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CHAPTER  I; 


ROSS  COUNTY  ANTIQUITIES. 


THE  far-famed  Valley  of  the  Scioto  derives  its  name  from  the 
river  which  traverses  it.  The  name  is  that  given  it  by  the 
Wyandots,  whose  language  is  allied  closely  to  that  of  the 
Iroquois,  and  the  signification  of  the  name  is,  according  to 
the  best  authorities,  “deer.”  The  early  students  of  Indian  tongues, 
such  as  Zeisberger,  give  Scenoto  or  Scenonto  or  Skanodo  as  forms  of 
the  Mohawk  and  Onondaga  words  for  “deer.”  In  Howe’s  Historical 
Collections  John  Johnston,  an  Indian  agent  of  the  Miami  valley,  is 
quoted  as  saying  that  the  name  of  the  Sci-on-to  river  is  from  the 
Wyandot,  but  its  meaning  is  unknown,  yet  he  gives  “Ough-Scanoto” 
as  Wyandot  for  “deer.”  “Unknown”  seems  also  to  have  been  the 
meaning  of  the  word  to  Mi’s.  Mary  Inglis,  a captive  after  1755  at  the 
Shawanee  town  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto.  But  the  fact  that  she 
was  among  the  Shawanees  may  explain  her  ignorance  of  the  meaning. 
She  gives  the  name  as  “Siotha,”  “Sonliioto,”  and  “Sioto  seepee,”  the 
latter  word  meaning  river.  Father  Bonnecamp,  the  chronicler  of 
Celeron’s  expedition  down  the  Ohio  in  1749,  called  the  river  “Sin- 
hioto,”  which  was  pronounced  like  Sankioto,  whence  another  form 
to  be  found  in  early  narratives — “St.  Yoto.”  Christopher  Gist,  who 
visited  it  in  1751,  called  it  “Sciodoe.”  The  Rev.  David  Jones,  who 
traveled  through  the  valley  in  1772,  said  “The  name  which  the  Shaw- 
nese  give  Scioto  has  slipped  my  memory,  but  it  signified  Hairy  river. 
The  Indians  tell  us  the  deer  were  so  plenty  when  they  came  to  drink, 
the  stream  would  be  thick  with  hairs.”  Whatever  the  Shawanee 
name  was,  the  Wyandot  name  for  the  stream,  the  name  that  has  been 
perpetuated,  was  Deer  river. 

In  direct  line  from  source  to  mouth,  the  Scioto  is  one  hundred  and 
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thirty  miles  in  length,  traversing  the  counties  of  Auglaize  (its 
source),  Hardin,  Marion,  Delaware,  Franklin,  Pickaway,  Ross,  Pike 
and  Scioto,  emptying  into  the  Ohio  at  Portsmouth.  Throughout  its 
meanderings,  the  Scioto  drains  a vast  extent  of  territory,  embracing 
lands  unsurpassed  in  fertility  and  adaptability  to  the  wants  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  stream,  from  its  source,  flows  through  a country 
either  level  or  gently  undulating,  until  it  reaches  Chillicothe,  where 
it  enters  the  hilly  sandstone  region,  through  which  it  passes  to  the 
Ohio,  in  a wide  and  fertile  valley,  bounded  by  lofty  hills  and  wild, 
romantic  scenery.  The  Ross  county  tributaries  to  the  Scioto  are 
Paint  creek,  Deer  creek  and  Stony  creek,  with  their  several  tribu- 
taries, entering  the  river  from  the  west.  Those  flowing  into  it  from 
the  east  are  Salt  creek,  Ivinnickinnick  creek  and  Rattlesnake  creek, 
all  smaller  than  the  western  tributaries,  though  not  lacking  in  his- 
torical interest.  The  Scioto  drains  a scope  of  country  averaging  sev- 
enty miles  in  width  and  passes  through  a territory  picturesquely 
beautiful  and  historically  interesting. 

The  Scioto  valley  is  renowned  for  its  natural  beautv  as  well  as. for 
the  historical  interest  which  centers  about  it.  The  land  is  in  a high 
state  of  improvement,  yielding  abundant  returns  in  all  phases  of 
diversified  farming.  Magnificent  homes  and  a happv  and  prosper- 
ous people  evince  the  wisdom  of  the  pioneer  fathers*  in  locating  in 
tins  ‘garden  spot  of  Ohio.”  But  the  white  man  was  not  the  only 
one  of  God  s creatures  who  recognized  the  peculiar  attractions  of  the 
Scioto  valley.  Hie  Shawanee  or  “Southern”  Indians  loved  the  loca- 
tion, and  though  driven  from  it  by  stronger  tribes  of  savages,  they 
■returned  at  the  first  opportunity  from  far-distant  regions.  Before 
then,  another  family  of  people,  possibly  those  of  whom  there  is  some- 
thing told  in  the  traditions  and  the  ancient  painted  record  of  the  Del- 
awares, had  their  homes  in  this  fertile  valley  at  a time  when  it  was 

settlement. 0118  th!m  ^ tlme  llCtWeen  their  disl*rsal  and  the  white 

The  evidences  of  their  existence  are  scattered  throughout  the  Sci- 
oto valley  in  the  greatest  profusion;  and  Ross  county  Stands  second 
o none  ,n  this  respect.  Volumes  have  been  written  and  will  eon- 
inue  to  grace  our  library  shelves,  until  the  end  of  tin  e,  in  the  effort 
to  prove  the  origin  and  fate  of  the  “Mound  Builders.”  I is  not  ^ 
purpose  of  this  volume  to  make  any  attempt  at  a decision  of  he 
vexed  question,  but,  rather,  to  give  the  reader  a brief  resume  of  £ 
theories  and  discoveries  of  those  who  La™  + lesume  ot  the 

and  a great  deal  of  money,  in  the  investigation ' ^ That^16111  ^ 

race,  possibly  different  from  the  Indians  kn^LTO  * Tl'atan  ancient 
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they  left  behind.  They  have  been  called  “Mound  Builders,”  simply 
because  of  the  innumerable  mounds  which  they  have  erected,  and 
which  remained  until  the  coming  of  the  white  man.  These  earth- 
works are  very  generally  distributed  from  western  New  York,  along 
the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  through  Michigan,  to  Nebraska, 
thence  north  from  this  line  to  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Superior. 
From  this  line  they  extend  south  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Mounds 
occur  in  great  numbers  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  Georgia  and  Florida.  They  are  found  in  less  numbers  in 
western  Xew  York,  the  Carolinas,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Michigan, 
Iowra  and  portions  of  Mexico.  In  choosing  this  vast  region,  extend- 
ing from  the  Alleghanies  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  from  the  great 
lakes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  Mound  Builders  took  possession  of 
the  great  system  of  plains,  controlling  the  long  inland  water  courses 
of  the  continent.  Along  the  broad  levels  drained  by  this  vast  river 
system,  the  remains  of  prehistoric  man  are  found.  It  is  authorita- 
tively stated  that  there  are  not  less  than  thirteen  thousand  mounds 
and  enclosures  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  Archaeologists  have  no  difficulty 
in  locating  the  places  which  were  most  densely  populated,  by  reason 
of  the  irregular  distribution  of  the  works.  In  Ohio  these  are1  found 
in  the  vicinity  of  Marietta,  Athens,  Portsmouth,  Chillicothe,  Cir- 
cleville,  Newark,  Springfield,  Alexandersville,  Middletown,  Eaton, 
Oxford,  Hamilton  and  Cincinnati.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in 
the  selection  of  sites  for  these  earthworks,  the  Mound  Builders  were 
influenced  by  the  same  motives,  apparently,  which  governed  their 
European  successors.  It  is  a well  established  fact  that  nearly  every 
town  of  importance  in  the  valleys  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and 
their  tributaries,  is  located  on  the  ruins  left  by  this  ancient  people. 
Of  these  we  may  mention  Norwalk,  Dayton,  Xenia,  in  addition  to 
the  others  previously  named  in  our  own  State;  Frankfort,  Kv.,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  Chicago,  111.,  and  Milwaukee,  Wis.  The  sites  selected 
by  the  Mound  Builders  for  their  most  pretentious  works  were  on  the 
river  terraces,  or  bottoms,  no  doubt  because  of  the  natural  highways 
thus  rendered  available,  besides  the  opportunities  for  fishing,  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  warm,  quick  soil,  easily  tilled. 

In  Ross  county  there  are  one  hundred  prehistoric  enclosures,  vary- 
ing in  degrees  of  completeness,  which  have  long  been  recognized  by 
archaeologists  as  the  handiwork  of  the  Mound  Builders.  No  other 
county  in  the  State  contains  as  great  a number  of  these  ancient  relics. 
Many  of  the  enclosures  are  of  great  size.  In  addition  to  the  enclosed 
works,  there  are  about  five  hundred  mounds.  The  valley  of  the  Sci- 
oto embraced  within  the  county  limits  and  the  beautiful  valley  of 
Paint  creek  are  most  clearly  shown  to  have  been  the  favorite  localities 
of  the  Mound  Builders,  as  they  were  in  a later  day,  the  chosen  resorts 
of  the  Indians.  Here  was  a seat  of  the  most  dense  population  of  the 
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ancient  race.  Within  a radius  of  twelve  miles  from  Chillicothe  are 
located  ten  groups  of  large  works,  besides  innumerable  mounds. 
Within  the  enclosure  of  “Mound  City”  there  are  twenty-four  tumuli, 
and  the  whole  surface  of  the  country  in  that  vicinity  may  be  said  to 
be  dotted  with  them.  Some  of  these  works  enclose  a hundred  acres 
or  more,  while  others  embrace  very  extensive  areas.  Four  of  them 
have  two  and  a half  miles  of  embankment  each.  In  the  Paint  creek 
valley,  a section  six  miles  in  extent  contains  three  works  about  equal 
in  size  to  those  in  the  Scioto  valley,  while  there  are  a number  of 
smaller  ones.  A full  description  of  these  ancient  works,  or  even  a 
mention  of  them,  would  require  more  space  than  can  be  accorded  to 
it  in  this  work.  The  patient  student  must  avail  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunities presented  in  the  perusal  of  the  elaborate  works  published  on 
this  interesting  and  fascinating  subject,  while  the  casual  reader  has 
little  interest  beyond  a superficial  view.  The  field,  however,  is  rich 
in  archaeological  lore. 

The  principal  ancient  enclosures  of  Boss  county  are  as  follows : 
In  Franklin  township  Big  Bottom  Canal;  Chillicothe;  twelve  miles 
north  of  Chillicothe ; three  miles  south  of  Chillicothe ; Mound  city, 
three  miles  north  of  Chillicothe;  “Dunlaps”— three  miles  north  of 
the  Mound  City  works ; Hopetown,  and  another  on  east  bank  of  the 
Scioto,  opposite  the  Hopetown  group;  near  Bourneville  on  Paint 
creek;  Stone  fort,  one  and  a half  miles  south  of  Bourneville;  and 
Harp-shaped  works,  two  and  a half  miles  southeast  of  Bourneville. 
In  Liberty  township— southeast  of  Chillicothe ; the  Frankfort  group, 
fifteen  miles  west  of  Chillicothe,  and  others  in  that  vicinity;  the 
Stone  circle,  two  miles  west  of  the  Stone  fort,  near  Bourneville;  the 
Bambndge,  Alderson  and  Kilgore  groups.  In  addition  to  these, 
there  are  many  mounds  which  were  apparently  designed  as  auxil- 
laries,  having  either  remote  or  direct  connection  with  the  principal 

^nvestigation°me  present  interestillS  f™^es  for  study  and 

In  the  surveys  and  explorations  of  manv  of  the  Boss  countv 
mounds  they  were  found  to  be  similar  in  all  important  character- 
istics, though  apparently  designed  for  different  purposes  Some 
appeared  to  be  for  defense  against  the  encroachments  enemy 

and  show  that  some  knowledge  of  military  fortification  was  possessed 
by  the  designers  and  builders.  There  gre  also  what  ar^knoTn  as 

sacred  enclosures;’  a class  of  mminrl.  . KnoW11  as 

Ohio,  and  particularly  in  the  Scioto  vallov  ' “umer?1*?  ln  smitliem 
ence  between  the  ‘‘defensive”  and  “sarrerl”  ‘ < lstl.uc.tlvo  differ 

that  the  latter  are  usually  located  on  the  W 7°  **  *"  th®  fact 

do:n  occur  on  the  table  lands 

country  is  broken  or  undulating.  They  are  usualK  surro’mdlng 
lar  in  form,  and  frequently  the  two  for, 'L  ,7  ' T“re  °r  clrcu' 

Sometimes  they  are  found  in  groups  but  ofto,""  >med  °ne 

Moups,  out  often  are  separate  or  iso 
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lated.  The  dimensions  of  the  circular  ones  are  nearly  uniform  in 
extent,  being  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  feet  in 
diameter.  They  usually  have  one  gateway,  often  (though  not 
always)  opening  to  the  east  Mounds  are  usually  found  within  these 
circles,  which  archaeologists  have  termed  “sacrificial”  mounds. 

The  square  or  rectangular  works,  found  in  combination  with  the 
circles,  are  of  various  dimensions ; but  it  has  been  noticed  that  certain 
groups  are  distinguished  by  an  uniformity  in  size  that  has  persuaded 
archaeologists  to  claim  that  the  builders  had  a standard  of  measure- 
ment These  squares  have  almost  invariably  eight  gateways,  all  of 
which  are  covered  or  protected  by  small  mounds.  A few  have  been 
discovered  which  are  octagonal  in  form.  There  is  one  of  this  class 
near  Chillicothe.  These  are  also  considered  as  belonging  to  the 
general  division  known  as  “sacred”  inclosures.  In  addition  to  the 
works  previously  mentioned  as  “defensive”  and  “sacred,”  there  are 
also  those  designated  as  “sacrificial,”  “sepulchral,”  “temple”  and 
“memorial”  mounds — the  latter  also  termed  “monumental ;”  and  in 
connection  with  these  may  also  be  classed  the  anomalous  mounds, 
and  mounds  of  observation.  There  is  also  a class,  variously  desig- 
nated as  animal,  emblematic  or  symbolical  mounds.  These,  as 
implied  by  their  names,  were  crude  representations  of  various  ani- 
mals, reptiles,  birds,  and  even  men;  sometimes  sufficiently  accurate 
in  their  representations  to  plainly  show  the  characters  they  were 
designed  to  represent.  The  peculiar  and  distinctive  features  of  these 
various  relics  of  past  ages,  are  of  little  interest  to  the  geAeral  reader ; 
and  yet  the  fact  of  their  existence,  and  that  they  are  the  only  remains 
of  a race  of  human  beings  who  passed  away,  possibly  hundreds  of 
years  before  the  advent  of  the  white  man  on  the  American  continent, 
urges  the  effort  to  solve  the  mystery  of  the  ancient  people  and  their 
works.  But  the  solution  of  the  problem  has  baffled  the  skill,  research 
and  learning  of  the  most  noted  scientists  of  two  continents,  since  the 
existence  of  these  “works  of  human  hands”  was  first  determined. 
True,  we  have  theories,  ably  supported  by  argument;  and  these,  in 
the  absence  of  absolutely  established  facts,  we  must  accept,  weigh, 
adopt  or  discard,  and  still  remain  in  darkness  as  to  the  origin,  mis- 
sion and  final  destiny  of  the  Mound  Builders. 

Judging  by  the  work  which  they  have  left — and  that  is  in  accord 
with  Scriptural  suggestion — they  were  a powerful  race  of  slightly 
civilized  and  industrious  people.  The  earth  monuments,  only, 
remain,  these  enclosing  a few  relics  of  rude  art,  together  with  the 
last  lingering  remains  of  mortality — the  crumbling  skeleton — which 
the  curious  investigators  have  disturbed  in  their  resting  places.  But 
even  these  have  yielded  to  scientific  minds  strongly  imaginative,  some 
knowledge  of  the  character  and  lives  of  the  race.  The  twentieth 
century  dawns  in  almost  as  great  ignorance  of  the  pre-historic  race 
as  did  the  nineteenth  ; yet  in  the  ever  restless  spirit  of  modem  investi- 
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gation,  efforts  have  been  made  to  link  the  Mound  Builders  with  some 
ancient  and  far  distant  race  of  civilized  mankind. 

As  early  as  1772,  Rev.  David  Jones  publicly  noticed  the  existence 
of  the  mounds,  and  advanced  his  views  concerning  them.  In  1784, 
Arthur  Lee  wrote  a treatise  on  the  lost  race,  and  advanced  some 
rather  visionary  ideas  regarding  them.  But  the  first  general  survey 
of  the  works  was  made  by  Caleb  Atwater,  of  Circleville,  Ohio,  in 
1819,  under  the  auspices,  and  at  the  expense,  of  the  Archaeological 
Society  of  Worcester,  Mass.  It  was  left,  however,  to  a Ross  county 
man,  and  a native  of  Chillicothe,  to  be  the  instrument  through  whom 
a work  should  be  produced  which  should  in  anv  way  satisfy  the 
growing  interest  in  archaeology.  About  1836,  Dr"  Edwin  Hamilton 
Davis  was  employed  with  Col.  Charles  Whittlesey  in  explorations 
and  surveys  of  the  Newark  antiquities.  In  this  work  he  became 
greatly  interested,  and  continued  his  investigations  and  collections 
ever  afterward.  A young  man  named  Ephriam  George  Squier  came 
from  JNew  lork  to  accept  a position  on  the  editorial  force  of  the 
Scioto  Gazette  of  Chillicothe.  lie  also  became  greatly  interested  in 
archaeological  matters,  and  in  1846,  he  and  Dr.  Davis  joined  in  the 
preparation  of  a work  which  formerly  stood  at  the  head  of  the  archae- 
ological literature  of  A ortli  America.  Recognizing  the  merit  of  this 
work,  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  at  Washington,  D.  C„  assumed 
a protectorate  over  it,  and  in  1848  published  the  work  of  Squier  and 
Dans,  together  with  some  plans  and  notes  furnished  by  others,  under 
title  of  Ancient  Monuments  of  the  Mississippi  Valiev  ” This  pub- 
hcation  constituted  the  first  systematic  work  with  descriptions  and 
figures  of  the  numerous  remains  of  the  Mound  Builders  From  that 

£ bolt°  I’T- thefmiths0nian  Inst‘tution  has  continued  to  pul 
hsh  books  and  original  papers  relating  to  this  subject  Stimulated 
by  this  national  recognition  and  in  view  of  the  absorb  ng  interest  of 

3's,  JLsr r-i  rJr  D*  i** 

the  explorations  and  survevs  of  nn “uesey,  m 1836,  m 
subsequently,  with  Mr.  E.  G.  Squier  in  t,  ™°"n<  s at.  Newark,  and, 
previously  mentioned.  This  covered  the  v„^repi*.latl0n  the  work 
and  involved  the  surveying  and  opening  of  nearly  otThlndtedgiSS 
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of  aboriginal  earthworks.  Dr.  Davis  also  opened  two  hundred 
mounds  at  his  own  expense.  He  gathered  the  largest  collection  of 
mound-relics  that  has  been  made  in  America.  These  now  form 
part  of  the  collection  of  Blackmore’s  Museum,  at  Salisbury,  Eng- 
land. A second  collection  of  duplicates  from  the  results  of  subse- 
quent investigations,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  American 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  in  New  York.  The  work  of  Squier 
and  Davis,  published  in  1848,  was  characterized  by  the  eminent 
Swiss  archaeologist,  A.  Morlot,  in  a paper  before  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  in  1802,  as  being  “as  glorious  a monument  of 
American  science,  as  Bunker  Hill  is  of  American  bravery.”  In  the 
spring  of  1854,  Dr.  Davis  delivered  a course  of  lectures  on  archae- 
ology before  the  Lowell  Institute,  in  Boston,  which  was  repeated  in 
Brooklyn  and  New  York.  The  doctor  removed  from  Chillieothe  in 
1850,  and  accepted  the  chair  of  materia  medica  and  therapeutics  in 
the  New  York  Medical  College,  where  he  ended  his  days. 

Ephraim  George  Squier  was  younger  by  ten  years  than  Dr.  Davis, 
having  been  born  at  Bethlehem,  June  IT,  1821.  His  was  a busy  life, 
full  of  adventure  along  the  lines  of  his  chosen  work.  He  was  a 
writer  of  distinguished  ability ; and,  but  for  the  few  years  spent  in 
the  field  of  exploration,  spent  his  life,  largely,  in  journalistic  work, 
and  in  writing  historical  and  archaeological  books.  lie  was  the 
author  of  many  valuable  works,  besides  contributing  articles  to  ency- 
clopaedias and  foreign  periodicals.  His  death  occurred  in  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  April  17,  1S88. 

It  is  a noticeable  feature  of  all  the  early  publications  in  this  depart 
ment  of  archaeology,  that  they  attach  great  antiquity  to  the  Mound 
Builders.  The  variations  in  this  regard  are  also  very  great.  Some 
assume  that  thousands  of  years  have  elapsed  since  the  building  of 
these  ancient  relics,  and  all  agree  that  they  are  very  old.  Eminent 
authorities  are  as  widely  at  variance  regarding  their  antiquity,  as 
they  are  concerning  their  origin  and  purpose.  In  closing  this  chap- 
ter, we  present  the  views  of  a number  of  recognized  authorities,  as 
tending  to  show  that  the  Mound  Builders  were,  or  may  have  been, 
the  immediate  predecessors  of  the  Indians  found  here  on  the  advent 
of  the  white  man. 

The  Marquis  de  Nadaillac,  in  his  admirable  work  on  “Prehistoric 
America,”  published  in  1805,  and  edited  and  verified  by  W.  II.  Dali, 
sums  up  a voluminous  discussion  as  follows:  “What,  it  may  be 

asked,  are  we  to  believe  was  the  character  of  the  race  to  which,  for 
the  purpose  of  clearness,  we  have  for  the  time  being,  applied  the  term 
‘Mound  Builders  V The  answer  must  be,  they  were  no  more  nor 
less  than  the  immediate  predecessors,  in  blood  and  culture,  of  the 
Indians  described  by  De  Soto’s  chroniclers,  and  other  early  explorers; 
the  Indians  who  inhabited  the  region  of  the  mounds  at  the  time  of 
their  discovery  by  civilized  men.  As,  in  the  far  north,  the  Aleuts, 


Dii  zed  by  ^.ooQie 


24 


THE  COUNTY  OP  ROSS. 


up  to  the  fime  of  their  discovery,  were,  by  the  testimony  of  the  shell 
heaps,  as  well  as  their  language,  the  direct  successors  of  the  early 
Eskimo,  so  in  the  fertile  basin  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Indians  were 
the  builders,  or  the  successors  of  the  builders,  of  the  singular  and 
varied  structures  attributed  to  the  Mound  Builders.  It  is  true  that  a 
very  different  opinion  has  .been  widely  entertained,  chiefly  by  those 
who  were  not  aware  of  the  historical  evidence.  Even  Mr.  Squier, 
who,  in  his  famous  work  on  the  ancient  monuments  of  the  Missis- 
galley,  makes  no  distinction  in  these  remains,  but  speaks  of  the 
Mound  Builders  as  an  extinct  race,  and  contrasts  their  progress  in 
the  arts  with  the  supposed  low  condition  of  the  modern  Indians,  in  a 
subsequent  publication  felt  compelled  to  modify  his  views,  and  dis- 
tinguish between  the  earthworks  of  western  Xew  York,  which  he 
admits  to  be  of  purely  Indian  origin,  and  those  found  in  southern 
Ohio,  further  researches  have  shown  that  no  line  can  be  drawn 
between  the  two ; the  differences  are  merely  of  degree.  For  the 
most  part  the  objects  found  in  them,  from  the  rude  knife  to  the 
carved  and  polished  gorget,’, might  have  been  taken  from  the  inmost 
recesses  of  a mound,  or  picked  up  on  the  surface  among  the  debris 

eouhlTinwl  “V1,  a^e’  a,n<^  tbe  most  exPer‘enced  archaeologist 

rev  ew«l  tt  wl6  7hlC1.Was.thelr  orieil1'  J-'Ueian  Carr  has  recently 
reviewed  the  whole  subject  in  a manner  which  cannot  but  carrv  con- 
viction to  the  impatient  archaeologist,  but  the  conclusions  he  arrives 
Ttf  “ ; 'rill  adini*  mo„ 

authority  It  is  not  asserted  that  the  mounds  were  built  bv  anv  nar- 
ticular  tribe,  or  at  anv  particular  period  nm-  *i,„*  . “ , ' i 

ing  in  the  mounds  beyond  the  powei -of ^ is  ^ 
region  when  discovered ; that  those  people  P<'T  ° lnhablted  the 
structed  many  of  the  mounds  now  Ir  L tl  kn°'™. t0  bave  con‘ 
there  is  no  evidence  that  anv  otlmr  n v#  ent  ^ existing,  and  that 
in  the  construction  of  those  mounds  inf* iieoples,  had  any  hand 
ical  evidence  is  wanting  Kmln-  , 7Z  *7*  bistor- 

attained,  it  may  be  safelv  said  that  1 * 1JS"  ts  ,tbat  ]laye  been 
a-priori  reason  whv  the  red  Indin nV  ^101m  t lere  behig  any 

works,  the  evidence  show™ conchi^velv" 1 £?TC  ^^ted  \heto 

Gulf  states,  they  did  build  mounds  ami  ’n  l Y°rk  and  1116 

tially  of  the  same  character  as  those  id  ^Ohio  ” ^ 6SSen' 

are  ly^pg  UcJ?  t WhitS®  V ^ theS6  Same  Mans 

ever  held  the  region  ^ as  W k*™>  W 

believed  that  we  are  fully  justified  in  nl  • ® ks  ,are  se«ttered,  it  is 
enclosures  of  Ohio,  like  those  in  Yew  Yo*S  toe 
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the  work  of  the  red  Indians  of  historic  times,  or  of  their  immediate 
ancestors.  To  deny  this  conclusion,  and  to  accept  its  alternative, 
ascribing  these  remains  to  a mythical  people  of  a different  civiliza- 
tion, is  to  reject  a simple  and  satisfactory  explanation  of  a fact,  in 
favor  of  one  that  is  far-fetched  and  incomplete,  and  this  is  neither 
science  nor  logic.” 

We  quote  a few  brief  extracts  from  sayings  of  other  eminent  stu- 
dents and  scholars,  and  leave  the  determination  of  the  question  to 
the  patient  reader: 

“The  earthworks  differ  less  in  kind  than  in  degree  from  other 
remains  respecting  which  history  has  not  been  entirely  silent.” — 
Haven, 

“There  is  nothing,  indeed,  in  the  magnitude  and  structure  of  our 
western  mounds,  which  a semi-hunter  and  semi-agricultural  popula- 
tion, like  that  which  may  be  ascribed  to  the  ancestors  or  Indian  prede- 
cessors of  the  existing  race,  could  not  have  executed.” — Schoolcraft. 

“All  these  earthworks — and  I am  inclined  to  assert  the  same  of  the 
whole  of  those  in  the  Atlantic  states,  and  the  majority  in  the  Missis- 
sippi valley — were  the  production,  not  of  some  mythical  tribe  of 
high  civilization  in  remote  antiquity,  but  of  the  identical  nations 
found  by  the  whites  residing  in  these  regions.” — Brintotu 

“No  doubt  that  they  were  erected  by  the  forefathers  of  the  present 
Indians.” — Gen.  Lewis  Cass . 

“Nothing  in  them  which  may  not  have  been  performed  by  a savage 
people. 7 7 — Gallatin . 

“The  old  idea  that  the  mound  builders  were  peoples  distinct  from, 
and  other  than,  the  Indians  of  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries, 
and  their  progenitors,  appears  unfounded  in  fact,  and  fanciful.77 — 
C.  C.  Jones. 

“Mound  builders  were  tribes  of  American  Indians  of  the  same  race 
with  the  tribes  now  living.77 — Judge  M.  F.  Force. 

“The  progress  of  discovery  seems  constantly  to  diminish  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  ancient  and  modern  races ; and  it  may  not  be 
very  wide  of  the  track  to  assert  that  they  were  the  same  people.77 — 
Lapham. 

The  preceding  pages  give  the  views  of  well  known  scientists  and 
explorers,  both  early  and  recent.  It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  work 
to  decide  controverted  questions,  but  to  give  both  sides,  and  allow 
the  reader  to  form  his  own  opinions,  based  upon  authorities  cited. 

In  concluding  this  chapter,  it  may  be  stated  that  Ross  county  has 
been,  and  still  is,  a rich  field  in  archaeological  research.  Many 
ancient  works  have  been  opened,  notably  by  Squier  and  Davis,  Moore- 
head,  and  local  investigators.  The  results  of  these  are  shown  in  con- 
nection with  the  history  of  the  townships  in  which  the  investigations 
took  place. 

Judging  from  the  mass  of  published  information  on  the  subject. 
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the  Mound  Builders  were  a race — or  races — of  people,  somewhat 
nomadic  in  their  habits,  yet  more  centralized  in  habitation  than  the 
Indians  of  historic  times.  They  were  semi-agricultural  in  pursuits, 
given  to  hunting  and  fishing,  and  schooled  in  the  primitive  arts  of 
warfare.  They  had  some  knowledge  of  trade,  or  a system  of  rude 
barter,  which  brought  them  into  possession  of  articles  from  far-dis- 
tant localities,  since  in  Boss  county,  mounds  have  been  opened  which 
contained  copper  from  Lake  Superior,  mica  from  the  old  mines  of 
!NTorth  Carolina,  and  shells  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Digitized  by  U.ooQle 


CHAPTER  II. 


INDIANS  AND  INDIAN  FIGHTERS. 


THE  Ohio  of  1650  was  doubtless  a wilderness  occupied  prin- 
cipally by  a tribe  of  Indians  known  as  the  Eries.  It  is 
generally  conceded  that  the  Eries  were  members  of  the  Iro- 
quois family,  as  distinguished  from  the  Algonquin  tribes. 
In  1650  the  Iroquois,  or  confederated  Mohawks,  Onondagas,  Oneidas, 
Cayugas  and  Senecas,  occupied  the  territory  nowr  embraced  within 
New  York  and  Northern  Pennsylvania.  The  Hurons  or  Wyandots, 
and  a kindred  Neutral  Nation,  held  the  peninsula  between  Lakes 
Huron,  Erie  and  Ontario.  The  Eries  occupied  the  southern  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  and  the  Andastes  possessed  the  valleys  of  the  Allegheny 
and  Upper  Ohio  rivers.  All  these  were,  in  their  dialects,  of  the 
Iroquois  family,  but  not  included  in  the  Iroquois  confederation. 

Prominent  among  the  Algonquins  were  the  Lenni  Lenapees  or 
Delawares,  so  called  from  their  being  found  in  the  region  of  the 
Delaware  and  its  tributary  streams  in  New  Jersey  and  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania. Their  traditions  declare  them  to  be  the  parent  stock  from 
w'hich  other  Algonquin  tribes  have  sprung;  and  this  claim  seems 
to  be  recognized  by  the  Algonquins  in  designating  the  ancient  Lena- 
pees by  the  title  of  Grandfather.  The  Algonquins  were  the  most 
numerous  race,  judging  from  their  wide  distribution.  We  find  them 
confronting  Cartier  on  his  ascent  of  the  St.  Lawrence ; the  first  Brit- 
ish colonists  found  savages  of  the  same  race  in  the  vicinity  of  J ames- 
town  ; and  it  was  a daughter  of  an  Algonquin  chief  who  saved  the  life 
of  the  adventurous  Captain  Smith ; the  Algonquins  under  Sassacus 
the  Pequot,  and  Philip,  of  Mount  Hope,  waged  deadly  war  against 
the  Puritans  of  New  England.  The  same  race  made  the  covenant 
of  peace  with  William  Penn;  and  when  the  French  Jesuits  and 
traders  explored  the  Wabash  and  the  Ohio,  they  found  the  valleys 
occupied  by  the  same  far-extending  race. 

Toward  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  parties  of  Delawares, 
being  disturbed  in  their  possessions  in  Pennsylvania,  by  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  European  settlers,  removed  to  the  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies,  and  obtained  from  their  ancient  allies  and  uncles,  the  Wyan- 
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d® Permiss*on  to  live  and  hunt  in  the  bounds  of  the  present  state 
of  Ohio.  They  settled  on  the  branches  of  the  Muskingum  and  as  far 
west  as  the  Scioto,  and  became  powerful  and  influential  in  the  Indian 
affairs  of  Ohio.  Another  tribe  besides  those  mentioned  wielded  a 
powerful  influence  in  the  troublous  times  upon  the  Scioto,  and  in 
Ivoss  county  pioneer  history.  We  refer  to  the  Shawanees.  Though 
there  is  conflicting  testimony  regarding  these  people,  and  disagree- 
ment as  to  their  identity,  yet  ‘-Gallatin’s  Synopsis,”  page  65,  pre- 
sents a plausible  and  generally  accepted  explanation.  He  gives  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  “Shawnoes  ” as  he  writes  the  word,  separated  at 
sclvp  ' IatVr‘lhe  0ther  LenaPe  tribes,  and  established  them- 
£rrh  °1  • le  °JU0’  U!  'vhat  is  now  the  state  of  Kentucky;  that 
and  nJrT  d"Ven  from.that  territory  probably  by  the  Chiekasaws 
and  Uierokecs  some  portion  found  their  way.  during  the  first  half  of 

wr:tr;,h  rtn-rry’  ia  fT east  as  the  country  °f  the  susquehan- 

Z Miam  1 tribe ; that  the  main  body  of  the  nation,  invited  by 
the  Miamis  and  the  Andastes,  crossed  the  Ohio,  and  occupied  the 

Sdn0t-’  and  j°ined  in  thc  ^ai  ngainst 

allies  in  the  ven;  r-9  H fheiF  defeat>  and  that  of  their 
tio™’  A 3-i  m'2’  they  weve  a^ain  dispersed  in  several  direc- 

£cd til  ££*  Wh,y  d0?  Sff-rifpariS 

sylvan^^S  ot^^/Kr  J°ined  !h.oir  brethren  ij  Penn- 
Scioto  and  Miami.  Those  in  Pel Plained  m the  vicinity  of  the 

jugated,  though  tliev  held  their  lmcP  "ere  nofc  c'ntirel.v  sub- 

hive  Nations  being"  their  recoil  1 “ lerC  83  tenants  at  "dll,  the 
obliged  to  acknowledge  a kind  of  si  suPcnors’  to  wliom  they  were 
The  Shawanees  leni  to  ha  ! 1 or  superiority, 

were  apparently  more  anxious  than  thTlIeh  ^ ^ thdr  lot’  8nd 

country  north  of  the  Ohio.  This  thev  efl^l  a °f  to  retllrn  to  tl]e 
the  Wyandots,  and  on  invitation  of ' 1 ?nder  flle  auspices  of 

the  Scioto  country  in  1740  to  17",-,  wf  • le.nc  1-  They  reoccupied 
Sandusky,  and  westward  to  the  Great  Mil  extended  also  to 

names  of  two  of  their  tribes— ChilW^  ; JFhey  have  left  the 

ness  to  their  existence.  Here  the  r a"d  Piq„a— to  bear  wit- 
settled  among  the  Creeks  ioined  them  Tlftk  °f  *h®  race  that  bad 
reunited.  This  migration  from  the  S l!  the,natlon  w«s  once  more 
statement  of  some  authors,  that  the  Shn  ^ probab1^  rise  to  the 
the  South.  It  is  said  on  good  alliolTll  °Tnally  'a™e  from 
brother,  the  Prophet,  were  sons ‘of  a Creek  1 TeCl1mseh  and  bis 
Shawanee  during  that  soiourn  Fori  ™ • , W?“an>  married  to  a 

mg  this  reunion,  the  Shawanee  were  almost  1*1  years  foll°w- 
•b«  They  th0  ao.t 
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the  Seven  Years’  War,  and  after  the  conquest  of  Canada,  continued, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Delawares,  until  finally  defeated  by  General 
Bouquet. 

The  first  permanent  American  settlements  west  of  the  Alleghanies 
were  commenced  in  1 7 69,  and  were  soon  followed  by  a war  with  the 
Shawanees,  which  continued  until  1774,  when  they  were  defeated  in 
a severe  engagement  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha,  and  the  Virginia 
settlers  penetrated  into  their  country.  They  were  the  most  active 
enemies  of  the  colonists  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  Indian  war  which  followed,  and  was  termin- 
ated in  1795,  at  Fort  Greenville.  They  lost  by  the  terms  of  that 
treaty,  nearly  the  whole  territory  which  they  acquired  from  the 
Wvandots;  and  a part  of  them,  under  Tecumseh,  again  joined  the 
British  during  the  war  of  1812. 

Some  authors  connect  the  Shawanees  and  Cherokees  with  the 
ancient  mounds,  and  other  believe  that  the  Scioto  valley  wTas  a Shawa- 
nee  seat  in  1650.  History  does  not  sustain  the  claim  that  they  came 
originally  from  the  South,  as  previously  stated  in  this  chapter.  A 
very  plausible  theory  is  that  they  were  the  advance  guard  of  Algon- 
quin invasion  from  the  northwest,  pushing  out  the  original  mound 
builders.  There  is  good  evidence  that  the  Eries  were  expelled  from 
their  ancient  country  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  and  driven  south  by 
the  conquering  Iroquois,  in  1650.  The  Shawanees,  being  enemies  of 
the  Iroquois,  probably  shared  the  fate  of  the  Eries.  A3  sustaining 
this  view  we  cite  the  reader  to  the  following  authorities:  Transac- 

tions Am.  Antiq.  Soc.,  Vol.  II,  p.  87 ; Historical  Collections  of  South 
Carolina,  Vol.  I,  pp.  49,  188;  Am.  Abor.  Arch.,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  288; 
Bishop  Gregg’s  History  of  the  Old  Chehaws,  pp.  3 & 18.  Samuel 
G.  Drake,  in  his  admirable  work,  “The  Aboriginal  Races  of  North 
America,”  fixes  the  date  of  the  Shawanee  expulsion  from  Ohio  by  the 
Iroquois,  as  1672,  and  the  destruction  of  the  Eries  by  the  same  enemy, 
in  1654,  they  having  subdued  the  Ilurons  (according  to  Drake)  in 
1650.  He  also  locates  the  Iroquois  on  both  sides  of  the  Ohio  to  the 
Mississippi,  in  1687. 

But  it  is  entirely  foreign  to  our  purpose  to  follow  the  varying  for- 
tunes of  the  different  tribes  or  nations  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Scioto 
valley,  except  when  necessary  to  give  a proper  understanding  within 
the  bounds  of  our  subject.  Of  the  five  tribes  inhabiting  the  Scioto 
valley  when  the  first  definite  knowledge  of  the  country  was  acquired, 
the  Shawanees  were  the  most  prominent,  as  they  were,  also,  the  most 
active  and  unconquerable.  The  other  tribes  represented  were  the 
Wvandots,  Delawares,  Mingoes  and  Maumees.  But  the  pioneers  of 
the  Scioto  valley,  and  particularly  of  Ross  county  and  vicinity,  had 
to  deal  principally,  and  in  fact  almost  wholly,  with  the  Shawanees. 
After  their  expulsion  from  the  Scioto  country,  and  a long  period  of 
absence,  covering  the  greater  part  of  a century,  they  returned  from 
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the  East,  South  and  West,  and  reunited  their  tribes  in  the  Scioto  val- 
ey,  ecoming  a strong  and  vigilant  adversary  against  the  encroach- 
ments  of  civilization.  It  is  said  that  the  Delawares,  who  occupied 

neLT^r-  8|  t vacated  and  “placed  the  Shawa- 

the  Wvnnrlnt  t JI°r-  acc,VatcIT’  thc->'  were  both  tenants  under 
are  said* to  W 8k00  I?<)U0IS'  dbe  tribal  divisions  of  the  Shawanees 
chuke  and  Ob  1 **1*°'" = The  Pi(lua>  Kiskapocke,  Mequa- 
savs  thaf“tbp  But  '.,le  “1>ioneer  Record  of  Ross  County” 

ou  -r>.  ^n(^ian  occupation  of  the  county  in  1750  was  bv  the 

It7,ntoS/  PT7  ?d  C^1]iC0thc  tribGS ’’  ^‘ting  the  ottem  " 
from  thfwT  W au  Wbj  e the  word  Scioto  ia  of  Wyandot  origin, 
ing  Avitli  the^Sh18  ami  ^ Chillicothe  is  a name  originat- 

aInT  si  lS  laneeST  Scl0t°’  in  its  older  f0™a  aad  pronunci-' 
geograph^AW  v ei.Ir03,SlS  Ill3ce'Mmos  ‘hat  remain  in  the 
of  a resemblance  tr>°q  ^ -^ennsylvania,  but  Chillicothe  has  more 

the  Clierokees  nml  t t-hillicoco  in  Indian  territory,  among 

place  where  Shawanees^7chTrokepere  " not  unlikely  a 

Hna  is  a ChiW  t?  vi-  , ■ once  llved>  and  in  North  Caro- 
XY  wherethe  S fhl,S  is  Chill°way,  in  Delaware  county, 

qna,  & 

Chillicothe,  which  it  must  br>‘  ™ a’’  If  * 'j  c!osest  nf  all  to  the  word 

approximation  to  the  Indian  word^ThTlnd'8  U"do'lbtedlf  only  an 

written  documents  and  thn  *•  J . iu^ians  had  no  alphabet  or 
learned  it  th”S\hf  f^t  10 -ff  88  i4  JVas  written  V those  who 

was  originally  dTe  name  rf  nlr  T^f"  a“d  !umters-  Cfcilluquaque 

of  the  Susquehanna  nearly  eek .|hat • emptied  into  the  west  branch 

Iroquois  chief  who  was  the  fithwof  T ° Shikellimus»  the 

into  that  region  as  a sort  of  viceroy  0f 'the' SI  Shlkelhmu,s  'vas  sent 
and  there  Logan  was  born.  On  this  Ol l,;ir 5 hawanees  and  Muncies, 
a settlement  of  Shawanees  probably  ^ u|ns<P>aque  creek  there  was 
the  South,  when  Conrad  Weiser  those  who  came  up  from 

1<37.  Weiser  called  the  creek  “7ill"<!  CT<i  V‘s‘t  Shikellimus  in 

*sr  h,!  "'”s,,w  * 

™»lrr,  their  chief 

present  town  of  Alexandria,  opposite  PnT  °n  the  site  of  the 

Kentucky  shore.  It  was  a famous  town^T  r’  a"d  partly  on  the 
!°g  cabins  and  stone  chimney  stacks.  f In<han  traders  and  had 

French  end  PenS^  except  by  the 

Shawaneexown  at  the  mouth  of  the  riyp1749’  when  the  people  of  the 
2Wo  he  fam°’,s  exPedition  of  Celeron ™ 7 approachin£  down  the 
no  river  as  the  boundary  of  Xe w Wnce™  TlCana7  “ t0  mark 

cw  j:  ranee.  The  red  men  fired 
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at  the  French  flag,  but  yielded  to  persuasion,  and  allowed  Celeron  to 
expel  the  Scotch-Irish  traders.  Next,  in  January,  1751,  the  valley 
was  visited  bv  Christopher  Gist,  representing  the  Ohio  company  of 
Virginia,  and  George  Croghan  representing  the  government  of  Penn- 
sylvania. With  them  was  a famous  interpreter,  the  half-breed, 
Andrew  Montour.  The  object  of  these  visitors  was  to  gain  the  friend- 
ship and  trade  of  the  Scioto  valley  Indians,  and  wean  them  from  the 
French  influence. 

The  J ournal  of  Christopher  Gist  was  first  published  in  London  in 
1776  by  Governor  Pownall,  as  an  appendix  to  his  “Topographical 
Description  of  North  America.”  We  reprint  here  those  portions  of 
the  journal  that  relate  to  the  Scioto  valley,  as  this  is  the  report  of  the 
first  white  traveler  in  Koss  county  whose  experiences  are  preserved 
in  type.  The  notes  added  are  condensed  from  the  notes  of  William  M. 
Darlington,  editor  of  the  Pittsburg  edition,  1893.  After  coming 
into  central  Ohio  by  way  of  the  Tuscarawas  river  and  crossing  Lick- 
ing creek,  Gist,  accompanied  by  Croghan,  Montour  and  their  fol- 
lowers, “stayed  in  the  Maguek  town,”  January  21st  to  24th,  1751. 
This  town  was  on  the  Pickaway  plains,  three  and  a half  miles  south 
of  Circleville.  Thence,  continues  the  diary : 

“Thursday  24. — Set  out  from  the  Maguek  Town  S about  15  M, 
thro  fine  rich  level  land  to  a small  Town  called  Harrickintoms  con- 
sisting of  about  five  or  six  Delaware  Families,  on  the  SW  Sciodoe 
Creek.” 

( It  seems  that  Gist  did  not  cross  the  Scioto,  and  it  is  thought  that  Har- 
rickinton’s  town  was  on  the  east  side.  It  is  so  shown  by  Governor  Pownall's 
edition  of  Evans'  map,  1776,  and  on  Mitchell’s  map  of  1775,  but  the  maps  of 
Evans,  1775,  and  Hutchins,  1778,  put  the  town  on  the  west  side.  It  seems 
to  have  stood  a little  below  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Chillicothe  and, 
if  on  the  east  side,  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  Paint  Creek.) 

“Friday  25. — The  Creek  being  very  high  and  full  of  Ice,  We  could 
not  ford  it,  and  were  obliged  to  go  down  it  on  the  SE  side  SE  4 M to 
the  Salt  Lick  Creek — about  1 M up  this  Creek  on  the  S side  is  a very 
large  Salt  Lick,  the  streams  which  run  into  this  Lick  are  very  salt, 
& tho  clear  leave  a blueish  Sediment:  The  Indians  and  Traders 

make  salt  for  their  Horses  of  this  Water,  by  boiling  it;  it  has  at  first 
a blueish  Color,  and  somewhat  bitter  Taste,  but  upon  being  dissolved 
in  fair  Water  and  boiled  a second  Time,  it  becomes  tolerable  pure  salt. 

(The  Scioto  Salt  Works,  the  first  and  for  several  years  the  only  manufac- 
tory of  salt  in  this  part  of  Ohio,  were  on  this  creek.) 

“Saturday  26. — Set  out  S 2 M,  S W 14  M. 

“Sunday  27. — S 12  M to  a small  Delaware  Town  of  about  twenty 
Families  on  the  S E side  of  Sciodoe  Creek.  We  lodged  at  the  House 
of  an  Indian  whose  name  was  Windaughalah,  a great  Man  and  Chief 
of  this  Town,  & much  in  the  English  Interest.  He  entertained  LTs 
very  kindly,  and  ordered  a Negro  Man  that  belonged  to  him  to  feed 
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our  Horses  well;  this  IXight  it  snowed,  and  in  the  Morning  tho  the 
Snow  was  six  or  seven  Inches  deep,  the  wild  Rye  appeared  very  green 
and  flourishing  thro  it,  and  our  Horses  had  fine  Feeding. 

(This  town  stood  on  the  east  branch  of  the  Scioto  In  the  present  township 
or  Clay,  Scioto  county.  Windaughalah  was  a great  war  chief  during  the 
French  wars.  His  name  signifies  ambassador.  He  was  a prominent  coun- 
selor in  peace  times,  also.  He  lived  at  Tuscarawas  in  1762,  and  had  the  flg- 
°.f  q Waterv  lllfar!d  tatooed  on  his  face  above  the  chin.  He  was  then 
n ei'g!^huSh*as  He  flgured  ^ several  Important  treaties,  the  last 
nhi?  l^nttoSh;Jn  ^l85’  when  land  was  flrst  ceded  for  the  settlement  of 
befng  ^ oldest  chlef  present,  signed  first  He  was  also  in  the 
on^/j“°eyT^eaty  °J  1786 • His  son  was  the  great  Delaware  warrior,  Buck- 
slavprt  in  m5Stl0ni,<?  a negro  man  indicates  the  early  introduction  of 
by  Se  early  setTle?s.7e  & C<>arSe  “atUral  gra88’  mUCh  use<i  ,<>r 

“Monday  Jany  28.— We  went  into  Council  with  the  Indians  of 
this  I own,  and  after  the  Interpreter  (Montour)  had  informed  them 
ot  his  Instructions  from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  given 
them  some  Cautions  in  regard  to  the  French,  they  returned  for 
lnr;r  7 , ° ,0W8'  d ]le  Speaker  with  four  Strings  of  Wampum  in 
svlvnni«d  ?’  f,nd  addressing  himself  to  the  Governor  of  Penn- 

Thin  Wf,  8 th  ^r°  h7S’  Ye  the  I)elawares  return  You  our  hearty 
iot  £r  tl^NeWS,Y°U  ha7e  Us,  and  We  assure  You,  We  will 
You  our  PrnM°ICe  ti  7-'  ^ fl  Nation  for  We  are  to  be  directed  by 
hear  wl  at  o?!  77  ?°  & by  none  else : We  shall  be  glad  to 

Ci^  an  7 ravaVei°  Say  t0  IJs  at  the  Uoggs  Town  in  the 
&Welr  l0U  f rr  hearty  Good  "-Ulfc  Love  to  our 
is  theTast  ll  ™ ofirU,r,  th6Se  f°Ur  StrinSs  of  Wampum.  This 
Indians  by  thTLt  al  D?laTwarefJto  ‘he  Westward-The  Delaware 
ing ^ Men  all  Ini  ITT , C°U  d gather  consist  of  «hout  500  fight- 

?Ilgli8h  Intercst-  they  are  not 

the1  Six  Nations  frmn  f 7°'1S’,bllt  are  scattered  about  among 
Lands.”  ’ ‘ Vvll0m  tho-v  have  Leave  to  hunt  upon  their 

Creek  opposite  to  ^he  °Sh,f  ^ ^ 5 ^ t0  tllc  luout^  Sciodoe 

alarm  the  TralS  who  s^nT  °Tn’  h,ere  W°  bred  Guns  to 
to  the  Town.”  After  describing \T‘G  + ^ Cai!1<?  aiU*  feiTyed  113  over 
briefly,  Gist  noted  that  ‘ The  SI  ^ °WD  &t  * 10  lnoutl1  tlle  Scioto 
Nations,  but  were  fon.lrlv  at  Varia^  “V*?  “ Part  °f  1116  Six 
ciled;  they  are  great  Friends  to  the  V v \ t ieni»  tIlQ  now  recon- 
from  the  Fury  of  the  Six  Nation.  v^1S,'  " ’°  onc.e  Protected  them 

Other  interesting  facts  but  little  P 1C  / gratefuHy  remember.” 
ords  of  the  Ingles  or  Inglis  family "ofAr*1'0  coutained  in  the  rec- 
briefly  told,  are  as  follows-  Jn  17i’s  l,MontgonielT  county,  and, 

“ west  e,  ^ 3ft 
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he 

® “Wood’s  River/’  at  Draper’s  Meadows,  the  present  site  of  Blacks- 

burg, Montgomery  county,  Va.  The  New  River  had  been  discovered 
ip  and  named  in  1654,  by  Col.  Abraham  Wood,  before  Governor  Spots- 

e wood  and  his  “Knights  of  the  Golden  Horse-shoe”  had  passed  the 

| then  limits  of  western  exploration,  the  mysterious  Blue  Ridge. 

William  Inglis,  the  oldest  son  of  Thomas,  married  Mary  Draper, 
daughter  of  another  settler,  he  being  twenty-one  and  she  eighteen 
years  of  age  at  the  time;  and  their  wedding,  in  1750,  was  the  first 
white  wedding  west  of  the  Alleghanies.  Mary  Draper  was  a remark- 
able woman,  an  athlete  equal  to  any  man ; it  is  authentically  recorded 
that  she  could  run  and  leap  almost  her  own  height,  spring  from  the 
ground  to  a horse’s  back  without  block  or  stirrup,  and  jump  over  the 
back  of  a common  chair,  standing,  and  that  with  her  skirts  on,  too. 
It  was  to  her  strength  and  agility  that  she  afterward  owed  her  life. 

On  Sunday,  July  8,  1755,  the  day  before  Braddock’s  defeat  near 
Ft  Duquesne,  a war  party  of  Shawanees,  on  their  way  to  attack  their 
enemies,  the  Catawbas,  further  to  the  south,  fell  upon  Draper’s 
Meadows  instead,  and  massacred  all  the  settlers,  with  the  exception 
of  Mary  Draper  Inglis,  her  sister-in-law,  and  her  children,  whom 
they  took  prisoners.  They  jocularly  cut  off  the  head  of  Philip  Bar- 
ger, an  old,  white-haired  man,  put  it  in  a bag  and  left  it  at  Lybarger’s 
station,  as  they  passed  westward,  telling  the  settlers  to  take  a peep  at 
t an  old  acquaintance.  They  then  fell  back,  down  the  New  River,  on 

horseback. 

On  the  third  day,  in  the  wilderness,  a daughter  was  born  to  Mrs. 
Inglis.  This  would  ordinarily  have  meant  tomahawking  and  instant 
death  for  both  mother  and  child,  to  avoid  delay ; but  Mrs.  Inglis,  a 
woman  of  iron,  wrapped  her  baby  in  one  of  her  skirts,  mounted  her 
horse  in  the  morning,  and,  carrying  her  child,  rode  on  again,  over  the 
mountains  to  the  Kanawha,  at  Campbell’s  creek,  where  she  was  set 
to  making  salt,  from  a salt  lick,  in  one  of  her  own  stolen  kettles. 
After  several  days  the  Indians  continued  down  the  Kanawha  to  the 
Ohio,  and  along  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto. 

The  chief  council-town  of  the  Shawanees  was  then  situated  a short 
distance  below  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto : in  its  center  was  a council- 
house,  built  of  logs,  roofed  with  oak  bark  and  paw-paw  withes,  and 
ninety  feet  long.  Here  Mrs.  Draper,  sister-in-law  of  Mrs.  Inglis, 
was  forced  to  run  the  gauntlet  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  she  had  a 
broken  arm,  but  Mrs.  Inglis  was  excused  from  the  ordeal  because  of 
her  condition  and  on  account  of  the  respect  and  admiration  the  sav- 
ages felt  for  her  hardihood.  The  prisoners  were  then  separated  and 
Mrs.  Inglis  never  saw  her  children  again.  Her  oldest  son,  George, 
and  Mrs.  Draper,  were  taken  to  the  northwest,  where,  not  known,  but 
she  believed,  to  Chillicothe  Old  Town,  now  Frankfort,  then  the  sec- 
ond Shawanee  town. 

II— 3 
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irench  traders  found  Mrs.  Inglis  at  the  Scioto  mouth,  but  were 
unable  to  buy  her  freedom,  she  having  proved  herself  too  valuable  as 
a maker  of  hunting-shirts,  salt,  and  other  things.  The  French  traders 
said  she  was  the  first.  English  white  woman**  in  all  the  region  now 
comprised  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  still  claimed,  at  that  date, 
as  parts  o \ irginia.  Mrs.  Inglis  remained  a prisoner  a long  time, 
her  only  white  companion  lieing  “an  old  Dutch  woman”  from  Penn- 
s\  v ania,  w lose  name  was  not  known.  They  were  taken  several  times 
°if  ^ AVe‘s/ern  V(*Iltllc^.v  salt-licks,  by  the  Shawanees,  and  made  much 
salt  tor  their  captors,  also  cracking  for  them  manv  walnuts,  on  the 
bones  of  mastodons  which  there  protruded  from  the  swampv  ground. 

in  or  1 i Go , it  is  uncertain  which,  a very  high  flood  in  the 
Ohio  swept  away  the  greater  part  of  the  Shawanee  town  at  the  mouth 

fmvnlSC  °’  WU  6 m1''3-  In"lis  was  stm  a prisoner  there,  and  the 
believ  ™trWi  re,'nt,  at, that  »‘lace>  thp  tril)c,  so  Mrs.  Inglis  said, 
effects  nil  1°  ',  aCe  [°  b<?  1,ewitche<L  Tbe.y  removed  all  their  tribal 
IfnZZt  .IT  n ju  ,K'rth"'a r<1  fr0m  tlle  “»loodv  River”  as  thev 
Mkmi  a ,1  -lei  '?  0bl°’  t0  blml  0'in?  ^tween  the  upper  Little 
rise  bevond  tile  fn -k  °f  rf1'*  f°  Chillicothe,  and  part  to  “a  second 
to  where  Chilli  'tl  ° amt  c,roek>  udl'ch  must  have  been  very  close 
SS  riier  and  e T ?“  '¥  plateau  above  the  fork 

Indians  while  at  tllV’’  T afterward  escaped  from  the 

ami  made  her  way  to  her 

incredible  l,iirJ,bi[„.  The  ZSrfrJl?, ” «f'g 

tine,  ” TOr?  '”iM  -«'»•.  • " T;  Z t 

bntdl  authors Z^ZTrhch.VZle  *rUCi'la,rr'  tlle  Sllfl'vanccn ! 

The,  were  splendid  speeiruen,  3 X"wS“nddS'like  ^ 


and  ])os- 


sir-  ssrta  jsr-"®  - 

leaders  Of  these  the  great  Teenmse 

nent,  though  Cornstalk,  Rwi  TT,.r|r ? ™e  most  Proml* 

A',  ' r,an<  ^ awwilaway  cannot  be 


Of  these  tlie  ereat  t'"'"’"!  morc  reno"med  warriors  and 
^ Cornstalk,  Red  Swkf  ami 


ignored  in  this  distinction  Oil, a.  qi a v eannoi  oe 

Prominently  during  the  war  of  t)>,.  T>  ' !a";anoe  ('hi(>fs  who  figured 

- where  „ S L/  ^V°hm°n  a-ainst  the  settlers  in 

“"d1™’™  "“1  Daniel  Hen„c  were 


the  Scioto  vallev 


conspicuous  figures,  were  Battise  ^ Danicl  ^°one  were 

But  these  were  generallv  snlir,,i,  ! 'k  *nake’  Wolf  and  Chinskau. 
and  Comstalk,  as  allies  of  the  British  ""'  ./.['"‘'"mud  of  Tecumseli 

‘ ' * four  named  as  most 

*But  see  mention  of  the  white 

who  had  been  a prisoner  in  the  State  history, 

f^^tiP^^e^^‘rt^ft^e,a^I^W^erellTsfsUSbt  «"<ier  Teeumseh  and  Corn- 
“ y°f 
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prominent  Shawanee  chiefs  confronting  the  whites  in  the  Scioto 
country,  all  except  Tecumseh  met  death  by  treachery.  He  was  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Thames,  October  5,  1813,  in  the  famous  battle  of 
General  Harrison  against  the  allied  forces  of  the  British  and  Indians. 
“Tecumseh  was  a man  of  noble  appearance  and  a perfectly  sym- 
metrical form.  His  carriage  was  erect  and  lofty — his  motions  quick — 
his  eyes  penetrating — his  visage  stern,  with  an  air  of  hauteur  in  his 
countenance,  which  arose  from  an  elevated  pride  of  soul.  It  did  not 
leave  him  even  in  death.”  He  is  thus  spoken  of  by  one  who  knew 
him.  Tecumseh  was  about  forty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  During  the  war  of  1812,  he  was  made  a brigadier-general  in 
the  army  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  doubtful  if  he  joined  the  British, 
and  wore  the  red  sash,  and  other  badges  of  office,  because  he  was 
fond  of  imitating  the  whites ; but  he  employed  them,  more  probably, 
as  a means  of  inspiring  his  followers  with  that  respect  and  veneration 
for  himself  which  was  necessary  in  the  work  of  expulsion,  which  He 
had  undertaken.  He  was  careful  and  deliberate  in  forming  conclu- 
sions, and  disinclined  to  war,  except  as  a means  of  preserving  the  ter- 
ritory of  his  people,  and  avenging  their  wrongs. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  cowardly  and  unprovoked  murder  of  Waw- 
wilaway  in  1803,  the  whites  anticipating  a renewal  of  hostilities, 
Tecumseh  was  induced  to  come  to  Chillicothe  and  reassure  the  people 
of  his  peaceful  intentions.  This  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Gov- 
ernor Tiffin.  Colonel  McDonald,  who  was  an  eye  witness,  says: 
“When  Tecumseh  arose  to  speak,  as  he  cast  his  gaze  over  the  vast  mul- 
titude which  the  interesting  occasion  had  brought  together,  ho 
appeared  one  of  the  most  dignified  men  I ever  beheld.  While  this 
orator  of  nature  was  speaking,  the  vast  crowd  preserved  the  most  pro- 
found silence.  From  the  confident  manner  in  which  he  spoke  of  the 
intention  of  the  Indians  to  adhere  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  and 
live  in  peace  and  friendship  with  their  white  brethren,  he  dispelled,  as 
if  by  magic,  the  apprehensions  of  the  whites — the  settlers  returned  to 
their  farms,  and  business  generally  was  resumed  throughout  that 
region.”  Drake  says,  “This  incident  is  of  value  in  forming  an  esti- 
mate of  the  character  of  this  chief — it  exhibits  the  confidence  reposed 
in  him  bv  the  white  inhabitants  of  the  frontier.  The  declaration  of 
no  other  Indian  could  thus  have  dispelled  the  fears  of  a border  war, 
which  then  pervaded  the  settlement.” 

In  palliation  of  the  crime  attributed  to  the  murderers  of  Wawwila- 
way,  it  may  be  said  that  a white  man — Captain  Ilerrod — had  been 
mysteriously  murdered,  and  that  the  crime  was  placed  at  the  door 
of  the  Indians.  This  occurred  near  the  turnpike  bridge  over  Iler- 
rod’s  creek,  in  Concord  township.  The  condition  of  the  body  when 
found  was  such  as  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  he  had  been  killed  and 
scalped  by  the  Indians.  The  thought  which  was  uppermost  in  the 
minds  of  the  great  majority  was  that  the  Indians,  who  since  1795  had 
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faithfully  observed  the  conditions  of  the  Greenville  treaty,  had  now 
recommenced  hostilities  against  the  whites.  But  there  were  persons 
among  the  white  people  who  firmly  believed  that  Captain  Herrod  had 
not  been  a victim  of  Indian  treachery,  but  that  he  had  been  killed  by 
a jealous  and  unsuccessful  rival  for  preferment  in  the  state  militia. 
The  case  baffled  all  efforts  toward  a satisfactory  solution,  and  remains 
a mystery  to  this  day . But  popular  feeling  ran  high  against  the 
Indians,  who  strenuously  denied  any  connection  with  the  death  of 
Captain  Herrod.  Wawwilaway  was  an  old  and  faithful  hunter  for 
General  Massie  during  his  surveying  tours,  and  an  unwavering 
friend  of  the  white  man ; hence  his  destruction  in  retaliation,  witli- 
out  the  slightest  justification,  very  justly  then,  and  ever  after,  ren- 
dered the  perpetrators  subject  to  condemnation. 

Cornstalk  sustains  the  name  in  history  as  the  greatest  chief  among 
the  Scioto  Shawanees.  He  commanded  the  allied  forces  of  the 
Shawanees,  Senecas,  Delawares  and  Wyandots  at  the  celebrated  bat- 
tle  of  1 omt  Pleasant,  This  has  been  characterized  in  history  as  “one 
ot  the  most  sanguinary  and  best  fought  battles  in  the  annals  of  Indian 
war  aic  in  t le  west.  The  battle  raged  with  unabated  fury  from 
early  morning  until  afternoon,  succeeded  by  a less  vigorous  onslaught, 

tZnwT'f  U'  ‘ ,nl|ht-  L°fn  T8S  there  in  C01u,,laild  of  the  Mingoes 
" also  38  thc  Senecas),  and  Red  Hawk  and  Ellinipsco  were  sub- 
oidinate  commanders  These  were  in  the  foremost  of  thc  fight, 
encouraging  the  warriors  both  byword  and  example  Cornstalk’s 
voice  was  heard  above  the  din  of  conflict,  calling  to  his  men  to  “Be 
strong!  Be  strong!”  It  is  said  that  he  tomahawked  one  of  Ids  trite 

as  LorDmZre?C!rtheedecSi  WtleT  " kn°W"  ",  ^7 
of  Oetoter  1 77*i  .i,„  t • ae.clslve  occurring  on  the  tenth 

oi  uctoDei,  it  the  Indians  being  defeated  Tt  n j i 

treaty  at  Camp  Charlotte  in  wd  ich  Logan  J ''^followed  by  a 
Pickaway  countv  Thi*  1 1 * le  ^cloto  near  the  south  line  of 

rssVhi?  r6*?- 

site  of  Westfall.  Here  Cornstalk  pa  ° ?n  ^present 

censured  them  for  not  permitting  him  to  C01inci1  of  t,le  nation,  and 
to  have  desired  on  the  eve  of  the  dria.t  ’Z?  te^ce,  .as  lie  is  said 
“will  you  do  now  Vy  “'The  Bio-  l)att'p-  “What,”  said  he, 

ians  were  usually ‘termed' the  W °?  US  [the  Vir^n' 
killed.”  “Now  you  must  fight  or  wl  ^1’  ?nd  We  sha11  all  be 
answering,  he  said,  “then  let  us  kill  all  n™  u"done-”  But  no  one 
go  and  fight  until  we  die.”  Still  n»  Ur  women  and  children  and 
he  stnick  his  tomahawk  in  a nost  of  tfiJ*8"61"  niade>  when  rising, 

“I’ll  go  and  make  peace.”  di  LTC  'l'0USe  and  e^a™od, 

AO  tins  the  warriors  assented,  and  the 
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chiefs  followed  the  example  of  their  leader.  The  appearance  and 
oratory  of  Cornstalk  when  he  appeared  before  Lord  Dunmore,  is  thus 
described  by  Colonel  Wilson,  one  of  the  staff:  “When  he  arose  he 

was  no  wise  confused  or  daunted,  but  spoke  in  a distinct  and  audible 
voice,  without  stammering  or  repetition,  and  with  peculiar  emphasis. 
His  looks,  while  addressing  Lord  Dunmore,  were  truly  grand  and 
majestic,  yet  graceful  and  attractive.  I have  heard  many  celebrated 
orators,  but  never  one  whose  powers  of  delivery  surpassed  those  of 
Cornstalk  on  this  occasion.” 

After  the  treaty  with  Lord  Dunmore  in  1774,  this  magnanimous 
chief  had  been  the  steadfast  friend  of  neutrality  among  the  belligerent 
whites.  Perhaps  he  had  the  sagacity  to  perceive  that  the  future  of 
his  race  could  not  be  altered  by  any  issue  of  the  controversy — that  the 
rapacity  of  the  Europeans,  and  not  of  a party,  was  the  proper  object 
of  patriotic  dread.  In  the  spring  of  1777,  Cornstalk,  accompanied 
by  Red  Hawk,  went  on  a friendly  visit  to  the  fort  at  Point  Pleasant, 
communicated  information  as  to  the  hostile  disposition  of  the  Ohio 
tribes,  and  expressed  his  sorrow  that  the  Shawanee  nation,  except  him- 
self and  his  tribe,  were  determined  to  espouse  the  British  cause,  unless 
the  Long  Knives  could  prevent  them.  Upon  receiving  this  informa- 
tion, the  commander  of  the  garrison,  Captain  Arbuckle,  seized  upon 
Cornstalk  and  his  companion  as  hostages  for  the  peaceful  conduct  of 
his  nation. 

During  his  captivity,  Cornstalk  held  frequent  conversations  with 
the  officers,  and  took  pleasure  in  describing  to  them  the  geography  of 
the  west,  then  little  known.  One  afternoon  while  engaged  in  draw- 
ing upon  the  floor  a map  of  the  Missouri  territory,  its  water  courses 
and  mountains,  a halloo  was  heard  from  the  forest,  which  Cornstalk 
recognized  as  the  voice  of  his  son  Ellin ipsco,  a young  warrior  whose 
courage  and  address  were  almost  as  celebrated  as  his  own.  Ellinipsco 
entered  the  fort  and  embraced  his  father  most  affectionately,  having 
been  much  concerned  at  his  long  absence.  The  day  following  the 
arrival  of  Ellinipsco,  two  men  belonging  to  the  fort  crossed  the  Kana- 
wha on  a hunting  expedition,  and  as  they  returned,  some  Indians  in 
ambush  killed  one  of  them,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha.  The 
survivor  was  rescued  and  the  dead  man  brought  to  the  fort.  This 
atrocity  so  incensed  the  soldiers  that  they  cried  out,  “Kill  the  red  dogs 
in  the  fort.”  They  believed  that  the  Indians  who  had  killed  their  com- 
rade had  come  with  Cornstalk’s  son  on  the  preceding  day.  This  the 
young  man  solemnly  denied.  In  accordance  with  this  hasty  resolu- 
tion, and  without  the  semblance  of  evidence,  they  murdered  Corn- 
stalk, his  son  Ellinipsco,  and  companion  and  friend,  Red  Hawk. 

Mr.  Withers,  an  able  writer  on  Indian  affairs,  speaks  of  him  as 
follows:  “Thus  perished  the  mighty  Cornstalk,  sachem  of  the 

Shawanees,  and  king  of  the  northern  confederacy  in  1774 — a chief 
remarkable  for  many  great  and  good  qualities.  He  was  disposed  to 
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be  at  all  times  the  friend  of  white  men,  as  he  ever  was  the  advocate  of 
honorable  peace.  Hut  when  his  country’s  wrongs  called  aloud  for 
battle  he  became  the  thunderbolt  of  war,  and  made  her  oppressors 
ee  the  weight  of  his  uplifted  anus.  Ilis  noble  bearing,  his  gener- 
ous and  disinterested  attachment  to  the  colonies  when  the  thunder  of 
British  cannon  was  reverl>erating  through  the  land,  his  anxiety  to 
preserve  the  frontier  of  Virginia  from  desolation  and  death  (the 
o ject  of  Ins  visit  to  Point  Pleasant),  all  conspired  to  win  for  him  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  others;  while  the  untimely  and  perfidious  man- 
ner o ns  death  caused  a deep  and  lasting  regret  to  liervade  the 
bosoms  even  of  those  who  were  enemies  of  his  nation,  and  excited  the 
jus  me  ignat ion  of  all  toward  his  inhuman  and  barbarous  murderers.” 
t ^ l)CI_jlaPs>  the  best  known,  and  in  many  respects  the 

1 st  noted  of  the  Indian  race  who  inhabited,  the  Scioto  Valley.  His 
T?r^ailC  UfSt°*7  aie  so  intimatoly  associated  with  the  pioneer  period  in 

fZr" '\7  ^ tTV1,i]'1  is  famiHar  wiri‘  llis  «»<1  interesting 

his  • L l W8S  Calk‘d  8 chief,  a branch  of  the  Iroquois,  but 

his  death*  aillun£  the  Shawanecs,  and  finally,  before 

as  a broth  1 asaoclA  e<  "*ti*  no  particular  tribe,  but  was  welcomed 
chief  of  W <m>m"  alL  t He  ?aS  a 80,1  <>f  Shib-llimus,  who  was  a 
bencvohu,  T^n'  TaS'  * fatl'Pr  was  *"*«%  attache,!  to  the 

hh  son  , e I ,r  , San’  T‘°  SeCreta,-v  "f  Pennsylvania,  an,!  gave 
into  The  f,  ’ ^ hw  Indian  name  being  Tab-gab- 

by tile  ieemnulatinVf  T 'f*,  1,cin£  ?ra,1"a11.'’  Pushed  westward 
1772  and  located  -n  S a r'g  * °t! 10  c"*on*es’  Logan  came  to  Ohio  in 
of  Indian  creT  ilis  omT  '?***  °"  thc  01li”  ™er  at  the  mouth 
the  village  was  snhseimentlVu  TTS  ‘I'!'80  ,IP°l,1(*  was  S,K',,  that 
others  in  different  states  whil  as  indeed  are  many 

in  honor  of  the  great  chieftain''  ° " ' rP"  °f  “ 1 ra<‘PS  llavo  1,eon  named 

"f  w m i,.«- 

of  dignity  and  pride,  ^morons  .str<mff  hut  somitive,  full 

disposed  to  be  peaceful  nml  l )ravo  an^  true.”  He  was 

when  driven  to  desperation  bv°tho  .V1*.*1™8  a-ainst  the  whites 
his  vengeance  was  swift  and  ter, ihle"'' T1  atl0"  f ta’"ilv-  Tllcn 
tlie  mouth  of  Yellow  creek  Mav  -U  i — , "nmler  of  lus  relatives  at 
Greathouse,  drove  him  to  vengeance  ‘ TW;’  “ ",,<11er  0aP,ain 

peace,  in  which  he  was  mined  C Pc,'  . I,  '“’IS,'V  1,e  had  counselled 
at,  \ ellow  creek  hastened  a (W;V  UlS  ? ^le  atrocious  affair 

lowers  against  the  eS \tlt  j \ “rn,-ved  W™  and  his  fol 

are  spoken  of  i„  eonneeS,'^  "it , P "'T'Z'  HlP  rPS,,hs  which 
brother  and  others  of  his  fnmilv  w,  L T,1P  ,nnnlor  of  Logan’s 
Indian  war,  in  which  inanv  immeen^  which  ,wl  to  a hobble 
isfv  the  vengeance  of  an  incensed  i"!'  !Ps  wre  sacrificed  to  sat* 

Logan  had  much  to  do  with  or-antC'!  T’T'  •1W'°,llp-  Dwnhtl«» 
oi&anizmg  and  planning  the  attack  upon 
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Point  Pleasant,  as  he  did  in  subsequent  troubles  with  the  Shawanees, 
until  be  again  laid  aside  the  tomahawk,  and  retired  to  peaceful  life. 
All  the  kindness  of  his  great  heart  had  been  turned  to  bitterness.  He 
became  melancholy  and  miserable — wandered  about  from  tribe  to 
tribe — solitary,  dejected  and  broken-hearted.  To  drown  his  sorrow 
in  bis  later  years,  he  resorted  to  the  stimulus  of  strong  drink.  His 
life  closed  with  a tragedy.  The  memory  of  Logan  is  perpetuated  by 
a monument  under  “Logan’s  Elm”  on  the  Boggs  place  in  Pickaway 
county,  formerly  in  Green  township,  Ross  county,  and  by  another  at 
Auburn.  But  the  most  enduring  of  all  is  Mount  Logan,  just  east  of 
Chillicothe.  This  is  a massive  hill  over  six  hundred  feet  high, 
where  the  great  chieftain  remained  for  a time  as  a refugee.  Per- 
haps every  resident  of  Ross  county  is  familiar  with  the  traditional  his- 
tory of  Mount  Logan.  “For  magnanimity  in  war,  and  greatness  of 
soul  in  peace,  few,  if  any,  in  any  nation,  ever  surpassed  Logan.” 

In  connection  with  the  Indians,  it  will  be  appropriate  to  mention 
some  of  the  noted  Indian  fighters.  Two  characters  in  Ross  county 
‘pioneer  history  whose  deeds  of  daring  are  something  out  of  the  usual 
order,  even  in  those  times  of  personal  danger  and  sacrifice,  are  Daniel 
Boone  and  Simon  Kenton.  These  daring  frontiersmen  were  often 
together,  though  not  always,  in  their  exploits  against  the  savages.  Of 
the  two,  perhaps  Boone  was  the  more  aggressive  and  unrelenting;  but 
as  much  of  his  history  relates  to  border  warfare  in  Kentucky  and 
other  fields  foreign  to  our  subject,  we  must  be  content  with  a brief 
abstract  of  such  portions  of  it  as  particularly  relate  to  the  territory 
under  consideration. 

Boone’s  ancestral  home  was  on  the  Yadkin  river  in  North  Carolina; 
but  as  early  as  17(59,  he  began  his  explorations  in  Kentucky  and  was 
captured  by  Indians  on  the  22nd  of  December,  in  that  year.  lie  was 
kept  a prisoner  for  seven  days,  when  he  effected  his  escape.  lie 
removed  his  family  from  their  North  Carolina  home  to  the  embryo 
Boonesboro,  in  June,  1775.  On  the  10th  of  October  following,  they 
were  attacked  by  a band  of  forty  Indians,  and  his  eldest  son  was 
killed.  Soon  after  this  Boone  was  employed  by  Governor  Dunmore 
of  Virginia  to  conduct  a party  of  surveyors  to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio. 
This  embraced  a tour  of  eight  hundred  miles,  through  unbroken  for- 
est and  endless  dangers.  Returning  in  safety,  he  was  given  command 
of  three  garrisons  in  a campaign  against  the  Shawanees,  holding  his 
commission  from  Governor  Dunmore.  In  1775,  he  was  engaged  for  a 
time  in  “blazing”  roads  through  the  wilderness  from  Virginia  to  the 
new  settlements  in  Kentucky. 

April  1,  1775,  he  began  the  erection  of  the  fort  at  Boonesl>oro.  It 
is  said  that  his  wife  and  daughter  were  the  first  white  women  who 
ever  stood  on  the  banks  of  the  Kentucky  river.  July  15,  1776,  a hand 
of  Indians  attacked  the  fort,  and  took  his  daughter  a prisoner.  Boone 
pursued  them  with  eight  men,  killed  two  Indians  and  recovered  his 
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daughter.  The  Indians  separated  their  forces  and  attacked  the  infant 
settlements  simultaneously,  shooting  down  the  men  while  working  in 
eir  c earings.  April  15,  1777,  one  hundred  Indians  attacked 
ooneshoro,  and  killed  a number  of  the  inhabitants,  but  were  repulsed. 
On  the  -Oth  of  August,  Colonel  Bowman  arrived  from  Virginia  bring- 
joiiciiindrcdnicn,  when  the  savages  began  to  learn  the  superiority 

Booie„irg  Kr?’  V<‘,TU^  7-  Awhile  hunting  alone, 
march,- ™ ? Pt  '7 °f 7™'  a h,,ndred  ^ians,  led  by  two  Frmiehmen 

Xd  togOWan -S-B7nCS  ,0r0-  JIC  'vas  take“  l'ri— - and  com 

river  C “"'P0*?-  the  principal  Indian  town  on  the  Scioto 

Old  Chilliccih^  * a °"m^e  "as  ia^cn  fo  Detroit,  but  returned  to 
' l r "1  A/n  V There  hc  was  adopted  into  a family,  and 
a n^ose  Rngb'  lar,  and  friendly  with  his  new  relatives,  for 
the  Ze  in  employed  >>>'  his  captors-a  portion  of 

after  a ten  dnW  ^ U at  • ®prinP5  cast  of  the  Scioto.  Keturning 
tribe  contemnlnted*1  )Se,l®e  ,n  tlat  employment,  he  learned  that  the 
dred  and  fiftv  n,  J*n|  * aC'k  "pon  Booneshoro,  and  already  one  hun- 
early  morniSof  IZT*  T*  .ready  for  the  march.  In  the 
boro  on  the  90th  aft"6  ■ ' 16  kls  os<'aIK>  flud  arrived  at  Boones- 

“tV"'!"'"1  *"•'  **  d”- 

thing  made  ready  to  receive  the  attack  tT",  a"d  eVery' 

probable  destination  i attack.  But  Boone  s escape,  and 

deferred.  ’ ‘ change  of  program,  and  the  attack  was 

of  n"nSeenrme°n— Zc^T6  d°parte1d  from  his  home  with  a party 
ton-intent  upon  attaclL a ,7  7 fl“ri,,K  sf°'p-  Simon  Ken- 

Creek  (probably  Old  TovvtG  surprising  the  Indian  town  on  Paint 

lage,  met  forty  warriSZarcl,-  WheD  .with“  four  milea  of  the  vil* 
party,  though  largely  in  the  • ® against  Booneshoro.  The  little 
pletely  routing  the  Indians  and?0^  ' ’ 1>ro.lnPtlv  gave  battle,  corn- 
baggage.  One  Indian  was  killed  and  7s  three,h°rses  and  all  their 
escaped  injury.  This  is  one  of  tl’  7?  "'oundod,  while  the  whites 
of  Indian  fighting.  After  nencf6  t-°S  daring  exploits  in  the  annals 
Tnto  the  country  of  hostile  Tm-l™  than  a hundred  miles 

friends,  or  hope  of  suppZ  to  att^t’  TtW  communication  with 
O'™  number,  and  puf^m  ° Jfl  m°re  tHan  d°ub,e  their 

equaled,  even  on  the  frontier  Tr  ^ • 18  act  heroism  seldom 
nought  to  destroy  was  vacated  and 777  tV*16  vi,laSe  which  they 
to  attack  Booneshoro,  this  little  nnrh  16  Indians  were  on  the  march 
daring  and  fortitude  of  the  true  frontier?  “ 77  peH1 : yct  with  the 
tions  of  the  enemy,  and  passed  tlmm ™ T™’ they  spied  ®«t  the  posi- 
™ro.th*  day  before  a general  attack  vZt,  77’  amvlng  at  Boones- 
The  little  garrison  held  out  under  a ten  d 7 ^llawances  and  British. 

1 y-seven  Indians  were  killed  and  m ^ Slege,  during  which  time 
the  garrison  were  insignificant  ’ "d  many  wounded.  The  losses  in 
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After  the  disastrous  battle  at  Blue  Licks,  in  August,  1782,  wherein 
the  colonists  lost  sixty-seven  killed  and  seven  prisoners — among  whom 
was  Boone’s  second  son — a relief  expedition  wras  started  under  Gen- 
eral Clark,  to  pursue  and  cut  off  the  savages.  Boone  says : “We 

overtook  them  within  two  miles  of  their  town.  They  fled  in  the  utmost 
disorder,  and  evacuated  all  their  towns.  We  burned  to  ashes  Old 
Chillicothe,*  Picpia,  New  Chillicothe  and  Will’s  Town,  entirely 
destroyed  their  corn  and  other  fruits,  and  spread  desolation  through 
their  country.  We  took  seven  prisoners,  and  fifteen  scalps,  and  lost 
only  four  men,  two  of  whom  were  accidentally  killed  by  ourselves.” 

Though  it  would  be  interesting  to  follow  the  career  of  this  cour- 
ageous and  intrepid  scout,  yet  we  must  leave  him  to  the  commission  of 
many  more  acts  of  heroism,  in  localities  remote  from  the  field  under 
consideration.  And  while  it  is  probably  true  that  no  other  frontiers- 
man endured  greater  hardships,  or  faced  death  on  more  fields,  and 
under  more  hopeless  circumstances  than  he,  yet  Lieut.-Col.  Daniel 
Boone  was  permitted  to  die  a natural  death,  which  oceurred  at  the 
home  of  his  son,  Major  X.  Boone,  in  Montgomery  county,  September 
2G,  1820.  He  was  in  his  eighty-fifth  year.  We  are  indebted  to  the 
narrative  of  his  life  as  written  by  himself,  and  published  in  “Trum- 
bull’s Indian  Wars,”  for  the  data  in  the  foregoing  review.  Boone 
closes  this  interesting  narrative  in  the  following  terse  and  significant 
language:  “Two  darling  sons  and  a brother  I have  lost  by  savage 

hands,  which  have  also  taken  from  me  forty  valuable  horses  and 
abundance  of  cattle.  Many  dark  and  sleepless  nights  have  I spent, 
separated  from  the  cheerful  society  of  men,  scorched  by  the  summer’s 
sun,  and  pinched  by  the  winter’s  cold — an  instrument  ordained  to  set- 
tle the  wilderness.” 

We  now  return  to  consider,  briefly,  some  of  the  more  important 
events  in  the  life  of  Simon  Kenton — spelled  by  himself  “Kanton.” 
We  have  noticed  that  he  was  a companion  and  colaborer  with  Boone. 
Doubtless  he  appeared  upon  many  fields  in  company  with  him,  where 
Kenton’s  name  is  not  mentioned,  their  interests  being  identical,  and 
location  similar.  It  is  stated  that  Kenton  was  the  bearer  of  the  mes- 
sage to  the  beleaguered  garrison  at  Point  Pleasant,  from  Governor 
Dunmore  to  Colonel  Lewis,  wherein  the  latter  was  directed  to  form 
a junction  with  Dunmore’s  army  near  the  Shawanee  towns  on  the 
upper  Scioto.  Kenton  then  was  known  as  Butler.  (See  Aboriginal 
Races  of  North  America,  p.  541.)  This  occurring  just  prior  to  the 
great  battle  at  Point  Pleasant,  when  the  armies  of  Dunmore  and 
Colonel  Lewis  were  some  seventy-five  miles  apart,  gives  rise  to  the 

•Chillicothe  seems  to  have  been  a favorite  name  with  the  Shawanees, 
there  having  been  several  towns  of  that  name,  viz.:  One  on  the  site  of  Frank- 
fort in  Ross  county:  one  on  the  site  of  Westfall,  Pickaway  county;  one  three 
miles  north  of  Xenia  in  Greene  county;  one  on  the  site  of  Piqua  in  Miami 
county,  and  one  on  the  Maumee. 
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opinion,  expressed  by  Burk  in  his  history  of  Virginia,  that  the  Eng- 
lsh  governor  rather  favored  the  destruction  of  the  Ixovis  army ; and 
that  this  was  a ruse  to  weaken  it  at  a critical  moment.  It  is  not 
charged  .however,  that  Kenton  had  other  than  the  most  loyal  motives. 
1 he  most  thrilling  experiences  recorded  of  Kenton  is  his  capture  and 
imprisonment  m the  autumn  of  177S.  He  and  two  companions  were 
^nirt,C° ,®n*1t.Bo;vm“n  t°  explore  the  territory,  and  report  as  to  the 
'T  ^ V ?"d  attltudp  ot  tho  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  ('hillicothe  (Old 
i°">  YreCne  cpUIlty)-  After  having  successfully  completed  this 

^ n^oX  r ,U<  V,i'  ad?irc  t0  drove  of  horses 

rer  ! L l rlmnS-  , 1,1  ^tmg  ,hp  nuimals  awav,  the  savages 
Tns  role W1  ;im  5T  ,laSe;  A,thou-1!  Kenton  and  his  compan- 
with  their  oln  '*1  n.°'  ' * 'V  >fM^  dlp  Dhio,  yet  they  were  overtaken 

Kenton  want'll  ^ ^ °*  r i0  J)art*v  was  killed,  another  escaped,  and 
fs  often  ran  tto"  ^ "'aS  twice  «*dp"'ncd  to  torture,  and 

influence  of  S’  P’r'  }U‘  was  savpd  from  death  through  the 

ea  hs  am  u,  rU'  ^ "t*  h,ad  heen  ,hp  «»«*■  pf  hundreds  of 
es^mLTfr  fn  V’1-'10'?-  Yt  h°  I,roplai,l‘pd  Kenton  his  dear  and 

Dunn, ore’s  expedith’n^  ShYreTT'Tf  Y at  F<f  Pitt>  durin« 
mental  in  savintr  tlio  i;-p  * o 6 ^ e )rat0(^  l'°£’an  also  was  instru- 

««  much  ' ,,f  STW  “ 

Kenton's  trarmfpr  +V  +1  i V l irt-N ■ A ransom  was  paid  for 
• vel^T “ *’T  >»  «“  .nd  after  about 

tuck;.  Kenton  ,IW  i.i  lSOT  ,, itl'*T.  !"d  re",rn"1  <°  K“’ 
near  the  scene  of  his  U*t  fift  ‘ a^°  ?^1.ei^lt-v'one  an^  is  buried 

of  Bellefontaine  in  Teffcr-'oi  T”  °i  llfe — ^vc  llliles  northeast 
f suitable  n.Z’.n'e"  L»S™  Ohio.  The,, 

mg  place.  This  was  hronn-h /.V  ato  ex])pnse,  marks  his  last  rest>- 
friend  and  admirer  Hon  H V°v  1 lJ!.01,pl1  tho  inflllen(*e  of  his 
ture  from  Logan  county,  in  18  5 4*  " ’ a nu‘ml)er  logisla- 

with  the  records  of' 'the  cldef^n art K?0t°  vallo-v  is  closply  allied 
brief  resume  will  ho  of  [, YreY t\T! \ “ b)lt  a 

d.v  no  doubt  led  to  Lord  Dunmore’s  W-n^tl't’'^"”1  '•*  L°Kan’s  fam‘ 
dition  against  the  Shawanees  in  tl  V •’  * lnosfc  iniportant  cxpe- 
villages  at  that  time  wore  located  li  f Y'°t0  countlT-  _ The  Indian 
Mestfall,  Pickaway  county;  Grennii’  °Jn'o:  hd  Chillicothe,  now 

town,  on  Scippo  creek — a tributary  of"!*]  town  aRd  Gornstalk’s 
on  the  north  fork  of  Paint  ereek  V 0t<>’  and  0ld  hillicothe 
known  as  “Old  Town,”  and  oceunied  tl?  C°""ty-  This  was  better 
These  were  the  places  from  wl  en~  site  of  Frankfort, 

warfare  against,  the  whites  in  Kentucky  YYl  ''0  SnvaPes  in  their 
objective  points  of  the  settler,  “"d  their  villaSp*  were  the 

occupants  of  these  villages  were  t YeP  vtY  ?mtontion-  Tlle  Iudian 
missionary,  Rev.  David  Jones,  in  th^yew  1-7?8U^£,I,1-V-  V the 

. ‘ • a < ^ and  1 it  3 ; but  they 
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were  implacable,  and  all  efforts  at  conciliation  with  the  whites,  or 
the  acceptance  of  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  were  equally  unavail- 
ing. Only  lead  and  powder  had  a conciliating  influence,  as  demon- 
strated by  the  treaty  of  Lord  Dunmore. 

Following  this,  there  was  a period  of  comparative  peace.  But  the 
Indians  were  wrought  into  a fever  of  hostility  after  the  death  of 
their  renowned  chief,  Cornstalk.  The  battle-ground  had  been  pushed 
to  the  westward,  by  the  onward  march  of  civilization,  but  the  Indians 
seemed  determined  to  wipe  out  of  existence  the  little  settlements  in 
the  northern  part  of  Kentucky.  It  is  probable  that  the  Scioto 
Shawanees,  who  had  been  awed  by  the  size  of  Dunmore’s  army,  and 
only  escaped  complete  annihilation  by  their  submission  to  the  terms 
dictated  at  Camp  Charlotte,  were  less  anxious  to  prosecute  the  war 
than  those  tribes  of  their  nation  located  farther  to  the  west.  The 
valleys  of  the  Miamis  and  Mad  river  became  the  objective  points  of 
the  Kentuckians  in . their  prosecution  of  hostilities  against  the  sav- 
ages. Their  efforts  were  directed  against  the  towns  of  Old  Cliilli- 
cotlie,  on  the  present  site  of  Xenia;  Piqua,  noted  as  the  birthplace 
of  Tccumseh,  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  Mad  river,  seven  miles 
west  of  Springfield,  and  upper  and  lower  Piqua  in  Miami  county. 
This  region,  as  well  as  the  sparsely  settled  northern  part  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  characterized  as  the  “dark  and  bloody  ground,”  a term 
fully  justified  and  appropriately  used,  in  view  of  the  fierce  and  sud- 
den attacks,  numerous  battles  and  skirmishes,  and  stealthy  and 
silent  murders  by  the  Indians.  But  their  white  foes,  as  sagacious 
as  they,  and  equally  as  brave,  were  not  slow  in  meeting  them  with 
blow  for  blow. 

The  honors  of  the  first  battle  on  Paint  creek  are  about  equally 
divided  between  Boone  and  Kenton,  but  the  destruction  of  Old  Town 
or  Chillicotlie  on  the  north  fork  of  Paint  creek  is  clearly  Kenton’s 
victory.  This  battle  occurred  in  1787,  on  .the  present  site  of  Frank- 
fort, Ross  county.  For  some  time  previous  to  this  expedition,  the 
Indians  had  kept  the  settlers  around  Kenton’s  station  in  perpetual 
alarm.  Though  no  direct  assaults  were  made,  the  settlers  were  har- 
rassed  by  thefts  and  predatory  incursions  wherein  the  savages  some- 
times stealthily  committed  murder.  At  the  suggestion  of  Kenton, 
an  expedition  was  fitted  out  under  command  of  Colonel  Tod,  and 
with  their  joint  forces,  aggregating  several  hundred  highly  incensed 
men,  they  started  for  the  field.  Kenton  commanded  a company,  and 
piloted  the  expedition.  When  they  reached  a point  about  five  miles 
south  of  Old  Town,  at  a place  known  as  Poplar  ridge,  the  advance 
guard  met  four  Indians,  two  of  whom  they  killed,  and  the  others 
were  captured.  From  the  prisoners  they  learned  that  there  was  a 
large  encampment  of  Indians  between  them  and  their  objective  point. 
On  receiving  this  intelligence,  the  army  was  halted  on  Poplar  ridge, 
and  Kenton  and  his  company  went  forward  to  ascertain  the  situation 
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of  the  enemy.  11ns  done,  he  sent  an  express  to  Colonel  Tod  with 
the  acquired  information.  During  the  night,  Major  Kinkston  joined 
T.„y’ar  '!  a,K  PromPt  measures  were  taken  for  surrounding  the 

h rlT:lntICaf'^ient'  • T le  attack  was  lnade  at  earb’  dawn,  but  being 
impatient  of  deDy,  it  was  precipitated  before  there  was  sufficient 

Two  it,,-  dlberate,aI!,,’]  he"?  results  were  not  satisfactory, 

w m i S Tere  k,lllr1’  a,Kl  SeVP,‘  werc  prisoners.  Thol 

r r'':lan,Kd  the  t0"'n’  and  b-v  the  ti,,,e  the  attacking  party 
:"T’  lt;vas,des<>r,p(1-  Tbp  "as  reduced  SSS, 

took  np^ie/r  ^ar^^o/wm^00811^  ,>attIe‘«1'°lmd>  and  the  next  day 

Paint  creek& umhw^tl003 s,®kptpbes’  a second  battle  was  fought  on 

occurred  in’l793  Th  kad*P?h,P  .°f  ,dle  intreP»d  Kenton.  This 
tt.  v?.  , Tbe  exact  location  is  not  fullv  described  thomrh 

“i  * ?r«  »»;  “■  zx 

former  followers “trLrl  ??  f party  of  aboilt  thirt.v  of  his 

had  crossed  the  Ohio  neat-  ffie  .ZttTo/S  -’’f  a band  °f  I1ndi““ 
north,  decided  to  10Utl  0 , tbe  Scioto,  and  were  headed 

judged  Shtlv  as  ;rri!f  rili  and  ,cut  them.  off-  The  whites 
Indians.  After  carefully  im-n  at  "klcb  they  might  overtake  the 
the  enemy,  Kenton’s  men  „,rr tlgatl“S  tbe  Nation  and  strength  of 
in?,  and  were  prepared  for  the  altaok  l V-  •the  earl-v  morn- 

their  fire  until  it  was  light  enough  to  ¥***  to  h°ld 

case  of  the  former  attack  on  Old  T*  k<5  SUre  41111  ’ but’  as  in  tbe 
maturely,  which  alarmed  the  T„  r °Wn’  j pin  was  discharged  pre- 
The  Indians  took  to  flidit  dJr and  Precipitated  the  conflict, 
woods.  Three  IndiansTud  t!^  tbro,*h  the  creek  and  into  the 
the  others  escaping.  One  of  tie’  /«“  V Mmed  Ward’  were  killed, 
was  killed.  There  is  some  diw  attackl"£  party— Joseph  Jones— 
ing  this  battle.  Drake  in  his  between  authorities  regard- 

the  Indians  inmj  inj  h^  to  or!  1 ^ that  of 

horses  of  Kentons  part^and  rodf  th°-v  *e 

only  man  killed  upon  the  Indino  • ?Wa^  ’ tb  at  ^obn  Ward  was  the 
Captain  James  Ward,  of  the  attocU^  * lat  be  was  a brother  of 

Tecumseh  commanded  the  Indians*1^  Part'  ’ I:)rake  also  states  that 

In  the  summer  of  1795^the Keim^k*  COn®pic.uouslJ  in  this  event 
la^  in  the  Scioto  ^ lea™d  of  the  fer- 

to  explore  the  country.  The'  Tnd.'a ' 8S  or£amz°d  at  Manchester 
check  given  them  the  previous  snmm/'l  W£re  lnactlve  owing  to  the 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  following  It  ^ Wa-vne:  and  while 

oration,  General  Massie  and  hS „arf  ' ?!?  a’0"  Wre  ""der  consid- 
of  investigation.  It  mav  he  remmLT  -?  tbpir  Perilous  tour 

emarked,  incidentally,  that  Massie 
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had,  some  years  previously,  entered  and  surveyed  a considerable  body 
of  land  in  the  Scioto  and  Paint  creek  valleys,  and  that  the  principal 
object  of  his  visit  at  this  time,  was  with  a view  to  establishing  a set- 
tlement and  locating  a town.  The  difficulty  with  Indians  on  this 
occasion  deterred  him  in  this  until  the  following  year.  Massie’s 
party  consisted  of  about  forty  men,  about  half  of  whom  were  thor- 
oughly schooled  in  the  art  of  Indiah  warfare,  the  others  being  desig- 
nated as  “raw  hands”  or  “raw  recruits.”  It  is  said  that  some  of  the 
latter,  even  when  opportunity  presented,  were  not  inclined  to  change 
this  mark  of  distinction  for  that  of  “seasoned  veterans.”  As  leaders 
of  the  exploring  party,  we  find  Gen.  J ames  Menary,  and  Rev.  Rob- 
ert W.  Finley  in  connection  with  General  Massie.  After  several 
days’  travel  through  the  wilderness,  they  observed  fresh  Indian  signs 
near  the  falls  of  Paint  creek.  The  savages  were  soon  located  at 
Reeves’  crossing — the  site  of  Kenton’s  battle  two  years  before. 
Preparations  were  made  for  a surprise  and  attack,  which  was  done 
in  true  frontier  style,  and  resulted  in  a decided  victory  to  the  attack- 
ing party.  The  Indians  left  everything  except  their  guns.  Massie’s 
party  hastily  gathered  up  whatever  of  value  the  enemy  had  left 
behind,  and  they,  too,  retreated  towards  the  settlement  at  Manches- 
ter. Expecting  that  the  Indians  would  follow,  they  made  prepara- 
tions to  repel  an  attack  on  their  night-camp,  on  Brush  Creek.  The 
following  morning,  the  Indians  attacked  them  before  daylight,  and 
the  fighters  in  the  company  resisted  manfully.  Those  who  were 
“averse  to  the  shedding  of  blood” — particularly  their  own — occupied 
a convenient  and  accommodating  sink-hole,  where  the  bullets  could 
not  reach  them.  Several  of  the  party’s  horses  were  killed,  and  one 
man  was  severely  wounded.  After  an  hour’s  severe  fighting  the 
Indians  retreated.  At  the  first  encounter  a Mr.  Robinson  was  killed, 
and  Massie’s  party  liberated  a white  prisoner,  whom  they  returned 
to  his  friends. 

This  was  the  last  Indian  fight  in  the  Scioto  country,  as  it  was,  also, 
the  last  contest  of  the  old  Indian  war.  Colonel  McDonald,  to  whose 
sketches  we  are  indebted  for  much  information  in  affairs  pertaining 
to  Indian  troubles  in  the  Scioto  valley,  very  pertinently  says : “Xot- 

withstanding  I was  bom  and  raised  on  the  frontier,  I am  unable  to 
describe  to  the  life,  the  terror,  tumult  and  confusion  of  an  Indian 
alarm.  Although  I have  when  young,  repeatedly  run  clinging  to  my 
mother’s  gown,  from  our  cabin  to  a place  of  safety — the  confusion 
and  distressing  scene  of  a family  in  flight,  their  cabin  in  flames,  their 
all  destroyed,  the  thousand  restless  cares  and  tender  sorrows,  to 
which  they  were  incessantly  exposed,  language  fails  in  describing. 
To  see  whole  families  wandering  from  their  homes,  seeking  shelter 
and  safety,  was  only  a common  occurrence  on  the  frontier.  Such 
scenes  as  these  tried  the  worth  of  men,  and  proved  who  were  the  sol- 
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diers.  Happily  for  our  country,  no  repetition  of  such  scenes  of  dis- 
tress are  to  he  anticipated  in  future.” 

The  Shawanees,  the  unconquerable  and  uncompromising  enemy  of 
the  early  settlers  in  the  Scioto  country,  were  slow  to  join  with  the 
1 e of  westward  emigration ; and,  for  many  years  after  a permanent 
pe.ace  was  established,  wandering  bands  of  Shawanees  would  annu- 
ally visit  their  old  hunting  grounds  in  Ross  county,  and  their  inter- 
course wit  i t le  settlers  came  to  be  regarded  more  as  an  occasion  of 
pleasant  remembrances  than  of  dread  or  danger.  Some  pleasant 
friendships  were  formed  between  the  pioneer  families  and  some  of 
Sflr  /or™'  blood-thirsty  foes.  They  were  warm  and  devoted 
i t1re^erous  and  unrelenting  enemies.  The  Shawanees 
trills  nf  rT  1 a &reater  degrec  of  intelligence  than  most  other 
ical  1 n i900’  an<!  Were  a^s?  suP°rior  specimens  of  phys- 

finallv*  T 'rl  .iT  egrees  submitted  to  national  control,  and 
There  the  hCd  "Cf  goJerll,nont  rpsprvat‘on  in  Indian  Territory. 

aconTed  L Tant  °!  ,the  tr^e-about  fifteen  hundred-have 
adopted  the  customs  of  their  White  brothers,  engaging  in  general 

farming,  and  have  even  put  their  children  in  schools.  S 
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CHAPTER  III. 


SETTLEMENT  AND  ORGANIZATION. 

DX  APRIL,  1785,  four  families  attempted  to  form  a permanent 
settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto,  upon  the  present  site  of 
Portsmouth.  They  came  down  the  Ohio  from  Redstone,  Penn- 
sylvania, and,  believing  that  a permanent  peace  had  been 
effected  between  the  Indians  and  whites  at  this  point,  selected 
their  lands  and  began  the  work  of  tilling  the  soil.  While  on  an 
exploring  tour  up  the  valley,  lured  hither  by  the  glowing  accounts 
they  had  heard  of  the  wonderful  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  country, 
the  four  men  were  attacked  by  their  camp-fire  at  night,  and  two  of 
the  party  were  killed,  the  others  escaping.  They  lost  no  time  in 
reaching  the  unprotected  women  and  children  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Scioto,  where  they  imparted  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of  their 
two  comrades.  Embarking  upon  their  boat  with  their  few  belong- 
ings, they  were  soon’en  route  for  more  secure  quarters  at  Limestone, 
Kentucky. 

It  was  after  this  that  the  settlements  were  made  at  Marietta,  Gal-* 
lipolis,  Xorth  Bend,  Columbia  and  Cincinnati,  of  all  of  which  suffi- 
cient mention  is  made  in  the  State  history.  The  settlement  of  the 
Scioto  valley  was  delayed  by  order  of  Congress. 

Before  proceeding  with  an  account  of  the  settlement  and  organiza- 
tion of  Ross  county,  a brief  review  of  the  question  of  title  to  the  lands 
will  be  necessary.  As  is  well  known,  the  French  were  the  first  civil- 
ized people  who  laid  claim  to  the  territory  now  embraced  within  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  France  retained  nominal  lordship  of  the  region 
until  the  Treaty  of  Paris  in  17G3,  when  the  territory  northwest  of 
the  Ohio  came  into  possession  of  Great  Britain.  The  English 
retained  possession  until  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 
1783,  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  LTnited  States 
then  became  the  sovereign  of  the  territory,  but  did  not  entirely  sup- 
plant  the  British  for  twelve  years. 

All  this  was  aside  from  the  claims  of  the  real  inhabitants  of  the 
land.  The  Iroquois  Indians,  or  Six  Xations,  laid  claim  to  the  entire 
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Ohio  country,  basing  their  claims  upon  the  assumption  that  they  had 
conquered  it,  and  held  the  territory  by  right  of  conquest.  This  claim 
was  extinguished  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  con- 
cluded October  22,  1784.  The  treaty  of  Fort  McIntosh  in  1785  was 
intended  to  quiet  the  claims  of  the  Delawares,  Wyandots,  Ottawas 
a-Q  lipped  as,  m the  Ohio  \ alley.  The  Shawanees  relinquished 
their  claims  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaties  of  Fort  Finney,  Jan- 

JmLi  ?f  F°rt  Harmar  (held  *>y  General  St  Clair), 

anuarj  9,  1789,  by  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  August  3,  1795,  and 
various  other  treaties  from  that  date  until  1818.  It  is  a notable  fact 

honollT7  f °f  °,  UI?-S?  Was  ac(luired  froi"  the  Indians  through 
honorable  means  embodied  m treaty  or  purchase. 

s,.e  IS 

- 

undeVttludSV°U  °f  t0  the  Federal  the  public  domain, 

The  n ncZl  I"”3  named  in  thc  chartel',  "'aa  variously  classified: 
United  Stlte  t -S;°nS  83  f0ll0Ws.:  . !•  Congress  Lands;  2. 

Ws  St  ria3t50°-.  ,Frt  Grant>  n-  DolcLmn’s  Grant;  12.’ 
Load  Lands •’  10  School  t""  t ^ ^"rnP*ke  Lands;  15.  Maumee 

erviilTLTpT^ar  aTlrete0-?01 ^ ^*8  various  res- 

this  work  is  affected.  The  VW°1;>  0V‘  .’‘'aced  'Vldlin  the  scope  of 
lands  reserved  for  Virginia  mimf1/'18  iIl!ltar.y  district  embraced 
government,  for  the  purpose  of  m . 'ti  ■ cessJon  t°  the  United  States 
of  that  state.  The  ae/of  cession  ’ardlng  ,the  Evolutionary  soldiers 
tory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river”  to  tl,  ‘[f in  “the  terri' 
lands  for  distribution  to  the  Yimn k sSr  S S’  rescrved  these 

reserved  by  the  State  south  of  the  J.f.  ldlprs>  1,1  casf'  the  territory 
to  supply  the  demand.  When  this  defie'H'^’  Sh°'Jkl  b°  ‘"sufficient 
lands  embraced  within  this  title  „ "cy  was  found  to  exist  the 

These  lands  la  v W en  t L S by  t,lc  01d  D°«nin- 

which  were  oJ^Z 


ion. 


nvers, 


from  which  were  oreanke  T .0t°  and  Li'"«  y 
Clermont,  Highland  Favette  ir?rntlCS  of  Adi,ms>  Brown,  Clinton, 
Scioto,  Pike,  Ross,  Pickawav  F.lu”’  ^ Union  ; als°  Potions  of 
Logan,  Clark,  G^cEtt  Delaware  Marion,  Hardin, 
Congress  passed  an  act  oneliin^  ’^anen  a"d  Hamilton, 
the  report  of  the  governor  of  v " w '®  ,l:esen,atio"  to  settlement  upon 
existed  i„  ft,  « d,8ci,„„  of  ^ Zi, 

seMier  fro,„  Virrf™  * 0I"°' 


, Every  honorablv  dis- 
therefore  entitled,  under  the  pro- 
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visions  of  the  State,  to  receive  a military  land  warrant  entitling  him 
to  a certain  number  of  acres  free  of  charge,  the  amount  being  based 
upon  his  rank,  term  of  service,  etc.  The  beneficiaries,  under  this 
liberal  provision,  constituted  a large  proportion  of  the  early  settlers 
in  that  territory  embraced  within  this  reservation.  The  lands  were 
not  surveyed  according  to  the  range  and  township  system  then 
adopted  by  the  government,  and  since  prevalent  in  new  territory,  but 
were  parcelled  out  according  to  the  several  demands  of  the  occupants, 
and  described  by  the  irregular  system  of  “metes  and  bounds.”  This 
led  to  extensive  litigations  in  later  years,  involving  much  expense  and 
trouble.  All  of  that  portion  of  Ross  county  lying  west  of  the  Scioto 
river,  being  in  the  “Virginia  Military  Tract,”  was  surveyed  accord- 
ing to  the  irregular  system,  while  that  portion  of  the  county  lying 
east  of  the  Scioto,  being  in  the  district  of  “Congress  Lands,”  was 
surveyed  according  to  rectangular  or  Congressional  system  of  sur- 
veys, and  these  conditions  still  exist. 

Early  provisions  were  made  for  the  support  of  free  schools,  and 
Congress  reserved  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  lands  lying  northwest 
of  the  Ohio  river  for  their  maintenance.  These  lands,  together  with 
other  Congressional  reservations  for  the  public  welfare,  became,  in 
later  years,  the  subject  of  much  political  speculation,  and  in  many 
instances  were  perverted  by  designing  persons  from  the  real  purposes 
intended.  Much  fruitless  legislation  resulted  because  of  the  private 
or  personal  interests  of  individuals,  without  materially  enhancing 
the  interests  of  education.  Passing  through  the  varied  experiences 
of  speculation,  as  the  early  years  of  Statehood  passed,  the  question  of 
school  lands  was  finally  systematized  by  the  appointment  of  honest 
and  conscientious  commissioners,  and  the  lands  thus  became  the 
nucleus  to  the  present  magnificent  school  fund  of  the  State. 

We  will  now  return  and  take  up  the  question  of  further  settlements 
as  incidental  to  the  organization  and  development  of  Ross  county. 
In  1791,  General  Nathaniel  Massie  established  the  first  settlement 
in  the  Virginia  military  district,  this  being  the  town  of  Manchester 
in  Adams  county.  During  the  succeeding  two  years,  he  continued 
to  locate  and  survey  the  best  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Manchester,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1793  he  decided  to  attempt  a surveying  expedition  on 
the  Scioto  river.  For  that  purpose  he  employed  a party  of  about 
thirty  men,  of  whom  three  were  chosen  as  assistant  surveyors.  These 
were  John  Beasley,  Nathaniel  Beasley  and  Peter  Lee.  Duncan 
McArthur  was  now  employed  for  the  first  time  with  General  Massie, 
and  accompanied  this  party  as  a chain  bearer.  In  the  month  of 
October  this  corps  of  daring  adventurers  ascended  the  Ohio  in  canoes 
as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto,  thence  up  that  stream  to  the  mouth 
of  Paint  creek.  Here  they  went  to  work,  making  many  surveys  on 
the  Scioto,  passing  up  the  river  as  far  as  Westfall.  Surveys  were 
II— 4 
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rilawavcoLt.V  i t and  the  ^eator  l)art  of  Ross  and 

partirsYrvTZ  T)  JaCe“.  **  strca,ns  were  wl>  explored  and 
Sout  hlvinf'  Jt  Party  ret!lrned  to  U‘eir  homes  on  the  Ohio 
lSted^hfl,r-  t!11''  ,01;P°s,t‘an  from  the  enemy,  and  were 
iTthefacTrf  the  , ^aut\ful  country  of  the  Scioto  valley, 
sourees  the  dffffremT  "T  "g  dangRr8’  Massie  explored  to  their 
tL T sed1f;enn!':rf M W "S  the  Little  Miami,  and 
Clear  creeL  thus  fl,^-  nrdlreCtl0n  to  the  hcads  of  Paint  and 
knowled™  of\he  £reo^ri?-nSifl°“1-PerSOnal  observ»tion  a definite 
trict. Sis hSffJ?1  position  of  the  Virginia  military  dis- 
1793-4.  ™ work  was  performed  during  the  winter  of 

fu^pLtyTntn^Itenlh’e1^ "94_5’.was  sPent  bJ  Massie  and  his  faith- 
being on  Tod’s  fork  and  nnTl^Tr^  •t°Ur’  tbe*r  deld  of  operations 
in  dark  county)  the, me  tin  SfJ  ’™  V*  ,Chilli“th«>  *oU  (now 
to  their  sources.  ’ The  n»rtv  ff'°  ®cree^  and  f aesar’s  creek  nearly 
borne  with  that  spirit  of  indiff^^  1,nt®ld  llardships,  which  were 
and  fearless  frontiersmen  The6”06  S?  c haracteristic  of  the  hardy 
General  Wayne  had  rcXodH,"  ”**”*  defoat  of  the  Indiaaa  b7 

Massie  party  was  not  disturbed  SPI"c"'hat  Passive,  and  the 

presence  of  the  redskins  rendered  "I°rk’  * 10ugb  tlle  immediate 
expedition  was  charaeterled  as 1 Z ***  ^ions.  This 
serious  than  the  shortage  of  bread  hv  anr‘ng  t°ur>  rendered  more 
snow,  which  prevented  the  tulcino-  ' * ' reas?n  °f  the  nmisually  deep 
supply  the  party  of  twenty-eiirhf  r°  ^ f ^ snfficient  quantities  to 
three  days’  fast,  during  an  excent^\  ^ 18  recorded  that  after  a 
were  killed,  which  wefe  iT”  St°m’  tw°  turkeys 

eager  y devoured  without  regard  to “uln f 1, “T*  the  Party,  and 
, . Gol.  John  McDonald  was  nlse  * P , featbers  or  claws, 
his  interesting  description  of  the^T^VV  * th,S  part'’’  and  closes 
pathetic  language:  “Only  reflect  ^1°'  "'  ,with  the  following 

of  twenty-eight  men,  exposed  to  the  holm’  °t  * Critieal  situation 
in  the  wilderness,  without  hut  tent  or  * °*  a ternble  snow-storm 
more  appalling,  without  provision  wftl,oTnng’  a"d’  what  was  sti11 
to  retreat  on,  and  nearlva  hunSd  S 7™  ^ °r  cven  a track 
place  of  shelter,  exposed  to  the  tnd v Z P'  an-v  fri™d».V  aid  or 
of  a storm  of  four  days’  eon  tin,.  In  trem?ndoi,s  and  pitiless  iieltines 
some  faint  idea  of  the  suffering  WThi^  P P fan°-v  to  yourself 
forty  years  have  passed,  I can^scarceWtly  u'  # Altho,,Ph  more  than 

in  the  Scioto  valley  was  fn,strIted  ,TT4-l'1n'OSe  to  Mtal>li8l,  « town 

the  iUfian  °r 

for  such  men  as  he 
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riences  previously  recorded,  General  Massie  returned  to  the  Scioto 
valley  in  the  early  spring  of  1796,  bringing  a numerous  party  with 
him  from  the  Manchester  settlements,  some  of  whom  came  by  water, 
and  others  over  land,  They  met  by  agreement  at  the  inouth  of  Paint 
creek,  at  a place  afterwards  known  as  ‘‘Station  Prairie.”  The  par- 
ties who  arrived  by  the  water  route  brought  with  them  a generous 
supply  of  provisions,  farming  implements  and  other  articles  neces- 
sary to  effect  a permanent  settlement.  On  the  first  day  of  April, 
1796,  they  landed  their  goods,  commenced  building  their  cabins,  and 
prepared  to  plant  a crop.  Three  hundred  acres  of  rich  prairie  land 
were  quickly  subdued  and  rendered  tillable  by  the  willing  efforts  of 
thirty  plowmen,  and  now  the  din  and  bustle  of  civilization  succeeded 
the  quiet  and  stealthy  tread  of  the  savage. 

The  first  cabins  of  white  men  erected  in  the  Scioto  valley  were  in 
Scioto,  then  Ross,  county.  They  were  erected  by  Archibald  and 
Thomas  McDonald  and  Josiah  Merritt  Next  came  the  settlement 
of  the  Chenoweths  and  a few  others  on  the  Pe-pee  prairie,  followed 
by  the  settlement  of  Chillicothe.  All  these  settlements  were  made 
between  January  1 and  April  30,  1796.  There  had  been  a scattered 
hut  or  two,  built  by  hunters  and  traders,  but  these  were  the  begin- 
nings of  the  first  permanent  settlements. 

While  the  settlers  were  engaged  with  all  zeal  in  the  establishment 
and  improvement  of  their  homes,  Massie  was  equally  zealous  in  select- 
ing a site  for  a town,  which  had  engaged  his  thoughts  since  his  first 
visit  to  the  Scioto  valley.  Apparently  he  had  even  then  conceived 
the  idea  of  making  this  site  his  permanent  home,  as  evinced  by  the 
care  taken  in  the  selection,  as  well  as  in  the  later  work  of  laying  out 
the  town  according  to  some  preconceived  ideas  of  beauty  and  con- 
venience. The  site  finally  chosen  evinces  superior  wisdom  as  a mili- 
tary genius,  a far-seeing  appreciation  as  to  the  needs  of  the  colony 
in  future  years,  and  a keen  perception  of  the  beautiful  in  Nature’s 
generous  distribution  of  natural  scenery.  In  the  broad  and  fertile 
valley  between  the  Scioto  and  Paint  creek  are  some  three  thousand 
acres  of  choice  land,  the  bottom  being  some  five  miles  in  length,  and 
from  one  to  two  miles  in  width,  at  the  point  where  the  creek  and  the 
river  run  nearly  parallel  with  each  other.  Here  General  Massie  laid 
out  the  town  of  Chillicothe,  which  in  a few  years  became  one  of  the 
most  famous  localities  in  the  West.  The  town  was  prosperous  from 
the  first,  and  within  the  first  year  of  its  existence  had  several  stores, 
a tavern,  mechanical  shops,  and — above  all — a spirit  of  thrift  and 
industry  characteristic  of  the  high  class  of  citizenship  which  had  here 
sought  a home.  Chillicothe'  was  the  ninth  territorial  town  estab- 
lished, its  predecessors  being,  in  the  order  named,  Marietta,  Colum- 
bia, Cincinnati,  Gallipolis,  Manchester,  Hamilton,  Dayton  and 
Franklin. 

The  Indians  were  disposed  to  be  peaceful,  observing  their  promises 
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waT  lner  ir.n,l  •!',?  ^ of  Greenville-  Xo  trouble  whatever 
indUC!?bv  tV,?d^  h ‘ ‘f"!’  except  when  ™der  the  excitement 

condiSn  of  JIhT,man  * fire-'vater;”  this  very  satisfactory 
condition  of  peaceful  associations  continued  unbroken  for  many 

,bxr  "r fiw  "pT”1  *• 

was  orijrnnollTr  r ^le  ^and  upon  which  it  was  located 

land  owner  in  the  "n^enerf*  ^assie,  who  was  an  extensive 

to  locate  at  the  ™ ^ * t0  Vf 1 ey‘  As  a lneanS  of  encouraging  people 

As  a f„rri»,  1 ’ d hlS  hberal  offer  was  faithfully  observed, 

rate,  either  fo/cashTr"1™  S°^lers’  he  sold  llis  ’ands  at  a very  low 
equal  chance  witlAk  t™<?’ hence  tlle  worthy  poor  man  had  an 
of  a home  in  the  wilderness0  °rtnnate  brother  in  the  establisliment 

Revohi twn /'afl  ^he^e°  was  ° ®,ettlerS  Were  VirPnia  soldiers  of  the 
aggressive  and  progressive’  el  S°’  u Stron^  representation  of  that 

hardy  pioneers  weSS  to  Wh^?r  as,  ^‘ch-Irish.  These 

of  the  frontier  by  reason  of  rvn»  • <S,Ups’  dan£ors,  and  privations 
in  the  Continental  army  or  on  theT  dlmn?  \]aa*  teri"  of  se™ce 
ginia  and  Kentucky.  They  ^**37™*}  -°f  c*Tilization  in  Vir' 
provident  people,  who  soon  left  H,  • °f  'ntolllScnt>  active  and 
the  primitive  foresT  ancTattra/tl  |ho  ,1Inpress  of  their  industry  upon 
former  homes  in  other  localities1  °T1<?rS  °f  character  from  their 
Chillicothe  the  population  had  ine  l^™.  aftCr  the  f°»nding  of 
territory  to  the  extent  that  the  ” 1leased  within  the  bounds  of  the 
and  this  was  done  by  proclamation  eiJa"(ied  ®ount.V  orgtinization ; 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  on  tlie  20th  of  August*  1798  lemtorial  garner, 

ter,  on  the  date  of  October  27  1708  !"nat;  Freeman  & Carpen- 
iency,  Governor  St,  Clair  returned’  f81^-  /"ast  Sundav,  his  Excel- 

T?OQo'he  has.laid  °ff  a new  countv  wb^T  f ^ fnJm  a tour  UP  the 
KOSS,  of  which  Chillicothe  is  the^ee  1 ° las  S* ven  the  name  of 
The  name  of  “Ross”  wlo  u the,ccmnty  town.” 

Ross,  who  was  then  a prominenTno^'6  ^Vernor  in  honor  of  James 
and  the  Federalist  candidate  for  'C'an  ln  Allegheny  county,  Pa., 
Ross  was  the  sixth  territorial  eounf>Jerni0rii°f  that  commonwealth. 
units  of  the  State,  as  subsequently  defin T w°i  .partl-v  within  the 
Wayne,  Adams  and  JeffersoL  preL  wTt’  Ungt°n’  Hamilton> 
of  the  county  was  almost  eoevt03  ff-  ,t-  The  onginal  territory 

alWb0’’  and. deluded  much  more  terrimlthu!le  W,'°le  of  the  Scioto 
I Vsn'11*'05  hordering  on  it  1,V  * lan  18  now  embraced  in 

*?4  part  a 

C»l.v,lk;  >»*  .W  „ SPrfr-  ;he  pre"nt  <£•»  « 

erection  of  Pickaway  county  estab- 
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lished  the  northern  boundary  of  Ross  where  it  now  is.  The  erec- 
tion of  Scioto  and  Pike  counties  narrowed  the  southern  limits,  the 
eastern  boundary  being  brought  to  its  present  location  by  the  forma- 
tion of  the  abutting  counties  of  Hocking,  Vinton,  and  Jackson,  while 
on  the  west  it  was  established  as  at  present  by  the  erection  of  High- 
land and  Fayette  counties.  In  more  recent  years  it  was  further 
sought  to  reduce  the  area  of  Ross  county  by  the  establishment  of 
“Massie”  county  from  portions  of  Ross,  Highland,  Pike  and  Adams, 
a petition  to  that  effect  being  presented  to  the  legislature  in  October, 
1840.  The  enterprise  met  with  some  favor,  especially  as  it  was 
sought  by  this  movement  to  honor  the  memory  of  the  man  who  had 
accomplished  more  than  any  other  person  in  bringing  about  the  then 
existing  condition  of  advanced  civilization.  But  this  tardy  justice 
was  subverted  bv  the  belief  that  the  promoters  of  the  scheme  were 
prompted  by  personal  motives  under  cover  of  the  more  popular  one, 
which  appealed  to  the  people.  Bainbridge  was  to  have  been  the  seat 
of  justice  had  “Massie  county”  been  brought' into  existence,  and  the 
active  promoters  of  the  enterprise  were  J.  M.  Greene,  D.  C.  Carson 
land  Elijah  Rockwell.  It  will  ever  remain  a cause  of  just  criticism 
that  the  name  of  Massie  was  not  thus  honored,  instead  of  the  distin- 
guished Pennsylvania  politician. 

The  “forties”  seem  to  have  been  a crucial  period  in  the  maintain- 
ing of  the  boimdaries  of  the  county,  since  two  other  efforts  were  made 
to  subdivide  the  territory — one  to  establish  McArthur  county,  with 
South  Salem  as  the  county  seat — the  other  to  create  a county  from  the 
territory  of  Ross  and  adjacent  counties  near  Adelphi,  with  that  town 
as  the  seat  of  justice.  But  further  efforts  at  subdivision  proved 
abortive,  and  the  county  boundaries  have  remained  undisturbed  for 
the  greater  part  of  a century.  It  contains  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  square  miles,  and  a population  of  40,940,  according  to  the  cen- 
sus of  1900. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1798,  Governor  St.  Clair  issued  a proc- 
lamation directing  the  qualified  electors  of  the  Northwest  Territory 
to  hold  elections  for  territorial  representatives  on  the  third  Monday 
of  December  following.  The  counties  of  Washington,  Hamilton, 
St  Clair,  Knox,  Randolph,  Wayne,  Adams,  Jefferson  and  Ross 
participated  in  this  election,  selecting  twenty-two  representatives. 
Of  these  Ross  county  had  four,  viz. : Thomas  Worthington,  Elias 

Langham,  Samuel  Finley  and  Edward  Tiffin.  Nathaniel  Massie, 
then  a resident  of  Adams  county,  was  elected  a representative  from 
that  district,  his  associate  being  Joseph  Darlinton.  This  constituted 
the  law-making  power  of  the  territory  when  taken  in  conjunction 
with  a legislative  council  of  five  members  who  were  appointed  by  the 
United  States  Congress.  The  legislature,  of  two  houses  and  twenty- 
seven  members,  met  at  Cincinnati,  September  16,  1799.  Sixteen  of 
the  twenty-two  members  of  the  elective  house  were  residents  within 
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the  present  limits  of  Ohio,  as  were,  also,  three  out  of  the  five  members 
o the  legislative  council.  Echvard  Tiffin  of  Ross  county  was  elected 
to  the  position  of  speaker  of  the  house;  and  here  was  the  beginning 
° j i ij1*84*®6  and  Pobt*c{d  prominence  which  the  county  attained 
and  held  for  many  years  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs. 

Ihe  first  regular  session  of  the  legislature  was  prorogued  bv  the 
governor,  December  19,  1700,  and  the  date  of  the  second  session 
faxed  as  the  first  Monday  in  November,  1800.  But  before  this  sec- 
ond meeting  Congress,  by  act  of  May  7,  1800,  set  off  Indiana  terri- 
tory, west  of  the  line  of  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river  and  Fort 
Recovery  northward.  Of  the  eastern  division  of  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory Chillicothe  was  designated  as  the  seat  of  government,  and  the 

f;nla  Ure;n^,at  t i.‘S  new  capito1  Xovember  3,  1800,  and  continued 
until  dissolved  by  the  governor  December  9th 

aJ“1801  a seco,K)  flection  was  held  and  the  apportionment  of  repre- 
c a r a£anged  ln  conformity  with  the  new  boundaries  and  new 
counties.  Ross  county  returned  four  members— Edward  Tiffin 

Tiffto  w W°rth7t0n’  ?l'as  Lan?ham  and  Nathaniel  Massie.  Mr 
Tiffin  was  again  honored  by  election  to  the  speakership  The  session 
convened  on  the  24th  of  NovemW  iem  1 . 1 rue  session 

23  1809  u i • 'ember,  1801,  continuing  until  January7 

Tl.I  ’ . . "ijoorncl  l»  meet  at  Cincinnati,  or  elsetvbere 

Massie  Francis'  1™n,  Thomas  Worthington,  Nathaniel 

leaders  w^  tomuTa  e7  me  M°rrow  were’ prominent 

they  felt  certain  wa/lt  l i t'8  °f  ?PPosmg  the  scheme,  which 
part  of  the  governor  It  is  unnere^'"  N pollti.eal  motives  upon  tlie 
this  controversy  further  than  to  state* 7 !°ti°  mt°  detai,s.  regarding 
commissioned  to  «o  to  the  mf  1 **  . a»  Pbomas  Worthington  was 
the  faction  present  the  cTaims  of 

iel  Massie  introduced  a resolution  in  tl  1he.'"’aS  S°  cn"ap<?d  Nathan- 
choosing  of  a committee  to  address  Con^81 "7  authorizing  the 
proposed  state  government  This  ™ I jT?  .0n  ,the  subJect  of  the 
of  twelve  to  five,  and  it  was  fell  ‘fldefeat  ln  the  house  b->r  a vote 

the  house  providing  for  taking  tlieTensus  o/the'Nrtl  Wl?h  paSSed 
— the  evident  intention  hpint  ^ i * S . t le  ^orthwest  territory 
there  was  sufficient  population  to  tbe  question  whether 

states  from  the  territory  embraced  ?^a. lze  tbe  organization  of  two 
consideration  of  thisTneasnre  d Wltlun  the  bo"nds  of  Ohio.  The 
council.  At  this  session  it  Postponed  bv  the  legist;™ 


postponed  by  the  legislative 


Chillicothe  to  Cincinnati!  * VOted  to  the  capifaffrl 

delphia,  and^ 7 his  efforts  «t  Phila- 
g his  influence  to  effect  the  organization. 
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Worthington  succeeded  in  his  efforts,  and  on  the  4th  of  March,  1802, 
a report  was  made  to  Congress  in  favor  of  authorizing  a state  conven- 
tion. It  was  believed  that  by  reason  of  the  sale  of  half  a million 
acres  by  the  government  since  the  census  of  1800,  and  the  consequent 
rapid  increase  in  population,  the  minimum  limit  of  sixty  thousand, 
as  contemplated  in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  would  be  attained,  this 
being  an  increase  of  fifteen  thousand  above  the  census  of  1800.  It 
was  the  purpose  of  this  convention  to  formulate  plans  for  State  organ- 
ization and  prepare  a State  constitution.  The  committees  having 
this  matter  in  charge  submitted  their  report  to  Congress,  and  on  the 
30th  of  April,  1802,  that  body  passed  an  act  carrying  into  effect  the 
recommendations  of  the  committee. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  territorial  legislature,  in  session 
at  Chillicothe,  had  adjourned  on  the  23d  of  January,  1802,  to  recon- 
vene at  Cincinnati.  But  it  failed  to  meet  according  to  adjournment, 
since  eight  representatives  were  members  of  the  Constitutional  con- 
vention, and  all  plainly  saw  that  the  territorial  form  of  government 
was  soon  to  be  supplanted  by  the  State  organization.  The  State  con- 
vention met  at  Chillicothe  at  the  same  time  the  territorial  legislature 
should  have  been  in  session  at  Cincinnati.  Governor  St.  Clair, 
defeated,  though  still  hopeful,  was  courteously  permitted  to  address 
the  convention,  though  not  without  considerable  opposition.  Even 
now,  though  the  movement  for  State  organization  was  fostered  and 
encouraged  Ijy  Congress,  St.  Clair  strongly  urged  the  postponement 
of  the  State  organization,  hoping  by  his  inflammatory  address  and 
violent  opposition  to  carrying  his  point.  But  when  the  test  vote 
was  taken  St.  Clair  had  but  one  supporter  out  of  thirty-three  mem- 
bers present  and  voting.  For  his  violent  language  the  governor  was 
removed  by  President  Jefferson.  On  the  29th  of  November,  1802, 
the  constitution  of  State  government  was  ratified  and  signed  by  the 
members  of  the  convention.  It  was  never  referred  to  the  people  for 
their  approbation,  but  became  the  fundamental  law  of  the  State  by 
the  act  of  the  convention  and  approval  of  Congress ; and  thus  Ohio 
became  one  of  the  states  of  the  Federal  Union. 

We  have  cited  these  events  relative  to  the  organization  of  the  State 
with  a view  to  showing  the  political  prominence  attained  by  Boss 
county  citizens.  We  find  among  the  signers  of  the  first  constitution 
the  following  distinguished  names  from  Boss  county:  Michael 

Baldwin,  Edward  Tiffin,  James  Grubb,  Thomas  Worthington  and 
Nathaniel  Massie.  Edward  Tiffin  was  made  president  of  the  con- 
vention and  Judge  Thomas  Scott,  also  of  Chillicothe,  was  the  sec- 
retary. 

In  the  Scioto  Gazette  of  December  18,  1802,  appears  the  official 
proclamation  of  Jeremiah  McLene,  sheriff  of  Boss  county,  calling 
the  first  general  election  under  the  constitution,  and  locating  the 
polling  places  throughout  the  county.  It  is  an  interesting  old  docu- 
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ment,  scarcely  legible  after  the  lapse  of  a hundred  years.  This  is 
Volume  m,  No.  153,  “printed  at  the  seat  of  Government,”  by  N. 

SsS;s  fallows': t0  H°n0rable  LeffislatUre’’  The  Plantation 

ri v^atT-eaSJ\\e  f!?e-al  assemblJ  of  the  territory  Northwest  of  the 
and  held It  , Sir  T*"  Seco,nd  Session  of  the  general  assembly,  begun 
thousand  lK1C?he,’  °D  M°nday’  the  third  daJ  of  November^ one 
In  act  entTffd  blindrCd’  P8SS  a certain  acfc  entitled,  ‘An  act  to  amend 
tants  of  the  d At\  t0  ascertain  the  number  of  free  male  inhabi- 
Shwe  f of The o^T'  in  th6,  territ0I7  of  the  United  States 
tives  for  the  l\°’  an(  to  regulate  the  election  of  representa- 

hv  ballot  and  tw’ti"  lere  ),V  * ’s  required  that  all  elections  shall  be 
at  their  next  lr  ***  i ° co.urt  °f  quarter  sessions  in  each  county  shall, 
nei  v off  e Trvl  S.r\0n’  to  ^ holden  after  the  first  day  of  May 
And  Iheile  io  h C0.unties  into  election  districts! 

formity  -to  the  In  f'ti  0 quarter  sessions  for  Ross  county,  in  con- 
he  counts  RoL  • 0rnt017,  aforesaid>  did  off  and  diride 

trict  the  Lt  m Ta  eftl0D  districts>  a8  foUowa,  to-wit:  Dis- 

election to  beholder h G 1o'Jr[8bi]'8  °f  •f'telt  and  Jefferson,  the 
second^strict  to  include  P°USe  °f  ftT*  Cox’  ™ Salt  creek; 

to  be  held  at  the  house  of  PhlTp  Wolf  • lekawa^.tow.nsllll)s; the  election 
rison,  Liberty,  Franklin  Yndn  i * 5 thl,rd  dl8tnct>  to  include  Har' 
at  the  house  of  James  Scott  Es^  t<^'’n3  ’,1I?s’  the  election  to  be  held 
to  include  Pee  Pee  townriii’n  th  ’ ^ ^rankllnton  i the  fourth  district 
Richard  Chenowith-  fifth  diat  Y lection  to  be  held  at  the  house  of 
election  tobThdd  «t  ffn  i u t0  1.ndude  Spioto  township,  the 
to  include  Wavne  towlshto  £ ^ ,n  Chi'Heothe;  sixth  district, 
Fergus  Moore serenA  S fr’ict  t held  at  the  house  of 

tion  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Christ*^  ^xton  Unship,  the  elec- 
district  to  include  New  Market  to^ap"  ^att°  fPlatter?)  5 eighth 

th“\nT  °f  °liver.Ross>  New  Market!  P’  ^ electlon  t0  ^ held  at 

Ohio,  thaSuiecti^rshanSv  ballot  Tf^’d  °D  f®r  ‘he  State  of 
as  prescribed  in  the  law  of  the  terrim  ’ ”d  condueted  m all  respects 
fore,  by  virtue  of  the  constitution  T°ro  recltp(1  i Now,  there- 

for Ross  county  aforesaid  to  me  d-  8 ?rP]SfU  ’,and  a writ  of  election 
vention,  it  is  required  and  the  '{T  d ,,V  *;  ie  President  of  the  con- 

assemble  each  inlis  own  district  ^ehy  authorized,  to 

next,  at  the  hour  of  nine  o’clock A ' Tuesda-y  of  January 

according  to  law,  one  Governor  for  th  ’’  ?n*d  'i®11  and  tbere  to  elect, 
his  office  until  the  first  Mondav  ofTtl  °f  0hio  who  sha11  hold 

dred  and  five,  and  until  another  r^®C®mber’  T®  th°usand  eight  hun- 
fied  to  office;  two  senators  St®”®  sha11  be  fleeted  and  quali- 
general  assembly  of  the  State  one  ah1^”^®3  to  serve  in  the 
state,  one  sheriff  and  one  coroner,  for  the 
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county  of  Ross,  to  serve  until  the  next  election,  as  prescribed  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  aforesaid  State. 

“In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  at  Chillicothe, 
in  the  county  aforesaid,  the  fourteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two. 

“Jeremiah  McLene.” 

In  framing  the  constitution,  and  in  the  discussions  of  public 
questions  of  vast  importance,  Ross  county  statesmen  were  active, 
aggressive  and  influential.  One  of  the  questions  of  paramount 
importance  in  1802  was  that  relating  to  human  slavery.  A decided 
stand  was  taken  against  the  recognition  of  the  system ; and  in  oppos- 
ing the  introduction  of  any  measures  favorable  to  the  admission  of 
Ohio  as  a slave  state,  none  were  more  zealous  than  the  political 
leaders  from  Ross  county,  Edward  Tiffin  and  Thomas  Worthington, 
who  had  each  liberated  a number  of  slaves  in  their  old  Virginia  homes 
and  sought  to  acquire  citizenship  on  soil  not  contaminated  with  the 
curse  of  African  slavery.  Because  of  their  great  sacrifices  for  the 
principle  of  universal  freedom,  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  they 
were  especially  earnest  and  zealous  in  expressing  their  anti-slavery 
views.  But  they  were  not  alone.  Edward  Tiffin,  when  interviewed 
on  the  subject  on  the  23d  of  August,  1802,  expressed  himself  as  fol- 
lows : “The  introduction  of  slavery,  were  it  practicable,  I should  view 
as  the  greatest  national  curse  we  could  entail  upon  our  country.” 
Michael  Baldwin,  on  the  24th  of  August  of  the  same  year,  said: 
“There  can  be  nothing  more  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  a man,  not 
hardened  in  iniquity,  than  the  idea  of  depriving  his  fellow  of  his  lib- 
erty, and  placing  him  by  force  and  violence  into  an  abject  state  of 
slavery  and  misery.”  Thomas  Worthington,  who,  like  Tiffin,  had 
liberated  his  slaves  before  removing  from  Viiginia,  and  who  after- 
ward stood  up  in  the  United  States  senate  in  behalf  of  the  negro, 
says : “I  was  decidedly  opposed  to  slavery  long  before  I removed  to 

the  Territory — the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  Territory  was  one 
cause  of  my  removal  to  it.  I have  uniformly  adhered  to  the  same 
opinion,  and  now  believe  if  slavery  be  admitted  into  the  country,  it 
will  be  entailing  one  among  the  greatest  curses  on  succeeding  genera- 
tions.” James  Grubb,  afterward  a member  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vention, says  on  September  6,  1802 : “As  to  the  introduction  of 

slavery,  I must  confess  that  I am  not  yet  so  great  a Federalist  or 
Aristocrat  as  to  wish  its  admission.  Such  a pernicious  scheme  ought 
to  be  guarded  against  in  a particular  manner,  as  I conceive  it  bad 
policy,  and  the  principle  cannot  be  advocated  bv  any  person  of 
humane  or  republican  sentiments.”  On  the  18th  of  September,  John 
Hutt  bitterly  reproves  those  who  favor  slavery,  and  says  that  they 
wish  “to  fix  a poisonous  dose  in  the  very  heart  of  our  state,  that  will 
inevitably  produce  a lingering  disease,  consuming  the  vital  flame  of 
liberty  to  all  generations.”  E’athaniel  Massie  says:  “I  believe  the 
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introduction  of  slavery  would  ultimately  prove  injurious  to  our  coun- 
’ i 8111  c ear  y the  opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  admitted  in 

Gazefe'^ateTr’  We  arC  iDdebted  * the  “Centennial  Scioto 
gazette  for  the  above  matter  regarding  slavery  views  of  Ross  county 

deS,;S the  3u!ftio“  °[  slavery  was  forever  settled  by  the  adverse 
witli  the  nnest” ^ °*  tlC  Constitutional  convention,  it  was  not  so 
bv  me!  Zn  °n  f UT?,SUffragC-  The  invention  ^vas  controlled 
they ZveZndte f®,  Tf*  °f  Vi'«inia  «"d  Kentucky,  yet 

eado  rs  ' cK S|  *' \dlv}ded  °“  point  One  of  theirown 
was  wrsis  r/t  1 ^ Byrd’  a Vir!-'inian  of  the  Virginians,” 

adoption  of  the  n -2  adY0®ac^  of  negro’s  right  to  vote.  On  the 
fourteen  voted  to  * f ( onst.itu.tion  bearing  upon  that  subject, 

electors-  and  on  t?  *S  a rac<r  distinctions  in  the  qualifications  of 

of  nineteen  to  fifteen,  the 
now  residing  fir  i ■,  ’ ,at  a ma*e  negroes  and  mulattoes, 

frl  f l v la  “ •t:;iTlt0r-V’  Shal>  be  entitled  to  the  right  of  suf- 
shhT”  S ’f  ?X  m0ntbs’  make  a record  of  their  citizen- 
extend  this  proviso  tothT^11  slxtc®n’  the  convention  refused  to 
as  shall  be  recorded  As  C es?e“^ants  °f  stich  negroes  and  mulattoes 
time,  it  mav Z added  tW -°  tbe  divis!on  of  °Pinion  at  that 
vention,  was  stricken  out  bv  th  Prov!so’  011  finid  adoption  by  the  con- 
dent  of  the  convention  L ?aStln^J'?te  of  Edward  Tiffin,  presi- 
without  him.  This  matter  • '’°f  - star,ding  seventeen  to  seventeen 
that  time  toward  the  colored ’race. lnteri?St  as  sbowing  the  feeling  at 

county  party  in’diaping  the  Jbe  .p?lltlcal  prominence  of  the  Ross 
added  that  the  constitutional  °S  m'e*  tbe  ^uture  state,  it  may  be 
great  victory.  IWaslK  h T °n  7“  tbe  firet  frllits  of  their 
licotheans  cWmC 5^23?%  Mas?  a"d  bis  Chil- 
the  people  to  govern  themselves  t£  , y ’ bad  asscrted  the  right  of 
a fair  field  had  defeated  the  miter  representatives,  and  in 

followers.  It  is  but  necessary  to  rt  ?°  \°y  °f  tbeir  K°vernor  and  his 
various  committees,  to  discover  the"^  tb°  Proceedings,  tlirough  the 
and  fully  directed  the  actions  of  the  I2v2t?  ^ Wbicb  they  beld 

to  bear  the  precious  waa  commissioned 

approval  of  Congress.  ■ This  was  f na1t?onal  caPital  to  secure  the 
March  3,  1803.  The  constitution  1°™*  ly  fiven  V an  act  passed 
officers  and  members  of  the  general  f°r  tbe  election  of  state 

1803,  and  that  the  general  afsemKl  l on  the  11th  of  January, 
first  of  March  following.  5?^"“  at  ChilIicotl,e  on  the 
county  party.  Edward  Tiffin  waT  0^“  er  triumph  of  the  Ross 

blv  . Jh*  and  EaElwin  were  elected  m6"  ,^overnor>  while  Massie, 
bly,  which  was  organized  by  elecS  \?'6nlbers  of  *e  general  assem- 
y electing  Massie  president  of  the  senate 
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and  Baldwin  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives.  Thomas 
Worthington  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  two  United  States  senators,  and 
William  Creighton,  a brother-in-law  of  Massie  and  Byrd,  was  elected 
the  first  secretary  of  state,  thus  beginning  a long  and  useful  public 
life. 

This  was  only  a recognition  of  superior  merit,  the  culminating 
point  being  reached  through  the  force  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
surrounding  the  State  organization.  The  very  distinguished  gentle- 
men whose  names  have  already  been  written,  as  well  as  many  others, 
possessed  the  inherent  characteristics  which  will  compel  recognition, 
regardless  of  favoring  circumstances.  Four  governors  and  five 
United  States  senators  is  but  a moiety  of  the  political  honors  awarded 
Ross  county.  The  Ross  county  governors  were  Edward  Tiffin, 
who  served  "from  March  3,  1803,  to  March  4,  1807;  Thomas  Worth- 
ington, from  December  8,  1814,  to  December  14,  1818;  Duncan 
McArthur  from  December  18,  1830,  to  December  7,  1832  ; and  Will- 
iam Allen,  from  January  12,  1874,  to  January  14,  1876.  The 
United  States  senators  from  Ross  county  were,  from  1803  to  1807, 
Thomas  Worthington ; from  1807  to  1811,  Edward  Tiffin;  Thomas 
Worthington  was  re-elected  in  1809  and  served  until  1813,  when  he 
resigned,  his  successor  being  Joseph  Kerr,  who  served  the  unexpired 
term,  or  until  1815 ; William  Allen  served  from  1837  imtil  1849. 
Allen  G-.  Thurman,  reared  at  Chillicothe  and  a resident  there  for 
forty  years,  was  elected  senator  while  his  home  was  at  Columbus,  and 
served  in  1869  to  1881. 

Local  interest  in  these  early  political  affairs  of  the  county  may 
justify  a digression  by  way  of  explanation  as  to  why  there  was  such 
a feeling  of  antagonism  between  Ross  county  politicians  and  the  Ter- 
ritorial governor,  Arthur  St.  Clair.  Briefly  stated,  the  chief  execu- 
tive of  the  Territory  was  a man  of  most  positive  views,  obstinate  and 
unreasonable  under  opposition,  and  devoid  of  fairness — a mild  term 
— in  the  adjustment  of  differences.  He  strongly  advocated  a division 
of  the  territory  into  three  states,  the  minute  details  of  which  are  unim- 
portant here,  except  that  Ross  county,  as  at  present  established,  would 
have  been  in  two  of  these  states,  the  Scioto  being  the  proposed  bound- 
ary between  the  eastern  and  middle  state,  under  the  proposed  scheme. 

St.  Clair  was  bitterly  opposed  to  the  formation  of  the  State  as  at 
present  established,  and  did  everything  in  his  power  to  defeat  the 
purposes  of  those  of  different  views.  Through  his  influence  an  act 
was  passed  by  the  territorial  legislature  on  the  21st  of  December, 
1801,  as  previously  mentioned,  providing  for  the  division  of  the  ter- 
ritory into  three  states,  according  to  his  pet  scheme.  In  this  he  was 
joined  by  one  Ross  county  representative — Elias  Langham — whose 
political  death-knell  was  sounded  in  consequence.  Paul  Fearing,  the 
delegate  to  Congress,  was  also  one  of  St.  Clair’s  followers  in  advocat- 
ing the  territorial  division,  and  the  final  establishment  of  three  states 
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instead  of  one.  As  is  known,  Ross  county  was  formed  in  1798  from 
territory  then  embraced  in  Adains  county.  These  counties  stood 
together  in  opposition  to  St.  Clair;  and  by  some  machination,  known 

tS  £ ft™!  thef  YCre  dePrived  of  » Part  of  their  representa- 
“f.  Territ0na  Assembb’-  At  the  same  time  (1801)  the 
above  mentioned  act  was  passed  as  an  expedient  fostered  by  the  north- 

..  . rn>  110  ern  and  a few  members  from  the  southwestern  part  of 

enee  ^ ^ °f  f°rC<?s  to  curtail  thc  strength  and  influ- 

tW  °l  °lm  e9  'vhlch  were  striving  for  state  government  That 
A va?n^o5  eDg7dercd  aJ>lttfr  Partisan  feeling  need  not  be  told. 
Maior  vLCTe  lnr)^le  territorial  Council  by  the  withdrawal  of 
and  Colonel  T?-  V8’  ^°SS  v jd  Adams  put  forward  General  Massie 
ElEf/7  “ “”dld“|“  *>r  the  Position,  knowing  that  in 
of£~l  eit  lel"  they  would  have  an  able  advocate  in  that  body 
counties  in  the  combination  against  the  middle 

r”t  and  nWef  figTd  activel>’>  P™™ted  the  appoint- 

middle  counties  1 ^ S,blC'V’  °f  Detroit’  511  the  position;  hence  the 
condition  of  iff  J d uo  rePreseotation  i„  the  Council.  With  this 
arraWd  alinsfthe8  “d  the  official  P^stige  of  the  governor 

En  J bv  « ^ few  otrreS  adV°Cated  b'V  the  Chillicothe  party,  su^ 
LtereEL  combnt^ ^her  active  workers  in  other  localities,  they 

feeling  was  so  strong' ^inS' St  ^laiSafr^'^6'  partiSW} 

with  violence  • and  in  1 ,an  that  lie  was  even  threatened 

*k  of  moS'r 'S01  Tlr  “ >*  <*» 

him  to  a place  of  safety  IT  fovern<j)I’  from  « mob  and  assisted 
was  is  illustrated  bv  the  follow^ .thoroughly  unpopular  the  governor 
Gazette  July  2 1802  <‘A  g Tedote  Print<?d  in  the  Scioto 

town  on  Wednesdav  evonin- lfst^duri  ti  tlle  ,p.<?untl?'  arriving  in 

stander  the  cause  of,  the  refoioin*  ,,i  8 t l®  ex]nhition,  ask’d  a bye- 
consequence  of  the  stamn  Vet  8’  '10.  was  answer  d,  that  it  was  in 
burned  that  evening;  win-  is’  that' hi  '™’’  e,XpirinS  and  being 
thought  the  governor  was  dead.” SayS  the  honest  farmer.  I 

with  revolutionists,  or' primitive61,8  °f  itb°Se  davs  must  not  be  classed 
were  men  of  high  intellectual  att  a.narensts-  On  the  contrary,  they 
men,  and  liberally  schooled  in  theal”mn>tSi  .Cldtl>red  in  the  affairs  of 
the  eternal  principles  of  ria-ht  a !l°-'  9 history.  They  believed  in 

actuated  them  in  their-oppofition  to  St*  C?  • andj  u’-®  niotives  which 
prompted  by  a desire  for  the  nuhlin  air  a,nd  hl?  foll°wers  were 
mosity.  But  it  is  doubtful  if  thia  ?,*e  anc*  not  by  personal  ani- 
mercy”  extended  universally  to  iltl0rL, “temper  justice  with 

9PP°®^te  is  indicated  in  the  ott™  + P°Putece — 

»h.ch  ™ ,•  wpon  St.  Clair, 

,J  of i.gi,k,™t  duri”8 ,l* 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


ROSS  COUNTY  BEFORE  1860. 


THE  establishment  of  courts  of  justice  and  the  installation  of 
public  officers  was  naturally  the  first  work  attending  the 
organization  of  Ross  county.  The  first  court  was  known 
as  the  “court  of  quarter  sessions” — a tribunal  which  went 
out  of  existence  upon  the  admission  of  the  State  in  1802.  Follow- 
ing that  event,  the  supreme  court  was  organized,  auxiliary  to  which 
was  the  court  of  common  pleas.  On  the  adoption  of  the  second  con- 
stitution, March  10,  1851,  the  district,  common  pleas,  and  county 
probate  courts  assumed  jurisdiction. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  1798,  Territorial  Governor  St.  Clair 
appointed  as  justices  of  the  common  pleas  court,  Thomas  Worthing- 
ton, James  Scott,  Samuel  Finley,  William  Patton,  Elias  Langham, 
James  Ferguson,  John  Guthrey,  James  Dunlap,  Robert  Gregg,  Isaac 
Davis  and  Reuben  Abrams,  authorizing  them,  or  any  three  of  them, 
to  hold  and  keep  a court  of  record,  to  be  styled  the  “county  court  of 
common  pleas.”  At  the  same  time  Edward  Tiffin  was  duly  commis- 
sioned and  sworn  as  prothonotary  of  said  court,  and  authorized  to 
keep  the  seals  and  records  thereof,  and  Jeremiah  McLene  was 
appointed  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Ross. 

The  first  term  of  the  common  pleas  court  began  in  Chillicothe  on 
the  fourth  Tuesday  of  December  following  the  appointment  of  the 
judges,  with  Worthington,  Scott,  Finley,  Patton  and  Langham  pres- 
ent, and  the  first  cause  on  trial  was  the  case  of  Bedford  and  Mowry 
against  William  Wylie  for  damages.  The  sheriff’s  return  showed 
that  the  “defendant  could  not  be  found  within  his  bailiwick,”  and 
the  cause  was  discontinued. 

The  records  are  silent  as  to  the  manner  of  procuring  the  first  grand 
jury;  but  on  the  27th  of  December,  1803,  the  following  named  per- 
sons begati  their  duties  as  grand  jurors  for  Ross  county:  Isaac 

Cook,  foreman;  Joseph  McCoy,  William  Kerr,  James  Grubb, 
Thomas  Stockton,  Thomas  McCoy,  Hugh  Cochran,  James  Menary, 
William  Price,  Samuel  Heath,  John  McCoy,  Anthony  Franklin  and 
Nathaniel  Pope.  Their  first  official  action  was  the  finding  of  a 
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true  bill  against  one  Phillip  Wolfe,  for  selling  liquor  “contrary  to 
the  statute  made  and  provided.”  This  cause  was  tried  before  a petit 
jury  consisting  of  Isaac  Brink,  Thomas  Chenoweth,  William  Rob- 
erts, James  Dailey,  Henrv  Mussulman,  John  O’Dell,  Gaspar  Bogard, 
tu  ^n*rek*n>  Rlisha  Rawls,  George  Frederick,  Amos  Taylor  and 
ohn  B.  Boyles.  The  jury  returned  a verdict  of  guilty,  and  Wolfe 
™ .bnod  !n  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars,  and  turned  over  to  the 
s erin  until  the  fine  should  be  paid.  And  thus  the  machinery  of  the 
count}  was  organized,  and  its  working  features  demonstrated  by 
practical  test.  The  machinery  of  justice  included  the  stocks,  pil- 
ory  an  whipping  post,  whose  efficacy  in  the  punishment  of  crimi- 
nals  was  demonstrated  on  numerous  occasions  from  the  establishment 

0 . C0Iir*s  1^02,  when  they  were  abolished  bv  the  State  con- 
stitution. 

As  nun  be  readily  inferred,  the  first  county  buildings  were  simple, 
an  in  eepmg  with  their  surroundings.  The  courts  were  held  in 
a smaH  log  house  erected  in  1798,  by  Reuben  Abrams,  and  stood 
on  he  corner  of  Second  and  Walnut  streets.  The  building  was  orig- 
winp**  rv  ' T zv  thirty-six  feet,  to  which  was  later  attached  a 
Thom*!  n*ke  m en1a1’  about  ei£hteen  bv  twentv-four  feet.  Col. 
torv  oPPm!-bT?  ai,d;t0/  *f  public  ^counts  for  the  northwest  tem- 
a fimilTor  -T.f  thG  lDWer  r°°ms  of  *c  wing  as  an  office,  while 
of  the  main'T^l  l* 1C  npper  room  f°r  a residence.  The  upper  room 
fpplncerfoitf!lllg  WaS  up  *ith  billiard  tables  and  other 

either  pleasure  or  profit'™!^  tl'0^  °f  th°Se  seekin^  rccrcation  for 
the  territorial  w;d  * 1 \ i * le  °"'er  roon>  of  the  main  building, 

itS  SeS8iors  in  1800  1801. 

as  a house  of  worship" bv  the'p"’  w latCr  •Jears  il  was  utilized 
haps  no  building  in  the  to^n  Presb^nans  and  Methodists.  Per- 
purposes,  and  certainly  non*  omplo-v<?tl  for  a greater  variety  of 

1812,  it  was  used  as  a recruitin'  offi™  U8?"1,  During  t,le  war  of 
for  United  States  trnrma  t*  ^ °®ce  and  as  a £encral  rendezvous 
were  found  to  be  sound  ™ 1 aT88  t0/n  down  1840,  when  the  logs 

« . k.w.  i.  SC  ■ ■■’i-  <*  w»  — wi.i- 

court-house  was  ordered  ' Th * V !bo.  construction  of  the  old  stone 
and  surmounted  bv  a cunol*  ™ i!??  was  two  stories  in  height 
standing  upon  a ball  TV.*’  er  which  was  mounted  a gilt  eagle, 
from  Paint  street  betwe^M  S.*rnc*mc  »tood  back  about  fifty  feet 

finished  in  1801,  entirelv  nt  tl*1  S and  ov’s  alley.  It  was 
— 1 ' ’ ‘ ’ ^tirely  at  the  expense  of  the  county;  though  it 


served  for  both  State  and  expense  of  the  eo 

remained  the  seat  of  the  Tnn’posos  long  as  Chillicothe 

insufficient  to  accommodate  ^nt  **  was  frtnncl  t°  be 


orick  addition  was  erected  twentv  fL  a tbe  le^slature,  and  a 
fronting  on  a line  with  Main  street  TV,'’!'  °f  A?  R!:one  st™etl,re> 

nected  by  a covered  walk  and  tli  <s  be  *"n  bnildinsrs  were  eon- 
’ the  Renate  ">*  in  the  brick  building, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ROSS  COUNTY  BEFORE  1860. 


63 


and  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  court  house  proper.  In 
1852,  this  building,  which  fifty  years  before,  had  accommodated  the 
legislature  of  the  State,  was  deemed  inadequate  for  the  county’s  pur- 
poses, and  a new  and  modern  structure  was  erected  at  a cost  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  v*as  completed  and  furnished  in  1858, 
and  has  since  undergone  material  improvements  at  a cost  of  many 
thousands  of  dollars. 

The  first  county  jail  was  an  unpretentious  affair,  built  of  brick, 
two  stories  high,  and  stood  on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  public 
square.  It  was  soon  found  to  lx?  insecure,  as  the  prisoners  frequently 
burrowed  through  its  walls,  and  made  their  escape.  It  was  sold, 
and  the  material  removed  to  the  northeast  corner  of  High  and  Arch 
streets  and  rebuilt  by  Thomas  Braden,  and  used,  first  as  a hotel, 
then  as  a brewery,  and  finally  as  a private  residence.  In  1827,  the 
old  stone  jail  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  present  prison.  The  pres- 
ent structure  was  commenced  in  1877,  and  is  a model  of  strength  and 
utility,  being  provided  with  all  modern  necessities  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  criminals. 

The  worthy  poor  received  early  attention,  not  only  through  offi- 
cial sources,  but  through  the  magnanimity  of  a public  spirited  and 
philanthropic  citizen,  James  Dunlap,  who,  about  1810,  donated  a 
tract  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  to  the  county  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a county  poor  house  and  farm.  Upon  this  land,  a two  story 
frame  house  was  erected,  which  stood  until  no  self-respecting  pauper 
would  care  for  protection  under  its  roof. 

It  is  not  definitely  known  when  the  first  subdivisions  of  the  county 
were  made.  There  were,  originally,  but  nine  townships,  and  these 
were  later  almost  wholly  eliminated  by  the  transfer  of  territory  on 
the  organization  of  other  counties.  The  first  townships  were  estab- 
lished at  a very  early  date — probably  before  the  county  was  formally 
organized.  The  first  townships  constituted  for  civil  purposes,  wore 
Lick,  Green,  Pee  Pee,  Paxton,  Scioto,  Jefferson,  Pickaway,  Wayne 
and  Xew  Market.  But  in  the  call  for  the  first  gubernatorial  elec- 
tion, it  is  noticed  that  Sheriff  McLene  included  the  townships  of 
Harrison,  Liberty,  Pranklin  and  Darby,  in  addition  to  the  above, 
and  located  one  election  precinct  for  all,  as  appears  on  another  page. 
As  early  as  1803,  two  more  townships,  viz. : Concord  and  Union,  were 
established ; for,  on  the  10th  of  May,  of  that  year,  Reuben  Abrams, 
William  Patton  and  Felix  Renick,  associate  judges  of  Ross  county, 
met  at  the  court  house  to  establish  and  regulate  boundaries  of  town- 
ships, and  to  designate  polling  places  for  the  electors  in  each.  They 
reported  the  eleven  townships  previously  named.  Several  of  these 
were  absorbed  by  other  counties,  T7ewr  Market  being  now  in  High- 
land county,  Pee  Pee  in  Pike  county,  and  Pickaway  in  the  county 
of  similar  name.  Some  of  the  other  townships  extended  beyond  the 
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present  boundaries  of  Ross  county.  In  the  following  chapters  his- 
tories are  given  of  each  township  in  the  present  county. 

Ihe  selection  of  the  site  of  Chillicothe,  and  the  early  efforts 
toward  the  building  of  a city,  are  treated  in  an  earlier  chapter,  and 
repetition  is  unnecessary  in  this  connection.  Though  there  was  a 
considerable  settlement  made  on  the  town  site  during  the  four  months 
following  the  landing  of  the  first  settlers,  the  town  was  not  formally 
laid  out  until  August,  1796.  The  original  plat  of  the  town  contained 
two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  outlots.  The  latter  contained  four 
acres,  practically  in  the  form  of  a square ; while  the  inlots,  with  few 
exceptions,  were  six  rods  frontage,  by  twelve  rods  in  depth,  with 
alleys  between  abutting  lots.  This  arrangement  made  the  squares 
or  blocks  of  about  four  hundred  feet  frontage,  and  these  are  bounded 
y streets  of  unusual  width,  ranging  from  four  rods  to  six.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  course  of  these  streets  was  marked  by 
blazed  trees,  the  virgin  forest  being  as  yet  undisturbed  by  the  ax  of 
civilization.  J 


It  is  not  possible  to  produce  a complete  and  accurate  list  of  name 
ot  the  hrst  settlers;  but  in  manuscript  left  by  Judge  Thomas  Scott 
e o owing  names  appear  as  among  those  who  sought  a home  her< 

lplhenpr^°if  n7<J(V  Joseph  McC°y>  Benjamin  and  William  Rod 
Iwilli.  ?'t  . C^y>  James  Harrod,  Henry  Bazil,  Iteuben  Abrams 

SlT  uamiS0?i-  i “T*  Crawford-  Samuel,  Anthony  and  Rober 
Kilgore  John*  R 10  ’ ^7,am  an<i  James  Kerr,  George  and  Jamei 
MtW  Wilt  \™fcn!  &amuf!  and  Iiobert  Templeton,  Fergusoi 
rd  J-  B-  Finley-  The  last  named  teas  . 
tors  of  the  enternr!  v.  ln,  .e7’  "d'P  iwas  °ne  of  the  original  proprie 
1797  His  son  P T U^1^.not  j°*n  ^ie  colony  until  the  spring  oJ 

when  he  aeeZUntr*  £nk?’  Was  a lad  M ahout  fifteen  year 

kter ^became  a mo it  V°  -Massie  W “to  the  wilderness.  H, 
pal  church  and  was  a T l pi°neer  lninister  of  the  Methodist  Episco 

owners  of  lots  under1  the  libeml  V !’G  adn,.ts  named  above  becamt 
and  no  doubt  most  of  thom  1 * onatlon  policy  of  General  Massie 

can  McaX"  and!  t Z TT  ?Ct"al  residents  of  the  town.  Dun 
to  avail  themselves  of  Af6™*  ’ 10  iac  Thomas,  were  among  the  firsi 

inlot  and  an ZZ,  J7:ZTr:a  TT*'™  ‘°  d°"ate  “ 
were  adjoining,  and  loci!  on  ll 11  st  hundred  settlers.  Their  lota 

they  erected  a tent  exactlv  on  ti  S?-Ut  1 Slde  of  Water  street,  when 
property.  ’ UCtIj  on  t,le  hne,  »nd  each  slept  on  his  owr 

ship,  cut  down  the  farm  in  Union  town 

log  after  the  town  was  laid  out  Bod^ers  cut  off  the  firsi 

cabin  in  the  place  and  thus  achieved  the  °y  ?ls0  dnished  the  firs' 
house  on  the  city  plat.  James  l\e  1 honor  of  establishing  the  firsi 

er,  an  Irishman,  commenced  the 
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first  cabin,  but  was  forestalled  in  completion.  Joseph  McCoy  was 
the  first  merchant,  and  Thomas  McCoy  opened  the  first  tavern  in 
1796.  His  early  competitors  in  the  business  were  Joseph  Tiffin  and 
Thomas  Gregg.  The  first  marriage  was  that  of  George  Kilgore  and 
Elizabeth  Cochran,  as  appears  in  another  chapter.  The  first  load 
of  bar  iron  brought  to  the  town  was  conveyed  here  by  Thomas  James 
in  1798,  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  all  pioneer  accessions  to  the 
new  territory.  The  first  white  child  bom  in  Chillicothe  was  Mar- 
get,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  McCoy,  bom  June  8,  1797.  The 
postoffice  was  established  in  1799,  and  Joseph  Tiffin,  brother  of 
Edward  Tiffin,  was  appointed  postmaster,  and  held  the  office  for 
twenty  years.  Chillicothe  became  the  capital  of  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory in  1800,  and  so  continued  as  capital  of  the  Territory  or  State, 
with  an  intermission  of  two  years,  until  1816,  when  Columbus 
became  the  permanent  capital  of  the  State.  (The  sessions  of  1810-11 
and  1811-12  were  held  at  Zanesville.)  Dr.  Edward  Tiffin  and  his 
wife  were  the  first  Methodists  to  locate  in  the  Scioto  valley.  Dr.  Tif- 
fin was  a local  preacher  of  that  church. 

The  “Scioto  Gazette”  began  its  career,  under  the  editorial  man- 
agement of  Nathaniel  Willis,  on  the  25th  of  April,  1800.  It  has 
continued  its  life  of  activity  and  usefulness  from  that  far-away  day 
to  the  present,  growing  in  popularity  and  strength  as  the  “centuries” 
roll  by.  The  Worthington  mills  on  the  north  fork  of  Paint  creek, 
embracing  a saw  mill  and  grist  mill,  were  the  first  mills  in  the  valley 
which  were  established  with  a view  to  permanence  and  utility. 

In  1801  the  settlers  along  the  west  side  of  the  Scioto,  from  Chilli- 
cothe to  its  mouth,  were  Joseph  Kerr,  Hugh  Cochran,  Joseph  Camp- 
bell, the  Johnsons,  James  Crawford,  the  Kirkpatricks,  the  Chandlers, 
Beshongs,  Montgomeries,  Mountzes,  Fosters,  Pancakes,  Davises,! 
Chenoweths,  Sargents,  Downings,  Combses,  Baraeses,  Uttses,  Noels,  l 
Lucases,  and  S waynes.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Scioto  (though 
not  in  Scioto  township),  were  the  Noels,  Thompsons,'  Marshalls, 
McQuarks,  the  Millers,  Boylstons,  Talbotts,  Mustards,  Clarks,  the 
Claypools,  Kenicks,  Harnesses,  and  others.  These  are  names  well 
known  in  the  history  of  the  county  and  city;  and,  when  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  list  of  first  settlers,  as  recorded  elsewhere,  renders 
the  record  quite  complete  and  comprehensive.  The  early  settlers  of 
the  various  townships  are  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  locality 
in  which  they  located. 

The  early  years  of  Chillicothe  were  uneventful,  save  in  a political 
sense,  and  every  energy  was  directed  towards  the  development  of  the 
town  and  its  environments.  It  sought  the  dignity  of  incorporation 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Territorial  government,  and  this  honor 
was  accorded  to  it  on  the  4th  of  January,  1802  ; and  the  town  govern- 
ment was  organized  bv  the  appointment  of  the  following  offi- 
II— 5 
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cers.  Samuel  Finley,  Edward  Tiffin,  James  Ferguson,  Alexander 
McLaughlin,  Arthur  Stewart,  John  Carlisle  and  Reuben  Abrams, 
members  of  the  select  council;  Everhard  Harr,  assessor;  Isaac  Brink, 
supervisor ; William  Wallace,  collector,  and  Joseph  Tiffin,  town  mar- 
s'M« ,35®  f P8t™ay2r  of  Chillicothe  was  Judge  Levin  Belt,  a native 
WilllJpj  The  first  tavern  keeper’s  license  was  issued  in  1798, 
beimr  tl.  ° ^•rS’  08®pl|  Tiffin,  William  Lamb  and  Joseph  Patton 

Siouf  Twrplents  0f  t]nirth0Tity  frora  the  «>urt  of  quarter  ses- 
thev  wprp  nnfG  ^re£g  was  licensed.  To  be  sure 

in  name  nr  7 ? >te  s nor  did  they  aspire  to  be  such,  either 

“Golden  fL  h »*«  des;^f,tlon-  “The  Red  Lion,”  “Green  Tree,” 
invariable  suffiv  utj110  10?,  were  £°°d  enough,  with  the 

swiufrimr  frn  +i  .°USe’  following  the  name,  in  a gorgeous  sign 

but  n^iflnstrTn  6 Slgn  P°St'  Y®  had  “Inns”  “d  “Taverns”  then" 
The  old  W nn  ""'I16  W8S  t0  Pre^igc,  or  to  draw  custom, 
lators  and  fer?oT  Whi°h  had  shelterei  the  Territorial  legis- 

insufficient  and  ; °i  P,lrP0SC8  uot  so  laudable,  was  considered 
more  in  keeninc  Jl  1 li  ^e^a.n  the  agitation  for  a stone  building 
pillor™e  allTv  ! dlpnit'y  ofTthe  oc®opa«ts.  The  stocks  and 
dollars  was  ordered  rl  ,°lK'raV°.n'  1800,  a tax  of  twelve  hundred 
house  and  iail  and  Tl  *°  "'in  ^or.thc  purpose  of  building  a court 
tise  in  the  “Scioto  Gazette”fo  tllnff°”  was  authorized  to  adver- 
tract  was  let  to  tajt  WHliam  Rutl^d"  7 bnildin^  The  ^ 
the  construction  proceeded  und er^V  Rf.volutlonary  soldier,  and 
John  Collett  Elias  S n h direction  of  Everhard  Harr, 

Cnumdler,  ST^-Wor^J°?  ^ WilHaid 

stone  in  the  vicinitv  The  M 6 b“l  dm"  Rutledge  quarried  the 
Guthrie.  When  comnleted  I » ?rpente.r  "'ork  was  done  by  William 

an  imposing  stnSe  two  t ^T^i  in  1801’  thc  ^ding  ™ 

mounted  by  an  Tagle  welZr  t mf-’’  ™th  a ta11  c«Pola  ^ 
preserved  in  the  city  librarv  "tT  T ”?  <b'rd  1‘herty”  is  still 
ceeded  by  a new  one  in  1853*  ’ tv7  * 16  °*d  building  was  suc- 
tion, both  to  the  Territory  and  the  SU8tai“s  a historic  rela- 

constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohm  a -1°  i *0r  ln  ^ was  ^ormcd  the 

U.r,  ,»  i,  dH  “if  sl,eltered S™‘ 

In  commemoration  of  these  events  and  n-  * • . 
centers  about  the  old  site  it  ia  ’ ‘ i . historic  interest  which 
front  of  the  new  court  house  to  +i!°  1?sert  a bronze  tablet  in 
This  will  occur,  as  a public  demonst™+*  6 S1<^  ^le  building. 

1902,  as  the  centennial  celebration  of  th”’  °a  * ^ November, 

stitution.  -ie  oration  of  the  adoption  of  the  State  con- 

On  the  20th  of  IVfarch  1802  th  cj  i 
appointed  its  own  officers,5  as  provided  for Tr! J?0,lnci*  and 

and  Edward  Tiffin  was  appoints  !?  -l  the  act  of  incorporation, 
urer;  Thomas  Scott,  secretary;  Wmlarn^ S ’ FinleJ>  treas- 

lam  S*  Hutt>  supervisor,  and 
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Caleb  Armentage,  town  marshal.  The  first  market  house  was  estab- 
lished this  year,  an  institution  which  came  into  existence  through 
popular  subscriptions.  It  was  located  at  the  head  of  Paint  street, 
running  south  to  the  alley,  and  was  a long  low-roofed  building,  open 
at  the  sides,  the  structure  sustained  by  posts  resting  on  brick  pillars. 
It  did  service  until  1815. 

The  recital  of  difficulties  between  Ross  county  politicians  and  Gov- 
ernor St.  Clair,  growing  out  of  the  latter’s  opposition  to  State  organi- 
zation, the  public  censure  which  he  incurred,  and  attempted  violence 
to  his  person,  is  fully  presented  in  another  chapter.  It  will,  there- 
fore, be  sufficient  to  add  that  Chillicotheans  were  violently  opposed  to 
the  territorial  methods  of  raising  revenues,  and  characterized  the 
scheme  as  the  “oppressive  and  odious  internal  taxes,  the  detestable 
off-spring  of  the  equally  detested  reign  of  John  Adams;”  and  when 
the  provisions  of  the  act  lapsed  by  reason  of  limitation,  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1802,  they  immediately  proceeded  to  burn  the  odious  docu- 
ment, amid  great  rejoicing  and  speecliniaking.  The  United  States 
Gazette,  which  promulgated  the  acts,  was  placed  in  a huge  bonfire 
with  the  same  ardor  which  had  characterized  the  Revolutionary 
ancestors  at  the  Boston  Tea  Party. 

The  first  banking  institution  in  Chillicothe  was  incorporated  on 
the  18th  of  February,  1808,  and  was  known  as  the  Bank  of  Chilli- 
cothe. Samuel  Finley,  William  McFarland  and  John  Carlisle  were 
appointed  to  take  temporary  charge  of  the  institution  pending  the 
election  of  a board  of  directors.  In  1810,  some  of  the  legislators  of 
the  northern  districts  evidently  became  jealous  of  Chillicothe’s  grow- 
ing prominence,  and  voted  to  remove  the  seat  of  government  to  Zanes- 
ville. The  pretext  for  this  action  was  based  on  the  allegations  of 
the  movers,  that  Chillicothe  society  was  too  seclusive ; that  members 
were  not  entertained  in  the  homes  of  the  first  families  with  the  cor- 
diality and  hospitality  which  the  legislative  solons  thought  com- 
mensurate with  their  importance.  But,  whatever  the  cause,  the 
capital  was  removed,  and  remained  at  Zanesville  during  two  sessions, 
when  it  was  returned  to  Chillicothe  to  await  the  completion  of  a per- 
manent capital  at  Columbus.  But  the  progress  of  the  city’s  commer- 
cial industries  was  not  retarded  in  the  least  by  the  removal  of  the 
capital.  It  was  a bustling,  thriving  town,  employing  no  less  than 
sixty  keel-boats  in  transferring  the  products  of  the  rich  valley  from 
this  “port”  to  the  southern  markets,  while  trains  of  pack-horses,  with 
their  drivers  and  jingling  bells,  followed  the  trails  to  and  from  the 
eastern  markets,  with  the  regularity  of  inanimate  machines.  All 
was  busy  life  and  business  activity. 

British  aggressions  and  violations  of  international  laws  had 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  public  press  for  years  prior  to  the  dec- 
laration of  war  in  1812.  The  Chillicothe  Gazette  had  editorially 
assailed  the  “mother  country”  as  early  as  1800,  particularly  on  the 
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p01nt  of  impressing  our  seamen  into  the  British  service  while  sailing 
9' . But  with  the  dawning  of  1812,  the  climax  came. 
*• . • v e 11e,^°  utl0nai7  Heroes  who  had  already  crossed  swords  with 
±5ntish  soldiers  as  exemplars,  their  sons  imbued  with  the  patri- 
°f  theiI\heroic.  ancestors,  it  is  not  strange  that  Chillicothe 
RPPtin^  ^ assume(|  martial  array.  But  the  first  volunteers  from  this 
t a r!  wer^  nnder  the  call  of  Governor  Meigs,  in  response 

Dacl?rSt^°“\General  Hul1’  that  he  he  furnished  a guard  for  a 
Aaril  w"i»ab°c  fe  start  from  Urbana  to  Detroit.  On  the  20th  of 
plains  W • /«““»  Benny  called  a meeting  on  the  Pickaway 
credited  w't-h  09^Ph  Campbell,  an  old  Revolutionary  soldier,  is 
bv  Matr  S Pg  thG  firf  t0  °ffer  his  scrv'ices-  He  was  followed 
was  then  ;??  >0^\  a,ld  Richard  Douglas.  Duncan  McArthur 

lav  aside  nffl  .r&eneia  °f  militia,  but  announced  his  willingness  to 
Bo4  a m?8  fga-’ra'ld  ,Ca,-ry  3 “firelock”  H necessary”  John 
S o?W  "'i  f’  ,!‘d.r,0t  hcsita,e  t0  ™ter  the  ranks  as  a 
promptly  laid  n«’  '!g  * al  places,  or  in  lucrative  business, 

fice  shouldered  tb  ijf’s0!ia  niterests,  often  at  great  financial  sacri- 
In  the  various  „ll  and  Went  0,lt  ™et  the  “red  coats.” 

thus  promptly  resn  i 'l*  01.1C?  appear  the  names  of  the  men  who 
thdrCc  sem?  L"tf  t0„their  crntr-y’s  call>  and  something  of 
experience  perlnns  ‘ c ant  aelnevcments.  The  most  thrilling 
and  self-sacrificing  officers  and  mL60™??1-  McArt.ll,n'  and  his  brave 
their  success  in  destroying ‘the  Br  °f  r *****’  ^ 

capturing  the  Oarmrlior,  -i-*.  \tlsh  base  suPph<?s,  dispersing  or 

safe  return  to  their  Cmef  A ^ °?fron‘cd  ‘'-n  and  making  a 
at  the  comer  of  Second  and  renc!ezvo,IS  was  established 

hewed  logs,  a buildimr  wlm  nu.t  streets,  in  a double  building  of 
on  many  occasions  u/the  early  da vs^  fnlnpf  was  demonstrated 
assigned,  and  schooled  in  tho  ™ r ’ • T lere  solchers  were  enlisted, 
enlistments  of  able  Sied  me?  prohrainary  drill.  It  is  stated  that 
the  cultivation  of  the  fields  h?  "Cr°  f°  nearJy  universal  as  to  render 
As  far  as  possible,  the  names  o/?"^'*0™?8  1 PS  Av<d!  n*Sh  impossible, 
are  presented  in  the  special  history  o^th^T  the.diffei'cnt  townships 
duction  here  would  be  a useless  waste  ? townships ; hence  a repro- 

. Huring  the  progress  of  the  war  Chill”  SpaCC- 
imprisonment  for  British  ’ c,lllhcotho  was  made  a post  of 

time  about  six  hundred  “raTcont  ?,aptured  our  troops.  At  one 
Bull”  under  and  in  confomftv "‘g, >’ ? COn,fined  ^hin  “Camp 
missioned  officers  were  allowed  XViTJ?'  ?tions'  The  com- 
tions,  upon  giving  their  individual  ‘herty  under  certain  restric- 
tions related,  principally  to  the  ?LP  u68  °f  honor'  The  restric- 
yespectmg  correspondence  or  other  °bser!ance  of  the  conditions 
the  British  authorities.  Th6  Sn  r "8  ?f  ^ formation  to 

not  admitted  to  parole,  hence  ^°Inmi®sloned  and  privates  were 

their  imprisonment  became  irksome. 
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and  they  concocted  a plan  of  making  their  escape  to  the  Canadian 
line,  by  overpowering  the  guard,  seizing  arms,  devastating  the  town, 
and  then  starting  on  their  homeward  trip.  This  scheme  was  divulged 
by  two  British  officers  who  had  been  let  into  the  secret,  and  who 
thought  concealment  inconsistent  with  the  conditions  of  their  paroles. 
While  this  action  was  hardly  consistent  with  the  general  attitude  of 
the  British  soldiery  towards  the  United  States  at  that  time,  it  is, 
nevertheless,  so  recorded  in  “Howe’s  History  of  Ohio.” 

Following  the  disclosure  of  this  effort  to  escape,  the  prisoners  were 
transferred  to  Limestone  (now  Maysville),  Kentucky,  where  the 
natural  conditions  were  more  favorable  to  their  detention.  After 
the  removal  of  the  British  prisoners,  Camp  Bull,  which  was  located 
about  a mile  above  Chillicothe,  on  the  Scioto,  was  the  scene  of  two 
military  executions  which  aroused  public  sympathy  for  the  con- 
demned, and  reproach  against  the  stringent  laws  which  enforced  the 
act.  Gen.  Duncan  McArthur  was  the  commandant  of  the  Eighth 
military  district,  and,  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  it  became 
necessary  to  use  stringent  measures  to  prevent  desertions.  The  Sec- 
retary of  War  had  issued  positive  commands  to  subordinates,  to 
strictly  enforce  the  penalty  for  desertion.  To  the  civilian,  remote 
from  the  scene  of  battle,  and  the  hardening  and  demoralizing  influ- 
ences of  war,  the  execution  of  a deserter  seems  cruel  and  barbarous ; 
but  when  confronted  face  to  face  with  the  awful  possibilities  which 
may  result  from  one  man’s  treachery,  cowardice  or  disloyalty,  the 
case  presents  a different  aspect.  The  newspapers  of  the  time  fully 
justified  General  McArthur  in  his  action,  though  the  executions  were 
the  theme  of  public  censure  among  the  thoughtless  and  inconsiderate. 
“The  penalty  of  treason  is  death and  we  cannot  conceive  of  a more 
treasonable  act  than  a soldier’s  desertion  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy, 
or  when  guarding  them  as  prisoners.  The  oft  told  story  of  how  the 
men  were  placed,  the  number  of  cartridges  used,  and  the  number  of 
executioners  who  fired  the  fatal  shots,  is  a matter  of  little  concern, 
since  all  military  executions  for  desertion  are  brought  about  in  the 
same  manner,  and  in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  rules  of  war. 

Four  men  were  executed  at  one  time,  and  a fifth  one  suffered  death 
in  a similar  manner  a few  days  later.  The  latter,  it  is  stated,  was  a 
witness  to  the  execution  of  his  four  comrades,  and  was  familiar  with 
all  the  horrid  details,  as  well  as  the  deed  which  had  cost  them  their 
lives.  But,  in  utter  disregard  of  his  own  solemn  oath,  and  the  severe 
yet  just  laws  of  his  country,  he  deserted  his  post  when  guarding  pris- 
oners of  war,  and  thus  set  at  defiance  the  authority  of  the  government 
he  had  sworn  to  defend.  The  offense  was  so  flagrant  and  the  inten- 
tion so  self -apparent,  that,  had  the  commanding  officer  been  endowed 
with  discretionary  power,  there  was  no  room  for  the  exercise  of  clem- 
ency. 

“Putnam’s  History  of  Ross  County”  gives  the  names  of  thirty-eight 
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coiumissiwied  officers,  three  non-commissioned,  and  two  hundred  and 

v-  iree  privates,  as  Ross  county’s  contribution  to  the  service  in  the 
war  ot  1812. 

• ?,0ll0"iu,S  “ ? bs^  tbe  commissioned  officers  in  this  war  as  given 
m Putnam  s History  of  Ross  County : 

Arcnm,nn[Cr'Ty\  tT  1IIarrod’  Gen.  James  Menarv,  Col.  John 
S T ’ rn1^’  Co1’  William  Johnston,  Col.  William 

Mai  'lo  U ;C°L  J'J'  Petorson>  JIai°r  Callowav,  Major  Engle, 
Jacob  ATov  B°^’-  MTaj,’  A,,rahani  T^'vis>  -Maj-  John  Willet,  Maj. 
iamin  Crf™’  J?!'n  P,,t,,a,,1»  ChaP-  David  Jones,  Chap.  Ben- 
Josenh  Rn  U#Vi"!n  Samuel  McAdow,  Capt.  John  Sample,  Capt. 
&D^irld,|Capt^llliam  Stockton.  Capt.  Clement  Brown, 
Ca  ' t i r1’  f Job"  Patterson,  Capt.  William  Keves 
C*  ■ -JK  Rhinehart,  Capt.  Philip  Mencil,  Capt.  Abram  Mo'ore 

Daniel  Haro  HoddJ’  Capt.  zLh  Taylor,  Capt. 

Brush  Lipnt  \\rir  ^Jliott,  Capt.  James  Minor,  Capt.  Henry 
iam  Clawson' Tt 11  i,aTtBeaC1’  Ensigu  John  Stockton,  Lieut  Will- 
Tlio  term  oVl  . T,om«  Arthurs,  Lieut  George  Stanhope. 

men  never  left ' tVir^'Vi'  'T  °f  f d,,ration>  alld  many  of  the  enlisted 
W”  ' ll-  “,fcw  saw  active  service  “at  the 

sarv  a strong  fronti  enin^  attltllc*e  °f  the  Indians  rendered  neces- 
call  for  troops  for ’thu’pSo^"11’8  rorre,,dor  ncce“itated  a 

this  yea°r  th^fiS  litZ  T 8Upencdcd  b>'.  a one  in  1815,  and 
The  Farmers’  Mechanics  and^T  ^ pil^]^sllod  in  tlle  newspapers. 
1815,  with  J.  P.  Fessenden  Me''-chantsT  ,Bank  was  established  in 
ier  of  the  Bank  of  Chillier, tV  °a!  1i°r'  doin  Woodbridge  was  cash- 
es designated  as  the  oJc  : hfi  ?“*  time’  Tbe  court  house  bell 

hy  the  council.  Four  hundred  ?i  arm’  anc*  a r*n£er  was  employed 
for  street  cleaning  and  inimw  C°  aFS  W,as  aPl)ropriated  in  this  year 
lars  the  succeeding “ „ ZZ Z°T’  n-  thi8  waa  to  six  dol- 

A toll  bridge  was  constrnctcl  J'11’  !0  ccnS’lre  for  extravagance! 
pany  owning  it  being  Humribrov' 1^11'°  ^C*0t0  ’n  1815,  the  com- 
McLandburg,  Joseph  and  J.  M.  Miller  ^ Tt*’  J°hn  Cal'Hs,e’  John 
follows:  “Each  footman  si\-  oj,  1 d le  rates  of  toll  were  as 

twelve  and  a half  cents;  4-agon  or  IZZT'  ?T'’  b°rSe  aD<1  rider> 
borses  or  oxen,  including  dnVer  Mtv  Z Z ^ ^ drfUvn  b-v  four 
two  horses,  twenty-five  cents  • I’  5f l P?tSj  each  cart,  sled  or  sleigh, 
each  hog  or  sheep,  one  cent;  all  mihlir-0^  -i°^  n(jat  cattle,  three  cents; 
roe.  The  construction  of  the^brido-e  w*  S andy«ited  States  troops, 
ture,  bv  special  enactment  on  the  rttl  r aA’th°nzed  b-v  the  ^sla- 
body  also  approved  the  toll  liV  nH  4 °J°t°ber’  1815  5 and  this 

w “• iw<'  -■-> 
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span  at  the  north  end.  By  reason  of  some  technical  error  in  transfer, 
the  bridge  again  came  into  possession  of  Boss  county  in  1865.  In 
1886  a new  iron  bridge  was  placed  on  its  site,  and  the  old  wooden 
structure  which  had  served  the  people  for  seventy-five  years  became 
a thing  of  the  past  The  location  of  this  bridge  was  designated  as 
at  a point  on  the  Scioto  where  the  road  from  Chillicothe  to  Lancaster 
crosses  that  stream. 

In  1823  the  common  school  system  of  the  State  had  its  inception; 
•and  the  first  agitation  of  the  canal  question  was  commenced  in  the 
previous  year,  while  1822  and  1823  are  memorable  as  the  period  of 
an  epidemic  of  chills  and  fever  in  the  city  and  surrounding  country. 
On  the  29th  of  January,  1825,  the  canal  bill  was  passed  by  the 
legislature,  largely  through  the  influence  of  Thomas  Worthington, 
who  was  then  in  the  State  senate.  This  was  an  occasion  long  remem- 
bered as  the  crowning  event  in  the  commercial  history  of  Chillicothe, 
and  was  celebrated  with  a public  demonstration,  terminating  in  a 
banquet,  speech-making  and  other  evidences  of  the  people’s  approval. 

The  lottery  craze  seems  to  have  reached  its  zenith  about  this  time, 
though  the  scheme  had  been  popular  for  many  years,  and  received 
the  approval  and  hearty  encouragement  of  the  best  people.  As  early 
as  1807  commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  legislature  to  supervise 
a lottery  to  raise  twelve  thousand  dollars  for  the  improvement  of  the 
banks  of  the  Scioto  at  Chillicothe,  and  to  establish  a ferry  across  the 
river  at  that  point.  The  commissioners  appointed  were  Samuel 
Finley,  Duncan  McArthur,  Isaac  Cook,  William  Creighton,  John 
Carlisle,  Joseph  Kerr,  George  Renick,  Nathaniel  Massie,  and  Nathan- 
iel Willis.  Lotteries  were  started  for  any  purpose  demanding  ready 
cash,  and  it  is  said  that  some  churches  were  materially  assisted  in 
building  through  the  influence  of  this  “game  of  chance.”  Times 
have  changed,  and  the  enterprise,  which  then  received  legislative 
sanction  and  universal  recognition,  is  now  made  a criminal  offense 
against  the  public  welfare,  and  its  literature  barred  from  the  United 
States  mails.  In  the  year  1827  occurred  the  death  of  Thomas  Worth- 
ington, one  of  the  founders  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  its  fifth  governor, 
and  first  United  States  senator,  being  twice  elected  to  the  last  named 
position. 

This  year  was  characterized  by  a second  epidemic,  this  time  in  the 
form  of  malarial  fever  which  was  prevalent  over  the  entire  southern 
part  of  the  State.  The  “Gazette”  stated  that  there  were  “but  few 
families  that  were  not  afflicted.”  This  universal  sickness  resulted 
in  the  adoption  of  drastic  sanitary  measures  in  Chillicothe  and  the 
inauguration  of  a general  system  of  drainage  and  purification.  The 
dam  across  the  Scioto,  near  where  the  Main  street  bridge  now  is,  was 
found  to  be  the  principal  cause  of  the  trouble,  owing  to  the  stagnant 
water  which  it  backed  up  opposite  the  town.  The  owners  of  the  dam 
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were  indicted,  tried,  and,  upon  conviction,  were  ordered  to  lower  the 

early  enX^d  the  c^a1gter«  the  question  of  African  slavery 

the  probfem  “wW  Ml  °"  ^ COlmty  PeoPle-  ^ut  the  solution  of 

answered  SoTIp  A?  d°  W‘th  the  ” was  one  not  easily 

this  solution^  tLAb0Ui  “18t8  fav?red  the  colonization  plan,  and 
out  the  State  <t.ueftdon  bad  many  followers  through- 

tLinki^  111611  ?f  11088  «"“*  had 
Africa  and  to  rmr^lio  le-  to  send  the  free  negroes  to 

reJbhc  of  LiC  H ‘^V"  sl?ve^<  a»d  also  to  send  them  to  the 

equality  and  intern  evadl^  , le  much  mooted  question  of  social 

1827,  L '<?“'•  ,°»  ">1  °<  April, 

purpose  .bore  .(.led  j„  view  ““mriTi*  ,fo"ndei  ll» 
Samuel  Finley  first  v.V,  ’ .,adTldln  was  the  first  president; 
president  ; John  Biilhnel  Present;  Anthony  Walke,  second  vice- 
corresponding  secretary  - William  ^‘cc‘president.;  Samuel  Williams, 

Swearingen,  treasurer •'  S w M ? secretar^  T‘  V‘ 

Graham,  Rev  Josenli  PlnvK  i Y>  ia?  Simmons,  Rev.  William 
man,  Mmrs. fi  iS?7 W’  Ferree’  Rev‘  ’L  R 

Robert  Kercheval  Samuel  ... anie^  Sawyer,  George  R.  Fitzgerald, 
ington,  managers.  D-  W:  IIern-  and  * T. Worth! 

ing  degrees  of  success  f on  ^ I f organization  existed  with  vary- 
quietus  on  furthe^discussion  ««  rostrum)  until  the  civil  war  put  a 
sentiment  and  the  usefulness  of  tl°  kf  Purchasing  theory',  and  public 
folly  of  the  colonization  scheme  ^ W “k  man  have  demonstrated  the 
On  the  9th  of  Auffust  ifioo 

the  first  governor  ofthe  the  death  of  Edward  Tiffin, 

whose  usefulness  and  ponulnritv  0nirnonwcalth  °f  Ohio,  and  a man 

u.  a™  b„.  s;;n„,r,<l  \°  n°“-  »»» <* 

honors,  nor  had  anv  been  rZZ  f ’ Jf  •,  16,  acluevement  of  political 
statesman,  friend,  neighbor  or  m U ' bestowed.  Whether  as  a 
the  same  upright,  dignified'  anrfVSln^  acquaintance,  he  was  always 
keenly  felt  by  the’  people  of  S,  10"0rab  e citizen.  His  death  was 
ful  life  had  been  spent.  " the  wllerc  the  most  of  his  event- 

complerion'of'the  ()hi'o  and^l^ieTkl  w*”?  °f  Chillicothe  was  the 
looked  forward  to  this  event  with  Ik  l ° ‘ 16  cit.v-  The  People  had 
ful  little  city  would  then  take  on  a 1 V™  co"CicHon  that  the  beauti- 
and  s°on  become  an  eltensL  ml  T™  °f  life  and  business  activ- 

wei.e  0 ^ eorrecMhSb  Center.  In  this  they 

t l 7'-h  connected  the  great fakef  °f  this  Pub,ic  thorough- 
the  interior  °f  the  State,  w^  a lonl  J^  ^ 6astern  markets  with 

and -nk  ^-rf6^6  bad  been  enthusiast;  " stlm,|b,s  to  business  inter- 
and  when  DeWitt  Clinton  cf me  I ° s',pPortem  of  the  enterprise 

*"•  *»'» » bi.  *..r  t.  ,b3£ 

opening  of  the  mammoth  ditch,  he 
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was  royally  received,  feted  and  banqueted.  In  the  spring  of  1831 
the  excavations  were  finished  to  Chillicothe ; the  dam  across  the  Scioto 
Was  nearly  completed,  and  the  aqueduct  over  Paint  creek  was  well 
under  way.  The  canal  was  an  assured  fact,  and  the  “Gazette”  says 
that  “never  before  had  building  been  so  lively.” 

On  Monday,  August  29,  1831,  two  canal  boats  came  down  as  far 
as  Circleville,  and  there  was  inaugurated  an  expedition  to  that  place 
to  see  the  novel  craft.  Various  preliminary  “cruises”  were  made  to 
within  a short  distance  of  Chillicothe ; but  on  the  2 2d  of  October  the 
crowning  event  occurred.  The  opening  of  the  canal  was  celebrated 
with  great  jubilation.  It  was  the  greatest  event  which  had  yet 
occurred  in  the  history  of  the  city.  It  was  hard  to  believe  that  a 
public  waterway  was  thus  established  through  which  merchandise 
and  passengers  could  be  transferred  from  Chillicothe  to  !New  York 
and  intermediate  points  with  scarcely  a change! 

’If  the  reader  in  modern  times  will  but  consider  that  at  the  time 
covered  by  this  recital  there  was  not  a railroad  in  Ohio,  and  electric- 
ity was  only  recognized  as  an  agent  of  destruction ; while  the  telephone 
and  other  modern  inventions  which  we  use  today  with  that  careless- 
ness of  possession  and  use,  which  seems  to  assume  that  they  have 
always  existed,  were  undreamed  of,  he  will  better  understand  why  the 
canal  came  to  the  people  of  Chillicothe  as  a most  important  innova- 
tion. 

It  is  a matter  of  interest  to  note  that  Chillicothe  paid  to  the  canal 
company  during  the  first  month  after  opening  the  sum  of  $1,353.49 
in  freight  tariffs,  besides  sending  out  to  various  points  fifteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  passengers. 

But  the  advent  of  railroads  in  later  years  deprived  the  old  canal 
of  its  former  prestige  and  usefulness,  and  it  is  now  an  open  question 
whether  it  shall  not  be  entirely  abandoned  and  the  State’s  support 
withdrawn. 

The  Chillicothe  Female  Seminary  was  established  in  1832  and  did 
valuable  service  for  many  years.  Many  of  the  most  prominent  citi- 
zens of  the  place  were  enrolled  among  the  boards  of  trustees ; but  the 
establishment  of  the  free  schools  crippled  its  efficiency,  and  the  city 
high  school  finally  accomplished  its  ruin.  The  property  has  been 
absorbed  by  the  school  district  for  the  public  use,  and  in  1901  was 
built  on  the  site  of  the  old  seminary  the  present  handsome  high  school 
building. 

Under  the  call  of  Governor  Lucas,  in  1835,  two  companies  of 
mounted  riflemen  were  organized  and  sent  out  from  Chillicothe  to 
settle  the  boundary  troubles  with  Michigan.  One  company  of  fifty- 
seven  men  was  under  the  command  of  Capt.  D.  C.  Carson ; B.  P. 
Jones  being  first  lieutenant  and  B.  Sleusman  was  second  lieutenant, 
with  S.  Bockhold,  cornet.  The  other  company,  comprising  forty 
men,  was  under  command  of  Capt.  J.  Bobinson,  with  D.  Cunning- 
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aud  T‘  Earl  first  311(1  second  lieutenants  respectively,  and  W. 
at  A.  cpnlpany  °f  fifty-nine  men  was  also  organized 

Wen  m Tt with  J‘  Ferrell,  captain ; C.  Schlegel,  first 
comet  ’ an<1  J’  Harper’  second  l*«»tenant  J.  Blackford  was  the 

a n d in! '*  ll,!-1,' • k ^ ']  & ’ ■ ^ 11  licothe  left  the  ranks  of  incorporated  towns 
was  five  Z 1 'V,Wh,e  ti,tlc  0f  cit-v‘  The  Population  in  that  year 
million  dollars  "'jl  ItS  ^anks  r.°presented  a capital  stock  of  half  a 
ffated  fiftv  tti  * 10  pork-packing  industry,  then  flourishing,  aggre- 

£itK?LiTndt.barreLs  'Vhil°  forty  thousand  cattle  and  fifty 
The  mills  were  fr°  .men  or  slllPI)(>d  from  the  city  to  other  markets, 
and  three  hundr  r^i"18'  °"tover  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour  daily, 
coun!'-  ]£t  :>  thr.SI“d  b,'Sllels  °f  Coni  WCT*  shipped  from  the 
structures  alon  1,0  /'I  dln£  soason  °f  1838  many  of  the  old  wooden 
in  keeping* with  T"  replaced  with  brick  buildings  more 

prosecuted  vicomnsl  , the  young  city.  Street  grading  was 

attention  their  in  Z’  w 11  0 sidewalks  and  shade  trees  received  the 
« p,‘IS  1839,  the  ...  ci„ 

work  went  merrily  on.  piuing  or(iiuance,  and  thus  the  good 

McArthur,  and  an<rtW VchUhWl^V116  d?t1.’ .of  Gen'  Duncan 
rest.  Tlie  occasion  wn«  ilcot  ?e  8 honored  citizens  was  laid  to 
shape  in  the  form  of  a 1110  n°  .lllllversa*  bereavement  which  took 
offer  expressions  of  condolence eting  of  the  people  who  assembled  to 
fellow  townsman,  (wfeck  1 ^ 

mittee  on  resolutions  .Tames  S W ilnd  aPP01nted  as  a com- 

Murphy  Henry  Brush  Tim  Kington,  Richard  Douglass,  Allen 
bridge  and  John  McCoy,  John  Wood- 

society  held  its  first  meeting  x le  State  Agricultural 

the  munificent  sum  of  two  |„lr,j  j lc°the.  It  offered  in  premiums 
The  campaign  of  1840  l n J ^"ty-ono  dollars  ! 

Chillicothe.  As  mayfchf”®  ,’7 P°1 l,t>.cal  event  111  the  history  of 
political  sentiment  was  largelv  witWl’"  < Preccdmg  statement,  the 
Party,  and  the  enthusiast/ tool f ‘Y  TlPPecanoe  and  Tyler  too” 
demonstration  at  Columbus, whereG^n  n"  attendinS  a monster 
ffure.  Four  passenger  boats  on  tt  ™ garrison  was  the  central 
convey  the  excursionists  to  Coin  ml,  1<?  Ca,na  bad  been  chartered  to 
these  were  not  enough,  and  two  off  ! 10th  of  F(*ruary.  But 

e Citizens’  Band  headed  the  nm  * Yere  tmpressed  into  the  service, 
p e went  to  the  capital  citv  bv  Y*S10.n  boats,  while  many  peo- 
coaches.  This  meeting  so ShtL? 7“^  °r  in  stage 

Cen™11,"^1  t0  do  s°mething  themll!16  Chd*  COthe  «°wd  that  they 
Th  era  Harrison  they  found  that  his  r°S'  a conference  with 

men  sWaS  w,0nS  -3it ! S ^ was  *3ken  until  September, 
ments  made  for  raising  a log  “5 on  ^Te?1101"^  and  arrange 
B cabin  on  the  ICth  of  May.  When  the 
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time  arrived  they  raised  it.  The  Twin  township  delegation  brought 
in  a Buckeye  cabin,  drawn  by  six  horses,  and  outside  the  cabin  was 
a barrel  of  hard  cider,  with  an  accommodating  gourd  near  by.  A 
coon  skin  was  nailed  on  the  wall  and  a live  coon  gamboled  on  the  roof. 
J ames  Outright,  of  Springfield  township,  brought  in  two  flag  poles, 
each  eighty-one  feet  long,  and  each  represented  only  a single  “pole.” 
The  Kingston  delegation  brought  a canoe  thirty  feet  long.  Since  it 
was  the  “Gazette,”  the  leading  organ  of  the  party  in  this  section  of 
the  State,  which  first  suggested  the  famous  “Log  cabin”  as  the 
- emblem  of  the  campaign,  and  also  suggested  the  raising  of  log  cabins 
for  meeting  places,,  it  was  only  proper  that  Chillicothe  should  “set 
the  pace.”  The  cabin  raised  on  this  occasion  was  forty  by  seventy- 
five  feet  and  would  comfortably  seat  a thousand  people ! According 
to  modern  ideas  of  the  primitive  log  cabin,  this  one  was  slightly  over- 
grown. But  its  capacity  was  nothing  compared  to  the  family  it  was 
expected  to  accommodate.  After  the  raising  of  the  cabin  and  flag 
poles  and  doing  other  preliminary  work,  including  the  eating  of  a 
dinner  served  at  the  market  house  by  the  ladies  of  the  city,  the  meet- 
ing adjourned  to  await  coming  events.  In  this  case  the  “coming 
events”  assuredly  “cast  their  shadows  before  them.”  This  prelim- 
inary celebration  simply  whetted  the  appetite  of  the  people,  and  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  political  meeting 
ever  held  in  Boss  county.  This  is  no  disparagement  of  the  political 
interest  of  all  parties  in  the  county  from  the  organization  to  the  pres- 
ent day ; but  an  effort,  rather,  to  show  that  this  occasion  was  pre-emi- 
nently ahead  of  all  others.  The  time  fixed  for  the  final  demonstration 
was  on  the  16th,  17th  and  18th  of  September,  and  in  the  light  of  this 
effort  all  others  paled  into  insignificance.  There  were  delegations 
from  distant  states,  Louisiana,  Kentucky,  Xew  York,  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia.  Almost  every  county  in  Ohio  was  represented  with 
delegations.  Speakers  occupied  every  available  location,  one  at  the 
court  house,  another  at  the  market  house,  one  on  the  deck  of  a canal 
boat,  and  several  others  on  street  corners,  all  speaking  at  once,  yet  it 
was  estimated  that  forty  thousand  people  assembled  at  Sugar  Grove 
to  hear  General  Harrison.  The  entertainment  of  this  vast  crowd 
taxed  the  city  to  its  utmost  capacity.  The  thousands  of  strangers 
were  greeted  with  that  whole-hearted  hospitalitv  which  has  made 
Chillicothe  famous  in  all  time,  and  each  housekeeper  in  the  town 
vied  with  her  neighbors  in  attention  to  the  culinary  department,  now 
so  seriously  taxed.  Universal  good  feeling  prevailed  throughout  the 
congested  period,  and  -everybody  had  a good  time.  Every  house  was 
thrown  open,  including  many  whose  occupants  were  of  the  opposite 
political  faith.  Young  men  slept  on  porches,  in  barns  and  vacant 
houses,  while  the  elderly  men  and  ladies  were  accommodated  inside. 

On  this  occasion  the  ladies  of  the  city  presented  General  Harrison 
with  a cane  cut  on  the  battlefield  of  Tippecanoe  where  he  won  distin- 
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SS£nhTDZr  Vnili!aT  °®cer-  John  Carlisle  delivered  the  pm- 
SpCLX  \h  /iLlCh  thG  General  ^l*mded  feelingly  Ld 
Eleanor  Worthing!  a?'CS  c°ncemed  111  this  gift  were  Jane  McCoy, 
and  Ann  Leightof  Eli?cflMVax?’  ^Landburg,  Eliza 

and  Reuhama  Irvine  C ’ AV  addle>  Rebecca  M-  Orr, 

to  give  an^coimtYf  t^Ppet,te  "'!ldd  tender  its  resignation  were  we 
eventful  three  days  • but°nf1tlUnta-11iS  °1  f°°d  consuined  during  those 
stitute,  the  authentic  ^ Procuring  a satisfactory  sub- 

only  to  meals  served  T tP  * are  ber®  repeated,  these  having  reference 
sand  pounds  sh7e„  1 i “arketJ llause : . B™d,  twenty-five  tliou- 
eight;  chickens  iinninn*ll|'."  V*’  bacon,  e^E ty  sides;  hams,  thirty- 
hundred  bushels'-  beeve-  t‘  - ’ f0™  mea^  s‘x  bushels;  potatoes,  two 
flour,  twenty-two  barrels  •"butted’  Y TCj  t,!ree;  turkeys,  eighteen ; 
Brush  served  two  thousand  ^t,.six  hundred  pounds.  Mr.  Henry 
other  promineir ci h™drcd  "reals  at  his  home,  while 
sand  people  entertamed  from  four  hundred  to  a thou- 

fblTtSrSS.1^  th?  Sci,0t0  Gazette  t<?rsely  ends  a very 

the  attention  of  the  people  since  1827.°*  ^ Whlch  had  enSaged 

shape  in  dif organization  of  two  threat?"ed  war  with  Mexico  took 
ington  Guards  and  the  Ch illicothe" Rbie”  ' C?mpanics>  tbe  Wash- 
tence  at  that  time  ( 1845)  \vna  in  1 eS*i  ^not^ier  company  in  exis- 
muster  was  held  at  Camp  BelltvYJ”  88  a '6  ,Cit-v  Gnards-  A general 
some  fifteen  companies  assembled  ’ °Y  16  “ west  of  the  city>  and 
Bowe  of  the  State  Militia  The  1 ^ co,,lmand  of  Gen.  James 

m In8M  demonstratio“-  excitement  lent  interest  to  this 

and  Ohio’s  quota  was  fixed  ^three^  lssued  a eall  for  troops, 
Taylor,  commanding  the  Six£S  ^men*a-  MaJ-Gen.  John  L. 

'' 11  headquarters  at  Chillicothe  I T'0?  °f  the  0hio  State  militia, 
ommand  at  that  city;  and  when  «n  ^erC<lia  general  muster  of  his 

£f irSiSt? 

zsz  ~„i 
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On  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  the  company  returned  to  Chil- 
licothe,  and  many  of  the  original  members  re-enlisted.  The  new 
organization  became  Company  K of  the  Fifth  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  George  F.  McGinnis,  with  J.  W.  Mariott  and  H.  W. 
Parker  as  first  and  second  lieutenants. 

In  1846  occurred  the  semi-centennial  celebration  of  the  founding 
of  Chillicothe.  This  was  an  event  fittingly  conceived  and  success- 
fully carried  out.  The  committee  of  arrangements  included  twenty- 
nine  names  of  the  leading  old  settlers  then  living  in  the  city.  The 
celebration  was  held  on  the  30th  of  October,  and,  as  usual  in  those 
days,  a public  dinner  was  served.  This  was  followed  by  toasts  and 
general  speech-making.  Thomas  McDonald,  who  built  the  first 
white  man’s  cabin  in  the  Scioto  valley ; Philip  Minear,  who  assisted 
in  building  the  first  house  in  Cincinnati;  Col.  John  McDonald,  of 
Poplar  Ridge,  and  Rev.  James  B.  Finley  were  special  guests  at  this 
dinner.  The  last  named  was  specially  prominent  because  of  his 
tireless  missionary  work  among  the  Indians,  and  efforts  for  the  civili- 
zation and  christianizing  of  the  red  man  gave  him  the  sobriquet  of 
the  “Wyandot  chief.”  This  eminent  divine  is  spoken  of  elsewhere. 

In  January,  1847,  occurred  a most  disastrous  flood,  which  inun- 
dated the  lowest  parts  of  the  city  and  did  great  damage  to  mills, 
bridges  and  roads  throughout  the  county.  About  the  same  time 
occurred  a serious  fire  which  destroyed  “Haller’s  Row”  from  Paint 
street  west  on  Main,  this  being  the  third  fire  in  the  same  locality 
occurring  at  intervals  of  ten  years.  In  this  year  a mass  meeting  was 
held  with  a view  to  securing  telegraphic  communication  with  the  out- 
side world,  and  subscription  books  were  opened  at  various  places  to 
secure  funds  to  assist  in  the  building  of  the  railroad. 

About  forty  per  cent  of  the  population  of  Chillicothe  in  1902  and 
a large  part  of  the  population  of  the  county  is  descended  from  Ger- 
man ancestors,  many  of  whom  were  people  of  high  standing  in  their 
native  land.  Some  came  as  political  exiles  resulting  from  the  Lib- 
eral movement  of  1848.  This  had  its  inception  in  the  agitation  of 
the  question  of  more  liberal  rights  for  the  common  people  and  the 
curtailing  of  the  power  of  the  nobility.  Many  of  the  best  German 
families  took  sides  with  the  people,  and  because  of  their  interest,  and 
after  the  tumult  subsided  in  favor  of  their  oppressors,  they  were 
exiled  from  home  and  sought  an  asylum  in  free  America.  But  the 
earliest  German  settlers  of  Chillicothe  and  Ross  county  came  as  men 
seeking  to  improve  their  home  conditions  and  occupy  a country  with 
unlimited  possibilities  for  future  advancement  These  came  about 
1817,  and  were  a devout,  upright  class  of  people,  who  in  thankfulness 
for  their  deliverance  and  the  prospect  of  a happy  future  sang  hymns 
and  devoutly  thanked  God  for  the  existence  of  the  Hew  World  and 
their  safe  voyage  to  it.  Still  others  came  as  “Redemptioners,”  i.  e., 
those  whose  passage  money  had  been  paid  by  others,  and  whose  time 
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those  wh^ha^tf  mo^aSe^>  f°  to  speak,  until  they  had  reimbursed 
their  wsteriU-  H °Tf  ^ To.  these  P^er  Germans  and 

advancement  of  the  8 a!'^e  ProPorti°n  of  the  solid,  substantial 

Their  pro ™SS  1°  Y C°Unt^  where  their  homes  were  made, 
everywhere  has  lieen  8D  { U3i  13  cbaracteristic  of  the  nationality 
careful  and'  frugal  "ronff't  through  incessant  toil,  self  denial,  and 

in  the  Gela"  Sndnan^ment-  / TherC  13  little  the 
the  pursuits  of  aermnlt T G’r  p^fe.rence  ln  business  seems  to  be  in 
dising  and  manufacturin'?''’  T,ardemn£;  mechanical  trades,  merchan- 
try  and  frugality  as  n r»  ^1  ^ecause  ^eir  inherent  honesty,  indus- 
callings.  The  party  • le\  S-°°n  ach*eve  success  in  their  various 

a home  in  ChilHcothe  bv  Ge^Vw18^  81111  "as  Persuaded  to  seek 
G.  Limle,  an  exner'  “ ,G  al  Worthington,  comprised  Emanuel 
Wolff,  shoemakers  m,d  AT  mill"^hti  Ja«>b  Sholderer  and  Jacob 
scheller,  a daughter  of  Mr T ?”f  ^ Pfaff'  Mrs-  Margaret  Trit- 
the  proud  possessor  of  tl  -J1  °-’  L?  no""  a resident  of  the  city,  and 
offering  of  her  ancestor- n*  b-™n  book  used  in  the ‘thank 

cothe.  The  Wolff  family”"  leu^ ' arrival  and  final  location  in  Chilli- 
of  the  others  have  linenl  rlo3  n°j  0n^e.r  reProsented  here,  though  all 
Of  the  immigrants  ol  iZTnX"  .th™ity. 
one.  He  built  the  “Mountain  Ho  le,r.  Taller  was  a prominent 
tion,  overlooks  the  citv  to  °use  which,  from  its  lofty  eleva- 

monument  to  his  memory  !Leaf/"a rd,  and  stands  as  an  enduring 

Engelsman  were  other  promino61*  p1811^  Tritsclieller  and  Sigismund  , 

Tritscheller,  above  mentioned  av»  Ger"Jans  who  eame  in  1348.  Mr. 
completed  bis  university  course  ,4!  8 at  Munich,  and  had  just 

of  the  people  and  was  forced  to  let”  "1  8 led  bimself  with  the  rights 
o know  that  he  and  other  exiles  „fi -US  °°nntry.  It  is  gratifying 
or  which  they  had  worked  and  f !!  *lrne  Eved  to  see  the  principles 
Fatherland.  Hon.  Carl 184S  Wome  tlle  of  the 

atS|iingil1Sl)ed  Americans,  were  exiles  o/i  o ^r8“Z, Sige1’. who  became 
e homes  of  their  friends  TVt  u ,?848  and  °eeasional  visitors 
are  many  prominent  famiS  |„  and  Dr-  Fallen  There 

alogv  to  ancestors  who  left  their  naf  7 °daV  who  trace  tbeir  gene- 
ric,04 the  principles  of  human  ril  Y COU,nt.lT  because  of  their  advo- 
The  great  event  of  184s  ™ I g l S aud  i»wtice. 
on  the  Scioto.  The  steamer  “W,?6”"*  "f  steaTnboat  navigation 
of  this  event  reached  OhifliLtG  V m arrived  «t  Piketon  Xews 
on  a canal  boat  and  went  doiv!  t?f  8 ar?c  deIeftation  took  passage 

«I“™, A,  »S  S"£,’" «»  '*>«*«« »( uShE 

nity  years  to  a day  after  Tho™  at,Plket°n  on  Fehmarv  11th  inst 

in?,  forda°tf-ff0°ds  t0  tlle  °;'y.  Th^conv  hf-d  bronght  *e  first’keel- 
nati  But  tX’  8 packet  line  between  Tr"!1011  rjSnlted  in  establish- 
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On  the  31st  of  January,  1849,  the  steamer  J.  B.  Gordon  crossed 
the  dam  and  tied  up  at  die  head  of  Paint  street!  This  event  was 
promptly  telegraphed  by  the  ‘“Gazette”  to  the  Ohio  State  Journal, 
the  message  reading  “The  steamboat  J.  B.  Gordon  arrived  at  this  port 
last  night,  from  the  Ohio  river,  with  freight  and  passengers  from  Cin- 
cinnati.” But  the  rosy  visions  of  steamboat  navigation  gradually 
faded,  and  the  J.  B.  Gordon  sought  less  precarious  routes  on  the 
lower  Mississippi.  A telegraph  line  was  established  between  Colum- 
bus and  Chillicothe  on  the  30th  of  December,  1848. 

The  dread  scourge,  cholera,  was  prevalent  throughout  the  country 
during  the  summers  of  1847,  1848  and  1849,  but  it  did  not  become 
epidemic  in  Boss  county.  It  appeared  in  the  city  on  J uly  1,  1849. 
Throughout  the  State,  days  of  prayer  and  fasting  were  observed  in 
accordance  with  the  proclamation  of  the  governor.  On  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Kenick,  in  Pickaway  county,  thirty-three  employes  died  between 
Saturday  and  Tuesday.  The  thirty-nine  remaining  were  panic 
stricken  and  fled  in  every  direction,  thus  spreading  the  dread  disease 
as  they  went.  Men  died  in  the  fields,  in  the  woods  and  on  the  road 
sides. 

In  the  summer  of  1849  the  old  log  building  which  had  been  used 
during  the  early  sessions  of  the  Territorial  legislature,  on  the  north- 
west corner  of  Second  and  Walnut  streets,  was  torn  down  and  gave 
place  to  a building  then  called  the  Athenaeum.  The  old  building 
was  owned  by  Gen.  James  S.  Swearingen,  -who  built  Fort  Dearborn, 
and  thus  started  the  city  of  Chicago. 

In  1850  there  were  thirteen  hundred  houses  in  Chillicothe,  with  a 
population  of  seven  thousand  one  hundred.  The  population  of  the 
county  was  thirty-two  thousand  and  sixty-three.  In  this  year  the 
city  was  honored  by  a visit  from  Emin  Bey,  special  commissioner  of 
the  sultan  of  Turkey.  He  came  through  the  personal  solicitation  of 
Mr.  John  Porter  Brown,  a representative  of  this  country  at  Constanti- 
nople, and  a regular  correspondent  of  the  Gazette  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Brown  was  a native  of  Chillicothe,  born  in  1814.  He  was  a 
noted  oriental  scholar  and  a fearless  American.  His  death  occurred 
in  Constantinople  in  1872. 

The  Chillicothe  Gas,  Light  and  Coke  Company  was  incorporated 
in  January,  1851. 

The  first  shovelful  of  earth  on  this  section  of  the  old  Marietta  & 
Chillicothe  railroad  was  thrown  at  Greenfield  May  2,  1851,  an  old 
Bevolutionary  soldier  named  Charles  White  being  accorded  that 
honor.  A large  delegation  from  Chillicothe  attended  the  festivities 
in  honor  of  the  event,  where  cannon  boomed,  speakers  fumed,  and  the 
whole  jolly  crowd  partook  of  roasted  ox. 

The  one  event  which  overshadowed  all  others  in  1852  was  the  burn- 
ing of  Chillicothe ! This  calamity  befell  the  city  on  the  first  day  of 
April.  Two  thousand  people  were  rendered  homeless,  and  the  prop- 
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rziw.,aggregated  man-y  lulndrc'd  thousands  of  dollars.  Fully 
Thp  fi  tv.  ° • C‘‘  P/operty  within  the  city  limits  was  reduced  to  ashes. 

near  th!  nito  f from  a,sto':e  in  the  cabinet  shoP  of  John  Watts, 
fed  the  flnm  °n,f  0llSe,  and  to  the  inflammable  material  which 

^a8*800n,  ^0nd  confero1*  Many  people  removed 
streets  TIip  ^ V rcat<:ned  ^wildings,  only  to  see  them  burn  in  the 
were  left  .of  .devastatl0n  was  complete.  But  few  houses 

down  Walnut  to8^  T ^ie  ^re  *rom  ^est  ^ater  street, 

became  disabled  ^conc , and  east  to  Mulberry.  The  fire  engine 

other  conditions  ‘V  n*  * ie  ^ttle,  and  this  disaster,  coupled  with 
Of  dLtruct  1 vTaM?  !°  the,sPread  of  fire,  wrought  the  work 
rendered  destitnt  01  ' n°  *Ves  Avere  l°st>  but  many  people  were 

s^vereh  erlm  le  ? .mercantilc  i^erests  of  the  city  were 

the  unfortunate  and  lTii  ClV°S  rcnderod  timely  and  generous  aid  to 
and  Cincinnati’  ^ v n!erchants  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  . 

chants,  allowing  ^ lnntrd  cre(ht  to  the  fire  stricken  mer- 

Thus  the  disastrous  **  n X ^ ieir  own  time  °f  making  payments. 

In  October 8 ^18^  9 ** £ "T’  1,1  a alleviated.  ? ^ 

& Cincinnati  Railroad  arrived  'ZT*™  for  the  BelPr«>  Chillicothe 
and  a number  of  prominent  eitizm118'™8?1!  oocasion  for  jollification, 
the  construction  route  from  A(l™  ’ *ake,n  °V  an  excursion  along 
as  the  “Summit ” tw  anis  mi  s *°  ^le  slate  cut,  then  known 
p»y.  TW 

of  a prominent  nnrl  1 A . . Ihomas  James,”  in  lioiuv 

scarcely  compare  favorahlv°  Clt.lzen  Chillicothe.  It  would 
though  its  fifteen  tons’ lljl?  ^ ‘^h”  of  present  days, 
the  eyes  of  beholders  who  were  ,ende?efi.lt  a formidable  monster  in 
time.  S Vh°  were  then  viewing  a locomotive  for  the  first 

and' fettrXrtahn^Throldt0StdOWI}  “ 52  to  make  W for  a new 

is  now  carefully  stored  away  in  the?  w "r?0'1  once  adorned  its  tower 
the  past.  In  1855  the  balance  of  ii!'7  lb'ai7  among  the  records  of 
removed  from  the  public  souare  .1  Jlf  ear  y eour,ty  buildings  were 
house  was  laid  with  apnronrinV'm  the  cornerstone  of  the  new  court 
the  oldest  citizen  of  thrown  ^ ,“rem?ny-  Judge  Thomas  Scott, 
William  T.  McClintick  was  tl,’  e iJered  a brief  address,  but  Hon. 
old  table  upon  which  was  simed^0^  th®  oecasion-  Around  the 
Judge  Scott,  who  was  scereta'rTof  hr  w const/tution  of  Ohio,  sat 
Tko“f  James,  George  Eeniek  ff„  co,nstlt'itional  convention, 
pi0”"" 

^57.  Bu ildi ngs  were  ^^oHslmd  °D  the  5th  of  November, 

trees  were  tom  up  by  the  roots  fe!  Anders?™Ue  and  Frankfort; 
away;  horses  attached  to  vehicles Vere  picked  -°r  entirely 

P eked  up  m the  road,  carried 
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several  hundred  feet  and  dropped  uninjured;  a horse  and  rider  were 
picked  up  and  safely  landed  across  a fence.  Much  stock  was  killed 
and  injured  and  many  houses  were  entirely  destroyed.  The  storm 
was  most  disastrous  in  the  western  part  of  the  county.  One  person 
was  killed  at  Frankfort  and  a number  of  others  severely  injured. 
The  path  of  the  cyclone  covered  a wide  area,  traversing  the  counties 
of  Ross  and  Highland  with  great  destruction.  By  reason  of  the  pro- 
tection afforded  by  the  adjacent  hills,  Ohillicothe  did  not  suffer 
severely,  though  the  cyclonic  conditions  were  fully  apparent. 

The  first  labor  strike  in  the  history  of  the  city  occurred  on  the  first 
of  January,  1858.  Owing  to  the  depression  of  business  during 
the  panic  of  1857,  the  railroad  company  had  been  tardy  in  paying  its 
employes,  though  it  had  dealt  honorably  with  them  and  promised  sat- 
isfactory settlement  within  ten  days  after  the  strike  was  declared. 
But  notwithstanding  this,  the  strikers  took  possession  of  all  the  loco- 
motives except  two,  the  engineers  taking  the  initiative,  followed  by 
the  firemen.  They  also  seized  the  shops  and  all  equipments,  and 
refused  to  allow  trains  to  run.  Public  sympathy  was  with  the 
strikers  until  the  circumstances  were  fully  explained,  after  which 
there  was  a decided  change  in  sentiment.  Mayor  Williams  issued 
warrants  for  forty  of  the  strikers,  who  were  arrested  as  rioters,  found 
guilty  and  fined.  The  railroad  company  instituted  suits  for  dam- 
ages, in  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  against  sixtv-one  of  the 
principal  strikers,  but  the  prosecutions  were  compromised,  or  aban- 
doned, after  the  strikers  returned  to  work. 

In  1859  the  country  was  recovering  from  the  financial  troubles  of 
1857,  and  business  was  assuming  a prosperous  footing.  Ross  county 
banks  passed  through  the  ordeal  unscathed,  the  two  Ohillicothe  banks 
then  having  a net  capital  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  larg- 
est in  the  State.  This  season  of  prosperity  was  checked  to  some 
extent  by  the  disastrous  frost  of  June  4,  1859.  Middle  aged  people 
of  today  will  remember  the  devastation  wrought  on  the  new  growing 
crops,  fruits  and  vegetables  and  how  buckwheat  became  the  staple 
product  of  the  farms  for  that  year,  at  least. 

II— 6 
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WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION. 


TUI’’  inutterings  of  internal  strife,  which  had  engaged 

attention  of  statesmen  for  some  years  prior  to  1860,  in  that 
^ ef-  t(?  ta^e  tangible  'fehape,  and  the  people  came  to 
and  secession +1  8 i 6 3u,ef.^ons  state  riglit,  slavery  extension, 
In  exactly  what  f 16  s !lve  i0^“1&  states  portended  national  disaster, 
by  natiSa  fe^  ^ tr°uble  sh°uld  come>  was  “<*  realized,  even 

tbvenormity  of  the  civil 

lie  press  beiran  to  toV  atlonal  disasters  Bull*  Run.  But  the  pub- 
people  in  the  doctrines  of  68  m * le.  controvcrsy,  and  to  educate  the 
ing  to  the  views  of  crl’t  . non'®oer^lon  or  war  for  the  Union,  accord- 

Certain  prominent  dailies  in Oh  'wT™''  -AU  n0t  °f  °ne  n‘ind' 
opponents  of  the  war  and  to  tW  ’ "1Tflvln&  at.tJhe  present  day,  were 
to  the  seceding  states’  Such  n i*®"1  gave  ald  and  encouragement 
the  Confederate  army  and  diere  °DS  T™  ,8muggled  throuSh  t0 
aroused  by  the  Richmond4 “Enquirer’’ "'^ToTh  ^ th®  en,thusiasm 
papers  that  supported  the  war  for  th!  tt  • N ab  ®,  among  tlle  news' 
There  was  no  half-way  sladon  il  t,1  "'8S  the  Seioto  Gazette’ 
sentiment  was  keyed  u/to  ttm  l *\th!.S  g.re?t  controversy.  Popular 
and  bloodshed  often  accomnnrt*  pitch,  and  deeds  of  violence 

absorbing  theme.  Thp  pmf  ‘ *G  ammatcd  discussions  of  the  all- 
in  this  frame  of  mind  thp  npU11f  War  °^ersbadowed  everything  else, 
timore  riot  and  the  firfnl  W down  *>  period  of  the  Bal- 

had  been  robbed  by  the  friends  nrrJter-  The  national  treasury 

had  been  plundered  and  arms  and  sece.ssl0n?  the  government  arsenals 
purpose  of  weakening  the  stre^r^1/1^*8  S(dzed>  with  tbe  double 
and  equipping  the  Confederates  g ° i!«  ^ ProsPective  opponents, 
waJ’  at  the  government  expense  turn  °d  sc^°°lec^  in  tbe  arts  of 

and  chose  the  “Stars  and^ar^T+J  ^ ba°ks  Upon  “01d  Glor7” 
things  fanned  the  flame  of  COm?iy’8  e™blem.  These 

I^orth,  until  it  burst  into  an  unouenclf  m°ng  tbe  loyal  PeoPle  °*  the 
evely  man  was  rpqnire(1  tQ  dec^r  Patriotic  fire,  and 

uimseit.  Recession  sentiments 
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would  not  be  tolerated,  and  violence  or  banishment  followed  such  a 
declaration. 

The  news  of  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter  was  followed  in  a few  days 
by  the  president’s  call  for  seven ty-fjve  thousand  troops.  By  the  29th 
of  April,  just  seventeen  days  after  the  first  shot  was  fired,  the  loyal 
old  Buckeye  State  offered  seventy-one  thousand  soldiers,  and  eight 
days  later  increased  her  offering  to  eighty-one  thousand ! The  first 
mass  meeting  in  Chillicothe  was  held  at  the  city  hall  on  the  evening 
of  April  15th.  Speeches  were  made  by  W.  T.  McClintick,  S.  H. 
Hurst,  Noah  Wilson,  Theodore  Sherrer  and  others.  But  those  were 
days  of  deeds,  and  not  of  words.  Col.  William  E.  Gilmore  was  the 
first  man  to  tender  his  services  as  a volunteer.  By  the  20th  of  April 
he  left  for  Columbus  at  the  head  of  a company.  George  Reed  was 
first  lieutenant  and  Charles  Schultz,  second.  On  the  23d  of  April 
another  company  was  organized,  and  left  under  command  of  Capt. 
S.  S.  Robinson,  a veteran  of  the  Mexican  war.  J.  H.  Nugent  was 
first  lieutenant  and  James’  R.  Blackburn  was  second.  “Wes” 
McLean,  another  veteran  of  the  Mexican  war,  where  he  served  as  a 
drummer,  and  had  subsequently  served  five  years  in  the  regular  army, 
in  the  same  capacity,  now  accepted  his  old  position  and  started  for  the 
front  with  this  company. 

Enlistments  and  company  organizations  followed  in  rapid  succes- 
sion. The  German  population  furnished  two  companies  among  the 
early  enlistments,  one  being  a company  of  dragoons,  which  went  out 
under  Captain  Pfau,  and  the  other  a company  of  infantry,  with  Cap- 
tain Rehwinkle  in  command,  and  Lieutenants  A.  Kessinger  and  Paul 
Wittich,  as  subordinates.  This  last  named  organization  grew  to  be 
a regiment,  of  which  Captain  Rehwinkle  became  the  colonel  before 
his  term  of  service  expired.  The  professions,  merchants,  mechanics, 
farmer  boys  and  laborers,  all  were  imbued  with  the  same  spirit  of 
^patriotism,  and  promptly  laid  aside  their  several  vocations,  and 
joined  in  the  supreme  effort  for  national  preservation.  Rev.  Z. 
Wharton,  of  Twin  township,  once  a pastor  of  Trinity  Methodist 
church,  laid  aside  his  shepherd’s  crook  for  a sword,  and  went  to  the 
front  at  the  head  of  a company.  During  the  four  years  of  bloody 
warfare,  Ohio  met  every  call  for  troops  in  advance  of  the  time  limit, 
and  Ross  county  was  always  among  the  first  to  respond  with  her 
quota. 

While  the  “boys”  were  at  the  front,  the  loyal  citizens  at  home  were 
•not  idle,  and  the  devoted  mothers,  wives,  sisters  and  sweethearts, 
imbued  with  the  same  spirit  of  loyalty  and  devotion  to  country  which 
had  taken  their  loved  ones  from  them,  were  the  first  to  organize  a 
relief  association.  On  the  19th  of  April,  that  day  memorable  in  our. 
national  history,  while  the  booming  of  cannon  at  Fort  Sumter  was 
scarcely  silenced  in  the  shadows  of  rapidly  occurring  events,  the 
Ladies’  Union  Relief  Society  was  organized.  Mrs.  Nancy  Waddle 
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took  the  initiative  in  the  matter,  and  the  organization  was  effected  by 
the  election  of  Mrs.  Cary  A.  Trimble  as  president;  Mrs.  Dr.  Fuller- 
on,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Albert  Douglas,  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  James 
1 secretary.  Resolutions  of  loyalty  to  country,  and  devotion 
o e war  s of  the  nation,  were  passed,  and  a flag  was  presented  to 
^aptain  Gilmore  s company,  the  first  to  depart  from  the  county  for 
e sea  o war.  Ibis  was  an  imposing  ceremony,  and  a feature  then 
ew  o e }oung  people  of  the  generation.  The  presentation  took 
place  m Iront  of  the  courthouse  just  before  the  company  left  for  the 
a l , ag  wa®  escorted  b.Y  thirteen  little  girls  dressed  in  red, 
f-Ue’  ?n.^  rePresenting  the  thirteen  original  colonies  that 
natlonf  llldfPendence.  There  was  much  of  this  outward 
flairs  on^ni?)aV'  ail<^  *nterest  during  the  first  year  of  the  war,  and 
bv  flip  frkl]8"!*1*  S Were  Presentecl  on  every  available  occasion.  But 
matters  tbe  disasters  of  the  Peninsula  campaign, 

the  interest  % ) T'T  1^1  a ,War  bas^s>  and  sentiment  was  banished  in 
itv  vet  in  fh  V l \ " eet  8,  ^die  statement  is  made  without  author- 
instrument  1 G*  ^ °*  reason,  that  the  Ladies7  Relief  Society  was 

the  citv  eoiinml  SeTlng  aPPr°priation  of  a thousand  dollars  by 
was  taken'bvTiL88  " a SeneraI  relief  fllnd'  This  ^tion 

tions  to  this  worth ^ and  public  and  private  dona- 

capitidation  **  ^ fr°"1  **  ^ 

men  ““ -W“  formed’  consistinR  of  leading  business 

®fter  rt:1  ,the  ***** 

McClintick  .Tame,  P , ’ sold,ers  families.  William  T. 
were  members  of  tbi',  ^ ‘ lson  Pearson  and  William  Poland, 

showed  ■ ,The  ^dmen  of  the  city 

the  enlistment  of  colored  troT**  ' ■ar['at.f'<'rvor:  an<1  as  soon  as 
left  Chillicothe  and  went  to  \[!  a"tllorize,1>  °»e  hundred  men 
the  Second  Colored  infantrv  of  !safll,,setts>  where  they  enlisted  in 
proclamation  became  operative  ,at  stato-  After  the  emancipation 
Ohio,  and  Ross  county Colored ’ *nll8tments  were  general  throughout 
It  would  be  impossible  p H r<‘sl)onded  the  first  call, 
soldiers  through  the  raneine-  *°  ro^ord  °f  H°ss  county’s  valiant 
neither  would  space  permit !]  *"\'cs  °,f  foi,r  years  of  bloody  war; 
paragement  to  the  heroic  sen- ire','  ' 1 ).p  possible.  Without  dis- 

this  article  to  mention  tl.e  organization' Vrl'8’1  ^ ,purppse  °f 
closely  connected  with  Rrmc  ^ 11  ’ "dllcb»  as  a whole,  is  more 

zation.  Reference  is  here  made  to  t?"  o"V  °thcr  !nilitary  organl- 

\eteran  Volunteer  Infantry  WP'i  li  Seventy-third  regiment  of 

may  have  achieved  equal  honor,  e \i  0t, , regiments  and  companies 
tain  that  none  surpassed  the  Sr"  ’ ?°d.v  held,  it  is  morally  eer- 
sten,  duty.  The  '»  the  performance  of 

before  breakfast-job”  of  the  thro  ovor  aix  lu°nths  and  the 

‘He  tin oo  months  men  had  been  prolonged 
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to  more  than  twice  their  term  of  service,  and  up  to  this  date,  the  Con- 
federates had  been  successful  on  every  field.  An  enlistment  for  three 
years’  service  at  this  time  meant  more  than  a brief  term  of  a few 
months.  The  first  spontaneous  outburst  of  patriotism  had  been  suc- 
ceeded by  a candid  and  thoughtful  consideration  of  the  momentous 
task  before  us,  with  the  record  of  past  events  pointing  to  possible 
failure.  This  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  it  was  decided  in 
September,  1861,  by  a group  of  young  men  in  Chillicothe,  to  raise  a 
regiment  in  response  to  the  President’s  first  call  for  three  hundred 
thousand  troops  for  a period  of  “three  years,  or  during  the  war.” 
After  due  consideration,  these  young  men  determined  to  make  the 
attempt,  and  Capt.  Orland  Smith,  then  in  command  of  the  Chilli- 
cothe Greys,  was  invited  to  accept  the  colonelcy,  and  the  second  posi- 
tion was  offered  to  Jacob  Hyer  of  Greenfield.  Both  these  gentlemen 
accepted,  and  at  once  began  the  establishment  of  recruiting  stations 
in  Boss  and  adjacent  counties.  The  headquarters  of  the  embryo  regi- 
ment was  established  at  “Camp  Logan,”  near  Chillicothe.  Company 
encampments  were  opened  at  Hallsville,  Clarksburg,  and  Massieville, 
in  Boss  county.  Enlistments  moved  along  slowly,  but  by  the  12th  of 
November,  the  first  company  (A)  with  a complement  of  one  hun- 
dred men,  was  organized.  November  20th  companies  B and  F were 
completed,  and  company  G was  organized  on  the  13th  of  December. 
In  the  meantime  a number  of  parts  of  companies  were  brought  into 
camp  by  the  recruiting  officers,  and  all  were  being  drilled  and 
schooled  in  the  art  of  war. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  these  detachments  were  consolidated, 
by  which  means  ten  minimum  companies  were  organized  and  the 
regimental  organization  completed,  and  mustered  into  the  sendee  of 
the  United  States.  The  work  of  drilling  and  equipping  the  regi- 
ment went  steadily  on,  and  by  the  time  it  was  ordered  to  the  field, 
the  discipline,  drill  and  apparent  efficiency  of  the  regiment  were 
alike  creditable  to  the  officers  and  the  men. 

The  “Chillicothe  Greys,”  a company  organized  just  prior  to  the 
war,  was  the  nucleus  of  this  regiment,  and,  as  before  intimated,  its 
captain  was  chosen  as  the  colonel  of  the  new  organization,  and  sub- 
sequently became  the  commander  of  a brigade,  in  the  Eleventh  Army 
corps.  That  the  reader  may  have  some  idea  of  the  casualties  of  the 
regiment,  let  ft.  be  said  that  eighty  men  were  commissioned  as  field, 
staff,  and  line  officers,  while  thirty-six  is  the  complement  for  a regi- 
ment Of  these,  a few  resigned,  and  some  were  promoted,  but  it  is 
safe  to  assert  that  at  least  thirty  officers  were  killed  or  disabled  in 
the  service.  The  regiment  lost  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  enlisted 
men,  killed  in  battle,  or  died  of  wounds ; five  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
were  wounded  in  battle,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  died  of 
disease.  A “minimum”  company  was  sixty-one  men,  hence  the  cas- 
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ualties  exceeded,  by  forty  per  cent,  the  number  of  men  entering  the 
service  with  the  organization  of  the  regiment. 

*^he  active  service  of  the  Seventy-third  began  in  the  army  of  West 
Virginia,  under  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
oliow  the  regiment  through  its  wonderfully  active  career  of  nearly 
our  years  at  the  front;  but  a brief  resume  of  events  must  suffice. 

participated  in  twenty  hard-fought  battles,  some  of  which  were 
the  most  disastrous  in  the  annals  of  the  war.  To  reach  these  various 
scenes  of  carnage  in  a half  dozen  different  states,  it  traveled  thou- 
sands of  miles  on  weary  marches,  through  rain  and  snow  and  mud; 

.eDS€  *\eat,  or  equally  uncomfortable  cold ; wading  streams, 
c lm  ing  and  descending  mountains,  each  soldier  carrying,  in  full 
equipment,  some  sixty  pounds  of  baggage.  It  is  estimated  that  in 
r mary  warfare,  a soldier  is  under  fire  in  skirmishing,  and  other 
esu  orv  g ting,  at  least  five  times  to  each  general  engagement  in 

fC  1G  P?rtlclPates 5 5 lienee  a record  of  battles  is  no  fair  estimate 
as  to  a soldier  s actual  service. 

-p/f*16  ^e,Ve  llnder  Rosecrans,  Schenck,  Milroy,  and 

m ^ West  Virginia;  under  McClellan,  Sigel,  Howard,  Pope, 
Mende’in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac;  and 
see  an?o«  tianA  Jh°maS’  Sherman>  Grant  and  Hooker  in  Tennes- 
to  kp  Sp*  «th  TfAt  an-ta  T mpai^’  thence  011  tlie  memorable  “March 
for  valiant  q ,received  complimentary  mention  bv  General  Grant 
whirs  s Th  lnrl,e  rd7ght  dlar^”  Lookout  Valley, 
most  hravelv  mn't  j.U?Y  1S| C0  0ne  ’ °haracterized  as  “the  hottest  and 

-f  any  in  Which  the  regiment  had  par- 
chargeof  the  s"  T 2??  *n.  his  °fficial  rcPort,  pronounced  the 
this  eno-ao-ement  “n  ^ and  Thirty-third  Massachusetts  in 

The  2E in  vZ  t thG  ",0S‘  daring  feats  of  arms  in  the  war." 
and  apparently  frnitl  enness®®  followed  this,  and  after  much  weary 
out  yX  and  toe  1 T!1'^  the  rcS>ment  returned  to  Look- 

in  the  eTtiSeSent  S1Sf;  to  ? But  four  men  . 

expiration  of  the  first  term  to,!!0ntmue  ln  t]le  service  after  the 
regiment  reached  Chill  ieotl  f enlistment.  January  15,  1864,  the 

hy  the  Sixty-third  regiment  fl'rloilgh,  being  accompanied 

both.  A procession  was  to’  anjd  a ovation  was  tendered  to 

iam  E.  Gilmore  aS  0hie^  m,ediim,dPr  the  direction  of  Col.  Will- 

depot  The  procession  returned  with  tf  ° 8ol1ier  boys  at  the 
courthouse,  where  a most  h*  ^ ^ / ie  ?ruests  to  the  front  of  the 

cheering,  singing  and  supppL  1 we  c?™e  was  accorded  them  in 
years’  absence,  were  more  mivi  * +ln^‘  ^le  veterans>  after  two 
firesides,  and  so  dispersed  to  '°  meet  ^0ve(*  ones  around  the  home 
days’  respite  in  to  enjoy  a thirty 

reached  its  former  camp  in  T^nl  S rf  C1V^  ^e*  The  regiment 
there  resumed  the  routine  °n  the  2nd  of  March,  and 

routine  of  camp  llfe,  until  the  beginning  of  the 
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thrilling  events  in  the  campaign  of  1864.  It  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles, marches  and  skirmishes  of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  the 
skirmishers  of  the  Seventy-third  were  the  first  to  enter  the  beleag- 
uered city.  Continuing  the  triumphal  march  to  the  sea,  and  up 
through  the  Carolinas,  fighting  its  way,  as  enemies  confronted  it,  the 
Grand  Eeview  at  Washington  put  a fitting  finale  to  the  record  of  the 
preceding  years. 

The  Rebellion  was  crushed,  and  the  citizen  soldiery  was  no  longer 
imbued  with  the  military  spirit.  It  was  “Home,  Sweet  Home,”  in 
the  minds  of  all.  The  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  July  25,  1865,  thus 
summed  up  the  home-coming  of  the  gallant  old  regiment : “The  Sev- 
enty-third regiment  was  mustered  out  at  Camp  Dennison  today.  The 
history  of  this  noble  veteran  organization  is  a record  of  heroism  and 
endurance,  of  which  every  Ohioan  should  be  proud.  Its  flag  bears 
the  names  of  twenty  bloody  fields,  where  the  regiment  fought  and 
suffered.  Its  roll  of  honor  shows  seven  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and 
wounded  in  battle.  The  graves  of  its  three  hundred  dead  mark  its 
victorious  pathway  through  six  states  of  the  Union.  In  the  midnight 
charge  at  Lookout,  it  performed  a feat  unsurpassed  in  the  annals  of 
war.  It  has  been  in  the  front  of  many  battles  and  its  old  flag  has 
never  known  repulse.” 

The  field  and  staff  officers  of  the  Seventy-third  were  subject  to  fre- 
quent change,  there  being  ten  resignations,  one  discharge,  and  one 
death.  A number  of  resignations  wer6  due  to  promotions  to  higher 
rank  in  other  organizations,  and  the  places  thus  made  vacant  were 
filled  by  promotions  from  the  line  officers.  The  distinguished  Chilli- 
cothean,  now  serving  as  postmaster,  and  who  has  filled  several  other 
prominent  positions  in  civil  life,  passed  up  from  the  position  of  sec- 
ond lieutenant  in  1861,  to  the  rank  of  brevet  brigadier-general.  Ref- 
erence is  made  to  Gen.  S,  H.  Hurst,  who  commanded  the  regiment 
for  nearly  two  years,  passing  through  the  various  grades  of  second 
lieutenant,  captain,  major,  lieutenant-colonel,  colonel  and  brigadier- 
general.  This  is  a most  distinguishing  honor,  and  an  attainment 
seldom  reached  in  the  annals  of  the  civil  war.  It  speaks  of  faithful- 
ness to  duty,  efficiency  in  office,  bravery  on  the  field,  and  confidence  of 
the  men  under  his  command. 

A number  of  line  officers  were  chosen  from  the  ranks  of  the  Chilli- 
cothe  Greys,  that  company  being  specially  well  drilled  at  the  organ- 
ization of  the  regiment,  and  hence  capable  of  instructing  others.  But 
usually  promotions  were  made  from  the  companies  where  the  vacan- 
cies occurred.  Some  of  the  Ross  county  officers  in  this  regiment  were 
the  following:  Brig.-Gen.  Orland  Smith;  Col.  Richard  Long,  who 

was  detached  on  the  staff  of  Major-General  Howard:  Surgeon 
Jones  P.  Safford,  who  suffered  humiliation  but  was  subsequently 
vindicated,  and  restored  to  former  rank  of  major;  Adjutant  John 
Spence,  who  rose  from  the  ranks ; Adjutant  John  B.  Smith,  who 
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served  until  the  end  of  the  war,  ajid  was  mustered  out  with  the  regi- 
^.uartennaster  William  D.  Wesson,  promoted  from  the  rank 
0 lst  lieutenant  to  captain.  Quartermaster  James  Earl  rose  from 
the  ranks,  and  served  the  full  term;  Assistant  Surgeon  William 
c eson  resigned ; Assistant  Surgeon  Smith  1).  Steer  was  mustered 
out  with  the  regiment. 

Line  officers:  Capt.  Edward  H.  Allen,  promoted  from  second 

eu  nant  resigned;  ( apt.  Lewis  H.  Burkett,  promoted  from  seo- 
ond  lieutenant,  died  of  wounds  received  in  second  battle  of  Bull  Run; 
i«ni  ^>mas  Beach,  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  October, 
A'  k-r!1  Promo^e<^  captain  the  same  year,  discharged  for  physical 
disability  December  24,  1862;  Capt.  Justus  G.  MeSchooler,  d,s- 
charged  in  1862,  by  reason  of  physical  disability ; Capt.  John  Ear- 
A ^1^ne  April  17,  1862;  Capt.  Luther  ii.  Bookwalter,  pro- 
Octoher leut^nailt  August  5,  1862,  and  died  of  wounds 
thp  “m*^  \ *■  \9  re<:eived  wpile  gallantly  leading  his  company  in 
Made?*,  S tCW  at  L°°k0Ut  Valk'.>>  Tennessee;  Capt.  John  D. 
full  ter™  ^r0111^.6  ^rom  ^le  rank  of  second  lieutenant,  served  the 
three  vpar!’  ^ *S  ai!^  acceplcd  his  discharge  at  expiration  of 

at  the  battl  ,apt'  ^eor£e  Doherty,  fell' mortally  wounded 

Craudresii^  Tl  <Hed  Jul>'  13>  Capt.Archibald 

service  • Cant^B  ■ ° °-  )<?V ’ a^ter  nearly  three  years  of  active 

W Md  aPctnt  7rm,  Fi  Kt0ne-  tho  full  period  of  enlist, 

prominent  in  pohtl d Vf^  n 'l^  Itecembf  2!)«  18,!4>  since  the  war 
the  United  Stflto  n 4 ’-/l11*  now  one  °f  ^ie  English  consuls  from 
1864 when  he TL  T-  Umty  II!nson’  <*nre«l  until  Oetober  20, 
recced a dtb h»8~m«>i®i0«;  Capt.  James  S.  McCommon 
resigned  by  So”80  °dS  T*  ^ bat.tle  °f  Mountain,  and 

ing,  rose  from  the  rank  of ± * f V-8  ,ncurred5  <>*•  Abislm  Down- 
ing the  grades  of  first  r con<^  lieutenant  to  that  of  major,  pass- 

decimated  ranks  of  the  rerimen7notand  /*pt1a.in’  1bnt.  owinS  to  the 
Capt.  Presley  T TulU^  ? lmistered  m the  higher  position ; 
tain  from  ijnd  £ from  ™ks,  serving  as  cap-’ 

pending  the  final  mus^er-out'of 'the 25’  h®®5’  whcn  be  resi^ed’ 
passed  through  the  varLls  LlV  r'''''108-5  CaPf-  James  C-  McKeU, 
that  rtnolh’nv,  i — g es  fiom  private  to  captain,  attaining 


tl  f . . various  £ 

ificrP°^tl0n  hy  Promotion,  on  April  Ww±  "“FTV  *Liaiul11? 
1865;  Capt.  Samuel  R.  Peters  ms  Jc\  rc!1Sned  January  1, 

from  pnvate  to  second  lieutenant TUgh  tlle  vanoils  ^*ades 
tain,  and  resigned  May  28,  1866 - Cant  {™.fe.nant>  adjutant  and  cap- 
as  a private.  Ontok„_  V,„  CaPf-  ^ illiam  A.  Pontius,  enlisted 


W,1U,  a,  a resigned  May  28,  1866-  Cant  w-  ,•  J ana  caP’ 

as  a private,  October  26  18fii  ’ -pt  ^ llham  A-  Pontius,  enlisted 
ond  lieutenant  and  first 'lien  ton  passin^uP  through  the  grade  of  sec- 
captain,  March  26th  186'C  ,,, a"  ’ and  receiving  his  commission  as 
Bentonville,  North  Carolina  21  wonndcd  in  the  battle  of 

was  discharged  by  reason  of  his  w°f  7 Ic*  battles  of  the  war-  and 
uel  Ambrose,  enlisted  Tthe  rank!  ^ ^ 19’  1865  ; CaPt  Sam' 

n the  ranks,  and  attained  the  rank  of  captain 
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on  the  28th  of  March,  1865,  having  been  a commissioned  officer  from 
the  23rd  of  September,  1864.  Capt.  John  W.  Adams,  served  in  the 
capacity  of  private,  second  lieutenant,  and  first  lieutenant,  and 
attained  the  rank  of  captain  on  the  day  of  Lee’s  surrender;  Capt. 
Martin  L.  Buchwalter,  attained  to  his  highest  rank  after  the  war  was 
over,  becoming  a distinguished  lawyer  and  jurist,  and  occupying  the 
position  of  judge  in  the  courts  of  Cincinnati ; enlisted  as  a private, 
October  12,  1861,  on  January  1,  1865,  was  commissioned  first  lieu- 
tenant, in  which  position  he  served  until  the  22nd  of  May,  1865,  when 
.he  was  promoted  to  a captaincy;  Capt.  Asa  F.  Couch  received  his 
most  distinguishing  military  honors  just  prior  to  the  home-coming 
period,  being  promoted  from  first  lieutenant  to  captain,  on  the  25th 
of  June,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  Rufus  Hosier  enlisted  October  26,  1861,  and  served 
in  the  ranks  until  October  25,  1862,  when  he  was  commissioned  as 
second  lieutenant.  After  two  months’  service  in  this  capacity,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  this  commission  dating 
from  the  23rd  of  December,  1862.  He  received  a disabling  wound 
in  the  battle  of  Peachtree  Creek,  Georgia,  bv  reason  of  which  he 
was  discharged,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1864.  Mr.  Hosier  is  at 
present  a member  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  Ross 
county,  and  a well  known  and  highly  honored  citizen.  First  Lieut 
Isaac  N.  Hawkins  was  discharged  May  15,  1865,  by  reason  of 
wounds  received  in  battle  at  Atlanta,  Georgia.  The  following 
named  first  lieutenants  served  the  full  term  with  their  respective 
companies,  and  were  mustered  out  with  the  regiment:  John  Burke, 

John  Hildebrand,  James  Ferguson,  James  Ross,  and  Michael  S. 
Mackerly.  Second  Lieut.  Igdaliah  B.  Dresbach  resigned  his  com- 
mission August  12,  1863,  after  nearly  two  years  of  service. 

Should  space  permit  it  would  be  a pleasure  to  include  the  names 
and  service  of  the  “men  who  bore  the  guns,”  many  of  whom  per- 
formed feats  of  daring,  and  services  of  incalculable  value  to  the 
cause,  wholly  prompted  by  the  innate  desire  for  national  preserva- 
tion, and  without  the  hope  of  official  reward.  Some  even  declined 
promotion,  on  the  conscientious  ground  that  they  would  then  be 
serving  for  the  emoluments  and  honors  of  office,  while  the  charge 
would  be  groundless  if  the  salary  remained  at  thirteen  dollars  a 
month ! The  title  of  “Lincoln  hirelings”  and  “coffee  coolers”  hardly 
applied  to  such  men  as  these. 

The  Sixty-third  Ohio  Veteran  Infantry  was  another  military 
organization  in  which  Ross  county  had  more  than  ordinary  interest. 
Five  companies  were  recruited  at  Ohillicothe  for  the  Twenty-second 
regiment,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Col.  William  E.  Gilmore, 
after  his  return  from  the  “three  months”  service;  but  the  organiza- 
tion did  not  materialize  as  rapidly  as  was  desired,  and  these  com- 
panies (F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K)  were  consolidated  with  a like  number 
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organized  elsewhere,  completing  a regiment,  which  took  the  number 
designated  by  the  ranking  officer,  the  Sixty-third,  and  started  for  the 
oaJh®  23d  of  January,  1862,  reaching  Paducah,  Ky.,  on  the 
18th  of  February.  There  it  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi under  Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope.  William  E.  Gilmore,  of  Chil- 
iicothe,  was  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  It  would  seem  from 
e meager  record  at  hand,  that  the  five  companies  from.  Ross  county 
i no  a fair  representation  in  the  list  of  officers,  since  First 
i-*GU  an  8 ^ ias  * Cherry  and  James  A.  Gilmore  are  the  only 
tlim  °i  CGrS  aPPearmS  at  the  time  the  regiment  started  for  the  front, 
Tnntlfl1  the  non-commissioned  officers  were  subsequently  pro- 

. lese’  hospital  Steward  James  McFadden  was  promoted 

o ^ ln ,°  comP an£  K,  and  killed  in  battle,  and  Quartermaster- 
reZcn  „ )-a-d  Ri  Bo-vd  was  I-omoted  second  lieutenant.  The 
Inks  « ^ i"  the  battles  of  Xew  Madrid,  Island  No.  10, 

fonncd  ^rdl  ^jle  °f  Cori“t.h>  Atlanta  and  Savannah.  It  per- 
of  its  pv  t'  10  ° " V as  a militarJ  organization  in  the  stirring  times 
dearlv  returned  home,  wearing  the  laurels  it  had  so 

ization  qfiil  1*  * ^ ^ -Vi  aH‘Y  surv^vors  of  this  distinguished  organ- 
TW  1VlDg  m Cllillicotbe>  and  Ross  county, 
whole  or  'iifl  ™,an‘V  otber  companies  recruited  in  Ross  county,  in 
the  Thirty  sevenll  wblch  ma-v  ^ mentioned  Company  E of 

Sait”  *»•  ">«  German  regi- 

t irftf  in.Chi"i’ 

guished  captain  throu-h'lif 1C  CttGT  wblcb  has  followed  the  distin- 
offices  within  the  "-ift  nf  1 • 6 las  some  of  the  highest  civil 

from  a long  Kft  * • C°"ntyand  State>  a"d  l‘»»  recently  retired 

first  lieutenantTf  this  I °"  the  SUpreme  ^ of  Ohio.  The 
transferred  to  staff  duty  Ar,^s  L Waddle,  who  was 

Sergeant  Henry  Hoadlev  diVd^-i  Dorse/  was  second  lieutenant; 
Roby  was  a prisoner  and  rli q,.u  a Pnsoner;  Sergeant  James  P. 

Company  B of  tke  Tw  W after  Nation, 
and  some  well  known  families^of  was  organized  in  Ross, 

list  of  members.  It  Waq  nTm  -p  collnt^  are  represented  in  the 
July,  1861,  and  served  until  6 veteyan  organizations,  enlisted  in 
went  saw  hard  and  continue, r declared,  in  1865.  The  regi- 

in  all  the  historic  battles  of  that861™?!  a,Vbe  front  and  participated 
Nor  was  this  all:  it  followed*  saf  °ld  arm.v  of  the  Cumberland. 

Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain  ^tlanta’  fighting  its  way  at 

daily  with  the  Confederates  t ,Creek’  and  skirmishing 

Atlanta,  it  was  with  the  troon*  ifn  & was  ca^od  in  front  of 
and  passed  Hood  on  his  march  T oyfraced  their  course,  followed 
march  to  Nashville,  and  defeated,  demor- 
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alized  and  scattered  liis  army.  The  Twenty-sixth  then  went  on  the 
memorable  march  through  Texas,  fighting,  for  their  lives,  against  the 
aggressions  of  intense  heat,  dust,  thirst,  mosquitoes,  centipedes  and 
rebels,  but  the  latter  were  the  least  annoying  to  personal  comfort  at 
that  season.  The  officers  of  the  Ross  county  company  were : Capt. 

Raymond  Allston,  resigned ; Capt.  Samuel  H.  Ewing,  mustered  out  \ 
Capt.  Erastus  Guy,  resigned.  First  Lieut  John  L.  Watson,  re- 
signed; First  Lieut.  Asahel  R.  Franklin,  promoted  captain  of  Com- 
pany C;  First  Lieut.  Samuel  Chestnut,  promoted  captain;  Sec- 
ond Lieut.  Morris  Renick,  promoted  first  lieutenant  and  assigned 
to  Company  F ; Second  Lieut.  John  W.  Ruley,  killed  at  Chick- 
amauga.  The  following  non-commissioned  officers  were  discharged 
to  accept  promotion : Sergt  Richard  Long ; Sergt.  Felix  Renick ; 

Sergt.  Louis  C.  Amberg;  Sergt.  Henry  J.  McLandburg;  Corp. 
Henry  R.  Miller,  Corp.  Jesse  M.  Darrah.  Eight  members  of 
the  company  were  killed  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga : Lieut  J ohn 

W.  Ruley,  Corporal  James  M.  Cosgrove,  privates  William  Finley, 
Frank  Hess,  John  Haas,  Arthur  H.  Ingram,  James  H.  Smith  and 
Joseph  Vangundy.  Three  were  missing:  James  Graves,  Henry 

Ludwig  and  Frederick  Miller.  Xearlv  every  member  of  the  com- 
pany present  in  the  action  was  either  killed,  missing  or  wounded,  and 
many  of  the  latter  died  as  a result  of  their  wounds.  The  following 
named  private  soldiers  of  the  company  were  discharged  to  accept  pro- 
motion in  other  organizations:  Francis  Aid,  Frederick  K.  Focke, 

John  P.  McDougal  and  John  Spence. 

There  were  representatives  of  Ross  county  in  nearly  every  regi- 
ment organized  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  either  by  original 
enlistment,  transfer  or  promotion ; and  wherever  they  were,  and  by 
whatever  organization  they  were  known,  the  famous  Buckeyes  always 
performed  their  duty,  and  reflected  honor  upon  themselves,  and 
credit  upon  the  noble  State  which  they  represented. 

Since  the  days  of  the  Massie  expedition  up  the  Scioto  valley,  to  the 
present,  Ross  county  heroism  and  courage  have  been  demonstrated 
whenever  the  country  demanded  the  service  of  soldiers.  While  all 
have  done  their  parts  nobly,  some  have  achieved  distinguishing  hon- 
ors on  sea  and  land,  and  passed  their  names  down  the  corridors  of 
time  as  worthy  examples  to  future  generations.  Nor  were  these 
achievements  wrought  by  officers  alone.  The  humble  private,  whose 
name  is  seldom  known  in  military  reports,  was  the  motive  power, 
without  which  the  men  of  fame  would  have  been  nonentities.  Intel- 
ligence and  culture  permeates  the  citizen  soldiery  of  America,  as  in 
no  other  country ; and  the  private  soldier  is  as  ready  to  see  a military 
advantage  as  is  his  commander,  and  he  is  usually  just  as  courageous 
and  fearless. 

Among  the  Ross  county  men  who  served  with  distinction  for  the 
Union  were  Rear  Admiral  David  Stockton  McDougal  (son  of  John 
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McDougal)  and  his  brother,  Hon.  Charles  McDougal,  Rear  Admiral 
WalJce,  Commodore  Joseph  S.  Skerrett,  Commodore  David  B. 
Macomb,  Paymaster-General  T.  II.  Looker,  Gen.  Joseph  Sill  and 
n.  corge  .McGinnis,  a Ross  county  man  who  was  in  the  Mexican 
war  and  was  an  Indiana  general  in  1801-65. 

Rear  Admiral  Henry  Walke,  born  in  Virginia  the  day  before 
ns  mas,  1808,  came  to  Chillicothe  with  his  father,  Anthony 
a e,  in  11,  and  was  educated  at  the  Chillicothe  academy  with 
l hurrnan  and  Allen  and  the  other  boys  of  that  period,  lie  went  into 
e navy  as  a midshipman  in  1827,  took  part  in  the  Mexican  war, 
v • o*  an'iaiy,  1801,  when  Florida  was  seceding,  commanded  the 
p upp  > m Pensacola  harbor.  There  wras  treachery  among  those 
gher  in  command,  and  much  doubt  among  the  most  loyal  ae  to  what 

fortV  tV  ^vr'n1011  Pdoidda  demanded  possession  of  navv  vard  and 
o,  7*  ^ al.ke  st°od  firmly  for  the  supremacy  of  the  United 

from^811  ®llstaiI^d  the  gallant  Slemmer  in  saving  Fort  Picken9 
Vorn  p^ren1Gr*  Furthermore,  though  he  had  been  ordered  awav  to 
York  r°°k  the  Par°led  s.ol(liers  and  lo.>ral  citizens  to  New 

aontanrW]  l ' •***  ^.r  was  court-martialed  and  censured,  but  the  public 
afdecl  Gol’1 1 Pt,0n-  • Bring  command  on  the  Mississippi,  he 
from  d^Zv  GTrnt  m his  first  battle  at  Belmoxlt  and  saved  him 
, f tl  6 ~anded  the  Carondelet  at  the  siege  of  Fort 
Tan  t7  ba  tell  xaTk,ed  ftCongrws  »“d  the  Ohio  legislature.  He 
opened  the  hattl**  S and  ^°*  ^ and  compelled  their  surrender,  and 
Phe  ret  Lt  n neai'  " Pillow  and  Memphis  that  destroyed 
burg  and  Po  :t  "'aS  7°  “ coramand  of  Carondelet  at  Vicks- 
the  river  was  one/  S01Kam  wllen  was  through  on  the  Mississippi 

Ss“ tr;,.*  1?"  ',i,i*in  in  r*"k-  Ti“.  *» 

hunt  for  Semmps’  \ i i °k  tbe  kaeramento  out  on  the  Atlantic  to 

nock  into  the  harbor  a^Litrpool  af7Irward  eha?ed  the  RaPPahan' 
1866,  a rear  admiral  in  1870  7,1  f-IL , Waa  .made  a commodore  in 

General  Joshua  Wsm'tostt  7^7  *7  °"'n  re(luest  in  1874' 

cothe  in  the  great  wav  i°St  dlstmguished  of  the  sons  of  Chilli- 
son  of  “Father”  Joseph  SiH  7]!! ,7  CIdl,icothf>  December  6,  1831, 
a citizen.  Losinn-  his  & . ?eJ  of  prominence  and  beloved  as 

and  educated  by  his  father  4!  m ln^anc*v>  General  Sill  was  reared 
and  tastes.  In  1850  bp  ^ ° ^as  a1man  °f  scholarly  acquirements 
nated  third  in  his  class  • A*f8P  to  ^est  Pmnt,  where  he  grad- 

on  duty  much  of  the  time  in  n **at  ^ an  officer  in  tke  old  army, 
for  General  Harney  Tn  ti  re^Gn’  wkere  he  was  chief  of  ordnance 

mission  and  became  professor  oTmnfi  °f  V?6°.he  resi^ed  his  com- 
tochnic  college,  hut  on  th*»  atbematics  m the  Brooklyn  Poly- 

M.  r.%,  klSX'USA1  •»'  Hi.  fl.Jto  „ m 

York  he  returned  to  his  native  + / command  of  a regiment  in  Xew 
value  in  organizing  and  eoninni^  8 fi, an/  rendered  services  of  great 
g the  first  Ohio  regiments.  Then, 
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when  McClellan  and  Rosecrans  went  into  West  Virginia,  he  accom- 
panied them  as  colonel  of  the  Twenty-third  regiment,  but  in  command 
of  a brigade.  In  the  winter  of  1861  lie  was  promoted  to  brigadier- 
general.  In  that  capacity  he  served  under  Nelson  and  Thomas  in 
Kentucky,  and  when  Buell’s  army  was  organized  at  Bardstown  he 
was  given  command  of  a division  of  McCook’s  corps.  He  com- 
manded his  division,  performing  the  duties  of  major-general  with 
notable  ability  through  the  Bragg  and  Buell  campaign,  and  under 
Rosecrans  in  Tennessee,  until,  in  the  great  battle  of  Stone  River, 
December  31,  1862,  he  was  killed  while  leading  a desperate  charge 
upon  the  triumphant  enemy.  The  left  wing  of  the  Union  army  had 
been  routed,  and  if  the  center  could  not  be  held  a terrible  disaster 
must  follow.  Sheridan  told  him  to  charge.  He  did  his  duty  and 
died,  and  the  day  was  saved.  General  Sill  was  not  a man  of  impos- 
ing frame,  military  air  and  theatrical  manner.  He  was  a plain, 
simple,  mild-mannered  gentleman,  very  modest,  never  assertive, 
always  kind  and  fair  to  his  men,  who  loved  him  as  very  few  officers 
were  loved  in  the  army. 

Gen.  Joseph  S.  Fullerton,  a native  of  Ross  county,  and  a graduate 
of  Miami  college,  was  a resident  of  St.  Louis  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  and  became  a prominent  staff  officer,  serving  as  adjutant-general 
of  Howard’s  corps  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  earning  the  brevet 
of  brigadier-general. 

Ross  county  has  furnished  several  men  to  the  country  who  are 
worthy  of  special  mention  because  of  their  grand  achievements;  and 
while  they  commanded  “men”  equally  as  brave  and  fearless  as  them- 
selves, and  without  whom  the  heroic  deeds  could  not  have  been  accom- 
plished, yet  credit  is  due  to  the  commanders  of  the  expeditions  for 
the  successful  results  attained,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  superior 
officers.  Commander  Walke,  during  the  Confederate  blockade  of  the 
lower  Mississippi,  successfully  ran  the  rdbeb  blockade  through  a ver- 
itable storm  from  all  the  Confederate  batteries  on  shore  and  water, 
and  safely  landed  his  boat  at  New  Madrid.  This  was  an  act  of  hero- 
ism, coolness  and  bravery  not  excelled  by  any  commander  during  the 
naval  operations  of  the  civil  war. 

Lieutenant  Franklin,  of  the  gunboat  Heizel,  another  Chillicothean, 
performed  an  act  of  cool  thoughtfulness  during  an  action  which  has 
seldom  been  equalled  in  the  annals  of  warfare.  A bombshell  burst 
in  close  proximity  to  the  powder  magazine  of  the  Heizel,  and  imme- 
diately the  magazine  was  enveloped  in  flames.  With  the  coolness 
and  courage  born  of  the  emergency,  he  sprang  down  and  extinguished 
the  flames,  thus  saving  the  boat  from  destruction,  as  well  as  the  lives 
of  those  on  board. 

During  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  a position  of  great  impor- 
tance had  to  be  held  at  all  hazards.  The  tide  of  battle  was  tempora- 
rily against  the  Union  arms,  and  men  were  falling  everywhere,  while 
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pandemonium  reigned.  At  this  juncture,  Col.  Job  K.  Parker,  com- 
manding the  Forty-eighth  Ohio,  was  directed  to  seize  and  hold  the 
coveted  position.  This  he  did  amid  the  most  unfavorable  and  demor- 
a izing  surroundings,  and  received  the  compliments  of  General  Sher- 
man for  his  valiant  services.  This  was  the  first  battle  in  which  the 
regiment  participated,  and  a very  trying  initiation  into  the  hor- 
rors of  war.  Colonel  Parker,  and  his  invincible  regiment,  received 
the  most  flattering  encomiums,  not  only  in  his  home  city  of  Chilli- 
co  e,  but  in  the  army,  where  the  gallant  service  could  be  more  fully 
appreciated  by  those  already  driven  to  the  last  ditch  by  superior 

Another  Ross  county  man  of  early  family  here  was  Col.  Beroth 
■t-ggleston.  The  crowning  events  of  his  life  came  to  Colonel  Eggle- 
^ ,);n  ln.  atfr  years,  though  he  achieved  distinguished  honors  as  an 

cer  in  le  civil  war.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist,  and  was 
made  captam  of  a company  in  the  First  Ohio  cavaliy.  Passing 
scoCC(SS1|VC  promotions,  he  received  a colonel’s  commission  in 
n-Prtnloi  iran(*  was  detached  on  staff  duty  under  the  commanding 
SSf  He  wa°  a h^eal  descendant  of  Ethan  Allen,  the  hero  of 
fro vp rn t(?r  *ie  war»  Colonel  Eggleston  remained  in  the 
statp  hp  seivice  111  the  south,  and  settled  in  Mississippi,  of  which 
senate  8 g0Veril0r>  and  represented  the  same  in  the  United  States 

ma^the & Pron^nent  business  man  in  Chillicothe,  was 
formal  „ ,1„,  °*  S*",nt  ’“j 

took  a rifle  and  w ^ Pennissi0n  from  the  commanding  officer,  he 
the  action  Catt vt  the  '***’  valiantly.  During 

wounded  at  an  adva  now  Chillicothe,  fell  seriously 

pmii l E=derli„  .ought 

rade.  This  he  did  nf  *1  % J1!08  and  recover  his  wounded  com- 

safely  to  the  rear.  For  thwl°L^8  ^ a“d  br0Ught  Captain  Esker 

Enderlin  a medal  of  hoLr  whieh  •''nt  “"V*8  C°ngreSS  VOted  Mr‘ 
family  treasures  T . ’ Whlch  13  a Pre«ous  souvenir  among  the 

Ohio  TheSe  men  members  of  the  Seventy-third 

OokLT'h.de/’ a °ffeCtS  0f  the.  “Knights  of  the 

the  war,  a patriotic  soeietv  i-1G  ° sJmPatbizers  which  existed  during 
ized,  and  generally  established^  ^ ^ Leag^Te,,  was  orgarn 

patriots  were  aggressive  in  tl  T0ll^10llt  ^e  North.  Boss  county 
prompt  in  joining  its  ranks  Til  urt*le.rance  of  its  principles,  and 
cothe  were  members  of  thp  lnnoi  Proi}nn®nt  loyal  citizens  of  Chilli- 
roll  the  names  of  one  hundrWI  °^a^lza^on?  which  contained  on  its 
batants  by  reason  of  a^e  eiF1^r“one  rnen,  mostly  non-com- 

g } or  physical  infirmities,  though  many 
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returned  soldiers  united  with  the  organization,  from  time  to  time. 
The  constitution  required  a solemn  and  binding  obligation,  couched 
in  the  following  language:  “I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I 

will  support,  protect  and  defend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies,  whether  dolnestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolu- 
tion or  law  of  any  State  Convention  or  Legislature  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding;  and,  further,  that  I do  this  with  a full  determina- 
tion, pledge  and  purpose,  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion 
whatsoever.  So  help  me  God.” 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  while  the  soldiers  were  at  the  front 
the  people  at  home  were  at  times  under  alarm  from  threatened  inva- 
sion. This  was  the  case  during  the  “siege  of  Cincinnati,”  described 
in  the  State  history,  and,  with  more  reason,  on  the  occasion  of  Mor^ 
gan’s  famous  raid.  Gen.  John  Morgan  was  a brave  and  fearless  rebel 
raider,  who,  after  several  successful  incursions  into  Kentucky,  his 
native  State,  made  the  greatest  raid  of  his  career  in  the  summer  of 
1863,  that  momentous  period  when  Grant  was  at  Vicksburg  and  Lee 
was  in  Pennsylvania.  Crossing  the  Ohio  below  Cincinnati,  into 
Indiana,  he  and  his  men  rode  swiftly  around  Cincinnati  and  east- 
ward toward  the  Ohio  river,  picking  up  horses  and  plundering  coun- 
try stores  and  farm  houses.  His  reported  approach  upon  Chillicothe 
was  heralded  far  and  near,  and  created  the  greatest  consternation. 
But  Morgan  was  about  as  anxious  to  get  out  after  attending  a few 
“receptions”  along  his  route  as  the  people  wyere  to  have  him,  and  was 
hurrying  forward  with  all  possible  haste.  He  had  no  intention  of 
attacking  towms,  but  desired,  rather,  to  avoid  them.  But  “Morgan 
is  coming”  was  the  watchword,  and  Chillicotheans  made  all  possible 
haste  to  receive  him.  The  home  guards  and  militia  were  ordered  to 
be  in  readiness ; the  men,  old  and  young  and  halt  and  blind,  of  each 
ward,  were  organized  into  companies,  and  the  Second  regiment  of 
Ross  county  militia  braced  up  and  beat  the  long  roll.  It  had  as  offi- 
cers some  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  that  day,  but  they  were 
strangers  to  the  military  profession.  These  names  sound  more  like 
bankers,  lawyers,  merchants,  capitalists  and  manufacturers  than  men 
inured  to  bloodshed : F.  H.  Rehvdnkle,  colonel ; William  T.  McClin- 

tick,  lieutenant-colonel ; William  Poland,  major ; W.  A.  Gage,  captain 
and  adjutant;  I).  Dustman,  quartermaster ; J.  D.  Miller  and  R.  C. 
Galbraith,  assistant  surgeons.  After  this  array  of  talent  on  field  and 
staff,  came  the  line  officers,  equally  distinguished : W.  E.  Gilmore, 

J.  H.  Bennett,  Samuel  Leffingweil,  Isaiah  Lord,  S.  S.  Cook,  J.  L. 
Dunlap,  Job  Stevenson,  Otho  L.  Marfield,  Philip  Gartner,  W.  M. 
McKee  and  Felix  Renick.  The  hastily  improvised  “army”  was  dis- 
posed to  the  best  advantage  and  awaited  “coming  events.”  On  Tues- 
day, July  14,  1863,  Morgan  was  reported  to  have  destroyed  the 
railroad  at  Loveland,  and  was  heading  for  Chillicothe ! The  “long 
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roll  was  sounded  and  the  troops  paraded  the  streets,  some  with  guns 
but  more  without,  but  all  paraded.  There  was  a mass  meeting  at  the 
court  house  to  devise  means  of  defending  the  town. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  Colonel  Kunkle  arrived  from  the  front  and 
took  command.  By  \\  ednesday  night  six  thousand  men  were  cen- 
tered here,  ready  to  deal  the  death-blow  to  Morgan  and  his  men.  In 
the  adjustment  of  affairs  it  was  thought  best  to  guard  the  bridge  at 
the  lower  end  of  Paint  street,  and  a detachment  of  brave  souls  was 
sent  down  there  to  give  the  alarm,  and  stop  Morgan  at  the  bridge  until 
,e  reception  committee”  was  ready  to  receive  him.  About  six 
o clock  in  the  evening,  some  scouts  sent  out  from  town  to  reconnoitre 
came  galloping  up  the  pike,  and  the  bridge  guard  had  a sudden  call 
to  go  home.  They  fired  the  bridge,  though  there  was  but  a foot  of 
water  in  the  creek,  and  came  tearing  back  to  town.  But  the  distin- 
gms  le  guest  did  not  arrive.  This  serious  disappointment  culmin- 
ated in  the  determination  to  go  after  him.  About  six  hundred  of  the 
mi  itia  regiment  had  no  arms,  so  they  remained  at  home  under  coin- 
mam  o ajor  Poland.  The  others,  augmented  by  the  reserve  col- 
umn, and  their  allies  from  the  “squirrel-hunters”  brigade,  struck 
the  trail,  and  followed  on.  They  found  Mr.  Morgan  at  Berlin 
eig  its,  near  Jackson.  Morgan  shot  his  artillery  at  a hill,  and  as 
the  pursuers  had  no  artillery  they  prudently  left  the  hill  between 
rmhU  aiH  " or£an  s Jest  met  ive  guns.  This  is  characterized  in  the 
f,S  ® aHt  battle  abl.Y  fought.”  The  editor  of  the 
sen  roll  +7 1**°  n™  1 ! 10.  rca(I-y  aggressiveness  of  the  press  in  the 

his  disorot*ne''S,TT  °W0(  b*s  * ^am^ev^  bravery”  to  get  the  better  of 
his  men  Th'  ? out  t0  find  He  found  him  and 

newsnaner  ml”  le.! ai!  el’  rode  on  the  editor’s  fine  horse,  and  the 
first  time  in  t\!  Tv  e<  t''’e.*ve  uiiles  hack  to  camp!  This  was  the 

heatoutof  anvthin*  le™1*8™  'vhen  the  ™nvspapcr  man 

was  forthcoming  ’ti  * 1 provocation  w*as  great,  and  the  “item 

on  the  25th.  Mor  ^ ,tr°°^s  °V  tbo  16tb  of  July  and  returned 
ended  the  great  raid”  Captllrcd  111  Columbiana  county,  and  thus 

triumphal  home  combT’of  the  C'°S1.ng  Cve’lts  of  t,le  eivil  war>  1110 
the  universal  grief  of  all  lOVnl  8Un’!VOr8  of  ,thfi  ^'eat  struggle,  and 
usefulness  of  the  martvrefl  f-*  ?e°P,e  over.the  tragic  ending  of  the 

school  child  in  the  land  "lnefdn  ; these  things  are  familiar  to  every 
Peace,  with  unparalleled  deX^nt  and  ^ntX^  |10ri0<1  ^ 


Digitized  by  V.ooQle 


CHAPTER  VI. 


THE  LAST  FORTY  YEARS. 


DURING  the  civil  war  an  income  tax  was  imposed  as  a source 
of  government  revenue.  In  fact  everything  was  taxed,  and 
few  escaped  a fair  contribution  to  the  national  exchequer. 
All  kinds  of  business  had  to  pay  a license  fee,  even  to  the 
most  humble  vocation.  A farmer  could  not  butcher  a beef,  sheep 
or  hog,  and  sell  half  of  it  to  his  neighbor,  without  paying  a butcher’s 
license  fee.  But  the  income  tax  was  fixed  on  a different  basis.  As 
implied  in  the  title,  the  amount  of  the  contribution  depended  upon 
the  receipts  from  any  business  or  profession,  the  first  six  hundred 
dollars  being  exempt.  Then,  as  now,  people  were  not  ambitious  to 
pay  more  taxes  than  their  apparent  possessions  justified,  and  some 
objected  to  paying  even  that  much.  In  Ross  county,  in  the  year 
1864,  there  were  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  persons  who  paid 
taxes  on  incomes  exceeding  six  hundred  dollars.  Those  Chillico- 
theans  who  paid  on  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  annual  income 
were  George  A.  Emmitt,  Floyd  R.  Emmitt,  M.  R.  Bartlett,  Othias 
Harmon,  George  P.  Holcomb,  Noah  L.  Wilson,  James  Boulger,  J.  H. 
Bennett,  Albert  Douglass,  John  Dun,  William  Fullerton,  A.  L.  Ful- 
lerton, John  Maderia,  William  McKeel,  W.  T.  McClintick,  Presley 
Morris,  William  Poland,  Alexander  Renick,  Job  E.  Stevenson,  John 
I.  Vanmeter,  S.  N.  Higby,  J.  E.  Iligby,  David  Moore,  Elizabeth 
Creel  and  Mathias  Lewis.  All  except  six  in  the  above  list  were  in  the 
class  between  five  and  ten  thousand  dollars,  the  excepted  ones  paying 
on  sums  exceeding  the  highest  amount  here  named. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  1864,  occurred  the  worst  wreck  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Marietta  & Cincinnati  railroad,  near  Leesburg,  west  of 
Chillicothe.  Twelve  persons  were  killed  and  some  of  their  bodies 
burned,  while  twelve  were  injured.  Some  of  the  unfortunates  were 
Chillicothe  people.  St.  Burkley,  of  that  city,  was  the  only  passenger 
in  the  rear  car  who  escaped  death  or  injury. 

In  February,  1865,  the  Ross  County  bank  complied  with  the  new 
laws  regulating  national  banks,  and  became  the  present  Ross  County 
National  bank.  In  the  same  vear  the  first  organization  of  the 
II — 7 
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Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers  was  effected  in  Chillicothe, 
this  being  designated  as  Division  Sixty-five. 

Insurance  company  was  organized  in  this  city  in  June, 
866,  with  a capital  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  existed  for 
t^n  years,  when  the  business  was  transferred  and  the  corporation 
ceased  business.  The  officers  and  directors  of  the  institution  were: 
~ W.  ± oulke,  president;  William  Poland,  vice-president;  E.  P.  Saf- 

f0^w-eireta7i;  ?•  H*  William  Waddle,' W.  J.  Ingham, 

ann  * ian*  Clarke,  comprising  the  balance  of  the  boa^d  of  directors. 

-^overnber,  1866,  occurred  the  first  match  game  of 
base  ball  in  Chillicothe.  The  public  was  carefully  warned  by  the 
newspapers  that  this  game  was  different  from  “town  ball,”  and' “two 
ota  cat  , a distinction  scarcely  necessary  in  these  days  of  universal 
interest  m the  national  game. 

Post  tjle  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  the  county 
rinst  n?aniZ6j  1D  Bebruai7>  1867.  Col.  W.  A.  Gage  was  the  first 
A T Ti man  9aPt  Parker,  senior  vice-commander;  Capt. 

9rce‘conlmander;  Capt,  C.  J.  McGinnis,  post 
adjutant ; Capt  H.  S.  McCommon,  post  quartermaster. 

considere’dVf’T  fire/n8ine  rea?hed  Chillicothe  in  1867,  and  was 
Julv  narnrlp  ea  ure  sufficient  interest  to  appear  in  the  Fourth  of 
“Reliance  ”'hnSWaS-Damed  ‘he  “Scioto”  a«d-ith  the  “Relief”  and 

fit  the  citv’s  fire  en®ln®?’  and  a we^  organized  hook-and-ladder  outr 
nt,  the  city  s fire  protection  seemed  impregnable. 

after  thTcessation  society  was  organized  two  years 

which  Chillientlieona  * i oout  u . I his  movement  in  the  North,  m 
nanimity  towards  i fall*0  actlve  Part>  was  an  evidence  of  mag- 
In  l868  a nmnll  ^ f°®  WOrthv  ,of  a11  commendation. 

ing  school  on  a broad  basiTTndrat^^H^  ci.ty  orSanized  a sew' 
two  hundred  children  one  >,  ^atberedwitbm  its  influence  nearly 
white,  and  instnicted  th  " • ^ a,nd  of  whom  were 

pense  than  the  consciousne.1  ^ eallSG  arts>  without  other  recom- 
The  Ohio  SoXTra.lw  °f  8 WOrthy  deed  wel1  d<*e  ” 
with  William  Welsh  nrJil  'h  was  incorporated  in  1869, 

L.  W.  Sifford  XPva  DJ-  ^ C-  Willia™>  secretary,  and 
Schleich,  W.  W.  EnLwn  id"!  p n *°b?rts’  R B‘  Smart,  N. 

The  year  1870  opened  with  «,J‘  R'  Cocberill  as  directors, 
tory  of  Chillicothe  up  to  that ?reat™t  ^°0<^  ever  known  in  the  his- 
higher  than  during  the  great  fln  j*  x ^ w a^er  "'as  several  inches 
only  to  the  town!  kSl  m 1832’  and  did  ^cat  damage,  not 
washed  away  or  greatly  damno-o^i^8’  /ences  an<*  buildings  were 
The  Scioto  Valley  raiWg  thr0u^01lt  the  county. 

incorP°rated  Mav  of  in  earl7 

and  William  Poland  were  the  incor™  ‘ ?*  ^afford,  L-  Gr.  Delano 

nporators  from  Poss  county.  This 
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is  now  the  Norfolk  & Western  route  through  the  valley.  A year 
later  the  city  voted  almost  unanimously  to  issue  bonds  in  aid  of  its 
construction  and  for  the  Dayton  & Southeastern,  now  the  Cincinnati, 
Hamilton  & Dayton  railway. 

In  1871  the  need  of  a new  building  for  the  poor  upon  the  county 
farm  donated  by  James  Dunlap  in  about  1810  gained  official  action, 
and  the  county  commissioners  established  a brickyard  on  the  farm, 
which  turned  out  the  material  to  be  used  in  the  erection  of  the  build- 
ings. Work  was  commenced  in  earnest,  in  1872,  and  in  November, 
1873,  the  new  quarters  were  occupied  by  the  county’s  wards,  the  insti- 
tution then  taking  the  name  of  “Ross  County  Infirmary  and  Chil- 
dren’s Home.”  The  buildings  are  elaborate  and  expensive,  covering 
fully  an  acre  of  land.  The  infirmary,  proper,  is  a three-story  brick 
structure,  conveniently  arranged  for  heating  and  lighting,  with  the 
least  possible  danger  of  fire.  Water  is  also  supplied  and  fire  protec- 
tion afforded  by  private  waterworks  on  the  premises.  An  insane 
ward  is  also  provided  for  the  care  of  patients  designated  as  ‘‘harm- 
less and  incurable.”  The  children’s  department  is  under  control  of 
matrons  endowed  with  the  requisite  qualifications  to  properly  rear 
and  train  the  unfortunates  left  to  their  charge.  A school  is  sustained 
in  the  institution.  The  farm  has  been  enlarged  to  three  hundred  and 
sixty-one  acres,  and  produces  surplus  products  not  consumed  in  the 
institution,  to  the  value  of  about  two  thousand  dollars,  annually. 
The  average  cost  of  maintenance  for  the  last  twenty  years,  including 
outside  relief,  has  been  about  twenty-three  thousand  dollars,  annu- 
ally. The  infirmary  directors  have  supreme  control,  and  employ, 
subordinate  to  their  directions,  a superintendent  and  chief  matron, 
who  attend  to  the  details  of  the  institution.  Paupers  who  are  able 
to  work  are  employed  on  the  farm,  or  in  caring  for  stock  and  “chor- 
ing”  on  the  premises.  Good  wholesome  and  substantial  food  is  pro- 
vided in  abundance,  as  is  also  comfortable  and  seasonable  clothing. 
Volunteer  ministers  from  the  various  churches  in  the  city,  or  else- 
where, supply  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  inmates,  in  a chapel,  or 
room  set  apart  for  religious  services.  At  present  there  are  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  inmates,  of  whom  twenty-eight  are  children. 

The  political  campaign  of  1872,  Grant  and  Greeley  being  the  con- 
testants, aroused  much  political  enthusiasm,  one  feature  of  which 
was  the  building  of  a “tannery”  on  East  Second  street,  which  was 
completed  in  one  day  and  used  for  many  “rallies.” 

A serious  epidemic,  known  as  the  “epizootic,”  crippled  all  indus- 
tries requiring  the  use  of  horses  during  the  latter  part  of  1872,  and 
left  horse-owners  with  diseased  and  imperfect  animals  for  a number 
of  years  afterward.  In  twelve  hours  after  the  first  case  was  devel- 
oped in  Chillicothe,  fifty  horses  were  prostrated.  The  plague  was 
universal  throughout  the  country. 
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In  1873,  Ross  county  sent  the  late  Milton  L.  Clark  as  a repre- 
sentative to  the  State  constitutional  convention. 

The  Campbell  Light  Guards  were  organized  in  April,  1873. 
Capt.  E.  R.  McKee  was  the  ranking  officer,  under  whose  tuition 
and  careful  training  the  company  became  a worthy  successor  to  the 
old  Chillicothe  Blues,  the  Chillicothe  Greys  and  other  famous  mili- 
tary organizations  of  earlier  days.  In  later  years  it  was  disbanded, 
but  there  is  a society  of  old  members  that  meets  yet  on  April  8th  of 
each  year  for  a dinner.  The  Sill  Guards  was  another  local  military 
organization  of  high  standing  and  efficiency.  It  saw  active  service 
during  the  great  labor  strikes  of  1877  and  1884. 

The  Grange  movement  took  shape  in  this  county  in  1873,  and 
organizations  came  into  existence  all  over  the  county.  Some  of  these 
are  still  in  existence,  though  most  have  been  abandoned.  The  active 
movers  during  the  early  agitation,  were  Messrs.  W.  A.  Jones,  of 
Twin  township;  S.  H.  Hurst,  of  Scioto;  I.  J.  Finley  of  Hunting- 
ton.  With  these  were  associated  local  workers  in  various  townships, 
as  follows : A.  D.  Roberts,  Allen  Karshner,  P.  A.  Rodes,  J ere 

McConnell,  Seth  Fuller  and  Taylor  S.  Moore. 

The  year  18  <4  is  remembered  as  the  time  of  the  “Women’s  Cru- 
sade. The  movement  developed  in  this  city  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary,  and  though  but  one  saloon  keeper  is  known  to  have  been  driven 
out  of  business,  yet  the  sentiment  created,  no  doubt,  had  a salutary 
effect  in  curtailing  lawlessness  in  the  liquor  traffic.  In  this  year  an 
unusual  interest  was  developed  in  favor  of  improving  and  beautify- 
mg  the  Chillicothe  park.  Councilmen  William  Poland  and  John  H. 
^cre  t ^ committee  in  charge,  and  are  now  characterized  as 
e a lers  of  the  park.”  It  is  unquestionably  a very  beautiful 
resor  or  . lose  seeking  a cool  and  quiet  place  to  escape  the  perplexi- 
ties  of  busmess  or  commune  with  nature,  in  all  her  lavish  beauty, 
i m nr»r+  **  + oi  f*80  cfiaracterized  by  another  event  of  great 

t0  rih!1(i0t10’  tlle  collnt7-  The  Scioto  Valley  rail- 
had  trnvpr^T^i  ° ^ pi!.^c » t^ie  swaying  stage-coaches,  which 
and  S Vdley  i0L  lialf  a became  a thing  of ‘the 

extent  that  °n  cana^  was  crippled  to  such  an 

"coh  n W>?^  Sed3rd  L packets  was  abandoned.  The 

nointe  for  sorA‘he  Fapital  tinned  to  make  the  “off-railroad” 
uggg.  ^me,  l1^  were  finally  withdrawn  and  put  to  other 

was  looked,  unon^^tl!1 +i!e  made  ^firjjt  appearance  in  the  city.  It 
of  electric  railwavq  ^ same  curiosity  which  met  the  introduction 

*nd  ,le  new  b,J 

n,  tl.rt  «<*,«„„  of  . u of  ^ tonnl?j 
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occurred  on  Friday,  June  30,  1878,  the  subject  being  Perry  Bow- 
sher. 

William  Allen,  a former  governor  and  United  States  senator,  died 
at  bis  borne  on  Fruit  Hill,  on  tbe  lltb  of  July,  1879.  He  was  a 
native  of  Edenton,  N.  C.,  born  in  1805,  and  was  an  early  settler  and 
useful  and  honored  citizen  of  Boss  county  for  many  years.  As  a 
tribute  to  his  memory,  the  city  was  draped  in  mourning  on  the  day 
of  his  funeral,  and  all  business  was  suspended. 

The  Chillicothe  Gas  and  Coke  company  was  reorganized  in  1881, 
and  was  incorporated  as  the  Chillicothe  Gas-Light  and  Water  com- 
pany. The  water  system  of  the  city  was  finished  and  set  in  opera- 
tion a year  later. 

The  news  of  the  assassination  of  President  Garfield  on  July  2, 
1881,  created  tremendous  excitement.  After  his  long  period  of  suf- 
fering, and  final  death,  the  town  showed  its  grief  and  sympathy  by 
holding  public  memorial  services  at  all  the  churches,  while  at  a 
different  hour  in  the  day  there  was  general  mass-meeting  of  all 
creeds  at  the  fair  grounds,  where  the  various  pastors  and  others  con- 
ducted a fitting  memorial  sendee  in  the  presence  of  a vast  throng  of 
sorrowing  people. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1881,  occurred  the  death  of  John  B. 
Tucker,  a prominent  early  settler,  and  a man  at  that  time  known  to 
more  people  in  Boss  county  than  any  other  one  then  living.  Besides 
his  early  citizenship,  he  had  served  forty  years  as  county  coroner, 
being  chosen  at  each  succeeding  election  without  opposition.  He 
was  bom  in  1803,  at  Shippenburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Chil- 
licothe in  1807. 

On  February  15,  1883,  occurred  the  death  of  William  McKell,  a 
prominent  resident  of  this  city,  and  rendered  more  so  in  a historical 
sense,  in  that  he  established  the  first  queensware  house  in  Ohio,  and 
was  the  first  man  west  of  the  Alleghanies  to  import  his  stock  direct 
from  Europe.  Mr.  McKell  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First 
National  bank,  of  which  he  was  president  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

On  Memorial  Day,  1884,  the  soldiers’  monument  in  Grandview 
cemetery  was  unveiled,  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

The  Juneman  Electric  Light  company  was  formed  in  this  year, 
and  in  1885,  the  present  arc  light  system  was  put  in  operation. 

The  Presidential  campaign  of  1884  is  memorable  as  the  nearest 
approach  to  the  Harrison  campaign  of  1840,  of  any  that  had  suc- 
ceeded that  event.  Blaine  and  Cleveland  had  the  magnetism  to 
solidify  the  ranks  of  their  respective  followers,  and  party  lines  were 
closely  drawn.  The  young  men  of  both  parties  organized  marching 
clubs,  and  wore  uniforms,  or  hats,  designating  their  party  affiliations. 
The  “Blaine  Club'’  was  the  principal  organization  of  the  Bepubli- 
cans,  composed  of  about  two  hundred  staunch  adherents  to  the  princi- 
ples advocated  by  the  “Plumed  Knight.”  They  visited  other 
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localities  during  the  campaign,  and  kept  the  Blaine  enthusiasm  at 
white  heat.  On  the  10th  of  October,  Mr.  Blaine  visited  the  city,  and 
received  an  ovation.  The  enthusiasm  was  tremendous,  and  the 
white  hat  brigade”  was  in  its  glory.  The  Democratic  club  was 
equally  zealous  and  active ; and  though  they  were  denied  the  privi- 
lege of  seeing  and  hearing  their  chieftain,  they  had  the  greater  pleas- 
-eof  knowing  that  he  was  elected  to  the  high  office  which  he  sought. 

The  Ross  County  Savings  Bank  was  instituted  in  1886,  the  offi- 
cers being  J.  M.  Vanmeter,  president;  J.  B.  Scearce,  vice-president; 
Jb rank  Esker,  cashier;  L.  W.  Foulke,  F.  A.  Stacey,  W.  B.  Mills  and 
. O.  McKell,  executive  committee.  The  Savings  Bank  was 
arge  y owned  and  operated  by  the  men  who  established  the  Central 
National  Bank  on  the  3rd  of  July,  1883. 

In  the  year  1886,  the  toll  roads  of  the  coimtv  were  purchased  by 
tne  commissioners  and  opened  to  the  public  as  free  thoroughfares. 

• ^ • C1^  council,  backed  by  reasonable  public  confidence 

in  e enterprise,  sank  a gas  well  at  the  lower  end  of  Paint  street. 
ey  go  a line  flow  of  odoriferous  sulphur  water  which  the  stranger 
<fe8.W1,^  ^ar  trembling.  But  he  never  goes  back  for  a 
on*”  nA  SW1?.*  , ^e.  Pr°jecting  (tube  of  the  well,  and  the  “salubri- 
the  well-meant  Effort! ^ *re  thc  °nl*y  monument^  to  the  memory  of 

Ceni^nfo^^iQ?^  ^UjS^.was  made  a director-general  of  the  Ohio 
all  the  live  e+n  v ^°1n’  ^Pe^ano  was  placed  in  charge  of 

The  Chilli  C+if  t 5 1^a _and  races  to  be  shown  on  the  same  occasion. 
The  firs?^rr*  B°all°f  ^rade  was  °*ani*ed  in  March,  1888. 
first  vTi^ ^las>  Jr”  President;  C.  W.  Story, 
Cahill  M Bow*;  w 1^>ur^um>  second  vice-president;  M. 

Masher  W^M ^Cnl  l R W J*  McL  Welsh,  E.  A.  Herzog,  S.  E. 
In  this^ rear  the Marzluff  and  Joseph  McKell,  directors. 

on  the  routes  two  of  mV,  *P  Klein.  Four  carriers  were  placed 
Esker,  are  on  the  force  ,1°™’  V1Z‘ : ®amue^  McXally  and  Charles 

and  A.  W.  Wood.  * present;  their  associates  were  Daniel  Rice 

were  five  hundred  ^Ts^rn^  cit-J  in  1893>  when  there 

Misses  Eleanor  Waddle  were  fatal- 

W.  E.  Floyd  and  17^'™  ^cnnctt:  together  with  Messrs, 

prominence,  were  instrnmnro  * V0('a  *sts  °f  more  than  local 

Choral  society,  and  conduct!"!? 1 “ °rganizin?  the  Ross  County 
The  leader  was  Prof.  J.  p tv  1.  silme  successfully  for  some  years. 
Trinity  church.  Columbus"  tu"C  "’  .en  orSanist  and  choirmaster  of 
tainments,  rendering  some  verv^fffi^u  iRaVe  several  Pu,)1!e  enter- 
On  tlie  11  th  and  1 Ofl,  Vr  c”  t Imt  popular  selections. 

Which  revived  old  memories  amonVhe"rre'l  an  fvent  in  Clnllicothe 

among  the  aged,  and  set  the  young  folks 
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to  thinking.  A reunion  of  the  veterans  of  the  Mexican  war  was  held 
in  the  city  on  those  dates.  A royal  reception  was  tendered  to  the 
grizzled  veterans,  who  were  well  pleased  with  their  entertainment. 
The  committee  in  charge  of  arrangements  were : Mayor  A.  B.  Cole, 

Capt.  J.  D.  Madeira,  Capt.  B.  F.  Stone,  Hon.  D.  M.  Massie,  Philip 
Klein,  Gen.  J.  C.  Entrekin,  Hon.  Archibald  Mayo,  Col.  W.  E.  Gil- 
more, Hon.  L.  T.  Neal,  Albert  Douglass,  Mrs.  D.  M.  Massie,  Mrs. 
E.  It.  McKee  and  Miss  Anna  Welsh.  Among  those  present  was 
Gen.  George  McGinnis,  a Chillicothean  who  served  at  the  head  of  a 
company  which  was  organized  in  this  city.  He  entered  the  army  in 
the  civil  war  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  major-general  of  volunteers. 

In  1892,  the  street  railway,  which  had  existed  since  the  early 
seventies,  was  sold  to  an  eastern  man  named  George  F.  Woolston, 
who  converted  it  into  an  electric  road.  Woolston  was  not  a finan- 
cier, and  becoming  involved,  numerous  ligitations  followed,  and  the 
road  passed  through  various  hands  until  the  “Chillicothe  Electric 
Railway,  Light  and  Power  company,”  the  present  owners,  estab* 
lished  it  on  a solid  basis.  The  street  car  service  of  Chillicothe  is 
superior  to  that  of  many  cities  of  twice  the  size.  One  “charming” 
feature  is  that  of  the  handsome  young  ladies  who  are  employed  as 
conductors. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1892,  Company  H of  the  Seventeenth  Ohio 
National  Guard  was  mustered  into  the  State  service,  with  A.  L. 
Hamilton,  captain;  Edward  IT.  Weidler,  first  lieutenant;  G.  W. 
Brandle,  second  lieutenant.  The  sergeants  were  Luther  B.  Hurst, 
H.  H.  Bennett,  J ames  Cronin,  H.  W.  Hamilton  and  George  Carroll. 
Captain  Hamilton  was  made  colonel  of  the  Seventh  regiment  This 
company  saw  active  service  under  various  calls  of  the  State,  in  quell- 
ing riots,  controlling  strikers,  guarding  property,  etc.  It  was  rec- 
ognized as  the  best  drilled,  most  thoroughly  disciplined  and  most 
reliable  company  in  the  regiment.  Because  of  this  recognition,  it 
was  given  the  post  of  honor  on  several  occasions,  as  well  as  the  post 
of  greatest  responsibility  under  trying  circumstances.  It  was  among 
Ohio’s  soldiers  at  the  Columbian  exposition  of  1893 ; was  on  active 
duty  during  the  miners’  riots  in  Guernsey  county  in  June,  1894; 
and  on  the  10th  of  October  in  the  affair  at  Washington  Court  House, 
where  there  was  a deplorable  happening  for  which  the  mob  was 
wholly  responsible.  In  the  winter  of  1895,  Company  H organized 
itself  into  a special  relief  committee  and  worked  valiantly  for  the 
relief  of  the  distressed  and  worthy  poor.  In  the  furtherance  of  this 
noble  work,  they  kept  their  armory  open  every  day,  giving  away 
soup,  and  collecting  and  distributing  food,  clothing,  and  coal,  which 
their  zealous  missionary  work  had  moved  the  citizens  to  donate.  Tn 
this  way,  some  three  hundred  families  were  relieved  in  the  pressing 
need  for  actual  necessities.  The  further  history  of  this  company  is 
presented  in  connection  with  its  services  in  the  Spanish  war. 
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At  noon  on  April  1,  18«J4,  the  hands  of  the  town  clock  of  Chilli- 
cot  e were  turned  back  twenty-eight  minutes,  thus  conforming  to 
the  legislative  act,  and  making  standard,  or  railway  time,  the  legal 
time  of  the  State.  But  the  complications  growing  out  of  the  change 
are  interminable.  The  fanners  still  persist  in  the  use  of  “sun” 
time  in  which  they  are  joined  by  many  town  people,  which  often 
results  in  serious  misunderstandings  and  inconvenience. 

. * e skating-rink  on  West  Main  street  was  presented 

le  ran  the  Republic  of  the  city,  a most  worthy  and 

generous  act,  which  is  highly  appreciated  by"  the  recipients.  The 
a?  c°hverted  the  building  into  a memorial  hall  and  general 
ln£>  P ace  or  the  various  organizations  of  civil  war  veterans  who 
are  not  otherwise  provided  with  post  rooms. 

rmintvS^earw?S  c^aracterized  bv  the  great  coal  strikes  all  over  the 
of  mi'n’  f.nCf  *e  exc^P^ona^lv  ‘‘hard  times”  incident  to  the  closing 
thrnn(rlilttaCi°rilS  ^oxe*v>  aiK^  army  of  followers,  marched 
'inmront  r en  ro\l<,e  to.  ^ashington,  where  he  assumed  that  the 
Con  tn-pw ■ C ls'rPss  W0U  st^mi,lato  favorable  consideration  of  the 
in  Z7n  °T  1 fr-  ( 0Xey  F**tly  dosired  to  to  voted  a martyr 
rectionist  stfulT  ^ COm.™.on  PeoP*e>  and  courted  arrest  as  an  insur- 
dence  and  il  "7  avo,dl"f  occasion  for  the  same.  But  his  impu- 
aireTted  L n ^ l,ro,,-llt  t,le  «>vetod  prize-he  was 

a^omnlistd  ' “ ^ tt"  t,,P  1>ark  ^ass”  in  Washington.  But  he 

pie  that  “anvthiiwi  1 ° ,)'°n  J'eco^1'f,'OT>  in  polities,  on  the  princi- 
Some  of  his  band^  3 , tban  nodling”  and  became  well-to-do. 

*-»*  “ “raz 

open  arms,  and  so  passed  on  ' ’ b ‘ werc  not  reived  with 

»f  •'»  *nd  “D.US1. 

ing  the  year  1804  Thll  Were  orSanizcd  in  Chillicothe,  dur- 
their  members  the  leading  ladiefof ^ °!f  aniza!ioils  enrolled  among 
was  also  organized  in  thi<fv«  v °^v^e  Clt-y*  ^le  “Columbus  Club” 
olic  churches.  It  is  a y ^ ^ young  men  of  the  Roman  Cath- 

prominent  feature  in  the  s^anjC^ ?anization’  and  has  been  a 
year  later  an  effort  was  undo  t 1 ^ f -lts  mnnorcms  members.  A 
Men’s  Christian  Association  wb°;  ?rpamj;e  a brancb  of  the  Young 
substitute,  the  “Young  Men’s  01,7” resulfed  m failure;  and,  as  a 
this  did  not  prove  a success  „ a ■*.  ,<;anie  mto  existence,  but  even 
support.  P success,  and  lt  died  from  lack  of  interest  and 

of  suffrage  to  women  in  the tpl re  Passed  an  act  extending  the  right 
voters  of  the  citv  c ’er  it  on,  f ^>°od  officers.  $he  fem*]e 

1895.  But,  aside  f rom Ms 7 L? ^ -for  Jbe  «™t  time  in  April, 
women  took  an  active  part  the  m wb*cb  comparatively  few 
affairs  have  not  been  influenced  greatl^T  7£De<l  and  edncational 

’ ^ 1 y>  the  changed  conditions. 
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The  Home  Telephone  company  was. granted  a franchise  in  1895* 
and  has  accomplished  immeasurable  good  to  the  city  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  rates,  and  in  establishing  prompt  and  intelligent  service. 
This  is  on  the  principle  that  “competition  is  the  life  of  trade.” 

The  Logan  Xatural  Gas  and  Fuel  company  was  also  authorized  to 
do  business  in  the  city  during  this  year,  and  their  pipe  lines  were 
extended  from  wells  in  Fairfield  county  to  Chillicothe.  This  has 
proved  a great  convenience  which  the  people  fully  appreciate, 
although  there  is  serious  complaint  about  the  price  and  about  the 
quality  of  the  gas.  At  one  time  the  city  brought  action  in  the  courts 
to  compel  the  company  to  lower  its  rates,  but  lost  the  case. 

The  Emergency  Hospital  was  established  in  1895,  and  was  opened 
to  the  public  on  the  27th  of  January,  IS 9 6.  This  was  an  enterprise 
which  met  with  hearty  approval,  and  it  has  been  of  incalculable  value 
in  the  prompt  alleviation  of  suffering.  It  is  governed  by  a board  of 
control,  consisting  of  men  and  women  from  the  several  churches  and 
charitable  organizations,  while  the  city  physicians  donate  their  serv- 
ices. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1895,  the  old  covered  bridge  across 
the  Scioto  at  the  foot  of  Main  street,  was  burned,  the  fire  being  con- 
sidered of  incendiary  origin.  It  was  replaced  by  a steel  bridge  at  a 
cost  of  thirty-two  thousand  dollars,  and  this  was  destroyed  by  the 
great  flood  of  1898.  In  1899  the  present  structure  was  built. 

In  January,  1896,  the  Ross  County  Historical  society  was  formed. 
It  embraced  among  its  charter  members  a number  of  men  whose 
ancestors  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Ross  county,  and  who 
achieved  national  distinction  in  the  various  avenues  of  life. 

The  Century  dub,  a ladies’  organization,  also  came  into  exist- 
ence in  1896.  The  name  chosen  is  in  commemoration  of  the  city’s 
life,  and  the  purposes  of  the  club  are  of  a purely  literary  character. 
Membership  is  limited  to  one  hundred,  and  applicants  for  admission 
are  always  waiting  for  vacancies  to  occur.  The  most  prominent 
ladies  of  the  citv  are  active  and  interested  members  of  the  “Century 
Club.” 

But  the  crowning  event  of  1896,  in  the  history  of  Chillicothe,  is 
left  for  the  last.  Since  the  story  is  told  most  admirably  in  the  “Cen- 
tennial Scioto  Gazette,”  the  article  is  here  reproduced : “The  event 

of  1896  was  the  celebration  of  the  city’s  centennial.  This  celebra- 
tion was  held  during  the  week  of  July  20-25.  Preparations  had 
been  making  for  months.  In  April  there  had  been  a preliminary 
celebration  at  Memorial  Hall,  as  nearly  as  could  be  determined  on 
the  date  of  the  first  laying  out  of  the  city,  but,  for  various  reasons, 
the  main  celebration  was  in  July.  The  central  committee  having 
charge  of  arrangements  was  composed  of  Messrs.  W.  T.  McClintick, 
W.  E.  Gilmore,  W.  H.  Safford,  D.  M.  Massie,  Albert  Douglas,  C.  C. 
Waddle,  F.  C.  Arbenz,  S.  H.  Hurst,  and  Secretary  E.  S.  Wenis. 
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One  of  the  features  of  the  centennial  was  the  loan  exhibit,  held  in 
the  Central  school  building  under  the  auspices  of  the  ladies.  This 
was  a most  interesting  and  valuable  collection  of  historical  relics. 
A small  fee  was  charged  for  admittance,  and  the  proceeds  were 
turned  over  to  the  hospital.  On  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
t e Central  Ohio  Saengerbund  held  at  Memorial  Hall  its  eighth 
saengerfest.  (The  first  one  had  been  held  in  this  city  in  1863.)  " On 
°^.*k°s.e  three  days,  there  were  fine  concerts,  with  some 
o the  best  soloists  in  the  country,  and  with  a chorus  over  four  hun- 
re  strong  On  Thursday,  July  23,  the  formal  centennial  was 
o serve  . In  the  morning  there  was  a procession  which  took  over 
an  hour  to  pass  a given  point.  In  it  were  the  military,  all  civic 
socie  les,  secret  societies,  fire  department,  city  officials,  visiting 
singing  societies,  and  many  floats,  representing  historic  houses  and 
pioneer  scenes.  One  feature  was  the  “Cornplanter  Tribe,,  of  Red- 
nien,  rom  Adelphi,  fifty  strong,  who  were  capitally  got  up  as 
n rnns,  an  looked  very  realistic.  The  city  was  extensively  and 
whh°fla  G ^ ®c°rated>  the  central  part  being  a glowing  mass  of  color 
f j a?S  v.n  hunting,  while  nearly  every  house  in  town  was  decor- 
j ' . +1r(\es  we^e  ere(?ted  at  Main  and  Paint,  Second  and  Paint, 
with  In  ^ 1 T °e  ?aint  street>  and  these  were  illuminated  at  night 
ffilt  ^ °f  ®lect™  H^ts*  The  centennial  closed  Thursday 
0 f lrla  pea!  mee,n!?  at  Memorial  Hall.  The  speaker  of  the 

Tf  vlrrinh  ^ W8f  vGene-al  Wils0n’  wh0  came  *«>“  Part 

1 West  \ lrginia,  whence  mnnv  tho  -fire*  cotfWa 


came. 


disastro  Jh^Jt driver  and  W8S  visited pby  a 

were  floated  in  the  streets  af  tht  ^ d?lng  gl'eat  damage‘  Boats 
The  “Curfew”  sou<:^eastern  part  of  the  city. 

that  all  children  und JsTxteJ3  paSSedin  this  .vear;  which  requires 
at  the  rineimr  of  flip  en  years  of  age  shall  be  off  the  streets 

~ * 

1898.  Thfenttire°eastJiC1U!llCOthie,*S  bistor''  occurred  in  March, 
dated,  and  boats  pliod  on  StT  PartS„0f  tbe  ^ were  inun- 
from  the  river  to  near  A IV  01*^  Parallel  streets  east  of  that 

road  fill  bctom  S,”  ™,k  I’  , ^ bllndred  ?arda  ®f  the  rail- 
unobstructed  carnival  from  the'  iLfl*  Ar'V’  “"t  the  'Vater  flowed  in 
People  were  taken  out  of  tW  . i,  °f  Mount  Logan  to  Paint  street, 
from  the  citv  was  cut  off  fo/1  om!'s1ln  ^oats,  and  all  travel  fo  and 
the  foot  of  Main  st  fust  com^f  ^ ?e  new  steel  at 

all  over  the  countv,  enta'ilinw  a P u-°  5 went  down,  along  with  others 
lars.  Immense  da.JJV  Ta*  l0SS  °f  .man.v  thousands  of  dol- 
out  the  city  and  country  districts  but  f*  1?nvate1  ProP erty  through- 
were  lost.  ' 9 > fortunately,  no  human  lives 
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In  the  spring  of  this  year  came  the  declaration  of  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  and  the  equipment  of  an  army  and  navy, 
to  combat  the  haughty  Spaniard.  Between  the  general  revival  of 
business,  the  excitement  due  to  the  war,  and  the  flattering  reports  of 
immense  wealth  discovered  in  Alaska,  the  public  press  was  satiated, 
and  the  people  satisfied. 

The  inborn  spirit  of  freedom  and  equality  among  men,  transmitted 
by  the  Revolutionary  sires,  revolted  against  Spanish  atrocities  in 
Cuba,  and  led  to  expressions  of  sympathy  with  the  struggling  colony. 
This  covered  a period  of  many  years,  and  angered  the  haughty  Span- 
iard with  each  succeeding  year.  The  inhuman  and  barbarous 
destruction  of  one  of  our  warships  at  Havana,  was  the  culminat- 
ing point,  and  precipitated  war  with  Spain.  The  young  men  of  the 
North  and  South  arose  as  one  man,  all  former  animosities  and  sec- 
tional feeling  forever  buried,  and  vied  with  each  other  for  the  free- 
dom of  Cuba,  and  in  the  resentment  of  our  national  insult. 

The  achievements  at  San  Juan,  Manila  and  Santiago,  are  house- 
hold themes  which  have  called  forth  the  plaudits  of  the  citivilized 
world,  while  also  emphasizing  the  valor  of  American  soldiers  and  sea- 
men. The  complications  arising  from  this  controversy  have  been 
far-reaching  among  the  nations  of  the  world,  involving  troubles 
unlooked  for,  and  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated.  Cuba  is 
free  from  Spanish  domination,  and  peace  reigns  throughout  the 
Republic. 

In  the  settlement  of  this  trouble,  Ross  county  again  responded 
with  old  time  valor  and  enthusiasm.  The  noble  sons  of  patriotic 
sires  promptly  offered  their  services  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  as  had 
their  illustrious  ancestors,  and  performed  their  duty  with  equal  devo- 
tion. The  response  was  so  universal  over  the  land  that  many  were 
disappointed  in  not  reaching  the  scene  of  action ; but  they  had  shown 
their  devotion  to  country,  and  sympathy  with  the  down-trodden  and 
oppressed.  The  Ross  county  boys,  mostly  members  of  Company  H 
of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  were  off  to  the  rendezvous 
at  the  earliest  opportunity.  They  returned  after  a few  months  of 
service,  but  were  dissatisfied  that  they  could  not  have  done  more. 
A grand  reception  was  accorded  to  the  company  on  its  return,  and 
thus  its  members  resumed  the  thread  of  peaceful  life. 

A few  Ross  county  men  reached  the  scene  of  action  in  the  Philip- 
pines, where  they  rendered  valiant  services,  and  proved  their  worthi- 
ness on  every  field.  The  heroism  of  Capt.  George  W.  Brandle,  First 
Infantry,  IT.  S.  A.,  a Chillicothe  boy,  is  worthy  of  special  mention : 
At  the  risk  of  his  life,  under  fire,  he  sprang  into  the  water  and 
rescued  a wounded  and  drowning  comrade.  For  this  daring  and 
self-sacrificing  act  he  was  warmly  commended  by  his  superior  officer, 
and  recommended  for  promotion.  Other  officers  and  soldiers  in  that 
far-off  country  have  deported  themselves  with  equal  bravery  and  for- 
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titude,  as  opportunity  offered.  Thus,  on  every  field,  and  in  every 
jar  of  the  nation,  Ross  county  soldiers  have  demonstrated  that  the 
faith  of  the  dear  ones  at  home,  was  well  founded. 

The  officers  of  Company  H,  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan- 
try were  Capt.  George  W.  Brandle,  First  Lieut.  Luther  B.  Hurst, 
Second  Lieut  Robert  Franklin.  Lieut  James  Purdum,  of  the  sig- 
nal corps,  was  also  a Chillicothean.  Maj.  Edward  U.  Weidler,  a 
most  exemplary  young  man  and  efficient  officer,  lost  his  life  as  a result 
+ i e JJvlee.  ^ While  at  Camp  Alger  he  contracted  a fatal  case  of 
typhoid  fever,  from  which  he  died  at  his  Chillicothe  home  on  the  14th 
0 . 11  untimely  death  was  universally  regretted  by  his 

regiment,  and  his  large  circle  of  admiring  friends  in  Chillicothe,  his 
native  place.  ’ 

eVAra-  °Tleri??TS  county  men  were  officers  in  the  Seventh,  among 
them  Maj.  Jacob  Houk,  quartermaster;  Dr.  E.  F.  Waddle,  assistant 
siirgeon;  Lleut.  J.  W.  Woltz,  battalion  adjutant;  Lieut.  Tiffin  Gil- 
T lY  f adjutant ; W.  W.  Brown,  sergeant  major;  Lieut, 

p A t>.  y a ?r  ^ s^lftl  corps  in  Cuba.  lie  saw  service  in 
arm V 1C°’  a mtnVai  d Avas  acting  quartermaster  of  the  Seventh 

tdWs  Mat  tPT  T,homas  Andf'rson  served  in  Cuba  and  the  Philip- 
E’ ™ l'Jr  Dar,  "'aS  with  the  artillery;  Capt  R.  H 

Lieut,  Edwin's  ff  ar 'IJci'y ; Lieut.  M.  E.  Hanna,  Second  cavalry; 
the  province  nf  p °r  ’ 'r- tl0  nav'>  and  later  lieutenant-governor  of 
ntpolis  Cnn£  ’anf  V^  S1?n  J'  W-  Timmon9  of  the  cruiser  Hin- 
Lansins  of  the  TTnifni  ^uartonni,pter  W.  S.  Ball,  and  Lieut  Horace 

<™  .f  ciiiuicothe  hi  .b:?PsiAsr^ri“,,‘  ”Pre“'" 

we?e  Walter  Brnown°f  ^ “T-fr  wh°  lost  their  lives  in  the  service’ 
his ^regiment  mS! ‘l°  ?S,kl1  ,led  at  El  Caney,  while  in  advance  of 
at  Monteuk  r“£ '^^o^t^ction.  Hugh  Parrett  died 
Luzon,  p.  I. ; Cant,  Geornt  \v,'n'  nnd  Edward  Cox  were  killed  in 
manded  company  H nf  * ,nc^Ie>  previously  mentioned,  com- 
which  he  re-entered  the  *rvZ  ’ ^ ? WaS  nmst€red  0ut’  a±ter 
United  States  Volunteer  Infantr^  & ?P-ain  ln  ^ Twenty-seventh 
number  of  Chillicothe  WQ  an.  ls  now  stationed  in  Samar.  A 

among  whom  are  Lieut.  Lei  accompjmied  him  to  the  Oriental  country, 
is  an  evidence  of  efficiem»v  " ' i. Te  Pr°motion  from  the  ranks 

Ivors t.  mClencj  and  sold>erly  qualities,  and  Lieutenant 

The  Klondike  excitempnf  . 

troubles,  and  many  y0lm<?  ,m,,‘  ^™wm!iTd  .during  the  SPanish 

new  territory  of  the  far  north  w + vou^  otherwise  have  gone  to  the 
to  enter  the  army.  But  Chillf8  YT  diverted  from  that  purpose, 
Alaskan  gold  fields,  five  vomirr  °°  1<?i  md  representatives  in  the 
their  endurance,  with  results  l4?vin£  tr*ed  their  fortunes  and 

The  paving  of  the  ? ml7  SatisfactorV. 

'ty  S Stl’Cets  waa  commenced  in  1898,  and  has 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  LAST  FORTY  YEARS. 


109 


been  continued,  in  season,  to  the  present.  Several  miles  of  fine  brick 
paving  has  been  laid  on  the  main  thoroughfares,  and  a thorough  sys- 
tem of  street-sweeping  inaugurated,  which  adds  greatly  to  the  sani- 
tary conditions  of  the  city. 

Absorbing  interest  was  manifested  in  the  National  campaign  of 
1900,  as  it  had  been  on  a similar  occurrence  in  1896.  In  both  cases, 
a distinguished  citizen  of  the  State  led  the  successful  party,  and 
inaugurated  and  carried  forward  national  policies  under  which  the 
United  States  now  abide.  In  Ross  county  the  two  campaigns  were 
fought  with  old-time  vigor  by  the  adherents  to  each  party  creed. 
The  opposing  candidates  were  the  same  and  the  issues  somewhat 
similar.  Ross  county  politicians  of  both  parties  acquitted  them- 
selves nobly  before  the  people,  and  won  fresh  laurels  in  the  political 
arena. 

The  United  States  census  of  1900  showed  the  population  of  the 
county  to  be  40,940.  By  townships  the  population  is  as  follows: 
Buckskin,  1,896;  Colerain,  1,862;  Concord,  2,957;  Deerfield,  1,456; 
Franklin,  1,136 ; Green,  2,011 ; Harrison,  1,162  ; Huntington,  2,269 ; 
Jefferson,  936;  Liberty,  1,599;  Paint,  1,068;  Paxton,  1,934;  Scioto, 
14,949 ; Springfield,  1,133 ; Twin,  2,255  ; Union,  2,317.  -These  fig- 
ures include  the  city  of  Chillicothe,  in  Scioto,  with  a population  of 
12,976,  and  the  following  villages  in  various  townships:  South 

Salem,  264;  Adelphi,  516;  Frankfort,  717 ; Clarksburg,  551;  King- 
ston, 735;  Bainbridge,  954;  Boumeville,  356. 
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MONG  the  many  historic  characters  of  the  Scioto  valley  who 
were  identified  with  the  early  history  of  Chillicothe,  Ross 
county  and  the  State  of  Ohio,  Gen.  Nathaniel  Massie  was 
one  whose  memory  is  dear  to  Ross  county,  and  perpetuated 
^ ls  Pos^rity  in  the  tenderest  evidences. of  generous  regard  for  his 
exa  achievements.  Much  has  been  said  in  this  volume  regarding 
e accomplishments  of  this  eminent  pioneer  of  civilization,  and 
muc  remains  to  be  said  which  will  never  reach  the  printed  page.  In 
* lmi  e wa^’ the  “father  of  his  country,”  in  the  sense  that 
prpn^t10!?  0 Washington  bears  that  honored  distinction,  with  ref- 
sold  ipr  V i atl.on.s  ^e*  A8  a frontiersman,  surveyor,  statesman, 
£e/’i?d  anCi,l0VUlg  husband  and  father;  a big  hearted,  generous 
brouMit  i, -01  ’ a man  who  lived  in  advance  of  his  time,  and 

indebblv  atoUn  jlm  ot^^r  n?en  characteristics,  who  have  left 

charactmdstin^tli  "fT'  t^er!1^e  °f  tbe  ■c’reat  commonwealth,  their  own 
Nathan  e' °{Gm^  lassie  is  familiar  to  all. 

28th  of  December  lei763  ^TT  ^00ch'arnd  c°unty,  Virginia,  on  the 
a plain  substantial  -r  * ?1S  father,  Major  Nathaniel  Massie,  was 

goSse^se1 rS ' • Farmerin1the  Old  Dominion,  and  with  practical 
support.  NathaniplS  n tbe  atmosphere  of  self-reliance  and  self- 
tiomhann^revSl  eld,e8t  ?0n’  chose  surveying  for  his  occupa- 
In  1780  lie  generously  pract!cal  and  thorough  education. 

Patriot  army  tS  to!  , hJ8,  .Ser7lces  as  a substitute  in  the 
whose  services  coiilcAmi  P7C7  °f.  113  father,  or  some  other  relative 
Whether  his  military  scrv^  • 6 dl8P£nsed  w^h  at  the  home  fireside, 
duration,  °f  long  °r 

already  stated,  sliows^im  to  1 in vo  l * 6r  °f  rec0rd;  but  the  fact 
ism,  of  unusual  energy  nrM  l 8 *yolln£ man  °f  ardent  patriot- 

opinion  Of  his  gr3n  h!  T \b  erbi.tion-  11  see™  to  be  the 
was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Co™'  ^aSS1%°f  Chlllicothe,  that  he 
from  the  army,  voun~  m ™ C°Ta1!'9,  at  Yorktown.  Returning 
and,  with  a horse  and  the  "s  .professional  education, 

ecessary  suryeying  outfit,  some  money, 
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and  letters  of  introduction  from  prominent  Virginians  to  men  of  like 
character  in  the  new  country  of  Kentucky,  he  started  out  on  the  “voy- 
age of  life.”  lie  was  then  scarcely  nineteen  years  of  age.  At  the 
elegant  home  of  Colonel  David  Meade,  near  Lexington,  he  met  Miss 
Susan  Everard  Meade  whom  he  married  in  1S00.  He  brought  her 
to  his  recently  established  home  on  the  banks  of  Paint  creek  in  Pax- 
ton township,  which  was  the  home  of  both  until  called  to  another  life. 
The  public  services  of  General  Massie  need  not  be  recounted  here, 
since  the  record  appears  fully  in  connection  with  the  many  thrilling 
events  in  which  he  was  the  central  figure.  The  Ohio  home  was  not 
unlike  that  left  behind  on  their  removal  from  Kentucky.  The  slaves 
were  absent,  but  their  places  were  filled  by  a numerous  retinue  of 
hired  servants.  Among  these  was  the  famous  Indian  chief,  Wawwil- 
away,  whose  tragic  death  is  characterized  as  one  of  the  foulest  deeds 
ever  committed  in  Ohio.  Three  sons  and  two  daughters  came  to 
bless  the  union  and  brighten  the  happy  home  of  General  and  Mrs. 
Massie.  These  survived  his  untimely  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
3d  of  November,  IS  13.  Though  he  lived  less  than  fifty  years,  Gen- 
eral Massie  accomplished  more  in  that  brief  period  than  most  men 
are  permitted  to  do  in  the  “three  score  and  ten  years”  allotted  to  man. 
He  died  beloved  by  all  his  fellow  citizens.  His  generous  spirit  had 
enabled  many  a poor  struggling  settler  to  establish  a happy  home  in 
the  wilderness,  and  these  and  their  posterity  mourned  him  as  a 
friend,  and  revere  his  memory  as  a kind  benefactor.  It  is  said  that 
“No  man  is  perfect  save  One.”  Nathaniel  Massie  was  a man  of 
human  instincts,  and  doubtless  had  his  faults.  These  are  buried 
with  him ; and  the  memory  of  his  useful  life,  his  exalted  citizenship, 
his  benevolence  and  human  sympathy,  are  more  enduring  than  the 
costly  monument  which  marks  his  final  resting  place,  overlooking  his 
field  of  labor,  from  beautiful  Grand  View. 

Edwin  Tiffin : The  heart  of  the  patriotic  Chillicothean  thrills 

with  commendable  pride  at  the  mention  of  this  name.  No  character 
in  the  early  history  of  the  county  and  State  is  more  thoroughly  inter- 
woven in  the  history  of  State  organization,  and  the  troublous  times 
preceding  and  immediately  following  that  event,  than  is  that  of 
Edward  Tiffin,  Ohio’s  first  governor.  With  him  begins  the  history 
of  Ohio,  and  the  record  of  early  political  events  of  which  all  Chilli- 
cotheans  of  whatever  political  faith  have  cause  to  be  proud.  In  the 
adjustment  of  political  differences  of  paramount  importance,  party 
lines  are  often  eliminated,  and  the  supremacy  of  those  principles 
which  affect  locality  and  personal  interest,  are  given  precedence.  We 
can  readily  see  how  and  why  this  was  the  case  in  Ross  county,  during 
the  desperate  struggle  for  State  organization.  Edward  Tiffin, 
already  prominent  as  a champion  of  the  Chillicothe  party,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  Territorial  governor,  was  the  successful  standard  bearer 
in  the  race  for  gubernatorial  honors.  He  served  with  distinction  dur- 
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ing  two  successive  terms,  and  declined  the  honor  of  the  third  nomina- 
tion. He  left  the  governor’s  chair  in  1807,  to  take  a seat  in  the 
United  States  senate,  in  which  body  he  was  an  active,  useful  and  influ- 
ential member,  but  served  only  during  the  tenth  session  of  congress? 
He  resigned  this  position  because  of  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  his 
overwhelming  grief  attendant  upon  that  sad  event  in  his  life.  Dr. 
Tiffin  now  sought  to  retire  to  the  seclusion  of  agricultural  life,  but 
was  called  from  the  plow  to  the  legislative  halls  at  the  succeeding 
election,  an  honor  which  was  thrust  upon  him.  He  was  unanimously 
chosen  as  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  State  legisla- 
ture, and  was  re-elected  representative  and  speaker  at  each  succeed- 
ing election,  until  1813.  President  Madison,  in  the  year  last  written, 
tendered  to  Dr.  Tiffin  the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office,  a position  just  then  created  by  congress.  He  accepted  the  post, 
and  organized  and  administered  the  affairs  of  the  new  bureau  with 
the  same  ability  and  accuracy  which  had  characterized  his  previous 
public  services.  After  three  years’  service  in  this  department.,  Presi- 
ent  Madison  consented  to  Dr.  Tiffin’s  request  to  exchange  his  posi- 
tion for  that  of  surveyor  general  of  the  west.  The  office  of  surveyor 
general  was  accordingly  removed  to  Chillicothe,  and  Governor  Tiffin 
occupied  it  for  fifteen  years,  and  until  within  a few  weeks  of  his 
ea  T occurred  at  his  pioneer  home  in  Chillicothe,  after  a 
prolonged  illness,  on  the  Oth  of  August,  1829.  He  was  then  in  his 
six  y-  ourth  year.  Edward  Tiffin  was  born  at  Carlisle,  England, 
Une  ? * -^e  received  a liberal  scholastic  training  in  his  native 

coun  n,  and  had  made  some  progress  in  the  study  of  medicine,  when 
A e.mi^ate^  to  Africa  (in  1784).  The  parental  home  was 
r>™fpeS'  G im  ^ barlestown,  Virginia.  Young  Tiffin  completed  his 
in  fo'u86!81’  ^le  ^niversVy  of  Pennsylvania,  and  engaged 

raiud  nrnG  a • ajt’!estowJ1’  wbere  he  was  a social  favorite,  and  made 
;n  !;\y,r°^Sion*  Ke  was  in  1789  to  Mary, 

whose  nolitipnl°^1  . ai!cl  sistor  Thomas  Worthington, 
Governor  Tiffi  * r<ri  ln  ^10  sustains  a marked  similarity  to  that  of 
SmTin  t ^ Uni°n  °f  Dr‘  ™in  -as  childless-  He 
rcommld  S!’  Mlssf  fary  Porter,  a native  of  Maryland,  who 
Like  his  first  famil-r  to  ^oss  C0lmty  in  the  early  days. 

’ She,  uas  a — of  exceptional  refinement, 
u ffion^  woTe  .GX<2f3^ei1  C!L0^  01  a rac  1:0 r.  The  children  bom  to  the  second 
Diather a'dis^^  El^a 1(>i l3ecame  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Remolds; 
Cook  • Rebecca  Tnm  t?°r  ^rthmgton,  who  married  Mr.  M.  Scott 

Cincin^ati^and^ E^ai^^arke  ^ 'T  ° f ^ C°^S’  ^ °f 

Thffi  ^ V railwa^  aS  " phy>iC^ 

home  in  the  Scioto  villev"  °yVrgiman.s  in  !798,  and  sought  a new 
party  there  were  three  Ohio  ™ 1S  & cun?lls  eoincidence  that  in  this 
g vemors,  to  be,  the  third  one  not  already 
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mentioned,  being  General,  and  afterwards  governor,  Robert  Lucas. 
These  parties  brought  with  them  their  former  slaves,  whom  they  lib- 
erated, and  provided  for  until  they  were  able  to  care  for  themselves. 
This  magnanimous  act  has  much  of  human  instinct  underneath  the 
surface,  since  the  life  of  a free  negro,  in  a slave  country,  would  not 
only  have  been  hazardous,  but  also  fraught  with  untold  hardships  and 
privations.  In  his  private  and  social  life,  Dr.  Tiffin  was  of  an  affa- 
ble, pleasant  temperament,  which  surrounded  him  with  many  admir- 
ing friends. 

Duncan  McArthur  was  pre-eminently  a self-made  man.  He  rose 
to  prominence  and  affluence,  unaided  by  the  stimulating  hand  of 
ancestral  wealth  and  influence,  and  carved  for  himself  an  honorable 
name  and  fame  in  the  annals  of  history.  Such  achievements  are 
commendable  under  the  most  favoring  circumstances,  but  doubly  so 
when  attained  through  the  unconquerable  force  of  self-reliance  and 
will  power,  which  annihilates  opposing  circumstances.  The  subject 
of  this  brief  review  was  born  in  Duchess  county,  Xew  York,  in  the 
year  1772.  His  ancestors  wrere  of  Scotch  lineage,  and  his  only  heri- 
tage was  embodied  in  the  qualities  which  make  up  the  American  ideal 
of  the  true  man,  viz. : habits  of  self-reliance,  integrity,  industry  and 
perseverance.  His  early  education  was  limited  to  the  elementary 
rudiments,  upon  which,  by  constant  and  persistent  application  to 
study  and  general  reading,  he  established  the  citadel  of  a well  trained 
mind.  Young  McArthur  devoted  his  early  years  to  any  honorable 
vocation  which  would  yield  him  a livelihood.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  enlisted  in  the  expedition  of  General  Harmar  against  the  Indians 
north  of  the  Ohio  river.  Escaping  the  perils,  or  fatalities,  of  this 
disastrous  campaign,  he  again  enlisted  in  1792,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Captina,  his  captain  being  killed,  young  McArthur  was  unanimously 
chosen  to  succeed  him,  though  only  twenty  years  of  age,  and  the 
youngest  man  in  the  company.  He  was  employed  at  the  Maysville, 
Kentucky,  salt  works  at  the  time  he  engaged  to  accompany  General 
Massie’s  surveying  expedition  up  the  Scioto  valley,  in  1793.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  his  career  in  Ohio.  As  the  reader  well  knows, 
a surveying  expedition  in  these  days  was  also  a military  demonstra- 
tion against  hostile  and  treacherous  Indians.  McArthur  was  well 
qualified  for  the  arduous  and  perilous  duties  of  this  wilderness  cam- 
paign, and  General  Massie  soon  came  to  recognize  his  sterling  quali- 
ties, and  ever  afterward  associated  McArthur  with  his  surveying  and 
military  operations  whenever  possible.  Mr.  McArthur  made  rapid 
progress  in  mastering  the  intricacies  of  surveying,  and  by  the  autumn 
of  1793,  he  was  designated  as  assistant  surveyor,  under  General  Mas- 
sie’s  tuition.  In  this  capacity,  he  assisted  his  chief  in  laying  out  the 
town  of  Chillicothe  in  the  spring  of  1796,  and  was  ever  afterward- 
closely  identified  with  the  history  of  the  place.  He  purchased  and 
II — 8 
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improved  a large  tract  of  land  just  north  of  the  town  site,  upon  which 
he  established  his  permanent  home,  the  local  designation  of  which 
is  “Fruit  Hill.,,  This  is  one  of  the  historic  homes  in  Chillicothe. 

Captain  McArthur  became  prominent  in  the  stirring  political 
events,  during  the  last  days  of  Territorial  government,  and  was  an 
important  factor  in  shaping  and  systematizing  the  campaigns  of  the 
Chillicotheans.  In  1805,  lie  was  elected  to  the  legislature,  in  which 
body  he  bore  a conspicuous  and  honorable  part.  He  was  especially 
interested  in  the  military  organization  of  the  State,  and  was  an 
acknowledged  authority  on  military  affairs.  As  a soldier  of  recog- 
nized standing,  he  was  named  as  the  successor  of  General  Massie,  in 
1808,  and  elected  by  the  legislature  as  major  general  of  the  State 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  1812,  he  w-as  commissioned  col- 
onel of  Ohio  volunteers,  and  accompanied  General  Hull  to  Detroit, 
emg  second  in  command  on  that  unfortunate  expedition.  Though 
temporarily  absent,  in  attempting  the  relief  of  Captain  Brush,  at 

e time  of  the  surrender,  Colonel  McArthur,  much  to  his  chagrin 
an  isappointment,  was  included  in  the  surrender  of  Hull’s  army, 
and  made  a prisoner  of  war.  Colonel  McDonald  save  that  “had  not 
Colonels  McArthur  and  Cass  been  absent,  the  surrender  would  not 
JLV?  r ?llt  wbatever  odium  attached  to  the  unfortunate 

1 fr*.  ° ^^^lnir  was  entirely  vindicated,  having  proved  his 
ments^  ^ la'eiT>  by  offering  his  sendees  among  the  first  enlist- 

Corm-r^6  Colonel  McArthur  was  elected  to  a seat  in 

was^pommlc  ,an  majority.  In  March,  following,  he 

and  havino- l!°ne  .V  con£ress  as  a brigadier-general  in  the  army, 
in  the  hon^»  een  exc  an£ed  as  a prisoner  of  war,  he  resigned  his  seat 
action  mi  “uined  command  of  an  amiy  at  the  scene  of 
the  countrv  ^ ^ c*!rf:r  was  most  brilliant,  and  his  services  to 

ments  he  beomn  m°a  C1*}ab  e vable-  By  reason  of  these  achieve- 
and  honors  worn  i°ne  °^i  * 1G  m°^  P°P^ar  men  *n  tbe  Scioto  valley, 
oral  McArthur  leapcc!  l,Pon  with  prodigal  liberality.  Gen- 
1815.  He  was  aSam  elected  to  the  legislature,  in  the  fall  of 
department  to  n °!  tbe.conm}issi°ners  appointed  by  the  war 

years  in  that  capacit^  0 111^181"  "h^  ^ In1dians?  serviu£  three 
ture,  and  chosen  speaker  of  th!]'’  H°  rc'clected  to  the  le^sla" 
he  was  defeated  in  Vo  nL  V ll0USe.  of  representatives.  In  1819 

his  espousal  of  the  cause  of  lo^slature>  reason  of 

ment  of  branches  - but  he  ^ United  States  bank  in  the  establish- 
to  Congress  in  1899  1<j?de^ed  *n  1821,  and  was  returned 

retired  to  his  farm  and  th  J3  , med  re-election  to  Congress,  and 

sive  business  interests  In^R^ft11?11'  ^ niana£ement  of  his  exten- 

a position  he  filled  for  two  years  with  tlTS  GleCfd  Sovernor  of  °h}°> 

* th  the  same  honest  endeavor  which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SOME  DISTINGUISHED  CITIZENS. 


115 


had  characterized  all  of  his  official  acts.  Weary  of  public  life,  and 
full  of  years  and  deserved  honors,  he  retired  to  his  beautiful  home 
on  “Fruit  Hill,”  and  there  ended  his  days.  His  death  occurred  in 
1839 ; and  thus  was  ended  a useful  life,  diversified  with  the  rapidly 
recurring  events  in  our  State  and  National  history,  an  honorable  rec- 
ord from  the  lowliest  position  of  an  upright  American  citizen,  to  the 
highest  official  honors  within  the  gift  of  the  people  of  a great  State. 

Thomas  Worthington,  the  illustrious  statesman,  to  whose  energy, 
influence  and  ceaseless  toil,  the  State  of  Ohio  owes  as  much  as  to  any 
other  man,  living  or  dead,  was  born  in  Berkeley  county,  Virginia, 
February  10,  1773.  His  parents  died  in  his  early  childhood,  and 
though  deprived  of  the  loving  care  of  the  parental  home,  his  nurture 
and  rearing  were  entrusted  to  hands  only  second  to  father  and  mother, 
in  the  person  of  General  William  Darke,  who  was  his  guardian  and 
protector  through  the  tender  years  of  childhood  and  early  youth. 
Through  the  influence  of  his  guardian,  he  enjoyed  the  best  educa- 
tional advantages  afforded  in  the  time  of  his  student  days.  But  he 
indulged  a strong  and  apparently  irresistible  desire  to  go  to  sea.  His 
zealous  guardian  opposed  his  inclination,  and  tried  to  divert  his  mind 
into  other  channels ; but  all  in  vain.  Young  Worthington,  probably 
without  the  consent  of  the  one  who  stood  in  the  relation  of  a parent, 
enlisted  as  a common  sailor  on  a British  merchant  vessel,  and  spent 
two  years  on  the  ocean.  During  this  experience  he  came  near  being 
arrested  as  a deserter  from  a British  man-of-war,  and  was  only  saved 
from  such  a fate  by  the  persistent  defense  of  his  captain,  who  had 
taken  a fancy  to  the  stalwart  young  American,  even  though  he  was 
himself  an  Englishman.  The  British  “press-gang”  followed  the 
seas  with  unabated  energy,  until  after  his  majesty  was  taught  a les- 
son during  the  years  immediately  following  1812,  and  they  were 
the  terror  of  American  seamen.  The  “trumped  up”  documents 
which  called  for  the  apprehension  of  young  Worthington,  were  appli- 
cable to  any  other  American  whose  services  would  he  useful  in  the 
service  of  the  king.  But  the  representations  of  Capt.  James  Taylor 
that  “Worthington  was  a young  man  of  high  standing  in  Virginia, 
whose  people  were  wealthy  and  influential,  and  would  undoubtedly 
make  trouble,”  were  sufficient  to  cool  the  ardor  of  the  over-zealous 
lieutenant,  and  divert  his  impressment  proceedings  to  some  one  else 
not  so  well  fortified.  They  also  had  the  effect  of  establishing  a last- 
ing friendship  between  Worthington  and  Captain  Taylor,  which  con- 
tinued during  the  life  of  the  latter.  The  experience  of  this  two 
years’  cruise,  together  with  the  added  judgment  of  maturer  years, 
induced  young  Worthington  to  return  at  once  to  the  scenes  of  his 
childhood,  and  make  a new  start  on  life’s  journey.  As  related  in 
another  sketch,  he  accompanied  the  Tiffin  party  to  the  Scioto  valley, 
and  together  with  his  illustrious  brother-in-law,  began  a political  and 
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civil  life  unsurpassed  in  usefulness,  purity  of  purpose,  and  sound 
judgment. 

The  public  career  of  Thomas  Worthington  is  the  history  of  the 
organization  of  the  State,  and  of  its  material  development  from  that 
day  until  his  death,  in  1827.  In  fact  he  was  in  New  York  on  pub- 
lic business  of  great  importance,  connected  with  the  construction  of 
the  Ohio  and  Erie  canal,  when  attacked  with  his  fatal  illness,  and 
died  there,  on  the  20th  of  June.  The  “American  Intelligencer” 
characterized  Worthington  as  the  “father  of  the  American  system  of 
public  improvement.” 

Though  honored  with  exalted  positions  from  the  existence  of  the 
Territorial  legislature  until  his  death,  his  zeal  and  energy  for  the 
public  welfare  never  weakened.  He  was  a member  of  the  Territorial 
legislature  in  1 < 99  to  1801 ; a member  of  the  convention  to  frame  the 
State  constitution  in  1802,  and  the  representative  of  this  precious 
document  and  the  people,  in  the  United  States  senate,  in  1803,  and 
the  motive  power  which  secured  its  approval,  and  the  erection  of  the 
new  State.  It  was  \\  orthington,  who,  true  to  principle  as  an  oppo- 
nent  of  slavery  in. all  its  forms,  introduced  into  the  State  constitution 
t e clause  prohibiting  negro  apprenticeships — a form  of  slavery  at 

at  time  prevalent  in  several  states.  His  work  and  influence  in  the 
United  States  senate  was  of  incalculable  value  to  the  embryo  State 
just  emeiging  from  its  swaddling  clothes.  Toward  the  close  of  his 
secon  term ln  the  senate,  Mr.  Worthington  was  elected  the  fifth  gov- 
ernor o io,  and  resigned  his  seat  in  Congress  to  enter  upon  the 
u les  o ciief  magistrate  of  the  State,  in  which  position  he  served 
the  people  from  1814  to  1818. 

When  enteiing  upon  his  first  duties  as  governor,  he  found  tbe  cam- 
br1i«rirr°Tdln?  t le  State  hou.se  in  disorder,  from  the  rubbish,  logs, 
PT mimir0°Tian(-  ^enera^  debris  resulting  from  an  effort  to  clear  the 
dip  in  f 1C« 1*'^  aiJ^101dtios  of  Columbus  were  disinclined  to  med- 
for  9 airs’  ^ence>  with  that  spirit  of  self-reliance  and  push 

had  “hnrln  ^v^rnov  Yas  noted,  he  headed  a party  of  prisoners  he 
faith fnllv  7°  + tle  wai’den  of  the  penitentiary,  and  labored 

en  tr  ^ \n  Polici^  the  ten  acre  lot/ that  he  might 

enter  upon  a ‘clean”  administration. 

the  time^o? bT  Jhomas  Worthington,  known  as  “Adena,”  was  at 
ghanies  * It ‘ .^rcc.10n’  one  the  finest  residences  west  of  the  Ally- 
ing the  citv  of  cHill°n!i!tniCt/lrej  sta?ding  on  an  eminence  over-look- 
and  delightful  mo  1C°  * ° ^ro\lnd  it  cluster  many  historical  events 
__ mories,  and  its  spacious  rooms  have  sheltered 

of  reverence,  because^ its  lone  °fDe  whlch  is  remembered  with  feelings 
its  early  occupants.  Is  “Buen^vif?  «te/Lce,i.and  the  Prominent  character  of 
whose  prominent  family  of  the  late  M.  Scott  Cook, 

of  the  State  and  nation.  ected  with  some  of  the  most  noted  people 
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numerous  historic  characters.  There  is  no  location  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chillicothe  which  affords  a finer  landscape  scene  than  can  be  wit- 
nessed from  historic  “Adena.;’  The  noted  Indian  chief,  Tecumseh, 
was  entertained  on  his  visit  to  Chillicothe,  under  the  hospitable  roof 
of  “Adena.”  No  doubt  the  grandeur  of  the  occasion  was  an  event 
in  his  life,  of  as  much  importance  to  him  as  his  mission  of  peace  and 
good  will  was  to  his-  pale-faced  brethren. 

Bernard,  duke  of  Saxe-Weimar  Eisenach,  who  visited  Chillicothe 
in  1825,  and  was  entertained  at  the  home  of  Governor  Worthington, 
wrote  of  it  in  his  “Travels  in  North  America:”  “The  governor’s 
house  is  surrounded  with  Lombardy  poplars ; it  is  constructed  in  the 
style  of  an  Italian  villa,  of  free  stone,  with  stone  steps  on  the  exterior, 
is  two  stories  high  and  has  two  wings,  having  a court  in  front  of  the 
center  building  containing  honeysuckle  and  roses.  On  one  side  of 
the  house  is  a terrace  with  flowers  and  kitchen  vegetables.  Behind 
the  house  are  large  clover  fields  and  to  the  right  the  farm  buildings. 
Governor  Worthington  occupies  himself  with  the  raising  of  cattle, 
particularly  sheep ; he  had  a flock  of  one  hundred  merinoes.  He  has 
ten  children,  on  whom  he  has  expended  a great  deal  for  their  educa- 
tion. His  eldest  son  was  traveling  in  Europe,  another  son  was  in  the 
military  academy  at  West  Point.”  Edward  King,  who  had  married 
the  second  daughter,  Sarah  Ann,  was  at  the  home  and  aided  in  the 
entertainment  of  the  guest,  who  ascended  to  the  governor’s  lookout, 
on  top  of  the  house,  from  which  could  have  been  seen  every  part  of 
the  vast  estate  of  twenty-five  thousand  acres,  if  the  great  forests  had 
not  yet  been  so  little  invaded  that  they  soon  obstructed  the  view.  “I 
took  breakfast  with  the  worthy  governor  and  his  family,”  the  duke 
continues,  “and  found  here,  as  at  the  home  of  Governor  Morrow,  that 
the  father  of  the  family  observes  the  laudable  custom  of  making  a 
prayer  before  sitting  down.  At  breakfast  we  took  leave  of  this 
respectable  family,  whose  acquaintance  I consider  one  of  the  most 
interesting  I made  in  the  United  States.” 

A few  words  might  be  said  of  the  children  of  Governor  Worthing- 
ton. Mary,  the  eldest  daughter,  married  Alexander  Macomb,  who 
was  a colonel  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  major-general  in  command  of 
the  United  States  army  in  the  days  when  Andrew  Jackson  was  presi- , 
dent.  The  widow  of  Edward  King  married  the  British  consul  at 
Philadelphia,  became  a devout  Roman  Catholic  and  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  Pope  Pius  IX.  Eleanor  married  Dr.  Arthur  Watts,  of 
Chillicothe,  and  one  of  her  children  became  the  wife  of  Gen.  Saun- 
ders A.  Piatt  of  Mac-a-cheek.  Margaret  married  Professor  Mans- 
field, and  Elizabeth  became  Mrs.  Pomeroy.  Gen.  James  Taylor 
Worthington,  the  eldest  son,  was  for  many  years  an  honored  citizen 
of  Chillicothe.  His  first  wife  was  a daughter  of  Samuel  Galloway, 
and  his  second  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Piatt.  A younger  son, 
Thomas,  was  a distinguished  officer  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 
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William  Allen,  the  twenty-fifth  governor  of  Ohio,  and  the  last 
citizen  of  Chillicothe  to  whom  that  distinguished  honor  was  extended, 
was  a native  of  Edenton,  Chowan  county,  North  Carolina.  He  was 
born  in  1807,  and  reared  through  childhood’s  years,  in  the  south. 
His  parents  died  within  a few  months  of  each  other,  while  he  was  an 
infant  and  all  the  maternal  care  which  his  infancy  ever  knew,  was 
bestowed  by  an  elder  sister,  whom  he  remembered  all  his  life,  with 
the  strongest  feelings  of  filial  affection.  This  excellent  woman,  who 
was  the  mother  of  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thursman,  whom  e^ery  Democratic 
politician  in  the  land  will  remember  with  feelings  akin  to  adoration, 
removed  from  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  to  Chillicothe,  in  1818.  Her 
brother  William  was  left  at  Lynchburg  in  attendance  at  a private 
school.  But  as  the  excellence  of  the  Chillicothe  - academy  became 
known  to  her,  she  decided  to  have  her  brother  and  ward  attend  this 
Wihool  from  her  own  protecting  roof.  Accordingly,  in  1819,  young 
Allen  joined  his  sister  in  Chillicothe,  which  city  was  his  home  for 
fifty-six  years.  He  early  developed  an  aptitude  for  learning  and 
soon  became,  even  in  boyhood,  one  of  the  leading  debaters  and  public 
spea  ers  in  the  academy.  His  attainments  were  of  the  highest  char- 
acter, an  evidence  of  which  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  he  was  admitted 
w * e . a.r  as  a lawyer  before  he  had  attained  his  twentieth  year. 

en  it.  is  considered  that  the  bar  of  Ross  county  was  then,  and 
a "f\eS  as  been\  second  to  none  in  the  State  in  point  of  eminent 
qua  i cations  and  professional  ability,  this  was  a most  distinguish- 
ing honor  to  young  Allen.  Being  admitted  to  practice  in  1826,  and 
to  a partnership  with  his  preceptor,  Col.  Edward  King,  Allen  soon 
f himself  by  his  peculiar  powers  as  a jury  lawyer.  Pos- 
flrnl  nv°  if  3 f1*10  commanding  figure,  a voice  of  marvelous  purity 

ahlf»  nZ  ence’  118  aPPearancc  in  public  discussions  attracted  favor- 
evidpn oo  9 w^en  b*s  argument  wTas  not  backed  by  sufficient 
to  the  frnf  fc?nvi.c  ‘ ^.u.t  *hese  are  characteristics  which  force  men 

“confn-pssinnfl11  ie„PobtlcaJ  ai’cna;  and  before  he  had  reached  the 
the  democrat*  im  estabhshed  the  land,  he  was  nominated  as 
Jronlw  t ! w?dldate  f°r.a  Seat  in  con^8S*  His  district  was 

carried"  him  through5  ^ P0Pularit^  and  ability 

where  hp  horp  a ^ * . e to°b  his  seat  in  the  twenty-third  congress, 

SSTiX ZT'tlt in  a11  discussir3’  th^h  *e  « 

1837  so  cleetrifiAfl  v,**  ^ a^ter'suPPer  speech  at  the  Columbus,  in 

lators  that  h!  - “ “T’  C0mP0sed  Principally  of  State  legis- 

States  enatTT^  ^ to  the  exalted  position  of 

Allen  seXed  twelvnoketmive  ?°n'  Th°maS  E"’^'  Mr’ 

and  useful  career  in  1849  TT  v ears  ‘n  t}10  senate,  closing  a brilliant 
political  slogan  of  1844  Wltl‘  havin£  originated  the 

theOregonUnd,ry  ^t*Sy%f0^y  °r  %ht,”  referring  to 

attained  the  meridian  of  his  noliHenl1^11^ these,  eventful  years>  he 

P ical  prowess,  and  retired  from  office 
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as  one  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the  honorable  body  which 
has  so  often  been  thrilled  with  his  matchless  oratory  and  convincing 
arguments.  It  was  his  firm  determination  to  retire  from  public  life, 
and  spend  his  remaining  years  at  the  beautiful  home  which  he  so 
much  loved;  but  after  a retirement  of  twenty-four  years,  he  again 
yielded  to  the  allurements  of  political  life  and  in  1873  he  was  elected 
governor  of  Ohio.  In  this  race  it  was  thought  that  he  led  a “forlorn 
hope,”  but  his  great  popularity  carried  him  through,  he  being  the 
only  candidate  on  the  State  democratic  ticket  who  was  successful. 
Governor  Allen  was  renominated  by  the  democrats  in  1875,  but  went 
down  in  the  defeat  of  the  “greenback”  movement  and  was  succeeded 
by  R.  B.  Hayes.  The  most  important  event  of  his  life,  to  him,  was 
his  marriage,  in  1845,  to  Mrs.  Eflie  McArthur  Coons,  daughter  of 
Gen.  Duncan  McArthur.  She  inherited  her  parental  homestead, 
“Fruit  Hill,”  where  the  family  lived  for  many  years,  and  where 
Governor  Allen  died,  in  1879.  Mrs.  Allen  died  in  Washington  city, 
and  her  husband  rode  on  horseback  beside  her  bier  from  the  Nation’s 
capital  to  Chillicothe.  The  only  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen 
is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  D.  H.  Scott  of  Chillicothe.  After  her  mother’s 
death,  as  a child,  young  lady  and  matron,  she  showed  her  filial  regard 
in  caring  for  her  father  during  his  declining  years. 

Colonel  John  McDonald,  whose  sketches  of  Massie,  McArthur 
and  other  pioneers  entitled  him  to  be  called  the  Plutarch  of  the 
the  Scioto  valley,  was  bom  January  28,  1775,  in  Pennsylvania.  His 
father  moved  with  his  family  to  Mingo  Bottom,  near  the  site  of 
Steubenville,  in  1780,  and  to  Kentucky  in  1789.  Thence  young 
McDonald  made  his  first  excursion  into  Ohio  with  Simon  Kenton, 
and  in  1792  he  joined  General  Massie’s  settlement  at  Manchester. 
In  the  spring  of  1794  he  enlisted  with  Capt.  Ephraim  Kibby’s  scouts, 
in  the  army  of  General  Wayne,  and  was  with  Wayne  through  the  vic- 
torious campaign  of  that  year.  In  the  following  November  he  came 
into  the  Scioto  valley  on  an  exploring  expedition  with  a party  led 
by  Lucas  Sullivant,  a land  speculator  and  surveyor  from  Virginia, 
and  had  an  encounter  with  the  Indians,  in  which  one  of  his  compan- 
ions was  killed.  In  1796  he  came  to  Chillicothe,  where  he  was 
married  to  Catherine  Cutwright,  February  5,  1799.  He  settled  on 
Poplar  Ridge,  Twin  township,  in  1802.  He  went  into  the  war  of 
1812,  as  a staff  officer  with  General  Hull,  and  w*as  made  a prisoner 
at  the  surrender  of  Detroit.  In  1813  he  was  promoted  to  captain 
in  the  regular  army  of  the  LTnited  States,  and  in  1814  was  given 
command  of  a regiment  of  regulars  at  Detroit,  a position  he  held 
until  peace  was  declared.  In  1817  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature, 
in  which  he  served  two  terms,  and  this  was  the  close -of  his  public 
service.  His  biographical  sketches,  already  mentioned,  were  pub- 
lished first  in  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  and  in  book  form  in 
1838.  They  are  the  best  written,  most  interesting  and  trustworthy 
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of  Ohio  pioneer  documents,  not  excepting  the  productions  of  Judge 
Burnet  or  any  other. 

Colonel  McDonald  was  the  son  of  William  and  Effie  McDonald, 
of  Scotch  descent,  who  bore  the  same  names  before  marriage  and  were 
distantly  related.  He  was  the  eldest  of  seven  children,  the  others 
being  Thomas,  James,  William,  Hiram,  Nancy  and  Henrietta. 
Thomas  was  associated  with  John  in  his  adventures  as  a scout  under 
General  Wayne,  and  afterward  sat  in  the  legislature.  James  entered 
the  regular  army  as  a captain  in  1808  and  served  through  the  war  of 
1812-15,  with  promotion  to  major.  He  was  on  the  staff  of  General 
Bipley,  and  after  1815,  was  on  staff  duty  as  inspector-general.  In 
civil  life  he  held  the  offices  of  county  sheriff  and  deputy  United 
States  marshal.  The  sister,  Nancy,  married  Gen.  Duncan  McArthur, 
and  Henrietta  became  the  wife  of  Presley  Morris,  a prominent  pio- 
neer. The  parents  both  died  within  four  days  in  September,  1823, 
and  were  buried  at  the  McArthur  homestead,  on  Fruit  Hill. 

Thomas  Scott,  Michael  Baldwin,  Frederick  Grimke,  William 
Creighton,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  and  others,  are  mentioned  in  other 
chapters.  James  Grubb  was  a Chillicothean  who  received  the 
strongest  commendations  from  General  McArthur  for  his  ability, 
integrity  and  political  zeal  in  the  early  days  of  territorial  strife  and 
contention.  He  was  characterized  as  a “true  philanthropist,  a lover* 
o is  friend,  and  opponent  of  every  species  of  slavery,  a man  pos- 
sessing good  reasoning  abilities,  modesty  and  boldness.”  Mr.  Grubb 
was  a so  a member  of  the  constitutional  convention.  Joseph  Kerr 
was  a jutant  general  of  Ohio,  a member  of  the  state  senate  and  house, 
and  for  a few  months  United  States  senator. 
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OFFICIAL  HONORS. 


FFICIAL  list  of  Ross  county,  including  State,  Rational 
and  County  officers,  from  the  organization  of  the  county 
to  1902.  For  court  judges  and  officers,  see  chapter  on 
Bench  and  Bar. 


Governors. — March  3,  1803,  to  March  4,  1807,  Edward  Tiffin; 
December  8,  1814,  to  December  14,  1818,  Thomas  Worthington; 
December  18,  1830,  to  December  7,  1832,  Duncan  McArthur;  Jan- 
uary 12,  1874,  to  January  14,  1876,  William  Allen. 

United  States  Senators. — 1803  to  1807,  Thomas  Worthington; 
1807  to  1809,  Edward  Tiffin;  resigned  his  seat  in  1809,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Thomas  Worthington,  who  also  resigned,  in  1815,  to 
accept  the  governorship  of  Ohio;  Joseph  Kerr  was  elected  to  serve 
the  unexpired  term.  This  was  the  last  United  States  senator  from 
Ross  county  until  1837,  when  William  Alien  was  elected,  and  served 
until  1849. 

Representatives  in  Congress. — 1813  to  1815,  Duncan  McArthur, 
who  resigned,  and  William  Creighton,  jr.,  was  elected — he  resigned 
December  14,  1814;  1819  to  1821,  Henry  Brush;  1823  to  1825, 
Duncan  McArthur;  1833  to  1835,  William  Allen;  1835  to  1841, 
William  Key  Bond;  1841  to  1843,  William  Allen;  1843  to  1845, 
Joseph  J.  McDowell;  1845  to  1847,  Allen  G.  Thurman;  1847  to 
1855,  John  L.  Taylor;  1857  to  1859,  Joseph  Miller;  1859  to  1863, 
Carey  A.  Trimble;  1873  to  1877,  Lawrence  T.  Real;  1877  to  1881, 
Hemy  L.  Real — by  change  of  district. 

Collectors  of  Internal  Revenue. — General  S.  H.  Hurst  during  the 
administration  of  President  Grant ; Marcus  Boggs  during  the  admin- 
istrations of  Presidents  Arthur  and  Harrison ; John  C.  Entrekin 
appointed  during  the  first  term  of  President  McKinley,  reappointed 
by  same,  and  continuing  under  the  Roosevelt  administration. 

United  States  Consid. — Benjamin  F.  Stone  is  the  present  United 
States  consul  to  Huddersfield,  England. 

State  Senators. — The  first  general  assembly  convened  at  Chilli- 
cothe,  on  Tuesday,  March  1,  1803: — Rathaniel  Massie  and  Abra- 
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ham  Claypool;  December,  1803,  Nathaniel  Massie  and  John  Milli- 
gan; December,  1804,  Abraham  Claypool  and  Joseph  Kerr; 
December,  1S05,  Joseph  Kerr  and  Duncan  McArthur;  December, 
1806,  Duncan  McArthur  and  Abraham  Claypool;  December,  1807, 
Duncan  McArthur  and  Abraham  Claypool ; December,  1808-9,  Dun- 
can McArthur  and  Henry  Massie;  December,  1810-12,  Duncan 
McArthur  and  Robert  Dunlap;  December,  1813,  James  Dunlap  and 
William  Creighton;  December,  1814,  James  Dunlap  and  Henry 
Brush;  December,  1815,  James  Dunlap,  Samuel  Evans,  Benjamin 
Hough;  December,  1816,  Benjamin  Hough  and  John  McDonald; 
December,  1817,  James  Dunlap  and  John  McDonald;  December, 
1818,  James  Dunlap  and  Daniel  Madeira;  December,  1819,  Samuel 
Swearingen  and  Daniel  Madeira;  December,  1820,  Samuel  Swearin- 
gen; December,  1821,  Duncan  McArthur;  December,  *1822,  Duncan 
McArthur;  December,  1823,  David  Crouse;  December,  1824,  David 
Crouse;  December,  1825,  Samuel  Swearingen;  December,  1826, 
Samuel  Swearingen ; December,  1827,  Samuel  Swearingen ; Decem- 
ber, 1828,  Samuel  Swearingen;  December,  1829,  Duncan  McArthur; 
December,  1830,  Edward  King;  December,  1831,  Anthony  Walke; 
December,  1832,  Anthony  Walke;  December,  1833v Anthony  Walke; 
December,  1834,  Anthony  Walke;  June,  1835,  Anthony  Walke 
(extra  session)  ; December,  1835,  David  Crouse ; December,  1836, 
David  Crouse;  December,  1837,  John  I.  Vanmeter  and  Isaiah  Mor- 
ris, December,  1838,  John  I.  Vanmeter  and  Isaiah  Morris;  Decem- 
J°hn  Hou^ll;  December,  1840,  John  Hough;  December, 
, Allen  Latham  and  William  Robbins;  December,  1842,  Allen 
Latham  and  William  Robbins ; December,  1843,  John  Crouse,  jr. ; 

784^’  ,7obn  ^roilse>  ir-?  December,  1845,  John  Madeira 
and  lilberry  Reid;  December,  1846,  John  Madeira  and  Tilberry 
1847>  WesKY  Claypool;  December,  1849,  Chaun- 
IT?  tt ■ : PeceiTl^erj  1850,  Joseph  H.  Geiger;  January,  1852, 
amue  . lbben ; January,  1854,  John  M.  Barrere ; January,  1856, 
w6-!?  aniiary,  1858,  William  A.  Safford ; January,  1862, 
° - ’T ^ ^ai*uary>  1864,  Job  E.  Stevenson;  January,  1870, 
John  Woodbridge;  January,  1872,  John  H.  Putnam;  January, 

6 t inn;JanT^  1878>  Jobn  C*  McDonald;  November 

Janua*y>  1881>  c.  Entrekin; 

January*  1884  w'S*”  S'  S®*! ; 'TanuarJ.  1883,  William  H.  Reed; 
January'  18S0  ^ ; Jamiar-V’  1885>  William  H.  Reed; 

arv  1898  Rvrn?TM;  ^-f881®5  Janual7.  1891,  D.  M.  Massie;  Janu- 
J.  P J S,UZ ; J an,lar.v’  189»-  Byron  Lutz. 

State  Eepresentahves.- March,  1803,  Michael  Baldwin,  Robert 

and  the  foregoing  li s'? i ncl u™ ™ l ^ t h If  c"’lnties'  as  at  present  organized, 
been  senators.  y those  citizens  of  Ross  county  who  have 
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Culbertson,  Thomas  Worthington,  William  Patton ; December,  1803, 
James  Dunlap,  John  Evans,  Elias  Langham;  December,  1804, 
Michael  Baldwin,  James  Dunlap,  Duncan  McArthur,  William  Pat- 
ton; December,  1805,  James  Dunlap,  David  Shelby,  Abraham  J. 
Williams,  Elias  Langham;  December,  1806,  same,  and  Nathaniel 
Massie;  December,  1807,  Thomas  Worthington,  Elias  Langham, 
Jeremiah  McLene,  William  Lewis;  December,  1808,  James  Dunlap, 
Jessup  N.  Couch,  Joseph  Kerr,  David  Shelby,  Samuel  Monet t; 
December,  1809,  James  Dunlap,  Edward  Tiffin,  Nathaniel  Massie, 
David  Shelby,  Joseph  Gardner;  December,  1810,  Edward  Tiffin, 
Abraham  Claypool,  James  Manary,  Henry  Brush,  William  Creigh- 
ton, jr. ; December,  1841,  Abraham  Claypool,  William  Sterrett, 
Samuel  Monett,  David  Shelby,  Thomas  Renick;  December,  1812, 
Samuel  Monett,  Samuel  Swearingen;  December,  1813,  ' John 
McDougall,  James  Barnes,  Isaac  Dawson;  December,  1814,  John) 
McDougall,  James  Barnes,  Samuel  Swearingen;  December,  1815,1 
Duncan  McArthur,  Thomas  Scott,  James  Barnes;  December,  1816; 
James  Manary,  William  Vance,  James  Barnes;  December,  1817, 
James  Manary,  William  Vance,  Duncan  McArthur;  December^ 
1818,  Joseph  Sill,  James  S.  Swearingen;  December,  1819,  Joseph 
Kerr,  Isaac  Cook,  S.  Tizzard;  December,  1820,  William  Vance, 
John  Bailhache,  John  Entrekin;  December,  1821,  Thomas  Worth* 
ington,  William  Vance,  Archibald  McLene;  December,  1822,  Thomas 
Worthington,  Allison  C.  Looker,  Anthony  Walke;  December,  1823, 
E.  King,  Allison  C.  Looker,  George  Nashee;  December,  1824, 
Thomas  Worthington,  Isaac  Cook ; December,  1825,  Edward  King, 
Isaac  Cook;  December,  1826,  Edward  King,  Duncan  McArthur; 
December,  1827,  Edward  King,  Anthony  Walke;  December;  1828, 
Edward  King,  Anthony  Walke;  December,  1829,  Isaac  Cook, 
Anthony  Walke;  December,  1830,  Isaac  Cook,  Anthony  Walke; 
December,  1831,  William  Creighton,  sr.,  James  T.  Worthington; 
December,  1832,  Isaac  McCracken,  James  T.  Worthington;  Decem- 
ber, 1833,  Jonathan  F.  Woodside;  December,  1834,  George  Will, 
Daniel  Ott;  June,  1835,  extra  session,  same  officers;  December,  1835, 
regular  session,  John  Hough,  John  Cutright ; December,  1836,  Dan- 
iel Ott,  James  Hughes,  J.  J.  Vanmeter;  December,  1837,  Daniel 
Ott,  James  Hughes;  December,  1838,  Abraham  Hegler,  James 
Hughes;  December,  1839,  Elihu  Johnson,  Samuel  Reed;  December, 
1840,  James  T.  Worthington,  James  Smith;  December,  1841,  Dan- 
iel Karshner;  December,  1842,  Elihu  Johnson,  Robert  Robinson; 
December,  1843,  Wesley  Claypool,  Hugh  Means;  December,  1849, 
Milton  L.  Clark;  December,  1850,  John  Cochran,  William  H.  Cook; 
January,  1852,  Alexander  S.  Boys,  Stephen  D.  Foulke;  January, 
1854,  John  H.  Davis,  William  Reeves;  January,  1856,  Alfred 
Yaple,  Jesse  Shepherd;  January,  1858,  Joshua  Seney;  January, 
1860,  Dennis  Ogle;  January,  1862,  Daniel  H.  Crouse;  1864,  Peter 
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Adams;  1866,  Isaac  Stookey  (Stookey  died  and  J.  L.  Sauber  was 
elected  to  fill  vacancy),  Samuel  B.  Erskine;  1868,  Isaac  J.  Finley, 
Lawrence  T.  Neal;  1870,  Lewis  W.  Sifford;  1871,  Milton  McCoy; 
1874,  Milton  McCoy;  1876,  J.  C.  Entrekin;  1878,  William  H. 
Reed;  1880,  William  H.  Reed,  Theodore  Spetnagel;  1882,  Charles 
H.  Patterson;  1884,  O.  P.  Goodman;  1886,  John  C.  Entrekin; 
1888,  Elias  Moore  and  W.  H.  Wiggins;  1890,  Elias  Moore;  1892, 
Byron  Lutz;  1894,  W.  S.  Metcalfe;  1896,  Byron  Lutz;  1898,  F.  C. 
Arbenz;  1900,  R.  L.  Invin;  1902,  James  C.  Foster. 

Prosecuting  Attorneys , Clerks  and  Sheriffs. — See  chapter  on 
Bench  and  Bar. 


Recorders. — The  first  mention  of  this  officer  upon  the  records  of 
the  commissioners  of  Ross  county  bears  date  June  15,  1819,  when 
it  was  “ordered  that  Humphrey  Fullerton  and  A.  L.  Langham,  for- 
mer recorders,  be  paid  for  their  services.”  The  following  successors 
to  this  office  are  given  from  memory  by  elderly  citizens  who  are  con- 
versant with  the  affairs  in  the  court  house  for  many  years  back : Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Arthur  O.  Luckett,  Josiah  L.  Hearn,  S.  D.  Stratton, 
Henry  Whisson,  William  Briggs,  Edward  Cryder,  the  latter  serving 
until  1882  ; 1883,  Daniel  Wilhelm,  1886,  Joshua  R.  Wisehart;  1889, 
John  F.  Brown ; 1895,  Lee  Des  Martin ; 1901,  J.  E.  Ratcliff. 

County  Treasurers. — The  first  mention  of  this  officer  occurs  in 
^ w^en  ^oses  McClean,  treasurer,  deceased,  and  September  3d, 
of  this  year,  John  McLandburgh  was  appointed ; 1812,  James  Fergu- 
son was  elected  to  the  office;  1818,  James  McClintick;  1832, 
Lewis;  1852,  Thomas  Ghormley;  1856,  Daniel  Dustman; 
\iPS°n;  1800’  William  Rittenhouse;  1865,  S.  A.  Rang- 
oon; 1870,  William  A.  Wayland;  1875,  David  Shotts;  1878,  Stanis- 
laus  Burkley;  1882,  Rufus  Hosier;  1886,  Nelson  Purdum;  1890, 

V<raici  1894’  Frank  A-  Sosman : 1898,  Luther  B.  Hurst; 
1902,  Milton  J.  Scott, 

Coun.ty  4^<ors.— 18°4,  John  McClean;  1813,  William  Wallace; 
i sli’  McCl^n;  1821,  David  Collins;  1823,  John  McClean; 

Franklin:  1857,  William  H.  Skerrett;  1859,  Will- 
miVnun’  186,?’  Samuel  Kendrick;  1865,  Daniel  Dustman; 
,iD  MCDo?,ll;  1873,  P.  G.  Griffin;  1877,  Frank  J.  Esker; 

Broln  W tt  Esk°r  ;A  1887>  A.  Somers  ; 1893,  P.  White 

Han?  S-  Adams;  1902>  John  H.  Miller, 
hoard  nf  oml m’.nifsw nj: r*-  The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
a “return^  J ^sioners  begins  with  the  “March  term,  1799  ” when 
road  from  thp  fall108#  ti™™  tke  town  °7  Chillicothe  to  intersect  the 
recorded^  aid L J®  °ft.Paint  creek  to  B™eh  creek,”  was  received  and 
and  Thomas  McT)™0  n08  Te-£?  ^ven  to  Duncan  McArthur,  as  chief, 

which  time  Tolin  TVf  f+i.  * t commissioners  occur  until  1808,  at 
tlme  John  Matthe"-s,  John  McClean,  and  Ebenezer  Fenimore 
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were  the  incumbents.  1S12,  William  Wallace  and  Thomas  White; 
1818,  Presley  Morris;  1820,  David  Crouse  and  George  Porter; 
1822,  Thomas  Marshall  and  John  Carlisle;  1823,  Francis  Baldwin; 
1829,  Jeriel  Boot;  1830,  John  Crouse,  jr. ; 1831,  Peter  Leister; 
1832,  George  Will;  1833,  John  Carlisle,  sr. ; 1834,  Thomas  Scott; 
1835,  Warner  Barnes;  1836,  Aaron  Foster;  1837,  Martin  Dresback; 
1838/* .J ohn  Carlisle ; 1839,  Isaac  Sperry;  1840,  Nathan  Gilman; 
1841,  John  Carlisle;  1842,  John  Thompson;  1843,  James  Cutright; 
1844,  John  Carlisle;  1845,  John  Thompson ; 1846,  James  Eowe; 
1847;  John  Carlisle;  1848,  John  Thompson;  1849,  D.  C.  Entrekin; 
1850,  John  Thompson;  1851,  Simon  Batcliff;  1852,  James  Bowe; 
1853,  John  M.  Wisehart;  1854,  James  Bittenhouse;  1855,  James 
Bowe;  1856,  James  Bittenhouse — removed,  and  Jacob  May  was 
appointed  to  fill  vacancy,  and  in  October  of  that  year  elected,  also 
George  W.  Benick;  1857,  Isaac  Stookey;  1858,  Samuel  McAdow; 
1859,  Daniel  Karshner;  1860,  Isaac  Stookey;  1861,  Alexander 
Ewing;  1862,  Daniel  Karshner;  1863,  William  Carson  and  Satter- 
field Scott;  1864,  William  Welsh;  1865,  Daniel  Karshner  and  Jacob 
Shotts;  1867,  Anton  Alberti;  1867,  Samuel  Nichols;  1869,  Samuel 
Cline;  1870,  Anton  Alberti;  1871,  Wesley  Claypool;  1872,  Samuel 
Cline  and  E.  Bockhold ; 1873,  David  Shotts  and  Wesley  Claypool; 
1874,  W.  II.  Beed;  1875,  Andrew  Poe  (appointed);  1876,  W.  E. 
Floyd;  1878,  F.  D.  Ford;  18S0,  John  Gaynor,  A.  J.  Karshner, 
Strawder  James;  1881,  A.  J.  Karshner,  Strawder  James,  John  Gay- 
nor; 1882,  Strawder  James,  John  Gaynor,  Simon  B.  Dixon;  1883, 
John  Gaynor,  Simon  B.  Dixon,  Austin  Pepple;  1884,  Simon  B. 
Dixon,  Austin  Pepple,  Conrad  II.  Beutinger;  1885,  Austin  Pepple, 
Conrad  H.  Beutinger,  Taylor  Boggs;  1886,  Conrad  H.  Beutinger, 
Taylor  Boggs,  John  Gaynor;  18S7,  Taylor  Boggs,  John  Gaynor, 
Simon  B.  Dixon;  1888,  John  Gaynor,  Simon  B.  Dixon,  John  W. 
Jenkins;  1889,  Simon  B.  Dixon,  John  W.  Jenkins,  Conrad  H.  Beu- 
tinger; 1890,  John  W.  Jenkins,  Conrad  H.  Beutinger,  James  C. 
Crawford;  1891,  Conrad  H.  Beutinger,  James  C.  Crawford,  Ben- 
jamin P.  Asbury;  1892,  James  C.  Crawford,  Benjamin  P.  Asbury, 
J.  Philip  Gartner;  1893,  Benjamin  P.  Asbury,  J.  Philip  Gartner, 
James  C.  Crawford,  died  in  office,  William  A.  Baird,  appointed; 

1894,  J.  Philip  Gartner,  William  A.  Baird,  Simon  Holcferman; 

1895,  William  A.  IJaird,  Nelson  Purdum,  Simon  Holderman ; 1896, 
Simon  Holderman,  Nelson  Purdum,  John  W.  Jenkins;  1897,  Nel- 
son Purdum,  John  W.  Jenkins,  Simon  Holderman;  1898,  John  W. 
Jenkins,  Simon  Holderman,  Nelson  Purdum;  1899,  Simon  Holder- 
man,  Nelson  Purdum,  John  W.  Ott,  Bufus  Hosier;  1901,  John  W. 
Ott,  Bufus  Hosier,  Henry  Greisheimer;  1902,  Bufus  Hosier,  John 
W.  Ott,  Charles  B.  Gearhart. 

C minty  Coroners. — 1806,  Pnvi(l  Barnes : 1808,  Thomas  Steel; 
1812,  William  Butledge.  Here  follows  an  extended  period  where  no 
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mention  is  made  of  this  officer  on  the  records.  1854,  George  S. 
Baker;  1863,  Uriah  P.  Wheaton;  John  R.  Tucker  who  served  until 
1882  (Mr.  Tucker  served  forty  years  in  this  office,  at  various  times)  ; 
1883,  M.  Bonner;  1885,  Valentine  Kramer;  1897,  Hiram  Streiten- 
berger;  1899,  George  Smith. 

County  Surveyors. — Following  is  a list  of  surveyors,  given  in  the 
records  of  the  commissioners,  but  whether  any  of  them  were  elected 
to  the  office  is  not  stated.  1803,  Duncan  McArthur,  Isaac  Davis, 
Jeremiah  McLene,  John  Collett,  Thomas  McDonald,  John  Guthrie, 
David  Hays,  Joseph  Vance,  James  Denny,  Joseph  Moffit,  George  W. 
Weight,  Isaac  Fleming,  Jesse  Spencer,  Samuel  Smith,  William 
Hoddy,  Joseph  Kerr,  Walter  Craige,  Nathaniel  Massie,  Benjamin 
Hough,  Alison  C.  Looker,  Abner  Kearns,  Alexander  Bourne,  David 
Collins,  John  G.  Macan,  John  Williams,  John  Evans,  John  Barr, 
Jervis  Cutler,  John  McDonald,  White  Brown,  Elias  Langham,  Moses 
McClean,  John  Millican,  Jesse  Wiley,  John  P.  Neal,  John  A.  and 
William  Fulton,  John  Gray,  David  Kinnear,  John  Russell,  Samuel 
Lutz,  Charles  McKea,  and  Robert  Johnston;  1871,  James  B. 
Mabury,  surveyor,  resigned,  and  Alexander  McCoy  was  appointed, 
and  served  until  1879.  1879,  Lorenzo  Wesson;  1883,  William  P. 

Delong;  1886,  P.  J.  Laessle;  1892,  Benjamin  Walker;  1898,  A.  W. 
Jones. 

State  School  Commissioner. — Hon.  John  Hancock,  of  Ross  county, 
served  in  this  position  by  appointment  of  Governor  Foraker,  and  was 
elected  to  that  office  in  1889,  serving  two  years. 

# Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repi'esentatives. — Hon.  John  C.  Entre- 
kin  was  elected  to  this  position  in  1886,  serving  during  the  sessions 
of  1886  and  1887. 

The  Chillicothe  postmasters  from  the  establishment  of  the  office  in 
1799,  to  the  present,  were  as  follows:  Joseph  Tiffin,  from  1799  to 

1815;  William  Creighton,  sr.,  from  1815  to  1831;  E.  P.  Kendrick, 
1831  ; John  Hough  to  1848;  Charles  D.  Martin,  from 

1848  to  1852;  Clement  Pine,  1852  to  1856;  James  McGinnis,  1856 
^ *860 ; E;  B*  Eslielman>  A-  P.  Miller,  Theodore  Sherer,  1864  to 
C1iarles  E*  Bl’°wn,  1868  to  1872 ; George  P.  Holcomb,  1872 
0 Hawkins,  1879  to  1884 ; William  E.  Gilmore,  1884 

^ liiip  Eleiu’  1888  to  1892 ; George  H.  Tyler,  1892  to 
loJb ; It.  R.  Freeman,  1S96  to  1900;  S.  II.  Hurst,  1900  and  present 
incumbent.  ' 
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I 

RESOURCES  AND  INDUSTRIES. 


r S THE  main  source  of  wealth  in  Ross  county  is  agriculture,  a 
IL\\  chapter  descriptive  of  the  resources  of  the  county  may 
/[  ^ appropriately  be  prefaced  by  an  account  of  the  land. 

The  great  features  of  topography  are  the  valleys  of  the 
Scioto  river  and  Paint  creek  and  their  tributaries,  and  the  few  com- 
manding eminences  that  rise  above  the  usual  level  of  valley  and 
upland.  The  altitude  above  sea  level  at  Lyndon,  by  the  United 
States  Coast  and  Geodetic  survey,  is  912  feet;  the  railroad  track  at 
Kingston  is  770  feet  above  the  sea,  at  Frankfort  750,  at  Hopetown 
675,  at  Chillicothe  635,  and  Salt  Creek,  at  the  C.,  H.  & D.  railroad,  is 
but  588  feet.  This  latter  elevation  is  not  much  more  than  that  of 


the  water  of  Lake  Erie  (573  feet),  and  something  more  than  a hun- 
dred feet  above  low  water  in  the  Ohio  river  at  Portsmouth  (477 
feet). 

The  main  surface  feature  affecting  the  soil  is  that  the  boundary 
of  the  glacial  deposits  in  Ohio,  known  commonly  as  the  drift,  passes 
through  the  county  diagonally  from  the  northeastern  to  the  south- 
western corner.  Hence,  in  the  northwest  half  of  the  county  the 
drift  covers  the  natural  rock  almost  entirely,  while  in  the  southeast 
half  it  is  found  only  in  the  clays  of  some  of  the  lowlands. 

Adel  phi  is  the  most  interesting  place  in  Ohio  on  the  drift  bound- 
ary, to  the  geologist,  partly  on  account  of  the  abrupt  change  in  direc- 
tion of  the  line  found  there,  and  because  of  the  deep  gorge  cut 
through  to  a depth  of  about  200  feet  in  the  glacial  accumulation  by 
Salt  creek.  This  great  ridge  left  by  the  glaciers  continues  at  the 
same  height  for  many  miles  westward.  “Riding  along  upon  its 
uneven  summit,”  says  the  distinguished  geologist,  Edward  Orton, 
“one  finds  the  surface  strewn  with  granite  bowlders,  and  sees  stretch- 
ing off  to  the  northwest  the  fertile  plains  of  Pickaway,  while  close 
to  the  south  of  him,  yet  separated  by  a distinct  interval,  are  the  cliffs 
of  Waverlv  sandstone,  rising  200  or  300  feet  higher,  which  here 
and  onward  to  the  south  pretty  closely  approach  the  boundary  of  the 
glaciated  region.” 
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In  Green  township,  two  miles  east  of  the  Scioto  river,  are  enor- 
mous kames,  or  riclges,  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet, 
running  north  and  south,  and  three  broad  parallel  ridges 
them  and  the  river.  Two  miles  above  Chillieothe,  in  Springfield 
township,  is  a terrace  one-half  mile  in  width,  forty-eight  feet  above 
the  flood  plain  of  the  river,  which  marks  the  flood  torrents  of  melting 
icebergs.  In  Twin  township,  where  Paint  creek  flows,  are . other 
large  kames  running  north  and  south  on  Cattail  run,  and  in  the 
northeast  comer  of  the  same  township  is  the  place  where  Paint  creek 
was  forced  by  the  ice  to  cut  itself  a new  channel.  This  drift  deposit 
was  made  when  Ohio  was  dry  land.  The  rocks  of  Ross  county  were 
built  many  ages  before  that,  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  or  along  a 
primeval  coast.  . 

The  oldest  rock  in  the  county,  exposed  to  view,  is  along  Pamt 
creek  in  the  western  part  of  Paint  township.  Here  is  foimd  the 
Niagara  limestone,  of  the  Devonian  age  of  geology.  Overlaying  this 
is  the  Ilelderberg  limestone,  found  along  Paint  creek  in  Buckskin 
township  mainly.  This  rock  was  laid  down  in  an  ocean  of  consider- 
able depth.  It  is  a magnesian  limestone,  and  has  been  quarried 
from  the  early  days  of  settlement.  The  stone  is  regular  in  its  bed- 
ding, and  slabs  three  or  four  inches  thick,  with  a superficial  area  of 
four  feet,  can  be  obtained  with  surfaces  as  smooth  and  regular  as  if 
sawed.  In  fact  the  slabs  can  be  used  for  doorsteps  without  dress- 
ing. They  are  in  good  demand  for  curbing  and  crosswalk  stone, 
and  used  to  a less  extent  for  building.  The  stone  is  exceedingly 
strong,  two-inch  cubes  standing  a pressure  of  over  50,000  pounds 
before  crushing.  The  color  is  drab  at  first,  and  darkens  to  a yellow- 
ish brown.  Clceasionally  some  fossil  corals  are  found  in  it,  some 
zinc  blende,  and  streaks  of  iron  oxide  and  bituminous  matter  that 
gives  a strong  fetid  odor  to  the  stone  when  worked.  The  Ross 
county  quarry  has  forty-two  feet  of  stone,  in  layers,  capped  by  only 
ten  feet  of  drift,  and  is  practically  inexhaustible.  The  spoils  are 
burned  into  lime  in  kilns  that  are  kept  continually  going,  and  the 
product  has  hydraulic  qualities  that  make  it  specially  adapted  te 
outside  work. 

Above  this  rock  was  deposited  the  Huron  shale,  which  is  mainly 
covered  by  the  drift,  but  is  found  out-cropping  in  the  rest  of  the 
course  of  Paint  creek,  except  where  that  stream  was  turned  out  of 
its  old  course  by  the  glaciers,  west  of  Chillieothe.  But  the  greater 
part  of  the  county  is  covered  by  the  sandstone  called  Waverly,  from 
the  exposure  of  building  stone  in  Pike  county.  This  was  deposited 
by  the  action  of  waves  along  a rocky  coast,  and  the  sand  banks  of 
river  mouths,  at  a time  when  considerable  of  the  land  of  western 
Ohio  had  been  raised  above  sea.  But  it  was  some  ages  before  the 
coal  measures  of  eastern  Ohio  were  formed,  and  these  latter,  in  that 
region,  overlay  the  Waverly  that  is  such  a large  part  of  the  Surface- 
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of  Ross  county.  In  the  southeast  corner  of  the  county  there  is  a bit 
of  the  conglomerate  rock  of  the  coal  strata,  which  is  the  nearest 
approach  of  the  Ross  county  rocks  to  the  coal  bearing  period.  It 
was  long  after  Ross  county  was  dry  land  that  the  coal  of  Ohio  was 
formed  in  shallow  waters  from  luxuriant,  tropic-like  vegetation. 

The  most  prominent  examples  of  the  wearing  away  of  the  rocks  to 
form  arable  land  are,  of  course,  the  valleys  of  the  Scioto  river  and 
Paint  creek.  East  of  the  Scioto,  Salt  creek  flows  in  an  old  and 
deeply  excavated  valley,  and  other  examples  are  furnished  by  Deer 
creek  and  Kinnikinnick,  Indian  and  Walnut  creeks. 

Paint  creek  has  cut  a deep  valley  entirely  through  the  Helderberg 
series  of  rocks,  deep  into  the  Niagara,  furnishing  some  of  the  most 
picturesque  scenery  in  Ohio.  On  the  west  line  of  Buckskin  town- 
ship, for  two  miles  above  and  two  below  the  Marietta  & Cincinnati 
railroad,  the  valley  of  Paint  Creek  is  hewn  out  of  the  heaviest  sec- 
tion of  limestones  of  the  Helderberg  division  known  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  There  are  not  less  than  forty  feet  shown  in  vertical  sec- 
tion in  the  Rucker  quarries,  opposite  Greenfield.  It  is  probable 
that  this  forty  feet  exhausts  the  Helderburg  series  in  its  downward 
reach,  and  that  the  courses  immediately  below  belong  to  the  Niagara. 
The  quarries  furnish  in  their  remarkably  even  bedded  courses  some 
of  the  most  desirable  stones  of  the  state.  This  Helderberg  lime- 
stone, where  it  is  found  in  Concord  township,  affords  an  excellent 
hydraulic  lime,  and  it  has  burned  for  many  years  on  the  Ritten- 
house  farm,  for  that  purpose.  It  produces  a strong  and  durable 
cement,  the  supply  is  large,  and  it  can  be  manufactured  with  profit, 
but  it  has  to  be  worked  in  a manner  somewhat  different  from  the 
ordinary  cements.* 

The  lowest  courses  exposed  in  the  bed  of  Paint  creek,  two  miles 
below  the  railroad  crossing  at  Greenfield,  are  identified  as  of  the 
Niagara  group  by  the  fossils,  which  are  numerous,  sometimes  mak- 
ing up  the  entire  substance  of  the  rock. 

As  the  Helderberg  limestone  is  followed  to  the  southward  and 
eastward  on  Paint  creek,  it  thins  out  rapidly.  On  the  banks  of 
Buckskin  creek,  twTo  miles  north  of  Bainbridge,  on  the  Greenfield 
road,  may  be  seen  the  Niagara  limestone  containing  the  fossil 
megalomus,  the  Helderberg  water-lime  stone,  and  the  Huron  shale, 
all  in  a section  of  fifteen  feet.  A few  miles  southwest  the  Helder- 
berg begins  to  disappear,  and  the  Huron  shales  lie  directly  upon  the 
Niagara  strata,  the  upper  layer  of  which  is  a peculiar  sandstone 
known  as  the  Hillsboro.  At  the  falls  of  Paint  are  found  rocks  of 
the  Niagara  almost  entirely  made  up  of  the  remains  or  casts  of  a 
creek,  furnishes  a good  general  section  of  the  rocks  of  the  western 
beautiful  lily-like  sea  animal,  the  pentamerus.  ; 

•Geology  of  Ross  County,  by  Prof.  Edward  Orton. 
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Benner’s  hill,  with  its  summit  500  feet  above  the  valley  of  Paint 
part  of  the  county.  As  one  ascends,  he  passes  15  feet  of  the  Niagara 
limestone,  15  feet  of  the  Helderberg,  332  feet  of  the  Huron  shales, 
the  thickest  section  in  Ohio,  and  then  148  feet  of  the  W averly  group, 
first  the  Waverly  shales,  next  the  quarry  courses,  followed  by  black 
slate,  and  finally  the  upper  beds  of  the  Waverly.  Both  the  Niagara 
and  Helderberg  limestones  are  capable  of  furnishing  an  unlimited 
supply  of  lime  of  the  highest  quality,  unsurpassed  by  any  lime  of 
Ohio  in  whiteness,  mildness  and  durability. 

The  Huron  shales,  or  Ohio  black  slate,  are  the  most  characteristic 
formation  of  the  western  half  of  Boss  county,  occupying  a large 
area,  and  impressing  peculiar  features  upon  the  soil,  the  vegetation 
and  the  landscape.  An  unfailing  characteristic  is  the  concretions 
around  organic  or  crystalline  centers,  many  of  the  lumps  possessing 
remarkable  symmetry.  At  the  base  of  the  series  of  shales,  which, 
as  has  been  noted,  are  seen  to  be  332  feet  thick  on  Benner’s  hill^ 
is  26  feet  of  white  and  blue  clay,  and  about  forty  feet  above  the  base 
of  the  series,  a calcareous  layer  with  numerous  fossils.  This  lime- 
stone seam  is  best  shown  at  Ferneau’  mill,  a mile  east  of  Bainbridge. 
It  was  first  brought  to  the  attention  of  geologists  by  J.  H.  Poe,  of 
Chillicothe,  who  discovered  in  it  a crinoid  new  to  science.  This  is 
said  to  be  the  only  instance  of  vegetable  and  animal  life  to  any  con- 
siderable extent  in#the  Huron  shales  anywhere,  and  the  locality  is 
one  of  very  great  interest  to  geologists.  One  interesting  discovery 
in  these  shales  was  a tree  trunk,  which  was  traced  for  thirty  feet. 
The  exposures  of  slate  along  the  course  of  Paint  creek  are  unsur- 
passed— the  whole  series,  except  fifty  or  sixty  feet  of  the  lowermost 
beds,  being  shown  in  nearly  vertical  sections  at  Copperas  mountain 
three  miles  east  of  Bainbridge,  and  Alum  cliffs,  five  miles  due  west 
of  Chillicothe.  Copperas  mountain  rises  to  a height  of  550  feet, 
and  affords  a vertical  wall  of  slate,  about  150  feet  high ; and  Alum 
cliffs,  formed  when  Paint  creek  cut  its  new  course,  exposes  both  the 
Huron  and  Waverly  shales  and  slates.  The  upper  beds  of  the  Huron 
are  also  shown  distinctly  in  Chillicothe  and  on  all  sides  of  the  city. 

The  Waverly  rocks,  including  shales,  building  stone  and  slate, 
are  the  main  feature  of  the  southern  part  of  the  county  west  of 
the  Scioto,  and  nearly  all  that  east  of  the  river,  where  the  rocks  dip 
down  to  the  eastward,  further  on  passing  under  the  coal  measures. 
In  the  city  of  Chillicothe  the  Waverly  shales  have  a thickness  of 
about  84  feet.  These  lower  layers  of  the  Waverly  are  marked  with 
the  prints  of  sea  weeds,  sun  cracks  on  ancient  beaches,  and  ripple 
marks,  and  Boss  county  is  that  near  being  a sea  side  resort  today. 
On  Stony  creek,  in  Franklin  township,  are  some  of  the  best  preserved 
ripple  marks  to  be  found  anywhere.  There  is  also  in  these  lower 
strata  of  the  Waverly  a limestone  seam,  that  is  sought  for  building 
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and  flagging  stone  in  the  vicinity  of  Frankfort,  and  has  been  called 
the  Franklin  flag. 

The  quarry  strata  of  the  Waverly  are  not  generally  so  valuable  in 
Ross  county  as  in  Pike,  though  the  stone  closely  resembles  that  of 
Pike  county  in  color,  texture  and  composition.  There  is  a larger 
proportion  found  in  a rough  and  ungainly  condition,  known  among 
quarrymen  as  turtle  back  or  niggerhead.  The  strata  are  also  much 
thinner  than  further  south,  though  there  is  a considerable  thickness 
in  Paxton  and  Buckskin  townships.  In  Franklin  township,  as  one 
might  expect  from  its  location,  there  is  a great  amount  of  valuable 
Waverly  building  stone  exposed  on  the  Scioto  bank,  and  the  quarries 
• of  J.  E.  Higby,  conveniently  located  on  the  line  of  the  canal,  are 
widely  known.  Here  the  stone  is  all  furnished  by  a single  course, 
eight  feet  thick,  which  can  be  easily  split  into  two  courses  of  equal 
thickness.  The  strata  have  only  been  touched  along  the  margins 
of  the  hills,  and  immense  quantities  of  stone  remain  within  easy 
reach..  This  rock  extends  for  at  least  twenty  miles  along  the  Scioto, 
on  both  sides.  Other  quarries  have  been  opened  since  the  Higby 
quarry  has  demonstrated  the  importance  of  the  industry.  The 
Buena  Vista  courses,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county,  are  par- 
ticularly valuable. 

In  addition  to  this  special  mention  of  favored  localities,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  there  is  hardly  any  place  in  the  county  that  is 
not  within  easy  reach  of  a quarry  of  some  sort  of  stone  adapted  to 
building  or  flagging. 

Above  the  Waverly  building  stone,  is  the  Waverly  black  shale, 
which  is  cut  through  in  many  places  by  the  channels  of  the  river  and 
the  creeks.  Near  the  mouth  of  Stony  creek  in  Franklin  township 
these  shales  have  a thickness  of  27  feet,  and  afford,  as  at  some  other 
places,  many  interesting  fossils,  including  fishes,  often  in  an  excel- 
lent state  of  preservation.  This  shale  or  slate  contains  sulphuret 
of  iron  in  considerable  quantity,  and  the  water  that  passes  through 
it  emerges  in  sulphur  springs,  notably  one  on  the  north  side  of  Sugar- 
loaf  mountain,  in  Green  township.  Overlaying  the  shale  of  the 
Waverly  is  what  is  called  the  Upper  Waverly,  including  everything 
between  the  Waverly  slate  and  the  coal  bearing  series.  This  is  the 
surface  rock  of  a large  part  of  the  county,  and  is  as  much  as  425 
feet  thick  in  the  extreme.  In  Liberty  and  Jefferson  it  is  much 
reduced  in  thickness,  and  its  place  taken  largely  by  the  carboniferous 
conglomerate,  as  in  the  adjacent  districts  of  Pike  and  Jackson  coun- 
ties. Single  sections  of  the  series,  of  considerable  interest,  are  to 
be  found  in  Mount  Logan,  Sugarloaf  mountain,  Rattlesnake  knob 
and  the  high  points  of  Huntington  and  Franklin. 

The  outcrop  of  rock  on  the  south  bank  of  Stony  creek,  near  its 
mouth,  is  of  very  great  interest,  showing  25  feet  of  the  Waverly 
shales;  above  them  the  Waverly  quarry  courses,  about  six  feet  thick, 
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but  of  the  worthless  sort;  and  above  that  twenty-seven  feet  of  the 
Waverly  black  slate,  the  heaviest  section  known  in  southern  Ohio. 
Above  this  slate  is  the  Buena  Vista  beds  of  quarry  stone,  and  yet 
above,  a layer  of  quartz  pebbles  called  the  Waverly  conglomerate, 
observed  in  very  few  other  places  on  the  west  side  of  the  Scioto. 
Its  outcrop  here  is  within  sight  of  the  great  wall  of  carboniferous 
conglomerate  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  but  it  belongs  to  a much 
earlier  period,  and  is  the  most  eastern  appearance  of  a great  con- 
glomerate deposit  important  in  more  western  and  northern  parts  of 
the  State.  The  remainder  of  the  Waverly  series  consists,  for  three 
hundred  feet,  of  beds  of  shale,  holding  great  quantities  of  flattish 
concretions,  which  contain  a clayey  center  covered  with  a thin  blos- 
som of  iron  ore.  Thin  courses  of  a light  brown  sandstone  also  occur, 
but  not  sufficient  for  quarrying  purposes. 

Long  after  Boss  county  was  raised  above  the  sea,  as  a sort  of 
plain,  topped  bv  the  ocean  rippled  shales  of  the  Waverly  series; 
long  after  the  depressions  and  up-raisings  that  accompanied  the 
deposit  of  the  carboniferous  or  coal  bearing  rocks  to  the  eastward ; 
and  long  after  the  streams  of  that  ancient  time  had  cut  away  the 
rocks  to  form  the  valleys  nearly  as  they  are  today,  throughout  a 
period  of  erosion  when  the  Alleghany  mountains  were  reduced  from 
a height  of  five  miles  to  something  near  their  present  modest  alti- 
tudes— after  all  this,  the  ice  age  came  and  covered  the  greater  part 
of  Ohio  with  a glacier  sheet,  which,  as  has  been  stated,  foimd  its 
southern  limit  in  a line  through  Boss  county.  A part  of  the  county 
has  the  same  glacial  history  as  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  while 
the  larger  portion  is  to  be  classified  with  the  southward  country  over 
which  the  ice  never  passed.  The  boundary  passes  through  the 
northern  half  of  Colerain  township  not  far  south  of  the  line  of  the 
Adelplii  and  Chillicothe  pike  and  leaves  all  of  Green  township  to 
the  northward.  West  of  the  river  it  coincides  in  a general  way  with 
the  Chillicothe  and  Greenfield  pike,  but  passing  two  or  three  miles 
below  it  on  the  west  side  of  Buckskin  township.  To  the  north  of 
this  line  there  are  occasional  summits  that  stood  above  the  glaciers, 
but  the  clay  and  bowlders  that  mark  the  drift  overlie  all  the  ordinary 
high  land  of  the  country  in  that  part. 

“The  boundary  is  shown  with  great  distinctness  in  Colerain  town- 
ship. A very  instructive  view  can  be  obtained  by  following  the 
eastern  road  leading  from  Mooresville  to  Adelphi.  Ascending  a 
branch  of  Walnut  creek,  the  native  rocks  are  shown  in  more  or  less 
extensive  sections  on  every  hand,  and  the  soils  are  seen  by  all  their 
characteristics  to  have  been  formed  where  thev  now  lie  by  the 
weathering  and  disintegration  of  these  rocks.  The  banks  of  the 
stream  approach  each  other  more  and  more  closely,  until  at  last  the 
road  is  shut  within  a narrow  valley,  above  which  rise,  on  either  side, 
steep  hills  of  sandstone  and  shale.  The  gorge  proves  to  be  a pass, 
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and  after  a rapid  ascent  an  open  country  is  reached  which  differs  in 
a very  marked  degree  from  that  left  behind.  A broad  valley,  filled 
with  gravel  and  clay,  and  dotted  with  bowlders,  is  found  at  a high 
level ; the  native  rocks  are  so  well  covered  that  no  clue  to  their  com- 
position is  furnished,  and  rounded  outlines  prevail  in  all  of  the 
scenery,  instead  of  the  angular  contour  observed  before.,  The  gravel 
and  clay  contain  a considerable  quantity  of  limestone  pebbles  and 
bowlders,  and  thus  the  land  comes  to  be  known  as  limestone 
land.  Its  natural  vegetation  and  its  agricultural  capacities  are  as 
sharply  distinguished  from  those  of  the  lands  on  the  other  sides  of 
the  hills  as  is  the  scenery.  A great  improvement  is  at  once  visible 
in  the  farm  buildings,  the  quality  of  which  is  determined,  in  a gen- 
eral way,  by  the  fertility  of  the  soil.  On  looking  back  after  passing 
a mile  or  two  to  the  northward,  the  explanation  comes  clearly  to 
view.  The  drift  stream  was  stopped  by  this  range  of  hills,  against 
the  nothern  slopes  of  which  these  heavy,  beds  of  clay  and  gravel  are 
piled.  In  other  words,  these  hills  form  in  their  sinuous  outlines  the 
boundaries  of  the  true  glacial  drift.  Sugarloaf  mountain  forms 
the  most  western  extension  of  this  series  of  hills  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river,  and  bowlders  are  found  half  wav  up  its  northern  slope.” 
Another  remarkable  appearance  due  to  the  drift  is  the  change  of 
course  of  Paint  creek.  Going  east  on  the  Hillsboro  and  Chillieothe 
turnpike  from  the  western  boundary  of  the  county,  one  passes  along 
the  broad  and  fruitful  valley  of  Paint  creek,  perfectly  defined  by 
ranges  of  hills  about  five  hundred  feet  in  height.  The  northern 
wall  is  broken  for  the  entrance  of  several  tributaries,  such  as  Buck- 
skin and  Twin  creeks,  but.  the  line  of  the  southern  wall  of  the  valley 
is  hardly  interrupted.  After  the  pike  crosses  the  stream  below 
.Bainbridge,  the  creek  is  never  out  of  sight,  for  ten  miles.  Then  it 
suddenly  disappears  from  its  old  time  valley,  which  the  road  con- 
tinues to  follow,  and  disappears  from  the  traveler,  and  one  looks  in 
vain  for  such  a great  notch  in  the  southern  wall  of  the  valley  as  it 
would  have  cut  under  ordinary  conditions.  But  if  the  traveler  will 
leave  the  road  and  follow  the  creek  he  will  find  that  it  cuts  its  way 
through  the  southern  wall  by  a narrow  chasm,  not  more  than  two 
hundred  feet  wide  at  the  base,  and  bounded  by  precipitous  rocks 
three  hundred  feet  high.  After  flowing  southeast  about  three  miles, 
it  turns  to  the  northeast  and  regains  its  old  valley  two  miles  west  of 
Chillieothe.  The  explanation,  as  given  bv  Professor  Orton,  is  that 
the  valley  of  the  North  Fork  was  occupied  by  one  of  the  most  south- 
ern prolongations  of  the  ice  sheet.  Its  course  makes  this  likely,  for 
it  lies  in  the  general  direction  of  the  ice  progression,  southeastwardly, 
while  the  course  of  the  main  creek  would  be  free  from  ice.  Conse- 
quently, as  the  ice  began  to  finally  recede,  the  main  valley  of  Paint 
creek  was  a raging  torrent,  while  the  ice  of  the  North  Fork  acted  as 
a dam  to  check  the  flow  toward  the  Scioto  and  formed  a lake  that, 
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as  it  filled,  found  an  outlet  in  some  depression  in  the  south  wall  of 
the  valley,  and  a stream  began  that  rapidly  cut  a deep  channel  in  the 
soft  rock.  When  the  ice  dam  disappeared,  the  new  channel  was  so 
thoroughly  established  that  though  the  valley  is  continuous,  the  creek 
for  a few  miles  abandons  it 

The  soils  of  Boss  county  south  of  the  drift,  that  are  formed  by  the 
decomposition  of  the  native  rock,  are  of  a high  degree  of  excellence 
in  the  uplands  as  well  as  in  the  valleys.  They  naturally  contain 
large  quantities  of  phosphate  of  lime,  and  potash  and  soda,  and  their 
value  was  shown  in  early  times  by  the  luxuriant  growth  of  timber. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  much  land  rated  unproductive,  only  awaits 
more  intelligent  tillage. 

The  Scioto  bottoms,  in  four  series,  contain  very  desirable  lands. 
The  first  and  second  bottoms,  the  lands  overflowed  at  every  flood  and 
those  covered  only  at  exceptional  high  water,  furnish  as  good  corn 
land  as  may  be  found  in  Ohio,  and  the  first  bottoms,  at  least,  receive 
an  annual  deposit  of  new  soil.  The  higher  terraces  are  not  so 
renewed,  but  were  very  productive  in  early  times,  and  though  now 
showing  some  signs  of  exhaustion,  respond  abundantly  to  the  ordi- 
nary treatment  of  the  intelligent  farmer. 

Where  the  Huron  shales  are  exposed  there  is  a thin  soil,  charac- 
terized in  a state  of  nature  by  forests  of  chestnut  and  Spanish  oak. 
Fruit  trees  will  thrive  on  these  slates,  but  grasses  and  cereals  cannot 
be  profitably  grown.  The  weathering  of  the  shales  deposit  in  the 
valleys  a stubborn  clay,  that,  while  fertile,  is  very  hard  to  work. 
Generally,  when  the  shale  lands  are  stripped  of  forest  the  hillsides 
become  almost  a desert.  But  the  Waverly  soils,  light  colored,  and 
often  classed  as  light  in  character  but  more  generally  clayey  and 
strong,  are  fertile  and  will  respond  generously  for  a long  time  to  the 
intelligent  efforts  of  the  farmer  who  recognizes  that  he  is  continually 
taking  from  the  soil  something  that  must  be  replaced  by  fertilizers 
or  rotation  of  crops. 

The  areas  covered  by  the  drift,  furnish  far  more  varied  and  fruitful 
soils  than  the  native  rocks.  The  lands  of  this  division  in  Boss 
county  take  their  place  among  the  best  lands  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

The  data  of  the  development  of  agriculture  in  Boss  county  is  the 
life  story  of  the  pioneers  who  cleared  away  the  forests,  and  of  the 
sturdy  and  faithful  workers  who  have  been  their  successors.  Con- 
cerning them,  much  information  is  given  in  the  township  chapters  of 
this  work.  What  has  been  achieved  in  the  century,  as  well  as  what 
are  the  principal  lines  of  farm  work,  are  told  in  the  figures  of  the 
crops  of  the  present,  according  to  the  statistics  of  the  year  1900. 

The  great  crop  of  Boss  county  is  corn,  to  which  61,241  acres  were 
devoted  in  the  spring  of  1900.  The  crop  varies  from  something  less 
than  two  million  bushels  to  over  three;  in  1896,  the  greatest  crop  of 
recent  years,  it  was  3,160,000  bushels.  The  wheat  crop  comes  next, 
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and  this  cereal  does  best  in  the  drift  lands  of  the  northern  part  of 
the  county.  In  fact,  the  glacial  drift  throughout  the  Old  North- 
west territory  makes  possible  the  great  wheat  crops  and  the  wealth 
of  the  country.  Ross  county  had  nearly  50,000  acres  in  wheat  in 
1900,  and  the  yield  was  635,000  bushels,  according  to  the  estimate 
of  the  local  statisticians.  The  smallest  wheat  crop  in  recent  years 
was  330,000  bushels  in  1896,  and  the  largest  885,000  in  1894. 
Nearly  twenty  thousand  acres  are  devoted  to  meadow  hay,  with  a 
product  of  over  ten  thousand  tons,  and  over  7,500  acres  to -clover, 
with  a yield  of  over  10,000  tons  of  that  sort  of  hay.  These  figures 
are  given  approximately,  as  everyone  is  aware  that  statistical  figures 
of  this  sort  are  no  more  than  approximations  at  the  best.  The  potato 
crop  in  1900  was  about  50,000  bushels,  the  onion  crop  30,000  bushels. 
The  yield  of  oats  was  7,700  bushels,  of  rye  843,  and  of  buckwheat 
223.  The  broom  corn  produced  8,400  pounds  of  broom  material, 
and  there  were  1,600  gallons  of  sorghum  made.  The  maple  syrup 
production  was  estimated  at  3,000  gallons,  and  the  bees  made  six  and 
a quarter  thousand  pounds  of  honey. 

The  fruit  yields  were  estimated  as  follows : One  hundred  thirty 

thousand  bushels  of  apples,  72,000  bushels  of  peaches,  1,400  bushels 
of  pears,  661  bushels  of  cherries,  843  bushels  of  plums,  4,676  bushels 
of  other  small  fruits,  and  20,000  pounds  of  grapes.  Part  of  these 
figures  are  from  the  report  of  1899. 

In  the  way  of  live  stock  the  county  had  6,424  horses,  14,043  cat- 
tle, 17,097  hogs,  7,443  sheep.  The  wool  clip  was  82,044  pounds. 
The  milk  sold  was  184,000  gallons  in  addition  to  that  used  by  owners 
of  cows,  and  over  300,000  pounds  of  butter  were  made.  The  eggs 
gathered  were  estimated  at  388,571  dozen. 

In  1894  Ross  county  reported  27,000  pounds  of  tobacco  grown, 
but  this  industry,  it  appears,  has  been  abandoned  since  then. 

According  to  the  figures  of  the  state  board  of  equalization  of  taxes, 
there  are  169,829  acres  of  meadow,  pasture  and  arable  land  ; 120,949 
acres  of  woodland  and  meadows,  etc.,  uncultivated,  and  131,745 
acres  besides  classed  as  uncultivated,  making  a total  of  422,523  acres 
of  farm  lands,  which  were  assigned  a value  for  taxation  by  the  state 
board  of  $8,518,629. 

The  cattle  business  in  the  west  had  its  origin  and  rise  in  Ross 
county  and  the  Scioto  valley,  and  the  first  livestock  imported  into 
the  Northwest  Territory  was  brought  to  Chillicothe.  The  first 
improvement  in  the  native  herds  was  through  the  thrift  and  enter- 
prise of  Matthew  Patton,  a pioneer  of  Liberty  township.  He 
removed  from  Hardy  county,  Virginia,  to  Kentucky,  about  1793, 
taking  with  him  a few  head  of  the  celebrated  “Patton”  stock,  so 
well  known  in  Ross  county  in  later  years.  They  were  English  cat- 
tle, imported  into  Maryland  by  a Mr.  Godd,  in  1783,  and  purchased 
of  him  bv  Mr.  Patton  before  leaving  his  native  state.  The  Pattons 
and  Renicks  lived  on  adjoining  farms  in  Liberty  township,  where 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


136 


THE  COUNTY  OF  ROSS. 


Mr.  Patton  died  about  1803.  At  the  administrator’s  sal©  following 
his  death,  George  and  Felix  Renick  purchased  the  entire  herd  of 
blooded  cattle  then  owned  by  the  Patton  estate.  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  extensive  and  successful  cattle  business  in  which  the 
Renicks  achieved  a State-wide  reputation.  For  some  years  previous 
to  this,  however,  the  improved  strains  of  cattle  and  hogs  introduced 
by  John  Patton  had  commenced  to  create  an  interest  in  the  general 
stock  business,  and  people  were  looking  about  for  a market.  The 
Alleghenies  were  between  them  and  the  eastern  markets,  and  the 
western  markets  were  not  yet  developed.  The  “flat  boat”  route  to 
Few  Orleans  was  tedious,  perilous,  and,  withal,  inadequate. 

It  was  at  this  point  that  George  Renick  solved  the  problem,  and 
demonstrated  the  possibility  of  driving  cattle  across  the  mountains, 
and  placing  them  upon  the  eastern  markets.  This  achievement 
stimulated  the  stock  business  in  the  Scioto  valley,  and  practically 
launched  a new  and  profitable  industry.  The  high  standard  of  excel- 
lence maintained  in  the  product  gave  the  Scioto  cattle  the  preference 
over  the  ordinary,  poorly-fattened  stock  of  the  east,  and  established 
an  industry  which  flourished  for  many  years. 

The  first  herd  of  cattle  ever  driven  across  the  Allegheny  moun- 
tains was  taken  to  the  Baltimore  market,  in  1804,  by  George  Renick. 
The  “experiment”  proving  a success,  the  traffic  was  kept  up  until 
steam  navigation  rendered  it  unnecessary.  It  is  due  the  Renicks  to 
state  that  they  did  more  to  improve  the  stock  and  grade  of  cattle  in 
Ross  county  during  their  active  years  in  the  industry  than  any  other 
stock  raisers,  and  it  would  not  be  far  from  the  truth  to  put  it  “all 
others.”  As  the  years  passed,  they  introduceed  the  newer  strains, 
and  gave  all  a fair  test.  They  even  went  to  Texas  and  imported 
two  or  three  herds  of  the  native  stock  from  that  state,  with  a view  to 
• determining  the  question  of  crossing  with  higher  bred  stock.  But 
the  southern  cattle  did  not  thrive  well,  and  were  subject  to  epidemic 
diseases  "which  rendered  their  keeping  unprofitable.  Felix  Renick 
was  the  organizer  and  systematizer  in  the  business,  and  his  popu- 
larity as  a capable  and  successful  man  of  affairs  gave  prominence 
and  standing  to  the  young  industry,  and  engaged  the  sympathy  and 
co-operation  of  others.  lie  was  in  many  ways  a remarkable  man, 
who  filled  some  important  positions  of  usefulness  and  responsibility. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  associate  judges  of  Ross  county.  Mr.  Renick 
was  a man  of  broad  culture,  a careful  student,  fluent  speaker  and 
writer,  and,  with  his  other  accomplishments,  he  was  a surveyor,  in 
v ich  capacity  he  made  a historical  map  of  the  Indian  towns  on 
Fickaway  plains.  In  1834  he  organized  the  Ohio  Importing  com- 
pany, which  came  into  existence  for  the  purpose  of  importing  thor- 
oughbred  stock  from  England  and  other  foreign  countries. 

Ihe  first  regular  stock  sale  in  Ohio  was  held  on  the  Felix  Renick 

arm,  October  26,  1835.  He  met  his  death  by  accident  in  1848,  at 
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the  age  of  seventy-seven.,  George  Renick  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-seven.  He,  like  his  brother  Felix,  was  born  in  Hardin 
county,  Va.  He  came  to  Ohio  in  1797,  but  did  not  finally  locate 
until  1802.  In  the  fall  of  the  year  last  written  he  opened  up  the 
largest  stock  of  general  merchandise  then  in  Chillicothe.  He  con- 
tinued this  business  for  six  years,  though  at  the  same  time  giving 
attention  to  his  extensive  landed  estate  and  in  developing*  the  stock 
industry.  But  in  1808  he  disposed  of  his  mercantile  interests  and 
retired  to  his  farm  in  Liberty  township,  devoting  such  time  and 
energy  as  precarious  health  would  permit  to  the  development  of  the 
live  stock  interests.  lie  gave  careful  attention  to  the  rearing  of  all 
kinds  of  fine  blooded  domestic  animals,  notably  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs.  About  181 G he  sold  off  his  stock,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
favorite  animals,  and  removed  to  a farm  which  he  had  purchased  in 
Kentucky,  thinking  thereby  to  benefit  his  failing  health ; but  the 
change  did  not  have  the  desired  effect,  and  he  returned  to  Ross 
county  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  and  here  ended  his  days.  After 
his  return  from  Kentucky,  Mr.  Renick  gave  special  attention  to  the 
cattle  business,  and  it  is  said  that  he  raised  some  of  the  largest  ani- 
mals of  their  kind  that  have  ever  been  produced  in  any  country. 

George  Renick  was  a man  highly  conscientious,  moral,  benevolent, 
public  spirited,  extremely  modest  and  unassuming,  of  unblemished 
honor  and  integrity.  The  only  political  office  which  he  could  ever 
be  induced  to  accept  was  that  of  presidential  elector  during  the  candi- 
dacy of  his  early  personal  friend,  Ilenry  Clay. 

A sample  of  stock  growing  that  was  famous  in  1S29  was  the 
“Indian  Creek  Ox,”  raised  by  Messrs.  Ilufnagle  and  Ilukill,  which 
was  5 feet  5 inches  high,  11  feet  9 inches  from  nose  to  root  of  tail 
and  weighed  2,800  pounds.  The  animal  was  a part  of  a procession 
on  Washington's  birthday  that  year,  along  with  Capt.  Ned  King's 
Chillicothe  Blues  and  Captain  Madeira’s  Light  Dragoons. 

The  first  cattle  show  was  given  on  November  3,  1819,  in  a field 
just  south  of  Chillicothe,  and  it  attracted  people  from  Kentucky, 
Indiana,  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  for  Scioto  cattle  were  already 
famous.  The  committee  on  premiums  was  Humphrey  Fullerton, 
Isaac  Davis,  Ilenry  Massie,  Michael  Alkire,  William  Creighton,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Kearns  and  John  Pancake.  George  Renick  won  the  sil- 
ver cups  offered  for  the  best  fat  steer  and  the  best  gelding,  Felix 
Renick  the  cup  for  the  best  cow,  and  William  Renick  the  cup  for  the 
best  heifer.  Other  premiums  and  honorable  mention  were  obtained 
by  James  A.  Scranton*,  J.  B.  Finley,  Jonathan  Renick,  Thomas 
Worthington,  M.  Ilufnagle  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Armstrong.  When  the 
glory  had  been  distributed  all  sat  down  to  a feast  prepared  by  Daniel 
Madeira  under  a bower. 

George  and  Felix  Renick  were  the  prime  movers  in  this  enterprise, 
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and  were  prominent  also  in  the  organization  of  the  Ross  County 
Agricultural  society  in  1821.  In  October  of  that  year  the  society 
gave  its  first  regular  fair.  Prizes  were  offered  for  the  best  home- 
made broadcloth,  satinet,  flannel,  flax,  linen,  cotton  cloth,  wool  and 
cotton  yarn,  a fact  that  throws  some  light  upon  the  extent  of  home 
manufacture  at  that  date.  Specimens  of  corn  and  wheat  in  sack 
were  not  called  for,  but  prizes  given  to  the  best  acre,  to  be  inspected 
by  the  judges,  corn  to  be  not  less  than  a hundred  bushels  to  the  acre 
and  wheat  not  less  than  forty. 

This  early  organization  ceased  to  be  in  the  course  of  years,  and 
was  succeeded  by  the  second  Ross  County  Agricultural  society, 
organized  June  28,  1833,  with  George  Renick  as  president;  James 
Voss,  vice  president;  Felix  Renick,  corresponding  secretary;  N.  W. 
Thatcher,  recording  secretary;  Nathan  Sawyer,  secretary;  Duncan 
McArthur,  Richard  R.  Seymour,  John  Crouse,  Jr.,  John  McNeil, 
John  Foster,  E.  J.  Harness,  Dennis  McConnell,  A.  Hegler,  John 
Mace  and  William  Clark,  managers.  Fairs  were  held  with  consid- 
erable success  for  several  years.  Out  of  the  organization  grew  the 
Ohio  Importing  company,  formed  in  1834,  for  the  purpose  of  bring* 
ing  fine  cattle  from  England,  which  exhibited  cattle  at  the  fair  of 
1835 

This  was  followed  by  the  first  regular  stock  sale  in  Ohio,  at  the 
Indian  Creek  farm  of  Felix  Renick,  October  26,  1835.  In  1852 
George  W.  Renick  and  Dr.  Watts  visited  Europe  in  behalf  of  the 
Importing  pompany,  to  purchase  fine  stock. 

In  the  fair  of  1835  Wesley  Claypoole  took  the  second  premium  for 
129 bushels  of  corn  upon  an  acre  of  land. 

The  third  organization  of  a county  agricultural  society  was  at  the 
Madeira  House,  August  17,  1846,  at  which  W.  Marshall  Anderson 
was  elected  president;  Alex  Renick,  vice  president;  William  H. 
Douglas,  secretary ; R.  W.  Burbridge,  secretary ; Dennis  McConnell, 
Jeptha  Perrill,  William  Welsh,  John  Foster  and  Nathan  Gillilan, 
directors.  The  first  fair  of  the  new  society  was  held  October  14- 
15,  1846,  at  the  Sugar  grove,  where  a school  building  was  afterward 
erected,  and  in  the  market  house,  and  a dinner  at  the  Madeira  house 
was  an  attractive  feature.  The  society  bought  grounds,  but  the 
financial  burden  became  too  great  for  it  to  carry,  and  the  enterprise 
failed. 

Then  again,  in  1870,  another  agricultural  society  was  organized, 
with  L.  G.  Delano  as  president;  Samuel  H.  Hurst,  vice  president; 
Philip  Griffin,  secretary;  Addison  Pearson,  secretary.  The  mana- 
gers were  Samuel  Kendrick,  Dr.  William  Waddle,  Alexander 
Renick,  Janies  Ewing,  Joseph  McConnell,  S.  IT.  Hurst,  Uriah 
Beets,  M.  Lewis,  Samuel  Cline,  Thomas  Murray,  John  Woodbridge, 
A.  W.  Seymour,  David  Shotts,  Samuel  R.  Posey,  James  Davis,  Sol- 
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omon  DuBois,  Thomas  Griffin,  Levi  Buchwalter,  Jacob  H.  Cryder, 
Daniel  Clymer.  This  organization,  with  changes  in  personnel  from 
year  to  year,  maintained  successful  fairs  until  1900,  when  the  last 
one  was  held. 

The  Chillicothe  Horticultural  society,  organized  in  1859,  gave 
exhibitions  of  the  fruit  of  the  county  that  were  very  creditable.  The 
presidents,  during  the  life  of  the  organization,  were  John  S.  Van- 
Meter,  Dr.  William  Waddle,  Dr.  Thomas  Miesse,  and  Jacob  Wolf. 
In  1869  the  second  society  of  the  same  name  was  organized,  Dr. 
D.  H.  Scott  as  president  and  Benjamin  F.  Stone,  secretary,  and  by 
regular  monthly  meetings,  in  which  papers  were  read  upon  the  grow- 
ing of  fruits,  flowers  and  vegetables,  much  interest  was  excited  in 
that  branch  of  industry  and  recreation.  Dr.  Scott  served  as  presi- 
dent until  1873,  when  Gen.  Samuel  H.  Hurst  was  made  president 
and  Gen.  James  T.  Worthington,  vice  president,  offices  they  held  for 
about  five  years,  when  the  society  by  common  consent  disbanded. 
However,  there  are  large  horticultural  interests  in  the  county  and 
much  attention  is  given  to  the  growing  of  fruits,  especially  in  the 
hilly  portions  of  the  county. 

Dr.  Samuel  McAdow,  the  pioneer  physician,  was  a very  successful 
horticulturist,  and  the  first  to  introduce  budding  at  Chillicothe.  He 
originated  fruit  trees  that  bore  abundantly  for  sixty  years.  His 
son,  Dr.  Samuel  McAdow,  Jr.,  originated  a cherry,  called  the 
McAdow  seedling,  that  has  been  extensively  grown. 

A grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  was  organized  at  Chilli- 
cothe in  1873,  the  principal  movers  being  W.  A.  Jones,  S.  H.  Hurst, 
I.  J.  Finley,  A.  D.  Roberts,  Allen  Karschner,  P.  A.  Rodes,  Jere- 
miah McConnell,  Seth  Fuller  and  Taylor  S.  Moore. 

W.  A.  Jones,  of  Twin  township,  was  one  of  the  noted  stock  dealers. 
As  early  as  1868  he  organized  the  Paint  Valley  Stock  association, 
which  held  monthly  sales  at  Boumeville  for  a number  of  years. 

William  L.  Miller,  of  Chillicothe,  is  prominent  among  the  live 
stock  men  of  the  present  day,  and  is  honored  with  a membership  in 
the  State  board  of  live  stock  commissioners. 

Lincoln  G.  Delano,  grandson  of  an  Ohio  pioneer  and  member  of 
a prominent  family,  was  for  a long  time  one  of  the  most  noted 
breeders  of  horses  in  Ohio.  For  a quarter-century  prior  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  January,  1890,  he  conducted  the  Kinnikinnick 
stock  farm  in  Green  township,  and  gave  his  attention  mainly  to  trot- 
ting horses  of  the  Hambletonian  strain.  Two  of  his  most  noted 
products  were  “Referee”  and  “Royal  Pilot.”  Mr.  Delano  also  gave 
much  time  to  the  general  interests  of  agriculture  and  stock  raising 
as  president  of  the  Ross  County  Agricultural  society  and  president 
of  the  Scioto  Valley  fair  grounds  company.  Bv  appointment  of 
Governor  Allen  he  served  one  term  as  railroad  commissioner  of  Ohio. 
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He  was  a man  of  liappy  nature  and  congenial  spirit,  and  had  many 
friends  in  the  Scioto  valley  and  the  State. 

Daniel  J.  Crouse,  familiarly  known  as  “.Terry,”  was  a descendant 
of  a family  noted  in  the  industrial  history  of  Ross  county,  and  else- 
where mentioned.  lie  was  prominent  in  milling  as  well  as  stock 
raising.  From  1845  to  1854,  in  association  with  his  cousin,  John 
Entrekin,  he  dealt  extensively  in  cattle,  driving  large  herds  over  the 
mountains  to  the  east.  Later  he  gave  much  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  running  horses  from  the  best  Kentucky  stock,  and  bred  some 
horses,  notably  “Uhillicothc”  and  “Revolver,”  that  were  among  the 
fastest  of  their  class.  A colt  from  his  stable,  which  was  located  on 
his  farm  in  Green  township,  the  one  known  as  “Gray  Planet,  ’ sold 
to  Daniel  Harness  for  $10,000.  Mr.  Crouse  was  a man  of  excellent 
habits  and  steady  character,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  all  his 
associates,  this  being  shown  notably  by  his  selection  as  starter  for 
several  of  the  great  eastern  racing  associations.  In  1863,  lie  was 
elected,  as  a Union  man  of  the  Democratic  party,  to  the  lower  house 
of' the  legislature.  He  died  May  27,  1805. 

Daniel  Harness,  another  noted  horse  breeder,  born  in  Hardy 
county,  Va.,  in  March,  1823,  was  of  a family  devoted  through  sev- 
eral generations  to  the  development  of  fine  blooded  horses.  After 
he  came  to  Ross  county,  about  1845,  he  made  himself  famous  by  the 
colts  he  sent  out  to  the  racing  fields.  Among  these  “Boston, 
“Meteor/’  and  “Sumter”  were  among  the  most  noted  in  the  early 
days  of  his  career.  About  ten  years  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1002,  he  introduced  “Caress”  to  the  attention  of  the 
public,  and  followed  this  favorite  with  the  famous  “Imp,”  who  made 
her  great  record  in  the  year  1000,  winning  both  the  Brighton  and 
Suburban  handicaps,  with  the  time  of  2 :05  2-5.  Mr.  Harness  was 
a man  of  plain  habits,  hospitable  and  generous,  and  had  a host  of 
friends  throughout  the  country. 

In  1802  the  Chillicothe  Driving  Park  association  was  organized, 
mainly  bv  W.  D.  Fullerton,  F./  M.  DeWeese,  C.  A.  Smith,  G.  H. 
Smith,  and  Richard  Enderlin.  The  association  bought  a tract  of 
land  on  the  high  bank  above  the  river,  northeast  of  the  city  park,  and 
built  a mile  track,  kite-shaped,  the  second  one  of  the  kind  in  the 
country.  The  best  harness  horses  in  the  United  States  were  brought 
to  this  track,  and  famous  races  were  held,  but  the  people  did  not 
appreciate  'harness  racing,  the  records  made  on  the  “kite”  were  not 
accepted  by  the  American  Trotting  association,  and  after  three  years 
the  meets  were  discontinued.  In  1894,  “Flying  Jib,”  the  pacer, 
made  a record  with  a running  mate  of  1 :58U>  on  this  track,  the  fast- 
est mile  ever  made  by  a harness  performer. 

The  breeding  of  horses  is  a characteristic  of  Ross  county,  and-  it 
is  deserving  of  note  that  that  other  faithful  servant  of  man,  the  dog, 
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has  been  given  attention  from  the  earliest  days.  There  is  an  inter- 
esting account  of  pioneer  Ross  county  dogs  given  by  Dr.  N*.  E.  Jones, 
in  his  “Squirrel  Hunters  of  Ohio,”  published  in  1898.  “Most 
descendants  of  Virginia,”  he  says,  “however  destitute  in  other 
respects,  had  their  packs  of  hounds,  and  the  good  people  and  the  bet- 
ter, the  poor  and  the  poorer,  mingled  alike'  in  the  exciting  sport  of 
the  chase.  The  pedigrees,  qualities  and  performances  of  the  ‘lead 
dogs’  of  different  owners  were  known  over  the  country,  and  the  com- 
parative merits  were  frequently  subjects  of  warm  discussion  and 
knock-down  arguments.  Many  trips  were  made  on  horseback 
through  the  wilderness  to  South  Branch  or  other  points  in  Virginia, 
on  pretext  of  business,  when  the  real  purpose  was  ‘fresh  blood,’  or 
perhaps  a pack  of  dogs  that  could  take  the  front.  . As  a rule 
the  dogs  of  the  finest  scent  and  the  greatest  endurance  and  speed 
were  bred  in  Ohio.  Such  were  McNeal’s  ‘Nick,’  Jordan’s  ‘Sam,’ 
Anderson’s  ‘Magnet,’  Renick’s  ‘Pluto  the  Swift,’  McDowell’s  ‘Yelp,’ 
Colonel  Vause’s  ‘Clinch,’  and  a host  of  others  that  never  saw  a 
‘bench-show,’  but  were  awarded  the  highest  praises  by  men  who  filled 
their  places  as  well  in  the  chase  as  many  of  them  did  important  pub- 
lic positions  in  after  life.”  Dr.  Jones  recalls  the  memorable  day 
when  Colonel  Vause’s  little  blue  hound,  “Clinch,”  chased  a deer  so 
hotly  that  the  confused  animal  took  refuge  in  the  open  jail  at  Chilli- 
cothe.  But  none  were  so  famous,  he  says,  as  James  Gibbs’  “Stray 
Pup,”  which  came  from  no  one  knew  where,  and  proved  to  be  a 
marvel  in  carrying  a cold  trail,  and  had  a voice  like  an  Alpine  horn. 
“He  could  be  distinctly  heard  across  the  great  valley  bounded  east 
by  the  Rattlesnake  and  west  by  Patton  and  Stone  Monument  hills, 
a distance  of  more  than  five  miles  in  an  air  line.”  One  day  twenty 
gentlemen,  among  them  Allen  G.  Thurman,  took  this  dog  out  in  a 
sort  of  competitive  hunt,  with  eleven  other  dogs,  the  pick  of  the  state, 
and  the  “stray  pup”  led  them  all  day  on  a fox  trail  ten  hours  cold, 
and  ran  down  the  fox. 

The  first  efforts  of  the  pioneers  were,  of  course,  after  providing  a 
shelter,  to  raise  something  to  eat.  There  was  game  in  abundance — 
venison,  wild  turkey  and  bear  meat  Corn  was  the  great  cereal 
crop,  and  out  of  it  was  made  a coarse  meal  and  corn  bread,  and  a good 
deal  of  whiskey.  Wheat  was  grown,  and  in  time  took  the  place  of 
corn  as  an  article  of  human  food.  Potatoes  were  easily  grown  but 
were  not  so  popular  then  as  now.  Fruit  was,  of  course,  very  rare  at 
first,  but  there  was  an  abundance  of  wild  berries  which  served  very 
well. 

Xext  to  food  the  great  necessity  was  clothing,  and  it  was  no  small 
task  to  obtain  it  from  over  the  mountains  unless  one  were  content 
with  what  the  new  country  afforded.  The  home  manufacture  of 
buckskin  clothes  was  very  common,  as  well  as  the  weaving  of  flax 
shirts.  A suit  of  buckskin  over  a flax  shirt  was  considered  full  dress, 
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except  for  the  dandies  or  the  city  men  of  imposing  rank  and.  station. 
Buckskin  was  also  the  material  for  moccasins  until  tanneries  were 
introduced,  and  men  skillful  in  the  handling  of  the  skins  went  from 
cabin  to  cabin  to  make  footwear  for  the  people. 

Following  these  most  primitive  manufactures  came  the  production 
of  woolen  yam  and  cloth,  cotton  factories  to  manufacture  the  South- 
ern bales  that  came  up  the  river,  flouring  and  saw  mills,  nail  mills 

and  forges.  . 

The  pioneer  farmers  themselves  engaged  in  the  manufacture  ot 
corn  meal,  using  what  was  facetiously  termed  the  “Armstrong”  mill. 

A solid  stump  was  cut  square  on  the  top  and  a cavity  burned  out  m 
it,  and  when  cleaned  out  this  became  the  mortar,  in  which  com.  was 
put  and  vigorously  poimded.  The  product  was  sifted  through  sieves 
made  by  stretching  deer  hides,  when  green,  over  hoops,  and  punc- 
turing with  small  holes  when  dry.  Coffee  mills  of  good  size  were 
brought  into  Ohio  by  many  settlers,  and  some  member  of  the  family 
was  kept  busy  at  the  grinding.  „ 

The  first  water  power  mills  of  the  settlers  were  “com  crackers 
supported  by  two  large  canoes  anchored  in  some  stream  where  the 
current  was  rapid.  Between  the  boats  was  left  a shoot  for  the  water, 
in  which  the  water  wheel  hung  and  revolved.  There  was  such  a mill 
at  the  head  of  a small  island  opposite  the  mouth  of  Stony  creek, 
built  by  Mr.  Stanbury,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  first  mill  on  the 
Scioto. 

Water  power  was,  of  course,  mainly  depended  upon  for  the  early 
industries.  Consequently  they  clustered  mainly  along  such  streams 
as  Paint  creek,  Salt  creek  and  Kinnikinnick.  These  pioneer  enter- 
prises are  described  in  the  township  chapters,  but  some  of  them  may 
here  be  briefly  mentioned. 

In  1797  Henry  Zimmerman  built  near  the  mouth  of  Beech  run, 
a tributary  of  Salt  creek,  a small  saw  mill  and  com  mill.  General 
Massie  helped  Jacob  and  Enoch  Smith  build  a dam  at  the  falls  of 
Paint  creek  in  1797,  and  built  himself  a small  grist  mill  there  that 
was  run  for  a few  years.  The  grist  mill  built  by  the  Smiths  was  an 
important  enterprise,  and  for  ten  years,  it  is  said,  did  most  of  the 
grinding  of  the  region  embraced  in  Highland  county  as  well  as  that 
in  the  immediate  vicinity.  About  it  a town  was  platted,  that  was 
to  be  known  as  Kew  Amsterdam,  but  which  never  materialized. . 

Henry  Musselman,  coming  from  Kentucky,  built  a log  house  in 
which  he  ran  a grist  mill  as  early  as  1797,  southwest  of  what  is  now 
Hopetown.  It  was  a famous  pioneer  mill  and  the  destination  of 
many  farmers  with  bags  of  grain  loaded  on  their  horses,  to  exchange 
for  grist.  Musselman’s  mill  was  run  by  horse  power,  but  he  after- 
ward greatly  enlarged  his  plant.  About  the  same  time  as  his  enter- 
prise, Governor  Worthington  built  a grist  mill  on  the  north  fork  of 
Paint  creek,  and  William  McCoy  one  on  Kinnikinnick,  and  these 
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three  were  the  first  in  the  county.  Other  mills  were  soon  afterward 
built,  and  Worthington  came  to  the  Kinnikinnick  to  build  a mill  in 
1805,  on  the  Columbus  pike.  John  Crouse,  one  of  the  most  notable 
pioneers  of  the  Scioto  valley,  bought  the  McCoy  mill  upon  his  arrival 
in  1798.  He  was  born  in  Frederick  City,  Md.,  in  1759,  and  died 
in  1847.  His  sons,  John,  Jr.,  and  David,  were  state  senators,  and 
his  descendants  have  honorable  places  in  the  Scioto  valley  today. 

The  Moffett  grist  mill,  begun  in  the  year  1800,  became  the  nucleus 
of  the  town  of  Richmond  Dale.  Francis  and  Bayliss  Nichols  built 
a grist  mill  in  Union  township  about  1800,  and  five  years  later  Gov- 
ernor Tiffin  built  one  on  Deer  creek,  which  was  called  Old  Malden. 
The  Inghams  about  1818  built  a large  three  story  mill  in  the  same 
township,  on  the  river,  which  they  operated  as  a paper  mill  in 
1832-38. 

In  Liberty  township  Alexander  McClintick  built  a grist  mill  and 
still  soon  after  his  settlement  in  1804,  and  kept  them  going  during 
his  lifetime. 

In  1827  John  Morris  and  James  Reese  built  the  Slate  Mills  in 
Twin  township  on  Paint  creek,  which  has  been  an  important  estab- 
lishment for  many  years,  and  is  now  conducted  by  Jacob  Blosser. 

A keel  boat  load  of  flour  was  exported  from  Chillicothe  as  early  as 
1803,  from  Worthington’s  milL  Ten  men  navigated  the  boat  to 
Portsmouth,  and  it  kept  them  busy  getting  safely  through  the  rapids, 
and  three  or  four  men  took  the  load  down  to  New  Orleans,  whence 
they  brought  the  proceeds  home  in  silver,  often  in  danger  of  their 
lives  from  highwaymen.  The  first  steam  flouring  mill  in  Chilli- 
cothe was  built  in  1815  by  Samuel  Finley  and  Drayton  M.  Curtis, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Scioto,  and  they  were  able  to  turn  out  fifty  barrels 
of  flour  a day. 

In  1829  the  keelboats  to  New  Orleans  carried  cargoes  valued  at 
$200,000,  and  the  live  stock  sent  to  eastern  markets  that  year  over- 
land was  estimated  to  be  worth  over  a million  dollars.  The  southern 
exportation  continued  through  all  the  early  years,  and  in  1841  Chil- 
licothe flour  brought  the  highest  price  of  any  in  the  New  Orleans 
and  Havana  market. 

J ust  north  of  the  city  the  Clinton  flouring  mill  was  built  in  about 
1832  by  David  Adams,  and  operated  by  him  until  he  sold  out  to 
Otho  L.  Marifield  during  the  civil  war.  Steam  power  was  introduced 
in  1872.  The  mill,  with  its  storehouse  and  elevator  on  the  canal, 
and  elevators  at  others  places,  and  subsidiary  cooper  shops,  and  its 
fleets  of  canal  boats  bringing  grain  and  carrying  away  flour,  has  been 
for  many  years  one  of  the  main  features  of  Chillicothe  industry. 
When  the  hydraulic  canal  was  completed  about  1837,  a large  grist 
mill  was  erected  upon  it  by  William  Silvev.  The  Emmitt  mill  and 
warehouse,  built  on  the  Ohio  canal  in  1865-66,  are  also  important 
institutions,  and  for  many  years  were  a part,  of  the  many  interests 
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of  Janies  Emmi.tt,  of  Waverly,  son  of  Pennsylvania  Irisli  and  Penn- 
sylvania Dutch  parents,  who  came  to  the  Scioto  valley  a poor  boy  in 
1816,  and  for  a time  was  apprentice  to  a blacksmith  south  of  Chilli- 
cothe,  and  afterward  a teamster  between  Portsmouth  and  Chillicothe. 
The  White  Fawn  mill  was  built  about  1850,  and  has  been  maintained 
successfully  ever  since,  mainly  by  William  Miller. 

.Notable  among  the  present  flouring  mills  of  the  county,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  foregoing,  are  the  mill  of  Henry  Keim  & Son,  on  Fourth 
street,  Chillicothe;  the  Scioto  Mills,  established  iu  1901  at  Chilli- 
cothe, by  Joseph  Kellhofer;  the  mill  of  N.  E.  Kiknocker,  in  Scioto 
township,  south  of  the  city ; the  mill  at  Richmond  Dale,  run  by  H.  W. 
Peppers;  one  at  Vigo,  run  by  A.  1).  Heaton;  and  the  mills  at  Bain- 
bridge,  Frankfort,  Kingston,  Lyndon  and  Austin.  The  Tucson 
mill,  established  about  1843,  was  abandoned  several  years  ago,  but  a 
small  mill  is  now  run  at  the  same  site. 

The  first  iron  working  shop  in  the  county  was  established  by 
'George  Haynes  at  Chillicothe.  He  came  there  in  1798  on  the  invi- 
tation of  Thomas  Worthington  to  assist  in  the  erection  of  mills.  He 
was  a capable  and  honest  workman.  The  hand-forged  iron  work  for 
the  old  Bridge-street  river  bridge  continued  in  excellent  condition 
from  1815  to  1887.  His  descendants  still  live  in  Chillicothe. 

Nathaniel  Massie,  we  are  told,  in  the  year  1800  built  him  a frame 
house  near  Paint  creek  in  Paxton  township,  for  which  all  the  nails 
were  there  forged  with  hammer  and  anvil.  On  his  farm  he  started, 
a little  later,  a furnace  for  the  manufacture  of  iron.  The. Pennsyl- 
vania German  soon  followed  the  Scotch-Irish  Virginian,  and 
Christian  Benner  began  his  saw  mill  and  grist  mill  in  1803,  and  in 
1810  a forge  on  Buckskin  creek  that  finally  developed  into  a woolen 
mill.  In  1809  iron  was  eighteen  cents  a pound  and  nails  twenty-five 
cents,  but  the  forges  in  Ross  county  soon  brought  the  price  down  to 
six  and  seven  cents. 

Richard  Hulitt  built  a saw  and  grist  mill  on  Paint  creek  in  the 
first  years  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  this  was  purchased  about 
1815  by  Thomas  James,  who  believed  that  by  the  investment  of  cap- 
ital the  water  power  might  be  profitably  utilized.  He  built  a race 
and  dam,  and  in  1817  put  the  Rapids  Forge  in  operation.  This 
iron  shop  was  housed  in  a large  building,  and  supplied  with  the  best 
machinery  of  that  day,  making  it  one  of  the  most  important  indus- 
trial enterprises  of  the  Scioto  valley.  But  the  conditions  were  quite 
unfavorable.  Ore  had  to  be  brought  by  teams  from  remote  points, 
the  iron  manufactured  must  be  hauled  in  wagons  twenty-five  miles 
to  the  flat  boats  of  the  Scioto,  and  nothing  was  convenient  but  the 
water  power  and  the  forest  trees  from  which  charcoal  could  be  made. 
Nevertheless  the  industry  was  flourishing  for  a third  of  a century. 
James  presently  organized  a stock  company,  the  Rapids  Forge  com- 
pany, in  which  John  and  James  Woodbridge  were  interested,  and 
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about  1830  the  busiuess  was  extended  to  include  the  manufacture  of 
nails.  The  Woodbridges  finally  ran  the  plant  alone,  and  after  1840 
the  place  was  the  scene  of  great  activity,  the  forge  with  four  power 
hammers  and  four  furnaces  busy ; the  nail  works  running  to  the  full 
capacity ; the  large  grist  mill  and  the  saw  mill  doing  a heavy  busi- 
ness, and  the  company’s  store,  established  in  1828,  in  a thriving  con- 
dition. Misfortune  began  to  arrive  in  1852,  when  Paint  creek 
indulged  in  a flood  and  swept  away  a large  part  of  the  machinery. 
Seven  years  later  the  flouring  mill  burned  down.  Soon  after  that 
the  business  was  abandoned. 

Isaac  Cook,  who  came  with  his  family  to  Buckskin  township  in 
1808,  built  a small  shop  on  his  land  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
nail  manufacturers  in  the  valley.  He  obtained  his  iron  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  and  cut  the  nails  by  a foot-power  machine,  and  when  a suffi- 
cient supply  had  been  accumulated  he  set  out  on  horseback  with  saddle 
bags  filled  with  nails  and  sold  his  products  to  the  settlers.  In  this 
way  the  manufacture  of  nails  was  carried  on  by  several  workmen  in 
various  parts  of  the  county.  Thus  produced,  if  not  toilsomely 
shipped  from  Pennsylvania  or  Kentucky,  nails  commanded  a high 
price.  Alexander  Hawthorn  advertised  in  the  Gazette  of  May  2, 
1802,  that  he  had  nails  for  sale  at  the  following  schedule : 12-penny, 
10  pence  per  pound,  76  nails  to  the  pound;  10-penny,  11  pence  per 
pound,  80  nails  to  the  pound;  8-penny,  12  pence  per  pound,  106 
nails  to  the  pound ; 6-penny,  13  pence  per  pound,  160  nails  to  the 
pound;  5-penny,  18  pence  per  pound,  300  nails  to  the  pound.  In 
1816  there  were  two  nail  factories  in  Chillicothe,  one  on  Water 
street,  owned  by  Joseph  Miller,  the  other  on  Paint,  owned  by  Isaac 
Cook. 

The  foundry  of  William  Welsh  and  A.  C.  Ireland,  established  in 
1852,  was  an  important  concern  in  the  time  of  the  civil  war.  It  was 
famous  for  its  steam  boilers  and  engines,  and  boats  were  sent  to  it 
from  distant  places  to  be  fitted  with  engines  for  use  on  the  rivers  and 
canals.  In  1858  the  foundry  turned  out  the  first  portable  engine 
west  of  the  mountains,  designed  by  Robert  Meiklejohn  and  called  the 
“Martha  Washington.” 

A cotton  mill  was  built  on  the  banks  of  Kinnikinnick  about 
1811,  for  the  manufacture  of  batting  and  yarn,  by  Doolittle  and 
John  Wallace.  In  1812-15  carding  and  woolen  mills  were  estab* 
lished  in  the  same  region  by  Abraham  Eyestone  and  John  Trimble, 
and  a paper  mill  by  David  Crouse,  which  was  first  run  by  Hezekiah 
.and  Isaiah  Ingham,  young  Quakers  from  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  in 
1813.  By  Crouse  and  his  sons,  the  business  was  kept  up  until  1857. 
Another  paper  mill  was  run  for  more  than  twenty  years  on  the  site 
of  the  old  Worthington  mill.  In  1815  a cotton  factory  was  started 
II -10 
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by  Nathan  Gregg,  Archibald  McLean  and  Thomas  Dam  at  the 
northwest  comer  of  Main  and  Walnut  streets,  in  Chillicothe. 

A cotton  and  woolen  factory  was  built  prior  to  1820  on  the  banks 
of  Paint  creek  at  the  south  end  of  Paint  street,  by  Hector  Sanford, 
and  afterward  owned  by  Ephraim  Doolittle,  propel  ed  y °ree 
power,  but  it  was  abandoned  after  a few  years.  This  mill,  then 
owned  by  Gen.  Alexander  Macomb,  of  the  war  of  1812,  father  of 
Commodore  D.  B.  Macomb,  U.  S.  N.,  was  burned  down  m 1820. 
Best  wool  cloth  was  $1.50  a yard  and  common  white  flannel  was 
made  for  62i/2  cents  a yard,  Abram  Thompson  established  a wool 
cardin'!  shop  about  1816,  and  after  that  a factory  for  car  ing,  spm 
ning  and  weaving  was  founded  by  Moses  Trader,  and  earn  on 
aftenvard  for  a time  by  Pleasant  Thurman,  and  later  by  John  Wil- 
son. Levi  Anderson  was  another  pioneer  in  woolen  manufacture. 
The  business  was  profitable  as  late  as  1855,  although  t e an  e s 
and  flannels  made  had  to  be  sent  away  fulling.  . . 

Data  regarding  these  and  other  industries  are  given  in  the  town- 
ship chapters.  Tanneries  at  Chillicothe  were  in  operation  J 
Thomas  Jacobs  and  James  Hill  when  George  Armstrong  came  here 
from  Pennsylvania  in  1810,  and  after  them  Armstrong  and  his  son, 
George  L.,  carried  on  the  business  for  many  years  with  success,  using 
bark  shipped  to  them  mainly  by  the  canal.  Prior  to  1810  Nathaniel 
Keeves  owned  and  operated  a tannery  on  the  river  bank  near  . e 
head  of  Walnut  street,  and  one  was  located  on  the  south  end  of  rainn 
street,  east  side,  by  the  creek,  owned  and  operated  by  a man  J ® 
name  of  Turner,  about  the  same  time.  Harman’s  tannery  was  estate 
lished  in  1855  by  Otto  Harman.  . 

There  was  some  manufacture  of  brick  by  the  old  and  toilsome  hand 
process  prior  to  1819,  when  the  Scioto  Gazette  gave  notice  of  a won 
derful  invention,”  about  to  be  introduced  by  J . C.  Stubbs  and  J amea 
Bonner,  by  which  the  clay  could  be  fed  into  a hopper,  and  by  ™ac  *n 
ery  run  bv  horse-power,  be  converted  into  brick,  shaped  ready  or 
drying  and  baking.  It  was  predicted  that  this  machine  would  tur11 
out  brick  at  the  rate  of  thirty  a minute,  and  revolutionize  building, 
making  brick  houses  as  cheap  as  frame.  , 

Daniel  J.  Crouse,  already  mentioned,  in  early  life  succeeded  to  t e 
ownership  of  the  ancestral  farm  in  Green  township  and  milling  pylV 
ileges  on  the  Ivinnikinnick,  and  was  proprietor  of  two  paper  mi  s, 
the  first  erected  in  the  Scioto  valley.  One  was  devoted  to  t e 
making  of  pasteboard  out  of  straw  pulp,  and  its  product  was  sprea 
out  to  dry  on  the  slope  of  what  is  yet  known  as  Paper  hill.  The 
lower  mill  was  afterward  transformed  into  a grist  mill..  . In  1847  a 
paper  mill  was  established  on  the  hydraulic  canal,  at  Chillicothe,  by 
Entrekin,  Greene  & Co.  The  dam  of  the  hydraulic  company  was 
washed  away  again  in  1848,  but  rebuilt,  and  in  1858  the  same  disas- 
ter occurred.  Meanwhile,  about  1850,  Daniel  J.  Crouse  and  his 
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cousin,  John  Entrekin,  became  the  owners  of  the  mill,  and  later  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  William  and  James  Ingham,  sons  of  the 
pioneer  Inghams.  Crouse,  it  may  be  noted,  married  Rachael 
Ingham.  Steam  power  was  introduced  after  the  failure  of  the 
hydraulic  canal,  and  the  factory  was  developed  into  a very  successful 
and  prosperous  institution.  The  firm  afterward  became  Ingham, 
Mills  & Co.,  taking  in  W.  B.  Mills,  the  hanker,  and  then  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  Meade  Paper  Co.,  of  Dayton,  which  now  operates 
the  plant 

John  McCoy  and  Thomas  James  were  the  most  noted  of  the  early 
promoters  of  commerce  and  manufacturing.  McCoy,  born  in  Frank- 
lin county,  Pa.,  in  1772,  son  of  a Scotch-Irishman,  made  at  the 
Antietam  iron  works,  Md.,  a partnership  in  1796  with  Thomas 
James,  born  at  Shepherdstown,  Va.,  in  1776,  to  this  effect:  “We, 

John  McCoy  and  Thomas  Janies,  agree  to  go  to  Chillicothea,  in  the 
Northwestern  territory,  or  that  region  northwest  of  the  river  of  Ohio, 
known  by  that  name,  thereto  engage  in  the  business  of  fur  trading 
or  otherwise  as  prudence  may  dictate,  and  at  the  same  time  to  defend 
each  other  in  our  lawful  calling  as  is  usual  in  all  cases  of  equal 
partners.”  They  opened  a store  at  the  corner  of  Water  and  Mul- 
berry streets  in  1798,  and  advertised  themselves  as  dealers  in  “gun- 
powder and  other  wares.”  At  a later  date  they  announced  “India 
lawns,  long  cloth  and  silks  for  the  ladies  of  Chillicothe,  all  of  which 
will  be  sold  at  fair  prices  or  exchanged  for  the  produce  of  the  coun- 
try, especially  tobacco  and  ginseng,  -which  we  wish  to  send  to  China.” 
The  firm  acquired  a monopoly  of  the  product  of  the  Scioto  salt 
works,  and  traded  in  salt  on  the  basis  of  a barrel  of  salt  being  worth 
four  barrels  of  flour.  They  also  packed  pork  and  shipped  it  by  flat* 
boat  down  the  Scioto,  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  to  New  Orleans 
for  the  West  Indies  market.  McCoy  continued  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness for  many  years,  suffering  reverses  during  the  hard  times  of 
1818—1 9,  and  finally,  through  ventures  in  pork  and  flour,  losing  about 
all  he  managed  to  save.  lie  built  the  first  log  cabin  on  the  site  of 
Chillicothe,  April  12,  1796,  and  his  daughter,  Marget,  was  the  first 
child  born  among  the  Chillicothe  pioneers  (1797).*  lie  died  Janu- 
ary 31,  1844,  at  his  farm  three  miles  north  of  the  city. 

Thomas  James,  retiring  from  partnership  with  McCoy  in  1810, 
gave  his  attention  to  manufacturing,  also  founding  a hardware 
store.  It  is  said  that  when  he  came  to  Chillicothe  he  brought  with 
him  on  packhorses,  by  way  of  Zane’s  trace,  the  first  iron  offered  in 
the  Chillicothe  market.  He  brought,  also,  the  first  boat  load  of 
iron  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and  Scioto.  In  association  with  General 
McArthur  he  founded  the  first  establishment  for  the  manufacture 
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of  iron  in  the  Scioto  valley,  and  lie  made  his  home  at  Chillicothe 
1™"  death  » 1856,  Shc.gl.  in  1820  •* £ 

Maramec  Springs,  Mo.,  and  was  a pioneer  in  iron  manufactu  e 

thlnotlfe'r  man  prominent  in  the  porkpacking  industry  was  John 
Waddle,  a native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  who  was  brought  y pare  ^ 
western  Pennsylvania  about  1787,  when  lie  was  four  y • 

years  later  he  was  apprenticed  to  Alexander  McLaugh  , 
burg,  a famous  merchant  who  became  afterward  a resident  £ 
cothe.  When  seventeen  years  old  John  Waddle  f>k  a Jrtbgt 
of  pork  and  flour  to  New  Orleans  and  returned  to  Phll?d®  P , 
way  of  the  Atlantic,  a common  route  for  traders.  Coming  t 
licothe  in  1802  he  became  a clerk  with  John  Carlisle  another  Insh 
man,  bom  in  1771,  who  had  come  to  Chillicothe  wi * h>9  “ 

1798.  In  a few  years  Waddle  had  a business  of  his  own,  was  busy 
in  pork-packing  and  flatboat  commerce  and  during  t e war 
he  had  important  contracts  for  the  supplyof  V®  , die(j  at 

nearly  all  his  fortune  in  the  troubles  of  1819  and  1828,  and  d 

Chillicothe  in  March,  1831.  , Imwever 

The  porkpacking  house  of  John  and  George  Wood  was,  1 > 

the  principal  one  at  Chillicothe  in  1830-30,  when  th^  were  uo- 
ceeded  by  James  P.  Campbell,  who  was  promincn  m je 
until  his  death  in  1850.  He  was  succeeded  by  John  Marfield, 
the  latter  by  William  Taylor  & Co.  In  1840-46  there  ™s  aeon 
siderable  development  of  the  industry.  Among  the  men  „ 

it,  besides  those  already  named,  were  M.  R-  Bartlett,  Bavi  * ’ 

John  Cowl  son,  Matthias  Ilufnagle,  Abram  and  James  Baker  an 
Sanders  D.  Wesson,  and  the  merchants  Carlisle  and  McBan 
burgh.  About  ninety  thousand  hogs  were  packed  in  the  win  e 
1843-44,  and  Chillicothe  claimed  to  be  second 
as  a r‘porkopolis.”  The  first  mess  pork  sold  Iry  M.  R-  a e . 
1842  was  for  shipment  to  Milwaukee,  by  way  of  the  Ohio  cana 

great  lakes.  . _Q0  r.  T 

William  Ross,  born  in  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  in  libt,  aiie 
he  had  graduated  in  college,  came  to  Canada  in  1800,  t ence 
western  Pennsylvania,  and  from  there  to  Chillicothe  as  a c er  ^ 
the  pioneer  merchant,  John  McLandburgli.  He  also  condiic 
many  years  an  oil  mill  at  the  foot  of  Mulberry  street,  which  was  one 
of  the  leading  industries  of  the  valley,  founded  by  Thomas  avl 

son.  . t k 

Long  before  the  davs  of  great  agricultural  manufacturing  es  a 
lishments  William  McCarroll  had  a sickle  factory  at  Chillicothe, 
and  in  the  flourishing  times  of  river  commerce  rope  walks  were 
ordinary  fields  of  enterprise,  giving  the  fanner  a good  market  or 
hemp.  ^ . 

A planing  mill  wyas  established  at  Chillicothe  in  1852,  and  at 
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the  great  war  there  was  a rapid  development  of  this  business,  which 
continued  to  be  of  considerable  value  for  many  years. 

In  1837  the  business  of  carriage  manufacture  was  begun  by  D. 
Thompson,  and  under  different  owners,  the  pioneer  establishment 
was  conducted  for  half  a century. 

Coal  and  iron,  found  abundantly  in  other  parts  of  the  state,  do 
not  figure  in  the  resources  of  Ross  county,  and  mineral  wealth  has 
not  materially  contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  the  community. 
Alum  was  once  obtained  in  large  quantities  from  the  Alum  cliffs  on 
Paint  creek,  as  well  as  saltpeter,  and  an  attempt  was  once  made  to 
manufacture  powder  with  the  latter.  Attempts  were  made  to  obtain 
salt  wells,  but  without  success,  and  salt  was  brought  to  the  settle- 
ments from  the  Scioto  salt  works  in  what  is  now  Jackson  county. 
One  of  the  teamsters  engaged  in  this  work  was  Joseph  Vance,  who 
lived  at  Chillicothe  for  some  time  before  he  became  a prominent 
politician  and  governor  of  Ohio. 

In  1883  the  Melone  Sewing  Machine  company  was  organized  at 
Chillicothe  for  the  manufacture  of  a machine  invented  by  a citi- 
zen, and  a three-story  factory  was  built  on  East  Main  street.  The 
enterprise  was  not,  however,  a permanent  success.  The  Union  Shoe 
Factory  company,  organized  in  the  spring  of  1883,  has  continued 
to  be  a profitable  industry.  Until  1888  it  occupied  a building  at 
the  west  end  of  Water  street,  but  since  that  date  it  has  been  estab- 
lished in  the  Melone  Sewing  Machine  company’s  building  on  East 
Main  street. 

The  furniture  factory  now  operated  by  the  Arbenz  Furniture 
company,  was  established  in  1888.  It  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  Jackson  avenues,  and  is  one  of  the  principal  indus- 
tries of  the  city,  with  Hon.  F.  C.  Arbenz  at  the  head  as  manager  and 
one  of  the  proprietors.  The  Chillicothe  Buggy  company  started  in 
business  in  1889,  and  afterward  was  merged  in  the  National  Wagon 
works,  located  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  city.  It  is  a flourishing 
institution,  turning  out  high  class  vehicles  to  order  and  giving  steady 
employment  to  a considerable  force  of  skilled  workmen. 

In  1892  the  railroad  shops  of  the  Baltimore  & Southwestern  rail- 
road were  removed  from  Zalcski  to  Chillicothe,  the  city  donating 
$85,000  to  aid  in  the  removal  and  re-establishment.  These  shops 
give  employment  to  a large  number  of  men  whose  families  assist 
materially  in  supporting  the  business  of  the  town.  The  shops  were 
finished  and  occupied  in  1893. 

The  Florentine  Pottery  company,  on  Washington  avenue,  was 
incorporated  in  1901  and  began  operations  about  July  1st  of  that 
year,  but  was  not  fully  in  action  until  a year  later.  It  has  a capacity 
of  three  kilns  a week,  and  makes  a specialty  of  jardinieres  and  novel- 
ties. 

The  Woodcock  Feed  Mill  company  dates  from  1895,  when  it  was 
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founded  by  J.  C.  Woodcock,  now  president  of  the  stock  company, 
which  was  formed  in  1899.  They  manufacture  the  cekbriUed  Boss 
Teed  Grinders,  which  have  an  extensive  market.  A.  Dump, sin^ 
1889  has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  carriages,  buggies 

doing  an  extensive  business  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars.  ^ » . 

iXLi.,  after  derating  the  »«t  of  hi.  life  ta  ^ 

ness,  has  in  recent  years  had  much  success  in  the  manufacture  o 
hrooms  at  Chillicothe,  for  the  wholesale  trade 

The  Valley  Manufacturing  company,  making  spokes,  rim 
handles,  has  been  in  operation  since  1886  and  produces  nearly  two 
million  handles  annually.  The  Chillicothe  ^“ber  company,  on 
Park  street,  manufacture  and  deal  m rough  and  dressed  lumber  and 
have  a high  standing  among  the  concerns  of  tbat  character  in  tl^e 
State.  Since  November,  1901,  Harry  S.  Adams  has  P 

prietor.  The  Chillicothe  Bottling  works,  established  in  1366  a 
now  owned  by  George  L.  Emmel,  is  one  of  the  best 
State.  A manufactory  of  builders  null  work,  sash, 
hlinds,  was  founded  in  1894  by  Edward  Reed,  and  is  oow  cond'.ct  d 
by  the  firm  of  Reed  & Marshall.  On  the  site  of  the  old  lumber  ya 
of  W.  H.  Reed  on  east  Water  street,  is  the  Sterling  plan  g 
and  lumber  company,  which  began  business  in  July,  ,190  - , 
Schneider,  manufacturer  of  fine  carriages,  has  been  in  that  busm 

at  Chillicothe  since  1867.  , -Rosa 

According  to  the  United  States  census  figures  of  1900  Ross 
county  has  207  manufacturing  establishments  wdh  a total  cap 
tal  of  $1,385,064.  This  capital  is,  land,  $195,535,  bu  | ' 
$279,055;  machinery,  etc.,  $391,011;  cash  and  sundnes  $519^ 
The  average  number  of  wage  earners  employed  is  l,f00> 

$522,073  in  wages  is  paid.  The  total  cost  of  materials  is 

and  the  total  value  of  the  product  of  manufacturing  establishments 

in  the  county  is  put  at  $2,517,771. 

In  these  figures  the  industries  of  Chillicothe,  of  course, 
very  large  part.  The  same  data  for  Chillicothe  separately  are  as 
follows:  Establishments,  115;  capital,  $914,447 ; wage  earner, 

1,223;  wages,  $454,044;  cost  of  materials,  $914,665 ; value  of  p 
nets,  $1,709,895.  Chillicothe  ranks  fifty-third  among  the  manu- 
facturing  cities  of  the  State,  and  in  population  its  rank  is  twen  y 

second.  , , 

The  freight  wagons  that  were  driven  over  the  pikes  of  early  a y > 
and  to  a considerable  extent,  the  canal  boats  that  gave  the 
transportation  facilities  to  Lake  Erie  and  the  East  and  the  10 
river  and  the  South,  have  become  obsolete,  their  places  being  ta  eD 
“by  the  railroads.  Of  these,  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Southwestern  as 
38  miles  of  main  track  and  36  miles  of  sidetrack  in  the  county;  © 
Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & Dayton  system  39  miles  of  main  and 
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miles  sidetrack ; the  Norfolk  & Western  system  24  miles  of  main  and 
6 miles  sidetrack,  and  the  Ohio  Southern  29  miles  of  main  and  5 
miles  of  side  track.  The  total  for  the  county  is  130  miles  of  main 
track  and  54  of  sidings.  ' These  roads  pay  over  $20,000  taxes  annu- 
ally upon  their  property  in  the  county. 
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EDUCATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT. 


HE  first  schools  in  Ross  county  were  all  supported  by  sub- 
scription or  by  assessment  upon  the  patrons  according  to 
the  number  of  children  they  sent  to  school.  There  was  no 
law  requiring  the  establishment  of  public  schools,  a ter 
the  modem  fashion,  until  1825,  and  it  was  a good  while  after  that 
before  anvthing  closely  resembling  the  common  school  system  ot 
today  had"  been  evolved.  It  should  not  be  hastily  concluded  from 
this  that  education  was  neglected.  Parents  who  could  afford  ^ 
their  children  the  advantage  of  good  schools,  as  good  as  cou 
maintained,  and  among  those  who  were  very  poor  there  was  much 
self-sacrifice  that  the  children  might  he  educated  and  prepared  for 
better  success  than  their  fathers  and  mothers  in  the  struggle  of  life* 
Some  very  poor  boys  in  Ohio,  in  that  period  when  there  were  no 
common  schools,  supplemented  the  little  schooling  they  could  obtain 
by  firelight  reading,  and  so  beginning,  became  in  later  years  the 
great  men  of  the  State,  and  a few  of  them  the-  greatest  men  of  t e 
nation.  The  difference,  comparing  the  present  with  the  early  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century  in  Ross  county,  is  that  now  the  schoo  a 
are  open  without  cost  to  boys  and  girls,  without  regard  to  their  fam- 
ily importance  or  family  wealth,  and  it  is  no  disgrace  to  attend  a free 
school.  Then  it  was,  and  free  schools  were  sometimes  called  pau- 
per” schools.  So,  it  may  be  observed,  we  are  more  truly  democratic 
today  than  the  fathers  who  considered  themselves  the  special  cham- 
pions of  human  equality. 

The  first  schoolhouse  in  Chillicothe,  says  Williams’  history,  was  a 
small  log  cabin,  built  some  time  before  1800,  on  the  northeast  corner 
of  Fourth  and  Paint  streets,  on  the  spot  afterward  occupied  by  the 
residence  of  Joseph  Sill.  There  was  no  such  building  there  in  1810, 
and  the  location  given  may  be  wrong.  But  at  whatever  spot  the  school 
was  kept,  it  appears  that  the  first,  or  one  of  the  first,  to  teach,  was 
Nathaniel  Johnston,  of  Irish  extraction,  and  uncle  of  Mrs.  James 
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McLandburgh.  After  teaching  many  years  in  Chillicothe,  he  made 
his  home  upon  a farm  in  Springfield  township,  where  he  died  in 
1837.  Says  the  Centennial  Gazette:  “The  first  school  house  in 

this  place  [Chillicothe]  was  made  of  logs  and  stood  near  the  old 
graveyard  which  used  to  be  on  the  bank  of  the  river  immediately 
west  of  the  present  Bridge  street  bridge.  It  was  built  by  private 
subscription  about  1799,  and  was  used  as  a school  until  February, 
1802,  when  it  was  sold  by  trustee  Thomas  Dick.”  On  April  1, 
1802,  John  Hutt,  a brother  of  the  first  supervisor  at  Chillicothe, 
opened  a girl’s  school  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  that  had  been  kept 
in  a log  house  near  the  upper  end  of  what  is  now  Bridge  street,  on 
Water. 

As  settlements  were  made  in  other  parts  of  the  county,  schools 
were  established  in  a similar  manner,  often  being  held  in  such  log 
cabins  as  happened  to  be  empty.  In  Green  township  a log  school- 
house  was  built  near  the  home  of  Taylor  Moore,  as  early  as  1810, 
another  near  the  old  Mt.  Pleasant  church  about  1815.  Long  school- 
house,  of  hewed  logs,  was  built-  with  Hannon  DeHaven  as  the  archi- 
tect, about  1812,  and  others  followed  as  the  needs  of  the  people 
increased.  Among  the  early  teachers  were  Jonathan  Griffith, 
J acob  Evans,  Hugh  Sherry,  Moses  Brown,  Henry  Halverstot,  Henry 
Emstow,  Alexander  Gordon. 

In  Colerain  James  S.  Webster  taught  the  first  school  at  Adelphi, 
using  a loghouse  which  also  served  as  church.  The  first  schoolhouse 
proper  was  built  between  the  two  little  streams  east  of  Hallsville,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  pike  in  1827.  In  1844  or  1845  the  township 
boasted  a brick  schoolhouse,  of  one  room,  in  which  Thomas  Arm- 
strong was  the  first  teacher,  and  in  1870  a handsome  and  expensive 
house,  of  two  rooms,  was  built  at  Adelphi. 

Union  township  had  a schoolhouse  at  South  Union  about  the  year 
1800,  of  puncheon  floor,  roof  of  clapboards,  greased  paper  windows, 
and  seats  of  split  slabs  supported  by  wooden  pins,  after  the  fashion 
of  all  the  early  schoolhouses. 

In  Harrison  township  the  first  schoolhouse  was  in  the  valley  of 
the  Little  Walnut,  where  Samuel  Yaple,  father  of  Judge  Alfred 
Yaple,  was  one  of  the  early  teachers. 

In  Liberty  township  schools  were  taught  in  the  early  part  of  the 
last  century  by  William  Slaughter  and  John  A.  Dailey,  in  section 
Fifteen.  In  Huntington  the  first  school  was  taught  by  Thomas  Gil- 
fillen,  not  far  from  Ralston’s  run,  and  other  early  teachers  were 
Benning  Wentworth,  Zebulon  Dow,  and  Theophilus  Wood.  Con- 
cord township  had  among  its  pioneer  teachers  John  McNally,  Mas- 
sie  Mickie,  Wall,  Sperry,  Ashton,  Langdon  and  Charles  Foster.  In 
1847  a building  was  erected  at  Frankfort  for  an  academy,  in  which 
the  township  at  a later  day  established  a graded  school,  with  several 
teachers,  that  has  done  good  work  for  the  cause  of  education. 
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The  excellent  graded  school  at  Ba inbridge  and  district  schools  of 
Paxton  township  had  their  predecessors,  in  the  days  of  settlement, 
in  log  cabin  schools  taught  by  teachers  of  whom  a few  names  remain, 
such  as  James  Grey,  Cowley,  French  and  King. 

Among  the  early  teachers  in  Buckskin  township  were  Benjamin 
McClure,  Hugh  McKenzie,  John  Organ  and  Aaron  Cox,  and  Samuel 
Buck,  the  latter  teaching  about  1808  near  Waugh’s  chapel.  James 
Caldwell,  who  came  to  the  county  in  1805  from  near  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.,  and  taught  on  Buckskin  creek,  continued  in  his  profession 
during  the  most  of  his  life,  and  during  the  war  of  1812  showed  his 
patriotism  by  serving  as  first  sergeant  of  Captain  Kilgore’s  com- 
pany. 

James  Finley,  an  old  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  is  remembered  as 
the  first  teacher  in  Springfield  township,  in  a house  on  the  farm  of 
George  Haynes. 

Further  information  regarding  these  beginnings  of  public  educa- 
tion is  given  in  the  township  chapters. 

The  Chillicothe  academy,  one  of  the  famous  schools  of  its  rank 
in  Ohio,  was  founded  early  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  the 
building  was  erected,  in  the  center  of  a block  on  South  Paint  street, 
in  1809.  It  was  an  imposing  edifice  for  that  day  and  compared 
favorably  with  any  public  building  in  Ohio — two  stories  in  height, 
about  seventy-five  feet  long  by  forty-five  broad,  and  surmounted  by 
a cupola,  in  which  the  bell  was  hung.  For  some  years,  however,  the 
building  remained  unfinished.  An  Irish  teacher,  named  Dunn, 
carried  on  a school  for  the  teaching  of  English  in  the  front  lower 
room-  of  the  building,  and  a “Lancastrian”  school  was  established  in 
the  largest  second  story  room  by  Daniel  W.  Hearn.  In  1816,  after 
several  years  of  rather  irregular  management,  Rev.  John  McFar- 
land, pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Reformed  church,  was  put  at  the 
head  of  the  institution,  which  was  reorganized.  Mr.  McFarland 
took  charge  of  the  classical  department,  and  Mr.  Hearn  for  many 
years  was  the  instructor  of  the  intermediate  or  English  room. 
Hearn,  and  the  books  he  taught,  such  as  Webster’s  spelling  book, 
Morse’s  geography,  Pike’s  arithmetic,  and  Murray’s  grammar,  are 
probably  remembered  better  than  anything  else  about  the  old  acad- 
emy. This  worthy  teacher  of  the  old  time  always  kept  a good  sup- 
ply of  rods  on  his  desk  and  found  frequent  use  for  them.  The  noon 
horn*  he  spent  in  writing  copies  in  the  penmanship  books  of  the 
pnpils,  and  in  manufacturing  pens  for  their  use  from  goose  quills, 
and  the  rest  of  the  time,  from  eight  in  the  morning  till  six  in  the 
evening,  he  was  busily  engaged  in  the  instruction  of  boys  and  girls 
of  various  ages  and  acquirements.  The  task  of  such  educational 
pioneers  was  far  in  excess  of  that  encountered  by  any  of  the  teachers 
of  today.  After  McFarland’s  time  the  classical  teachers  were  Rev. 
Robert  G.  Wilson,  Rev.  Joseph  Claybaugh,  Mr.  Kellogg  and  Rev. 
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William  T.  Findley,  all  of  whom  contributed  by  their  efficiency  to 
make  the  academy  famous  among  the  thoroughly  good  schools  of 
the  West.  The  old  academy  still  stands  and  is  in  use  as  a part  of 
the  central  school  building. 

Most  noted  among  the  early  teachers  of  the  girls  of  Chillicothe 
was  Mary  K.  Baskerville.  She  was  born  in  Powhatan  county,  Va., 
with,  it  is  said,  some  of  the  blood  of  the  Indian  princess,  Pocahon- 
tas, in  her  veins,  and  came  to  Ohio  with  her  father,  Col.  Samuel 
Baskerville,  in  1807.  Their  home  was  at  London,  Madison  county, 
where  she  made  the  acquaintance  of  a party  of  Chillicothe  lawyers, 
attending  court — William  Creighton,  Richard  Douglas,  Henry 
Brush,  Thomas  Scott  and  Jesup  X.  Couch — who  persuaded  her  to 
come  to  Chillicothe  and  undertake  the  instruction  of  their  children. 
Her  school  was  established  in  a low,  one-story  frame  house  on  West 
Second  street,  where  many  of  the  ladies  of  Chillicothe  received  their 
first  school  instruction.  By  one  of  them  she  is  thus  described  in 
the  “Chelecothe  Souvenir”:  “In  person  Miss  Baskerville  was  tall, 

erect  and  majestic ; she  realized  in  her  air  and  costume  the  ideal  of 
the  Maiden  Queen ; she  always  wore  the  Elizabethan  ruff  and  close 
clustering  curls,  and  surely  Queen  Bess  never  sat  her  throne  more 
majestically  than  our  stately  school  dame  the  simple,  highbacked 
chair  whence  she  governed  her  little  realm.  Her  step  of  dignified 
precision  gained  effect  from  the  high-heeled  and  buckled  shoes  that 
she  always  wore ; her  dress,  winter  and  summer,  wTas  of  purest  white, 
unrelieved,  save  by  confining  belt  and  buckle  and  the  dependent  chain 
and  seals  of  her  heavy  gold  watch.”  It  is  related  that  one  of  her 
pupils,  Lucy  Webb  (afterward  the  wife  of  President  Hayes),  took  to 
school  one  day  a small  cousin  (knowm  in  later  years  as  Gen.  J.  S. 
Fullerton)  as  a visitor,  and  for  some  reason  Miss  Baskerville  found 
it  advisable  to  apply  the  switch  to  the  young  man.  Lucy  flew  at  the 
teacher  like  a fury,  twisted  the  switch  from  her  hands  and  made  a 
passionate  remonstrance  against  the  punishment  of  a visitor,  and 
the  grim  old  lady  felt  herself  enough  at  fault  to  only  smile  and  send 
the  children  home.  In  addition  to  the  common  branches  of  study 
Miss  Baskerville  taught  the  girls  fine  needle  work  and  embroidery, 
an  art  in  which  she  was  thoroughly  accomplished.  Miss  Baskerville 
died  at  the  Clinton  House  in  April,  1859,  having  outlived  many  of 
her  friends  of  the  early  days. 

In  1820  or  1821  Mr.  Steinour,  an  Englishman,  with  his  wife  and 
sister-in-law,  began  a boarding  school  for  girls  in  a one-story  house 
on  the  corner  of  Mulberry  and  Main  w’here  the  mill  now  stands,  and 
afterward  in  a brick  building  on  East  Main  street,  near  the  house 
of  John  McDougall.  The  sister-in-law  was  soon  married,  and  the 
others  of  the  family  presently  removed  to  Philadelphia.  Another 
among  the  early  teachers  was  a Mr.  Gregoire,  who  taught  French, 
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and  whose  little  daughter  inspired  in  Allen  G.  Thurman  an  attach- 
ment for  that  language. 

In  1824  Mrs.  Thurman,  wife  of  Pleasant  Thurman  and  mother  of 
Senator  Thurman,  in  association  with  Mrs.  Wade  and  her  daugh- 
ters, began  a very  popular  boarding  school  for  young  ladies  in  thq 
house  previously  occupied  by  Judge  Thompson.  They  offered  to 
teach  besides  the  common  branches,  history,  natural  and  moral  phil- 
osophy, astronomy,  drawing,  painting,  embroidery  on  muslin  and 
satin,  wax-work,  plain  sewing,  netting,  music  and  French.”  Tui- 
tion was  at  the  highest  $5  a quarter,  but  wax-work  was  $10  extra, 
and  board  and  washing  was  offered  at  the  extremely  reasonable  fig- 
ure of  $2  a week.  Some  time  before  this,  Mrs.  Thurman  was  teach- 
ing, as  appears  from  the  advertisement  of  “P.  & M.  G.  Thurman 
in  1820  that  they  “have  moved  their  school  to  the  house  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Methodists  as  a preaching  house,  on  Walnut  street. 
This  was  probably  the  old  log  house,  northwest  corner  of  Second 
and  Walnut. 

In  1830  there  was  started  on  East  Fifth  street  a “Female  Semi- 
nary,” by  Rev.  John  Pumroy.  His  assistants,  as  told  by  the  pros- 
pectus of  the  school,  were  Misses  Eunice  L.  Strong,  Cassandra 
Sawyer,  S.  A.  Steams  and  S.  N.  Smith.  This  was  probably  the 
start  of  the  “Chillicothe  Seminary,”  which  afterward  occupied  the 
square  brick  building  on  West  Fifth,  built  about  1835-6,  and 
recently  tom  down  to  make  way  for  the  city  high  school.  After  the 
health  of  Mr.  Pumroy  failed,  His  assistant,  Miss  S.  A.  Steams,  was 
for  many  years  the  head  of  the  ChilKcothe  seminary,  aided  for  some 
time  by  Sophia  Lyman,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  Fuller- 
ton. Lender  Miss  Stearns’  direction  the  school  became  famous 
throughout  Ohio,  and  attracted  many  pupils.  When  Robert  Ker- 
cheval  died,  to  whom  the  principal  was  affianced,  Miss  Stearns  left 
Chillicothe,  and  gradually  the  glory  of  the  institution  departed. 
The  school  was  incorporated  in  1833,  with  Johu  Woodbridge,  W.  K. 
Bond,  R.  Long,  D.  W.  Hearn  and  Thomas  J ames  as  trustees, 
James  T.  Worthington,  secretary.  The  tmstees  of  the  Chillicothe 
academy  in  1835  deeded  the  seminary  a lot,  and  a building  was 
erected  in  which  a private  school  was  kept  until  recent  times,  after 
the  seminary  had  practically  ceased  to  be.  In  1900  the  seminary 
trustees  transferred  the  lot  to  the  city,  and  on  it  was  built,  in  1900- 
1901,  the  present  high  school  building. 

The  people  of  Franklin  and  Concord  townships  in  1819  started  a 
boarding  school,  in  which  it  was  proposed  that  the  promoters  of  the 
schools  should  furnish  a house  and  the  pupils  supply  the  furniture 
and  caretaking.  It  was  stated  in  the  prospectus  that  “Part  of  one 
day  in  each  week  shall  be  devoted  to  the  teaching  of  the  Catechism, 
the  Rudiments  of  the  Christian  Religion,  and  the  Principal  Doc- 
trines of  the  Everlasting  Gospel.” 
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Near  Salem,  an  ambitions  teacher,  named  Nesbit,  started  a select 
school  as  early  as  1820,  which  was  called  Nesbit’s  college.  He  gave 
instruction  in  the  higher  branches  and  classic  languages.  In  1842, 
Rev.  H.  S.  Fullerton,  pastor  of  the  Salem  Presbyterian  church,  pro- 
posed to  his  congregation  and  other  citizens  of  the  town  the  founding 
of  an  academy  for  higher  instruction  than  the  common  schools 
afforded,  and  th^  matter  was  taken  up  with  so  much  enthusiasm  that 
a stone  building  was  soon  in  construction,  and  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  the  academy  was  opened  under  the  direction  of  James  S. 
Fullerton  and  John  Huston,  both  Presbyterian  ministers  in  the 
West  in  after  life,  and  Martha  J.  Fullerton,  who  became  many  years 
later  a missionary  among  the  western  Indians.  Rev.  John  C. 
Thompson  became  the  principal  in  the  fall  of  1843,  and  he  was  suo* 
ceeded  five  years  later  bv  Rev.  J.  A.  I.  Lowes,  who,  with  an  inter- 
mission in  1858-59,  during  which  Rev.  I.  J.  Cushman  was  in 
charge,  continued  until  1870.  Subsequently  Revs.  Ileber  Gilland, 
Thomas  J.  Dague,  Thomas  S.  Huggart,  and  others  have  been  in 
charge.  The  institution  went  into  the  hands  of  the  Chlllicothe 
presbytery  in  1859,  and  has  since  been  conducted  by  them.  A 
building  was  erected  to  supplement  the  original  edifice,  an  adequate 
corps  of  teachers  have  been  employed,  and  throughout  the  years 
many  hundred  students  have  profited  by  this  educational  enterprise. 
Despite  the  loss  of  students  during  the  civil  war,  and  later  inroads 
made  by  the  increased  efficiency  of  common  and  high  schools,  this 
famous  “child  of  Salem  church”  has  been  maintained  in  existence, 
and  throughout  sixty  years  has  not  failed  to  graduate  a class  each 
year,  a record  that  many  of  the  small  educational  institutions  of 
the  State  can  not  equal.  In  recent  years  there  has  been  a gratifying 
increase  in  attendance.  Among  the  students  of  the  academy  that 
have  attained  special  distinction  may  be  mentioned  Stephen  D.  Mer- 
rill, D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  who 
was  a student  at  old  Salem  in  its  early  days ; Granville  Barrere,  for 
a long  time  a prominent  member  of  Congress ; the  late  J udge  Alfred 
Yaple,  of  Cincinnati ; J.  W.  McDill,  former  railroad  commissioner 
of  Iowa,  congressman  and  United  States  senator;  Hon.  J.  J.  Pugs- 
lev,  and  Senator  Joseph  B.  Foraker. 

The  common  school  system  had  not  been  sufficiently  developed,  as 
late  as  1849,  to  make  academies  superfluous.  In  that  year  Mount 
Pleasant  academy,  at  Kingston,  was  organized  by  Rev.  Timothy 
Stearns,  the  first  suggestion  being  made  by  him  when  delivering  an 
address  there  in  memory  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Stearns  was 
successful  in  securing  subscriptions  for  an  academy,  as  a memorial 
of  the  church,  and  when  a substantial  two-story  brick  building  had 
been  erected,  it  was  committed  to  the  control  and  fostering  influence 
of  the  Columbus  Presbytery.  The  principal  teacher  at  first  was 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


158 


THE  COUNTY  OF  ROSS. 


Rev.  James  Stirrett,  and  he  obtained  exclusive  control  of  the 
school  from  the  presbytery  in  1857,  but  within  a year  or  two  after- 
ward he  died,  and  with  the  loss  of  his  management  the  institution 
lost  the  prominence  it  had  attained.  Daniel  Entrekin  owned  the 
property  for  some  time  afterward  and  he  donated  its  use  to  the 
teachers  who  attempted  to  carry  forward  the  work.  In  its  palmy 
days  the  academy  had  some  eighty  students  and  considerable  fame 
as  an  educational  center.  Finally,  in  1867,  James  and  John  May, 
who  then  owned  it,  sold  the  building  to  the  school  district.  The 
present  principal,  Prof.  A.  L.  Ellis,  an  educator  of  well-known  suc- 
cess, and  a member  of  the  county  board  of  school  examiners,  has  been 
at  the  head  of  the  school  for  more  than  half  the  time  since  1867,  and 
other  worthy  instructors  have  been  associated  with  him,  making  the 
Kingston  school  a name  for  thoroughness  and  practical  work  second  ' 
to  none  in  the  county. 

The  public  schools  of  Chillicothe  were  organized  under  what  was 
known  as  the  Akron  law,  about  1840,  and  in  1850  two  building  sites 
were  purchased  by  the  board  of  education,  one  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  city,  now  occupied  by  the  Western  building,  and  one 
nearly  opposite  the  present  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad  depot.  Bonds 
were  issued  to  defray  the  expenses  of  building;  in  the  following  year 
a portion  of  the  grounds  of  the  Academy  were  purchased  for  a cen- 
tral building,  and  two  of  the  buildings,  the  eastern  and  western,  were 
completed  soon  after  the  great  fire  of  1852.  Before  the  completion 
of  the  buildings,  Allen  G.  Latham  was  the  president  of  the  board  of 
education,  and  Daniel  W.  Hearn  the  first  superintendent ; Thomas  C. 
Hearn,  principal  of  the  high  school  for  hoys;  Sarah  M.  Burnside, 
principal  of  the  high  school  for  girls.  Besides  these  were  secondary 
schools  for  each  sex,  and  primary  schools  in  which  the  girls  and  boys 
were  mingled,  and  there  was  an  enumeration  of  2,168  of  school  age. 

fWhen  the  buildings  were  completed  and  the  schools  graded,  L.  E.  ' 
Warner  was  made  superintendent  of  the  system,  and  in  1853,  when 
the  central  school  was  completed,  the  high  schools  were  brought 
together  there.  James  Long  was  superintendent  in  1854,  and  he 
was  succeeded  in  1855  by  Edward  H.  Allen,  who  reorganized  the 
schools  with  the  grades  of  primary,  secondary,  grammar  and  high 
school,  covering  a period  of  twelve  years’  instruction,  and  a general 
superintendent  was  dispensed  with,  the  management  being  reposed 
in  a hoard  of  superintendence,  including  the  high  and  grammar 
school  principals.  This  system  continued  until  1874.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  hoard  in  1861,  Edward  H.  Allen,  Benjamin  F.  Stone 
and  James  A.  Morgan,  resigned  in  the  fall  of  1861  to  enter  the 
Union  army. 

The  first  class  to  complete  the  course  of  study  and  graduate  in 
1859  was  Maria  McKell,  Margaret  McKell  and  Olivia  Alston.  In 
1855  the  school  library  was  established,  which  grew  with  aid  from 


Digitized  by  CjOOQle 


EDUCATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT. 


159 


the  teachers,  local  societies  and  the  State,  to  seventeen  hundred  vol- 
umes in  1860. 

The  first  eastern  school  building  was  sold,  and  a new  building  at 
the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Bridge  streets  completed  in  1872 
at  a cost  of  about  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  and  about  the  same 
time  an  addition  was  made  to  the  western  building  at  a cost  of 
$10,000.  In  1874  the  schools  of  the  city  were  reorganized,  under 
one  general  superintendent,  with  principals  at  each  building,  and 
the  classification  of  primary,  grammar  and  high  schools  adopted, 
with  four  years’  instruction  in  each. 

A building  for  colored  pupils  was  erected  on  South  Walnut  street 
in  1874,  and  in  1875  the  Old  Academy  building  was  refitted  for  the 
use  of  the  central  school,  adding  four  rooms  to  the  accommodation. 

The  board  of  education  of  Chillicothe  consists  of  two  members 
elected  from  each  of  the  six  wards,  and  its  present  organization  is 
as  follows : President,  Albert  E.  Cultcr ; clerk,  F.  C.  Secrest ; 

treasurer,  Geo.  Wooster.  Members  of  the  Board:  First  ward,  For- 
rest C.  Secrest,  Lucius  Burgoon;  Second  ward,  A.  L.  Fullerton, 
Geo.  Wooster;  Third  ward,  Albert  E.  Culter,  W.  W.  Gunther; 
Fourth  ward,  John  Doerres,  Charles  E.  Larimore;  Fifth  ward,  Gil- 
bert E.  Bobbins,  Albert  Keim.;  Sixth  ward,  James  I.  Boulger,  John 
Miller.  The  public  schools  occupy  seven  convenient  and  commo- 
dious buildings  known  by  the  following  designations:  High  school, 

new  high  school,  central  school,  eastern  school,  southern  school,  west- 
ern school  and  Jackson  school.  These  are  in  charge  of  the  follow- 
ing named  principals,  in  the  order  named : George  II.  Bemis,  F.  W. 

Yaple,  Wade  J.  Byerly,  Helen  E.  Yeail,  II.  E.  Streiglitenberger  and 
Anna  J.  Hayes.  There  are  five  special  teachers,  of  penmanship  and 
drawing,  music  and  German,  and  in  the  High  School  there  are 
instructors  making  specialties  of  Latin  and  Greek,  history,  German 
and  French,  and  natural  sciences.  Eighteen  teachers  are  employed 
in  the  grammar  grades,  and  thirty-two  in  the  primary,  with  three  sub- 
stitute teachers  under  pay.  The  monthly  pay  roll,  during  the  school 
year,  aggregates  above  four  thousand  dollars.  The  contingent  and 
schoolhouse  expenses  augment  these  figures  materially,  hence  the 
school  expenses  of  the  city  may  be  conservatively  estimated  at  five 
thousand  dollars  per  school  month.  The  school  property  and  appa- 
ratus, in  the  various  departments,  foots  up  into  the  hundreds  of 
thousands.  X.  IT.  Chaney,  H.  D.,  recently  retired,  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  city  schools  for  several  years,  and  possessed  the  con- 
fidence of  teachers,  pupils,  and  patrons  in  a remarkable  degree.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  educators  in  the  State,  and  his 
efficiency  and  good  standing  among  his  subordinates  have  had  much! 
to  do  with  the  high  standard  of  excellence  attained  by  Chillicothe’s 
public  schools.  Hr.  Chaney’s  successor  is  Prof.  M.  E.  Hard,  for- 
merly of  Sidney,  O. 
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In  the  smaller  towns  of  the  county  there  are  excellent  schools  of 
higher  grades  than  the  common  schools,  of  which  mention  is  made 
in  the  township  histories.  Altogether  the  school . system  of  the 
county  is  worthy  of  its  historical  importance  and  widespread  fame. 

Ross  county  now  has  in  the  township  districts  1<0  schoolhouses 
for  elementary  schools,  and  three  high  schools;  in  the  separate  dis- 
tricts 16  elementary  schools  and  three  high  schools,  making  a grand 
total  of  192  school  buildings,  with  268  rooms.  The  value  of  the 
school  property  in  the  township  districts  is  $126,550 ; in  the  separate 
districts,  $131,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  $257,550.  Two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  teachers  are  employed,  teaching  thirty-one 
to  thirty-two  weeks  in  the  township  schools  and  thirty-six  in  the 
others,  at  salaries  ranging  from  $34  to  $85  per  month.  The  enumer- 
ation of  children  of  school  age  (between  6 and  21)  is  12,26  1,  of 
whom  9,500  are  in  the  Virginia  military  district.  The  actual  enroll- 
ment of  pupils  is  73  per  cent  of  the  enumeration  in  the  township 
districts  and  82  per  cent  in  the  separate  districts.  There  are  six 
high  schools  in  the  township  districts  and  four  in  the  separate  dis- 
tricts.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  of  the  pupils  enrolled  is  $9  in  the 
elementary  schools,  and  $15.60  in  the  high  schools  of  the  townships, 
and  $9.40  in  the  elementary  and  $31.40  in  the  high  schools  of  the 
separate  districts.  The  county  received  from  the  State,  mainly 
from  the  common  school  fund,  $20,957  for  the  support  of  education 
in  1900 ; from  local  taxation  $104,935 ; from  the  sale  of  bonds, 
$47,099;  from  all  other  sources,  $1,930,  making  the  total  receipts 
but  a little  less  than  $175,000,  to  which  should  be  added  a balance 
on  hand  September  1,  1S99,  of  $58,457,  swelling  the  aggregate 
funds  to  $233,381.  Out  of  this  there  was  paid  $83,344  to  teachers 
in  elementary  schools,  and  $8,455  to  teachers  in  high  schools;  $2,855 
for  supervision,  $2,136  on  buildings  and  grounds,  $2,S00  on  bonds 
and  interest,  and  $24,300  for  all  other  purposes,  making  an  aggre- 
gate expenditure  of  $123,942.  On  September  1,  1900,  the  close 
of  the  fiscal  year,  the  balance  on  hand  was  $109,438. 

In  the  city  of  Chillicothe,  with  its  seven  schoolhouses  and  seventy- 
two  school  rooms,  the  total  value  of  school  property  is  $105,000, 
sixty-five  teachers  are  employed,  at  salaries  ranging  from  $43  to 
$100;  the  enumeration  is  3,878,  enrollment  2,471,  daily  attendance 
1,989.  The  receipts  for  the  vear  were  $90,950  and  expenditures 
$45,330. 

In  the  county  there  are  the  village  and  special  districts  of  Bain- 
bridge,  J.  A.  Shannon,  superintendent,  and  school  property  valued 
at  $10,000,  annual  expenditures,  $3,332 ; Frankfort,  J.  A.  Drushel, 
superintendent,  property  valued  at  $8,800,  annual  expenditures, 
1 $2,766;  ITallsville,  J.  F.  Warner,  superintendent,  property  valued 
at  $3,000,  annual  expenditures,  $1,085 ; Kingston,  A.  L.  Ellis, 
superintendent,  property  valued  at  $10,000,  annual  expenditures, 
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$2,190 ; and  North  Union,  property  valued  at  $3,000,  annual  expen- 
ditures, $1,940. 

The  county  examiners  of  teachers  are  A.  L.  Ellis,  E.  W.  Yaple 
and  It.  C.  Galbraith.  The  teachers  have  a county  institute  annu- 
ally, and  a county  and  a tri-county  meeting. 

Among  Ross  county  people  who  have  become  prominent  in  educa- 
tional work  may  be  mentioned  Professor  James  Woodrow,  formerly 
president  of  the  University  of  South  Carolina,  son  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Woodrow,  at  one  time  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Chillicothe.  In  this  connection  may  be  named  his  cousin,  President 
Woodrow  Wilson,  of  Princeton  University,  whose  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  Woodrow,  bom  in  Chillicothe.  The  late 
Prof.  William  Williams,  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished educators  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  was 
bom  in  Chijlicothe.  Two  connections  of  his,  grand  nephews,  both 
of  Chillicothe,  hold  places  in  the  educational  world,  Dr.  Charles 
Graham  Dunlap,  professor  of  English  in  the  State  University  at 
Lawrence,  Kan.,  and  Dr.  Frederick  Levy  Dunlap,  assistant  in  the 
chemistry  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Lieut.  Mat- 
thew Elting  Hanna,  son  of  Robert  Hanna,  a respected  citizen  of  the 
vicinity  of  Richmond  Dale,  is  distinguished  for  his  work,  under  Gen- 
eral Wood,  in  establishing  the  school  system  of  Cuba,  which  was 
modeled  after  that  of  Ohio. 

II— II 
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BENCH  AND  BAR. 


THE  bar  of  Chillicotho  from  the  earliest  days  has  been 
famous  for  the  ability  of  the  lawyers  that  composed  it. 
Marietta,  of  course,  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  place 
where  court  was  first  held  in  Ohio,  where  Fearing  and  the 
younger  Meigs  and  their  contemporaries  began  the  practice.  Cin- 
cinnati, almost  as  old  as  Marietta,  and  for  many  years  the  Queen 
City  of  the  West,  drew  to  itself  brilliant  talent  and  soon  outstripped 
its  Scioto  valley  rival  in  numbers  at  least  of  practitioners  of  law. 
Lancaster  was  the  seat  of  a remarkable  group  of  jurists,  and  when 
Columbus  became  the  capital  of  the  State  there  was  an  inevitable 
gravitation  of  lawyers  to  that  center.  But  Chillicothe  had  some 
notable  lawyers  at  the  founding  of  the  State  and  she  has  ever  since 
been  the  home  of  men  distinguished  in  this  field  of  professional 
effort.  Settled  largely  by  Virginians  and  North  Carolinians,  she 
partook  in  some  degree  of  that  tendency  in  the  South  that  impels 
young  men  to  law  and  politics — a tendency  that  present  industrial 
conditions  favor,  but  which  was  much  stronger  at  the  beginning  of 
the  last  century. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  were  any  lawyers  among  the  party 
of  first  settlers  of  Chillicothe,  though  the  doctors  and  preachers  were 
represented ; but  some  of  these  first  comers  served  upon  the  bench  as 
justices  in  the  first  courts,  and  the  lawyers  were  not  long  in  follow- 
ing the  advance  guard. 

Upon  the  organization  of  new  counties  Governor  St.  Clair 
appointed,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Territorial  laws,  a number 
of  justices  of  the  peace,  five  of  whom  should  constitute  a quorum 
for  holding  court.  This  body  of  justices  was  required  to  meet  three 
times  a year,  and  hence  received  the  name  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peace. 

“The  first  court  held  in  this  county  convened  at  Chillicothe  on  the 
fourth  Tuesday  of  December,  1798.  It  was  called  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  for  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio,  and  was 
presided  over  by  ‘gentlemen  justices’  commissioned  by  Gov.  Arthur 
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St  Clair.  Thomas  Worthington,  James  Scott,  Samuel  Finley, 
William  Patton,  Elias  Langham,  James  Ferguson,  John  Guthrev, 
James  Dunlap,  Robert  Gregg,  Isaac  Davis  and  Reuben  Abrams, 
were  appointed  justices  by  commissions  which  bore  date,  October 
11,  1798.  James  Scott,  Samuel  Finley  and  James  Ferguson  soou 
resigned;  but  the  others  served  until  the  judiciary  was  reorganized 
under  the  State  constitution,  and  even  after  that  event,  Patton  and 
Abrams,  with  Felix  Renick,  Isaac  Cook,  and  others,  served  the  State 
long  and  well  as  associate  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.* 

“At  the  opening  of  the  first  term  of  this  court,  there  were  present 
of  these  justices,  Worthington,  Scott,  Finley,  Patton  and  Langham. 
Edward  Tiffin  was  the  protlionotary,  or  clerk,  and  Jeremiah  McLene 
(afterwards  secretary  of  state)  was  sheriff.  So  far  as  we  can  ascer- 
tain, the  only  licensed  attorneys  present  at  this  first  court  were 
John  S.  Will  and  Levin  Belt.  The  licenses  to  practice  law,  granted 
by  this  territorial  court,  were  as  follows:  Robert  F.  Slaughter  in 

March,  1799,  William  Creighton  and  James  Montgomery  in  June, 
1799,  Michael  Baldwin  in  November,  1799,  and  Thomas  Scott  in 
June,  1801.  The  first  cause  docketed  was:  ‘Blair  vs.  Blair.  In 

case.  Damages  thirty  dollars.  Daniel  Rotruck,  special  bail.’ 

“The  first  jury  was  empaneled  in  the  case  of  Kennett  vs.  Ham- 
ilton, and  the  entry  upon  the  journal  is  as  follows : ‘A  jury  was 

returned  by  the  sheriff,  to-wit:  Isaac  Davis,  Jas.  Hays,  Joseph 

Tiffin,  William  McLinahan,  Isaac  Owens,  Jno.  Wilkinson,  Rob- 
ert W.  Finley,  Elias  Bootman,  Jno.  Bishong,  Jno.  Patton,  Benj. 
Miller  and  Jas.  Ivilgore,  who,  being  duly  elected,  tried  and  sworn, 
found  a verdict  for  the  defendant.’  Truly  a model  entry  for  con- 
ciseness and  simplicity.  Failure  to  agree  upon  a verdict  was  rare 
in  those  good  old  times  when  ‘rogues  were  hung  that  jurymen  might 
dine;’  and  the  modern  practitioner  is  often  tempted  to  wish  for  a 
return  to  the  old  practice. 

“Nearly  all  the  entries  in  ‘order  book  A’  are  in  the  neat  and  cor- 
rect handwriting  of  Edward  Tiffin  ; but  at  the  September  term,  1799, 
the  protlionotary  tried  a deputy,  and  that  deputy,  evidently  an  Irish- 
man who  wrote  a good  hand,  but  spelled  with  a brogue,  for  he  always, 
wrote  Justice  Ferguson’s  name  ‘Faugorson’  and  Guthrey’s  ‘Gutery,’ 
and  closed  the  daily  records  of  the  courts  ‘adjournments.’  His  rec- 
ord, however,  only  fills  six  pages,  when  Tiffin  resumed  the  pen,  and 
continued  them  until  the  January  term,  1803,  when,  says  the  record, 
‘Thomas  Scott,  esq.,  produced  a commission  from  Charles  Willing 
Byrd,  Esq.,  acting  governor,  appointing  him  protlionotary  of  the 
county,’  after  which,  having  taken  the  required  oath,  he  assumed  the 

•This  and  other  paragraphs  quoted  in  this  chapter  are  taken,  by  permis- 
sion of  Col.  William  E.  Gilmore,  from  his  sketch  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of 
Ross  county. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  COUNTY  OF  ROSS. 

164 

office,  and  kept  it  until  the  State  organization  went  into  effect,  m 
April  of  that  year.  u ,vas  ‘Ordered,  that  Thomas 

'T  w IKS 
££  S' WI^TS^TX i.ilor’a  I-. 

*“o„"o  &£  of  February,  ,803,  fe  ^ »<  *•  “"““J 
common  picas  end  wM,  ,1«  ,o,d,  'Mjmm*  ~«l  — • « *• 

“'mtidn  tliii  poriod  (be  liifdi  tribunal  .«  tlie  1 

three  judges,  appointed  by  Congress,  but  none  of  these  were  i 

^unty  meV  The  list  includes  Samuel  II. 

num,John  Cleves  Symmes,  George  Turoer,  dosep  Ann. 

Jonathan  Meigs,  Jr.,  Rufus  Putnam,  William  ’ people  of 

strong,  all  from  the  Muskingum  and  Miami  % alley  s ’ 1 P oj.en)0r 

which  regions  were  dominant  during  tlie  a^™1.nls  r , f these 

It  Clair  Court  was  doubtless  held  at  C ulhcotlie  by  some  of  these 
iudges  in  the  period  1798  to  1803,  the  judges  and  attendant  1 > 

coming  in  cavalcades  from  Marietta  or  Cincinnati,  swim  g 
en  streams,  camping  out  in  the  woods  on  their  way  and  living  a 
times  from  the  wild  game  of  the  forest  A 

attorney  in  that  time  necessarily  united  some  k * fitted  t0 

craft  with  his  other  accomplishments,  and  ^ he  f riding 

endure  great  hardships  he  could  not  survive  the ff  ^ 
the  circuit.  Such  conditions  continued  for  a long  tune  a 

admission  of  the  State.  xx™*:™  V»v  the  rec- 

Of  tlie  Ross  county  lawyers  introduced  to  our  attention  „ 

ords  quoted,  some  interesting  facts  have  been  where  he  was 

JohnS.  Will  was  a native  of  \ irgmia  ( V ‘ 7’ t to  Cin- 

admitted  to  the  bar  in  1794.  On  coming  west  he  first ^ mnt  t ^ 
cinnati,  and  thence  came  to  Chillicothe,  m 1 < J8,  to  ten 

lawyer  in  Ross  county.  He  remained  at  Chillicothe  for  a 
years,  serving  in  1807-8  as  public  prosecutor,  but  l oes  ^ 

"that  he  was  a remarkably  prominent  or  successful  lawyer., 
he  removed  to  Franklinton,  the  forerunner  of  the  ci  y 0 head- 

and  while  he  was  a resident  at  that  town,  which  was  military 
quarters  during  the  war  of  1812,  gossip  blamed  allege  . 
the  part,  of  Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison  to  the  attractions  ol  M*  - 
Will,  who  was  a lady  of  great  beauty  and,  from  all  tha  aPP  \ tr 

unquestioned  modesty  and  discretion.  The  army  gossip  was ‘ ,1 

edly  unjust  to  both  her  and  the  general,  but  it  is  not  a -pneral 

pleasant  society  and  comfortable  quarters  might  make  teg 
more  determined  to  wait  for  pleasant  weather  before  venturing 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


BENCH  AND  BAR. 


165 


the  Black  Swamp.  Another  interesting  reminiscence  concerning 
Will  is  that  he  was  deeply  interested  in  the  discussion  of  the  discov- 
eries regarding  galvanism,  a new  thing  while  he  was  at  Chillicothe, 
and  much  talked  of  as  a possible  means  of  prolonging  life  and  defeats 
ing  death. 

Levin  Belt  was  a native  of  England,  and  was  the  first  prosecutor 
before  the  Chillicothe  court  More  will  be  said  of  him  as  a judge. 
Robert  F.  Slaughter  was  another  who  was  upon  the  bench  for  a 
short  time.  The  most  famous  figures  of  this  earliest  Chillicothe  bar 
were,  however,  William  Creighton,  Michael  Baldwin  and  Thomas 
Scott. 

William  Creighton,  who  came  from  Berkeley  county,  Va.,  in 
1799,  at  the  ago  of  twenty-two  years,  was  properly  part  of  that 
Shenandoah  valley  colony,  embracing  Worthington  and  Tiffin,  that 
was  dominant  in  Ross  county  and  the  State  for  many  years.  He 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  deeply  read  in  principles  or  precedents, 
but,  it  is  said,  “held  that  the  law  was  simply  good  sense  and  sound 
judgment  crystallized  into  certain  forms  and  rules,  and  he  trusted 
greatly  to  evolving  from  his  own  sense  and  judgment  what  those 
rules  were  or  ought  to  be,  in  any  given  case.”  Neither  was  he  an 
orator,  though  a fluent  talker  in  the  conversational  style  and  ready 
with  wit  and  humor,  and  possessing  a valuable  fund  of  good  stories. 
He  is  described  as  a man  six  feet  in  height,  with  gray  eyes  shadowed 
by  bushy  brows,  a gravely  good-humored  countenance,  and  the 
slightly  drooping  head  of  a student.  In  the  social  life  of  the  old 
town  he  was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  figures.  Henry  Clay  and 
DeWitt  Clinton  were  among  those  that  enjoyed  his  hospitality.  His 
wife,  a sister  of  Charles  Willing  Byrd,  was  a lady  whose  “sprightly 
enjoyment  of  social  entertainments  seemed  never  to  tire,”*  and 
their  daughters,  Sarah  and  Susan  (the  latter  becoming  the  wife  of 
Jesse  L.  Williams,  a famous  railroad  engineer  and  financier  in  later 
days)  were  among  the  Chillicothe  beauties.  Creighton  was  a Jeffer- 
sonian in  politics  and  active  in  the  movement  for  the  establishment 
of  what  was  then  called  the  Republican  party.  When  the  Chilli- 
cothe party  took  the  reins  of  government  he  was  elected  in  1803  the 
first  secretary  of  state  of  Ohio,  and  in  1S06  he  was  re-elected,  but  he 
resigned  the  honor  in  1808.  Two  years  later  he  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress, where  he  served  in  1809-11.  Then,  when  Duncan  McArthur 
resigned  his  seat  in  Congress  to  become  a general  in  the  war  of  1812, 
Creighton  was  elected  to  succeed  him  in  1813,  but  he  resigned  in 
December,  1814,  and  in  1814  he  was  again  elected.  In  1815  he 
was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  United  States  senate.  In 
later  years  he  was  identified  with  the  party  of  Henry  Clay,  was 
again  elected  to  Congress  in  1826;  was  nominated  by  President 

♦“Chelecothe,  Glimpses  of  yesterday.” 
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Adams  for  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court,  but  not  con- 
firmed by  the  senate,  and  in  1828  and  1830  was  again  elected  to  Con- 
gress. These  facts  testify  to  his  prominence  in  public  affairs.  He 
died  at  Chillicothe,  October  8,  1851. 

Michael  Baldwin  was  of  a Connecticut  family.  One  brother, 
Henry,  was  a justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States ; 
another  was  a wealthy  planter  in  Tennessee.  Baldwin  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  men  at  the  bar  and  very  conspicuous  as  a politi- 
cian, but  like  many  other  bright  men  of  the  frontier  settlements,  he 
yielded  to  the  seductions  of  strong  drink,  and  while  he  might  not 
have  consumed  much  more  than  Daniel  Webster,  he  did  not  regulate 
his  potations  with  as  much  discretion.  Besides,  he  was  a man  of 
gay  spirit  and  loved  the  company  of  reckless  carousers.  At  a time 
when  most  people  gambled,  he  was  second  to  no  one  in  his  infatua- 
tion for  games  of  chance.  For  these  reasons  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  attain  those  official  honors  that  his  talents  made  him  worthy 
of,  though  early  in  his  career  he  was  made  a member  of  the  first  con- 
stitutional convention,  and  is  credited  traditionally  with  having  been 
the  author  of  a large  part  of  it.  He  was  also  speaker  of  the  first 
house  of  representatives,  and  had  the  same  honor  in  the  third  session, 
and  filled  the  professional  office  of  prosecuting  attorney.  When 
Harmon  Blennerhassett  was  expecting  to  he  tried  at  Chillicothe  on 
account  of  the  “Burr  conspiracy,”  he  engaged,  upon  the  advice  of 
Aaron  Bun*,  Judge  Burnet  of  Cincinnati,  and  Michael  Baldwin,  of 
Chillicothe,  as  counsel.  After  he  had  secured  these  attorneys,  Blen- 
nerhassett wrote  that  Burnet  would  be  a host  with  the  staid  inhabi- 
tants, and  that  Baldwin  would  be  a “giant  of  influence  with  the 
rabble,  whom  he  properly  styles  his  ‘bloodhounds/  ” These  organ- 
ized “Blood  Hounds”  were  faithful  to  their  leader,  even  to  the  extent 
of  forcibly  delivering  him  from  imprisonment  for  debt.  The  life 
this  famous  character  led  could  not  last  long.  He  died  about  1811, 
at  the  age  of  about  thirty-five  years. 

Most  distinguished  of  all  the  first  lawyers  was  Thomas  Scott,  the 
first  man  to  represent  the  Chillicothe  party  on  the  supreme  bench  of 
the  State.  Before  describing  his  career,  we  may  at  this  point  make 
mention  of  the  history  of  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio,  so  far  as  it  is 
connected  with  the  annals  of  Boss  county. 

The  supreme  court  had  its  origin  in  the  constitution  of  1802, 
which  provided  for  three  members,  with  permission  to  the  legislature 
to  add  another.  This  court  was  required  to  meet  once  a year  in  each 
county,  a regulation  that  in  the  year  1002  would  be  preposterous, 
but  in  1802,  with  a few  widely  scattered  counties,  was  obviously 
the  most  convenient  wav  of  serving  the  people  and  the  ends  of  Jus- 
tice. Until  1851  this  custom  of  an  annual  session  of  the  supreme 
court  continued,  and  the  records  show  that  some  of  the  greatest  law- 
yers of  Ohio  have  presided  at  Chillicothe,  such  as  William  W.  Irwin, 
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Etlian  Allen  Brown,  Calvin  Pease,  John  McLean,  Peter  Hitchcock, 
Jacob  Bumet,  Charles  R.  Sherman,  John  C.  Wright,  William  B. 
Caldwell,  and  Rufus  P.  Ranney. 

This  supreme  court  had  both  original  and  appellate  jurisdiction, 
and  had  complete  criminal  jurisdiction.  One  of  the  earliest  records 
of  a sitting  of  the  supreme  court  in  Ross  county,  is  taken  up  with  a 
trial  for  murder. 

“At  a term  of  the  supreme  court,  Monday,  May  14,  1804,  at  which 
Return  Jonathan  Meigs,  Jr.,  chief  justice  of  the  State,  presided,  and 
Samuel  Huntington  and  William  Spriggs,  judges,  were  present,  a 
grand  jury  w’as  sworn  and  charged,  and  upon  the  same  day  returned 
into  court  with  an  indictment,  which  charged  one,  “Edward  Stal- 
cupp,  laborer,  of  Pee  Pee  township  (now  Pike  county),  with  the 
murder  of  Asa  Mounts.  The  accused  man  had,  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  December,  1803,  in  a fit  of  anger,  bom  of  jealousy,  shot 
his  victim  dead,  with  a rifle.  On  the  next  day  the  prisoner  was  put 
upon  his  trial,  and  upon  the  following  day  the  jury  found  a verdict 
in  these  words:  “We,  the  jury,  find  the  criminal  guilty.  Isaac 

Brink,  foreman.”  On  Wednesday,  the  twenty-third  of  May,  he  was 
sentenced,  by  Judge  Meigs,  to  be  hung  by  the  neck  until  dead,  on 
Friday,  the  third  day  of  August,  1804,  between  the  hours  of  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning  and  twelve  at  noon — and  he  was  executed 
accordingly.  Levin  Belt  prosecuted  the  case  for  the  State,  and 
Michael  Baldwin  and  William  Creighton,  Jr.,  defended  the  prisoner. 
After  the  conviction,  Baldwin  made  earnest,  but  ineffectual,  appeal 
to  Governor  Tiffin  for  commutation  of  punishment,  and  after  the 
execution  he  procured  the  dead  body,  to  be  buried  on  a lot  directly  in 
the  rear  of  the  governor’s  residence,  swearing  he  would  keep  Tiffin  in 
mind  of  Stalcupp,  anyhow.  The  indictment  was  unskilfully  drawn, 
and  is  not  a good  presentment  of  the  crime  of  murder  in  the  first 
degree.  Nor,  so  far  as  we  can  now  judge  of  it,  did  the  facts  make  a 
case  which  warranted  the  infliction  of  the  death  penalty.  But,  per- 
haps, ‘an  example  was  wanted.’  ” 

Forty  years  later  there  was  another  murder  trial  before  the 
supreme  court,  sitting  at  Chillicothe. 

“On  the  night  of  November  19,  1844,  Frederick  Edwards,  an 
old,  well  known,  and  much  liked  merchant  of  this  county,  was  mur- 
dered in  a store-room,  in  the  village  of  Boumeville,  by  burglars, 
after  an  evidently  desperate  struggle  for  self-preservation.  His  body 
exhibited  no  less  than  nineteen  stabs,  and  of  these  wounds,  twelve 
were  of  such  a character  that,  in  the  opinion  of  surgeons  who  exam- 
ined them,  either  one  would  have  been,  of  itself,  mortal.  Soon  after- 
ward Leroy  J.  Maxon  was  arrested  at  McConnellsville,  Ohio,  and 
Henry  Thomas  (alias  Thomas  Dean)  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  commit- 
ted for  the  crime.  At  the  April  term,  1845,  they  were  indicted  for 
murder  in  the  first  degree,  and  elected — under  the  law  as  it  then 
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was — to  be  tried  by  the  supreme  court.  In  the  following  May, 
Maxon  succeeded  in  escaping  from  the  jail;  and,  although  many 
reports  of  his  having  been  seen  at  different  places  were  circulated  at 
intervals,  no  reliable  information  was  ever  obtained,  in  regard  to  him, 
afterwards. 

“On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  IS 4 5,  the  supreme  court 
began  a term  for  Ross  county,  with  ^Nathaniel  Reed  and  Peter  Hitch- 
cock, judges,  presiding ; and  the  trial  of  Thomas  was  the  first  busi- 
ness of  the  term.  The  prosecuting  attorney,  Joseph  Miller,  was 
assisted  by  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing  and  John  L.  Green,  and  the  defense 
was  conducted  by  Henry  Stanberry  and  Hocking  H.  Hunter.  The 
trial  of  the  case  occupied  two  days.  The  evidence  was  conclusive 
against  the  prisoner,  and  the  jury  promptly  returned  a verdict  of 
guilty  of  murder  in  the  first  degree.  On  the  twenty-eighth  Judge 
Reed  sentenced  Henry  Thomas  to  death,  by  hanging,  and  designated 
Friday,  the  sixth  of  March,  1846,  as  the  day  upon  which  the  execu- 
tion should  take  place.  A few  days  before  the  time  so  fixed  for  the 
execution,  Thomas  endeavored  to  commit  suicide  by  cutting  his 
throat  with  a pen-knife,  which  he  had  contrived  to  obtain  or  conceal. 
The  sentence  of  the  law  was  duly  carried  out,  at  the  proper  time,  by 
Charles  Martin,  the  sheriff. ” 

The  supreme  court,  as  has  been  noted,  was  at  first  entirely  a cir- 
cuit court.  In  1808,  however,  it  was  enlarged  to  four  judges,  and 
provision  made  for  extraordinary  sessions  once  a year  in  four  coun- 
ties, one  of  which  was  Ross,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  cases  reserved 
while  the  court  was  in  circuit.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the 
supreme  court-  “in  bank.”  That  law  was  repealed  two  years  later; 
but  in  1823  the  court  was  required  to  have  an  annual  session  at 
Columbus  at  the  close  of  the  circuit  work.  In  1831  another  act  cre- 
ated the  court  “in  bank,”  to  meet  annually  at  Columbus.  But  until 
1851  the  supreme  judges  were  peripatetic,  holding  court  in  all  the 
counties. 

Xo  citizen  of  Chillicothe  had  a seat  in  the  supreme  court  until  the 
legislative  session  of  December,  1S08,  when  J udge  Samuel  Hunting- 
ton  became  governor,  and  Judge  Meigs  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  senate.  Then  the  legislature,  after  a close  contest,  in  which 
Richard  S.  Thomas,  Thomas  Morris,  Thomas  Worthington,  Lewis 
Cass,  Ethan  Allen  Brown  and  others  were  among  the  candidates, 
chose  Thomas  Scott,  of  Chillicothe,  for  one  of  the  vacancies. 

Judge  Scott  was,  like  many  other  of  the  leading  settlers  of  the 
Scioto  valley,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  the  family  first  settling  after 
their  immigration,  in  Berks  county,  Pa.  His  parents  made  their 
home  on  the  upper  Potomac,  where  iie  was  born,  in  Alleghany  county, 
Md.,  October  31,  1772.  When  only  seventeen  years  old  he  was 
licensed  as  a preacher  by  Bishop  Asburv,  the  famous  pioneer  of 
Methodism  in  America,  and  in  1793  he  was  put  in  charge  of  the  Ohio 
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circuit.  In  the  following  year  he  was  sent  as  a delegate  to  thell 
church  conference  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  not  long  afterward  he^ 
seems  to  have  made  his  home  at  that  place  and  begun  the  study  of 
law  under  J ames  Brown.  He  had  qualified  himself  to  make  a living 
as  a tailor,  and  as  he  worked  at  his  bench,  his  wife,  Catherine  Wood, 
a well-educated  lady,  sat  beside  him  and  read  to  him  from  the  pages 
of  Blackstone  and  Coke.  Laboring  thus,  and  preaching  Sundays, 
doubtless,  he  prepared  himself  for  the  practice  of  law,  which  he  began 
in  Fleming  comity,  Ky.  Coming  to  Chillicothe  early  in  1801,  he 
was  soon  admitted  to  the  bar,  in  the  following  winter  was  clerk  of 
the  territorial  legislature,  and  in  1802  was  secretary  of  the  consti- 
tutional convention.  He  was  prothonotary  of  common  pleas  before 
the  constitution  went  into  elfect,  afterward  was  defeated  for  clerk  of 
the  common  pleas  court  by  John  McDougal,  and  for  three  or  four 
years  was  justice  of  the  peace,  then  a more  important  office  than  it  is 
now.  He  was  prosecuting  attorney  in  1804-5,  clerk  of  the  State 
senate  in  1805,  and  was  retained  in  that  office  until  elected  to  the 
supreme  bench.  lie  served  in  this  high  capacity  until  1815  and 
made  a good  record.  Afterward  lie  was  a member,  in  1822,  of  a 
commission  of  three  lawyers  to  revise  the  statutes  of  Ohio.  From 
President  John  Quincy  Adams  he  had  the  promise  of  appoinment  as 
United  States  district  judge,  but  failing  to  receive  that  honor 
through  the  opposition  of  Henry  Clay,  Judge  Scott  was  a warm  sup- 
porter of  Andrew  Jackson  and  VanBuren  until  the  Harrison  cam- 
paign of  1840,  when  he  joined  the  Whigs.  Jackson  appointed  him 
register  of  public  lands,  an  office  he  held  at  Cincinnati  from  1829 
to  1845.  As  a lawyer  he  enjoyed  a reputation  for  wide  learning 
and  thorough  research.  Throughout  his  life  he  also  welcomed  every 
opportunity  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  it  may  be  imagined  that  he  was 
an  active  force  for  the  promotion  of  the  nobler  life  that  was  often 
forgotten  on  the  frontier.  When  he  died,  February  13,  1856,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years,  he  had  been  longer  in  the  practice  than  any 
other  living  lawyer  of  Ohio. 

Judge  Scott/ s successor  upon  the  supreme  bench  was  Jcsup  N*. 
Couch,  who  became  a justice  at  the  same  time  as  John  McLean,  and 
had  for  his  other  associates  Ethan  Allen  Brown  and  Calvin  Pease 
at  first,  and  later,  Peter  Hitchcock,  Jacob  Burnet,  and  Charles  R. 
Sherman,  during  the  six  years  of  his  service.  Ohio  never  had  a 
greater  supreme  court  than  it  had  then.  Judge  Couch  was  a native 
of  Connecticut  who  came  to  Chillicothe  in  1808  or  1809,  and  he  must 
have  shown  himself  worthy  of  the  honor,  to  be  elected  after  such  a 
short  residence  in  the  State.  lie  is  remembered  as  an  elegant  gentle- 
man, and  not  very  popular  with  the  wilder  spirits.  He  died  of  con- 
sumption while  yet  upon  the  supreme  bench. 

Ross  county’s  next  contribution  to  the  supreme  court  was  Henry 
Brush.  He  came  to  Chillicothe  from  the  state  of  Yew  York  and 
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did  not  rapidly  acquire  prominence,  though  he  was  prosecuting  attor- 
ney in  1808-09.  In  1810-11  he  was  a representative  in  the  legisla- 
ture, and  when  the  war  came  on  with  Great  Britain  he  held  the  ran^ 
of  colonel-  in  the  militia.  His  name  is  conspicuous  in  the  history  of 
the  war  of  1812  on  account  of  his  commanding  the  convoy  of  sup- 
plies sent  from  C hill ico the  for  General  Hull  at  Detroit.  Colonel 
Brush  could  get  no  further  than  the  River  Raisin,  on  account  of  the 
Indians,  and  several  parties  sent  by  null  to  open  up  the  way  for  him 
met  with  defeat.  On  this  account,  mainly,  Hull’s  famous  surrender 
was  made.  Brush  and  his  men  were  included  in  .this  surrender, 
though  they  were  never  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  for  some 
months  they  were  under  parole.  In  1814-15  Colonel  Brush  was  a 
member  of  the  State  senate,  in  1819-21  a member  of  Congress,  and 
in  1828  he  was  elected  to  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio.  About  ten 
years  later  he  abandoned  law  for  farming,  and  his  later  years  were 
passed  in  Madison  county,  where  he  died  about  1860. 

Ross  county  had  no  citizen  on  the  supreme  court  after  Brush, 
until  the  legislature  of  1835-36  elected  Fredrick  Grimke,  who  served 
until  1848.  Grimke  was  born  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  September  1, 
1791,  of  Huguenot  descent,  son  of  an  eminent  jurist  who  was  an 
officer  of  the  Revolution  and  a member  of  the  convention  that  adopted 
the  federal  constitution.  The  two  sisters  of  Judge  Grimke  were 
compelled  to  leave  South  Carolina  because  of  their  active  opposition 
to  slavery,  and  one  of  them,  Angelica,  married  the  famous  professor 
and  anti-slavery  lecturer,  Theodore  D.  Weld.  Judge  Grimke  was 
educated  at  Yale  college,  and  came  to  Chilicothe  to  make  his  home 
about  1818.  Before  making  this  change  of  residence  he  and  his 
sisters  freed  their  slaves.  Being  an  exceedingly  quiet  and  reti- 
cent man,  a bachelor,  and  with  many  peculiarities,  he  became  one 
of  the  famous  figures  of  the  old  town,  and  no  picture  of  Chillicothe 
in  the  old  days  would  be  complete  without  him.  Elizabeth  Waddle 
Renick  has  described  him  in  “Glimpses  of  Yesterday,”  in  these 
words:  “An  elderly  gentleman,  of  stiff  and  stately  mien,  his  immo- 

bile face  most  granite  and  sphinx  like,  striding  along,  looking  neither 
to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  taking  no  apparent  pleasure  in  the  stroll, 
but  since  he  had  elected  to  walk,  walking  solemnly  and  slowly,  until 
the  proper  amount  of  exercise  had  been  taken.  His  nearly  white 
hair  was  brushed  smoothly  back  around  his  head ; his  face,  long,  thin 
and  sallow,  with  pronounced  features  and  eyes  that  looked  always 
straight  ahead,  was  clean  shaven.  A stiff,  white  neckcloth  encircled 
his  throat  in  voluminous  folds,  the  ends  tied  in  a precise  little  bow. 
The  swallow-tailed  coat,  the  gloved  hands  held  stiffly  straight  to  his 
sides,  the  strapped  pantaloons  guiltless  of  crease  or  wrinkles,  and  his 
whole  appearance  was  so  stiff,  so  mechanical,  so  'wooden,  as  to  resem- 
ble one  of  those  figures  whose  jerky  motions  are  governed  by  macliin- 
ery.”  In  the  'winter  of  1829-30  the  legislature  elected  him  presi- 
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dent  judge  of  the  Sixth  circuit,  and  he  held  this  position  until  ele- 
vated to  the  supreme  court,  where  he  showed  himself  an  able  and 
upright  jurist.  He  gave  much  time  to  philosophical  and  literary 
studies,  and  published  two  -works,  an  “Essay  on  Ancient  and  Modern 
Literature,”  and  a volume  on  “The  Nature  and  Tendency  of  Free 
Institutions.”  After  his  retirement  from  the  supreme  court,  in 
1848,  he  lived  at  the  Madeira  hotel  and  Valley  house,  giving  his 
time  to  study,  until  his  death  on  January  8,  1863. 

From  1848  Ross  county  was  not  represented  on  . the  supreme 
ben'ch  until,  by  the  constitution  of  1851,  a supreme  court  of  five 
members,  to  sit  at  Columbus,  was  provided  for,  to  be  elected  by  the 
people.  One  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  first  five  men  honored  by 
election  was  Allen  Granbery  Thurman,  of  Chillicothe,  and  his  asso- 
ciates were  Thomas  W.  Bartley,  John  A.  Corwin,  Rufus  P.  Ranney 
and  William  B.  Caldwell.  Judge  Thurman,  most  famous  of  all  the 
citizens  of  Chillicothe,  was  brought  to  Chillicothe,  before  he  was  five 
years  old,  from  his  birthplace  at  Lynchburg,  Va.  His  father,  the 
Rev.  Pleasant  Thurman,  was  a well-remembered  figure  in  the  relig- 
ious history  of  Chillicothe  from  his  coming  in  1818,  and  his  mother, 
a talented  woman,  for  some  time  taught  a school  for  girls.  A few 
months  later  Mrs.  Thurman’s  brother,  William  Allen,  came  from 
Virginia,  from  his  birthplace  at  Edenton,  N.  C.,  and  made  his  home 
with  her,  and  with  this  uncle,  six  years  his  senior,  young  Thurman, 
born  November  13,  1813,  began  the  reading  of  law  after  he  had  fol- 
lowed the  curriculum  of  the  “Old  Academy.”  He  was  very  industri- 
ous and  much  of  his  youth  and  early  manhood  were  spent  in  teaching 
and  engineering  as  a means  of  livelihood.  Being  appointed  private 
secretary  to  Governor  Lucas,  he  continued  his  law  reading  with  Noah 
H.  Swayne,  and  in  1835  he  was  admitted  to  practice.  He  rapidly 
attained  prominence  at  the  bar,  and  took  some  interest  in  politics, 
winning  an  election  to  Congress  in  1844,  where  he  was  then  the 
youngest  member,  but  declining  re-election.  In  1844  he  was  mar- 
ried to  a daughter  of  Walter  Dun.  After  his  election  to  the  supreme 
•court,  leading  his  ticket  by  2,000  votes,  he  served  in  that  body  one 
term  of  five  years,  in  the  last  two  holding  the  position  of  chief  justice. 
In  1853  he  removed  to  Columbus,  which  was  his  home  until  his 
death,  December  12,  1805,  but  throughout  his  life  the  people  of  Ross 
county  followed  his  career  with  affectionate  interest.  lie  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  governor  in  1867,  and  failing  to  win 
against  Rutherford  B.  Ilayes,  was  elected  United  States  senator  in 
January,  1868.  Being  re-elected  in  1874,  be  represented  Ohio  in 
the  senate  for  twelve  years,  and  was  the  leader  of  his  party.  Three 
times  he  was  voted  for  bv  the  Democrats  of  Ohio  unsuccessfully  for 
the  same  office,  and  three*  times  be  was  supported  by  the  Ohio  dele- 
gates for  nomination  for  president  of  the  United  States.  In  1881 
lie  was  one  of  the  three  commissioners  of  the  United  States  in  the 
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International  monetary  conference.  In  18SS  he  was  the  Democratic 
nominee  for  vice  president,  but  it  was  a year  in  which  defeat  over- 
came his  party.  When  he  represented  Ross  county  in  Congress,  he 
supported  the  Wilmot  proviso,  in  the  interests  of  the  restriction  of 
slavery,  and  during  the  war,  he  was  a friend  of  the  Lnion.  On  his 
seventy-seventh  birthday,  lie  was  the  guest  of  honor  at  a banquet  at 
Columbus,  attended  by  a thousand  prominent  men  from  all  parts  of 
the  United  States  and  presided  over  by  President  Cleveland. 

From  February,  1880,  until  February,  1002,  Ross  county  was 
represented  in  the  supreme  court  by  Thaddeus  A.  Minshall,  who 
ex-officio  was  honored  with  the  position  of  chief  justice  for  four 
years. 

Under  the  constitution  of  1802  the  State  was  divided  into  three 
circuits,  by  act  of  April  1(>,  1803,  for  each  of  which  the  legislature 
elected  a president  judge.  For  each  county  the  legislature  also 
elected  two  or  three  associate  judges,  and  these,  sitting  with  the  pres- 
ident judge,  constituted  the  court  of  common  pleas.  Hie  second 
district  included  Adams,  Scioto,  Ross,  Franklin,  Fairfield,  and  Gal- 
lia counties,  all  of  much  greater  extent  than  at  present,  so  that 
district  included  all  of  the  central  part  of  the  region  of  the  State 
between  Steubenville  and  Cincinnati.  The  districts  were  changed 
from  year  to  year,  and  increased  in  number,  but  Ross  remained  a 
part  of  the  Second  circuit  until  1824,  when  the  other  counties  in  the 
district  were  Hocking,  Fayette,  Highland,  Adams  and  Brown.  The 
difficulties  of  riding  such  a circuit  on  horseback  may  be  imagined. 
Wyllys  Silliman,  of  Zanesville,  was  the  first  president  judge  for  the 
Second  district,  and  for  the  county,  Reuben  Abrams,  William  Pat- 
ton and  Felix  Renick  were  elected  associate  judges.  The  court,  thus 
constituted,  began  its  first  term  on  April  2(>,  1803,  when  the  associate 
justices  met,  produced  their  commissions  and  ordered  the  opening 
of  the  court. 

“On  the  next  day,  Judge  Wyllys  Silliman  appeared,  and,  having 
produced  his  commission,  took  the  oath,  and  entered  upon  his  duties. 
Thomas  Scott  was  clerk  pro  tempore,  and  Jeremiah  McLene,  sheriff. 
On  this  second  day  of  the  term,  the  first  grand  jury  was  empaneled, 
sworn  and  charged,  and  retired  to  make  inquiry  of  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors committed  within  the  body  of  Ross  county;  bind,  after  some 
time/  says  the  journal,  ‘returned  into  court  and  made  presentment 
of for  selling  liquor  without  license ; and  were  dis- 

charged.’ The  culprit  was  afterward  duly  convicted,  fined  twenty 
dollars  and  costs,  and  committed  to  jail  until  his  fine  and  costs  were 
paid. 

“The  next  business  of  the  judges  was  the  choice  of  a permanent 
clerk  of  the  court.  Levin  Belt,  Thomas  Scott,  William  R.  Dicken- 
son and  John  HcDougal  were  the  candidates,  and  each  produced  a 
certificate  of  competency,  etc.,  signed  by  Hons.  William  Sprigg  and 
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Samuel  Huntington,  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio.  John 
McDougal  was  the  successful  candidate,  and  was  at  once  sworn  into 
his  official  position.  Clerk  McDougal,  in  the  pride  of  his  citizen- 
ship of  the  newly  admitted  State,  always  wrote  its  name  •OHIO/ 
all  capitals,  and  big  ones,  too. 

“The  earliest  licenses  to  practice  law,  by  the  State  courts  here, 
were  issued  as  follows : To  Richard  Henry  Yansey,  in  April,  1803 ; 

to  Lewis  Cass,  in  April,  1803  ; to  William  H.  Irwin,  in  April,  1803 ; 
to  Henry  Brash,  in  December,  1803 ; to  Abraham  J.  Williams,  in 
June,  1804;  to  Wyllys  Silliman,  in  June,  1804;  to  James  Scott, 
in  June,  1804.  Neither  Yansey,  Cass,  Irwin  or  Silliman  ever 
resided  in  Ross  county.  The  first  cause  docketed  in  this  first  term 
was  ‘ Joseph  Tiffin  vs.  James  Wallace — debt.  Judgments  confessed; 
and  execution  stayed,  by  consent  of  plaintiff,  for  six  months.’ 

“The  third  cause  tried  was  Robert  Campbell  vs.  Samuel  Smith; 
in  case,  damages,  four  hundred  dollars.  It  had  been  twice  tried  in 
the  territorial  court.  At  the  first  trial  the  jury  had  rendered  a ver- 
dict for  plaintiff  for  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  being  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars  more  than  the  plaintiff  asked  for!  This 
verdict  was  set  aside,  and,  on  leave  had,  the  plaintiff  amended  his 
declaration  by  asking  eight  hundred  dollars’  damages;  so  as  to  be 
prepared  for  another  liberal  jury,  if  he  could  get  such.  But  the 
second  jury  found  a verdict  for  defendant ! This  was  also  set  aside, 
and  upon  this,  the  third  trial,  the  jury  again  found  for  the  defendant, 
and  the  court  entered  judgment  thereon  as  follows : ‘It  is,  therefore, 

considered  by  the  court  that  the  plaintiff  take  nothing  by  his  bill; 
but,  for  his  false  clamor,  he  together  with  his  pledges,  &c.,  be  in 
mercy,  &c.,  &c.,  and  the  defendant  go  hence  without  day,  and  recover 
against  the  plaintiff  his  costs  by  him  in  and  about  his  defence,  in  this 
behalf  expended.’  We  give  this  as  a specimen  of  the  quaint  forms 
and  language  of  the  law  proceedings  of  that  day.  The  ‘&c.’s’  of  the 
original  record  stand  as  given  above,  and,  as  Lord  Coke  said  of  the 
‘&c.’  and  ‘etc.’  of  Littleton,  they  ‘are  pregnant  of  meaning.’ 

“It  will  not  be  unwelcome  to  the  reader  to  notice  here  the  humor 
with  which  the  old  time  lawyers  christened  the  mythical  ‘lessors’ 
and  ‘casual  ejectors’  in  the  artificial  forms  of  the  common-law  action 
of  ejectment — forms  now  obsolete  forever  and  everywhere.  We  copy 
one  notice  from  the  ‘casual  ejector’  to  his  ‘tenant  in  possession.’ 
The  case  is  styled  ‘Joseph  Saveall,  on  the  demise  of  Joseph  Tiffin, 
versus  Simpleton  Spendall,  Elias  Langham,  tenant  in  possession,’ 
and  is  as  follows: 

“ ‘Fourth  of  December,  1802. 

“ ‘Mr.  ELIAS  LANGHAM,  DEAR  SIR:— I am  informed  that 
you  are  in  possession  of  and  claim  title  to  the  premises  mentioned  in 
this  declaration  of  ejectment  ; and  I being  sued  therein  as  casual 
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ejector,  and  claiming  no  title  to  the  same,  I give  you  notice  to  appear 
before  the  justices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  at  the  next  term  for 
Ross  county,  and  then,  by  a rule  of  the  court,  cause  yourself  to  be 
made  defendant  in  my  stead,  and  make  your  defences.  Otherwise, 
I shall  suffer  judgment  to  be  had  against  me  by  default,  and  you  will 
be  turned  out  of  possession.  So  much  from  vour  loving  friend. 

“ ‘SIMPLETON  SPENDALL.’ 

“We  also  find  notices  in  the  records  from  ‘Peter  Notitle,’  ‘John 
Bankrupt,’  etc.,  but  generally  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe  maintain 
their  eminence  as  litigators  of  the  titles  to  real  estate. 

“Simon  Kenton,  the  famous  Indian  fighter,  figures  as  defendant 
in  a suit  for  debt  in  1805.  Imprisonment  for  debt  was  usual. 
Indeed,  most  suits  upon  contract  demands  for  money,  wrere  com- 
menced by  the  issue  of  capiases.  Women  were  not  exempt  from  this 
hardship.  The  journal  for  1804  recites,  for  instance,  that  ‘Hetty 
McCann,  a poor  person  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  jail  of  the  county, 
is  ordered  to  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  act,  she  hav- 
ing taken  the  oath  prescribed  by  law,’  etc.  And  again,  we  notice 
that  ‘Marv  Mealhouse’  was  the  subject  of  a similar  order. 

“The  stocks  and  pillory  erected  in  1708  had  not  been  built  in  vain. 
Sentences,  to  be  publicly  whipped,  were  ordinarily  only  dealt  out  to 
negroes  convicted  of  misdemeanors,  and  white  people  convicted  of 
theft.  The  reader  will  notice  the  difference  made  in  the  matter  of 
punishments  between  the  two  races.  We  give  a single  specimen  of 
a ‘Sentence  to  the  Post,’  as  it  was  commonly  called.  One  John  Cum- 
mins had  been  duly  convicted  of  horse-stealing  at  the  November 
term,  1808.  The  sentence  (by  Judge  Levin  Belt)  was  ‘that  said 
Cummins  receive  fiftv  lashes  well  laid  on  his  bare  back,  pay  a fine  of 
one  hundred  dollars  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  restore  to  Israel  Jennings 
the  property  stolen,  and  also  eighty  dollars,  the  value  thereof ; be 
confined  in  the  common  jail  twenty-five  days,  and  pay  the  costs  of 
prosecution.  And  it  was  further  ordered  that  said  John  Cummins 
stand  committed  until  this  order  be  fully  carried  out.’  ‘Black 
Betty,  a negro  woman,’  was  also  whipped  to  the  extent  of  ten  lashes, 
also  to  be  ‘well  laid  on  her  bare  back,’  on  conviction  for  petty  lar- 
ceny ; and  so  far  as  we  have  noticed  this  is  the  only  instance  in  which 
the  common  pleas  sentenced  a woman  to  the  post.  But  the  reader 
must  remember  that  justices  of  the  peace  had  also  power  to  sentence 
to  the  whipping  post  for  petty  offences,  over  which  they  had  final 
jurisdiction,  and  no  doubt,  many  such  penalties  were  imposed  by 
them  upon  both  males  and  females — if  ‘negroes.’  It  would  be  cruel 
in  the  last  degree  to  detail  all  the  sentences  to  the  whipping  post, 
which  have  attracted  our  attention  while  examining  these  old  records. 
Let  the  above  suffice. 

In  many  instances  when  convicted  criminals  were  unable  to  pay 
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the  fines  and  costs  assessed  against  them,  they  were,  by  order  of  the 
court,  ‘bound  out  to  labor  for  not  exceeding  seven  years/  and  the 
money  bid  for  their  labor  -was  applied  to  the  payment  of  such  fines 
and  costs — costs  first , of  course.  Branding  with  red  hot  irons,  too, 
was  occasionally  resorted  to.  In  1804  one  John  Brandy  was  tried 
for  murder,  but  the  jury  found  him  guilty  of  manslaughter,  only. 
He  was  sentenced  ‘to  be  burned  in  the  palm  of  the  left  hand,  with  a 
hot  iron,  so  that  the  letters  MS  shall  be  plainly  marked  thereon,  and 
pay  the  costs  of  prosecution.’  ” 

The  most  common  cause  of  litigation  in  the  early  days  of  Ross 
county  was  the  disputes  arising  over  land  titles  and  land  boundaries, 
and  growing  out  of  the  systems  of  land  entries  and  land  surveys, 
which  were  irregular,  complicated  and  confusing.  Many  of  the 
prominent  early  citizens,  notably  General  McArthur,  were  frequently 
involved  in  expensive  and  protracted  litigation,  which  were  not  pro- 
ductive of  good  feeling,  to  say  the  least.  It  was  the  business  of 
attorneys,  of  course,  to  straighten  out  these  matters,  or  at  any  rate,  to 
represent  the  interests  of  their  clients,  and  where  a client  had  an 
unjust  cause,  it  was  no  more  difficult  to  find  legal  assistance  than  it 
is  today. 

Some  of  the  attorneys  became  experts  in  the  land  matters  of  the 
Virginia  military  reserve.  An  instance  is  Robert  Douglas,  of  whom 
it  is  told  by  Colonel  Gilmore : “It  is  reported  that  some  timid  ones 

would  not  purchase  any  land  unless  the  conveyances  contained  a quits 
claim  deed  from  Douglas ! He  played  upon  the  nervous  by  having 
bundles  of  carefully  sealed  papers  in  the  pigeon  holes  of  his  office 
desk,  the  visible  ends  of  which  were  labeled,  for  instance:  ‘Papers 

to  be  opened  after  the  death  of  John  A.  Fulton/  or  ‘after  the  death 
of  Cadwallader  Wallace.’  Men  whose  names  appeared  on  such 
mysterious  documents  would  have  given  their  ears  to  know  what  they 
contained ; but  Douglas  wTas  deaf  as  a post  to  all  questions  regarding 
them.’7  Judge  Clark  deserves  to  be  named  as  one  of  those  who  had 
a mastery  of  the  intricacies  of  the  land  practice,  in  later  days. 

During  the  period  of  the  old  constitution  the  plan  of  having  two 
citizens  act  as  associate  judges,  theoretically  supporting  the  legal 
subtleties  of  the  president  judge  with  their  native  shrewdness  and 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  continued  in  operation.  After  the  first 
associate  judges  already  named,  the  following  gentlemen  served: 
Reuben  Abrams,  1804  to  1810;  Isaac  Cook,  1804  to  1824;  John 
Hutt,  1804  to  1805;  James  Armstrong,  1805  to  1824;  Thomas 
Hicks,  1805  to  1817;  Joseph  Gardner,  1817  to  1825;  Presley 
Morris,  1824  to  1831 ; James  McGlintick,  1824  to  1845 ; John  Bail- 
hache,  1825  to  1830;  Samuel  Swearingen,  1830  to  1833;  Presley 
Morris,  1831,  May  to  July;  Isaac  Cook,  1831  to  1838;  Isaac 
McCracken,  1833  to  1840;  Jacob  Bonser,  1838  to  1845;  Tilghman 
Rittenhouse,  1840  to  1847 ; Owen  T.  Reeves,  1845  to  1852;  Thomas 
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Orr,  1845  to  1852;  Joseph  Blacker,  1847  to  1850;  John  Foster, 
1850  to  1851;  Joshua  Robinson,  1851  to  1852. 

Isaac  Cook,  it  will  be  noticed,  was  associate  judge  for  twenty- 
eight  years.  He  was  of  Connecticut  birth,  came  to  Ohio  in  1<95 
and  was  present  at  Wayne’s  treaty,  and  also  served  as  a legislator. 
His  son,  Matthew  Scott  Cook,  married  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Edward 
Tiffin,  and  founded  the  beautiful  rural  home  known  as  Buena  \ista. 

Wyllys  Silliman,  first  president  judge  of  the  Second  circuit,  was 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1777,  came  west  and  edited  a Federalist 
paper  in  Western  Virginia  in  1800-01,  and  then  moved  to  Ohio. 

In  1802  he  married  a sister  of  Gen.  Lewis  Cass.  He  was  elected 
judge  in  1803,  but  soon  tired  of  the  office,  and  resigning  in  1804, 
became  the  first  lawyer  at  the  new  town  of  Zanesville.  There  he  was 
register  of  the  land  office  in  1805-11.  He  was  a great  natural  orator 
and  eloquent  pleader  before  a jury,  and  though  not  much  of  a student, 
was  in  general  demand  in  the  famous  cases  of  popular  interest.  n 
politics  as  well  as  law  he  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  o 
his  day.  He  represented  the  opposition  to  the  Jeffersonian  party 
for  many  years,  and  in  1824  was  the  candidate  for  United  States 
senator  against  General  Harrison,  and  again  in  1827  he  ran  against 
Benjamin  Ruggles.  He  was  in  the  legislature  of  1828-29,  and 
solicitor  of  the  United  States  treasury*  under  Andrew  Jackson. 

He  was  succeeded  as  judge  in  June,  1804,  by  Levin  Belt,  of  Clnlh- 
cothe.  Levin  Belt  was  a native  of  England  who  had  sought  the 
land  of  promise,  coming  from  the  city  of  Washington  to  Chillicotlie, 
and  as  already  mentioned  was  one  of  the  first  lawyers  to  be  admitte 
to  practice  before  the  court  at  Chillicotlie  in  Territorial  days.  After- 
ward he  acted  as  prosecutor  for  the  State,  at  a time  when  prosecutors 
were  appointed  by  the  court  and  allowed  for  the  services  of  a terni 
at  least  fifteen  dollars,  and,  when  their  duties  were  particularly  ardu- 
ous, as  much  as  fifty.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Judge  Silliman  he 
was  appointed  to  the  vacancy  by  Governor  Tiffin  in  June,  1804,  and 
held  the  office  until  the  following  March,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Robert  F.  Slaughter,  elected  by  the  legislature  in  February,  1805. 
Judge  Belt  was  a very  tall,  broad-shouldered,  muscular  man,  with 
ruddy  complexion,  gray  eyes  and  brown  hair,  and  while  not  a great 
lawyer,  was  a respectable  one,  a good  citizen  and  an  honest  and  able 
judge.  Slaughter  continued  as  judge  until  January,  1807,  when  he 
was  removed,  and  the  legislature  elected  Judge  Belt,  who  was  judge 
under  this  authority  until  succeeded  by  John  Thompson,  elected  in 
December,  1809.  After  this,  Judge  Belt  became  the  first  mayor  of 
Chillicotlie,  and  for  a considerable  number  of  years  he  continued  to 
be  mayor  and  justice  of  the  peace,  the  functions  for  which  he  is  best 
remembered.  It  is  recalled  that  he  made,  as  justice,  an  ingenious 
construction  of  one  of  the  remarkable  laws  of  the  legislature  in  that 
period.  This  decree  was  to  the  effect  that  lawyers  must  not  practice 
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before  a justice  of  the  peace.  So,  when  Richard  Douglas  had  the 
temerity  to  appear  before  him,  Judge  Belt  cried  out:  “Dick ! Dick ! 

Don’t  you  know  the  law?  You  mustn’t  appear  before  me!  Get 
behind  me,  Dick,  and  make  your  speech !”  which  the  lawyer  did,  as 
in  the  statutes  of  Ohio  made  and  provided.  The  judge  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  church  at  Chillicothe,  and  it  i9 
told  that  when  Bishop  Philander  Chase  officiated  in  the  courthouse, 
the  judge  held  a large  bandanna  handkerchief  before  the  bishop  as  a 
screen  while  he  donned  the  episcopal  robes,  there  being  nothing  avail- 
able as  a vestry  room.  Says  a charming  writer  in  “Glimpses  of  Yes- 
terday”: “He  lived  on  Second  street,  where  Mrs.  Waddle’s  residence 
now  stands.  His  house  was  a two-story  frame  building  surrounded  by 
a fine  lawn,  and  on  the  eastern  side  of  it  there  was  a large  weeping- 
willow  tree.  Mrs.  Belt  was  of  French  extraction  and  charming  and 
graceful  in  society.  Judge  Belt  long  continued  to  wear  knee 
breeches,  silk  stockings  and  low  shoes  with  large  silver  buckles. 
Miss  Baskerville  sometimes  held  her  watermelon  parties  on  their 
lawn  under  the  great  willow  tree.  In  early  days  the  festive  lawyers 
had  their  Sunday  dinner  parties  at  the  homes  of  Judge  Belt,  Mr. 
Creighton,  Mr.  James  and  Colonel  Brush,  alternately.”  About  the 
year  1828  Judge  Belt  removed  to  Washington,  where  he  died  a few 
years  later. 

Judge  Robert  F.  Slaughter,  whose  service  has  already  been  men- 
tioned, was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Chillicothe  in  1709,  but  removed 
to  Lancaster  in  1800.  He  was  a fairly  successful  lawyer,  an  effect* 
ive  orator,  and  seems,  as  judge,  to  have  been  a terror  to  evil  doers. 
It  was  he  who  sentenced  Black  Betty  to  the  whipping  post.  The 
fact  that  he  was  removed  from  office  should  not,  in  itself,  be  consid- 
ered seriously  against  him,  for  removals  and  impeachments  were 
common  in  those  times,  when  the  legislature  was  attempting  to  main- 
tain a control  of  the  judiciary  somewhat  resembling  that  of  a factory 
boss  over  his  “hands.”  He  was  impeached  before  the  State  senate 
January  8,  1807,  for  failure  to  attend  court,  or  tardiness  of  arrival, 
fifteen  cases  of  such  dereliction  being  alleged.  His  answer  is  very 
interesting,  as  it  reveals  some  of  the  hardships  of  a judge  in  that 
period.  To  explain  a failure  to  attend  court  in  Scioto  county,  he 
said  he  had  been  compelled  to  go  to  Kentucky  on  business  after  the 
Adams  county  session,  and  on  returning  to  the  Ohio  river,  could  not 
cross.  Going  two  miles  to  find  a ferry,  he  was  compelled  to  hunt 
the  ferryman  in  the  fields,  and  so  was  delayed  one  day,  and  when  he 
reached  his  destination  he  found  the  associate  judges,  having  nothing 
to  try,  had  adjourned.  On  another  occasion,  going  from  Lancaster 
to  Highland  county,  his  horse  foundered  on  the  Pickaway  plains,  and 
his  funds  and  salary  did  not  warrant  him  in  buying  another.  He 
borrowed  one,  however,  to  ride  to  Adams  county,  and  then,  having  to 
11—12 
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return  the  horse,  he  could  not  get  to  the  Scioto  court.  He  could  not 
attend  the  spring  court  in  Gallia  one  spring  because  the  nvers 
and  creeks  were  flooded  and,  being  afflicted  with  pleurisy,  he  dared 
not  swim  the  streams.  On  another  occasion,  being  in  Hig  an  > ia 
horse  broke  out  of  pasture  and  could  not  be  found,  and  he  bought  a 
horse  conditionally  of  Joseph  Kerr,  to  ride  to  the  next  court,  but  the 
animal  could  not  carry  him  “if  it  had  been  a case  of  life  or  death, 
and  he  traded  it  for  another  that  took  him  the  rest  of  the  circuit. 
All  of  these  mitigating  circumstances  were  solemnly  presented,  but 
Henry  Brush,  Jessup  M.  Couch,  William  Creighton,  Lewis  Cass, 
Joseph  Foos  and  James  Kilboume  testified  against  the  judge  ana 
the  senate  found  him  guilty  and  removed  him  from  office,  doubtless 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  Judge  Slaughter. 

Judge  John  Thompson,  who  was  elected  in  December,  1809>  T8? 
impeached  in  the  legislature  in  the  winter  of  1811-12,  and  tried 
before  the  senate  in  January,  on  the  charges  of  “high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  in  this,  to-wit : oppression  in  office,  violent  language 
and  conduct,  and  expressing  contempt  for  the  government  o e 
United  States  and  the  people.”  In  detail  some  of  the  charges  were 
as  follows:  In  a larceny  case  he  allowed  the  attorneys  but  ten  min- 

ntes  each  for  argument  to  the  jury,  and  when  they  objected  sai  ey 
must  get  along  with  that  or  he  would  cut  them  to  live  minutes.  e 
refused  to  allow  an  attorney  to  testify  for  his  client  in  a case  of  usur- 
pation of  office.  On  one  occasion  he  ordered  the  court  constables  to 
knock  down  certain  bystanders  with  their  staves.  He  declared  m an 
assault  and  battery  case  that  the  attorneys  had  no  right  to  argue  t e 
facts  to  the  jury  except  with  the  permission  of  the  court,,  and  w en 
he  was  overruled  by  the  associate  judges,  he  told  the  jury  it  could  go. 
Then  again,  he  refused  a jury  the  remarkable  request  that  it  mig 
come  back  after  the  case  had  been  closed  and  re-examine  .witnesses. 
Another  time,  he  allowed  an  attorney  but  twenty-five  minutes  or 
argument,  and  when  the  time  was  up  told  him  to  sit  down  and  t e 
jury  would  do  justice  to  the  case.  At  Circleville,  it  was  alleged,  e 
told  the  grand  jury  our  government  was  the  most  corrupt  and  per- 
fidious in  the  world,  and  the  people  were  their  own  worst  enemies. 
On  such  charges  Judge  Thompson  was  tried  for  nine  days  before  the 
senate,  with  witnesses  from  all  over  the  vast  circuit.  But  he  was 
ably  defended  by  Lewis  Cass,  John  McLean  and  Samuel  Herne  , 
and  acquitted  by  a vote  of  eighteen  to  five,  and  in  1817  the  legisla- 
ture re-elected  him.  Doubtless  the  animus  of  the  impeachment  was 
politics.  Perhaps  the  judge  was  not  an  ardent  supporter  of  “Madi- 
son’s war”  of  1812.  Judge  Thompson  was  upon  the  district  bench 
from  1810  to  the  end  of  1824,  and  consequently  made  more  of  an 
impress  upon  judicial  affairs  in  the  Scioto  valley  than  any.  other 
judge  in  the  early  days.  He  heard  some  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
famous  United  States  bank  case,  and  tried  the  Mounts  murder  case. 
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Judge  Thompson  came  to  Chillicothe  from  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  in  ; I 

1806,  and  went  after  business  with  such  energy  and  success  that  he  | 

was  soon  at  the  head  of  the  bar.  His  mental  faculties  were  acute, 
he  was  firm  almost  to  stubbornness,  somewhat  subject  to  prejudices;  " 

if  we  may  believe  the  articles  of  impeachment,  not  afraid  to  express 
his  opinions,  and  had  the  unusual  advantage  in  the  struggle  for  suc- 
cess in  the  west  of  being  a strictly  temperate  man  in  the  use  of  strong 
drink,  if  indeed,  he  drank  at  all.  He  was  a Presbyterian  also,  and 
devoted  to  his  church.  After  he  left  the  bench  Judge  Thompson  j 

removed  to  eastern  Louisiana,  where  he  bought  a plantation  and  made  i 

it  his  home  until  his  death  about  1832.  ’ ' ; 1 

From  1824  to  1830  the  president  judge  of  the  Sixth  circuit,  ' 

including  Ross  county,  was  Gustavus  Swan,  of  Franklinton..  Judge  I 

Swan  was  succeeded  by  Judge  Fredrick  Grimke,  to  whom  we  have  i 

already  introduced  the  reader  as  one  of  the  most  famous  men  of  the  j ij 

Chillicothe  bar.  He  presided  until  1835,  and  by  the  legislature  of  ]' 

1835-36  John  H.  Keith  was  elected  as  his  successor.  Keith  was  a ' ! 

native  of  Delaware,  born  in  1804,  and  had  been  reared  from  child-  i 

hood  at  Zanesville,  where  he  was  fitted  to  enter  Ohio  university  at  I 

Athens,  an  institution  where  his  abilities  as  a student  are  not  quite 
forgotten.  After  graduation  he  read  law  with  Judge  Stilwell,  at 
Zanesville,  and  became  so  prominent  early  in  his  career  that  he  was 
elected  to  the  legislature,  and  in  the  session  of  1833-34  was  speaker 
of  the  house.  While  yet  a citizen  of  Zanesville  he  was  made  presi-  ; ( 

dent  judge  of  the  district  including  Ross  county,  and  he  soon  made 
his  home  at  Chillicothe,  where  he  was  a prominent  figure  through- 
out his  long  service  on  the  bench,  until  1848,  and  until  his  death, 

May  4,  1875.  When  he  first  came  to  Chillicothe  as  judge  much 
attention  was  attracted  by  his  good  figure,  fine  head  with  abundant 
blond  and  curly  hair,  and  his  fastidious  dress,  which,  in  accordance 
with  the  fashion  of  that  day,  included  a blue  swallow-tail  dress  coat 
and  enormous  ruffles  on  his  shirt  bosoms.  His  kindly,  genial,  enthu- 
siastic nature  made  him  very  popular.  No  one  was  more  often  the 
center  of  sidewalk  congresses,  and  there  was  hardly  any  subject  upon 
which  he  could  not  talk  entertainingly  and  instructively.  Many 
poeple  looked  to  him  for  advice  and  direction  in  political  matters, 
and  it  is  said  that  lie  was  “Sir  Oracle,”  in  particular,  to  Huntington 
and  Harrison  townships.  As  a practitioner  before  the  courts,  it  is  S 

related  that  his  audacity  was  unequalled,  and  no  one  could  more  sue- 
cessfully  make  the  worse  appear  the  better  reason.  Each  case  he  >, 

took  up  as  attorney  he  lost  himself  in,  representing  completely  his  j1 

client,  and  when  the  judgment  was  entered  he  was  quite  ready  to 
i entirely  reverse  his  arguments,  and  make  as  persuasive  a plea  in  the  !! 

opposite.  His  record  as  a judge  was  quite  creditable,  and  he  deserves 

prominent  remembrance  among  the  jurists  of  the  county.  f 

In  the  two  or  three  years  between  the  close  of  Judge  Keith’s  serv-  p 
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ice  and  the  going  into  effect  of  the  constitution  of  1851,  the  conunon 
pleas  bench  for  the  Sixth  district  was  occupied  by  Henry  C.  Whit- 
man, of  Lancaster,  who  is  chiefly  remembered  for  his  striking  per- 
sonal appearance.  His  hair,  which  was  jet  black,  was  allowed  to 
grow  to  a great  length  and  hung  loosely  over  his  shoulders,  reaching 

nearly  to  the  waist.  , 

The  constitution  adopted  in  1851  provided,  as  has  already  been 
noticed,  for  a supreme  court-  such  as  the  people  are  now  familiar 
with,  its  duties  confined  to  hearing  appeals  from  lower  courts.  ® 
State  was  divided  into  nine  common  pleas  districts,  and  associate 
judges  were  abolished.  Each  district  was  subdivided  into  three 
parts,  in  each  of  which  the  people  should  elect  a judge  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas.  Thus  there  were  three  common  pleas  ju  ges  o 
each  of  the  nine  districts.  One  or  more  of  the  judges  held  a com 
mon  pleas  court  in  each  county,  and  the  three  judges  of  the  distnc 
together  constituted  a district  court,  that  succeeded  to  the  functions 
of  the  old  supreme  court  in  their  respective  counties,  and  the  new 
common  pleas  court  succeeded  to  the  old  common  pleas  court,  excep 
in  probate  jurisdiction,  for  which  probate  judges  were  provided,  to 
be  elected  one  in  each  county.  Under  this  new  system  Ross  county 
was  a part  of  the  Second  subdivision  of  the  Fifth  circuit,  and  it  has 
continued  in  that  classification.  But  the  subdivision,  at  first  com- 
posed of  Highland,  Ross  and  Fayette,  now  includes  Fayette,  Hig 
land,  Madison,  Pickaway  and  Ross. 

The  first  three  judges  of  the  Fifth  district,  beginning  in  Febniary, 
1852,  were  James  L.  Bates,  of  Franklin  county;  Shepherd  F.  Norris, 
of  Clermont,  and  John  L.  Green,  of  Ross.  Judge  Green,  a native 
of  Virginia,  had  removed  to  Cincinnati  from  his  native  state  abou 
1830,  and  thence  to  Chillicothe  in  1838,  becoming  a law  partner  of 
William  Creighton.  lie  was  a delegate  from  Ross  county  to  the 
constitutional  convention  of  1851,  and  was  elected  one  of  the  first 
judges  under  the  new  system.  lie  was  an  able  judge,  and  after  his 
removal  to  Columbus  in  1860  was  elected  to  the  common  pleas  bene 
of  another  district.  . , 

Judge  Green  was  succeeded  in  1857  by  James  Sloan,  of  Highland, 
and  he  in  1858  by  Alfred  S.  Dickey,  of  Ross,  an  eminent  jurist  who 
sat  upon  the  district  bench  until  1872.  Judge  Dickey  was  bom  in 
Tennessee  in  1812,  of  a sturdy  Scotch-Irisli  anti-slavery  family,  and 
when  four  years  old  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  South  Salem, 
Ross  county.  There  he  grew  to  manhood,  accustomed  to  the  log 
cabin  life  of  the  pioneer,  obtaining  his  education  in  the  pioneer 
schools,  and  teaching  in  early  manhood.  When  he  was  of  legal  age 
he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law,  and  being  appointed  prosecuting* 
attorney  of  Ross  county  in  1838  he  soon  established  a handsome  prac- 
tice. In  1847  he  removed  to  Greenfield,  but  after  his  appointment 
as  common  pleas  judge  by  Governor  Chase  in  1858  he  resided  in  a 
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beautiful  home  at  Lyndon,  Ross  county.  He  died  not  long  after  his 
retirement,  August  22,  1873.  Judge  Dickey  was  pronounced  by 
Judge  Chase  an  eminent  judge  and  worthy  of  the  great  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held.  Personally  he  was  kind,  tolerant,  genial,  and 
with  rare  powers  of  social  entertainment.  While  upon  the  bench 
•he  also  practiced  in  some  cases.  The  last  case  he  argued  was  the 
noted  “Ross  county  railroad  case,”  before  the  supreme  court,  and  he 
was  successful  in  securing  a ruling  that  the  “Boesel  act”  was  uncon- 
stitutional. 

Judge  William  II.  Safford,  who  was  elected  for  the  Fifth  circuit 
in  1868  and  served  one  term,  February,  1869,  to  February,  1874, 
declining  re-election,  is  a native  of  Virginia,  born  in  Parkersburg, 
February  19,  1821,  son  of  Dr..  Eliel  Todd  Safford,  of  New  England 
descent,  whose  wife  was  a Harrison  of  Virginia.  Judge  Safford 
was  a teacher  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  in  1840  made  speeches  for 
“Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too,”  while  he  was  a law  student,  and  in 
1841  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  came  to  Chillicothe  in  1848. 
In  1857  he  was  elected  state  senator,  and  in  1859  he  ran  for  lieu- 
tenant-governor on  the  ticket  with  Judge  Rannev,  a fact  testifying 
to  the  honorable  prominence  he  had  attained  in  the  Democratic 
party.  In  addition  to  the  practice  of  law  he  gave  much  attention  to 
literature  and  historical  research,  and  published  in  1850  a biography 
of  Harman  Blennerhassett,  and  in  1861  “The  Blennerhassett 
Papers.” 

The  next  Ross  county  lawyer  to  hold  the  office  of  judge  was 
John  M.  Vanmeter,  who  served  January  to  October,  1876,  by 
appointment  of  the  governor.  Judge  Vanmeter  has  since  then  given 
his  attention  largely  to  agriculture.  His  father,  John  I.  Vanmeter, 
bom  in  1798  of  New  York  colonial  Dutch  descent,  graduated  at 
Princeton,  practiced  law  in  New  Jersey  and  Virginia,  but  after 
removing  to  Pike  county  in  1826,  engaged  in  fanning.  He  fol- 
lowed the  same  vocation  in  Ross  county,  living  at  Chillicothe  from 
1855  to  his  death  in  1875,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prosperous  land- 
owners  of  the  county.  He  married  Mary  Harness,  in  Virginia.  In 
1836-39  he  represented  Ross  gand  other  counties  in  the  legislature. 
He  was  one  of  the  “Silver  Gray”  Whigs,  and  when  that  party  died 
joined  no  other.  Judge  Vanmeter  was  succeeded  by  Judge  Min- 
shall. 

Judge  Thaddeus  Armstrong  Minshall,  who  was  elected  judge  of 
the  common  pleas  court  for  the  Ross-IIighland-Fayette  subdivision 
of  the  Fifth  circuit,  in  1876,  and  re-elected  in  1878  and  1883,  was 
born  in  Colerain  township,  Ross  county,  January  19,  1834.  He  is 
a grandson  of  William  G.  Minshall,  of  Pennsylvania  Quaker  descent, 
and  son  of  Ellis  M.  Minshall,  who  came  to  Ohio  from  Virginia  and 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Judge  Minshall  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  and  Mt.  Pleasant  academy,  taught 
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school  and  studied  law,  and  soon  after  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
went  into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  as  a volunteer 
with  the  three  months’  men  of  1861.  At  the  end  of  this  service  he 
was  sergeant-major  of  the  Twenty-second  regiment  Afterward  he 
raised  Company  H of  Thirty-third  regiment,  re-entered  the  serv- 
ice as  captain  in  October,  1861,  and  serve4  three  years  wit 
Buell,  Grant  and  Sherman,  at  one  time  in  the  Atlanta  campaign 
commanding  his  regiment  In  the  fall  of  1864  he  was  elected  prose 
cuting  attorney  of  Ross  county,  and  in  1876  judge.  In  1885  he  was 
elected  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  State,  and  in  1890  and  1896  he 
was  re-elected.  During  the  years  1889,  1890,  1895  and  1901,  he 
held  the  high  office  of  chief  justice  of  the  court.  Judge  Minshall  is 
one  of  the  ablest  jurists  Ross  county  has  produced,  and  is  an  honor 
to  the  State.  During  his  term  on  the  common  pleas  bench  Judge 
Minshall  presided  at  the  trial  of  Perry  Bowslier,  who,  on  the  mg  t 
of  October  26,  1877,  murdered  E.  S.  McYey  and  his  wife,  an  old 
couple  who  lived  in  the  toll-house  on  the  Columbus  pike,  four  miles 
north  of  town.  His  trial  took  place  in  1878  and  lasted  two  wee  'S. 
Albert  Douglas  was  prosecuting  attorney,  assisted  bv  W.  E.  Safford. 
Bowsker  was  defended  by  Archibald  Mayo  and  W.  E.  Gilmore.  He 
was  found  guilty  and  was  hung,  this  being  the  third  execution  m 
Ross  county.  - 

Judge  Minshall  was  succeeded  as  judge  of  common  pleas  by  Wa  - 
iam  Edgar  Evans  of  Chillicothe,  who  served  from  January,  1886, 
to  February,  1894.  Judge  Evans  was  born  at  Clarksburg,  Ross 
county,  July  16,  1847,  was  graduated  at  Salem  Academy  in  1 867 
and  at  Miami  university  in  1869,  studied  law  with  Judge  Salford 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1871.  He  served  as  prosecuting 
attorney,  by  election,  in  1875-77.  Upon  Judge  Minshall  s elec- 
tion to  the  supreme  bench  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Eoraker  to 
fill  the  vacancy,  was  elected  to  the  position  in  1886  and  re-elected 
in  1888.  Governor  McKinley  appointed  him  trustee  of  Miami 
University  in  1894,  and  he  served  as  such  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  October  3,  1901.  He  was  a scholarly  man,  mentally  well 
qualified  for  the  office  of  judge. 

James  Clifford  Douglas,  the  successor  of  Judge  Evans,  and  the 
present  incumbent,  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Albert  Douglas,  and  grandson 
of  the  eminent  early  lawyer,  Richard  Douglas..  Through  his  mother 
he  is  a grandson  also  of  Joseph  Sill,  remembered  as  a lawyer  of  high 
standing,  and  father  of  General  Sill.  Judge  Douglas  was  born  at 
Chillicothe,  September  11,  1855,  was  educated  in  his  native  city 
and  at  Blake’s  preparatory  school  at  Gambier,  Ohio,  and  read  law 
with  Judge  Minshall.  After  graduating  at  the  Cincinnati  law 
school  in  1881  he  practiced  in  Chillicothe  until  his  elevation  to  the 
common  pleas  bench  in  February,  1894.  In  1898  he  was  re-elected. 
He  is  one  of  the  best  lawyers  the  county  has  produced,  a thorough 
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student  and  strong  logician,  and  his  decisions  have  met  with  a 
remarkable  degree  of  support  in  the  higher  courts. 

Mention  has  now  been  made  of  all  the  Ross  county  citizens  who 
served  upon  the  common  pleas  bench,  but  all  the  judges  of  the  Fifth 
district  have  had  some  part  in  the  judicial  history  of  the  county. 
These  we  may  barely  name,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  print  the 
names  of  all  the  judges  from  a list  written  for  this  work  by  Judge 
William  H.  Safford,  as  follows: 

James  L.  Bates,  Franklin  county;  Robert  M.  Briggs,  Highland; 
Alfred  S.  Dickey,  Ross;  John  L.  Green,  Ross;  Shepherd  F.  Norris, 
Clermont;  James  Sloan,  Highland;  Thomas  Q.  Ashbern,  Clermont; 
Joseph  Olds,  Pickaway;  William  H.  Safford,  Ross;  Isaac  N.  Aber- 
nathy, Pickaway;  Edward  I.  Bingham,  Franklin;  William  E. 
Evans,  Ross;  Ace  Gregg,  Fayette;  Minch  Gray,  Fayette;  Frank 
Steel,  Highland ; David  Tarbell,  Brown ; Henry  M.  Huggins,  High- 
land; D.  W.  C.  Loudon,  Brown ; David  F.  Pugh,  Franklin; 
DeWitt  C.  Badger,  Franklin;  L.  C.  Douglas,  Ross;  George  Lincoln, 
Madison;  Thaddeus  A.  Minshall,  Ross;  Jno.  M.  Vanmeter,  Ross; 
H.  B.  Maynard,  Fayette;  Cyrus  Newby,  Highland;  Festus  Wal- 
ters, Pickaway;  Joseph  Hidv,  Fayette. 

In  1852  an  act  of  the  legislature  divided  the  State  into  five  circuits 
for  the  district  court,  and  a judge  of  the  supreme  court  was  required 
to  preside,  and  the  district  court  was  made  a court  of  appeals  from 
the  common  pleas  court.  This  practice  continued  until  the  supreme 
judges  were  relieved  of  this  duty  in  1865,  after  which  the  common 
pleas  judges  of  the  district,  sitting  as  a district  court,  were  author- 
ized to  consider  appeals  from  their  own  judgments.  This  undesir- 
able condition  of  things  was  removed  in  1883,  by  the  adoption  of  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  authorizing  the  creation  of  a circuit 
court,  and  abolishing  the  district  court,  but  leaving  the  common 
pleas  judges  and  courts  undisturbed.  Three  circuit  judges  were 
chosen  at  the  next  election  in  each  circuit,  and  for  the-  Fourth  circuit, 
which  included  Ross  county,  Milton  Lee  Clark  was  one  of  those 
elected.  Judge  Clark  was  a native  of  Ross  county,  bom  at  Clarks- 
burg, April  21,  1817,  son  of  Col.  William  Clark,  the  pioneer  owner 
of  the  town  that  bears  his  name,  and  an  officer  of  militia  in  the  war 
of  1812.  Judge  Clark  was  educated  in  the  country,  and  in  youth 
was  occupied  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  his  brother  at  Clarksburg,  also 
at  Williamsport  and  Chillicothe,  and  for  a few  years  after  1838  was 
a bookkeeper  in  a wholesale  house  at  Louisville.  He  was  drawn  to 
a career  in  the  law  by  the  distinction  of  his  uncle,  J ames  B.  Clark, 
of  Alabama,  and  returning  to  Ross  county  he  began  reading  law  with 
Col.  Jonathan  F.  Woodside,  whose  daughter  he  married  in  1849. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1844,  elected  prosecuting  attorney  by 
the  Whigs  in  1845  and  1847,  and  to  the  legislature  in  1849.  After- 
ward he  became  prominent  as  a trial  lawyer,  defending  in  several 
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famous  murder  trials,  and  taking  a prominent  part  in  the  famous 
Blackburn  case  at  Chillicotlie,  the  trial  of  which  consumed  twenty- 
two  days.  In  1870  he  was  a candidate  for  supreme  judge  in  the 
Republican  state  convention,  and  in  1873  he  was  a distinguished 
member  of  the  state  constitutional  convention.  His  service  as  judge 
of  the  circuit  court  extended  from  February  9,  1885,  to  February  9, 
1897,  and  in  the  years  1895  and  1896  he  was  chief  justice  of  the  cn- 
cuit  court  judges  of  the  State,  in  their  annual  sessions  at  Columbus. 
In  his  candidacy  for  a third  term  he  was  defeated  in  the  convention 
of  his  party,  and  he  did  not  long  survive  this  event,  dying  June  11, 
1897.  He  was  one  of  the  best  and  ablest  judges  of  the  State. 

Of  the  famous  lawyers  of  the  past  a few  words  should  be  said  to 
keep  their  memory  green.  Notable  among  them  was  Richard  Doug- 
las, a native  of  New  London,  Conn.,  who  came  to  Ohio  in  the  winter 
of  1808-09,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  intending  to  proceed 
to  New  Orleans.  But  stopping  in  Chillicotlie,  he  decided  to  remain, 
and  after  continuing  his  reading  of  law  with  Colonel  Brush,  he  pu  > 
lished  a card  in  the  Scioto  Gazette  in  December,  1809,  as  follows. 
““Douglas — Intends  practicing  law  in  Chillicotlie,  if  he  can  get  any- 
thing to  do.  He  intends  to  be  honest,  likewise.”  Such  an  intro- 
duction promised  a life  something  out  of  the  ordinary,  and  suci 
Richard  Douglas’  certainly  was.  In  stature  he  was  short  and 
rotund,  and  his  eyes  were  always  suggestive  of  good  humor  and  jol- 
lity. People  sometimes  doubted  whether  he  had  spent  much  time 
in  college,  but  “lie  possessed  such  an  extraordinary  gift  of  seeming 
to  know  everything,  that  no  mortal  man  was  able  to  gauge  his  real 
attainments.”  It  is  certain  that  his  remarkable  memory  was  stored 
with  the  old  precepts  of  the  law,  and  that  he  had  read  widely  in 
literature.  Once,  it  is  recalled,  lie  delivered  a temperance  address 
to  a hilltop  audience  composed  of  a dozen  men,  fifty  women  and 
twenty  squalling  infants,  and  as  a prefatory  text,  quoted  a page  and 
a half  of  the  seventh  book  of  Paradise  Lost.  If  perchance  he  found 
himself  momentarily  wanting  in  memory  for  a citation  from  litera- 
ture, he  was  able  to  improvise  some  high  sounding  phrase,  in  any 
desired  language,  or  apparently  in  that  language,  that  he  would 
impose  upon  his  hearers  with  the  utmost  earnestness  and  solemnity. 
“His  ‘poetry/  original  and  quoted,  in  the  Gallia  county  witchcraft 
case,  Benny  Kern’s  jaekass  warranty  case,  and  the  slander  suit  ot 
Jane  Fardin  against  Daniel  Heame,”  was  long  remembered  and 
repeated  among  the  fun  loving  people  of  Chillicotlie.  Douglas  was 
in  the  military  service  in  1812-13  under  Colonel  McArthur,  and 
was  quartermaster  and  chaplain  of  the  First  Ohio  regiment;  was  a 
member  of  the  legislature,  and  in  1831  was  nominated  for  Congress, 
but  withdrew  in  favor  of  Governor  McArthur,  who  was  defeated  by 
William  Allen  by  one  vote.  He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Episcopal  church  at  Chillicotlie.  In  fact  the  meeting  looking  toward 
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organization  in  1817  was  held  at  his  house,  and  both  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  were  among  the  most  prominent  members.  He  died 
in  February,  1852,  after  a career  of  distinction  in  the  law  and  a 
life  of  good  deeds. 

William  Key  Bond,  who  frustrated  the  ambition  of  Mr.  Douglas 
to  go  to  Congress  by  a contest  that  induced  his  withdrawal,  was  a 
native  of  Maryland,  born  in  1792,  was  educated  in  Connecticut  and 
came  to  Chillicothe  in  1812.  As  he  could  not  be  admitted  to  the  bar 
until  he  had  one  year’s  residence,  he  busied  himself  in  the  intervening 
time  by  taking  a fleet  of  flatboats  to  New  Orleans  for  John  Wad- 
dle, reaching  the  port  in  time  to  have  his  boats  and  cargo  appropri- 
ated by  General  Jackson  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  army.  On 
his  return  Mr.  Bond  began  the  practice  and  continued  in  it  at  Chil- 
licothe for  twenty-five  years  as  a partner  of  William  Creighton,  until 
his  removal  to  Cincinnati  in  1841.  He  was  elected  to  Congress  in 
1834  and  re-elected  in  1836  and  1838,  and  was  a man  of  such  force 
that  he  took  high  rank  at  Washington.  After  the  expiration  of  his 
congressional  service  he  removed  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  became 
interested  in  railroad  development,  and  in  1850  to  1853  he  was  col- 
lector of  the  port  by  appointment  of  President  Fillmore.  Mr.  Bond 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  of  Ohio,  practicing  in  "all  the 
courts  of  the  State  and  the  United  States  supreme  court,  and  in  the 
work  of  promoting  internal  improvements  he  was  no  less  conspicu- 
ous. He  died  at  Cincinnati,  February  17,  1864. 

Joseph  Sill,  one  of  the  most  scholarly  men  of  the  Chillicothe  bar, 
came  to  Ross  county  in  1810.  He  was  bom  at  Granville,  N.  Y.,  in 
1784,  graduated  at  Middleburg  college,  Vt.,  and  the  Philadelphia 
law  school,  and  throughout  his  life  kept  up  the  reading  of  Greek  and 
Latin  classics,  and  the  study  of  the  higher  mathematics.  He  was 
more  of  a student  than  a fighter  of  battles  for  clients,  and  conse- 
quently did  not  attain  as  great  prominence  as  he  might  have  had  in 
his  profession.  But  his  brilliancy  was  appreciated  among  his  pro- 
fessional brethren  and  others  competent  to  judge.  He  served  several 
times  as  prosecutor  under  the  old  constitution  and  was  once  elected 
to  the  same  office  after  1850.  In  1818  he  was  elected  to  the  legisla- 
ture and  in  1819  he  offered  the  resolutions  which  were  the  initiative 
of  the  legislation  that  founded  the  canal  system.  Without  acquir- 
ing wealth  or  appearing  to  desire  it,  he  lived  an  honorable  life,  and 
died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  For  many  years  he 
was  “Father  Sill”  to  all  the  lawyers  of  Chillicothe.  His  son,  Gen. 
Joshua  W.  Sill,  of  whom  a sketch  is  given  in  this  volume,  was  the 
most  famous  representative  of  Chillicothe  in  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. 

Edward  King,  a lawyer  at  Chillicothe  from  1815  to  1831,  was  the 
fourth  son  of  Hon.  Rufus  King,  a congressman  from  New  York  at 
the  time  of  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  minister  to  England,  and  three 
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times  a candidate  for  president.  He  was  born  at  Albany,  K.  Y., 
March  13,  1795,  was  graduated  at  Columbia  college  and  Litchfield 
law  school,  and  came  to  Chillicothe  in  1815  to  practice  his  profes- 
sion. In  the  following  year  he  married  Sarah  Ann,  second  daug 
ter  of  Governor  Worthington,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Hon.  Rufus 
King,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Thomas  King,  of  Columbus.  He  was  one 
of  the  mo»t  popular  men  of  the  Scioto  valley  during  his  residence, 
for  he  was  gentle  and  polished  in  manner,  unassuming  and  cordial, 
and  eloquent  in  language.  After  his  removal  to  Cincinnati  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  organization  of  a law  school,  in  which  he  was  a pro- 
fessor, but  he  was  taken  sick  in  1834,  and  died  February  6,^1836. 

William  Sumter  Murpbv,  born  in  South  Carolina  about  1796,  and 
a resident  of  Chillicothe  after  1818,  was  not  a deeply  read  lawyer, 
it  is  said,  but  one  of  the  most  remarkable  pleaders  before  a jury  m 
the  entire  annals  of  the  bar  of  Ohio.  He  was,  because  of  Ins  eo- 
quence,  which  gave  him  the  name  of  the  ‘ ‘Patrick  Henry  of  t e 
West,”  a power  in  politics,  first  as  a Democrat,  but  after  his  defeat 
for  congressional  nomination  by  William  Allen,  as  a supporter  o 
General  Harrison  in  1836  and  1840.  Subsequently,  adhering  to  tie 
policies  of  President  Tyler,  he  was  appointed  in  1843  minister  extra 
ordinary  to  Central  America  and  charge  d’affaires  to  the  Republic  o 
Texas.  After  going  to  Honduras,  he  proceeded  to  Texas,  and 
engaged  in  the  negotiations  for  annexation,  but  Congress  rejected  t e 
treaty,  and  in  the  spring  of  1844,  refused  to  confirm  his  appoint- 
ment. He  was  recalled,  but  before  he  could  leave  the  country  he  fe 
a victim  to  yellow  fever,  dying  at  Galveston,  July  13,  1844.  His 
body  was  afterward  brought  back  to  Chillicothe.  Mr.  Murphy  was 
also  prominent  in  the  military  affairs  of  the  State,  holding  the  ia  ' 
of  brigadier-general  of  militia ; he  was  greatly  interested  in  1 e 
boundary  troubles  with  Michigan,  and  one  of  the  commission  that 
remarked  the  line  at  the  time  of  hostilities.  His  wife  was  Lucinda, 

~ daughter  of  William  Sterrctt,  one  of  the  ladies  active  in  the  socia 
life  of  Chillicothe  of  that  day. 

Benjamin  Greene  Leonard  was  the  leader  of  the  bar  at  Chillicothe 
for  a number  of  years,  and  hardly  less  distinguished  for  geneia 
breadth  of  attainment  than  for  his  mastery  of  the  law.  He  was  born 
at  Windsor,  Vt.,  in  1793,  graduated  at  Dartmouth  college,  and  came 
to  Chillicothe  when  about  twenty-seven  years  of  age  to  continue  in 
the  profession  he  had  begun  at  Canandaigua.  He  was  an  intense 
student,  generally  locking  himself  in  his  office,  which  was  remote 
from  the  center  of  business,  and  receiving  clients  with  no  particular 
good  will.  But  this  did  not  seem  to  injure  his  practice,  and  he  was 
able  to  ask  fees  largely  in  excess  of  those  to  which  the  bar  was  accus- 
tomed. In  1S40  he  went  to  Washington  to  present  a case  to  the 
supreme  court,  and  on  his  return  symptoms  of  mental  derange- 
ment that  had  been  partially  revealed  bv  previous  eccentricities,  were 
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more  marked,  and  it  soon  became  necessary  to  remove  him  to  Colum- 
bus, where  he  was  under  the  care  of  the  celebrated  alienist,  Dr.  Awl, 
until  his  death  in  J anuary,  1S45.  < 

Jonathan  F.  Woodside,  between  1830  and  1840  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  and  most  eloquent  men  of  the  Chillicothe  bar,  was  born  in 
1799  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  son  of  a soldier  of  the  Revolution. 
Coming  to  Chillicothe  in  his  youth  he  was  for  a few  years  occupied 
here  and  at  Portsmouth  in  mercantile  business,  but  lost  so  heavily 
by  the  sinking  of  a flatboat  on  the  Ohio  that  he  came  back  to  Chilli- 
cothe, and  read  law  under  Edward  King,  with  William  Allen  as  his 
fellow  student,  and  though  pinched  by  poverty,  gained  admission  to 
practice  in  1827.  He  wras  a successful  lawyer  and  public  man. 
“Next  to  William  S.  Murphy  he  was,”  says  Colonel  Gilmore,  “the 
most  eloquent  man  at  the  Ross  county  bar  between  1829  and  1835.” 
In  1835  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature  as  a Democrat,  and  it  was 
probably  a famous  speech  he  made  against  the  United  State  bank 
that  earned  his  appointment  by  President  Jackson  to  a diplomatic 
post  in  Denmark,  which  he  held  until  1841.  On  his  return  he  was 
able  to  make  fluent  speeches  in  the  German  language,  and  he  contin- 
ued to  be  prominent  in  the  political  field  until  he  was  defeated  for 
nomination  to  Congress  in  1S44  by  Allen  G.  Thurman.  He  was 
greatly  depressed  by  the  defeat,  and  died  in  June,  1845.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that  in  a Fourth  of  July  oration  in  1830,  he  made  a 
strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  emancipation  of  negro  slaves. 

Allen  Latham,  a native  of  New  Hampshire,  was  a resident  of  Chil- 
licothe from  about  1815  to  1854,  and  was  nominally  a lawyer,  but 
gave  more  time  to  land  speculation,  in  which  he  amassed  a fortune, 
and  to  politics,  in  which  he  was  very  active  as  Democrat.  His  part- 
ner, Samuel  Atkinson,  from  Connecticut,  was  a good  lawyer,  but  left 
Chillicothe  in  1820.  Allison  C.  Looker  was  a young  lawyer,  who 
came  from  Cincinnati  in  1810,  after  serving  with  credit  in  the  war 
of  1812.  He  married  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Hough.  He  was 
principally  noted  in  the  Chillicothe  life  of  his  time  as  the  handsome 
captain  of  the  Chillicothe  Independent  Blues,  which  was  com- 
manded at  other  times  by  Edward  King,  William  Allen  and  Allen  G. 
Thurman.  He  died  in  1824,  before  he  had  time  to  demonstrate  his 
abilities  as  a lawyer.  Henry  Massie,  youngest  child  of  Nathaniel 
Massie,  was  well  known  as  a business  lawyer  from  1830  until  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  life,  which  came  to  an  end  in  1S02. 

William  Allen,  whose  career  is  noted  elsewhere,  studied  law  with 
Thomas  Scott  and  Edward  King,  and  was  for  a time  a partner  of 
King.  It  is  told  in  “Glimpses  of  Yesterday,”  that  “his  first  argu- 
ment in  court  was  in  defense  of  himself,  James  T.  Worthington  and 
Allen  McArthur,  who  had  been  arrested  on  the  complaint  of  an  elder 
of  the  Methodist  church  for  standing  at  the  ladies’  entrance,  after 
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church,  waiting  for  the  young  ladies  they  had  taken  there.”  Mr. 
Allen  did  not  practice  many  years,  going  into  the  field  of  politics. 

John  L.  Taylor,  born  in  Virginia  in  1805,  made  his  home  at  Chil- 
licothe  in  1829,  and  for  many  years  had  considerable  success  as  a 
lawyer,  but  his  highest  attainments  were  as  a politician  of  the  Whig 
party.  He  was  four  times  elected  to  Congress,  and  served  from 
1847  to  1855,  and  while  it  does  not  appear  that  he  was  particularly 
distinguished,  he  was  a tireless  worker,  both  in  legislation,  and  party 
organization.  Upon  the  issue  of  the  Wilmot  proviso  he  was  loyal 
to  the  dominant  sentiment  in  Virginia,  rather  than  that  of  Ohio,  but 
in  1861-G5  he  supported  the  war  party  and  the  Union.  After  his 
retirement  from  Congress  he  could  not  regain  a law  practice.  In 
1870  he  was  compelled  to  secure  a clerkship  at  Washington  under 
General  Cox,  secretary  of  the  interior,  and  he  died  there  soon  after- 
ward. In  1844  and  for  a number  of  years  after  that  he  was  major- 
general  of  militia  for  his  region  of  Ohio,  and  this  rank  and  his 
political  prominence  made  him  for  a long  time  one  of  the  notable 
figures  of  the  Scioto  valley. 

One  of  the  Democratic  candidates  for  Congress  who  was  defeated 
by  Taylor  was  Theodore  Slierer,  a native  of  Chillicothe,  October  10, 
1818.  He  was  the  partner  of  Allen  & Thurman,  and  afterward  of 
Mr.  Thurman  until  1852,  when  Thurman  went  to  the  supreme  bench 
and  he  ran  for  Congress  but  was  defeated.  Four  years  later  he  was 
appointed  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the  Chillicothe  land  office, 
and  from  1862  to  1866  he  was  postmaster,  having  had  no  success  in 
law  practice  independently.  He  was  a candidate  for  state  senator 
in  1870  and  for  delegate  to  the  constitutional  convention  in  1872, 
but  was  defeated.  His  death  occurred  in  1877. 

Joseph  Miller,  bom  at  Chillicothe  in  1819,  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1841,  and  prosecuting  attorney  in  1S45-46,  was  the  first  man  bom 
in  Ross  county  to  be  elected  to  Congress  as  a representative  of  the 
Ross  county  district.  His  election  was  as  a Democrat  in  1856. 
Supporting  the  southern  side  of  the  Ivansas-Xebraska  dispute  he  was 
defeated  for  re-election,  and  in  1860  President  Buchanan  made  him 
chief-justice  of  Nebraska  territory.  But  the  change  in  administra- 
tion compelled  his  retirement  a year  later,  and  returning  to  Ohio, 
Judge  Miller  died  in  1862. 

Samuel  Logan  Wallace,  another' notable  lawyer  who  was  a native 
of  the  county,  was  bom  in  Green  township  in  IS 24,  passed  his  youth 
in  farm  work  and  teaching,  and  after  reading  with  M.  L.  Clark,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1851.  He  was  a very  hard  worker,  and  after 
a laborious  practice  of  twenty  years,  his  mind  yielded  to  the  strain 
in  1872  and  his  death  followed  in  1876. 

Alfred  Yaple,  in  later  years  a distinguished  lawyer  at  Cincin- 
nati, was  bom  in  Colerain  township,  Ross  county,  July  16,  1830, 
was  educated  by  his  father,  a school  teacher,  taught  school  himself 
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and  pursued  his  studies  at  the  South  Salem  academy,  and  devoting 
his  leisure  to  reading  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Chillicothe  in 
1852.  He  was  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1855,  and  afterward  con- 
tinued in  the  practice  at  Chillicothe  until  April,  1867,  when  he 
removed  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  succeeded  Alphonzo  Taft  as  judge 
of  the  superior  court  in  1872. 

Charles  E.  Brown,  a native  of  Cincinnati  (1834),  and  a graduate 
of  Miami  university,  came  to  Chillicothe  in  1859  to  begin  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  and  in  1861  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-second  regiment, 
afterward  merged  in  the  Sixty-third,  in  which  he  rose  to  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel  in  1863,  commanded  the  regiment  in  the 
Georgia  campaign,  lost  a leg  at  Atlanta,  and  was  honored  afterward 
with  the  brevet  of  brigadier-general.  He  was  postmaster  at  Chilli- 
cothe from  1866  to  1872,  and  United  States  pension  agent  at  Cin- 
cinnati, 1872-77,  after  which  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law  at 
Cincinnati. 

William  Trimble  McClintick,  a native  of  Chillicothe  and  son  of  a 
pioneer,  was  a member  of  the  bar  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and  equally 
prominent  in  finance  and  railroad  affairs.  More  is  said  of  him  in 
another  place.  His  partner  for  thirty-six  years  from  1852  was 
Amos  Smith,  a native  of  Lancaster  (1827),  who  was  particularly 
strong  as  a corporation  lawyer.  He  retired  from  the  law  in  1884 
to  become  president  of  the  First  National  bank,  of  which  he  had  been 
one  of  the  incorporators  and  for  some  time  attorney. 

Samuel  Galloway,  a famous  lawyer  and  patriot,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  Chillicothe  about  1835,  and  became  the  partner  of  Nathan- 
iel Massie,  but  in  1843  removed  to  Columbus,  upon  being  elected 
secretary  of  state. 

Col.  William  Edward  Gilmore,  bora  at  Chillicothe  in  1824  and 
educated  at  Ohio  university  and  Cincinnati  law  school,  has  been  a 
conspicuous  figure  among  the  lawyers  of  Chillicothe  since  his  admis- 
sion to  the  bar  in  1848.  He  also  had  £ distinguished  career  in 
1861-65  as  colonel  of  the  Twenty-second  and  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  Sixty-third  regiment.  This  mention  is  brief  because  a more 
extended  sketch  is  given  on  another  page. 

Lawrence  Talbot  Neal,  a native  of  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  and 
great-grandson  of  the  first  settler  there,  came  to  Chillicothe  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  in  1864,  studied  law  with  Judge  Safford,  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  1866,  and  for  a long  time  was  one  of  the  most 
active  attorneys,  as  well  as  prominent  in  the  political  field  as  a 
Democrat.  He  was  a member  of  the  legislature  in  1868-69,  prose- 
cuting attorney  in  1871-72,  and  in  1872  and  1874  was  elected  to 
Congress.  His  ability  as  a lawyer  and  statesman  was  so  generally 
recognized,  and  he  was  so  prominent  in  advocacy  of  the  principles 
of  tariff  revision  represented  by  President  Cleveland,  that  he  was  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  governor  in  1893,  against  William  McKin- 
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ley.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he  has  been  a prominent  figure  in 
the  national  conventions  of  his  party.  Of  late  he  has  made  his  home 
at  the  state  capital. 


PROSECUTING  ATTORNEYS. 

Attorneys  were  appointed  by  the  court  to  prosecute  actions  in 
behalf  of  the  State  in  the  early  days  until  1835;  since  then  they 
have  been  elected.  Following  is  a list  of  those  who,  since  1811, 
have  held  this  office,  which  is  often  the  beginning  of  a distinguished 
career  in  the  law:  1811,  Richard  Douglas ; 1815,  Levin  Belt;  1817, 
Joseph  Sill;  1819,  Edward  King;  1820,  Thomas  Scott  and  Samuel 
Atkinson;  1821,  William  S.  Murphy;  1824,  James  McDowell; 
1825,  Edward  King;  1827,  William  Allen;  1829,  Joseph  Sill; 
1831,  Edward  King;  1836,  Gustavus  Scott;  1838,  Thomas  T.  Scott; 
1840,  James  D.  Caldwell;  1842,  Robert  Bethel;  1844,  Joseph 
Miller;  1848,  Milton  L.  Clark;  1851,  William  T.  McClintick;  1854, 
John  IL  Ware;  1856,  Edward  Lewis;  1858,  Charles  W.  Gilmore; 
1866,  Thaddeus  A.  Minshall;  1867,  Charles  W.  Gilmore;  1871, 
Lawrence  T.  Xeal;  1873,  Archibald  Mayo;  1875,  William  E. 
Evans;  1877,  Albert  Douglas;  1880,  George  B.  Bitzer;  1883,  Reu- 
ben F.  Freeman;  1886,  Marcus  Evans;  1892,  Paul  Cook;  1898, 
Edwrard  U.  Wiedler,  who  died  in  the  volunteer  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  was  succeeded  by  Archibald  Mayo.  Henry  C. 
Claypool  was  elected  in  1899  and  1901. 

Some  of  these  names  have  already  been  mentioned  biographically 
among  the  sketches  that  accompany  this  chapter.  James  McDowel 
was  a son  of  Dr.  William  McDowell,  one  of  the  pioneers;  was  born 
about  1800,  and  practiced  law  at  Chillicothe  from  1824  to  1828, 
removing  to  Columbus  and  finally  to  Illinois.  James  D.  Caldwell 
came  to  Chillicothe  from  Circleviile  and  had  a good  practice  for  sev- 
eral years.  One  of  the  streets  of  the  city  bears  his  name.  Robert 
Bethel  was  a Philadelphia  lawyer  who  came  to  Ross  county  about 
1836,  and  was  quite  active  as  a Whig  politician.  He  returned  to 
his  former  home  after  his  defeat  for  a second  term  by  J oseph  Miller. 
Edward  Lewis  was  a native  of  Chillicothe  (1826)  and  a graduate 
of  Princeton,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1847,  and  gave  promise  of  a 
brilliant  career,  but  died  in  1856.  Charles  W.  Gilmore,  son  of  Will- 
iam Young  Gilmore,  one  of  the  Chillicothe  pioneers,  and  grandson 
of  Governor  Tiffin,  was  born  at  Chillicothe  in  1827,  graduated  at 
Miami  university  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1849.  He  held 
the  office  twelve  years,  was  the  most  successful  prosecutor  the  county 
ever  had,  and  a man  of  remarkable  intellectual  attainments.  He 
died  suddenly  in  1873.  Archibald  Mayo  is  a native  of  Oxford, 
Ohio,  and  a graduate  of  the  college  there.  Before  his  election  in 
Ross  county  he  had  been  legislator  and  prosecutor  for  Vinton  county. 
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Albert  Douglas  was  born  at  Chillicothe  in  1852,  graduated  at  Ken- 
yon college  and  Harvard  law  school  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1874.  He  is  now  prominently  mentioned  for  the  honor  of  the  Repub- 
lican nomination  for  governor.  George  Beaman  Bitzer  has  also 
served  the  county  as  probate  judge.  Reuben  F.  Freeman  was  bora 
in  Boone  county,  Ky.,  in  1843,  graduated  at  Lebanon  academy,  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  1872.  Marcus  Gaston  Evans,  born  at 
Frankfort  in  1853,  was  graduated  at  Wooster  in  1877  and  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1879.  Paul  Cook  was  a native  of  Chillicothe,  educated 
in  the  city  schools,  read  law  with  his  father,  served  two  terms  as 
prosecutor,  and  soon  after  removed  to  another  field.  Edward  Ulrich 
Wiedler  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  the  son  of  Gottlieb  Wiedler,  a 
prominent  dry  goods  merchant.  He  was  educated  in  the  city  schools 
and  in  the  Cincinnati  law  school.  Before  election,  as  prosecuting 
attorney,  he  had  served  two  terms  as  city  solicitor,  with  marked  suc- 
cess. Prior  to  the  Spanish  war  he  had  been,  since  1892,  first  lieu- 
tenant and  then  captain  of  Company  H,  Seventeenth  Ohio  National 
Guard,  making  that  company  one  of  the  best  in  the  State.  On  vol- 
unteering for  the  war  he  stated,  in  a public  speech,  that  he  would 
go  at  the  call  of  his  country  even  though  he  knew  that  he  should  die 
by  a bullet  or  by  fever.  His  words  were  too  sadly  prophetic,  for  while 
serving  as  major  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  at  Camp  Alger, 
Va.,  he  contracted  typhoid  fever  and  died  at  home  July  14,  1898. 
He  was  a promising  attorney,  a good  officer,  an  honest  and  public- 
minded  citizen.  Horatio  C.  Claypool,  elected  in  1898  and  1901? 
was  born  at  McArthur,  Ohio,  in  1857,  and  educated  there  and  at 
the  National  Normal  at  Lebanon  prior  to  his  study  of  law,  which  he 
pursued  while  teaching  school.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1883 
and  practiced  at  Bainbridge  until  his  election. 

THE  PROBATE  COURT. 

This  court  was  created  by  the  constitution  of  1851,  with  the  pro- 
vision that  one  judge  of  the  same  should  be  elected  in  each  county. 
It  is  an  office  peculiarly  local  and  intimately  associated  with  the 
affairs  of  all  the  people,  and  has  been  filled  by  some  of  our  best  citi- 
zens. Samuel  F.  McCoy,  the  first  judge  elected,  was  a native  of 
Chillicothe  (March  5,  1820),  son  of  John  McCoy,  a pioneer  mer- 
chant, was  graduated  at  Miami  university  in  1839,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1843.  He  served  ably  as  probate  judge  from  1852  to 
1861.  His  successor,  Samuel  H.  Hurst,  resigned  to  enlist  in  the 
Union  army,  where  he  earned  the  brevet  of  brigadier-general.  Gen- 
eral Hurst  was  born  September  22,  1831,  the  son  of  Hooper  and 
Elizabeth  (James)  Hurst,  both  of  old  pioneer  families.  He  became 
the  senior  captain  of  the  Seventy-third  regiment;  and  with  that  regi- 
ment went  through  the  war,  coming  out  as  its  colonel.  From  1869 
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to  1875  he  was  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  this  district.  In  the 
spring  of  1886  he  was  made  state  dairy  and  food  commissioner,  but 
resigned  this  office,  after  eighteen  months,  to  become  director  general 
of  the  Ohio  centennial.  After  that  he  served  on  the  State  Board 
of  Equalization,  and  was  for  six  years  a member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture.  In  1899-1900  he  was  commander  of  the  Department 
of  Ohio,  G.  A.  R.  In  February,  1900,  he  became  postmaster  of 
this  city. 

After  the  resignation  of  General  Hurst,  William  F.  Hurst  filled 
the  vacancy  until  the  fall  election  of  1862,  when  Sylvester  Bacon 
was  elected,  for  the  unexpired  term.  At  the  fall  election  of  1863, 
Nicholas  Throckmorton  was  elected,  who  served  one  term.  He  was 
born  in  Colerain  township  in  1805,  taught  school  and  served  as  jus* 
tice  of  the  peace,  prior  to  his  election  as  probate  judge. . He  was  suc- 
ceeded in  1867  by  Thomas  Walke,  a native  of  Chillicothe,  son  of 
Anthony  Walke,  a pioneer  of  1811;  and  brother  of  Admiral  Walke. 
Judge  Walke  was  a graduate  of  Jefferson  college,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1839.  He  held  the  office  until  1876,  three  terms. 

The  judge  of  probate  in  1876-85  was  Benjamin  F.  Stone,  who  was 
born  near  Marietta  in  1831,  grandson  of  Israel  Stone,  one  of  the 
Ohio  company  pioneers.  In  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  made  a 
good  record  and  had  the  rank  of  adjutant-general  of  his  brigade. 
He  was  elected  judge  in  1875  and  held  the  office  for  nine  years. . He 
was  appointed  consul  at  Huddersfield,  England,  by  President 
McKinley,  and  still  holds  that  position. 

Jonathan  Lloyd  Throckmorton,  born  in  Colerain  township  in 
1830,  and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1867,  served  as  judge  during  the 
next  term  of  three  years,  1885-88,  and  was  succeeded  by  George 
Beaman  Bitzer,  who  was  horn  at  Adelphi  in  1852,  son  of  a native  of 
Colerain  township,  and  grandson  of  a Pennsylvania-German  pio- 
neer. He  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  in  1858,  and  probate 
judge  in  1887  and  IS 90.  He  held  the  judgeship  for  two  terms,  and 
after  him  James  M.  Thomas  served  two  terms,  1894-1900.  Judge 
Thomas  was  horn  near  Clarksburg  in  1858,  son  of  Archibald 
Thomas,  a native  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Ohio  in  1818.  He 
became,  after  his  term  of  office,  president  of  the  Home  Telephone 
company,  and  afterward  president  of  the  United  States  Independent 
Telephone  association,  and  is  one  of  the  foremost  “independent  tele- 
phone” men  of  the  country.  He  now  resides  in  Cleveland.  The 
present  incumbent  is  Huston  T.  Robins,  of  whom  a notice  appears 
in  the  following  pages. 


CLERKS  OF  THE  COURTS. 

Edward  Tiffin,  as  noted  previously,  was  the  first  clerk  of  the  court 
of  justices  in  1798,  and  continued  in  the  office  until  January,  1803r 
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when  Thomas  Scott  succeeded  him,  but  held  office  no  longer  than  the 
first  term  of  court  under  the  constitution,  April,  1803,  when  John 
McDougall  was  chosen  by  the  supreme  court,  and  began  a term  that 
continued  until  1811.  John  McDougall,  also,  was  a very  promi- 
nent man  in  the  early  days  of  Chillicothe,  but  his  field  of  activity 
was  mainly  commercial.  He  was  born  on  the  east  side  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  in  Virginia,  in  the  Scotch-Irish  settlements,  about  1777,  and 
when  nineteen  years  old  came  into  Ohio  territory,  settling  at  Chilli- 
cothe  as  a “trapper  and  licensed  trader.”  He  advertised  in  the 
Wheeling  paper,  before  Chillicothe  had  an  “engine  of  enlighten- 
ment,” that  he  was  “prepared  to  furnish  the  very  best  whiskey  and 
all  other  things  required,”  as  was  the  universal  custom  of  dealers. 
Clerk  McDougalPs  experience  with  the  courts  qualified  and  provoked 
him  to  publish  a little  volume,  entitled  “Every  Man  His  Own  Law- 
yer,” which  he  said  was  designed  “to  protect  his  friends  and  the 
farming  community'  of  this  and  the  surrounding  counties  from  the 
rapacity  of  land  sharks,  otherwise  called  lawyers.”  John  McDougall 
died  in  1821.  One  of  his  sons  was  Rear-Admiral  David  Stockton 
McDougall,  of  the  United  States  navy,  another  was  a surgeon  in  the 
Florida  war,  John  was  the  second  governor  of  California,  and  George 
wandered  from  California  south  until  he  became  the  chief  of  a tribe 
in  Patagonia. 

The  successors  of  Tiffin,  Scott  and  McDougall  have' been  the  fol- 
lowing, all  men  of  ability  and  prominence: 

1811,  Humphrey  Fullerton;  1845,  Angus  L.  Fullerton;  1855, 
A.  Hanson;  1862,  James  D.  Miller;  1864,  E.  Carson;  1867,  P.  G. 
Griffin;  1874,  Samuel  Miller;  187G,  Frank  E.  Esker;  1877,  E.  W. 
Pearson,  who  died  June  18,  1879,  and  P.  G.  Griffin  was  appointed  to 
fill  the  vacancy  until  the  election,  at  which  time  Samuel  J.  Briggs 
was  elected  and  served  until  1886;  188G,  Charles  II.  Reed;  1892, 
Tiffin  Gilmore;  1898,  Isaac  M.  Jordan. 

SHERIFFS. 

The  first  executive  officer  of  the  courts  in  Ross  county  was  Jere- 
miah McLene,  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  Ohio  during  the  first 
third  century  of  the  State.  He  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania  in  1767, 
removed  to  Tennessee  in  early  life  and  became  a warm  friend  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  and  thence  came  to  Ohio,  settling  at  Chillicothe. 
After  serving  as  sheriff  he  was  elected  in  1807  to  represent  Ross, 
Franklin  and  Highland  in  the  general  assembly.  He  was  also 
active  in  the  organization  of  the  militia  and  was  appointed  major- 
general,  commanding  one  of  the  four  divisions.  In  1808  he  was 
elected  secretary  of  state,  to  which  he  was  re-elected  seven  times  in 
succession,  holding  the  ofiice  in  all,  twenty-three  years.  In  1832  he 
11—13 
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was  an  elector  on  the  Jackson  presidential  ticket  andwas^elected  to 

had^oTed  from^hilHcothe^In^SM  he  ^^ied^t 

SdS^ted  whiiratt'endTng  the  inauguration 
rfSrS2^  ®UMcLene,  with  the  years  of  their  accession  to 

^OrD^dXherd;  1808, 

McClintick;  1814,  Thomas  Steel;  1816,  James  Me  ’ -toon 

oil....;  1822,  James  Clifford 

Charles  Martin ; 1841,  James  McClintick , 18o0,  VY  Uim  T 

hn  1853  John  R.  Anderson;  1855,  Thomas  Miller;  1856  T 
Ghormley;  1862,  Edward  Adams;  1866,  D.  Q.  ]JaCe’; 

John  C.  McDonald;  1869,  John  S.  Mace,  \8<3’  1885  w 

1877,  Thomas  L.  Mackey;  1881,  William  L Tulleys  188^W. 
Scott  Clark;  1889,  Joshua  R.  Wiseliart;  1S9L  < A. 
1895,  Hugh  Warner;  1897,  Alonzo  Swepsto  , > 

Devine,  present  Incumbent.  kg  in 

James1  A.  Wood  Was  sheriff,  by  appointment,  for  two 
January,  1899,  to  fill  in  the  interim  created  by  le?isl^1'r®,  d tll6 

of  the  ‘term.  But  the  law  was  declared  unconstitutiona  , 
regularly  elected  sherifl  took  possession  of  the  otnee. 

During  Mackey’s  term  as  sherifl  he  executed  the  sentence  ^f the 
law  on  Perry  Bowsher,  whose  crime  is  told  of  elsewbeie. 

Mackey  commanded  the  Eleventh  Ohio  cavalry  as  at 

during  the  war  between  the  states.  His  c°mmand  vas  staUon^^t 
Fort  Laramie,  then  on  the  frontier,  and  he  made  a fine  ;ns, Acting 

the  Indians.  On  one  occasion,  being  asked  by  a genet 
the  post,  how  he  managed  to  keep  the  Indians  so  qu  , _ • from 
led  him  to  a window  and  pointed  to  where  three  bodie  wu  g^.^ 
a rude  gallows  outside  the  wall.  They  were  tho  Colonel, 

murderers  and  leaders  in  an  uprising.  Theie,  sai  ^ jn 

“that  is  the  way  to  keep  them  quiet  and  peaceable,  an  op 
which  all  old  frontiersmen  will  concur. 
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THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


THE  settlement  at  Chillicothe,  the  first  in  the  county,  suf- 
fered little  from  sickness  during  the  first  five  or  six  years, 
but  in  1801  a violent  epidemic  arose,  after  which  the  city 
suffered  more  or  less  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  every 
year.  Such  was  the  statement  of  Dr.  Peachy  Harrison,  the  early 
medical  historian  of  the  county,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Medical 
Convention  of  Ohio,  in  1842.  After  that,  for  many  years,  the 
settlers  of  the  county,  and  in  particular  those  that  made  their  homes 
in  the  rich  river  bottoms,  were  terribly  afflicted  with  fevers  and 
racked  with  chills.  John  McLandburgh,  a pioneer  merchant,  wrote 
from  Chillicothe  to  his  wife  in  Philadelphia,  in  December,  1802 : 
“The  people  in  the  country  are  not  as  sickly  as  last  year,  but  in  the 
town  it  is  as  bad  as  ever.  Finley  and  wife  have  been  very  ill. 
Joseph  Tiffin  has  lost  his  wife  and  has  been  sick  himself.  Dr.  Scott 
has  been  lying  apparently  at  the  point  of  death  all  the  fall.  Mrs. 
Kirkpatrick  has  lost  two  children.  Mrs.  Patton  died  a few  weeks 
after  her  son.”  In  a later  communication:  “ Joseph  Tiffin  is  still 

sick  and  is  thought  dangerous.  This  is  a very  sickly  country,  and 
will  continue  so,  let  them  say  what  they  will.  . . This  lias  been 

as  hard  a winter  as  I have  ever  seen.  Last  Thursday  the  frost  was 
so  intense  as  to  congeal  wine.  I saw  it  in  Mr.  McFarland’s  store.” 
In  1821  McLandburgh  himself  died  of  the  fevers,  which  at  times 
were  so  malignant  ^s  to  resemble  yellow  fever  in  their  symptoms  and 
fatality.  Indeed,  it  is  claimed  that  yellow  fever,  with  the  accom- 
paniment of  black  vomit,  afflicted  the  French  settlement  of  Gal- 
lipolis  soon  after  its  establishment.  Though  this  is  denied  by  some 
investigators,  the  disease  was  sufficiently  like  yellow  fever  for  the 
unfortunate  people  who  died. 

The  fever  was  so  continuous,  so  frightful  in  its  effects,  that  it  is 
remarkable  that  the  settlers  were  heroic  enough  to  remain  in  Ohio. 
They  stayed  partly  through  grim  determination,  partly  through  the 
natural  indisposition  to  move  backward,  partly  through  love  of  the 
beautiful  country,  and  largely  through  hope  that  is  said  to  spring 
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eternal,  doubtless  with  accuracy,  for  it  was  necessary  for  j? 
eternally  in  the  breasts  of  the  pioneers,  to  cheer  them  in  their  toi 

“1  picture  of  the  situation  is  given  by  Isaac  J.  Finley  and 

Rufus  Putnam  in  their  “Pioneer  Record  of  Ross  c0!!"*y,  k 

and  productive  as  these  lands  were,  there  was  a terrible  drawback 
to  their  attraction  in  the  shape  of  chills  and  fevers.  o p 
was  this  disease  that  not  a cabin  or  a family  escaped  for  ajing 
year;  and  it  often  happened  that  there  would  not  be  a sin^e  we 
member  to  furnish  drink  to  the  others.  In  such  cases  huckete  would 
he  filled  in  the  morning  by  those  most  able  and  placed  m some  access- 
ible place  so  that  when  the  shakes  came  on  each  could  helP  h*  . 
or  herself.  Had  there  been  any  seemingly  possible  way  of  getting 
back  to  the  old  settlements  from  which  these  adventurers  had  come, 
most,  if  not  all,  would  have  left  the  rich  Scioto  bottoms  with -their 
shakes  and  fevers,  but  so  it  was,  there  were  no  railroads  or  canals, 
even  wagon  roads,  on  which  they  could  convey  their  disheartened 
skeletons  hack  to  their  old  homesteads  with  their  pure ^ springs i and 
health-restoring  associations.  At  the  tune  of  the  year  when  a te 
land  or  water  trip  could  he  made,  there  were  enough  of  each  tarn  y 
sick  to  prevent  any  preparatory  arrangements  for  such  a re  > 
while  in  winter  there  were  even  more  obstacles  in  the  way  *an 
sickness  of  summer.  Thus  held  not  only  by  the  charms  o e sc 
ery  and  the  productiveness  of  the  soil,  hut  by  the  sterner  rea  1 
of  shakes  and  burning  fever,  few  came  that  ever  returned,  and  eve  y 

vear  brought  new  neighbors.”  • i -n 

These  fevers  are  described  at  some  length  by  Dr.  Daniel  Dra*e, 
of  Cincinnati,  in  his  great  work  on  the  Principal  Diseases  o 
Interior  Valley  of  Xortli  America,  published  in  1850.  I hey  were 
called  by  various  names,  autumnal,  bilious,  intermittent,  remi  ent, 
congestive,  miasmatic,  malarial,  marsh,  malignant,  chill  fever, 
fever’n’ague,  dumb  ague — and  Dr.  Drake  himself  preferre  o ca 
them  autumnal  fevers.  lie  was  disposed  to  ascribe  their  origin 
what  he  called  a “vegeto-animalcular  cause,”  meaning  that  the  peo- 
ple were  infected  by  organisms  that  were  bred  in  decaying  vege  a 
tion,  and  he  pointed  out  that  the  disease  could  not  be  caused  by  gases, 
which  should  have  an  immediate  effect,  but  must  be  due  to  some 
organism  that-  had  a regular  period  of  incubation,  because  peop  e 
were  not  taken  with  the  fevers  until  some  time  after  the  date  of  sup 
posed  infection.  This  he  stated,  not  in  this  language,  which  is  more 
in  the  line  of  modern  expression,  but  to  the  same  effect,  demonstra ^ 
ing  a remarkable  insight  into  the  operations  of  nature.  It  is  believe, 
now  that  the  malarial  infection,  whatever  its  original . source,  is 
spread  by  mosquitoes,  but  this  the  doctors  and  sufferers  did  not  sus 
pec.t,  and  if  they  had,  it  would  have  done  them  little  good,  so  numer4 
ous  were  the  insect  pests,  and  so  expensive  would  have  been  any 
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adequate  attempt  to  suppress  them.  At  a time  when  people  were 
exterminating  bears,  panthers,  and  vast  forests,  there  was  no  time 
to  make  war  on  such  small  and  ubiquitous  things  as  mosquitoes. 

In  combating  the  fever  and  chills  the  doctors  depended  on  Peru- 
vian bark,  quinine  and  calomel  in  heroic  doses.  Generally  the 
unfortunate  victim  was  first  bled,  then  large  doses  of  calomel  were 
given,  and  the  patient  was  cautioned  to  abstain  from  any  acid  food 
or  he  might  lose  his  teeth,  and  the  calomel  was  followed  by  quinine. 
Dr.  Drake  reported  a case  in  Southern  practice  where  a patient  was 
given  calomel  for  malarial  fever  in  increasing  doses  until  he  took 
several  ounces  a day,  and  in  a short  time  an  entire  pound  of  the  drug 
was  put  in  him.  The  fate  of  the  unfortunate  creature  is  not  men- 
tioned. Another  patient  was  given  six  hundred  grains  of  compound 
of  aloes,  rhubarb  and  calomel  in  equal  quantities  for  six  days  consec- 
utively. There  were  other  remedies.  Dr.  Joshua  Martin,  of 
Xenia,  knew  of  a case  where  the  chills  were  permanently  cured  in  a 
small  boy  by  standing  him  on  his  head  at  the  access  of  the  fit  “In 
many  cases,”  said  Drake,  “the  recurrence  has  been  arrested  by  means 
which  acted  entirely  on  the  imagination  and  feelings.  Of  this  kind 
are  very  loathsome  potions,  which  the  patients  have  swallowed  with 
disgust,  and  different  charms  or  incantations,  which  rouse  powerful 
emotions  that  change  the  innervation  and  destroy  the  habit  of  recur- 
rence.” There  were  some  very  remarkable  cases  of  recurrence 
of  the  disease  in  various  forms.  A man  on  Deer  creek  was  subject 
to  monthly  attacks  of  vertigo  and  loss  of  consciousness.  When  med- 
icine had  checked  this,  the  trouble  soon  returned  with  intervals  of 
twenty-one  days,  and  afterward  for  five  years  with  periods  of  sixteen 
days. 

The  chills  and  fever,  while  not  so  immediately  fatal  in  ordinary 
years  as  yellow  fever,  from  which  Ohio  was  fortunately  spared,  was 
worse  in  its  effects.  If  a man  recovered  from  yellow  fever,  he  was 
none  the  worse  for  it,  sometimes  better ; but  the  victim  of  fever  and 
chills  often  suffered  all  the  rest  of  his  life  with  neuralgia,  liver  or 
spleen  disease,  dyspepsia  or  diarrhoea.  At  times,  however,  the 
malarial  fever  Assumed  a malignant  form,  and  it  was  certain  death 
unless  the  doctor  was  near  at  hand,  and  happened  to  be  able  to  check 
the  paroxysms. 

It  was  this  disease,  common  in  every  part  of  Ohio,  that  the  pioneer 
doctors  had  to  contend  with.  They  battled  nobly,  some  of  them  fall- 
ing victims  to  their  antagonist,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  they 
performed  a great  work  in  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  humanity, 
and  encouraging  the  pioneers  in  the  work  of  overcoming  the  evils  of 
a new  country.  In  time,  with  drainage  and  extensive  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  the  dangerous  conditions  passed  away,  and  Chillicothe  and 
Ross  county  are  now  as  healthy  as  any  of  those  older  regions  to  which 
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the  settlers  longed  to  return  in  the  days  when  they  were  shaking  with 

There  were  some  deaths  in  Ross  county  during  the  ^cat  ^olera 
epidemic  of  1882-33.  Again  in  the  summers  of  1847,  II 548  ana 
1849  there  were  a number  of  cases  and  some  deaths,  In  A gu  , 
1849,  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Renick,  in  Pickaway  county,  seventy-two 
men  on  a Saturday  night  indulged  freely  in  watermelons  and  whis- 
key, and  by  Tuesday  night  thirty-three  of  them  had  died,  but  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  similar  instance  in  Ross  county. 

The  list  of  pioneer  doctors  of  Chillicothe,  as  given  by  Dr. 

McAdow  to  the  authors  of  the  ‘‘Pioneer  Record,”  in  18*1,  is  as  o - 
lows : Samuel  MeAdow,  Edward  Tiffin,  J oseph  Scott,  John  Edna  - 

ston.  1803,  Samuel  Monett,  Crocker  & Keimedy  Buel,  Pmkert  , 
Adam  Hays,  Atkinson,  Wills.  To  these  might  be  added  Doctors 
John  Dunn,  Alexander  Brown,  John  McClernand,  Dr.  Forsythe  and 
Patterson,  all  practicing  in  Ross  county  in  1804,  along  t e nor 
part  and  over  in  Pickaway  county.  They  were  country-  doc™!f;.,.. 

Dr.  Adam  Hays,  named  above,  was  the  first  health  officer  of  Until 
cothe,  being  appointed  by  Mayor  Levin  Belt  in  1821.  His  u ies 
were  to  collect  and  publish  every  week  all  deaths,  with  age,  co  , 
and  complaint.  AU  doctors  were  required  to  make  reports  to  mm. 
Dr.  Crane,  in  July,  1802,  specially  advertised  his  ability  to  cure 

fever  and  ague.  . 

Tbe  first  physician  at  Chillicothe,  and  consequently  in  Ross  c y> 
as  a settler,  it* appears,  was  Dr.  Samuel  McAdow,  a native  Mary- 
land,  September  23,  1772,  and  the  ninth  child  of  a Scotch  deacon 
who  came  to  America  before  the  Revolution.  Samuel  receiv  a 
excellent  classical  education  at  Cokcsburg  college  in  ary  an  , 
studied  medicine  under  Dr.  Archer  of  Maryland  and  Dr.  us  o 
Philadelphia,  and  came  west  in  1793  to  practice  upon  the  people  oi 
Bourbon  county,  Ivv.  There  he  married  within  a year  a sis  el  ® 
the  Howes,  noted  pioneer  preachers,  and  became  interested  in  © 
Einley  project  of  building  up  Massie’s  new  town  on  the  Scioto.  © 
came  with  a party  of  Bourbon  county  people  to  view  the  p ace 
selected  by  Massie,  in  the  fall  of  1790,  and  liking  the  place,  he  move 
into  the  wilderness  with  his  wife  and  babies  in  the  following  spring. 
He  soon  had  plenty  to  do,  and  if  he  had  not  been  a man  of  remar 
able  strength  and  powers  of  endurance  he  must  have  yielded  to  © 
fatigues  of  ministering  to  the  sick  if  not  to  the  attacks  of  disease 
upon  himself.  In  1802  he  and  George  Renick  and  Hathan  Gregg 
rode  horseback  to  Baltimore  to  purchase  a stock  of  drugs  for  © 
equipment  of  a drugstore,  accompanying  George  Renick  and  Hathan 
Gregg,  whose  mission  was  to  buy  a drygoods  stock.  Their  purchases 
were  shipped  over  the  mountains  by  wagon  or  pack  horse  to  the  upp©* 
Ohio  or  Monongahela,  and  thence  down  the  Ohio  river  and  up  tbo 
Scioto  by  boats  propelled  with  oars  or  poles.  The  doctor’s  bnei 
change  of  climate  developed  a severe  case  of  the  fever  while  lie  was 
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in  Baltimore,  but  be  was  soon  able  to  start  back,  carrying  with  bim 
tbe  indispensable  traveler’s  supply  of  Peruvian  bark,  to  keep  off  the 
chills  and  fever.  Dr.  McAdow  did  bis  duty  in  every  relation  of  life. 
Like  Dr.  Tiffin  and  Dr.  McDowell  and  Dr.  Carey  Trimble,  he  was 
a devout  Methodist,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  church  society 
at  Chillicothe.  When  war  came  in  1812  he  offered  his  service  to  his 
country  with  patriotic  devotion,  and  served  in  the  Detroit  and  Malden 
campaign  with  General  McArthur’s  regiment,  having  much  ghastly 
work  to  do  with  the  wounded,  who  were  many,  and  becoming  a pris- 
oner of  war  at  the  surrender  of  Detroit  When  this  worthy  pioneer 
died  in  1849,  he  left  a son,  Dr.  Samuel  McAdow,  J r.,  to  take  his  place 
in  the  profession.  The  junior  McAdow  was  born  at  Chillicothe, 
August  4,  1806,  a day  famous  for  an  eclipse  of  the  sun.  He  mar- 
ried a daughter  of  John  Kirkpatrick,  one  of  the  Finley  party  of 
pioneers,  and  practiced  medicine  for  many  years  from  1827.  Like 
his  father  ho  was  a Methodist,  and  was  a licensed  preacher  in  the 
church. 

Dr.  Edward  Tiffin,  of  whom  much  is  said  in  other  connections,  for 
he  was  the  most  eminent  of  the  early  physicians  of  Ohio  who  made 
their  mark  in  other  fields  of  endeavor,  came  with  Thomas  Worthing- 
ton early  in  1798.  He  had  studied ‘medicine  in  his  native  land  of 
England,  and  at  Philadelphia,  and  was  experienced  in  ministering 
to  ailing  humanity  in  the  lower  Shenandoah  valley  when  he  came 
into  the  forests  with  his  gentle  wife,  “the  conscientious  and  heavenly- 
minded”  Mary  Worthington.  He  practiced  medicine  for  many 
years,  and  filled  with  honor  all  sorts  of  offices,  from  clerk  for  a justice 
to  governor  of  the  State,  working  wisely  at  all  times  for  the  good  of 
his  community  and  the  State.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he 
married  Mary  Porter,  by  whom  he  had  several  children,  the  descend- 
ants of  whom  are  respected  citizens  of  Ohio.  His  only  son,  Edward 
Parker  Tiffin,  was  educated  for  the  medical  profession,  but  his  career 
was  sadly  cut  short  by  death  from  a railroad  accident  as  he  tvas 
returning  from  a tour  of  Europe  in  1853. 

Dr.  William  McDowell  was  another  of  the  earliest  settlers,  but  he 
did  not  begin  the  practice  until  about  1816,  devoting  himself  at  first 
to  business  as  a merchant.  While  trading  he  gave  his  leisure 
moments  to  the  reading  of  medicine,  and  when  he  went  to  Philadel- 
phia to  buy  goods  he  also  sat  under  the  droppings  of  that  sanctuary 
of  Esculapius,  the  Jefferson  medical  college.  He  was  regarded  as 
an  excellent  physician,  and  prospered. 

Dr.  William  Fullerton  was  one  of  a family  quite  prominent  in 
Chillicothe  affairs  in  their  day,  the  descendants  of  a Humphrey  Ful- 
lerton who  fought  in  the  battle  of  the  Boyne  with  Orange  colors.  A 
Hnmphrey  Fullerton  came  to  Pennsylvania  and  was  the  first  judge 
at  Chambersburg.  His  son,  Humphrey,  moved  with  his  family  to 
Chillicothe  in  1804,  and  became  a*  considerable  land  owner  and  the 
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second  clerk  of  the  courts.  When  Mexico  was  encouraging  Amer- 
ican colonies  in  Texas  he  went  there  to  view  the  country,  and  on  his 
return  was  in  a steamboat  explosion  that  caused  his  death,  sometime 
later,  in  1830.  Dr.  William  Fullerton,  his  son,  was  born  near  Cham- 
bersburg  in  ^November,  1802,  and  was  educated  at  the  Chillicothe 
academy  and  the  University  of  Ohio.  He  read  medicine  under 
Dr.  Pinkerton  and  attended  lectures  at  Transylvania  university,  at 
Lexington,  Ky.  He  practiced  from  1825  until  the  latter  part  of  his 
well-spent  life,  which  came  to  a close  July  19,  1875.  He  was  highly 
esteemed  as  a professional  man,  and  in  politics  he  was  an  ardent 
Federalist  and  in  after  years  an  abolitionist. 

Dr.  Joseph  Scott,  who  was  enrolled  at  an  early  date  among  the 
Chillicothe  doctors,  was  born  at  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  about  1779,  a 
younger  brother  of  Dr.  John  Scott,  who  was  a surgeon  with  General 
Wayne  in  his  campaign  of  1794-95,  and  was  a man  of  such  worth 
and  prominence  that  General  Harrison  gave  his  name  to  his  only 
surviving  son,  who  was  the  father  of  President  Benjamin  Harrison. 
Dr.  Scott  advertised  in  the  Gazette,  in  March,  1802,  that  he  had 
“removed  his  medical  shop  to  the  house  formerly  occupied  by  J oseph 

(Tiffin  as  a tavern. ” Soon  after  coming  to  Chillicothe,  Dr.  Joseph 
Scott  married  a niece  of  Gen.  Samuel  Finley,  who  died  about  1810, 
after  which  Scott  removed  to  Frankfort,  Ky.,  where  he  married 
Lucy,  sister  of  Dr.  James  Webb.  Beturning  to  Chillicothe  about 
182*2,  Scott  was  joined  by  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  Webb,  in  1825,  and 
they  practiced  for  a while  in  partnership.  But  Scott  seemed  to  be 
fmore  attracted  by  Kentucky,  and  he  went  back  there  in  1827  and 
I died  at  Lexington  about  1848.  He  was  an  able  physician,  and  was 
a man  of  considerable  financial  ability.  Some  land  he  bought  of 
Henry  Massie  is  now  known  as  Scott’s  addition  to  Chillicothe. 

Dr.  James  Webb,  born  in  Fayette  county,  Kv.,  about  1797,  son  of 
Capt.  Isaac  Webb,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  was  educated  at  Transyl- 
vania university.  He  was  a bov  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  grew 
up  to  be  a fine  type  of  the  Southern  gentleman,  but  with  decided 
opinions  in  regard  to  the  evils  of  whiskey  drinking  and  slaveholding. 
As  has  been  noted  he  came  to  Chillicothe  in  1825.  He  married 
Maria  Cook,  daughter  of  Judge  Isaac  Cook,  of  Chillicothe,  and  made 
his  home  in  the  old  Woodbridge  house,  corner  of  Paint  and  Second 
street,  now  the  site  of  the  Ross  County  bank  building.  They  had 
three  children  when,  in  1833,  hearing  that  his  parents  in  Kentucky 
were  in  danger  on  account  of  the  cholera  that  was  then  ravaging  the 
west,  Dr.  Webb  went  to  their  home.  On  the  way  he  was  himself 
taken  .with  the  disease,  and  though  he  managed  to  get  to  his  destina- 
tion, it  was  only  to  witness  the  death  of  his  parents  and  his  sister, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Scott.  He  was  taken  to  Lexington,  but  before  his 
wife  could  reach  him,  he  passed  away.  Such  were  the  dreadful 
experiences  in  many  families  during  the  tragical  years  of  cholera. 
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The  youngest  child  of  Dr.  Webb  was  given  the  name  of  Lucy,  and  in 
later  years,  after  she  had  been  educated  in  Miss  Baskerville’s  school 
and  at  Delaware,  and  in  the  Wesleyan  college  at  Cincinnati,  she 
married  a young  man  whose  character  in  earnestness  and  strength 
matched  her  own — Rutherford  Birchard  Hayes.  She  encouraged 
him  in  being  an  honest  lawyer,  a self-sacrificing  soldier,  an  unselfish 
patriot,  and  when  it  fell  to  her  to  perform  the  social  duties  of  the 
wife  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  she  was  quite  equal  to 
the  task,  and  the  tenderness  and  purity  of  character  that  she  revealed 
won  for  her  the  love  of  a great  nation. 

Dr.  John  Edmiston,  another  of  the  pioneers,  was  also  a druggist. 
His  advertisement,  in  1803,  “respectfully  informs  the  publick,”  that 
he  has  at  his  apothecary’s  shop  a fine  lot  of  red  and  yellow’  bark, 
camphor,  bitter  ingredients,  blue  vitriol,  sugar  of  lead,  arsenic,  red 
precipitate,  court  plaister,  liquorice  ball,  antimony,  sugar  candy, 
amotto,  cream  of  tartar,  Anderson’s  pills,  essence  of  peppermint, 
Godfrey’s  cordial,  British  oil,  Bateman’s  drops  and  best  lancets. 

The  first  drugs  tore  in  Chillicothe,  it  is  said,  was  kept  by  Dr. 
Amasa  Delano,  afterward  by  his  younger  brother,  Ira  Delano.  Dr. 
A.  D.  Sproat,  the  founder  of  “Sproat’s”  came  here  on  October  21, 
1818. 

Dr.  Lewis  William  Foulke  was  an'  eminent  practitioner  and  citi- 
zen from  1836.  He  was  bora  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  in  August,  1809,  the 
son  of  Dr.  George  D.  Eoulke.  He  was  educated  at  Dickinson  col- 
lege and  the  Medical  university  of  Maryland,  and  after  a brief  prac- 
tice in  his  native  state  came  to  Chillicothe.  A year  later  he  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  McCoy,  the  pioneer  merchant.  Their 
only  child  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Gustavus  Scott  Franklin,  bora  at 
Chillicothe  in  1837,  for  several  years  in  the  medical  service  of  the 
United  States  navy,  and  for  many  years  a physician  at  Chillicothe. 
Dr.  Foulke  was  honored  in  1843  with  the  degree  of  master  of  arts 
bv  Dickinson  college.  He  was  a faithful  supporter  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  the  first  president  of  the  Ross  County  National  bank  and 
of  the  Ohio  Insurance  company,  and  his  work  remains  in  the  school 
system  of  the  city. 

Dr.  William  Waddle,  for  many  years  the  leading  physician  of 
Chillicothe,  was  the  son  of  John  Waddle,  whose  father  emigrated  to 
western  Pennsylvania  from  Ireland  in  17S3.  John  Waddle  came 
to  Ross  county  in  1800,  and  married  Nancy  Mann,  of  Kentucky, 
daughter  of  Col.  William  Mann,  of  that  state.  William  was  bora 
at  Chillicothe  September  19,  1811,  received  his  literary  education 
at  the  Chillicothe  academy  and  Ohio  university  and  in  1834  began 
the  reading  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Fullerton.  In  1836  he  was  grad- 
uated at  the  Jefferson  medical  college,  Philadelphia,  and  a year  later 
he  began  his  practice  at  his  native  town.  In  1845  he  married  a 
•daughter  of  John  McCoy,  one  of  the  pioneer  merchants.  In  addi- 
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tion  to  his  medical  work  Dr.  Waddle  was  a public-spirited  citizen, 
served  many  years  as  trustee  of  Ohio  university,  and  in  1868  94 
was  a trustee  of  the  Athens  and  Columbus  lunatic  asylums.  Dr. 
Waddle  died  August  23,  1896.  He  was  also  one  of  the  original 
movers  in  the  formation  of  the  public  library  at  Chillicothe,  and  the 
city  park,  in  which  latter  work  Maj.  Wm.  Poland  was  prominent. 
His  son,  Dr.  Edward  F.  Waddle,  was  associated  with  him  in  the 

practice  from  1888.  , 

Dr.  Jefferson  B.  Scearce,  who  was  a partner  of  Dr.  Waddle  tor 
more  than  twenty-five  years,  is  yet  living  in  Chillicothe,  the  oldest 
physician  of  the  city  in  years  of  practice.  He  was  graduated  at 
Jefferson  medical  college  in  1858,  and  began  his  practice  in  1864. 
His  eminent  ability  and  many  years  of  devotion  to  his  profession  give 
him  a place  of  high  honor  among  Ross  county  citizens. 

Dr.  Cyrus  Trimble,  one  of  the  noted  Trimble  family  of  Highland 
county,  brother  of  Allen  and  William  A.  Trimble,  came  to  C 1 1 
cotheVo  practice  about  1820,  hut  died  two  years  later  in  one  of  the 
epidemics  of  malignant  malarial  fever,  in  182?.  His  nephew,  r. 
Carey  A.  Trimble,  son  of  Governor  Allen  Trimble,  born  at  Hills- 
boro'in  1813,  was  for  many  years  a prominent  physician  and  citizen 
of  Ross  county,  and  so  conspicuous  in  politics  that  he  was  electe 
to  Congress  in  1858  and  1860.  , . 

Dr.  Vethake,  who  had  qualified  himself  for  the  profession  at  his 
former  home  in  New  York,  came  to  Chillicothe  in  1818,  marne  a 
sister  of  Colonel  Brush,  and  being  a man  of  considerable  culture  was 
prominent  in  social  as  wTell  as  professional  matters  until  his  return 
to  NevT  York  about  eight  years  later.  Dr.  David  Wills,  a native  o 
Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  a noted  pioneer  family,  removed  to  Ross 
county  in  1823,  and  had  a large  practice.  In  1834-37  his  P^r^er 
in  medical  work  was  Dr.  John  K.  Finley,  a son  of  Gen.  Samuel  1m 
ley,  but  Dr.  Finley,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  removed  to  Pittsburg. 
Dr.  Wills  was  in  the  practice  at  Chillicothe  until  his  remova  o 
Zanesville  in  1862.  . 

Dr.  Arthur  Watts,  who  came  to  Chillicothe  in  1825,  was  the  son  o 
a gentleman  who  came  to  have  large  land  holdings  and  considerab  e 
wealth,  which  Dr.  Watts  inherited.  He  married  Eleanor,  daughter 
of  Governor  Worthington,  and  his  home  was  one  of  the  centers  o 
social  life. 

Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  a surgeon  in  the  war  of  1812, 
practiced  at  Chillicothe  about  1815-24,  and  afterward  returned  to 
Pennsylvania.  Dr.  John  J.  Moore,  a Virginian,  wdio  began  his  prac- 
tice in  Alabama,  was  in  the  profession  at  Chillicothe  from  1833  until 
his  death  in  1871  and  had  high  standing.  His  son,  Dr.  William  E. 
Moore,  born  at  Chillicothe  in  1845,  and  a graduate  of  the  Ohio  med- 
ical college,  has  been  in  the  practice  here  since  1872. 

Dr.  Jonathan  Miesse,  born  at  Reading,  Pa.,  in  1817,  and  gradu- 
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ated  at  the  Pennsylvania  medical  college  in  1846,  began  the  practice 
at  Chillicothe  in  1838,  having  prepared  himself  before  receiving  a 
degree,  under  preceptors.  He  practiced  in  Koss  county  for  more 
than  forty  years,  and  was  a highly  esteemed  and  popular  physician. 
His  son,  Dr.  B.  F.  Miesse,  was  born  at  Delaware  in  1841,  and  when 
the  civil  war  began  was  yet  a student,  graduating  at  the  Ohio  uni- 
versity in  June,  1861.  Afterward  he  received  his  medical  training 
at  Ohio  medical  college  and  Bellevue  Hospital  college,  and  during 
the  period  of  hostilities  he  was  assistant  surgeon  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-ninth  regiment,  Ohio  National  Guards. 

Dr.  John  Coates,  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  in  1791,  came  to 
Ohio  with  his  parents  in  childhood,  and  he  was  educated  at  Athens 
college,  founding  there  a cultured  manhood  that  made  him  one  of  the 
most  valued  citizens  of  Ross  county  for  many  years.  He  made  his 
home  at  Chillicothe  after  he  began  practice,  and  continued  his  resi- 
dence there  until  his  death  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Dr.  Z.  W.  Zanders,  the  first  German  physician  at  Chillicothe,  was 
born  at  Munich,  Germany,  and  came  to  Ross  county  about  1839. 
After  practicing  here  until  1858  he  removed  to  St.  Louis,  where  he 
died.  He  was  a highly  educated  man,  and  in  addition  to  his  profes- 
sional work,  in  which  he  was  highly  successful,  he  was  associate 
editor  of  the  first  German  paper  at  Chillicothe,  established  about 
1848.  It  is  said  that  he  came  .to  America  as  the  result  of  the  out- 
come of  a duel  fought  when  he  was  a court  physician. 

Dr.  Karl  Rominger,  another  prominent  German  physician,  was  a 
native  of  Wittenberg  and  a graduate  of  Tubingen.  Coming  to  Amer- 
ica about  1845  he  located  at  Chillicothe  and  practiced  his  profession 
until  about  1865,  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  geologist  at  the 
University  of  Michigan.  Afterward  becoming  state  geologist,  he 
won  recognition  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  that  field  of  science.  Dr. 
Rominger  is  yet  living  at  Ann  Arbor,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Dr.  Frederick  H.  Rehwinkle,  a native  of  Celle,  Hanover,  bom 
in  June,  1825,  and  educated  for  the  medical  profession  in  Germany, 
came  to  America  in  1849,  and  after  practicing  at  Cincinnati  and  in 
the  South  located  at  Chillicothe  in  1850.  In  1855  he  was  graduated 
in  a dental  college  at  Baltimore,  and  after  that  he  practiced  dentistry 
at  Chillicothe,  gaining  a national  reputation  in  that  profession.  He 
was  president  of  the  American  Dental  association  in  1878.  He  was 
also  prominent  in  freemasonry,  holding  the  rank  of  grand  com- 
mander of  the  Knights  Templar  of  Ohio  in  1888.  For  some  time, 
during  the  rebellion,  he  was  captain  of  Company  E,  Thirty-seventh 
regiment.  His  wife  was  Mary  K.,  daughter  of  D.  K.  Jones,  of  Chil- 
licothe. 

Dr.  Franz  X.  Faller,  another  German  physician,  was  a graduate 
of  the  University  of  Heidelberg,  and  one  of  the  men  active  in  the 
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revolution  of  1848,  who  were  compelled  to  seek  refuge  in  America. 
He  practiced  at  Chillicothe  until  his  death  in  1871. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Owen  Carpenter  was  in  the  practice  at  Bainbridge 
for  several  years  prior  to  1834,  when  he  removed  to  Chillicothe  and 
became  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Scioto  Gazette.  A year 
later  he  resumed  the  duties  of  his  profession.  He  was  president  of 
the  Ross  coimty  medical  society  and  of  the  Scioto  Valley  medical 
association  and  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  the  county.  He 
died  in  the  time  of  the  Harrison-Tyler  administration. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Williams,  born  in  Hardy  county,  Va.,  about  1824,  came 
to  Chillicothe  after  the  civil  war  and  practiced  medicine  for  several 
years,  with  the  exception  of  a few  years  spent  in  Missouri.  He  was 
elected  mayor  of  Chillicothe  in  the  spring  of  1873,  and  died  a month 
after  receiving  this  mark  of  distinction. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Handy,  prominent  in  the  profession  at  Chillicothe  in 
the  1820’s  and  1830’s,  removed  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  died. 

Dr.  Hamilton,  who  practiced  for  many  years  at  South  Salem, 
came  to  Ross  county  from  Pennsylvania  in  1839.  He  was  educated 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Jefferson  medical  college. 
He  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  South  Salem  for  many  years,  and 
aided  materially  in  building  up  the  academy  at  that  town. 

The  first  resident  doctors  at  Bourneville  were  Thompson  and  Mor- 
ton, the  latter  beginning  his  public  sendees  there  as  a school  teacher. 
The  next  to  engage  in  the  practice  there  were  Drs.  A.  Y.  Hull  and 
J.  M.  Baird,  the  former  acquiring  considerable  fame  by  his  part  in 
bringing  to  justice  the  murderers  of  Edwards.  Dr.  Baird  afterward 
removed  to  Chillicothe.  Among  the  later  physicians  there  should 
at  least  be  named  Dr.  A.  L.  Chenoweth,  one  of  fifteen  children 
of  the  pioneer,  Absalom  Chenoweth,  of  Pee  Pee  township.  He  had 
received  his  education  and  begun  his  practice  in  Waverlv,  when  the 
war  began,  and  he  went  to  the  front  as  captain  of  a company  he  had 
helped  to  organize.  He  served  with  credit  from  Paducah  to  New 
Orleans,  and  for  some  months  acted  as  surgeon  of  his  regiment. 

At  Bainbridge  Doctors  Carpenter,  Davis,  Green,  Quin,  Shepherd 
and  Morrow  were  among  the  early  practitioners. 

At  Kingston  the  first  doctor  was  Edward  Ostrander,  who  settled 
in  1813,  and  soon  made  inroads  upon  the  country  practice  of  Dr. 
Scott.  He  was  followed  in  that  location  within  the  next  twenty 
years  by  Drs.  Hunter,  Prettvman  and  Curl. 

In  1833  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Scioto  Valley  was  organized 
at  Chillicothe,  with  G.  S.  B.  Hempstead,  of  Portsmouth,  as  presi- 
dent. William  Fullerton,  of  Chillicothe,  was  secretary;  William. 
Blackstone,  of  Waverly,  was  treasurer,  and  B.  O.  Carpenter  and 
C.  J.  Ward,  of  Chillicothe,  E.  B.  Olds  and  J.  B.  Finley,  of  Circle- 
ville,  and  John  S.  Prettvman,  of  Kingston,  were  censors.  This 
organization  was  continued  for  a few  years,  and  in  1848  the  Ross 
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County  Medical  society  was  formed,  with  Dr.  David  Wills  as  its  first 
president;  Drs.  Drummond  and  Carey  A.  Trimble,  vice  presidents; 
Dr.  J.  W.  Morris,  secretary,  and  Dr.  Latta,  treasurer. 

The  present  medical  society  of  Ross  county  was  organized  by  a 
meeting  of  physicians  at  the  office  of  Dr.  G.  S.  Franklin,  April  6, 
1876.  The  original  members  who  signed  the  constitution  that  day 
were  S.  W.  Foulke,  Gustavus  S.  Franklin,  C.  M.  Wilson,  R.  33.  Hall, 
of  Chillicothe;  William  Latta,  R.  Galbraith,  E.  J.  Galbraith,  J.  M. 
ILeslie,  of  Frankfort;  John  M.  Cox,  of  South  Salem;  J.  B.  F.  Mor- 
gan, of  Clarksburg;  A.  L.  Chenoweth  and  Willard  A.  Hall,  of 
Bourneville;  George  Freeman,  of  Richmond  Dale.  The  first  officers 
elected  were  Dr.  William  Latta,  president ; R.  B.  Hall,  vice  presi- 
dent; E.  J.  Galbraith,  treasurer,  G.  S.  Franklin,  secretary.  The 
organization  has  been  kept  up  ever  since,  much  to  the  promotion  of 
social  fellowship,  scientific  advancement  and  the  high  standing  of  the 
profession  in  Ross  county. 

The  present  board  of  health  of  Chillicothe  was  organized  under 
the  state  law  immediately  following  the  passage  of  a city  ordinance 
for  that  purpose,  on  May  24,  1888.  The  first  meeting  of  the  board 
was  held  June  27,  1888,  with  the  following  membership:  Mayor 

David  Smart,  president  ex-officio,  R.  IL  Freeman,  Dr.  E.  F.  Waddle, 
Rev.  R.  G.  Lewis,  M.  II.  Watt,  George  E.  Manley,  and  W.  J.  Atwell. 
Charles  A.  Malone  was  secretary.  The  board  has  continued  in  exis- 
tence since  then,  the  present  membership  being  Mayor  Wallace  D. 
Yaple,  president  ; F.  C.  Betseh,  Charles  Hermann,  William  Burgoon, 
Henry  Hamm,  W.  P.  Bowel’s,  William  Ringwald.  The  secretary  is 
James  I.  Boulger,  and  Dr.  W.  S.  Scott  is  health  officer.  The  first 
health  officer  of  the  city  was  Dr.  T.  S.  Barnes.  The  first  sanitary 
officer  was  Frank  Hanks  and  the  present  incumbent  is  George  Hamm. 
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WITH  an  honorable  record  of  more  than  a century  3 exist- 
ence behind  her,  Chillicothe  well  sustains  her  long 
established  reputation  for  solidity  and  wealth,  the 
men  who  established  the  little  hamlefin  the  wilderness 
in  1796,  founded  that  reputation,  and  their  descendants  and  succes- 
eors  have  well  maintained  it.  <• 

Chillicothe  attained  an  eminent  position  in  the  political  nis  *y 
the  State,  long  years  before  her  commercial  and  industrial  charac  e 
had  received  more  than  passing  notice.  And  this  was  not  due  to  any 
lack  of  interest  in  industry,  or  of  local  pride ; but,  rather,  to  the  over 
powering  influence  of  the  strong  political  characters  who  were  at 
helm  of  the  ship  of  state.  Their  minds  and  energies  were  absorbed 
in  shaping  the  destiny  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  and  foun  in&  * 
state  on  the  broad  principles  of  human  equality.  To  the  Chil  ico 
party,  headed  by  Nathaniel  Massie,  is  due  the  existence  of  the  btaie 
of  Ohio,  with  boundaries  as  at  present  established.  The  de  ea  o 
the  St.  Clair  party,  and  the  consequent  erection  of  the  State  on  tne 
basis  desired  by  the  Chillicotheans,  is  fully  told  in  another  chapter. 
Prominent  among  General  Massie’s  assistants  were  Thomas  or 
ington,  Michael  Baldwin,  Dr.  Edward  Tiffin,  Judge  Thomas  co  t, 
and  James  Grubby  These  names  are  immortal  in  Ohio’s  history. 

They  were  also  instrumental  in  the  framing  of  the  constitu  on  o 
of  the  State,  adopted  in  1802,  and  in  the  admission  of  state  without 
the  stigma  of  human  slavery.  These  were  absorbing  themes,  w ic 
not  only  engaged  the  attention  of  the  great  leaders,  but  their  o 
lowers  as  well ; and  the  success  thus  achieved  placed  Boss  coun  y 
in  the  van-guard  of  political  prominence  for  many  years  therea  er. 
This  position  placed  four  Chillicotheans  in  the  gubernatorial  chair, 
and  four  United  States  senators  were  residents  of  Chillicothe,  as 
were,  also,  nine  representatives  in  Congress;  three  secretaries  o 
state  of  Ohio ; six  judges  of  the  Ohio  supreme  court;  ten  members  o 
constitutional  conventions,  with  minor  officials  in  the  state  an 
nation,  in  great  numbers. 
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The  religious  and  educational  affairs  of  the  city  also  received  early 
attention,  and  liberal  support.  Merchants  were  aggressive  and  pub- 
lic spirited,  their  stocks  rivaling  in  value  those  exhibited  by  present 
day  dealers.  The  few  manufactories  established,  supplied  a wide 
range  of  territory.  Chillicothe  flour  was  famous  as  far  away  as  the 
Crescent  city ; cattle  from  the  Scioto  valley,  driven,  or  shipped  from 
Chillicothe,  were  eagerly  sought  in  the  eastern  markets ; pork,  grain, 
and  many  other  agricultural  products,  had  a wide  circle  of  distribu- 
tion. The  city’s  banks  were  flourishing  and  impregnable,  and  gen- 
eral prosperity  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  people. 

But  if  the  reader  will  but  reflect,  he  will  observe  that  all  the  busi- 
ness of  the  earlier  days  was  closely  related  to  agricultural  supremacy. 
Chillicothe  was  then  the  center  of  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  dis- 
tricts in  the  United  States,  a distinction  which  the  locality  has 
retained  with  creditable  success.  All  business  energy  was  directed 
toward  handling  the  products  of  the  farms,  and  in  supplying  the 
farmers’  needs.  But  this  industry,  however  profitable,  was  destined 
sooner  or  later,  to  find  a limit. 

The  early  settlers  and  business  men  of  Chillicothe  were  generally 
people  with  agricultural  tendencies  and  traditions.  They  were  sons 
of  southern  planters,  who,  disgusted  with  the  curse  of  human,  slavery, 
had  here  sought  an  asylum  of  liberty  on  soil  uncontaminated  with 
the  pernicious  influence  of  the  slave-driver.  They  had  no  manufac- 
tories in  their  native  country,  knew  nothing  of  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing, and  cared  less.  Parental  traditions  and  customs  are 
strong  within  the  human  breast.  These  men  held  the  land,  culti- 
vated and  improved  it,  erected  homes,  maintained  the  honor  of  their 
country  in  council  halls  and  on  the  battle-field,  and  lived  out  their 
allotted  days  in  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  quiet  village  their 
industry  had  established.  In  this  manner,  the  crucial  point  in  the 
history  of  Chillicothe  was  passed.  Rival  towns  sprang  up,  in  which 
manufacturing  became  the  dominant  feature.  Because  of  the  influx 
of  population  due  to  the  operation  of  the  business,  they  soon  sur- 
passed Chillicothe  in  business  importance  and  populace.  Conscious 
of  her  wonderful  possibilities,  yet  disinclined  to  forsake  the  tradi- 
tions of  her  forefathers,  Chillicothe  plodded  along  her  way  until  she 
was  outstripped  in  the  race  for  commercial  importance,  by  the  zeal 
and  energy  of  those  inured  to  the  life  of  turmoil  in  the  manufactur- 
ing business,  with  all  its  speculation  and  uncertainty.  But  in  recent 
years  there  has  been  a decided  change  from  the  customs  of  the  olden 
time. 

The  progressive  men  of  the  city  have  come  to  realize  that  Chilli- 
cothe possesses  unsurpassed  facilities  for  a successful  manufacturing 
center.  The  essential  elements  are  fuel,  material,  railroad  facilities 
and  capital;  another  consideration  is  nearness  to  the  market  of  the 
consumers.  All  these  essential  conditions  are  met  in  Chillicothe, 
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in  a remarkable  degree.  An  inexhaustible  supply  of  coal  is  close  at 
hand  in  the  celebrated  fields  of  Jackson  county,  while  the  West  \ lr- 
ginia  coal  fields  are  within  easy  access,  with  a through  line  of  rail- 
road connecting  them  with  the  city.  Abundance  of  natural  gas  is 
brought  to  the  city  from  the  Sugar  Grove  gas  field.  An  apparently 
inexhaustible  supply  of  the  best  hard  woods  may  be  foun  vi  uu 
easv  reach  of  the  city,  while  iron  in  crude  or  manufactured  lorn, 
may  be  found  on  the  direct  lines  of  railroad  entering  the  town.  Ship- 
ping facilities  are  unsurpassed,  and  points  north,  south,  east  or  west 
may  be  reached  by  the  three  railroads  entering  the  city.  Projected 
systems  of  electric  railway  lines,  now  in  course  of  construction,  will 
connect  the  city  with  Columbus  and  Hillsboro,  and  intermediate 
points,  not  to  mention  the  most  picturesque  natural  scenery  m South- 
ern Ohio.  Geographically,  the  location  is  all  that  could  be  desired, 
being  located  near  the  center  of  the  State,  east  and  west,  and  abou 
half  way  between  Columbus  and  the  Ohio  river. 

Abundant  capital  awaits  the  inception  of  any  manufacturing  en  er 
prise  which  promises  reasonable  returns  on  the  investment.  In  coin 
paratively  recent  years,  several  manufactories  have  come  into 
ence  in  recognition  of  the  superior  attractions  and  adaptability  of  the 

location.  ‘ a a A 

Chillieothe  has  a population  of  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  ana 
seventv-six.  according  to  the  census  of  1900.  It  contains  a num  r 
of  handsome  and  expensive  residences  and  public  buildings,  vhile  t le 
average  homes  evince  an  air  of  thrift  and  prosperity  in  their  sur 
roundings,  in  keeping  with  the  industry  and  frugality  of  tne  occu 
pants.  The  city  contains  a less  number  of  poor  and  squall 
residences,  indicative  of  poverty  and  misery,  than  most  cities  o its 
size. 

The  sanitary  conditions  are  excellent,  and  the  drainage  system  per 
feet.  The  board  of  health,  and  sanitary  officers,  are  vigilant  in  the 
discharge  of  their  official  duties,  and  the  streets  and  alleys  are  kep 
in  the  most  perfect  sanitary  condition.  A w’ell  organized  and  t or 
oughly  trained  fire  department  under  pay  from  the  city  ^ias 
established  stations,  which  are  equipped  with  the  latest  and  bes 
apparatus  for  the  purpose  designed.  The  efficiency  of  the  depa 
ment  has  been  demonstrated  on  many  occasions.  A board  of  fir® 
commissioners,  non-political,  has  control  of  the  fire  department 

A police  force,  the  guardians  of  the  public  peace  and  property,  are 
noted  for  their  efficiency  in  the  line  of  official  duties;  and  some  o 
thfe  members  have  received  high  commendations  for  successful  detec- 
tive work.  As  a class,  they  are  courteous  and  obliging  men,  to  whose 
vigilance  and  alertness  is  due  the  small  percentage  of  burglaries  ana 
unlawful  acts,  of  which  the  city  boasts. 

The  city  government  of  Chillieothe  for  the  present  year  (1902)  is 
as  follows:  mayor,  Wallace  D.  Yaple;  civil  engineer,  Henry  M. 
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Bedd;  city  commissioner,  John  Cull;  chief  of  the  fire  department, 
Val  Brockmeyer;  city  solicitor,  James  Cahill;  city  clerk,  Bobert  D. 
Alexander;  city  treasurer,  Luther  B.  Hurst;  chief  of  police,  John 
Stanley;  city  marshal,  Val.  Southworth.  The  council  is  organized 
as  follows:  president,  George  L.  Emmel;  vice-president,  John 

Hamm;  clerk,  Charles  Schmauser;  councilmen:  First  ward,  George 
Tudor;  Second  ward,  Frank  Perry  and  Henry  Gartner;  Third  ward, 
Charles  E.  Tippett  and  William  P.  McDowell ; Fourth  ward,  Fred  C. 
Mader  and  W.  II.  Martin ; Fifth  ward,  George  L.  Emmell  and  George 
Litter ; Sixth  ward,  J ohn  Hamm  and  Charles  E.  Bobbins. 

The  board  of  health  is  organized  with  W.  S.  Scott,  M.  D.,  as  health 
officer;  James  I.  Boulger,  clerk,  and  Henry  Hamm,  policeman. 
The  fire  department  comprises  nine  men  in  the  employ  of  the  city, 
besides  .the  chief,  and  four  fire  commissioners.  Thirty-two  fire  alarm 
boxes  are  located  at  different  places  about  the  city,  these  connected 
with  headquarters  by  means  of  electrical  wires,  which,  according  to 
an  established  code  of  signals,  designates  the  locality  of  the  fire,  by 
striking  the  fire  alarm  bell.  The  organization  is  thoroughly  system- 
atized and  very  efficient  in  its  work. 

As  early  as  February  27,  1826,  a public  reading  room  was  opened 
in  a building  which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  Alston  block.  It 
was  unpretentious  in  character,  as  the  world  was  not  then  flooded 
with  books.  Xewspapers,  public  documents,  magazines  and  miscel- 
laneous periodicals,  were  provided  for  the  use  of  patrons.  To  avoid 
the  expense  of  lights,  the  room  was  kept  open  only  during  the  day- 
light hours.  This  “Beading  Boom”  was  kept  by  Benjamin  Masters, 
in  his  tavern  on  Paint  street,  at  the  sign  of  the  Scioto  Ox,  the  inn  for- 
merly kept  by  United  States  Senator  Joseph  Kerr.  Boarders  at  the 
inn  had  the  privileges  of  the  reading  room  free.  But  after  one  year’s 
trial,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars’  subscription,  the  room  was  closed  as 
an  unprofitable  investment.  The  nucleus  to  the  present  city  library 
originated  in  1848  and  this  was  stimulated  two  years  later,  when  the 
State  legislature  authorized  the  expenditure  of  public  funds  for  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  school  libraries.  The  library  was 
at  first  located  in  the  central  school  building,  but  after  several  moves, 
rendered  necessary  by  increasing  interest,  and  the  over-crowding  of 
its  small  quarters,  in  1870,  it  reached  its  present  permanent  location 
in  the  city  building  on  Paint  street.  In  1874  it  had  six  thousand 
volumes  on  its  shelves,  some  of  which  were  donations  from  private 
libraries,  but  they  were  largely  the  accumulations  from  the  three 
libraries  which  it  succeeded.  One  of  these  was  the  Young  Men’s 
Gymnasium  and  Library  Association  which  wTas  disorganized  by 
reason  of  enlistment  in  the  civil  war,  and  never  resurrected.  Edward 
Safford,  now  dead,  was  the  moving  spirit  in  establishing  the  young 
men’s  association.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war,  there  was  a teachers’ 
11-14 
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library  of  several  hundred  volumes,  besides  iindwmed  libranes  ot' 
State  books  which  some  of  the  district  schools  were  unable,  or  unwill 
Stride  for,  in  the  single  rooms  of  the  country 

After  the  close  of  the  civil  war,  Judge  Stone,  as  pres  , 

board  of  education,  proposed  a consolidation  of  the  three ; e”b^ 
libraries,  which  was  consented  to  by  the  owner?  on  the 
the  new  organization  should  be  free  to  the  public,  and  ^ further 
consideration  that  the  board  of  education  should  appropnate  one  hun 
dred  dollars  annually  with  which  to  purchase  new  books  1 ^ 

very  reasonable  conditions  were  complied  with,  and  t P ^ 

a permanent  fund  of  two  thousand  dollars,  which  had 
from  another  source,  was  also  set  apart  for  the  pure  la  ^ 

In  the  late  sixties,  the  legislature  again  came  to)her®®  ’ble 
authorized  the  levying  of  a tax  of  one-tenth  of  a mill  on  the  taxable 
property  of  certain  cities  (of  which  Ch.ll.cothe  was  one)  for  tbe 
supliort  of  public  libraries.  From  these  various  sources,  an  annuall 
fund  of  about  eight  hundred  dollars  is  provided,  and  this  1S1 
semi-annually  in  new  books.  The  contingent  expenses  of  the  library 
are  paid  by  the  city  authorities,  who  have  always  dealt  very  liberally 

with  this,  the  city’s  ward.  . r 

The  first  librarian,  after  the  formal  organization,  was  'VUua  • 
Franklin.  He  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Watterson,  who  resigned  in 
1887.  James  M.  Burrows  was  then  chosen  to  the  position  and  a 
assistant  was  provided,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Lizzie  Butlei. 
this  management  the  work  of  classifying  and  systema  izing 
library  was  carried  forward  with  energy  and  intelligence,  r. 
rows  being  vefv  zealous  and  efficient.  In  August,  189  , ur 
Stevenson  was' chosen  to  the  office  of  librarian,  a selection  warm  y 
commended  bv  the  thousands  of  patrons.  He  possesses  all  tbe  ele- 
ments of  a successful  and  popular  librarian,  youth,  intcUige  , 
activity,  an  obliging  disposition,  and  perfect  familiarity  w1 
thousands  of  volumes  upon  the  shelves.  The  assistant  1 rarl  , 
Newton  B.  Overly,  who  is  also  the  truant  officer  of  the  city  sc  o • 
The  public  library  is  open  every  week  day,  from  nine  o clock  a.  m. 
until  nine  p.  m.,  and  is  a popular  resort,  much  appreciate,  y _ 
studious  citizens  of  all  ages,  who  daily  fill  the  convenient  sittings  p 
vided  in  the  reading  room.  More  room  for  the  accommo  a ion 
books  and  readers  is  badly  needed.  Chillicothe  may  well  e Pr°u 
of  her  free  public  library,  where  eighteen  thousand  choice  vo  urn 
await  the  call  of  its  patrons.  Nearly  thirty  thousand  volumes 
in  circulation  during  the  year  1901,  while  fully  half  that  num 
were  used  in  the  reading  room,  without  removal. 

Chillicothe  is  represented  in  journalism  by  four  weekly  news^ 
papers,  two  dailies,  and  one  semi-monthly  publication.  The  la  e 
is  entitled  “The  Ohio  Soldier,”  and  is  devoted,  primarily,  to  the  inter- 
ests of  veterans  of  the  civil  war.  It  is  a well  edited  and  entertaining 
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sheet.  Captain  John  T.  Raper,  who  saw  service  at  the  front  in  the 
dark  days  of  the  sixties,  is  the  editor,  with  publication  places  in  Chil- 
licothe,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Columbus  and  Toledo. 

The  “Unsere  Zeit”  is  a German  weekly  of  high  standing  among 
the  readers  of  the  Teutonic  language.  It  is  the  only  German  paper 
in  the  Scioto  valley  south  of  Columbus,  a fact  which  advertisers  and 
readers  fully  appreciate,  and  accord  to  the  “Unsere  Zeit”  a liberal 
patronage.  The  paper  wa3  established  in  1868  by  B.  Fromm,  grand- 
father of  the  present  publisher,  to  whom  it  was  transmitted  on  the 
death  of  the  son  of  the  founder.  C.  Albert  Fromm  learned  the 
details  of  the  “art  preservative”  under  the  tutorship  of  his  father, 
and  is  a young  man  especially  well  fitted  for  the  responsible  position 
which  has  descended  to  him. 

The  Scioto  Gazette  is  the  oldest  paper  west  of  the  Alleghenies,  andl 
one  of  the  oldest  papers  of  continuous  publication  in  the  United] 
States.  For  more  than  a century  it  has  recorded  not  only  the  history 
of  Chillicothe,  of  Ross  county,  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  of  Ohio, 
but  also  that  of  the  nation,  and,  in  briefer  degree,  the  great  happen- 
ings of  the  world.  No  notable  event  has  gone  unrecorded  in  its  col- 
umns ; told  in  its  types  are  the  stories  of  five  wars  in  which  this  coun- 
try has  been  victorious;  it  has  recounted  the  growth  of  the  nation 
from  a struggling  group  of  states  until  now,  when  it  is  become  one 
of  the  great  powers  of  the  world,  with  a flag  that  floats  around  the 
girdle  of  the  earth.  The  first  issue  of  the  Scioto  Gazette  appeared 
on  April  25,  1800.  Its  founder  and  editor  w’as  Nathaniel  Willis, 
grandfather  of  N.  P.  Willis,  the  poet.  The  first  editor  of  this  paper 
was  born  in  Boston;  he  was  an  apprentice  of  Benjamin  Franklin’s 
and  a member  of  the  “Boston  Tea-party.”  Before  coming  to  Chilli- 
cothe he  had  published  papers  in  Boston,  in  Martinsburg,  Va.,  and 
in  Winchester,  Va.  He  remained  the  owner  and  editor  until  1807, 
having  guided  the  destinies  of  the  paper  through  the  exciting  period 
when  Ohio  was  struggling  for  statehood,  and  having  contributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  attaining  the  desired  end.  The  Gazette  was  then, 
and  for  long  afterward,  the  most  influential  publication  in  the  West, 
and  exercised  a perceptible  influence  even  on  affairs  which  became 
national. 

From  Willis’  hands  the  Gazette  passed  to  Gen.  Peter  Parcels,  an 
officer  of  the  war  of  1812  and  a justice  of  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions. In  1809  the  paper  was  bought  by  Joseph  Collins  & Co.,  who 
had  for  editors  James  Foster,  Carlos  A.  Norton  and  James  Barnes. 
The  latter  was  a member  of  the  State  legislature  for  four  terms  and 
a man  prominent  in  State  councils.  He  bought  the  Gazette  from 
Collins,  but  sold  it  in  1815  to  John  Bailhache,  the  owner  of  another 
paper,  “The  Frcdonian.”  lie  combined  the  two  sheets,  and  after- 
ward absorbed  “The  Supporter,”  edited  by  Denny  & Nashee.  With 
Nashee  and  P.  IT.  Olmstead,  Bailhache  started  the  Ohio  State  Jour- 
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egraph.  Following  Bailhache,  ?T  1qqo  j0hn  Nevil  Pum- 

sLin-kw  of  Gen.  Duncan  McArthur  In  1833 
roy  became  editor,  and  was  followed,  in  18“*’  J . and  (a 
Owen  Carpenter,  a man  prominent  in  the  c /of  ^ Scioto 

State,  president  of  the  Ross  County  Medica  y . paper 

Valiev  Medical  association.  During  h^term  as  r ^ eminent 

w.‘,  i>rintSi  by  Williani  C^'H^,£Sl£  £ 
writer  William  Dean  Howells.  In  183o  the  Urazei  ’mr 

to  propose  William  Henry  Harrison  as  a presidential  candi  • 
prestige  of  the  paper  attracted  wide  attention  to  his  op1^1 
utteraimes,  and  Garrison  was  nominated.  Although  de  eated  by 
Van  Bure;  he  was,  as  history  tells,  again  nominated,  and,  that  time, 

^Tn'lSdr,  Seneca  W.  Ely  bought  the  Gazette  and  kcame ^editor 
remaining  in  that  position,  with  a few  short  la^  £ade  £ 

was  bom  in  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  and  learned  th  P h 0id 

Rochester,  X.  Y.  He  was  one  of  the  original  > *ubc  "thwestem  rail- 
Marietta  & Cincinnati,  now  the  Baltimore  * ^2  ho  wls  receiver  of 
way  and  was  its  secretary.  From  1848  to  1852  he  was  ^ 

public  moneys  at  Chillicothe.  Dunng  one  of  bis  brief  a 
the  paper  he  was  treasurer  of  the  first  street  railway 
He  founded  the  Covington  (Ky.)  Gazette  and  the 
Gazette,  in  Miami  county.  During  the  civil  war  ^ch 

of  the  great  Mississippi  Valley  Sanitary  Fair,  at  S . ’ Qf 

raised  $075,000  for  the  soldiers.  He  became  one  of  th 
the  old  Cincinnati  Gazette,  and  remained  with  lt  nn1}  . t*  ^ 
from  active  life  in  1892.  He  was  a delegate  from  this  dirtnetto ^ 
last  Whig  national  convention  111  Baltimore  in  1852.  a . ^ 
terms  he  was  president  of  the  Chillicothe  city  counci . -ter, 

with  Mr.  Ely,  for  a time,  was  C.  A.  B.  Coffroth,  from 

ajn  1839  the  first  editorial  convention  in  Ohio  was  held  in  Coin™ 
bus,  arising  from  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ely,  in  the  aze  • ^ 

1839  to  1852  the  paper  ran  a private  reading  room  for  the  D 
its  friends,  free.  From  1839  to  December,  1840,  the  paper 
edited  by  W.  Carey  Jones,  of  Chillicothe.  He  afterwar  wa  ...  _ 
ted  to  the  bar,  became  secretary  of  the  Congressional  co 
which  had  charge  of  the  settlement  of  claims  of  United  a es  c ^ 
against  Mexico,  after  the  Mexican  war,  was  an  authon  y o 
Spanish  land  laws,  one  of  the  counsel  for  General  Eremon  in  • 
latter’s  famous  California  land  case,  and  finally  settled  in  a 1 * 

where  he  was  a prominent  citizen.  In  1843  Mr.  Ely,  who  ha  ^6“ 
become  editor  of  the  Gazette,  sold  it  to  Caleb  Case  Allen*  ^ J 
1845,  admitted  to  partnership  E.  G.  Squier,  who,  with  Dr. 

H.  Davis,  of  Chillicothe,  afterward  became  author  of  “Monume 
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of  the  Mississippi  Valley,”  one  of  the  most  famous  of  works  on  Amer- 
ican archaeology.  From  1840  to  1847  the  paper  was  published  as 
a weekly  and  tri-weekly.  In  1847  Mr.  Ely  again  came  back  to  the 
Gazette,  with  Mr.  Allen,  and,  in  that  year,  the  Gazette  was  the  orig- 
inal proponent  of  Gen.  Zachary  Taylor  for  the  presidency.  Ely  & 
Allen  built  and  operated  the  first  telegraph  line  between  here  and 
Portsmouth,  and  the  first  telegraphic  news  printed  in  Chillicothe 
was  in  the  Gazette,  on  December  30,  1847.  From  1849  to  1853 
William  Rufus  Looker,  of  Chillicothe,  was  associated  with  Ely  & 
Allen.  In  1849  the  Gazette,  besides  its  weekly  and  tri-weekly  edi- 
tions, began  to  be  published  as  a daily,  and  continued  so  until  1857. 

In  1853  Ely,  Allen  & Looker  sold  out  to  Otway  Curry,  son  of 
James  Curry,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Highland  county.  Mr. 
Curry  was  a lawyer,  had  been  a member  of  the  legislature,  and  was 
a man  of  considerable  attainments,  achieving  quite  widespread  repu- 
tation as  a poet.  In  1854  he  sold  to  James  H.  Baker  and  A.  P.  Mil- 
ler. Baker  was  an  able  man,  prominent  in  State  politics.  He  was 
secretary  of  state  for  Ohio  under  Governor  Chase.  In  1858  he 
removed  to  Minnesota,  was  elected  secretary  of  state  there,  became 
colonel  of  the  Tenth  Minnesota  infantry  in  the  civil  war,  was  pro- 
vost-marshal of  Missouri  during  the  war,  served  a short  time  as  com- 
missioner of  pensions  under  President  Grant,  afterward  commis- 
sioner of  railroads  for  Minnesota,  and  at  last  accounts,  was  living 
on  his  estates  near  Mankato,  Minn.  A.  P.  Miller  succeeded  to  the 
ownership  of  the  Gazette  when  Mr.  Baker  removed  in  1858.  He 
remained  until  1866.  After  leaving  the  Gazette  he  was  with  the 
Ohio  State  Journal;  with  D.  R.  Locke  (“Petroleum  V.  Nasby”),  on 
the  Toledo  Blade,  and  later,  with  the  Tribune  and  the  Mail  and 
Express,  of  New  York. 

From  1866  to  1868  Col.  Thomas  D.  Fitch,  now  of  Troy,  O.,  was 
the  owner  and  editor  of  the  Gazette.  Following  him  came  J.  R.  S. 
Bond,  and  Bond  & Son,  1868  to  1874;  Raper  & Wolfe,  1874  to  1886. 
During  the  time  from  1882  to  1884  the  city  editor  of  the  Gazette  was 
Charles  F.  Lummis,  now  the  well  known  writer  and  authority  on  the 
history  of  the  Southwest  and  Mexico.  R.  G.  Lewis  owned  the  paper 
from  *1886  to  1892,  having  various  editors,  among  them,  Gen.  S.  H. 
Hurst.  On  September  29,  1892,  the  Gazette  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Messrs.  J.  C.  Entrekin  and  M.  Boggs.  Mr.  Huston  Robins,  after- 
ward probate  judge  of  Ross  county,  had  editorial  management  and 
the  business  management  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  G.  W.  C.  Perry. 
In  1893  the  Gazette  was  taken  by  George  II.  Tyler,  who  combined 
the  Chillicothe  Leader  with  it.  The  Daily  Gazette  was  started  on 
November  28,  1892.  On  November  16,  1896,  the  Gazette  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Scioto  Gazette  Co.,  composed  of  the  late  M. 
Boggs,  D.  M.  Massie,  J.  C.  Entrekin,  G.  II.  Smith,  G.  W.  C.  Perry 
and  B.  F.  Stone,  all  men  of  weight  and  standing  in  city,  county  and 
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state  with  Mr.  Perry  as  business  manager  and  Ed.  S.  Wenis  city 

Sr  Since  the  new  management  took  hold  the  Gazette  has  con- 

£.hlT™  more  b«th  financially 

in' county  and  state.  It  owns  and  occupies  its  own  building  has  a 

well-equipped  plant,  some  of  the  handsomest  newspaper  offices  in 

Ohio,  is  a member  of  the  Associated  Press,  the  only 

county,  publishes  an  eight-page  daily  and  a sixteen-page  y, 

publishes  “The  Ohio  Soldier,”  has  a wide-reaching  influence,  a 

few  if  any  equals  as  a live,  wide-awake,  up-to-date  newspaper  in 

w’X  Z of  Chillicothe.  In  politic 

Republican;  it  lias  always  been  an  earnest  and  out  p 

of  loyalty  to  the  government,  of  expansion  of  our  tern  017  . ^ 

commerce,  and  a worker  for  the  best  interests  of  the  people  of  the 

city,  countv,  state  and  nation.  # . i nT1  Tune 

The  first  number  of  the  Chillicothe  Advertiser  was  issued  on  Ju^ 

11  1831  a copy  of  which  is  now  on  file  m the  office.  cvUtpd 

ship.  From  that  time  the  paper  had  various  editors  and 
and  downs.  Samuel  W.  Halsey  succeeded  Hough  APine, 
man  & Ballmeyer  came  next,  the  latter  firm  conductingthepP 
through  the  stormy  period  just  before  and  du inng  ^eJar 
the  states,  after  which  Mr.  Eshelinan  moved  to  ^°°s‘e  ’ k d pre_ 
he  purchased  the  Wayne  County  Democrat.  Mr.  Balbneyer  hadp^ 
ceded  him  to  Dayton,  where  he  was  shot  during  the  exci  into 

Valandingham  campaign.  After  the  war  the  A ver  p ' gg 
the  hands  of  Hon.  Janies  Emmitt,  then  a c»nd^d®te  *°  pikfand 
Under  Mr.  Emmitt’s  ownership  it  was  first  edited  by  retiring 

later  by  Capt.  John  Putnam,  who  came  to  Chillicothe  "P™  rct‘Mrg 
from  tiie  legislature,  where  he  had  represented  Licking  c y. 
Putnam  became  owner  of  the  paper  and  soon  bm  i i p , 
enjoyed  more  prosperity  and  wielded  a greater  in^fce.  to 

any  'previous  regime.  In  1873  Mr.  Putnam  leased  the  Advertiser^to 

become  the  private  secretary  of  Gov.  William  Allen.  ” irilvert 
the  paper  was  first  edited  by  S.  L.  Everet  and  later  by  a t> 

and  Arch  Mavo.  Mr.  Putnam  finally  sold  the  paper  to  • • 

Brownlee,  who  was  succeeded  in  1877  by  John  Wiseman.  Mr.  wis 
man  conducted  the  paper  with  average  success  until  188.J,w 
plant  and  good  will  were  sold  to  Frank  Harper  and  Geo.  . > 

both  young  men  from  eastern  Ohio.  During  the  ownership  o 
tain  Putnam  the  Advertiser  had  gone  from  bad  to  worse,  an  w 
Harper  and  Hunter  took  possession  there  were  less  than  four  i 
dred  paying  subscribers  left  on  the  books.  From  that  day,  owev  > 
the  paper  began  to  prosper  once  more  and  the  old  name  of  C 1 1C° 
Advertiser  again  commanded  respect  In  1895  Mr.  Harper  re  ire 
to  take  charge  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Banner,  which  had  been  le 
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on  the  death  of  his  father.  Mr.  Hunter,  who  had  then  been  con- 
nected with  the  Advertiser  longer  than  any  other  editor  since  its 
founding,  continued  the  business  alone,  and  in  December,  1896, 
added  a daily  edition.  This  made  three  daily  papers  in  the  city  and 
after  a fierce  competition  of  three  years  a proposition  to  consolidate, 
made  on  behalf  of  the  News-Register  Co.,  was  accepted,  and  in  Octo- 
ber, 1899,  the  Advertiser,  daily  and  weekly,  was  consolidated  with 
the  Daily  News,  established  in  1883,  and  the  Weekly  Register,  estab- 
lished in  1879,  then  owned  by  C.  C.  Waddle,  doing  business  as  the 
News-Register  Co.  The  two  interests  were  consolidated  and  incor- 
porated in  the  name  of  the  News-Advertiser  company,  of  which 
George  F.  Hunter  was  president  and  C.  C.  Waddle  secretary.  In 
1900  Mr.  Waddle’s  interest  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Hunter’s  brother, 
W.  W.  Hunter,  formerly  of  the  Steubenville  Gazette,  a gentleman 
of  considerable  ability  as  an  editor  and  historian.  The  consolidation 
proved  to  be  a wise  move,  not  only  for  the  interests  involved,  but  also 
for  the  city.  The  advertising  patrons  were  enabled  to  reach  double 
the  number  of  people  for  the  same  cost,  while  the  increased  number 
of  subscribers  enabled  the  management  to  add  every  modern  facility 
for  getting  out  a first-class,  up-to-date  daily,  the  peer  of  any  other 
paper  published  in  Ohio  in  cities  the  size  of  Chillicothe. 

Nothing  like  an  extended  notice  of  the  various  religious  organiza- 
tions which  have  existed  in  the  city  of  Chillicothe  can  be  attempted 
in  this  volume.  The  little  leaven  planted  in  the  wilderness  so  many 
years  ago  has  grown  to  mammoth  proportions,  and  no  city  of  like  size 
in  the  State  of  Ohio  possesses  greater  evidence  of  spiritual  growth,  or 
more  devout  and  conscientious  leaders  in  the  great  cause  of  Christian 
life.  Several  churches  have  been  organized,  from  time  to  time,  in 
which  the  zeal  of  their  promoters  exceeded  the  demand  for  their  serv- 
ices, hence  they  had  but  an  ephemeral  existence.  But  of  the  per- 
sisting organizations  which  have  grown  to  prominence  and  influence, 
there  are  many,  and  their  present  day  status  is  the  best  evidence  of 
their  high  standing  and  liberal  support. 

The  first  church  of  the  Presbyterian  faith  was  organized  by  the 
early  pioneers,  and  services  were  conducted  in  the  cabins,  or  at  any 
accessible  point,  until  a church  building  was  erected.  The  old  First 
church  was  attended  by  the  worshiping  pioneers,  regardless  of  their 
individual  preferences  as  to  creed ; and  it  was  not  until  1797  that  the 
Presbyterian  church  came  to  be  recognized  as  such,  and  to  maintain 
a separate  organization.  The  first  minister,  and  organizing  pastor, 
was  Rev.  William  Speer,  a young  man  who  left  his  home  in  Cham- 
bersburg,  Pa.,  and  crossed  the  mountains  on  horseback,  to  enter  upon 
a career  of  usefulness  in  the  unbroken  wilderness  of  the  Northwest 
Territory.  The  organization  was  effected  in  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  a few  devoted  settlers  of  the  early  day,  and  on  the  3d  of 
October,  1797,  the  church  was  received  into  the  presbytery  of  Tran- 
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Bylvama  as  “New  Hope  Church,”  a designation  which  Sf. 
until  lSll  when  it  became  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Chi  b 
cothe  SeWTces  were  at  first  held  in  an  unfinished  log  cabin,  with 
no  floor  laid  except  the  sleepers,  and  no  means  PO^essed  j hc 
shiper  to  purchase  the  lumber  necessary  to  finish  the  bui  g-  ^ ■ 
sleeners  were  utilized  for  seats,  a most  appropriate  use  for  enure 
sleepers  even  in  modern  times.  As  the  congregation  grew  in  num^ 
and  Tntere  t ineetings  were  held  in  the  old  State  house,  and  so  con- 

pleted  on  Second  street,  east  of  the  Fesent  canal.  A 
eloquent  and  zealous  pastors  occupied  the  pulpit  of  th  h 

iDS  it. 

Skated  May  31, 1846,  and  »™4  tmtil  1«». 
the  present  handsome  church  was  begun.  Rev.  J.  L. 
present  pastor.  The  Third  P*^ 

the  “Associate  Refonned  church  in  1806.  It  ^as  aI  , nresby- 
as  the  United  Presbyterian,  under  the  care  of  the  Ken  U ^ 
tery,  subordinate  to  the  general  synod  of  the  Associ 
Presbyterian  church.  Some  changes  were  subBequently  made^w  ^ 
were  due  to  the  divided  sentiments  of  church  niembe  , of 

south,  on  the  slavery  question;  but  the  final  result  wa  contin. 

relations  to  the  presbytery  of  Chilhcothe,  old  school,  a _ 

uance,  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  organization,  as  the  Th^d^ 
byterian  church.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Chauncey  • 

The  Second  Presbyterian  church  came  into  exist ®ce  atont  1M  » 
as1  a necessity  due  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  oftheFirst  chu  , 
and  as  a subdivision  of  that  body.  Rev-  George  B«J  r’a  b ^r. 
of  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  of  national  renown,  was  caUed  tothep 
ate  during  the  first  year  after  the  organization.  Mr.  Becche 
a man  of  rare  ability,  and  gave  promise  of  a sucressful  caree  , ^hen 
was  terminated  in  a tragedy  which  cost  him  his  life.  Jpntaliv 

ing  some  choice  fruit  from  the  incursions  of  birds,  he  acc'®e,._J_ 
shot  himself  in  his  own  garden.  With  the  harmonizing  , 

ences  in  creed  between  the  First  and  Third  Presbyterian  church, 
and  the  phenomenal  growth  of  prosperity  of  both,  there  seem 
be  no  further  need  for  the  existence  of  the  Second  church , an  , 
body  having  become  involved  in  debt,  its  property  was  so  o 
First  church,  and  tlie  congregation  redistributed  among  tne 

churches.  , , . .c-efc 

The  history  of  early  Methodism  in  Chillicothe  dates  from 
years  of  the  city’s  existence,  and  is  centered  around  Walnu 
and  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  churches.  In  1796- mee  mgs 
this  sect  were  held  among  the  settlers,  in  their  private  resi  ences, 
elsewhere,  as  circumstances  permitted.  • The  first  public  mee  g 
place  was  in  a log  house  on  East  Water  street.  In  1803-4  they  w 
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holding  meetings  in  a log  house  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Second  and 
Walnut,  or  occupying  the  State  house,  jointly,  with  other  congrega- 
tions. Among  the  first  supporters  of  this  church  were  Dr.  Edward 
Tiffin,  J udge  Thomas  Scott,  Dr.  McAdow,  Hector  Sanford,  Dr.  Will- 
iam McDowell,  and  Daniel  Madeira.  In  the  diary  of  Francis 
Asbury  is  found  the  following  entry:  “Sept.  24,  1803,  at  Chilli- 

cothe.  Preached  in  the  State  House  to  about  five  hundred  hearers; 
again  in  1805  preached  at  Chillicothe;  entertained  again  by  Gover- 
nor Tiffin.  Friday,  September  4,  1807,  came  to  Chillicothe  and 
preached  in  our  neat  new  house  to  a large  congregation.  On  Mon- 
day we  opened  conference,  sitting  till  Friday  noon.  In  1808  I was 
invited  to  spend  the  night  under  the  hospitable  roof  of  Gen.  Thomas 
Worthington,  within  sight  of  which  lies  the  precious  dust  of  Mary 
Tiffin.”  Other  episcopal  visits  are  noted  in  1809  and  1814.  The 
new  church  referred  to  by  Bishop  Asbury  was  built  in  1807  on  Sec- 
ond street,  east  of  the  alley  bettveen  Walnut  and  Paint,  north  side, 
though  not  completed  until  1810,  during  which  three  years  the  con- 
gregation occupied  it.  This  building  was  burned  in  1820,  and 
another  erected  on  the  same  site.  The  present  church  on  Walnut 
street  was  erected  in  1850,  and  was  an  imposing  structure,  for  its 
time.  Many  historic  names  have  been  associated  with  this  congrega- 
tion, and  many  distinguished  divines  have  been  connected  with  lie 
organization.  Rev.  Austin  M.  Courtenay,  D.  D.,  is  the  present 
pastor.  As  an  outgrowth  of  the  zeal  and  popularity  of  Walnut  Street 
church,  three  other  organizations  of  similar  faith  are  now  in  existence 
in  the  city,  viz. : African  Methodist  Episcopal,  with  Rev.  J.  P.  Max- 

well, as  pastor;  German  Methodist  church,  Rev.  William  Andre,  pas- 
tor, and  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  under  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  Albert  H.  Lathrop.  This  church  has  existed  since  the  fall  of 
1843.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  John  Bartow.  Trinity  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  useful  religious  organizations  of  the  city,  and 
has  counted  among  its  pastors  a number  of  the  most  intellectual  men 
in  the  conference. 

St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  church  was  organized  in  1817,  Rev.  Roger 
Searle  being  the  first  rector.  The  first  meetings  were  held  at  the 
court  house.  Rev.  Mr.  Searle  had  pastoral  charge  of  several  other 
congregations  at  this  time,  among  which  was  the  church  at  Ports- 
mouth. The  organization  was  effected  at  the  house  of  Richard  Doug- 
las, at  which  meeting  Levin  Belt  and  Thomas  James  were  made 
wardens ; Richard  Douglas,  James  Barnes  and  Edward  King,  vestry- 
men, and  Henry  Brush,  William  Iv.  Bond,  Edward  King  and  R. 
Douglas,  reading  clerks.  Mr.  Bond  was  also  the  first  secretary  of 
the  vestry.  A church  was  erected  in  1821,  on  the  south  side  of  Wal- 
nut, between  Main  and  Fourth  streets,  and  dedicated  on  the  12th  of 
September  of  that  year,  by  Bishop  Philander  Chase.  This  was  the 
first  Episcopal  church  dedicated  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains. 
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Rev  Ezra  B.  Kellogg  was  installed  as  the  first  pastor,  and  entered 

hi.  <l,„»  tJLv  17.  187-2.  The  ■*»"*  ™ ““W”*™ 

February  3,  1831,  about  which  time  a new  house  of  worship  was 
rendered  necessary  by  the  growth  and  prosperity  of ! the ; 
The  church  on  East  Main  street  was  erected  in  1833-4,  and  conse 
crated  on  the  5tli  of  September,  as  St.  Paul’s,  thus  retaining  the 
old  name.  The  old  church  building  on  Walnut  street  was  sold  to 
Bishop  Purcell,  and  became  the  property  of  St.  Mary  s ^“^Edgar 
olic  church.  Under  the  auspices  of  St.  Paul  s and  ^ R , ? 

G.  Murphy,  St.  Andrew’s  chapel  was  founded  in  ISOU  tlus  hen  te  g 
the  first  church  in  the  city  east  of  the  canal.  In  18»  t ie  c^0 
citizens  founded  St.  Mark’s  mission  of  ^Episcopal  faidi,selecUg 
a room  in  the  Clinton  House  on  West  Water  street.  The  P«*n‘ 
rector  of  St.  Paul’s  is  Rev.  S.  N.  Watson  D.  D assisted  by  Bct. 

S.  R.  Duval  who  has  special  charge  of  St.  Andrei  s 
Mark’s  missions.  In  the  prosecution  of  the  parish  work,  11 
Cook  Broadwell  is  designated  as  the  parish  visitor  or  clcaconess, 
whose  mission  it  is  to  seek  out  and  relieve  thedeserving  p , d 
render  aid  in  sickness  and  distress.  To  the  furtherance  of  '^  noble 
and  self-sacrificing  work,  she  is  specially  adapted,  and  wiHm,. 
gladly  secludes  herself  from  the  world  for  the  good  of  humam  ^ 

St.'  Mary’s  Catholic  church  is  the  outgrowtli  of  he  missl?na  J 
labors  of  pious  and  zealous  priests,  who  entered  the  wildeniess^^^g 
early  days,  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  scattered  oc  . .. 
points,  and  establishing  missions  even  among  the  hostile  India  . 
No  nobler  record  of  self-sacrifice,  devotion  to  principle,  and  zeal  n 
the  furtherance  of  a worthy  cause  can  be  found  in  the  anna  s , , 
tory  than  the  patient  endurance,  courage  and  fortitude  of  t 
fathers  of  New  France,  who  traversed  the  country  in  advance  o . 
white  settlements.  No  doubt  the  Scioto  valley  received  attention, 
probably  about  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  first  ch*»rc  H1. 
West,  on  the  banks  of  the  Wabash.  The  early  history  of  patholiewm 
in  Chillicothe  is  somewhat  obscure,  at  least  as  a matter  of  ppbUc  re . 
ord.  But  no  doubt  the  Catholics  were  equally  as  aggressive  as  tne 
Protestant  brethren  in  the  dissemination  of  the  doctrines  o 
mother  church.  In  fact  tradition  places  Chillicothe  among  t e ear  y 
missions  of  the  church  where  missionary  fathers  met  the  peop  e a 
their  homes  several  times  each  year  and  ministered  to  their  spin  ua 
wants.  In  the  early  thirties,  however,  Mr.  Martin  Bowman,  a devou 
adherent  to  the  Catholic  faith,  fitted  up  a room  in  his.  tavern,  an 
piously  donated  its  use  to  the  church.  This  was  occupied  unti  e 
purchase  of  the  old  Episcopal  church  in  1837  ; and  on  the  7tli  of  June 
of  that  year  Rev.  Henry  D.  Juncker  came  as  the  first  regular  pastor. 

The  old  church  was  remodeled,  and  dedicated  as  St.  Mary’s  enure  , 
and  here  was  the  nucleus  of  Catholicism  in  the  city.  With  a rapi  y 
growing  membership  the  small  church  soon  became  insufficient  for  the 
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accommodating  of  the  people,  and  St.  Peter’s  church  was  commenced 
in  1843,  and  completed  and  dedicated  three  years  later.  Rev.  Otto 
H.  Borgess  was  installed  as  the  regular  pastor.  Many  of  the  com- 
municants being  of  the  German  nationality,  their  native  language 
was  installed  as  the  prevailing  tongue  in  religious  worship.  This 
continued  until  in  recent  years,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  younger 
members,  the  principal  services  are  held  in  both  English  and  Ger- 
man. The  congregations  of  St.  Mary’s  church  attended  both  meet- 
ing places,  the  English  speaking  members  attending  the  old  church 
on  Walnut  street  and  the  Germans  going  to  the  new  church  at  the 
corner  of  Water  and  Church  streets.  This  is  a very  prosperous  con- 
gregation, now  in  pastoral  charge  of  Rev.  F.  H.  Bene.  St.  Mary’s 
church  continued  prosperous  under  the  watchful  care  of  Rev.  Carroll, 
S.  J.,  and  by  1849  it  had  again  outgrown  its  quarters.  In  that  year 
the  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  were  authorized  to 
sell  the  old  building  on  Second  street,  and  this  became  a temporary 
home  for  St.  Mary’s  congregation.  This  edifice  escaped,  as  by  a mira- 
cle, the  destructive  fire  of  1852,  when  buildings  on  both  sides  of  it 
went  up  in  ashes.  It  served  as  a religious  home  for  the  parishoners 
of  St.  Mary’s  until  the  erection  of  their  present  edifice  on  South 
Paint  street  in  1867-8.  The  corner  stone  was  laid  on  April  7,  1867, 
by  Bishop  J.  B.  Purcell,  and  this  was  an  event  in  the  history  of  the 
city  which  will  long  be  remembered.  Thousands  of  people  of  every 
religious  creed  were  in  attendance.  Father  J.  B.  Murray,  a man 
universally  esteemed  as  a worthy  citizen  and  devout  Christian  gentle- 
man, was  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  from  1869  to  1883.  His  kindly  dis- 
position, broad  charity,  social  temperament  and  disposition  to  mix 
with  the  people,  rendered  him  a universal  favorite.  Since  1889,  Rev. 
Alfred  D.  Dexter  has  been  pastor  in  charge  of  St.  Mary’s.  In  con- 
nection with  this  church  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  pastor,  conduct  a parochial  school  for  the  religious  and  general 
training  of  the  parish  children.  The  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame  conduct 
a similar  school  at  St.  Peter’s. 

Quinn  Chapel  is  the  oldest  African-American  church  in  the  city. 
It  was  organized  May  30,  1821,  and  has  passed  through  the  varied 
experiences  of  the  pioneer  churches,  and  is  today  a monument  to  the 
memory  of  its  early  founders.  They  have  a neat  church  edifice  on 
the  north  side  of  Main  street  where  they  have  met  for  worship  since 
1858.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  J.  F.  Maxwell.  The  First  Bap- 
tist church  is  another  evidence  of  the  early  piety  and  religious  zeal 
of  the  African  population.  This  church  bears  the  distinction  of 
being  the  first  Baptist  church  organized  by  colored  people,  west  of 
the  Allegheny  mountains.  It  was  organized  on  the  13th  of  July, 
1824,  and  has  maintained  a healthy  existence  since.  The  society 
has  a neat  and  commodious  church,  erected  in  1870,  and  since  beauti- 
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fied  and  improved,  located  on  the  north  side  of  Fourth  street.  Eev. 

J.  F.  Walker  is  the  present  pastor.  , „ isq0  The 

Tabernacle  Baptist  church  was  organized  March  23,  1890.  1 

first  regular  pastor  was  Rev.  A.  Bartley.  The  congregation  has  a 
neat  church  building  on  the  northeast  corner  of  and  M 

streets  Rev  W.  S.  Baynes  has  been  pastor  m charge  lor  several 
years,  and  the  success  of  the  organization  is  largely  due  to  his  untin  g 

^Tht  Christian  Union  church  was  organized  in  June,  J894>  undey 
the  labors  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Zachary,  of  Lexmgton,  Ky.  d 

Johnson  was  the  first  pastor,  succeeded  by  Rev.  AHe  , 

he  in  turn  bv  Rev.  C.  M.  Keene.  Rev.  R.  J.  Flora,  the  present 
pastor,  conducts  services  each  alternate  Sabbath,  at  t eir  c urc 

the  northeast  corner  of  Arch  and  Park  streets.  located 

The  Church  of  Christ,  in  charge  of  Rein  Randolph  Cook,  is  ocated 
on  Bridge  street,  near  Water,  where  regular  services  “r%cond“d 
Plymouth  Congregational  church  was  organized  July  5,  18  , 

succeeded  to  the  control  of  the  “Biggs  Mission,  ’ winch was 
lished  and  conducted,  for  a time,  under  the  ministrations  o 
Presbyterian  church.  This  organization  erected  a church  onthe 
north  side  of  Water  street,  near  Sugar,  which  they  now  occupy. 
Rev.  C.  Brooks  Voorhees  is  the  present  pastor.  „ma„;,Pd 

The  First  German  Evangelical  Protestant  church  was  0^" 
in  1836  bv  representatives  of  the  faith  from  Germany  and  Bavana. 
Rev.  Dr.  Rosenfieldt  was  the  first  pastor.  The  church  was 
porated  in  1846,  and  the  same  year  began  the  eref10n0*  M ■ 
church  building  which  they  still  occupy  on  the  north  side  of  Mam 
street,  near  Walnut,  Rev.  J.  A.  Toensmeier,  the  pastor  at  F 
in  charge,  conducts  services  in  tbe  German  language  m tbe  ’ 

and  in  English  in  the  evening,  of  each  Sabbath.  . 

The  German  Evangelical  Salem  church  was  organized  in  this  cny, 
April  7,  1877.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  A.  E.  E.  Kohler.  Inlfm 
the  society  built  a church  at  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Mul  rry> 
where  services  are  regularly  held  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  J . A.  ein  _ 

Calvary  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  is  the  youngest  oi  the  reug 
ious  organizations  in  the  city,  with  the  possible  exception  o a 
missions,  which  are  of  a transitory  nature.  This  church  was  °^p  , 
ized  November  1,  1899,  through  the  board  of  home  missions  oi  m 
general  church.  It  came  into  existence  through  a populai  el?a,i 
for  English  speaking,  as  expressed  by  some  of  the  ,° 

Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  Public  services  are  held  in 
Foulke  block,  Rev.  George  H.  Schnur  being  the  missionary  m charge, 
The  United  Brethren  in  Christ  have  two  church  organizations  in 
the  city,  the  “First’ ’ church  being  located  at  the  southwest  comer  o 
Second  and  Watt  streets.  Rev.  D.  E.  Weaver  is  pastor  in  charge  an 
conducts  two  services  each  Sunday.  The  German  United  Brethren 
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church,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Paul  A.  Miller,  has  one  service 
each  Sunday.  This,  the  younger  of  the  two  churches,  is  located  at  the 
corner  of  High  street  and  Allen  avenue. 

There  axe  five  burial  places  within  reach  of  the  city,  three  of  which 
are*  denominational  or  church  grounds.  These  are  St.  Margaret’s, 
on  the  north  side  of  Allen  avenue,  just  beyond  the  city  limits;  St 
Mary’s  cemetery  and  St  Peter’s,  practically  the  same,  are  located  on 
the  north  side  of  Allen  avenue,  west  of  Vine  street.  These  take  the 
name  of  the  churches,  and  are  consecrated  to  the  use  of  the  institu- 
tions with  which  they  are  connected.  All  are  carefully  cared  for  by 
competent  persons,  and  have  been  in  existence  since  the  organization 
of  the  churches  whose  dead  they  receive. 

The  public  cemeteries  of  the  city  are  Grand  View  and  Green  Lawn, 
the  former  located  at  the  southeastern  end  of  Walnut  street,  and,  from 
its  elevated  position,  commanding  the  finest  landscape  view  of  the 
valleys  of  the  Scioto  and  Paint  creek,  while  the  beautiful  city  of  Chil- 
licothe  is  spread  out  like  a grand  panorama  to  the  northward. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  Grand  View  cemetery,  about 
1841,  most  of  the  churches  had  burial  places  connected  with  them, 
and  there  was  once  a public  burying  ground  near  the  present  site  of 
the  Baltimore  & Ohio  depot.  But  the  development  of  the  town  in 
every  direction  deprived  this  place  of  the  quiet  and  seclusion  which 
one  always  associates  with  a burial  place  for  the  dead ; hence  the  pur- 
chase of  tins  site,  which  has  been  enlarged  and  beautified  as  the  years 
passed,  until  it  is  now  an  ideal  spot.  It  contains  the  mortal  remains 
of  several  of  Ohio’s  most  distinguished  citizens,  whose  final  resting 
places  are  rendered  conspicuous  by  the  erection  of  worthy  mon- 
uments. The  private  citizen  and  the  soldier  are  equally  honored 
by  the  reverence  and  sacrifice  of  surviving  friends,  to  the  end  that 
this  sacred  spot  is  rendered  beautiful,  in  keeping  -with  the  sadly  rev- 
erential purpose  which  made  its  existence  a necessity.  The  site  of 
Grand  View  cemetery  has  been  briefly  described  in  another  chapter, 
hence  a repetition  is  unnecessary.  A board  of  directors  for  the  man- 
agement of  the  business  affairs  of  the  cemetery  is  elected  from  the  lot 
holders,  and  these  select  the  general  superintendent,  sexton  and  his 
assistants. 

Green  Lawn  cemetery  is  designated  as  the  Scioto  township  burial 
ground,  and  is  located  southeast  of  Chillicothe,  and  in  plain  sight 
from  Grand  View.  It  is  a well-kept  ground,  under  the  management 
of  a competent  and  efficient  board  of  directors.  This  ground  was  laid 
out  since  the  establishment  of  Grand  View,  though  interments  had 
been  made  on  the  site,  as  a private  burial  place,  previous  to  its  being 
thrown  open  to  the  public. 

The  business  interests  of  Chillicothe  are  varied  and  extensive. 
The  mercantile  houses  compare  favorably  in  extent,  variety,  and 
quality  of  goods  with  any  city  of  equal  size  in  the  State.  The  vol- 
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ume  of  business  is  very  large  when  the  close  P™xbmty  °f 
is  considered ; but  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
in  country  towns  purchase  their  supplies  in  whole  or  in  part  irom 
Chillicothe  merchants,  and  the  further  fact  that  country  uyera 
fer  to  select  their  purchases  from  an  extensive  stock  in  the  cy, 
than  to  patronize  home  dealers,  with  a limited  showing  of  f^s. 

The  mercantile  houses  of  Chillicothe  are  generallybackedwiUi 
unlimited  resources  in  comparison  to  their  demands,  and  die  elemen 
of  losses  from  had  accounts  is  reduced  to  the  minimum  by ^ reason  o 
the  stable  character  of  the  buyers.  Perhaps  no  city  in  the  State  ot 
equal  size,  has  a smaller  percentage  of  losses  from  bad  debts.  Lb 
is  due,  in  part,  to  the  fact  that  buyers  are  permanent  residents,  usu^ 
ally  owning  their  own  homes,  though  the  element  of  hones  } 
ness  integrity  among  them  is  the  dominant  feature.  • 

The  early  history  of  merchandising  in  Chillicothe  is  1 ^ 

in  that  it  covers  the  period  of  early  settlement  an  e P , ^ 
every  line  of  human  endeavor,  far  beyond  the  me  iy 
oldest  inhabitant  of  today.  Few  can  fully  realize  the 
through  the  continual  “promptings”  of  history  and  the  press,  ^ 
many  vears  following  the  first  settlement,  all  goods  displayed  for  sa^ 
were  brought  across  the  Allegheny  mountains  on  pack  horses  inese 
semi-annual  trips  of  merchants  to  the  eastern  markets  were  fraug 
with  great  labor  and  peril.  No  one  knew  the  moment  when  lurking 
savages,  secreted  along  the  bridle  path,  might  a ac  Bands 

and  murder  the  adventurous  men  who  had  thus  defied  them, 
of  lawless  white  men  were  often  the  cause  of  serious  trouble,  a 
bers  and  murderers.  The  telegraph  and  telephone  were  then  im 
known,  and  many  instances  are  on  record  where  loved  .ones 
never  knew  of  the  fate  which  befell  husband  or  father,  excep 
never  returned.  As  time  passed,  the  flat  boat  and  keel  boat  o an® 
days  supplemented  a part  of  the  labors  of  the  horse, . a mg 
advantage  to  the  laborious  process,  except  to  deprive  him  °*  90.m.,  _ 
its  perils.  With  the  opening  of  the  canal,  merchants  felt  that  tney 
were  already  near  the  suburbs  of  New  York,  yet  if  they  were  o lg 
to  procure  their  goods  through  that  slow  process  in  this  ay> 
would  think  the  distance  greater  than  the  “mountain”  route.  0 
of  the  men  who  endured  the  perils  and  labors  of  the  early  mere  an 
are  mentioned  in  this  article,  but  it  is  not  possible  to  piocure 
names  of  all.  , , 

One  of  the  earliest  merchants  was  Thomas  J ames,  wTho  broug 
first  keel-boat-load  of  bar  iron  to  Chillicothe,  and  afterward  opene 
an  iron  furnace  on  Rocky  Fork,  as  told  elsewhere.  John  McLan 
burg  and  John  Carlisle  wTere  among  the  first  general  merchants.  n 
1802  John  Carlisle  advertised  that  he  kept  superfine  and  coarse 
cloths,  cassimeres,  blankets,  camels-hair  shawls,  India  lute-string, 
books  and  stationery,  queen s-ware,  cutlery,  coffee,  tea,  sugar,  liquors 
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and  mill  saws,  a sufficiently  varied  assortment.  John  McCoy,  at  the 
same  time,  briefly  announced  that  he  had  “just  received  an  extensive 
assortment  of  new  goods,  which  he  intends  to  sell  low,”  while  John 
Sherer  stated  that  he  had  “a  full  quantity  of  the  best  Monongahela 
whiskey  and  a few  barrels  of  flour.”  The  better  class  of  residents 
demanded  something  more  than  linsey-woolsey  and  home-spun,  so 
John  McLandburg  advertised  “American  calico,  cut  velvets,  merino 
wools,  cashmere  scarves,  silk  velvet  bonnets,  ostrich  plumes  and  silk 
plush.”  In  1801  there  were  two  butchers  in  town  and  five  doctors, 
three  of  whom  were  Drs.  Scott,  Crane  and  Buell.  Adam  Haller, 
baker,  came  to  town  in  1801.  It  was  his  wife  who  presented  the  town 
with  the  land  on  which  the  present  city  hall  is  located.  George 
Renick  had  a general  store  from  1802  to  1807,  and  what  was  probably 
the  first  “corner”  in  the  commercial  history  of  Chillicothe  was  engi- 
neered by  his  wife,  who,  hearing  of  an  approaching  boatload  of  pow- 
der, when  there  was  none  in  town,  met  the  boat,  bought  the  load  and 
“cornered  the  market.”  In  1802  Alexander  Hawthorn  made  nails, 
at  the  rate  of  twelve  pence  a pound  for  eight  penny  nails.  In  1802 
Thomas  Sherrer  sold  wines,  liquors,  candles,  cider,  dried  peaches  and 
apples,  and  Samuel  McPherrin  made  wool  and  fur  hats.  By  1803 
Dr.  Edmiston  advertised  drugs  for  sale  and  John  Smith  repaired 
watches. 

By  1810  the  list  had  grown  to  respectable  dimensions,  and  the 
following  are  the  ones  who  then  followed  commercial  pursuits : Gen- 
eral stores:  W.  R.  Southward,  John  McDougal,  Samuel  Taggart, 

Barr  & Keys,  Ephraim  Doolittle,  James  Ferguson,  John  McCoy, 
John  Waddle,  James  McClintick,  Thomas  James,  Marcus  Highland, 
Samuel,  Joseph  and  George  Brown,  David  Kinkead,  Isaac  Evans, 
Nathaniel  Gregg,  William  and  James  Irwin,  John  Carlisle,  John 
McLandburg,  Amaziah  Davisson  (who  married  a daughter  of  Sena- 
tor Joseph  Kerr).  Others  are  William  Robinson  and  Peter  Spurk, 
silversmiths;  J.  L.  Tabb,  James  Robinson,  cabinet-makers;  J. 
Beard,  Seott,  John  Hunter,  tailors;  Peter  Day,  blacksmith,  who 
received  $6.50  for  “making  handcuffs  and  putting  them  on  John 
Cummins  and  William  Friend;”  John  Martin,  T.  Cogan,  S. 
McClure,  Adam  Haller,  bakers;  Joseph  Miller,  Isaac  Cook,  nail- 
makers;  John  Sands,  Samuel  McPherrin,  hatters;  James  Foster, 
bookbinder ; Samuel  Ewing,  saddler ; J.  Miller,  Sam  McCormick, 
Diabler,  shoemakers;  Amasa  Delano,  drugs;  Nathaniel  Reeves,  Tur- 
ner, tanners.  In  1820  there  were  two  breweries  in  town,  owned  by 
J.  W.  Collett  and  B.  Donahoo.  Oliver  & Buchanan  “kept  store”  in 
1803  and  in  1802  J.  Gibbons  advertised  as  a “tavlor.” 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a full  list  of  the  various  mercantile  enter- 
prises which  have  flourished  in  Chillicothe ; and  the  following  list 
contains  only  a part  of  the  more  prominent  firms: 

Dry  Goods : Reeves  & Burbridge,  Thomas  Gregg,  Barr  & Camp- 
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bell,  Isaac  Evans,  T.  & S Swearingen,  J.  & S. 

iam  Carson,  James  McClintick,  jr.,  J-  H.  > ..... 

Douglas,  William  Ross,  J.  & H.  McLandbiirg,  Willim  ^ 

ert  Stewart,  Joseph  Stewart,  James  P.  Campbell,  Wnn  l.  btrong, 

R S.  Burnam,  James  Rowe  & Co. ; Wilcox,  Jennmgs & Recd  wh  l& 
sale  succeeded  by  William  H.  Daly  and  Douglas  a.nd  Shull,  Sm 
McFarland,  Adams  A Kercheval,  James  Douglas,  Hutscnpi  ^ 

Thomas  Woodrow,  jr  C.  J.  Mil  er,  Whl parson  A.  KCar 
lisle,  Way  land  A \ anmeter,  Clough  A Hopewell, 

t M.  W-  * 

= O.T  «,  A-.Wk*  t 

son,  P.  H.  Dieter,  William  Poland,  D.  Smart  A Co.,  M.  ogg 
Retail:  Peter  Huffman,  J.  C.  March,  A.  A S.  Ives,  ^ g 

Drugs:  Amasa  Delano,  Ira  Delano,  Amasa  D.  Sproat, 

Lansing,  J.  M.  VanMeter,  J.  A.  Nipgen,  Walter  H.  Howson,  Alston 

& Books  and  Stationery-.  Cummins  A Foster,  Joseph  Jones,  Hiram 
Teo,  Clement  Pine,  Miesse  A Chapman,  Gould  &J=ilvus. 

Tinware,  Stoves,  Ac. : William  Jack,  William  Welch  A Co.,  Henry 

^Miscellaneous : D.  Adams  A Co.,  of  the  “Clinton 

ward  Marfield  A Luekctt;  William  Mclvell,  queensware , 

McGinnis,  hats;  Gardner  A Scliutte,  X.  Ptirdum,  har^'T  J.  yviU- 
Pratt,  John  J.  Bangs,  C.  F.  Dufeu,  F.  H.  Hopkins,  jewelers  ^ViU 
iam  II.  Skerrett,  boots  and  shoes;  Denning  and  Camptell, ha  ^ 
Miller,  Patterson  A Co.,  wholesale  shoes ; Henry  ■pere- 

Klein,  Epstine  A Hecht,  clothiers;  Ewing  and  Pearson  John  ^ere 
grine,  harness;  S.  C.  Swift  A Co.,  wholesale  notions;  Armstrong  A 

Story,  tanners;  William  H.  Reed  A Co.,  lumber.  , , n;ne 

The  present  business  of  the  city  is  transacted  by  five. 
dry  goods  houses,  ten  drug  stores,  four  wholesale  groceries  an 
three  retail  establishments.  Some  of  these  also  handle  meats,  non 
and  feed  and  fuel.  There  is  one  wholesale  hardware  store,  ana  s 
engaged  in  the  retail  trade.  For  the  accommodation  of  te  rjJ 
public,  there  are  eleven  hotels,  six  boarding-houses  and  eig 
taurants.  There  are  fifty-one  saloons.  . , • g3 

The  hoot  and  shoe  industry  is  an  important  factor  in  t e u 
of  the  city,  there  being  two  manufacturing  plants,  two 
in  the  wholesale  trade,  and  nine  retail  stores.  Connected  wi . f 
or  operating  independently  in  manufacturing  and  repairing, 
seventeen  shoe-makers.  Three  firms  are  engaged  in  the  inanu  ac  u 
of  brooms.  In  lumber  and  building  material,  including  four  P 
ing-mills,  seven  business  plants  cater  to  the  wants  of  the  public, 
plumbers  present  their  bills  at  regular  intervals.  Of  photograp  e 
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there  are  four,  and  one  dealer  in  pictures  and  frames.  There  is  one 
pawnbroker,  one  piano  and  organ  house;  one  pottery;  one  spoke 
manufactory;  one  transfer;  one  wholesale  liquor  dealer;  two  tele- 
phone companies ; two  dealers  in  sporting  goods ; three  veterinary 
surgeons;  four  dealers  in  stoves  and  ranges;  three  tinshops;  eight 
teamsters;  three  sewing  machine  agencies  (located);  two  sign 
painters;  two  dealers  in  second-hand  goods;  four  real  estate  offices; 
five  book  and  job  printing  establishments,  exclusive  of  newspaper  pub- 
lisher; one  organ  manufacturer;  seven  house  painters;  one  osteop- 
athic doctor ; five  dealers  in  notions ; two  machine  shops ; one  dealer 
in  mantels  and  grates ; four  firms  engaged  in  marble  and  granite  and 
monumental  work;  six  regular  meat  markets;  four  men’s  furnishing 
establishments  and  seventeen  merchant  tailors.  Four  laundries  sup- 
ply the  needs  in  their  department,  while  six  jewelers  attend  to  the 
work  of  adornment.  Cast-off  articles  are  gathered  in  by  two  junk 
dealers,  and  two  justices  of  the  peace  adjust  the  differences.  One 
lounge  manufactory  is  seconded  in  its  efforts  to  enhance  the  public 
comfort,  by  eight  coal  dealers,  and  two  gas  companies.  There  are 
two  grain  companies,  ten  gardeners,  and  eight  furniture  dealers, 
including  two  manufactories.  There  are  thirteen  blacksmiths,  and 
two  exclusive  shoeing  shops.  The  manufacture  of  wagons  is  carried 
on  extensively  by  one  firm,  and  to  a limited  extent  by  another.  There 
are  three  dealers  in  agricultural  implements,  besides  others  who  com- 
bine that  with  other  lines  of  business.  There  are  two  book  and  sta- 
tionery establishments.  Nineteen  barber  shops,  representing  about 
fifty  workmen,  attend  strictly  to  their  business  of  scraping  acquaint- 
ances. The  city  has  but  one  architect  who  is  a permanent  resident. 
Bicycles  are  sold  by  three  firms  as  exclusive  dealers,  while  many 
others  handle  supplies  and  attend  to  repairing.  There  are  two 
breweries  in  the  city,  both  of  which  have  existed  for  many  years. 
There  is  a building  and  loan  association,  and  a business  college ; also 
an  extensive  brick  manufacturing  plant  in  the  suburbs. 

Four  firms  give  attention  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  carriages. 
Four  firms  of  undertakers  are  found  in  the  city ; there  is  one  whole- 
sale confectionery  establishment  and  eleven  retail  dealers.  Of  con- 
tractors, in  the  various  lines  of  mechanical  work,  there  are  nineteen. 
There  is  one  cooper  and  one  desk  manufacturer. 

The  social  spirit  of  Chillicothe  is  revealed  in  the  following  list  of 
secret  and  benevolent  societies : Masonic : Scioto  Lodge  No.  6,  F.  & 
A.  M. ; Chillicothe  Chapter  No.  4,  R.  A.  M. ; Chillicothe  Command- 
ery  No.  8,  Knights  Templar;  Ionic  Lodge  No.  6,  F.  & A.  M.  (col- 
ored) ; St.  Elizabeth  Chapter  O.  E.  S.  (colored)  ; Lansing  Chapter 
No.  11,  R.  A.  M.  (colored) ; Persian  Commandery  No.  11,  K.  T. 
(colored).  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows:  Chillicothe  Lodge 
No.  24;  Tecumseh  Lodge  No.  80,  Valley  Encampment  No.  21  and 
II — 15 
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Daughter  of  Rebecca  organization,  auxiliary  to  these.  ^ ® 
31  h.v,  . lodg,  of  Odd  Fellows. 

O.  E.  1.  of  comparatively  recent  0rgar.11atK.11.  Thji  No 

the  Republic  have  two  organizations,  • • • . Woman’s 

Bnd  w L Wright  Post  No.  588.  Auxiliary  to  these  are  vv  om 

Relirf Corps S*  88,  »d  W.  L.  Wright ^eiCerp ^ **■  J* 
Son,  of  Veteran,  have  an  ornnnmutm  k™Wn^;I'of  Hibernians, 
No  7.  There  are  Lodges  of  the  Ancient  Andrew, 

Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, , £°ien  andutgie  of 

Knights  of  St.  George,  1 Improved  Order  of  Red  M |^cient 

Pocahontas,  Woman’s  Auxiliary  Red  Men,  Knighto  o 
Essenic  Order,  Knights  and  Ladies  „,d 

(Soreno  Lodge  No.  28),  Loyal  America 

Laborers  Beneficial  Association  Modem  W™Jnp  tected  Home 
(Camp  No.  4111),  Independent  Order  of .Fp°p^; n’JTa  Brotherhood 
Circle  No  148,  Brotherhood  of  Locomotne  L g j OrHprof 

of  « Trainmen,  Brotherhood  of  I-"*'- 

Railway  Conductors,  Royal  Arcanum.  Of  the  Pu  W ^ Club, 
or  political  organizations  may  he  me.ntl°*f  pastime  Club,  The 
Columbus  Club,  Century'  Club,  East  End  P Catherine’s 

Girls’  Friendly  connected  with  St.  Pauls  church  ’ v,0  gt  j a. 

Guild,  and  Woman’s  Auxiliary  connccto  ^di  St  Pa  l ,j=>  ^ 

tins  Benevolent  Society  in  connection  with  St.  Pete  of 

the  Sunset  Club.  It  would  be  interesting  to  trace  the  h y 
these  various  organizations,  particularly  the  more  nnpor  ’ 

but  lack  of  space  forbids  the  attempt.  ; t d t]ie  local 

Three  musical  societies  exist  for  public  cntertammei  “ 
advancement  of  their  art.  These  are  designated ,; as  th ieE 
Club,  the  Eintracht  Singing  Society  and  St.  Peter 
the  latter  in  connection  with  the  church  and  school  which i t P^ 
sents.  The  two  first  named  are  prominent  features  m so  y, 
sources  of  much  pleasure  and  entertainment. 
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THIS  was  one  of  the  original  townships  of  Ross  county,  and 
prior  to  the  organization  of  Pickaway  county  included  all 
the  Indian  towns  on  Scippo  and  Congo  creeks.  The  town- 
ship had  a nominal  existence  under  the  territorial  govern- 
ment, but  its  boundaries  were  not  clearly  defined.  In  April,  1803, 
the  new  State  legislature  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  associate 
judges  of  the  different  counties  to  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
May  (10th),  1803,  and  establish  the  boundaries  of  the  townships  in 
their  respective  counties.  Under  authority  of  this  law,  Reuben 
Abrams,  William  Patton,  and  Felix  Renick,  associate  justices  of 
Ross  county,  established  the  first  definite  boundaries  of  Green  town- 
ship ; but  these  have  since  been  materially  changed,  and  the  terri- 
tory reduced  in  extent,  by  the  organization  of  other  townships.  The 
original  boundaries  were  as  follows:  “Beginning  on  the  Scioto,  at 

the  southwest  corner  of  Pickaway  township ; thence  east  with  the 
southern  boundary  of  Pickaway  township  and  Fairfield  county,  to 
the  eastern  boundary  of  Ross  county;  thence  south  with  the  same 
to  the  southeast  corner  of  section  number  twelve,  in  township  num- 
ber ten,  of  range  number  eighteen ; thence  west  to  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  section  number  fourteen,  in  township  number  eight,  of  range 
twenty-one;  thence  south  two  miles,  to  the  southeast  corner  of  sec- 
tion number  twenty-three,  in  the  township  last  mentioned;  thence 
west  to  the  Scioto  river;  thence. with  the  same,  to  the  beginning.” 
The  judges  ordered  an  election  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  John 
Crouse  on  the  21st  of  June,  1803,  for  the  election  of  three  justices 
of  the  peace  who  should  each  serve  for  three  years.  The  earliest 
records  procurable  show  the  election  of  John  Ramsey,  as  justice, 
on  April  11,  1809 ; Isaac  Claypool,  April  15,  1810,  and  George  Ram- 
sey on  April  6,  1812.  On  June  25,  1805,  a two  mile  strip  across  the 
northern  boundary  of  Green  township  was  set  into  Pickaway  town- 
ship. The  establishment  of  Colerain  township  in  1804,  narrowed 
the  limits  in  that  direction,  and  a little  later  Springfield  township  was 
established  on  the  south,  thus  fixing  the  boundaries  as  at  present. 
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The  surface  of  the  township  is  gently  undulating  in  the 

£ dK  VP'&iS 

l.»d  i.  the  t..».hip,  .»d  .he  conditio.  o t to 

and  ewtroundinga  are  indieative  of  thrift  erid  prope  ,v- 
which  drain  the  township  are  the  Kinnickmnick  and  its  ^tatane, 
with  numerous  hillside  runs  which  empty  into  thcm  and  K ckwater 
Treek  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  township.  The  Scioto  forms 

thl Gre^tow^hi^was  mainly  covered  with  heavy  tim^hth^ 
there  was  originally,  considerable  marshy  land  upon  i 

was  on"  shrute  and  brush.  But  the  wet  lands  have  ^ 
by  ditching  and  under-tiling,  until  they  are  very  valuable 
productive  It  is  said  that  this  boggy  land  onginally  seemed  hke 
earth  floating  on  water,  and  that  in  the  early  days,  p 
forced  into  it  to  the  depth  of  twenty  feet. 

The  principal  varieties  of  timber  were  black  walnut  sugai ’ ’ 

black  locust,  chestnut,  elm,  ash,  oak,  beech,  hickory,  and  honey  locust 
Some  of  the  choicest  timber  was  used  for  buildings,  ^ 

and  sawing  into  lumber,  but  much  of  it  which  would  now  be  very 

valuable  was  burned  in  clearing  the  land.  Green 

Among  the  first  to  establish  a home  in  the  original  bounds  of  Gree  ^ 

township  were  the  Boggs  family.  Major  John  Boggs,  e , 
horn  in  Pennsylvania  in  1738,  married  Jane  Irwin  andhvedonfte 
frontier,  near  Wheeling,  W.  Va. ; came  to  Ohio  and  located*” 
township.  He  died  in  1828.  His  son,  Major  John  B^gs,  tbe 
ond,  was  born  near  Wheeling,  in  1775;  came  to  °.  ? . na  n- 
father,  married  Sarah  McMechan  in  1800,  and  reared  eig 
His  wife  died  in  1855,  and  he  followed  her  in  1862.  One° 
brothers  was  captured  by  Indians;  another  was  killed  y 
Cambridge,  O.  The  senior  John  Boggs  in  1788,  „ 

his  monument,  or  in  1798  according  to  the  Pioneer  ~ * 
erected  his  cabin  near  the  historic  elm  tree  where  ^>r 
more  treated  with  the  Indians  in  1774,  and  on  th  e iden  ica 
where  the  Boggs  monument  now  stands,  having  selected  s 
at  the  foot  of  the  Pickaway  plains.  John  Boggs,  Jr.,  among  e 
to  volunteer  his  sendees  in  the  war  of  1812,  enlisted  as  a P^ya 
Col.  James  Denny’s  regiment,  on  the  20th  of  April  of  tha  y®  * 
Though  a major  of  militia  for  some  years  previous  to  this,  he  igno 
military  title,  but  subsequently  won  promotion  through  valian  se 
ice.  Duncan  McArthur,  a major-general  of  militia,  also  a®9® 
his  determination  to  enlist  and  carry  a firelock  in  the  ranks,  i e 
was  no  other  place  for  him.  But  he  subsequently  became  lieutenan 
colonel  of  the  regiment.  Major  Boggs  was  in  Hull’s  surrender,  an 
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returned  home  from  Detroit.  He  was  an  active  and  useful  man  in 
the  community,  whose  energy  and  good  judgment  did  much  towards 
establishing  commercial  intercourse  with  the  outside  world.  As 
early  as  1803,  he  demonstrated  the  possibility  of  conveying  the  sur- 
plus products  of  the  Scioto  valley  to  the  cities  of  the  south,  by  taking 
a flat-boat  loaded  with  flour  to  Hew  Orleans.  His  farm,  which  is 
located  wholly  within  what  is  now  Pickaway  county,  was  entered  in 
1796,  and  around  it  centers  much  of  the  early  Indian  history.  The 
aboriginal  towns  of  Squaw  Town,  Cornstalk  Town  and  Black  Mount 
were  located  on  it,  as  well  as  the  famous  Logan  Elm.  The  territory 
is  -dotted  with  many  Indian  mounds,  or  relics  of  the  Mound  Builders. 
On  the  death  of  Major  Boggs,  his  farm  descended  to  his  son  John, who 
took  special  interest  in  the  preservation  of  these  old  relics ; and,  for 
the  protection  of  the  old  elm,  erected  a circular  fence  around  it, 
which  also  incloses  the  Boggs  monument,  which  was  erected  there  at 
the  expense  of  the  Boggs  family.  A bronze  plate,  typifying  a his- 
torical event  which  occurred  on  the  farm,  was  wholly  the  work  of 
J ohn’s  benevolence  and  reverential  interest.  This  is  a landscape  scene, 
in  has  relief , illustrative  of  the  cunning  trick  of  the  Indians,  in  which 
they  threw  down  the  rail  fence  surrounding  the  Boggs  wheatfield,  evi- 
dently hoping  to  kill  or  capture  some  of  the  members  of  the  family 
when  they  came  out  in  the  morning  to  drive  the  stock  out  of  the  field. 
William  Boggs  was  delegated  to  perform  this  duty,  no  one  having 
any  suspicion  that  it  was  an  Indian  trick.  The  plate  shows  him 
running  across  the  field  to  escape  from  the  Indians,  his  father  stand- 
ing at  the  house  -was  bis  gun  leveled  at  the  red-skins,  who  are  in  pur- 
suit of  William.  (He  was  captured  and  a prisoner  for  some  time.) 
It  is  stated  that  this  plate  cost  $2,800.  It  is  inserted  in  the  Boggs 
monument,  the  dimensions  being  two  feet  six  inches  by  fourteen 
inches.  Kumerous  families  in  Ross  county,  as  well  as  elsewhere 
throughout  the  State,  trace  their  genealogy  to  Maj.  John  Boggs. 
His  descendants  are  prominent  and  highly  cultured  people,  who  have 
long  been  identified  with  the  social,  political  and  business  affairs  of 
the  county. 

William  McCoy  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Green  township  about 
1795.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  built  the  first  mill,  which  wa3 
located  on  Kinnickinnick  creek,  in  section  ten.  This  he  sold  to 
John  Crouse,  who  established  a large  and  lucrative  business  in  mill- 
ing. On  disposing  of  his  mill,  Mr.  McCoy  moved  to  the  site  of  the 
old  Mount  Pleasant  church,  a mile  west  of  Kingston,  where  he 
improved  a farm,  and  assisted  in  organizing  the  first  church  in  the 
township.  He  died  on  this  farm  in  1823.  Of  his  family  of  eight 
children,  all  have  died  or  have  removed  from  the  township,  and  the 
old  McCoy  homestead  has  passed  into  other  hands. 

John  Entrekin  came  from  Adams  county,  Pa.,  in  April,  1797. 
ne  was  a progressive  and  active  business  man,  who  accumulated  con- 
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.id.robl.  propel  ty  in  buying;  „nd  filing  land  " "“f  SJl 
products  of  the  mill.  «nd  f.nn.  to  the  Cot“  «b5 

goods  for  the  merchants.  He  married,  in  1801,  ^a“C^  °outh  half 
inherited  a section  of  land  from  her  father,  this  being  the  soutn  nail 
of  se  dons  Teven  and  ten.  They  settled  on  the  latter  section  and 
established  a home.  During  the  war  of  1812,  Mr.  Entrekin  held  the 
position  of  wagon-master,  and  was  employed  mconveymgarmy  ^ 
plies  from  Chillicothe  to  Lower  Sandusky.  He  at  amed  Ae  rank 
of  colonel  of  militia,  and  was  active  and  prominent  in  P > 
ing  as  representative  in  tlie  legislature  “d  .a^«te  Jidge  i in  the 
court  of  common  pleas.  Colonel  Entrekin  died  at  the  age 
four  on  May  10,  1842,  as  the  result  of  a surgical  operate 
at  Cincinnati.  He  left  a family  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  a most  worthy  and  influential  p 

^JohnUCrouse  was  a native  of  Frederick  c0iuity%  Md;,  ai^  setried 
in  Green  township  in  1798,  purchasing  the  small  flouringuml  ^^ 
by  William  McCoy,  as  previously  intimated.  He  was  P™  P 
as  a miller  and,  with  the  addition  of  a distillery, 
ness  verv  materiallv.  The  product  of  the  latter  was  sold  at  a very 
Cge  p^Huring  the  war  of  1812.  A bushel  c >f  -rn,  costing  fn m 
six  to  ten  cents,  would  make  four  gallons  of 

sold  at  one  dollar  per  gallon.  Mr.  Crouse  married  Miss  Urn  Jt> 
in  his  native  state,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  s . 

daughters,  the  survivors  of  whom  reside,  mostly,  m ltos  J ■ 

He  died  at  Kingston,  September  5,  1847,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eig^ 
His  youngest  child,  Eliza,  married  William  Ferguson, 
daughter  married  Col.  John  Entrekin,  while  others  were  we 
other  prominent  citizens  of  the  county.  John,  Jr.,  sucee  e 
father’s  business,  and  retained  the  old  homestead,  upon  w lie 
in  August,  1850.  But  see  sketch  of  Crouse  family. 

The  Reedy  family  were  early  settlers  of  the  township,  loca  i S 
the  east  branch  of  Kinnickinnick  creek,  where  they  entered  land,  an  > 
spent  the  balance  of  their  lives.  The  names  of  Abraham,  ic  j 
Conrad,  John,  Margaret  and  Sally,  are  recollected,  though  t ere  w 
others.  Some  of  their  descendants  still  live  in  the  county. 

John  Goodman  and  wife,  with  a family  of  six  children,  cam©  r 
Berks  county,  and  settled  in  Green  township,  in  1799.  1 r^©  c 

dren  were  horn  at  the  new  home.  They  entered  a quarter  sec  ion 
the  hanks  of  the  Scioto,  in  section  five.  The  father  built  a sa 
on  Blackwater  creek,  which  he  operated  for  a number  of  years, 
the  children  are  dead,  but  some  of  their  descendants  still  resi  e i 
the  township. 

Samuel  Whitsel  removed  from  Morris  Grove,  Va.,  to  Green  town 
ship  about  1800.  Two  or  three  years  later,  he  married  Buth  Crouse, 
being  employed  at  the  mill  and  distillery  of  his  father-in-law,  Jo  n 
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Crouse,  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage,  hut  subsequently  engaged  in 
farming.  He  owned  over  four  hundred  acres  of  land  about  midway 
between  the  Scioto  and  Kingston,  upon  which  he  ended  his  days. 
Mr.  Whitsel  served  a short  term  of  enlistment  under  Col.  John 
Entrekin,  during  the  war  of  1812. 

The  Frederick  family  was  also  prominent  in  the  early  history  of 
the  township.  The  parents  were  middle  aged  people  when  they 
brought  a family  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  settled  in  Green  township,  in  1799.  The  sons  were  named 
Peter,  Daniel,  Henry  and  Solomon.  The  father  entered  a section 
of  land  on  the  Kinnickinnick,  about  three  miles  east  of  the  present 
railroad  station  bearing  that  name.  This  farm  comprised  much  rich 
bottom  land,  while  the  upland  was  covered  with  fine  walnut  and  hick- 
ory timber.  On  the  death  of  the  parents,  the  land  was  divided  among 
the  children,  and  some  of  them  spent  their  lives  upon  the  old  farm. 
Solomon  was  a musician  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  never  returned  from 
the  army.  Peter  was  a lieutenant  in  the  same  organization,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  surrender  of  General  Hull.  He  was  after- 
wards exchanged,  and  returned  to  his  farm,  and  later  removed  to 
Kingston,  where  he  died  in  1853.  Henry  was  captain  of  the  com- 
pany in  which  Peter  was  lieutenant.  Their  service  was  mostly  in 
the  fortifications  at  Detroit,  where  they  were  made  prisoners,  Henry 
being  severely  wounded  at  the  time.  He  recovered,  returned  to  the 
farm,  and  in  his  old  age,  removed  to  Illinois,  where  he  died. 

James  May  came  from  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  about  1798,  bringing 
his  family,  consisting  of  wife  and  six  children.  He  was  a gunsmith 
by  trade,  and  followed  this  vocation  in  his  native  state,  manufacturing 
guns  and  other  arms  for  the  patriot  army  during  the  Revolution. 
He  continued  this  business  in  Chillicothe  until  about  1822,  when  he 
located  on  a farm  near  Kingston,  and  died  there  in  1836,  his  wife 
having  died  in  Chillicothe  in  1816.  His  sons  were  John,  James  and 
Henry.  The  last  named  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  being  a 
member  of  Captain  Brush’s  company  from  Chillicothe.  Henry  May 
married  in  Chillicothe,  and  for  a number  of  years  kept  a tavern  on 
the  old  stage  road  a mile  and  a half  north  of  the  city.  About  1822, 
he  bought  a farm  just  over  the  line  in  Pickaway  county,  and  lived 
for  some  years  in  Kingston,  where  some  of  his  descendants  still  live. 
In  the  last  named  place  he  was  associated  in  the  tannery  business 
with  John  Larkins. 

The  Bitzer  family  is  another  of  those  prominently  identified  with 
the  history  of  Green  township.  William,  John,  Conrad  and  Jacob, 
with  several  sisters,  located  in  the  township  soon  after  1800,  and 
established  homes  southeast  of  Kingston.  They  married  there,  and 
raised  families,  and  some  of  their  descendants  still  live  in  the  town- 
ship. Jacob  Bitzer  served  as  a soldier  through  the  war  of  1812*. 
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He  married  Barbara  Metzger,  by  whom  he  had  a family  of  seven 
children.  Their  old  home  was  located  in  section  twenty-four. 

Abraham  Miller  settled  on  section  twentyisix,  in  Green  township, 
in  1803.  He  came  to  Ross  county  with  a colony  of  twelve,  and  located 
near  Chillicothe  station,  in  1800.  There  he  raised  a crop  of  grain  ; 
then  returned  in  the  fall  of  that  year  to  his  old  Kentucky  home,  and 
brought  his  family  and  goods  on  pack-horses.  His  children  were 
Jesse,  William,  John,  James,  Abraham,  EUzabeth,  Annie  and  Sarah. 
Two  of  these  died  during  the  family  residence  at  Chillicothe  station, 
and  the  others  lived  to  years  of  maturity,  inheriting  the  parental 
farm  in  Green  township.  Numerous  descendants  of  this  family 
reside  in  Ross  county  at  the  present  time.  Abraham  Miller,  br., 
was  an  early  justice  of  the  peace  in  Green  township,  and  prominently 
identified  with  social  and  political  affairs.  . 

The  Hayes  family  settled  in  the  northeast  corner  of  section  thirty- 
four,  previous  to  1800.  The  father  of  this  family,  whose  Christian 
name  is  not  recalled,  lived  but  a few  years  after  coming  to  e 
ship,  and  his  land  was  divided  among  liis  three  sons,  James,  Andrew 
and  John.  The  last  named  was  a colonel  in  the  war  of  1812,  ana 
died  in  Kingston,  September  4,  1834.  J ames  and  Andrew  erec  a 
distillery  on  the  farm,  and  engaged  in  the  liquor  trade  for  severa 
years.  They  finally  gave  their  attention  to  transporting  flour,  port, 
and  other  products,  to  the  southern  markets,  and  transferred  eir 
home  to  the  South.  0 

Hugh  Little  settled  in  Green  township  between  1800  and  1SUZ, 
purchasing  eighty  acres  in  section  turenty-eight.  In  1817,  he  so 
this,  and  bought  a larger  farm  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
section,  and  there  ended  his  days.  He  was  a native  of  > 

but  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio.  Mr.  Little  died  in  I > 
leaving  four  children,  two  of  whom  remained  in  Green  township, 
viz. : Mrs.  John  Haynes  and  James  Little,  the  latter  succeeding  to  t e 
ownership  of  the  old  homestead. 

John  Beattie,  a native  of  Ireland,  settled  in  section  eight  abou 
the  same  time  the  Littles  came.  He  died  there  in  1825,  after  a quar 
ter  of  a century  of  hard  work  in  redeeming  the  land  from  its  virgpn 
state.  Having  no  children,  his  farm  passed  into  other  hands. 
Christopher  Leby  was  a very  early  settler  in  the  southwestern  cor 
ner  of  the  township.  He  cleared  and  improved  a farm,  which,  on 
his  death,  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  descendants,  some  of  whom 
still  own  it.  This  is  also  true  of  the  Robert  Warren  farm  located 
near  that  of  Leby. 

James  Downs  and  his  four  brothers,  John,  William,  David  an 
Thomas,  and  two  sisters,  Rebecca  and  Susanna,  came  to  Ross  county 
soon  after  1800.  James  lived  for  a time  on  McClain’s  Hill-  near 
Chillicothe.  While  there,  he  married  Annie  Snodgrass,  and.  soon 
thereafter  bought  a farm  in  the  southern  part  of  Green  township,  on 
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the  old  Chillicothe  road.  The  land  was  purchased  of  Gov.  Thomas 
Worthington,  who  had  permitted  squatters  to  settle  on  it,  and  they 
had  made  some  small  improvements.  The  brothers  ^qd  sisters 
married  and  located,  mostly,  in  Springfield  township,  where  they 
have  become  a numerous  family,  well  and  favorably  known  through- 
out the  county. 

Samuel  Little,  the  Barnhart  family,  Thomas  Wheeler,  and  the 
Pyle  family  were  all  early  settlers,  Little  coming  in  1800.  They 
settled  qn  section  thirty-five,  where  some  of  them  ended  their  days, 
And  transmitted  their  property  to  their  descendants.  George  Siden- 
bender  established  a home  in  the  southeast  corner  of  section  thirty- 
three,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  there.  “Very  early”  is  the 
nearest  date  as  to  his  coming.  John  and  Henry  Amo  located  in  the 
township  about  1810,  but  sold  out  and  removed  to  other  parts.  Sam- 
uel Arrowsmith  was  an  early  settler,  remaining  until  1840,  when  he 
sold  out  and  went  west.  John  Ritter  was  another  early  settler  who 
died  on  his  farm  at  a ripe  old  age.  His  son  Richard  succeeded  to 
the  farm,  and  also  died  there. 

John  Market  located  on  fractional  section  one,  which  lies  adjacent 
to  the  Scioto  river,  about  1800.  He  owned  most  of  the  section,  upon 
which  he  erected  a double  log  cabin,  an  improvement  largely  in 
advance  of  his  surroundings,  and  which  occasioned  no  little  comment 
among  those  who  occupied  but  a single  room.  As  prosperity  smiled 
upon  him,  this  cabin  was  superseded  by  a more  pretentious  residence, 
and  one  “wing”  of  the  double  cabin  did  duty  as  a school  house  in 
later  years. 

Isaac  Brink  established  a home  in  the  township  about  1800,  and 
remained  there  during  the  balance  of  his  life.  His  grandson, 
John  Q.  Brink,  disposed  of  the  old  farm  in  1868,  and  removed  to 
Missouri.  George  May  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  Green 
township  in  1801.  He  purchased  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  sec- 
tions twenty-one  and  twenty-two,  on  the  Adelphi  pike.  His  children, 
on  attaining  years  of  maturity,  married  and  removed  from  the 
locality. 

Thomas  Wright  was  another  early  settler  of  Green  township.  He 
was  bora  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  in 
1801,  locating  near  the  now  historic  town  of  Gettysburg.  In  1808, 
in  company  with  his  bride,  whom  he  married  in  Gettysburg,  and 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Hall,  he  came  on  horseback  to 
Ross  county,  and  lived,  for  a time,  near  Crouse’s  Mills.  Mr.  Wright 
owned  several  small  farms  in  the  township  at  different  times,  but 
finally  bought  three  hundred  acres  in  the  west  half  of  section  four, 
where  he  died  June  17,  1851.  lie  was  a weaver  of  linen,  and  as  such 
his  presence  in  the  community  in  the  early  days  was  greatly  appre- 
ciated. lie  was  also  a great  reader  and  student,  a characteristic 
which  he  transmitted  to  some  of  his  children,  notably  his  daughter 
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Jane  who  had  a wonderful  memory,  and  even  in  old  age  could  recite 
with ' accuracy  and  great  pleasure  poems  which  she  had  committed 

“ Abraham  Jones  was  a native  of  Hampshire  county,  Va.,  and 
settled  in  Green  township  in  1802.  On  arrival,  he 
five,  which  was  then  occupied  by  a squatter  w 10  1 hundred 

improvement,  and  built  a cabin.  Mr.  Jones  improved  ive hundred 
acres  of  this  original  farm,  and  lived  upon  it  until  1 ns > ^ 

James  Ritchie  came  from  Pennsylvania  in  1 >>,  and  died 

tion  four,  upon  which  he  located,  and  lived  for  many  J t 

in  Kingston.  His  brothers,  George,  William  and  Matthew  earnest 
the  same  time  with  J ames,  and  all  located  in  Green  own  p- 
iam  kept  a tavern  two  miles  south  of  Kingston,  and  Georg 
the  same  business  on  the  old  Chillicotl.e  road  some  three  mite > from 
Kingston.  Some  of  the  brothers  became  quite  wealthy,  and  owned 

extensive  estates.  j „ Uoi-f  mile* 

Major  Lingrell  came  in  1805,  and  located  two  and  a halt  miles 

west  of  Kingston,  near  the  south  line  of^way  county  He 
afterwards  moved  to  Marion  county,  where  died.  Hw 
Thomas,  a young  man  in  1805,  served  fifteen  months  in  the ' 

1812,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Erie  and  Black  R , 
Buffalo.  During  his  lifetime,  Thomas  made  six  trips  from  he  upper 
Scioto  to  New  Orleans,  conveying  flour,  pork,  and  t0  £ 

ern  market  on  flat-boats.  He  married  in  1834,  and  settled  in  Green 
township,  where  he  lived  for  many  years.  For  more  than  thlrt?  ; ’ 

he  lived  in  the  village  of  Kingston,  and  during  his  productive  1 , 

followed  brick-making  and  building.  He  lived  to  advanced  o g • 
Matthew  Ferguson,  a Pennsylvania  soldier  of  the  ev  > 

bought  land  in  Paxton  township  in  1802,  and  came  wth  hw  ' ’ 

Ann  Ohesnut,  and  eight  children,  and  settled  m Green  ’ 

near  Kingston,  in  1S06.  The  family  is  one  of  the  most  prom 
among  the  pioneers  of  Poss  county.  . Qn-  g 

Hannon  DeHaven,  who  located  in  Green  township  in  l»uo, t v> 
one  of  the  most  useful  of  the  early  settlers,  being  the  nrs  . ca 
maker  to  follow  the  calling  in  the  township.  He  was  a very ^ingen 
mechanic,  and  just  before  his  death,  had  perfected  a mode  a**n  .® 
mill.  But  Mr.  DeHaven  died  in  1820,  leaving  a wife  and  si 
children.  The  eldest  of  these,  twin  daughters,  were  hut  sixteen  year 
old.  The  eldest  sons,  Charles  and  J acob,  then^  mere  lads,  assum 
control  of  the  farm,  and  successfully  operated  it  until  1840,  w e 
they  sold  out.  Jacob  removed  to  Illinois,  and  Charles  locae  1 
Kingston.  He  married  Jane  Black.  The  mother  died  in  18  , a 

the  age  of  eightv-one.  Accompanying  the  DeHavens  in  the  same 
wagon,  was  the  family  of  Daniel  Walters,  consisting  of  six  persons, 
bringing  their  all  from  the  far-away  Pennsylvania  home. 
Walters  was  a shoemaker,  another  useful  accessory  to  the  pioneer  se 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GREEN  TOWNSHIP. 


235 


tlement.  He  established  a home  on  one  hundred  acres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing the  Harmons,  and  there  worked  on  the  bench,  while  others  of  the 
family  improved  and  tilled  the  farm.  He  sold  out  and  removed  his 
family  to  the  north  part  of  the  State.  Jacob  Steely  was  a pioneer 
Dunkard  preacher,  coming  in  1807.  He  owned  a farm  in  the  town- 
ship, which  he  sold,  and  moved  to  other  parts.  Jacob  Kessler  was  a 
resident  of  the  township  in  1807,  owning  a farm  near  Kingston,  which 
he  afterwards  sold,  and  removed  to  another  locality. 

Daniel  Baum  was  a resident  of  the  township  in  1807 ; and  John 
and  Joseph  Stroup  came  into  the  township  the  same  year.  Joseph 
was  a bricklayer,  and  the  first  one  of  that  trade  to  locate  in  the  town- 
ship. Ezekiel  Bunn  and  family  came  as  early  as  1806,  and  located 
a home  in  the  township,  but  all  have  gone.  Samuel  Wallace  located 
in  Green  township  in  1818,  but  he  became  a resident  of  the  county  in 
1807,  locating  first  at  Chillicothe,  where  he  married  Sarah  Ostran- 
der. He,  in  company  with  John  Wilson,  owned  and  operated  a tan- 
yard  in  Green  township  for  several  years. 

Frederick  Pontius  and  family  came  from  Buffalo  valley,  Pa.,  and 
settled  on  section  eleven  about  1806.  There  he  ended  his  days.  He 
had  twelve  children,  most  of  whom  married,  raised  families  and  died 
in  Green  township.  Many  descendants  of  this  pioneer  still  reside  in 
the  township  and  nearby  territory.  Andrew  Pontius  was  another 
early  comer,  who  settled  on  Paint  creek,  about  1805,  and  later  moved 
into  Green  township  where  he  died.  His  descendants  have  all 
removed  from  the  township. 

Isaac  Green  and  wife  came  from  Pennsylvania  in  1808,  and  after 
several  years  spent  as  a tenant  of  Governor  Worthington,  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  five,  on  the  Scioto,  and 
there  made  a home  where  he  ended  his  days.  A family  of  eight  chil- 
dren was  born  to  him  after  locating  in  the  township,  some  of  whom 
remained  here  during  life,  and  others  removed  to  distant  states. 

Michael  Senff  located  first  in  Pickaway  county,  removing  from 
there  to  Chillicothe,  where  he  worked  at  hlacksmithing  for  several 
years.  He  then  settled  in  Green  township,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1845.  The  family  came  from  Penn- 
sylvania in  1808,  and  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  county 
since.  Of  fourteen  children  bom  to  Michael  Senff,  ten  lived  to  years 
of  maturity,  and  six  reached  an  advanced  old  age.  Numerous 
descendants  of  this  worthy  pioneer  still  reside  in  Green  and  Spring- 
field  townships.  John  Holman  settled  at  Adelphi  about  1808,  where 
he  spent  a number  of  years  in  the  tannery  business,  having  previously 
lived  a short  time  in  Green  township.  About  1814  he  returned  to 
the  Abraham  Eyestone  farm  in  Green  township,  his  wife,  who  was 
Christine  Eyestone,  having  inherited  a portion  of  her  parental  farm. 
Holman  was  there  established  in  the  tannery  business  by  his  father- 
in-law,  a trade  which  he  followed  successfully  for  many  years. 
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Abraham  Holman,  son  of  John,  succeeded  to  the  business  in  later 

yeDavid  Umsted  came  from  Frederick  county,  Md.,  in  1810,  and 
settled  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  in  the  southwest  part  of 
Green  township,  where  he  died  about  1840.  His  widow  sumved 
him  until  October,  1875,  and  was  nearly  ninety-one  years  of  age_  at 
the  time  of  her  death.  Their  children  were  named 
and  John.  The  latter  died  unmarried.  Basil  married  Julia  H, ughes, 
and  occupied  the  parental  homestead  until  his  death,  m • 7 

had  six  children.  Rachel  became  the  wife  of  George  J.  Moore,  and 
removed  to  her  farm  in  Twin  township,  in  1833.  1ft1« 

Dr.  Edward  Ostrander  came  from  Troy,  New  York,  about  1813, 
and  settled  on  a farm  near  Mount  Pleasant  church.  e was 
first  physician  in  the  township,  and  continued  in  active _prac  ice 
ing  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  at  Kingston  in  ay,  • 
Jacob  Long  came  to  Green  township  about  1816.  He ‘located  nea 
Kingston  where  he  built  a still-house  which  he  operated  for  severs 
years.  Some  of  his  descendants  still  live  in  the  community. 

Green  township  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  one  o e 
agricultural  townships  in  Ross  county.  Its  soil  is  specia  y a ap 
to  diversified  farming  and  fruit  growing,  in  which  pursuits,  com- 
bined with  stock  raising,  the  intelligent  and  industrious  fanners 
met  with  phenomenal  success.  The  pleasant  homes  an  t ri  y s 
roundings  are  abundant  proof  of  this,  while  an  occasiona  an  s 
mansion,  with  modern  improvements  and  appliances,  affinns  e co 
elusion  that  even  in  this  favored  land,  some  have  been  more  succe 


ful  than  their  worthy  rivals.  -u*  Tt 

The  town  of  Kingston  is  the  only  village  in  the  township,  i 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  third  town,  as  regards  popu  a o , 
in  Ross  county.  For  a number  of  years  prior  to  the  establis  men 
the  town,  the  contiguous  territory,  and  even  the  town  site,  c0^?ine 
a number  of  settlers.  The  land  upon  which  Kingston  is  loca  e wa 
originally  owned  by  James  Ritchie,  who  occupied  it  in  1805. 
after  that  date,  Thomas  Ing  came  into  possession  of  a forty  acre  ^ 
upon  which  the  village  of  “Ingstown”  was  located,  and  in  18 
town  was  regularly  laid  out  and  christened  Kingston.  Mr.  Ing  ep 
the  first  tavern  in  the  place,  and  was  also  the  first  tailor  in  the  own. 
In  the  days  of  stage  coaches,  Kingston  being  located  on  the  mam 
thoroughfare  between  Lancaster  and  Chillicothe,  a second  tavern  was 
established,  one  for  the  special  accommodation  of  the  traveling  pu 
lie;  and  this  old  stage  house  entertained  many  distinguished  gu  8, 
among  whom  were  Henry  Clay,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Felix  Grim  y> 
John  H.  Crittenden,  Thomas  Marshall  and  ex-President  Santa  Anna 
of  Mexico.  President  Monroe,  and  a party  accompanying,  also  pn 
up  for  dinner  at  one  of  these  humble  taverns.  This  being  the  regu- 
lar line  of  travel  from  the  southwest  and  west,  to  the  Federal  ci  y, 
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many  of  the  distinguished  men  of  the  day  passed  through  Kingston. 

George  Brown,  an  Englishman  of  Pickaway  county,  licensed  to 
vend  merchandise  in  Jefferson,  Circleville  and  other  places,  bought 
a lot  of  Thomas  Ing  in  1817 ; put  up  a little  store  building,  and 
obtained  a temporary  license  to  sell  at  Kingston.  Ing  got  out  his 
license  to  keep  tavern  in  November,  1817,  and  about  the  same  time 
James  McCutcheon,  of  Pickaway,  bought  a lot,  and  in  1818  he  was 
licensed  to  trade.  In  April,  1819,  Matthew  Ferguson,  who  had 
bought  a lot  in  1816,  got  out  a license  for  his  son  William  and  daugh- 
ter Rachel,  as  merchants.  Brown  maintained  his  other  stores,  and 
probably  did  not  have  a permanent  establishment  at  Kingston  until 
the  summer  of  1819.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  sold  out  his  King- 
ston store  to  Thomas  K.  Duncan  and  Samuel  Logan.  William 
Ferguson  continued  in  business  until  1837. 

One  of  the  religious  landmarks  of  the  community  is  represented  by 
the  Presbyterian  church  now  located  in  the  town  of  Kingston,  but 
originally  established  a mile  west  of  the  village,  in  1798,  and  known 
as  Mount  Pleasant  Presbyterian  church.  The  society  was  formed 
in  August*  1798,  and  before  corn  cutting  the  members  erected  a rough 
log  building,  thirty  feet  square,  which  they  used  as  a house  of  wor- 
ship, though  it  was  devoid  of  floor  or  ceiling.  The  sleepers  served  for 
seats,  and  a rude  pulpit  was  formed  of  split  logs.  Fourteen  mem- 
bers constituted  the  organizing  force,  the  names  being  as  follows: 
William  McCoy  and  wife;  James  Wilson,  his  son  John,  and  three 
unmarried  daughters ; William  Craig  and  wife ; William  Blair  and 
wife ; Samuel  Dennv  and  wife,  and  Margaret  Denny,  wife  of  David. 
Mr.  McCoy  and  Mr.  Wilson  were  constituted  the  ruling  elders,  and 
Rev.  William  Spear  was  engaged  as  pastor.  One-third  of  his  time 
was  required,  and  a salary  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  year  was  guar- 
anteed him.  Thus  six  families  organized  a church,  erected  a house 
of  worship,  and  installed  a pastor,  during  their  first  six  months’  resi- 
dence in  the  community.  From  that  day  to  the  present,  the  organ- 
ization has  been  maintained,  and  at  least  four  generations  of  people 
have  been  communicants  around  the  same  altar. 

As  the  years  passed,  other  families  of  like  faith  located  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  added  their  names  and  influence  to  the  church 
directory.  In  1799,  John  Rollins,  John  McLene,  Hugh  Manary,  and 
James  Stewart,  with  their  families,  joined  the  church,  as  did  also 
Mrs.  Isabella  Denny,  wife  of  James,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Boggs,  the  wife 
of  John.  Matthew  Ferguson  and  wife  joined  in  1806.  Rev.  James 
Rohinson  became  pastor  in  1808.  Col.  John  Entrekin  located  in  the 
vicinity,  in  1798,  but  did  not  then  connect  himself  with  the  church, 
though  he  did  later.  The  old  meeting  house  was  never  finished,  and 
the  services  were  transferred,  some  years  later,  to  a near-by  school 
house,  though  the  meetings  were  often  held  in  the  grove,  or  in  priv- 
ate houses. 
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The  meeting  house  erected  in  1798  was  succeededb^theold  Mount 
Pleasant  church,  commenced  in  1810,  and  finished  m 1814.  I ms 
ren'd  tie  lgr^ation  until  1829,  when  they  occupied  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  in  Kingston,  continuing  this  occupa^J  ^1 

1838,  when  they  completed  a house  of  their  own.  P 

bvterian  church  in  Kingston  was  erected  in  1860.  brom  m 
inception,  this  congregation  began  to  assume  a position  p Robinson, 
in  the  community.  Under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  tes  Kobmson, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  members  were  its 

1820,  when  he  retired  from  the  pastorate.  The  church  ceie 
semi-centennial  in  1848,  with  becoming  ceremoni^  About  ha 
time,  and  as  a result  of  that  effort,  the  Kingston  or  Mount 
Academy  came  into  existence,  and  this  was  continued  successfully, 
as  an  institution  of  higher  learning,  under  the  h wa3 

church  for  many  years.  In  1898,  the 

celebrated,  when  Rev.  George  Carpenter,  a pastor  of  th  of 

1853  until  1867,  and  principal  of  the  academy  fo  (he  entire 

years,  gave  a history  of  both  the  church  and  school,  cover  g 

period  of  their  existence.  This  was  an  address  of 

est,  since  it  covers  the  entire  religious  history  of  Gice  P 

within  the  limits  of  this  church.  It  shows,  also,  the  8*  t ^ 0^e 

ress  from  a pioneer  organization  in  the  trackless  wild  , 

of  the  strongest  and  most  successful  religious  ms 1 “ ith 

county ; and  that  the  spiritual  status  of  mankind  has  kept  pa 

the  onward  march  of  civilization  in  the  secular  a ans  o liter- 

Carpenter  is  still  a resident  of  Ross  county,  though  retired  irom 

31  Tim  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Kingston  was 
of  later  effort  than  the  Presbyterian,  though  religious  s®r'lce _ , 

denomination  were  held  in  the  town  at  a very  ear  y a e, ■ P , 
about  1800;  and,  though  a class  was  organized,  a™j  Prea^  ^ te(j 
other  services  held  in  private  houses,  no  church  bull  mg  w<  dpdi- 

nntil  1829.  In  that  year,  however,  the  old  brick  churc  i w 
cated,  and,  with  a true  spirit  of  Christian  tolerance,  was  ir 
to  all  worshipping  congregations.  A few  years  later,  t le  i'.  J[ 

through  the  efforts  and  influence  of  John  Crouse,  and  otieis,  h i 
entire  control  of  the  building,  and  a prosperous  career  was  e ^ 
upon  which  has  continued  to  the  present.  The  small  brie ' . 

was  superseded  by  a frame  structure  more  in  keeping  witi  ie, 
of  the  congregation.  But  this  in  turn  gave  place  to  a ian 
brick  structure  erected  in  1894.  The  earliest  members  of  t is  c 
were  John  Crouse  and  wife,  T.  Parker  and  wife,  Miss  Seue  , -t 
Pord,  the  Rock  family,  Mr.  Reat  and  wife,  as  well  as  man} 
names  cannot  be  given.  It  has  had  a successful  career  as  one  o 
principal  churches  in  the  township.  . i T?  v 

Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  in  1804,  by  * 
James  Quinn.  He  was  transferred,  by  request,  from  the  Baltiiuor 
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conference,  and  voluntarily  took  up  the  life  of  an  itinerant  in  the 
backwoods.  A preaching  appointment  was  established  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  township,  which  accommodated  people  from  adja- 
cent territory  in  other  townships,  east  and  south.  Meetings  were 
held  for  some  years  in  a log  cabin  on  the  Arrowsmith  farm,  also  in  a 
schoolhouse,  later  established.  Finally  a hewed  log  house  was  erected 
for  church  purposes,  and  this  served  the  people  until  1827,  when  a 
brick  church  was  erected,  which  was  superseded  by  a neat  frame 
church,  in  1871.  The  society  grew  in  interest  and  spiritual  strength, 
and  numbered  among  its  members,  representatives  of  nearly  all  the 
pioneer  families  in  that  locality.  Among  these  were  the  Delays, 
Crouches,  Annos,  Arrowsmiths,  Ritters,  Littles,  Browns,  Beatties, 
Bunns,  Senffs  and  others. 

In  connection  with  the  church,  a burying  ground  was  established 
in  a very  early  day,  and  in  this  repose  the  remains  of  most  of  the 
early  members,  as  well  as  a liberal  representation  of  their  posterity. 
The  organization  is  still  maintained,  and  the  church  is  remembered 
with  feelings  of  reverence  as  one  of  the  pioneer  landmarks  indicating 
Christian  progress. 

Crouse’s  chapel,  another  representative  of  the  Methodist  faith,  is 
located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  township,  and  was  first  known  as 
Lakin’s  chapel.  Rev.  Benjamin  Lakin  was  one  of  the  earliest  pio- 
neers of  the  township,  coming  in  1802.  To  his  zeal  and  energy  was 
due  the  organization  of  this  church,  about  1807.  It  prospered  as  a 
pioneer  beacon-light  in  the  wilderness,  and  bore  the  name  of  its 
founder  until  a new  church  became  a necessity.  Largely  through 
the  instrumentality  of  Mr.  John  Crouse,  a zealous  and  active  Method- 
ist and  early  pioneer,  the  present  fine  brick  chapel  was  erected,  and, 
in  deference  to  one  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the  church  in 
the  county,  it  was  named  Crouse’s  chapel.  This  honor  is  about 
equally  divided  between  John  Crouse  and  his  brother  David,  who  was 
also  a worthy  and  zealous  Methodist.  Both  these  brothers  served  in 
the  Ohio  legislature,  and  were  prominent  and  wealthy  citizens  of  the 
township. 

The  educational  interests  of  Kingston  have  ever  been  a paramount 
consideration ; and  no  town  of  its  size  in  the  State  has  a better  sys- 
tem of  public  schools,  or  more  appreciative  and  helpful  patrons. 

Of  the  social  orders,  the  Odd  Fellows  are  the  pioneers.  Pearson 
lodge,  Xo.  372,  was  organized  July  14,  1864.  The  charter  members 
were  A.  Reedy,  W.  H.  Patrick,  O.  P.  Goodman,  I.  X.  Asbury,  II.  L. 
Myers,  J.  C.  Allen,  and  J.  \V.  Allen.  The  first  elective  officers  were 
O.  P.  Goodman,  X.  G. ; A.  Reedy,  Y.  G. ; William  Patrick,  treas- 
urer, and  J.  C.  Allen,  secretary.  The  lodge  is  in  a prosperous  con- 
dition financially,  having  sufficient  funds  to  meet  all  obligations  in  a 
beneficial  way,  and  also  own  their  lodge  building  and  extensive  para- 
phernalia. 
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Ku.b  Mp,  No.  108  D.,fhr.  rf  Kjtec.,  ''*»  S 

17,  1878  ; charter  members:  A.  L.  Ellis,  Halfjc  * qLux*  Albert 

merman,  Simon  Holderman,  Joseph  Smxth,  Mary  E Smith  A bert 

Sub,  Emma  Ranh,  J Ranch  Margaret 

Laura  Leasure,  C.  W.  Myers  1 ' b Sure  D.  D. 

Lamaster  M.  J.  Lamaster,  David  Bell,  George  B.  ’ * 

Whitsel  and  V C Whitsel.  The  charter  list  represented  many 

Mie-  *»<>  ”f  1^"”  “SSi 

ing  country,  and  the  organization  at  once  entered  upon  a success 

CaSdoto  grange,  No.  ICO,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  is  another  soeiety 
of  both  sexes  which  has  had  a career  of  prominence 

popularity.  It  was  organized  under  a d.spensationgranted^Octo^r 

8,  1873,  with  the  following  named  charter  members.  • Edwftrd 
man,  J.  D.  Mundell,  Simon  Orr,  David  Crouse,  kelson  U t 

Wricht  Joseph  Wright,  Nelson  Kellenbarger,  William  Dreisbae  . 

J.  M.  May,  M.  A.  Mundell,  Belle  Kellenbarger, 

L.  R.  Wright,  Dorcas  Goodman,  Hannah  Orr,  and  Mrs n:„"interest 
The  society  has  survived  the  period  of  depression  a”  ™ J & sociai 
in  grange  matters,  and  maintained  its  ear  y prorm  . £ain;. 

organization  from  the  first  to  the  present.  Prominent  fai rm 
lies  in  the  vicinity  of  Kingston  have  befn.very  gen.T  ^ ^ditioll  at 
on  the  membership  roll,  and  the  society  is  in  a flourishing 

PrLast,  but  not  least,  in  the  consideration  of  social  an(' 
societies  in  Kingston  is  Maxwell  post,  No.  li  >,  ran  • 

Republic.  As  is  well  known,  every  honorably  du*toge d Umon 
soldier  of  die  civil  war  is  eligible,  to  membership  in  this  fr  * 
organization;  and  very  few  of  the  survivors  of  that  great  strugg^ 
deny  themselves  the  benefits  and  social  privileges,  un  es  p . _ 

by  religious  scruples  or  enfeebled  health.  But  the  *aPse  :nce 

seven  years  since  the  close  of  the  war,  and  more  than  or  7 ^ nncon- 
the  beginning,  has  devastated  the  ranks  of  that  once  Prou  an  . 0f 
querable  armv,  and  left  the  remnant  in  the  "sere  and  yellow  leal 
declining  vears.  But  with  the  thinning  ranks,  as  one  iMsner 
another  there,  the  "boys”  of  1861  proudly  and  reverently  close  ip 
to  the  right,”  maintaining  and  ever  cherishing  a kindly  rega 
their  late  comrades  in  arms,  and  their  dependent  widows  an  orp 
This  is  the  dominant  feature  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Kepu  1C> 
right  royally  do  the  survivors  and  their  devoted  wives,  sons, 
daughters  fulfill  the  mission.  This  is  the  only  fraternal  organize 
with  a "time  limit”  as  to  its  existence.  In  the  very  nature  of 
it  must  soon  become  only  a memory.  Maxwell  post  musters  wi 
its  ranks  a large  majority  of  the  survivors  of  the  war  now  residing  1 
Green  township,  and  its  "camp  fires”  and  social  gatherings  are  ^ 
source  of  pleasure  to  old  and  young.  Auxiliary  to  its  beneficial  an 
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social  features,  the  ladies  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  perform  an 
important  part,  as  necessity  demands. 

In  the  town  of  Kingston  the  various  business  and  mechanical 
industries  are  carried  on,  and  the  handsome  little  village  bustles  with 
busy  life.  The  only  monetary  institution  is  the  Scioto  Valley  bank. 
In  1883,  a number  of  prominent  local  capitalists  effected  the  organi- 
zation of  this  popular  concern,  which  has  steadily  grown  in  public 
favor.  The  capitalization  was  thirty  thousand  dollars,  though  the 
institution  is  backed,  through  individual  responsibility,  with  many 
times  that  amount.  The  original  officers  have  remained  in  control 
from  the  incorporation  to  the  present.  These  are  J.  M.  May,  presi- 
dent; Kelson  Long,  vice-president,  and  Kolan,  L.  Gartner,  cashier. 
The  institution  transacts  a general  banking  business,  and  gives  special 
attention  to  collections  and  buying  bankable  paper. 

• Besides  the  general  representation  of  all  phases  of  mercantile  life, 
there  are  also  quite  extensive  mechanical  interests,  of  which  the 
wagon  factory  is  the  most  prominent.  The  town  affords  an  excellent 
market  in  the  grain,  lumber  and  stock  interests.  There  is  but  one 
hotel  and  livery  in  the  town,  these  being  operated  by  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Waite  & Sons. 

11—16 
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COLERAIN  TOWNSHIP. 


, OLERAIN  was  set  off  from  Green  township  on  11, 

11,  1804.  There  is  some  speculation  as  to  g 

the  name,  the  most  plausible  account  of  "^,c „ ’inent 

through  the  influence  of  George  Rem<*’  P.ho  caul0 

early-time  stock  raiser  and  surveyor  in  ^ss  ’ wa-s  named 

from  Coleraine,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  tins  tow  h Emera]d 

in  perpetuation  of  the  name  of  this  na  iv  county.  The 

mT  W is  northeast  comer  k 

surface  of  the  country  is  quite  varied.  prairies  of 

generally  level,  partaking  somewhat  of  the  character  o h P 
Pickaway  county,  which  bounds  the  township  on  t ^ 

and  east  of  this  portion,  the  surface*  becomes  elevated l Jj®nd_ 

culminating  in  a divide  along  the  center  line  o e marks  the 

ing  in  an  easterly  and  westerly  direction  divide  marks^t^ 

southern  limit  of  the  glacial  deposit.  The  hills  to,tl'®"  are  found; 
and  rounded,  and  numerous  deposits  of  sand  an _ g*  ^ of  t)ie 

evidently  in  the  nature  of  terminal  moraines.  hillsides  are 

divide  thg  nature  of  the  surface  is  very  different.  native 

steeper,  and  show  no  marks  of  rounding  an  wearing.  and 

rock  is  exposed  in  the  valleys  of  the  streams  flowing  so 
waterworn  pebbles  and  boulders  are  found  north  of  the  d ^ 
abundance,  but  few  are  found  to  the  south.  At  least  se  the 

of  some  size  have  their  beginning  in  the  township,  r lo  K ft 

northwest  is  a branch  of  the  Kinnickinnick.  Two  s rea  . , y 

northerly  direction,  and  find  their  way  into  Salt  croc  , m i.ranch 
county. ' The  most  easterly  of  these  is  Beech  fork.  . Patrick  sbranen 
rises  to  tlie  east  of  the  center  of  the  township,  flows  m a n0^  jpi^hi 
direction,  and  passes  out  of  the  township  to  the  south  o ’ 

entering  Salt  creek  in  Hocking  county.  South  of  the  nl  , 
three  streams,  one  flowing  southwesterly,  another  takes  a sou 
course,  while  the  third  runs  southeasterly  until  they  unite  an. 
Walnut  creek.  Springs  are  abundant  in  all  localities,  enhancing 
value  of  the  lands  for  grazing  purposes.  The  soil  is  mostly  c ay, 
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clay  loam,  with  a subsoil  of  gravel.  The  valleys  and  level  portions 
are  very  fertile,  while  the  hill  soil  and  uplands  are  moderately  so. 

Colerain  was  originally  covered  with  heavy  timber,  mostly  of  the 
hard-wood  varieties,  as  walnut,  butternut,  hickory,  the  various  kinds 
of  oak,  chestnut,  beech,  maple,  yellow  poplar,  whitewood,  white  ash, 
elm,  cottonwood  and  locust.  These  were  abundant,  while  the  buck- 
eye, sycamore,  wild  cherry,  ironwood  and  dogwood  were  less  gener- 
aDy  distributed.  The  shrubs  were  the  hazel,  blackberry,  huckleberry, 
J uneberry,  hockberry,  spice  and  paw-paw.  On  the  hills  to  the  south 
were  some  yellow  pine  and  spruce.  Most  of  the  varieties  of  timber 
and  shrubs  are  still  represented,  though  the  best  has  long#since  found 
its  way  to  the  mills  and  markets,  if  not  to  the  pioneer  “log  heaps.” 

The  township  was  noted  in  early  times  for  its  abundance  of  wild 
animals,  and  was  a favorite  hunting  ground  for  the  Indians  for  many 
years  after  the  cession  of  the  land  to  the  whites.  By  the  terms  of  tHe 
treaty,  they  were  permitted  to  make  annual  visits,  which  they  seemed 
to  greatly  enjoy.  There  were  bears,  panthers,  wolves  and  wildcats 
in  the  hiljy  districts,  in  great  numbers,  while  deer  and  wild  turkeys 
furnished  the  principal  meat  foods  to  the  early  settlers.  The  larger 
wild  animals  were  for  many  years  a great  source  of  annoyance  and 
danger  to  the  early  settlers. 

There  are  not  so  many  mounds  of  past  ages  in  Colerain  town- 
ship as  there  are  in  other  localities  in  the  county.  Neither  are  those 
which  do  exist  so  fully  defined  or  generally  interesting  in  character 
as  some  of  those  in  other  localities.  A mound  once  stood  on  the  farm 
of  Jonas  Dreisbach  which  was  utilized  for  the  manufacture  of  brick, 
to  which  purpose  the  clay  was  found  to  be  specially  adapted.  A 
house  was  built  in  Kingston  by  Doctor  Prettyman  from  this  brick, 
which  is  all  that  remains  to  perpetuate  the  recollection  of  this  ancient 
work.  During  the  disintegration  of  the  mound  six  or  seven  human 
skeletons  were  discovered  which  crumbled  to  dust  on  exposure  to  the 
air.  Another  and  fair  sized  mound  is  located  near  the  Hocking 
county  line  on  land  formerly  owned  by  Frank  Cryder.  It  is  now 
about  four  feet  high,  but  is  said  to  have  been  at  least  ten  feet  in  height 
at  the  time  of  its  first  discovery  by  white  men.  It  has  a diameter  of 
sixty  feet.  South  of  this,  and  near  it,  were  a dozen  or  more  hillocks 
a few  feet  in  diameter  and  about  three  feet  in  height,  but  these  have 
been  leveled  by  the  successive  plowings  of  a hundred  years. 

Colerain  township  was  settled  nearly  as  early  as  any  of  the  town- 
ships of  Ross  county.  In  1797  Zedekiah  and  Thomas  Dawson, 
brothers,  emigrated  from  Virginia  and  located  east  of  the  present 
town  of  Hallsville.  Thomas  Hinton  settled  near  them  on  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  nine.  Here,  and  by  these  people,  the  first 
improvements  were  made  and  the  first  crops  raised.  Isaac  Dawson 
came  to  Colerain  as  early  as  1800.  He  was  born  in  Hampshire 
county,  Va.,  in  1773.  Previous  to  this  he  had  sought  a home  in 
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Bourbon  county,  Ky„  b„. 

uncertainty  of  title.  Dawson  bu.lt  in  the  war 

business,  was  the  first  stock  e , representative 

of  1812,  rising  to  the  rank  of  colonel.  In  Ibid  ae  1 

of  Ross  county  in  the  Jegislature.  wife  came  from  Berks 

In  the  autumn  of  1<.)0  Conra  fhillicotlie  and  passed  hut 

county,  P«.,  by  w.y  of  Port., non h and  ^'1"  Tte,  uJrf  in 
a single  house  on  their  journey  p ^ ^ ^ west  half 

vicinity  of  Kingston  until  1801,  when  y year  was, 

of  section  eighteen  inColeram  township  chiklbom  in 

born  their  daughter  Elizabeth,  pio  * • ^goi,  from  Hainp- 

the  township.  William  Throckmor  on  children  settled  about 

shire  county,  Va.,  and  lie  and  Ins  wife  « ‘ r0hn  and  Peter,  were 

a mile  west  of  Hallsville.  Two  of  his  ’ , d . ^gOl,  coming 

soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812.  Jacob  Bowslier  wttied  ^ ^ >hundred 
on  horseback  from  Berkshire  coun  } , • 7 P , e(j  and  brouglit 

acres  in  section  two,  and  in  the  This  became  a very 

his  family  to  the  new  home  in  the  wilderness.  of  tbeir 

numerous  and  prominent  family  m the  conl,,  ln  'tj;hree  Vrandsons 
descendants  still  being  residents  of  the 

of  Jacob  Bowsher  were  killed  in  the  war  o _ nd  tw0  years  later 
In  1802  Abraham  Jones  settled  near  Halhvi  , J Aaron, 

his  brother  David  came  to  the  neigh  r 10  • ^ first 

Moses  and  Jabez,  were  soldiers  in  the  war  of  181-, “ ghip.  In 
named  became  enterprising  and  thrifty  fa,rinf^  in  j David,  entered 
April,  1808,  Peter  Jones,  a brother  of ^"h i in  1804,  and 
land  in  Colerain.  Isaac  Lanck  located  wbich  is 

entered  a quarter-section  of  land  m oalt 

now  in  Hocking  county.  f iv  days,  was 

Samuel  Merriman,  one  of  the  noted  charac  iv“r  as  a boat- 

born  at  Lansing,  Pa.,  in  1789.  He  of  frontiersmen, 

man  for  twenty  years,  and  was  typical  of  practice  lie 

always  ready  for  a “scrimmage  on  provocation.  B P fectly 
acquired  the  ability  to  imitate  the  scream  of  the  £ it>  and 

that  even  the  most  experienced  hunters  were  o c , . (^0ierain  in 
he  was  known  as  the  “wild  cat  squealer.  He  located 
1818  and  lived  to  a ripe  old  age.  Pa.,  in 

Peter  Dunun  came  with  his  family  from  Ber  ~s  „ He 

1805,  and  located  in  what  is  known  as  ‘‘Bnmstone  in 

had  a numerous  family,  and  many  of  lus  descen  in  Isaac 

Colerain.  His  son  Peter  was  a soldier  in  the  war  ot  Bunn? 

Dawson’s  company,  and  went  on  the  raid  into  Indiana.  § 

coming  from  Berkeley  county,  Va.,  settled  with  Ins  ami  t Bve> 
one  mile  north  of  Hallsville,  where  some  of  the  fan ^ f his 
Henry  Strauser  settled  in  Brimstone  Hollow  m IcO  . ^ 

descendants  became  prominent  in  civil  affairs  in  later  yeai 
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Betz  family  is  another  of  the  early  established  ones,  and  prominently 
identified  with  the  history  of  the  township.  They  settled  a mile 
north  of  Adelphi  in  1808.  John  Betz  was  among  the  first  to  intro- 
duce sheep  into  the  township. 

Matthias  Engle  was  a man  of  prominence  and  usefulness  in  the 
early  days.  He  served  as  a major  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  afterward 
held  various  offices  in  the  township,  but  died  in  1826.  His  brother 
James,  though  stricken  with  blindness  from  youth,  worked  at  cabinet- 
making. Night  and  day  were  the  same  to  him,  and  it  is  related  that 
he  continued  his  labors  until  late  at  night,  with  unabated  zeal,  the 
neighbors  hearing  the  sound  of  his  hammer  from  a shop  enshrouded 
in  total  darkness. 

Martin  and  Benjamin  Dreisbach,  brothers,  became  residents  of 
Colerain  in  1800,  near  Ilallsville.  Numerous  representatives  of  the 
family  still  live  in  that  vicinity.  Daniel  Goodman  also  settled  in 
1800,  at  Adelphi.  Several  of  his  descendants  live  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  old  parental  home. 

These  were  all  residents  of  the  township  previous  to  1810 ; and  to 
this  list  may  be  added  the  following  names,  as  comparatively  early 
settlers,  whose  descendants  are  mostly  residents  of  the  territory  where 
their  ancestors  settled  in  the  pioneer  days,  or  of  the  adjacent  town- 
ships: The  Pontius  family;  William  Roberts  family;  Abram  Cry- 

der ; Archibald  Shaw ; J olm  Patterson  ; J esse  Spencer  (for  many 
years  in  charge  of  the  Chillicothe  land  office)  ; Jacob  DeLong;  John 
Ebert;  Jacob  Harpster ; Joseph  Poland;  Peter  Markel;  Ambrose 
Grafton  ; J olm  May ; George  Flanagan  ; J olm  Beach  ; Peter  Strauser ; 
John  Abernathy  and  Frederick  Haynes.  Joseph  Buch waiter,  who 
came  in  1812,  was  joined  by  his  brother  Abraham  in  1819.  They 
and  their  sons  and  grandsons  have  been  valued  citizens  of  the  county, 
and  the  family  has  prominence  in  the  State. 

The  experiences  of  the  early  settlers  were  similar,  regardless  of 
locality,  and,  to  some  extent,  without  regard  to  wealth.  Necessaries 
of  life,  as  we  of  later  generations  class  them,  were  not  to  be  procured, 
by  reason  of  the  great  distance  to  be  traveled,  and  hazards  encoun- 
tered in  reaching  the  older  settlements.  The  forest  supplied  the 
meats,  for  the  most  part,  as  it  did,  also,  the  fruits  and  sugar.  Coffee 
and  tea  were  luxuries  seldom  used.  Colonel  McDonald,  in  his  admir- 
able “Sketches,”  says  that  he  saw  the  first  cup  of  tea  at  the  house  of 
General  Massie,  thought  its  use  very  foolish  business,  and  still  re- 
mained of  that  opinion,  though  his  sketches  were  written  many  years 
after  the  event  described.  This  is  cited  to  show  the  simple  fare  which 
satisfied  the  demands  of  the  times.  A dinner  of  com  bread  alone,  or 
of  meat  without  bread,  was  a common  repast.  Often  the  corn  was 
pounded  on  a stone,  or  in  a mortar,  and  thus  prepared  for  cooking 
before  the  open  fireplace,  and  no  doubt  there  are  those  living  today 
who  remember  the  relish  with  which  they  devoured  grandmother’s 
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“Done.”  Potatoes  were  easily  raised,  but  had  not  ^eome  abouse- 
hold  necessity  as  now.  Maple  sugar  and  syrup  were  am  « ^ake” 

■with  wooden  pins,  or,  in  the  absence  o ’ covered  with 

opening;  if  a window  was  provided  ' of  tbe  cabin  were 

mixed  in  the  “mortal-”  to  prevent  its  falling  out.  The  Jimney  w 
usually  the  most  liberal  arrangement  on  the  premises . an,  * f & lit 
nearly  the  entire  end  of  the  cabin.  It  was  * £ 

sticks  liberally  plastered  with  mud  to  prevent  their  ^ fi  fhere 

the  heat  of  the  tremendous  “logheap”  ^’7  \e\elved  before  the 
was  no  scarcity  of  fuel,  as  the  timber  ha^  to  te  remove^  Jn 

land  could  be  cultivated,  and  the  ogs  w ic  ..  . together  in  great 
making  rails,  or  construing  ""I'Srf  skills, 

heaps  and  consumed  on  the  ground.  . i1imber  as  devised 

and  various  other  appliances  for  manufacturing  li  , worked 
by  the  ingenious  pioneers,  the  best  of  the  tnnbe 

lnA“fulf  dress”  suit  in  those  days  consisted  of  liuckskm^over^flax 
shirt,  and  moccasins  for  the  feet,  the  latter  ^ These 

by  a sole  of  stiff  leather  fastened  on  with  buckskin  ^ 

were  all  the  product  of  home  industry,  even  to  the 
scutching,  spinning,  weaving  and  makmg.  of  the  flaxen  welcome 

The  pioneer  shoemaker,  gunsmith  and  blacks  . school 

adjuncts  of  the  early  settlements,  as  were,  also,  the  bac  ^ gub. 

masters  and  preachers.  The  first  schools  were  con  uc  «tbree 

scription  plan,  and  usually  embraced  only  the  rudiments, of  the  W 
R’s.”  The  “master”  taught  twenty-two  days  for  a month, ^ ^ 

of  about  eight  dollars  per  month,  and  “boarded  aroun  - 
oftener  selected  because  of  his  muscular  development  tha 
of  his  literary  attainments,  though  both  were  cons.dered  essenum  ^ 

complete  success.  The  unruly  boys  of  pioneer  days  , “bar- 

mischief,  and  happy  indeed  was  the  schoolmaster  w o e P 
ring-out,”  for  a treat,  on  holidays.  Should  the  master  arnve  in 
morning  before  a sufficient  number  of.  the  bclligeren  , over 

scene  of  hostilities,  they  would  smoke  him  out  by  placing  kick 

the  chimney.  The  school  “furniture”  was  in  keeping  with  that  w 
adorned  the  homes  of  the  scholars,  entirely  home  made,  an 
variety  created  for  utility  rather  than  beauty.  The  des  'S  we 
cheons,  or  at  best,  planks,  resting  on  wooden  pins  driven  m . 

holes  in  the  logs  of  the  wall.  These  -were  bored  at  an  angle  o 
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thirty  degrees.  Fronting  the  desks  were  stationary  seats  made  of 
slabs  or  puncheons,  with  flaring  legs  of  wooden  pins,  and  these  were 
made  high  enough  to  accommodate  the  largest  pupils,  while  tHe 
smaller  ones  sat  with  their  feet  dangling  in  mid-air.  Usually  there 
was  no  floor  in  the  schoolhouse,  and  globes  and  outline  maps  were 
unknown  to  the  pupils,  and  a mystery  to  the  masters.  The  “text 
books”  comprised  Dabol’s  arithmetic,  and  Webster’s  elementary  spell- 
ing book.  These  covered  the  curriculum  of  reading  and  spelling, 
mathematics,  language  and  literature,  history  and  science.  The 
ancient  “pot  hooks,”  more  difficult  to  form  than  any  letter  in  the 
alphabet,  comprised  the  first  lessons  in  writing,  but  were  never  heard 
of  afterward.  There  was  no  system  by  which  these  characters  were 
made,  hence  each  “master”  had  a “system”  of  his  own.  Sundry  box- 
ing of  ears  and  other  barbarous  punishments  often  followed  the  schol- 
ars’ futile  efforts  at  imitating  these  useless  hieroglyphics.  And  yet 
we  must  credit  the  pioneer  schools  with  producing  a class  of  plain  and 
neat  writers,  a feature  very  noticeable,  and  often  commented  upon, 
in  the  reading  of  ancient,  documents.  It  is  equally  true  that  most  of 
the  students  of  those  early  days  were  excellent  spellers,  according  to 
the  rules  then  in  vogue.  But  the  primitive  schools  of  pioneer  days 
have  long  since  been  succeeded  by  the  excellent  school  system  so 
wisely  provided  for,  in  part  at  least,  by  the  reservation  of  a portion 
of  the  public  domain  for  that  purpose. 

Adelphi,  originally  spelled  “Adelphia,”  is  the  principal  town  in 
Colerain  township.  It  is  located  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  town- 
ship and  county.  The  town  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  by  Gen. 
Nathaniel  Massie  for  Reuben  and  Henry  Abrams,  who  entered  the 
east  half  of  section  one  on  the  16th  of  April,  1804.  The  town  was 
laid  out  the  same  year.  Reuben  Abrams  was  one  of  the  colony  that 
settled  Chillicothe  in  1706.  The  town  is  pleasantly  located  on  an 
elevated  table  land,  comparatively  level,  about  midway  between  the 
Salt  Creek  valley,  which  lies  to  the  north  and  east,  and  the  adjoining 
uplands  to  the  west  and  south.  In  1804  there  were  but  one  or  two 
small  clearings  in  the  forest,  but  each  year  after  the  to\yn  was  estab- 
lished some  settlers  were  attracted  to  it.  While  Adelphi  had  no  phe- 
nomenal growth,  its  progress  was  steady  and  substantial.  The 
population  has  been  nearly  stationary  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
increase  in  that  direction  being  retarded  to  some  extent  by  the  advent 
of  railroads  in  near-by  towns.  Adelphi  was  incorporated  by  act  of 
the  State  legislature  in  1838.  The  first  officers  elected  under  the  new 
regime  were  James  Hall,  mayor;  John  Patterson,  Abraham  Cartlich, 
John  A.  Smith,  William  Hugh,  and  Peter  Marker,  councilmen;  John 
Lewis,  recorder;  John  Fowler,  treasurer,  and  Amos  Howell,  marshal. 

One  of  the  early  justices  of  the  peace  in  Colerain  township  was  Col. 
Isaac  Dawson,  probably  installed  in  1804,  and  on  January  12th  of 
that  year  he  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Alex  Cowgle  and  Mary  Crow, 
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the  first  marriage  in  the  township  of  which  we  have  any  record. 
George  Will  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1806,  and  re'e^ect^  b 
1809  and  1812.  James  Webster  was  a justice  in  1807,  and  Jacob 
Larick  served  a term  beginning  in  July,  1808.  Benjamin  i 

i.  WOO  „d  1812.  Jokn  f ~ 

nified  with  the  honors  of  the  office  two  terms,  elected  in  1808  ana 
1 81 1 

The  first  white  child  horn  in  Adelphi  was  Israel  Zimmerman, 
December  12, 1804 ; hut  his  sister  Hannah  was  born  in  ^ Tf  a child 
ship  in  April,  1802.  The  earliest  recorded  death  is  th^  of  a c 
named  Joseph  Engle,  July,  1807  His  grave 
cemetery,  marked  with  a plain  sandstone  slab,  evidently  taken  fro 

the  bed  of  some  near-by  creek.  . , . j 

The  first  mills  were  established  outside  of  Colerain  township. 

1797  Henrv  Zimmerman  started  a corncracker  and  saw  mill 

fork  near  its  junction  with  Salt  creek,  just  over  the  line  in  P*c  7 

county.  About  the  same  time  William  McCoy  built  a gri 

Green  township,  on  the  Kinnickinnick.  This  was  locally  known  as 
Crouse’s  mill.  Some  years  later  a mill  was  erected  on  Laurel  creek  y 
Anthony  Swinehart.  Though  inexpensive  in  construction,  these 
earlv  mills  relieved  the  settlers  of  a vast  amount  of  labor  and  PerPj® 
ity.  ” The  “pounding  stone”  and  primitive  mortar  and  pestle  we 
relegated  to  the  back  yard,  while  the  quality  of  the  prepared  materia 
was  much  improved.  Colonel  Dawson,  who  erected  a saw  ml 
section  eight,  about.  1805,  took  a step  in  advance,  and  built  a gris 
mill  near  bv,  which,  a few  years  later,  was  changed  into  a woolen  mm,  # 
where  woolen  blankets  of  excellent  quality  were  woven,  as  well  as 
goods  of  finer  texture.  This  proved  a real  blessing  to  the  people.  J- 
1805  Jacob  Larick  established  the  first  tannery  m “Brimstone  Hoi 
low,”  just  south  of  Adelphi.  . 

There  are  men  now  living  who  well  remember  that  on  all  occasion 
of  public  assemblages  of  the  people,  whiskey  was  a commercia  Pr0 
uct  which  always  “passed  at  par.”  It  invaded  the  homes  o 
classes.  Even  the  ministers  received  it  in  exchange  for  their  e 01 
toward  ameliorating  the  spiritual  condition  of  mankind.  ,er®  wa 
no  market  forxthe  surplus  grain,  hence  the  introduction  of  a dis  1 
in  the  community  met  with  approval.  J acob  Xarschner  1116  * 

demand  in  the  erection  of  the  first  distillery.  He  came  from  elVS 
county,  Pa.,  bringing  his  still  with  him,  and  set  it  at  work  in  Co  eram 
township  in  1807.  But  it  was  not  many  years  later  until  the  s l s 
were  about  as  numerous  as  the  farms.  Their  product  always  p *Ye 
an  important  part  at  log-rollings,  house-raisings,  flax  pullings, 
“shucking”  bees,  elections,  training  days,  as  well  as  in  the  homes  an 
in  the  daily  labors  of  the  farms.  However,  there  were  temperance 
men  in  those  days,  and  we  are  informed  that  Martin  Dreisbach  was 
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the  first  in  the  community  to  withhold  the  “invigorator”  from  his 
laborers  in  the  field. 

Adelphi  has  progressed  along  social  and  literary  lines,  as  well  as 
in  the  affairs  of  general  business.  A lodge  of  Odd-Fellows  was 
organized  in  July,  1S48;  the  first  newspaper,  under  the  title  of  the 
“Adelphi  Border  News,”  was  established  January  1,  1879,  by  D.  F. 
Shriner.  This  paper  is  still  in  existence,  its  present  editor  being 
Hugh  F.  Egan.  The  town  boasts  of  an  excellent  school,  in  which  the 
patrons  take  great  interest.  For  many  years  it  was  taught  by  Isaac 
M.  Jordan,  now  the  clerk  of  Ross  county. 

For  many  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  township,  religious 
exercises  were  conducted  by  the  traveling  ministers,  of  various  denom- 
inations, usually  at  private  houses,  or  in  the  school  houses  of  the  town- 
ship. The  first  religious  organization  in  Adelphi  was  that  of  the 
Lutheran  church  in  1810.  The  Presbyterians,  assisted  by  a new 
society  of  Lutherans,  organized,  and  erected  a quite  pretentious 
church  in  1834.  This  organization  has  long  since  passed  out  of 
existence.  The  New  Society  of  Lutherans,  differing  somewhat  from 
the  old  society  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  social  life  of  its  members, 
flourished  for  a time,  but  also  abandoned  its  organization. 

The  German  Reformed  church  was  organized  about  1844,  absorb- 
ing most  of  the  members  of  the  defunct  Presbyterian  church,  and  has 
since  been  prosperous  and  successful.  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  effected  an  organization  about  1820,  and  their  first  church 
building  was  erected  within  one  week  from  the  time  of  cutting  the 
first  log.  It  was  situated  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Market  and 
High  streets.  This  was  vacated  in  1858,  on  completion  of  a much 
larger  edifice  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Main  and  Dawson  streets. 
The  society  has  been  prosperous,  and  has  stood  at  the  head  of  religious 
organizations  in  the  town  and  township,  speaking  in  a numerical 
sense,  for  many  years. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Hallsville,  the  first  house  of  worship  was  erected 
for  a prn  ate  residence,  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  nine.  The 
walls  of  this  primitive  cottage  resounded  with  the  eloquence  of  such 
men  as  Peter  Cartwright  and  David  Young.  In  1815  a famous 
campmeeting  was  held  just  north  of  Hallsville,  at  which  great  relig- 
ious enthusiasm  was  manifested,  resulting  in  large  accessions  to  the 
churches.  It  is  said  that  of  the  great  assemblage  of  people,  some 
came  from  Kentucky.  The  present  church  at  Hallsville  was  erected 
in  1844,  through  the  united  efforts  of  the  Evangelical  Association 
and  the  Methodists  who  occupied  it,  jointly,  until  1874,  when  the 
former  association  sold  their  interests  to  the  United  Brethren.  The 
Swamp  church  near  the  center  of  the  township  was  erected  jointly 
bv  the  United  Brethren  and  German  Reformed  societies,  though  prac- 
tically a union  church,  free  to  all  worshipping  people.  This  building 
was  erected,  and  congregations  organized,  about  1845.  In  1859 
another  and  larger  church  was  built  north  of  the  old  one,  though  not 
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far  distant.  This  flourished  for  many  years.  But  deaths,  removals, 
waning  interest,  and  the  encroachments  of  the  village  churches  at  last 
caused  the  discontinuance  of  regular  services.  , , 

The  Pine  Grove  church  was  organized  about  18<1,  at  the  heaa  ot 
Pike  run,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Colerain  township.  The  United 
Brethren  were  the  founders.  The  first  cemetery  in  Colerain  town- 
ship was  established  in  connection  with  the  Lutheran  church,  on  Con- 
cord street,  in  Adelphi.  Interments  were  made  there  as  early  as 
1807.  There  is  also  an  ancient  cemetery  near  Hallsville  where  J acoD 
Strauser  was  buried  in  1811.  Two  other  small  cemeteries  were  estab- 
lished in  Adelphi  at  different  times,  but  these  have  been  superseded 
by  a large  and  well-kept  public  burial  place  located  outside  of  the 

^Colerain  is  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and  prosperous  townships  m 
Ross  county.  Agriculture  being  the  principal  industry,  and  in  fact 
almost  the  exclusive  occupation  of  the  people,  it  has  received  careful 
and  thoughtful  attention,  and  the  farms  are  equipped  for  the  varied 
branches  of  agricultural  pursuits,  including  extensive  stock-raising 
and  fruit-growing.  Early  attention  was  given  to  the  introduction  oi 
improved  strains  of  domestic  animals,  and  this  lias  proved  a source 
of  pleasure  and  profit.  The  well-tilled  farms,  with  tlieii  su  stan  la 
residences  of  modern  design,  or  the  old  and  well-built  mansions  o 
more  ancient  days,  together  with  an  occasional  log  house  or  unpre- 
tentious cabin,  all  evince  the  varying  degrees  of  prosperity  attame 
by  their  owners,  and  emphasize  the  fact  that  ‘‘there  is  no  place  i e 
home.”  The  inhabitants  are  a class  of  intelligent,  public-spirited 
people,  who,  in  most  instances,  trace  their  lineage,  with  just  pn  e, 
to  the  founders  of  the  great  republic  whose  perpetuity  they  are  ever 
ready  to  defend.  The  villages  of  Colerain  township,  notwithstanding 
their  isolation  from  railroads,  are  inhabited  by  a class  of  progiessive 
people  where  all  the  varied  interests  of  mercantile  and  mechanic 
life  are  carried  on  successfully,  and  in  accordance  with  the  deman  s 
of  the  agricultural  community  which  they  serve.  In  addition  to  t e 
numerous  religious  and  educational  institutions  previously  men 
tioned,  the  civic  societies  are  also  well  represented,  thus  enhancing 
the  social  interests,  and  contributing  to  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate. 

Hallsville,  a beautiful  little  town  about  five  miles  west  of  Adelpln, 
was  laid  out  June  22,  1837,  by  John  Buchwalter,  Ephraim  Hreisbac  , 
and  Ambrose  Grafton.  Its- first  name  was  Economy,  chosen  by  Mr. 
Buchwalter  because  of  pleasant  memories  of  his  old  Pennsylvania 
home.  But  William  Hall  was  the  first  postmaster,  and  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  office,  the  department  at  Washington  gave  it  the  name 
of  Hallsville.  * By  common  usage,  this  came  to  be  recognized  as  the 
name  of  the  town.  The  first  merchant  there  was  Russell  D.  Rock- 
well, who  brought  his  goods  in  wagons  across  the  mountains.  Hr. 
Kinsey  was  the  first  physician. 
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THIS  township  was  organized  May  10,  1803.  Since  its  organ- 
ization, the  territory  has  been  subdivided,  and  several  town- 
ships, in  whole  or  in  part,  have  been  created  from  territory 
formerly  embraced  within  the  limits  of  Concord.  Deer- 
field was  organized  July  7,  1804,  from  Union  and  Concord;  Twin 
township,  February  20,  1805,  from  territory  originally  embraced  in 
Concord,  Union  and  Paxton ; August  10,  1807,  Concord  contributed 
with  Paxton  in  the  organization  of  Buckskin  township,  and  on  March 
9,  1808,  Paint  township  was  organized  from  Concord,  w’ith  the  addi- 
tion of  a small  portion  from  Paxton,  thus  leaving  the  boundaries  as 
at  present  established. 

Concord  township,  being  located  in  the  Virginia  Military  District, 
was  originally  settled  by  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  and  is  now 
generally  peopled  by  the  descendants  of  those  early  patriots.  The 
farms  average  larger  in  acreage  than  most  others  in  the  county,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  original  grants  covered  large  areas,  and  this  was 
transmitted,  in  many  instances,  without  division.  Open-handed  hos- 
pitality prevails  among  these  worthy  descendants  of  Revolutionary 
sires,  who  are  a class  of  intelligent  and  progressive  citizens,  many  of 
whom  are  highly  cultured  and  intellectual.  Concord  township  is, 
indeed,  a historic  location.  It  was  the  principal  home  of  the  Shawa- 
nee  Indians  in  the  Scioto  valley,  many  years  prior  to  its  exploration 
by  white  men,  and  so  continued  during  the  early  days  of  settlement. 
“Old  Chillicothe,”  on  the  present  site  of  Frankfort,  was  their  princi- 
pal town  in  the  Scioto  country.  At  this  point  the  Indians  massed 
their  warriors  and  marched  out  in  1774  to  fight  the  memorable  battle 
of  Point  Pleasant.  At  this  point  was  also  organized  many  of  the 
forays  against  the  early  Kentucky  settlers ; and  it  was  the  objective 
point  of  Simon  Kenton’s  expedition  under  command  of  Colonel  Tod, 
which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  town,  and  general  dispersion 
of  the  Indians. 

Some  apparently  reliable  accounts  fix  Old  Chillicothe,  or  “Old 
town,”  as  the  point  at  which  Daniel  Boone  was  kept  a prisoner  after 
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his  capture  in  1773,  and  declare  that  five  years  later  j>«  “ 

expedition  which  marched  up  the  Paint  valley  and  dest™y*dJ® 
town.  This  statement  is  discredited  by  some  historians  who  st 
that  the  Chillicothe  on  the  Miami  was  Boone  s objective  point  on  thi 

0CThe°nmurder  of  Capt.  Thomas  Herrod,  an  early  settler  dso 
occurred  on  the  soil  of  Concord  township,  as  did  the  killing  of  Wa 
wil-a-way,  a friendlv  and  harmless  Indian  chief,  who  had  been  a fira 

friend  of  the  whites,  and  had  no  possible  connectionwiththynnrder 

of  Captain  Herrod.  These  events,  which  occurred  in  1803  thre 
the.  community  into  a state  of  turmoil,  and  hurried  the  settlers  into 
places  of  safetv,  in  anticipation  of  an  Indian  attack  which  n 
came.  It  is  generally  believed  that  Captain  Herrod  came  to  his 
death  through  the  jealousy  of  a disappointed  political  opponent,  w 
sought  to  divert  suspicion  from  himself  to  the  Indians,  an 
avoid  punishment  for  his  crime.  Wolff,  the  man  who  kille 
wilawav,  subsequently  made  peace  with  the  sons  of  the  cine  , y 
the  purchase  of  his  life  with  an  indemnity,  thus  being  l*'™*  . 
to  return  from  an  enforced  exile  in  the  wilds  of  Kentucky.  u 
assassin  of  Captain  Herrod  was  never  identified.  The  news  of  tins 
supposed  breach  of  the  Indian  peace  caused  great  excitement  m to 
white  settlements,  the  particulars  of  which  were  briefly  told  in  toe 
Scioto  Gazette.  The  first  article  appeared  May  21,  1803,  under  th 
head:  “Alarm!  Captain  Herrod  Killed  ! Latest  from  the  Indiai 

Outbreak  at  Old  Town"  “This  morning  about  three  o clock,  an 
express  arrived  in  town  from  Old  Chillicothe,  with  information  a 
yesterday  afternoon  Captain  Herrod,  while  at  work  in  his  ne  , a 
been  shot  and  scalped  by  the  Indians,  and  who  was  not  dea  a e 
time  he  was  discovered  by  his  family,  hut  was  able  to  relate  some  ol 
the  circumstances,  and  died  soon  after,  having  had  two  balls  througn 
liis  head.  A body  of  upwards  of  forty  Shawanees  from  Sandus  y 
had  been  for  several  days  lurking  between  Westfall  and  that  settle- 
ment, and  who,  immediately  after  the  murder,  went  to  the  PJairl^j 
drove  the  horses  over  the  creek,  took  as  many  as  they  wanted,  an 
made  off.  On  the  alarm  being  given,  the  citizens  of  this  town  im™^- 
diatelv  turned  out  a company  of  volunteers,  who  left  about  daylight. 
The  alarm  through  the  country  being  general,  we  hope  to  give  a g 


account  of  them  in  our  next.” 

In  the  next  issue  of  the  Gazette,  May  28th,  it  was  stated  that  doubt 
was  felt  as  to  the  murder  of  Captain  Herrod  having  been  committed 
by  the  Indians,  and  that  it  was,  more  probably,  the  work  of  a white, 
who  did  the  scalping  to  throw  suspicion  on  the  Indians.  An  account 
was  also  given  of  what  happened  on  May  23,  two  days  after  the  death 
of  Captain  Herrod.  “Mr.  Wolff,  living  a short  distance  from  Old 
Chillicothe,  apprehending  that  some  disagreeable  consequence  might 
come  from  the  death  of  Captain  Herrod,  took  with  him  Mr.  Williams, 
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Mr.  Ferguson  and  two  lads,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  up  his  cattle 
from  the  prairie ; they  had  not  been  long  on  the  search,  when  they  dis- 
covered an  Indian  coming  toward  them — they  soon  met — after  some 
conversation,  Wolff  introduced  the  subject  of  the  murder  of  Captain 
Herrod;  the  Indian  appeared  alarmed,  and  was  moving  off;  some 
suspicions  arising  with  Wolff  and  Williams  that  he  was  intent  on  mis- 
chief, agreed  to  fire  on  him ; they  rode  up,  Wolff  shot  and  the  Indian 
fell,  but  instantly  rising  he  shot  in  turn  at  Williams  and  he  fell,  the 
ball  passing  through  his  body.  Wolff  and  the  Indian  clinched,  each 
having  a knife ; fortunately  for  Wolff,  one  of  the  lads  coming  to  his 
assistance,  the  Indian  retreated  about  two  hundred  yards,  where  he 
was  found  dead  the  next  day.  Williams  died  the  same  night,  but 
Wolff,  though  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh  by  a stab  with  a knife, 
will  recover.” 

The  various  Indian  tribes,  through  their  chiefs,  disclaimed  in  vehe- 
ment language,  any  connection  with,  or  knowledge  of,  the  murder  of 
Captain  Herrod,  and  their  interesting  letters,  published  in  the 
Gazette  at  the  time,  show  great  respect  and  friendship  for  their  pale- 
faced  brethren.  The  unhappy  difficulty  into  which  David  Wolff  had 
gotten  himself  in  killing  Wawwilaway,  was  finally  settled  according 
to  the  Indian  idea  of  redressing  wrongs,  in  the  manner  described  in 
the  Scioto  Gazette:  “We  are  authorized  to  inform  the  public  that 

the  difference  between  David  Wolff  and  the  Indians  is  amicably  set- 
tled. On  the  20th  [May]  Major  Manary  and  Capt.  Joseph  McCoy, 
with  about  twenty  citizens  of  Ross  county,  met  the  Indians  near  the 
Old  Town,  in  order  to  heal  that  unhappy  breach  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Wawwilaway.  The  Indians  observed  that  they  had  been 
informed  that  Wolff  had  manifested  a desire  to  bury  the  tomahawk, 
and  that  he  was  willing  to  give  something  in  testimony  of  his  friendly 
intentions.  Wolff  presented  them  with  a horse  and  a rifle.  The 
Indians  accepted  the  presents,  then  took  him  by  the  hand  and 
addressed  him — ‘Brother,  we  receive  your  presents,  not  as  the  price 
of  our  brother’s  blood,  but  as  a token  of  your  sincerity,  and  testimony 
of  friendship.  We  now  adopt  and  receive  you,  in  the  place  of  our 
brother,  Wawwilaway — (he  then  pointed  to  that  glorious  luminary 
of  heaven  whose  cheerful  rays  give  animation  to  the  world)  and  then 
proceeded  thus : So  long  as  the  great  spirit,  who  presides  over  the 

earth,  shall  manifest  through  that  glorious  orb,  we  will  bury  all 
former  animosities  in  the  dark  and  silent  grave  of  forgetfulness. 
Wolff  embraced  them  as  his  brethren,  and  promised  fidelity  and 
friendship.” 

Concord  township  is  traversed  by  the  north  fork  of  Paint  creek,  a 
stream  of  considerable  size,  on  each  side  of  which  are  broad,  level 
tracts  of  land  of  the  rich  black  loam  variety,  which  is  exceptionally 
fertile  as  corn  land.  The  hills,  which  at  some  points  confine  the  bot- 
tom lands  to  narrow  limits,  and  at  others  reach  back  beyond  the  town- 
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ship  boundaries,  are  picturesquely  beautiful  with  their  settings  of 
wooded  belts  and  diversified  surface.  The  terrace  lands,  and  even 
most  of  the  hillsides,  are  strong  and  fertile  clay  soil,  which  yield 
abundant  returns  under  proper  cultivation.  Being  abundantly 
watered  from  the  many  springs  which  abound,  these  lands  are  espe- 
cially valuable  for  grazing  purposes,  the  stock-raising  industry  being 
a source  of  profit  as  well  as  pleasure.  The  principal  streams  which 
are  large  enough  to  be  dignified  with  names  are,  from  the  south,  Ber- 
rod’s  creek,  Whetstone  creek,  and  Little  Xorth  fork;  and  from  the 
north,  Waugh’s  run  or  Hay  creek,  Oldtown  run,  and  Carey  s creek. 
These,  with  many  spring  branches  or  runs,  constitute  the  drainage  o 
the  township,  as  well  as  the  water  supply.  With  the  advantages 
before  enumerated,  it  is  not  strange  that  a large  majority  0 1 ® 
farmers  are  extensively  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  and  many  o 
them  feed  the  entire  grain  product  of  their  farms  to  stock,  reared  by 
themselves,  while  others  are  buyers  and  shippers.  The  yearly  grow 
of  this  industry  is  a feature  which  distinguishes  the  township  from  a 


really  agricultural  community. 

Extensive  fruit-growing  is  another  profitable  industry  which  com- 
mands large  investment  and  correspondingly  large  returns.  There 
are  those  who  have  kept  abreast  of  the  onward  march  of  horticultura 
science,  and  in  the  scientific  propagation  and  culture  of  the  varieties 
best  adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  have  realized  abundant  returns. 

Concord  township,  like  the  entire  area  of  the  Scioto  and  Paint  va  - 
leys,  is  rich  in  relics  of  the  prehistoric  period.  On  many  farms  are 
still  to  be  found  well-preserved  mounds  belonging  to  some  of  the  vari- 
ous classes  described  in  the  chapter  on  Boss  County  Antiquities.  But 
many  others,  less  pretentious  in  character,  have  been  leveled  and 
obliterated  by  the  successive  plowings  of  a hundred  years.  The 
inquiring  investigation  has  revealed  some  interesting  relics  in  explor- 
ing these  mounds,  and  valuable  collections  of  curios  have  been  pre- 
served. Three  of  the  various  kinds  generally  found  have  been 
explored  in  Concord,  viz. : Sepulchral,  Temple  and  Mounds  of 

Observation.  There  is  a defensive  mound  within  the  limits  of  the 
town  of  Frankfort,  which  originally  enclosed  about  fifteen  acres,  and 
was  connected  with  another  one  of  similar  dimensions  in  the  same 
field.  Vestiges  of  these  still  remain,  and  are  the  most  interesting 
relics  of  the  prehistoric  period  in  that  locality. 

Traditional  history  at  best  is  unreliable,  but  becomes  especially  so 
when  transmitted  to  the  third  or  fourth  generation.  INo  written  rec- 
ord exists  as  to  the  first  settler  in  Concord  township ; neither  have  we 
the  names  of  all  of  the  first  officers  of  the  township.  Herewith  is- 
presented  the  names  of  some  of  the  earliest  settlers,  early  business 
men,  and  officials:  About  the  year  1706,  a man  named  Popejay  kept 

a small  tavern  north  of  Oldtown,  where  the  land  seekers  could  be* 
accommodated  with  food  and  shelter.  It  is  also  related  that  this  was- 
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often  the  scene  of  disorderly  carousals,  where  both  blood  and  whiskey 
flowed  freely.  About  1800,  Hendrick  Roseboom  built  a house  which 
became  “The  Indian  Queen”  tavern,  and  was  operated  as  such  by 
Roseboom  and  Samuel  Devault.  Andrew  Ten  Eyck  lateij  succeeded 
to  the  proprietorship  of  “The  Indian  Queen,”  and  operated  it  for 
many  years.  In  1799,  James  and  Michael  Bush  came  from  Virginia 
and  put  up  a mill  and  distillery  near  the  site  of  the  old  Union  church. 
This  being  the  first  test  of  the  -water  power  at  that  location,  it  was 
found  to  be  insufficient,  and  the  mill  was  moved  to  a more  favorable 
point,  where  it  continued  to  do  good  service  for  many  years  in  grind- 
ing grain  and  sawing  lumber.  The  proprietors  of  the  mill  also  estab- 
lished a general  store,  and  did  a thriving  business.  This  was  one  of 
the  first  mills  in  Concord  township  and  about  the  first  venture  in  gen- 
eral merchandising.  Jacob  Dehart  built  a mill  on  an  island  in  the 
North  fork  soon  after  the  Bush  mill  was  established.  This  was  later 
known  as  the  Haynes  mill  and  was  operated  by  William  M.  Haynes 
until  quite  recently.  John  McNeil  and  Isaac  Pancake  established 
the  first  general  store,  in  1808. 

Capt.  Robert  Hoddy  came  to  the  Scioto  valley  with  his  father’s 
family  in  1796  from  Harper’s  Ferry,  Va.  Richard  Hoddy — father 
of  Robert — was  a Revolutionary  soldier.  Chillicothe  boasted  of  but 
one  cabin  when  Richard  Hoddy  landed  there.  Two  thousand 
Indians,  from  Oldtown,  were  encamped  on  the  bank  of  the  Scioto, 
where  the  upper  bridge  now  spans  the  river.  Richard  Hoddy  entered 
five  hundred  acres  of  land  on  Paint  creek,  four  miles  below  Oldtown, 
and  there  erected  the  first  grist-mill  and  saw-mill  in  the  valley.  He 
died  on  his  farm  in  1830.  On  the  death  of  his  father  Captain  Hoddy 
succeeded  to  the  business,  and  added  a distillery  to  the  diversified 
milling  interests,  though  it  is  understood  that  the  distillery  business 
was  taken  up  many  years  before  the  father's  death,  since  it  is  men- 
tioned in  the  “Pioneer  Record  of  Ross  County”  as  the  “first  distillery 
in  the  valley.”  Captain  Hoddy  served  as  adjutant  under  Col.  Will- 
iam Clark  during  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  also  commander  of  the 
post  where  British  prisoners  were  confined  after  the  war,  holding 
that  position  until  they  were  released.  In  civil  life,  he  served  as  land 
appraiser,  assessor  and  tax-collector  of  Concord  township ; and  in 
ever)’  phase  of  his  eventful  life  he  deported  himself  and  discharged 
his  varied  duties  with  great  honor  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his 
constituency.  Captain  Hoddy  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter 
Putnam,  who  was  also  a very  early  settler  of  the  Paint  creek  valley, 
coming  from  Hampshire  county,  Va.,  in  1809.  Peter  Putnam  was 
a lineal  descendant  of  the  same  stock  which  furnished  us  such  men  as 
Gens.  Israel  and  Rufus  Putnam.  Both  the  Hoddy  and  Putnam 
families  have  many  descendants  in  Ross  county  at  the  present  day. 

Col.  A.  Hegler  -was  a commander  of  the  militia  in  1812  and  an 
early  resident  of  Concord.  He  served  two  terms  in  the  State  legis- 
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lature.  A blockhouse  was  located  on  William  Cochran  s fara>  *e 
necessity  for  which  would  prove  him  a very  early  settler.  Kev. 
Nathan  Carev  was  the  first  Baptist  preacher  in  the  township,  he 
Wells  accompanied  his  father’s  family  from  Kentucky  in  1*99,  ana 
located  in  the  Scioto  valley  in  1800.  He  served  fifteen  years  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  Concord  township.  Thomas  Somerset 
from  Kentucky  in  1796,  and  died  in  Frankfort  in  1834.  He  se'wed 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  his  son  Henry  was  a soldier  from 
Concord  in  the  war  of  1812.  Their  numerous  posterity  still  live,  for 

the  most  part.,  in  Ross  county.  . . . . 

The  following  names  are  among  the  list  of  patriots  who  respon 
to  the  call  to  arms  during  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain,  all  being 
residents  of  Concord  at  the  time  of  enlistment,  or  returning  and 
ing  homes  there  immediately  after  peace  was  declared : David  iuaa- 

dox,  Thomas  Robinson,  Levi  Cargold,  John  King,  Elihu  i“’ 
Ephraim  Watson,  James  Dennison,  Richard  Donahue^ David  Dooley, 
Stephen  Cory,  Nicholas  DeBolt,  C.  McElroy,  M.  Emmitt,  Joseph 
Morse,  George  Vinsant,  Daniel  and  Jacob  Sliob,  and  n 


Cochran.  . £ , - ___ 

William  V.  Vinsant  served  twelve  years  as  a justice  of  the  peace 
in  the  early  days  of  Concord.  John  McNeil  came  to  the  township 
in  1798,  and  located  on  a farm  near  Frankfort  His  descen  an 
still  occupy  the  land  just  north  of  the  town.  Samuel  and  Joseph 
Briggs  came  from  Virginia  also  in  1798,  and  located  on  the  ±'0T 
fork,  near  the  mouth  of  Herrod’s  creek,  where  the  family  name  is  s i 
maintained.  James  and  Michael  Bush,  before  mentioned,  se 
near  the  Briggs  family,  on  land  still  held  by  their  descen  an 
Stephen  and  Nathan  Carey  came  from  Virginia  between  1<9<  anci 
1800,  and  settled  about  a mile  and  a half  east  of  Frankfort,  where  tn 
family  name  is  still  perpetuated.  Samuel  Wiley,  R.  Stewa  , • 

Sutherland  and  Francis  Wells  (father  of  Felix)  were  early  se  er 
in  the  vicinitv  of  Oldtown. 

Frederick  Besley,  a noted  Indian  spy,  and  hero  of  three  wars,  was 
an  eccf^itric  hermit  who  ended  his  days  in  Concord  townships.  hr 
ing  his  career  he  was  often  in  the  company  of  Iventon,  Boone,  0 , 
Boggs,  Slover,  Hughes  and  Wetzel.  He  was  three  times  taken  pris 
oner  by  the  Indians,  of  whom  lie  had  killed  nearly  a hundred,  dui hng 
this  life  on  the  frontier,  and  three  times  “run  the  gauntlet.  18 
military  services  were  conspicuous,  having  been  a soldier  in  Bor 
Dunmore’s  expedition,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  the  Indian 
war  of  1791.  He  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years. 

Andrew  Cochran  came  from  Pennsylvania  in  1802,  and  sett  c 
near  the  Deerfield  line.  Luke  Welkins  came  from  Maryland  in. 
1815,  and  settled  in  the  same  neighborhood  with  Andrew  Cochran, 
where  his  descendants  still  live.  Nimrod  Wolf,  Joseph  Walls,  Sam- 
uel and  Martin  Powers,  and  James  Shepard  were  among  the  pioneers 
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of  the  first  ten  vears.  Jacob  Fisher  located  in  the  township  in  1800. 
Adam  Mallow  and  his  son  Adam  came  from  Virginia  in  1806,  and 
some  of  their  posterity  still  live  in  the  neighborhood  of  Herrod’s 
creek,  near  the  North  Fork.  Dr.  D.  A.  Miller  was  a surgeon  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  under  Gen.  Rufus  Putnam,  and  witnessed  the 
battles  of  Brandywine  and  Cowpens.  His  grandson,  Daniel  A. 
Miller,  was  an  early  settler  of  Concord,  and  lived  for  many  years  at 
Roxabel.  He  was  a successful  physician.  Jesse  P.  Shepard  was 
an  early  merchant,  and  a representative  from  Ross  county  in  the 
State  legislature. 

Frankfort  is  the  principal  town  in  Concord  township,  and  the 
fourth  as  regards  population  in  Ross  county.  It  was  laid  out  in 
1816  by  John  McNeil,  who  owned  much  of  the  land  where  the  town 
now  stands.  Until  1827,  the  town  was  given  its  Indian  name  of 
Chillicothe  Oldtown,  but  on  the  incorporation  of  the  village  by  the 
legislature  in  the  year  last  named,  the  name  was  changed  to  Frank- 
fort. The  postoffice  was  established  early  in  the  century.  The  first 
town  election  was  held  in  April,  1827,  resulting  in  the  choice  of  Will- 
iam Staggs  for  mayor,  and  John  M.  Wisehart  for  recorder. 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  North  Fork  settlement,  religious  serv- 
ices were  held  at  different  residences  by  visiting  clergymen  and  lay 
preachers  of  different  denominations;  but  no  regularly  established 
church  existed  until  1800,  when  Peter  Sperry  and  Rev.  Nathan 
Corey  organized  a Baptist  church.  They  personally  assisted  in 
building  a log  house  to  be  devoted  to  the  service  of  God.  It  stood 
one  mile  east  of  Oldtown,  where  the  first  burial  ground  was  estab- 
lished, which  is  still  known  as  the  Baptist  cemetery.  In  1827,  the 
congregation  erected  a brick  church  in  Frankfort  where  they  wor- 
shipped until  about  1860,  when  the  membership  was  transferred  to 
Roxabel,  where  the  church  organization  has  since  been  maintained. 

Services  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Concord  township 
date  from  about  the  year  1803,  at  which  time  the  Deer  Creek  circuit 
was  formed,  embracing  Frankfort,  Clarksburg,  Boumeville  and 
Salem.  The  first  meetings  were  held  at  the  house  of  James  Shepard, 
and  later  at  the  home  of  John  McNeil.  In  1840,  Concord  circuit 
■was  organized,  which  embraced  three  appointments,  besides  Frank- 
fort. A substantial  church  was  erected  in  1853,  and  the  congrega- 
tion has  been  prosperous  from  its  inception  to  the  present  day. 
Numerically  it  is  the  strongest  church  in  the  town.  In  1820,  Thomas 
Somerset,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist  church,  organized  the 
first  Sunday  school  in  Oldtown.  From  that  day  to  this,  the  church 
has  never  been  without  a Sunday  school  organization.  In  the  early 
times  the  church  had  to  rely  upon  traveling  ministers  and  laymen  for 
a great  part  of  the  public  services,  and  many  distinguished  men  have 
thus  occupied  its  pulpits.  Rev.  David  Reed  was  the  first  regular 
11-17 
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pastor,  and  Rev.  Michael  Marley,  the  first  presiding  eWer.  TheMl- 
ored  people  of  Frankfort  and  vicinity  also  maintain  a church  of  tins 

^The  Presbyterians  also  maintain  a strong  and  pTOSiMrous  orgamza- 
tion  in  the  township,  their  missionaries  being  among  th  e fi  re 
the  community  in  the  interests  ofchrisUamty.  The  Concord  chu 
was  organized  June  23,  1805,  with  John  McConnell,  Wdliam  A 
son  and  John  McLean  as  ruling  elders.  In  October ^of  the  sam  J ^ 
Eev.  Robert  B.  Dobbins  was  installed  as  the  first  past  , 
Presbyterians  were  among  the  first  to  establish  a chu 
christianizing  influences,  in  the  wilderness.  This  orga“  reas0n 
tinned  with  varying  degrees  of  success  for  many  years , but  byj^on 
of  deaths,  removals  and  other  causes,  it  has  '' aned  y y 

support  a regular  pastor.  A Presbytenan  church  wa 
Frankfort  in  1836,  Robert  Stewart  and  Robert  C.  ®alb™  . J* ^ 
the  active  movers  in  the  matter.  A building  was  erected 
at  the  expense  of  these  zealous  workers,  and  when. f 
the  work  was  abandoned  for  several  years  though  finally  tempor£ 
ily  furnished,  while  still  in  an  uncompleted  condition,  be 
were  held,  irregularly,  for  several  years,  when  the  movement  was 
abandoned  and  the  building  sold.  In  1850,  Rev.  John 
famous  anti-slavery  prophet,  organized  a church  at  Frankf  „ 

the  auspices  of  the  “Free  Presbyterian  Synod  of  the  United  State* 
Numerically  the  organization  was  weak,  but  very  strong  in  8 
fervor.  William  Ross  was  elected  ruling  elder,  and  Rev.  A.  ^ 
kin,  son  of  tbe  founder,  was  installed  as  the  first  pastor, 
earlv  sixties,  tbe  creed  of  tbe  church  was  modified  in  con  ormi  y 
the  New  School  Presbytery  of  Ripley,  where  it  remained  ™itil  m 
fusion  of  the  two  schools  brought  it  into  the  Presbytery  ol 
cothe.  Rev.  R.  C,  Galbraith,  a talented  and  scholarly 
and  longtime  resident  of  the  county,  served  as  pastor  o is 
under  the  new  regime  for  many  years,  though  now  on  the  super 
ated  list,  living  at  Chillicothe.  . 1q97 

In  the  eastern  part  of  Concord  a Union  Church  was  bui  1 
for  the  use  of  all  worshipping  people,  and  it  was  thus  oceupie 
out  regard  to  sect  or  creed.  The  first  trustees  of  the 
were  Samuel  Briggs,  Adam  Mallow,  John  and  Solomon  us  , 
ham  Hegler  and  Martin  Peterson.  The  building  was  erec 
land  donated  by  John  Bush,  on  the  Frankfort  and  Herro . s c 
pike,  four  miles  west  of  Frankfort.  It  was  first  occupie  in  ’ 
thus  centralizing  a series  of  religious  meetings  held  froin  ous® 
house,  for  a number  of  years  previously.  In  1862,  the  house 
sold  to  the  United  Brethren  and  Dunkards,  who  occupied  1 a8 
house  of  worship  for  a number  of  years,  when  it  was  finally  a a 

doned.  -the 

The  denomination  known  as  Dunkards  is  quite  numerous  m 
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western  part  of  the  township,  but  their  church  edifice  is  located  just 
over  the  line  in  Fayette  county.  Roman  Catholic  services  were  con- 
ducted occasionally  at  Oldtown  many  years  before  the  organization 
of  a church  there,  the  house  of  John  McNally,  a most  devout  and 
upright  Catholic,  being  always  open  for  that  purpose.  The  early 
priesjs  were  of  the  Dominican  order,  but,  since  1843,  the  Jesuits 
have  assumed  control.  Regular  services  were  held  at  Frankfort  after 
the  organization  of  the  church  at  Chillicothe,  in  1837,  from  which 
point  that  field  was  supplied.  In  1871,  John  McNally,  as  the  crown- 
ing effort  of  his  life,  erected  a church  in  Frankfort,  which  he  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  people  of  the  Catholic  faith  in  that  community. 

Previous  to  1877  interments  were  made  in  private  burial  grounds, 
established  on  nearly  every  farm,  the  occupants  of  which  found  a 
place  of  interment  to  be  a sad  necessity.  But  about  the  date  last 
written  a beautiful  site  was  selected  half  a mile  west  of  the  city,  and 
Green  Lawn  Cemetery  was  established.  Various  religious  sects  have 
also  burial  places  in  connection  with  their  churches.  The  patriotic 
spirit  of  the  inhabitants,  who  are  mainly  descendants  of  soldier  ances- 
tors, prompted  the  erection  of  a soldiers’  monument  in  memory  of 
the  sons  of  Concord,  who  sacrificed  their  lives  on  the  battlefields  of 
the  Civil  war,  or  in  the  prison  pens  of  the  South.  This  is  a block 
of  Italian  marble,  located  in  the  old  burial  grounds  southeast  of  the 
town,  and  is  appropriately  inscribed  to  the  “Memory  of  the  Gallant 
Dead”  who  fell  in  defense  of  their  country.  It  bears  the  names  of 
sixteen  men  as  Concord’s  contribution  to  the  field  of  carnage.  The 
names  are  as  follows : Lieutenant  W.  W.  Blacker,  Marshall  Blacker, 
E.  Finnemore,  John  Mowbray,  Henry  Purcell,  Sergeant  John  Peairs, 
Sergeant  John  T.  Davis,  Corporal  Josiah  Timmons,  and  Corporal 
Royal  S.  Augustus,  all  killed  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River;  Isaac 
Hanawalt.  and  Corporal  William  A.  Speaks,  who  fell  at  Chicka- 
mauga;  William  A.  Wisehart,  killed  at  Kenesaw  Mountain  ; Corporal 
Jacob  Stouch,  killed  at  Piney  Creek,  Alabama;  William  Shep- 
ard, killed  at  New  Madrid,  Missouri.  Sergeant  Augustus  Gibson 
lost  his  life  as  the  result  of  a fifteen  months’  imprisonment  at  Ander- 
sonville.  On  the  west  face  of  the  monument  is  a scroll,  surmounted 
by  a laurel  wreath,  upon  which  is  inscribed : “They  gave  themselves 
for  their  country.” 

Frankfort  is  a progressive  little  city  of  over  seven  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, carrying  on  extensive  lines  of  business  in  almost  every  avenue 
of  trade.  Much  wealth  is  centralized  there,  and  many  of  the  wealthy 
and  influential  citizens  are  retired  from  the  active  pursuits  of  life. 
The  town  is  located  in  the  center  of  a rich  agricultural  district,  which 
insures  the  merchants  and  general  business  men  reliable  and  continu- 
ous support. 

The  Merchants’  and  Farmers’  bank  is  a monetary  institution  of 
high  standing  in  the  financial  world.  It  is  capitalized  at  fifty  thou- 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


260 


THE  COUNTY  OF  ROSS. 


sand  dollars,  though  the  personal  responsibility  of  the  st0^h^e^f  “ 
Til  up  toward  the  half  oilli.u  mark.  Th«  d.poa.t,  are 
evincing  the  confidence  in  which  the  institution  is  held  by  the  people 

°f  Theonly  newspaper  in  the  town  is  the  “Frankfort  Sun,” 
journal  which  has  a liberal  circulation  in  the  community  asthe 
nent  of  local  news  and  the  medium  employed  by  progressive  business 
men  in  placing  their  business  before  the  people.  * 

At  the  head  of  the  various  social  and  beneficial  orders  as  g 
membership  and  length  of  years,  is  the  Masonic  frateTmti-.  irant 
fort  lodge  was  instituted  in  1855.  One  of  the  P«e  >w  ® B 
effecting  the  organization  was  John  M.  Wisehart,  who  ha  J 
fraternity  at  Chillicothe  some  eight  or  ten  years  before.  The^wty 
has  had  a growth  almost  phenomenal  in  a town  the  size  of  Frankfo^ 
and  today  a large  number  of  citizens  have  passed  into  the  g“ 
degrees  of  the  time-honored  fraternity.  The  lodge  roomisanideal 
one,  evincing  both  interest  and  superior  wisdom  in  the  selection  ana 

fittOnthe  3d  of  June,  1875,  the  “Brethren  of  the  Myst^e 
effected  an  organization  in  Frankfort,  where  men  were  ta«£ 
principles  of  “friendship,  love  and  truth  in  their  literal  meaning, 
as  applied  in  “relieving  the  distressed,  burying  the  c ead  al'd 
ing  the  orphan.”  Among  the  charter  members  of  this  Odd  hello 
lodge  were  T.  B.  Lawhead,  W.  A.  Gage,  H.  V.  Rittenhouse,  M.  J. 
Timmons,  and  D.  A.  Goldsberry.  r . j? 

On  February  21,  1889,  Frankfort  lodge,  A °-  3^6’  Kmg^  men 
Pythias,  was  dulv  instituted,  with  a long  list  of  the  best  young  m 
of  the  town  as  charter  members.  There  were  thirty-one  na™esprL 
upon  the  charter  as  organizing  petitioners.  These  elected  the  o 
ing  as  officers  for  the  first  term:  John  T.  Cline,  G.  H.  rons,  ■ 

Painter,  John  B.  Long,  E.  B.  Roseboom,  Malcomb  Porter,  and  O.  »_ 
Miller.  The  lodge  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  tlie  o a , 
1896.  On  the  first  of  January,  1902,  there  was  a members] c * 
one  hundred  and  eight  in  good  standing.  They  own  their  ne 
and  equipage,  and  have  enjoyed  a season  of  prosperity  se 
equalled.  As  a social  function,  as  well  as  in  the  dissemination  o 
principles  of  a boundless  charity  and  brotherly  love,  the  lvnigi  s 
Pythias  Lodge  at  Frankfort  stands  second  to  no  other  organizaio 
Frankfort  is  justly  proud  of  her  excellent  schools.  The  you  1 
the  town  and  surrounding  country  have  the  advantages  of  a w°s 
excellent  high  school,  which  prepares  them  for  entrance  at  tie  a 
university,  should  they  desire  higher  education.  The  indepen  en 
district  embraces  considerable  territory  outside  of  the  town  lnn^  > 
while  tuition  for  those  not  residing  within  the  bounds  of  the  dis  nc 
is  based  upon  the  “average  cost  per  scholar,”  for  teachers  and  con 
tingent  expenses.  A handsome  modern  school  building  adorns  a 
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sightly  location  overlooking  the  town,  while  the  instructors  are 
selected  with  great  care,  and  retained  as  long  as  they  render  efficient 
and  conscientious  services.  Some  of  the  graduates  of  Frankfort 
high  school,  without  further  educational  advantages,  are  occupying 
important  official  positions  in  the  county  and  State.  Some  sixteen 
excellent  schools  are  in  successful  operation  in  Concord  township, 
presided  over  bv  a corps  of  specially  qualified  and  professionally  edu- 
cated teachers  of  both  sexes. 
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PAXTON  TOWNSHIP. 


THE  territory  embraced  within  this  township,  as 

organized,  included  all  the  land  in  Ross  county  which  lay 
ovt  the  west  of  the  Scioto  river,  as  well  as  the  terntorysuh- 
sequently  detached  as  parts  of  Highland  and  Fay 
ties  The  organization  of  Paxton  dates  from  1800.  It  is  one ^o 
six  original  townships  which  retained  their  names  and 
the  subdivision  of  territory  in  erecting  new  townships.  T 
territory  of  Paxton  has  contributed  in  the  formation  ofTwinBuc 
skin  and  Paint  townships.  Paxton  is  not  only  one  of  the 
tile  and  wealthy  townships  of  the  county,  but  it  is  also  one  o 
picturesquely  beautiful  in  outline,  historically  interring , m Ae 
details  of  its  civil  existence,  and  prosperous  in  its  material  d P 

Paint  creek  is  nearly  the  central  line  of  the  township,  a nd  its  mo 
striking  topographical  feature.  The  western  line  of  ^ 

and  county  strikes  Paint  creek  at  the  mouth  of  Roc  y , 

stream  forming  the  dividing  line  between  Paxton  townshipand  g 
land  county.  Here  begin  the  rapids  of  Paint  creek,  the  > 
fined  within  a comparatively  narrow  limit  by  limestone  cliffs, 
a descent  of  nineteen  feet  in  a distance  of  about  two  hundre  y • 
This  splendid  water  power  was  utilized  in  a very  early  day, , a 
that,  also,  near  Grassy  ford,  where  there  is  a natural  fa  o 
feet.  General  Massie  and  the  Smith  brothers  were  the  pion 

recognizing  these  natural  advantages.  natural 

Paxton  township  seems  to  be  a combination  of  the  wi  > * 

scenery  of  Huntington  and  Paint,  with  the  unsurpassed  e 1 j 
Concord,  Twin  and  Union.  t 

Gen.  Nathaniel  Massie  erected  his  house  on  a beautiful  p a 
the  base  of  a hill  overlooking  the  Paint  creek  valley,  and  here  e£ 
lished  his  home  in  the  Scioto  valley,  in  the  year  1800.  This  wa 
structure  of  more  than  ordinary  pretensions,  and  was  the  a(^y^. 
of  his  former  comrades.  He  also  aided  materially  in  esta  is  1 
the  early  industries  of  the  township.  His  memory  will  ever 
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revered  by  the  succeeding  generations  in  Paxton  township,  where 
his  useful  career  as  a resident  of  Ross  county  had  its  inception.  He 
was  a patriot,  a philanthropist,  a statesman,  an  active  public-spirited 
citizen,  a generous  and  hospitable  entertainer.  In  fact,  he  pos- 
sessed, in  a marked  degree,  every  element  in  nature  which  endears  a 
man  to  his  fellow  beings.  Both  the  general  and  his  estimable  wife 
died  at  their  old  home  on  the  banks  of  Paint  creek  in  Paxton  town- 
ship, and  a humble  sandstone  slab  marked  the  general's  resting  place 
for  many  years  afterward.  It  bore  this  inscription : “In  memory 

of  Nathaniel  Massie,  wrho  was  bom  December  28,  1763,  and  died 
November  3,  1813,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age." 

After  an  undisturbed  repose  of  more  than  half  a century  the  bodies 
of  General  Massie  and  wife  wrere  removed  to  Grandview  Cemetery,  at 
Chillicothe,  and  reinterred,  with  becoming  ceremony.  The  site  of 
their  last  resting  place  is  one  of  peculiar  fitness  and  adaptability, 
since  from  the  door  of  the  tomb  can  be  seen  the  city  of  Chillicothe, 
which  the  general  founded,  and  the  beautiful  valleys  of  the  Scioto 
and  the  Paint  which  he  explored,  before  a white  settlement  existed 
in  the  valley. 

The  first  permanent  improvement  which  was  made  in  Paxton 
township  is  credited  to  William  Kent,  who  was  employed  by  Nathan 
Reeves  to  clear  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  wilderness.  In  the  spring 
of  1795,  Kent  entered  upon  this  hazardous  undertaking,  coming 
from  Pennsylvania  for  that  purpose.  He  cut  the  first  tree  ever  cut 
in  Paxton  township,  and  prosecuted  his  labors  alone  in  the  great  wild- 
erness for  six  months,  when  other  settlers  began  to  arrive.  On  this 
“first  cornfield"  in  the  township,  was  erected  one  of  the  earliest 
dwellings,  aside  from  the  primitive  log  cabins  of  the  first  years  of 
settlement.  This  was  built  in  1805,  and  was  owned,  in  more  recent 
years,  by  R.  R.  Seymour,  who  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the  land 
about  1832.  Reeves  and  Kent  continued  to  occupy  this  land  until 
the  year  last  written,  the  former  keeping  a house  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  travelers.  It  was  on  this  property  that  “Reeves'  crossing" 
was  located,  a historic  spot  upon,  or  near  which  two  Indian  battles 
were  fought,  as  described  in  another  chapter. 

Quite  a numerous  population  had  settled  in  Paxton  as  early  as 
1800.  Robert  and  Thomas  Dill — brothers — were  of  the  number 
who  came  from  Kentucky  and  settled  in  the  Scioto  valley,  in  that 
year.  Their  native  home  was  in  Pennsylvania,  whence  they  emi- 
grated to  Kentucky  a few  years  previous  to  their  location  in  Paxton 
township.  Here  they  purchased  a portion  of  the  tract  of  land 
located  under  the  warrant  of  Thomas  Peyton,  that  document  embrac- 
ing the  whole  of  “horseshoe  bend"  in  Paint  creek.  Near  Robert  Dill 
and  Nathaniel  Reeves  was  the  home  of  Christian  Platter,  who 
located  in  1800,  on  land  subsequently  known  as  the  Aaron  Fernow 
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farm.  It  was  on  this  farm  that  General  Massie  established  the  first 

saw-mill  in  Paxton  township.  , , • 

Joseph  Ogle  came  in  1800,  a native  of  Maryland,  and  an  ear  7 emi- 
grant to  Kentucky.  He  hauled  wood  for  the  use  of  the  first  legisla 
ture  convened  at  Chillicotlie.  Benoni  Baker  came  to  Paxton  with 
liis  father’s  family  in  1800,  and  located  the  parental  home  near  the 
farm  of  J.  M.  Fernow.  On  the  marriage  of  Benoni,  he  located  on  a 
farm  at  Big  Falls,  and  afterward  removed  to  land  which  he  purchased 
on  Yellow  Hill.  There  he  ended  his  days,  and  transmitted  the  farm 
to  his  son  Benjamin.  Robert  Carson  came  into  Ross  county  with 
Reeves,  in  1798,  but  first  settled  in  Highland  county,  for  a fe 
months,  when  he  relocated  in  Paxton  township,  and  here,  m 1 <»», 
was  bom  his  son,  D.  C.  Carson,  who  was  probably  the  first  white 
child  born  in  the  township.  John  Blackstone,  a Virginian,  came  to 
Paxton  in  1802,  and  settled  on  a two  hundred  acre  fami  near  tn 
foot  of  big  Copperas  Mountain,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  ot  his 
days.  The  farm  has  passed  into  other  hands,  though  some  of  hi 

descendants  still  live  in  the  township.  . . , 

Probably  no  name  in  Paxton  township  is  more  intimately  con- 
nected with  progessive  business  interests  and  the  upbuilding  o m an 
industries  in  the  early  days,  than  that  of  Christian  Benner  ±ie 
came  to  the  township  in  1803,  and  settled  on  the  north  side  o ain 
creek,  near  the  site  of  the  old  mill  which  bears  his  name.  e was  o 
sturdy  and  thrifty  German  stock,  and  at  once  began  to  adapt  kimseii 
to  his  surroundings,  and  to  look  about  for  the  means  of  bene  mg 
those  less  favorably  situated,  and  at  the  same  time  to  “turn  an  hones 
penny”  for  himseif.  This  culminated  in  a determination  to  iitiUae 
the  valuable  water  power,  and  to  erect  a mill  in  the  woods.  . He  bui 
a dam,  and  placed  a primitive  saw-mill  in  .operation,  which  turne 
out  lumber  for  the  public,  and  at  the  same  time  prepared  the  tun  ers 
and  lumber  for  a grist  mill,  which  was  soon  to  follow.  About  ’ 
he  established  a forge  at  the  mouth  of  the  Buckskin,  and  v 

operate  that,  in  connection  with  his  milling  interests,  until  his  ea 
in  1809.  In  1845  the  old  mill  was  tom  down  and  replaced  by  one 
of  more  modern  style.  In  the  same  year,  finding  his  forge  somew  a 
out  of  date  by  reason  of  the  extensive  improvements  in  the  iron  usi 
ness,  he  changed  it  into  a plant  for  the  manufacture  of  woolen  mi 
machinery,  which  proved  so  profitable  that  the  old  building  was  torn 
down  and  replaced  by  one  better  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  trade.  . 

John  Benner,  a son  of  Christian,  who  as  a child  accompanied  his 
parents  from  the  old  Pennsylvania  home,  took  charge  of  the  business 
on  his  father’s  death,  and  operated  it  with  the  same  degree  of  sue 
cess.  It  was  finally  transmitted  to  T).  T.  Benner,  son  of  John,  w o 
operated  the  various  lines  successfully,  having,  until  recently,  bu 
one  competitor  to  the  flouring  mill  in  the  township. 

Abraham  Pepple  became  a resident  of  Paxton  in  1808,  coming 
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from  Kentucky.  A short  time  afterward  his  father  died  in  Mary- 
land, and  Mr.  Pepple  made  the  trip  on  horseback  to  the  parental 
home.  Returning,  he  purchased  land  in  Paint  township,  where  he 
died.  His  son,  Austin  Pepple,  who  was  born  in  Ross  county,  pur- 
chased a portion  of  the  General  Massie  homestead  in  1850.  The 
family  is  well  represented  in  the  township. 

William  Taylor  came  from  Kentucky  in  1801,  and  James  Taylor, 
his  brother,  a year  later.  They  purchased  a large  tract  of  land  near 
Bainbridge,  where  numerous  descendants  still  live.  William  Tay- 
lor had  a family  of  fourteen  children  who  lived  to  years  of  maturity, 
and  married.  It  is  a prominent  and  well-known  family.  Joseph 
Rockhold  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  in  1797,  and  settled  on  the 
Highland  Prairie.  In  1S00,  he  removed  from  there  to  Paxton  town- 
ship. He  served  as  a captain  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  was 
twenty-seven  years  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Paxton.  Thomas  and 
William  Stockton  were  also  soldiers  during  1812,  the  latter  being 
captain  of  a company.  Amos  and  Joseph  Reeder  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Paxton. 

The  Gault  family  was  another  of  the  earliest,  coming  from  Vir- 
ginia to  Ohio,  in  1790.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  Paxton  served 
in  the  company  of  Capt.  Joseph  Rockhold  during  the  war  of  1812, 
was  in  Hull’s  surrender,  and  also  at  the  siege  of  Lower  Sandusky 
under  General  Harrison.  In  later  years  he  was  captain  .of  a rifle 
company  of  State  militia.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he  went  from  Bain- 
bridge to  Kentucky  as  the  driver  of  the  team  which  conveyed  Henry 
Clay  to  his  Kentucky  home  when  returning  from  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

Martin  Gilmore  became  a resident  of  Paxton  soon  after  the  battle 
of  Reeves’  crossing,  in  which  he  participated.  He  became  separated 
from  his  comrades  during  the  action,  and  two  Indians  gave  him  chase. 
As  he  ran,  he  turned  and  fired,  killing  one  of  his  pursuers  near  the 
site  of  the  old  Reeves’  mill,  when  the  other  gave  up  the  pursuit.  Mr. 
Gilmore  located  at  the  town  of  Amsterdam,  but  subsequently  removed 
to  Bainbridge,  where  he  lived  for  many  years,  after  raising  one  of  the 
first  cabins  in  the  place.  He  was  a tailor  by  trade.  John  Thomp- 
son, another  early  settler,  served  several  years  as  county  commis- 
sioner. Frederick  Free  was  another  very  early  settler.  He  was  the 
father  of  George  Free,  who  was  a resident  of  the  township  all  his  life 
and  married  a daughter  of  William  Warnick.  Abram  Pepple  was  a 
soldier  from  Paxton  in  the  war  of  1812.  William  Kent  and  John 
Femaur  were  other  early  settlers. 

The  first  ministers  to  hold  religious  services  in  the  township  were 
Rev.  William  Mick  and  Rev.  James  B.  Finley.  The  latter  frequently 
preached  to  the  Indians,  and  had  a colored  man  to  act  as  interpreter. 
The  first  hotel  in  the  township  was  kept  by  John  Tarbett  ; the  first 
postmaster  was  Elijah  Kelley,  who  was  a blacksmith,  and  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  The  first  tannery  was  estab- 
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lished  by  Nathan  Reeves,  two  miles  east  of  Bainbndge,  at  the  cross- 
ing of  Paint  creek.  He  also  kept  a ferry  boat  at  the  same  place. 
The  first  school  house  in  the  township  was  built  on  the  farm  of  Chris- 
tian Platter.  This  was  also  the  first  regular  preaching  place. 

General  Massie  assisted  in  building  the  first  grist  mill  m the  town- 
ship. He  also  established  the  first  iron  industry,  still  house,  and 
saw-mill.  He  laid  out  the  town  of  New'  Amsterdam,  which  was 
abandoned  as  unhealthful,  and  established  its  successor,  Bainbndge, 
laid  out  in  1798.  Eneas  Foulk  was  the  first  merchant  in  this  town, 
Eliiah  Kelley,  the  first  blacksmith,  justice  and  postmaster,  and  Aus- 
tin Southard,  the  first  shoemaker.  They  and  their  families  were 
the  sole  inhabitants  of  Bainbridge  for  two  years  or  more. 

The  first  election  of  which  we  have  any  record,  occurred  at  tne 
house  of  Christian  Platter,  on  May  15,  1802.  Since  this  election  was 
held  in  pursuance  of  authority  conferred  by  the  second  territorial 
General  Assembly,  it  is  probable  that  the  following  wore  the  brst 
officers  of  the  township:  William  Kent,  clerk ; Thomas  Dill,  Michael 
Harr,  Thomas  Kerr,  Joseph  Taylor,  and  James  Hughey,  trustees, 
John  Swan  and  Samuel  Teetors,  overseers  of  the  poor;  ZacbariaJi 
Taylor,  John  Wilson,  and  Christian  Platter,  fence  viewers; -Nathan- 
iel'Massie,  Enoch  B.  Smith  and  John  Combs,  appraisers  of  houses, 
John  Combs,  lister  of  property;  Frederick  Braugher,  John  Brown, 
Hugh  Cochran,  William  Pellers,  Janies  Wilson  and  James  Ourry, 
supervisors  of  highways;  John  Combs,  John  White  and  Jacob  Harr, 
constables.  These  twenty-four  officers  were  duly  sworn,  and  entere 
upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties  for  the  year  1802.  The  rea  er  wi 
notice  a number  of  names  in  the  list  of  officers  not  before  mentione 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  township ; but  the  fact  that  theJ 
sufficiently  identified  with  it  as  early  as  1802,  to  render  them  e igi  © 
to  public  office,  is  the  best  of  evidence  that  they  should  be  me  u © 
among  the  earliest  settlers.  It  will  be  noticed  that  William  en 
was  continued  in  the  office  of  township  clerk  until  1812,  the  o ce  o 
treasurer  being  included  with  that  of  clerk,  after  the  close  of  t e ^5 
ritorial  government.  His  name  appears  in  the  list  of  township  o 
cers,  in  various  positions,  until  1816,,  as  do  several  others  of  the  rs 
named  officials.  . , 

The  town  of  Bainbridge,  which  had  a precarious  existence  for  ® 
first  years  of  its  life,  gradually  assumed  the  proportions  of  a thn  ty 
town.  As  before  mentioned,  it  was  scarcely  a business  center,  wi 
hut  three  families  living  in  it,  though  there  were  successful  business 
enterprises  located  near  by.  Massie’s  mills,  distillery,  and  furnace 
were  located  two  miles  to  the  westward ; Beeves’s  tannery  two  mdes 
east,  and  Benner’s  extensive  interests,  a half  mile  to  the  north.  Bu 
with  the  establishment  of  the  postoffice,  and  a few  primitive  enter- 
prises, the  town  began  to  take  on  new  life,  and  by  1807  it  was  incor- 
porated by  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  aspired  to  became  a 
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county  seat  in  1846.  During  the  war  of  1812,  three  companies  were 
enlisted  in  Bainbridge  and  were  led  to  the  front  by  Captains  Yocum, 
Joseph  Rockhold  and  John  Grey. 

Bainbridge  is  supported  by  a rich  agricultural  district,  remote 
from  formidable  rival  towns,  and  is  an  extensive  shipping  point  on 
the  Ohio  Southern  railroad.  Its  business  men  are  a class  of  progres- 
sive and  enterprising  people,  who  command  ample  capital  and  first 
class  facilities  for  the  transaction  of  the  large  volume  of  business. 
Though  it  has  not  made  rapid  strides  in  growth,  yet  its  population  is 
mainly  of  that  solid,  permanent  character,  which  adds  financial 
strength  and  stability.  According  to  the  census  of  1900,  tne  popula- 
tion is  nine  hundred  and  fifty-four.  The  town  now  has  well  built 
residences  and  business  blocks  and  a handsome  church  building. 

Charles  Bobbins  was  the  first  druggist  in  Bainbridge,  going  into 
business  there  in  1847.  J.  H.  Hilling  established  the  first  hardware 
store,  in  1860. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination  was  the  pioneer  religious 
organization  in  Paxton  township.  As  early  as  1800,  itinerant  minis- 
ters of  that  sect  held  religious  services  in  the  settlers’  cabins,  and 
invaded  the  schoolhouses  fyr  the  same  purpose,  as  soon  as  they  were 
established.  In  1818,  John  Mick  and  John  Collins,  two  of  the  early 
ministers  in  the  community,  established  a church  organization  In 
Bainbridge.  A class  was  organized  under  the  leadership  of  James 
Gaskle,  consisting  of  himself  and  wife,  and  four  others.  Gaskle’s 
house  was  a regular  preaching  place  for  some  years.  He  finally 
donated  a site,  and  assisted  in  building  the  first  church  in  Bainbridge ; 
and  about  1820  a small  frame  church  was  erected.  The  congregation 
occupied  this  humble  home  until  1834,  when  a more  pretentious 
structure  was  erected,  which  was  sold  in  1868,  to  the  colored  Method- 
ist church.  On  that  date  a new  location  was  chosen,  and  the  congre- 
gation, still  numerically  weak,  began  the  construction  of  a building 
which  cost  about  ten  thousand  dollars.  On  April  2,  1876,  this  build- 
ing took  fire,  and  the  roof  and  interior  woodwork  was  destroyed,  but 
the  damage  was  soon  repaired. 

In  the  early  days,  the  church  at  Bainbridge  was  one  of  twenty- 
three  appointments  on  a territory  of  thirty  square  miles,  embraced 
within  the  Hillsboro  circuit.  The  minister  was  required  to  make 
the  rounds  in  twenty  days,  and  preach  twenty-nine  times.  For- 
tunately he  did  not  have  to  prepare  a sermon  for  each  appointment, 
but  could — if  he  would — use  the  same  sermon,  an  advantage  which 
the  stationed  preacher  does  not  enjoy.  The  church  at  Bainbridge 
has  been  honored  with  the  presence  of  many  eminent  divines  during 
its  veai*s  of  existence,  not  the  least  among  these  being  the  pioneers 
of  Ohio  Methodism,  Robert  and  James  B.  Finley. 

The  Protestant  Methodist  church  in  Bainbridge  dates  its  existence 
from  March  26,  1848,  when,  by  reason  of  a disagreement  on  mutters 
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of  discipline,  a number  of  members  withdrew  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  The  church  was  organized  with  a membership 
fiftv  persons  under  charge  of  Rev.  Simon  P.  Keyofa »■ ^ -f  ^rch 
building  was  erected  in  1849,  and  dedicated  on  July  20th  of  that 
year.  Subsequently  a country  church  was  established  under  the 
supervision  of  the  presiding  pastor  in  Bainbndge,  and  maintained  for 
a number  of  years,  but  this  was  abandoned  many  years  ago,  and  the 
membership  principally  absorbed  by  the  mother  church  in  am  n g 
It  is  a strong  and  influential  religious  organization.  . „.1 

The  Presbyterian  church  in  Bainbridge  was  organized  about  184  , 
though  the  sect  held  religious  services  there  for  many  years  pre- 
viously. The  old  log  school  house,  which  bears  the  honored  aistmc 
tion  of  having  been  the  birth-place  of  three  churches,  was  their  tirs 
preaching  point,  beginning  in  the  unorganized  religious  seiwices  o 
the  earlv  days.  Ministers  from  South  Salem,  and  other  points  held 
occasional  meetings;  but  the  Rev.  Moses  Stoader  was  probably  the 
most  prominent  in  effecting  a church  organization.  Kev.  e^r|f  ’ 
Poe  was  the  first  pastor,  and  John  Steel,  Joseph  Taylor,  and  1 red- 
erick  Purgett  were  members  of  the  first  session.  A c lure  w 
erected  in  1842.  After  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Poe  as  pastor,  Kev. 
S.  P.  Dunham  was  installed,  and  served  the  church  efficiently  as  tne 
regular  pastor,  for  twenty-five  years.  The  church  organization  is 
still  maintained,  with  a fair  membership,  embracing  some  of  t le  es 
citizens  of  the  town.  . ..  . 

Paxton  is  well  supplied  with  district  schools,  now  m striking  c 
trast  with  the  log  houses  and  antiquated  instruction  of  former  ays. 

Among  the  earlv  teachers  in  the  township  were  Gra\  , ow  ey, 
French  and  King— all  “sturdy  knights  of  the  birch’ —whose  stu- 
dents, like  themselves,  have  long  since  sought  the  repose  of  ano  e 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  old  log  school  house  in  Bainbridge, 
wherein  it  is  designated  as  the  cradle  of  churches,  from  whic 
the  three  prosperous  religious  organizations  of  the  town.  But  t a 
was  not  its  only  mission,  nor  in  fact,  the  principal  one.  Whi  e serv 
ing  in  the  capacity  of  town  hall,  a voting  place,  a general  recep  ac  e 
for  itinerant  shows,  and  all  classes  of  public  meetings,  it  was  a so 
the  birth-place  of  educational  ambitions,  which  culminated  in  some 
of  the  far-distant  colleges  of  the  day.  The  old  log  school  house  as 
been  superseded  by  a fine  brick  structure,  with  a systematic  arrange- 
ment for  the  instruction  of  pupils  in  all  grades  of  advancement,  eac 
of  the  various  departments  being  in  charge  of  a teacher  specia  J 
adapted  to  the  class  of  instruction  required,  and  the  whole  under  te 
direct  supervision  of  an  educator  of  known  ability  and  success,  ike 
schools  of  Bainbridge  are  second  to  none  of  like  grade  in  the  countv, 
and  reflect,  in  a marked  degree,  the  intelligence  and  public-spinte 
enterprise  of  those  who  sustain  them.  A special  school  is  provided 
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for  the  education  of  colored  children.  This  is  sufficiently  extensive 
to  give  its  students  the  advantages  of  a good,  practical  education. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  life  of  Bainbridge,  there  was  quite  a pro- 
nounced temperance  sentiment  in  the  town,  and  this  has  continued,  to 
some  extent,  throughout  its  subsequent  history.  As  early  as  1846  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  had  an  organization  there,  and  this  was  followed 
in  later  years  by  various  other  societies  of  similar  import. 

Bainbridge  lodge,  No.  196,  F.  and  A.  M.,  was  organized  on  Octo- 
ber 18,  1849,  the  following  named  persons  being  the  organizing  mem- 
bers and  the  first  officers : J.  D.  Miller,  Samuel  Tweed,  G.  D.  Teter, 
Jacob  McDaniels,  James  Slater,  C.  W.  A.  Halley,  J.  M.  Baird,  and 
Daniel  Kelley.  The  lodge  is  in  a flourishing  condition,  both  numer- 
ically and  financially.  On  May  13,  1869,  a charter  was  granted  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  authorizing  the  existence  of  Bainbridge 
lodge,  No.  437,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  which  was  organized  on  August  20th  of 
the  same  year.  The  charter  members  were  W.  L.  Tulleys,  D.  E.  Peck, 
J.  H.  Huling,  J.  D.  Hathaway,  J.  A.  Tulleys,  and  John  W.  May. 
Friday  evening  of  each, week  was  designated  as  the  time  of  regular 
meetings.  Though  its  growth  was  not  rapid  during  the  early  years 
of  the  lodge’s  existence,  yet  its  membership  was  selected  with  care, 
and  represented  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  town  and  adjacent  coun- 
try. In  recent  years,  however,  the  accessions  have  been  more  numer- 
ous. 

Paint  Valley  lodge,  No.  496,  Knights  of  Pythias,  was  organized 
in  the  early  nineties,  with  a charter  list  embracing  the  names  of  many 
of  the  most  prominent  young  men  in  the  town  and  surrounding  coun- 
try. Its  growth  and  prosperity  was  assured  from  the  first,  and  the 
lodge  is  now  in  a flourishing  and  prosperous  condition.  The  Pepple 
brothers — Dennis  and  J.  F. — were  prime  movers  in  the  organization, 
as  were  also  John  Crum  and  Millard  Freshour. 

Paxton  township  was  originally  specially  rich  in  the  works  of  the 
mound  builders.  Many  of  these  remain  in  sufficient  state  of  preserva- 
tion to  convey  an  idea  of  their  original  grandeur,  but  many  others 
have  been  effaced  bv  the  vanishing  traces  of  time,  or  the  too  active 
plow  of  the  husbandman.  Some  have  been  found  to  contain  an 
“excellent  quality  of  brick  clay,”  utilized  in  manufacturing  building 
material ; others  have  yielded  up  their  rocks  for  the  accommodation 
of  farmers  in  building  walls,  while  others  have  been  cut  through,  or 
leveled,  in  the  making  of  roads.  Vestiges  of  a very  remarkable 
defensive  work  still  remain  near  the  left  bank  of  Paint  creek,  on  the 
Milford  and  Chillicothe  turnpike.  But  two  portions  of  this  famous 
work  remain  in  sufficient  distinctness  to  be  recognized.  One  is  a 
square  inclosing  twenty-seven  acres,  and  the  other  is  a circle  embrac- 
ing seventeen  acres.  These  are  but  outworks  flanking,  at  either  side, 
a fortification  of  about  fifty-five  acres.  In  the  center  of  this  larger 
work,  which  is  nearly  circular  in  form,  is  the  largest  mound  in  the 
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vallev.  It  is  elliptical  in  form— two  hundred  and  forty  feet  loi£ 
one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  wide,  and  about  thirty  feet  high.  Ih 
extensive  svstem  of  intrenchments  was  originally  enclosed  by  a hign 
walTuvo  iniles  in  length.  On  each  side  of  the  square  flanking  work 
is  an  opening  of  considerable  width,  and  guarding  these  exits,  and 
on  the  inside  of  the  embankment,  is  a mound.  In  and  about  the 
fortifications  are  numbers  of  other  mounds  of  varying  size,  and,  for- 
merly there  were  to  be  seen,  within  the  larger  circle,  vestiges  ol  a 
small  circular  embankment,  having  a diameter  of  two  hundred  an 


On  the  north  side  of  the  Milford  and  Chillicothe  turnpike,  near 
what  is  known  as  the  “fourth  gate,”  are  two  fine  connected  mounds 
and  two  others  were  destroyed  in  cutting  the  road  throug  • n 
early  days  many  of  the  hills  contained  rude  structures  of  stone,  tne 
use  and  origin  of  which  will  always  remain  problematical.  Ar- 
dently they  were  for  shelter,  and  some  are  of  the  opinion  a y 
were  designed  as  hiding-places  for  hunters,  being  located,  usually, 
near  some  “lick”  or  watering  place,  where  the  large  game  was  IiKeiy 
to  pass.  On  the  advent  of  the  earliest  settlers,  some  were  a 
into  shapeless  heaps  of  stone,  while  others  retain  their  outline,  even 
to  this  day.  They  were  usually  constructed  with  a rudely  arched 
roof,  not  high  enough  to  permit  a man  to  stand  erect,  but  deep  enough 
to  shelter  him  from  the  storm.  . . , * 

It  is  said  that  Paint  creek  valley  furnished  a species  of  oxiae  oi 
iron  with  which  the  Indians  delighted  to  adorn  themse  ves  wi 
hideous  “warpaint;”  and  that,  in  later  years,  some  of  the  white  set- 
tlers used  this  as  a substitute  for  the  genuine  article,  in  painting  eir 
barns  and  other  out-buildings.  The  color  was  a reddis  - rowm 
Even  after  the  Indians  had  become  peaceful,  they  frequen  y 
returned  to  the  falls,  or  slate  hill,  known  as  Copperas  mountain  to 
procure  supplies  of  this  much-coveted  toilet  article. 

The  soil  of  Paxton  township  is  generally  fertile  and  well  adap  e 
to  the  raising  of  all  kinds  of  grains,  grasses  and  f ruits.  The  val  eys 
of  the  Paint  and  Buckskin  creeks  are  especially  rich  and  productive, 
while  the  hillsides  and  upland  is  not  so  desirable  for  farming  pnr 
poses,  yet  it  is  of  better  quality  than  much  of  the  land  of  simi  ar 
character  in  other  localities.  The  territory  was  originally  cover 
with  a fine  growth  of  timber  in  which  the  hardwood  varieties  pre- 
dominated. There  is  much  valuable  timber  still  in  the  township- 
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THIS  is  one  of  the  smallest,  territorially,  of  the  townships  in 
Ross  county.  It  occupies  the  border  between  the  fertile 
level  of  the  Pickaway  plains,  and  the  more  diversified 
areas  of  adjacent  territory  in  Ross  and  Fayette  counties. 
The  surface  is  generally  level,  with  just  sufficient  undulation  to 
afford  good  drainage.  Like  nearly  the  whole  area  of  the  Military 
District,  of  which  Deerfield  is  a part,  it  is  well  watered,  and  admir- 
ably adapted  to  all  classes  of  diversified  agriculture.  The  princi- 
pal stream  is  Deer  Creek,  an  affluent  of  the  Scioto,  which  drains  it 
from  the  south-central  portion  to  the  eastward.  Numerous  smaller 
streams  traverse  the  land  as  tributaries,  and  contribute  to  the  facili- 
ties for  grazing,  an  industry  which  is  well  represented  in  connection 
with  general  farming  and  fruit  growing. 

The  township  is  almost  triangular  in  shape,  bounded  on  the  south- 
west by  Concord  and  on  the  southeast  by  Union.  Fayette  county 
forms  a small  portion  of  the  western  boundary,  while  the  great  Pick- 
away plains  join  it  on  the  north.  Like  all  other  territory  in  the  Mil- 
itary District,  the  system  of  surveys  is  irregular,  the  land  being 
described  by  the  “metes  and  bounds”  system,  so  prevalent  in  the 
eastern  country  before  the  adoption  of  the  admirable  plan  of  Congres- 
sional surveys.  The  territory  was  originally  covered  with  an  abun- 
dant growth  of  excellent  timber,  and  these  desirable  features  early 
attracted  crowds  of  immigrants  who  had  followed  the  Chillicothe 
pioneers  into  the  new  country. 

Deerfield  was  organized  as  a separate  township  on  July  7,  1804, 
from  portions  of  Wayne  (now  in  Pickaway  county),  Union,  and 
Concord  townships.  The  indefinite  boundaries  then  provided  by 
order  of  the  county  commissioners  were  subsequently  modified  and 
established  beyond  dispute.  The  first  election  for  township  officers 
was  held  at  the  house  of  Jared  Davis,  on  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
1805,  and  resulted  in  the  selection  of  the  following  named  persons: 
Samuel  Langdale,  clerk;  Peter  Jackson,  White  Brown,  and  Jacob 
Davis,  trustees;  Ignatius  Sellers  and  Simon  Hornback,  assessors; 
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John  Timmons  and  Abraham  Ater,  fence  vmvers;  John  Sewell, 
lister:  John  Baker  and  John  Clark,  supervisors;  Richard  Williams 
and  John  Riddin,  constables.  By  reason  of  irregularities  in  the  mat- 
ter of  qualification  and  filing  bonds,  some  of  these  officers  were 
declared  ineligible,  and  the  trustees  on  April  2oth  appointed 
cessors.  Of  these  John  McLain  was  appointed  trustee  in  lieu  ot 
Peter  Jackson,  who  administered  the  official  oath  to  himself.  Jarne 
Blair  was  appointed  constable  in  the  place  of  Ricbard  Wdhams  vffio 
failed  to  file  bis  official  bond;  and  Moses  Colvin  and  .Michael  Alkire 
were  appointed  fence  viewers,  in  lieu  of  Timmons  and  Ater,  wlio 
failed  to  qualifv.  The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees  occurred 
on  March  3,  1800,  and  the  following  named  persons  were  ?.elect® 
the  first  jurors  from  the  township,  viz. : Michael  Alkire,  o in 

mons,  and  Isaac  Cade,  as  grand  jurors;  Abraham  Ater,  bamuel  rne- 
bus,  Stephen  Timmons,  and  Moses  Colvin,  petit  jurors. 

There  is  in  existence  a book  including  a record  of  marks  an 
brands  of  domestic  animals,  opened  bv  Samuel  Lang  a e w ® 
assuming  the  duties  of  township  clerk,  in  the  spring  of  180  . 
presumption  is  that  this  record  contained  the  name  of  everv_ow 
of  domestic  animals  at  that  time  living  in  the  township.  u 
entries  are  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  official  list,  as  &1 
above,  hence  we  infer  that  they  represented  the  popu  ation  o 

township  at  that  time.  . , e 

Of  the  early  settlers  of  the  township,  no  one  is  more  worthy 
the  post  of  honor  than  White  Brown,  not  only  because  ot  his  eany 
residence  in  the  territory,  but  because  of  his  prominence  an  use  u 
ness  in  the  young  community.  He  was  a man  of  maikec  in  i 
gence  and  strong  religious  principles,  one  of  the  few  who  wlU*n£  ^ 
yield  personal  interest  and  make  financial  sacrifices  for  t le  s*  re 
principle.  Mr.  Brown  was  reared  under  the  influence  of  slavery, 
and  was  himself  the  owner  of  forty  slaves  in  his  native  state  o e a 
ware.  The  institution  became  so  repugnant  to  him  that  he  decide 
to  seek  a home  on  free  soil,  and  this  led  to  his  removal  to  . 10> 

1709.  He  promised  freedom  to  his  slaves  on  leaving  his  native  sta  e, 
and  only  requested  their  assistance  in  establishing  a new  home  m 
the  wilderness.  This  service  they  cheerfully  rendered,  and  thus 
bcame  the  ancestral  stock  of  many  of  the  well-to-do  negro  iami  ies 
in  Deerfield  and  elsewhere  in  Ross  county.  In  the  year  above  wn 
ten,  Mr.  Brown  made  an  expedition  to  Chillicothe  and  adjacent  conn 
try,  and  finally  selected  a tract  of  land  on  Deer  creek,  which  su  se 
quentlv  became  his  home.  lie  purchased  five  hundred  acres  of  t e 
Massie  and  McArthur  survey,  for  which  he  paid  two  dollars  per  acie. 
It  was  at  that  time  an  unbroken  forest.  In  1801  Mr.  Brown  and  is 
sons,  accompanied  by  the  negroes,  occupied  the  land,  and  began  1 
improvement.  They  raised  a crop  of  corn  in  that  year  on  the  lan 
now  occupied  by  the  Ross  County  infirmary.  The  Brown  family 
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reached  the  Deer  creek  farm  on  the  13th  of  August,  1802.  Rev. 
Stephen  Timmons,  a son-in-law  of  Mr.  Brown,  accompanied  the  fam- 
ily, and  assisted  in  the  clearing  and  building.  Their  house  was  one 
of  the  earliest  in  the  township.  During  the  year  1803,  a log  barn 
was  erected  near  the  house,  and  this  structure  enjoyed  the  distinc- 
tion a few  years  ago  of  being  the  oldest  barn  in  Ross  county,  if  not 
in  the  State  of  Ohio.  But  it  also  possessed  another  interest  besides 
its  long  continued  existence,  in  that  it  was  the  birthplace  of  religious 
services  in  that  whole  region.  Within  its  Avails,  from  1803  to  1818, 
were  held  the  services  of  the  pioneer  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in 
Deerfield.  Rev.  Stephen  Timmons  was  probably  the  first  to  gather 
the  settlers  of  the  new  country  into  this  rude  and  primitive  sanctu- 
ary, to  hear  the  preaching  of  the  word  of  God.  The  log  walls  after- 
ward echoed  to  the  eloquence  of  such  men  as  Bishops  Francis  Asbury, 
Whatcoat,  and  McKendry,  as  well  as  George  and  Lorenzo  Dow,  and 
the  Finleys — father  and  son.  In  1818  a church  was  built  on  the 
site  of  the  present  handsome  structure  known  as  the  Brown  chapel. 
As  if  not  satisfied  with  an  open  and  unrestrained  hospitality  to  the 
living,  Mr.  Brown  donated  land  for  the  first  cemetery  in  Deerfield 
township,  wherein  fully  two  hundred  interments  were  made  previous 
to  the  establishment  of  the  new  cemetery  at  the  chapel.  But  two 
graves  can  be  identified  in  the  old  cemetery — one  being  that  of  Rev. 
Ralph  Lotspeich,  who  died  June  16,  1813,  and  the  other  that  of  “Lija 
Brown,”  who  died  in  1815.  He  was  one  of  Mr.  Brown’s  liberated 
slaves,  and  an  active  and  zealous  worker  in  the  early  days  of  the 
church.  The  fitst  religious  organization  of  the  township  was  effected 
on  Christmas,  1802,  with  Mr.  Brown  and  his  wife  and  five  colored 
people  as  members  of  the  class.  For  thirty-four  years  following  that 
date,  a camp-meeting  was  annually  held  on  the  Brown  farm,  with 
the  result  of  making  the  neighborhood  a stronghold  of  Methodism. 
Brown  chapel,  a stately  brick  edifice,  was  erected  in  1871  on  the  site 
of  the  old  church  which  had  served  the  people  for  thirty-six  years. 

Mr.  Brown  was  also  active  in  secular  affairs.  In  1805  he  erected 
on  his  farm  a primitive  saw-mill,  which  was  the  first  mill  of  any  kind 
in  Deerfield.  The  dam  was  a crude  affair — a tree  felled  across  Deer 
creek,  with  brush,  stones,  and  earth  piled  on  the  upper  side.  But 
it  served  its  purpose,  and  the  old  mill  proved  a real  blessing  to  the 
community.  In  1815  he  built  a grist-mill  adjoining  the  other,  and 
from  that  day,  for  many  years,  controlled  the  business  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. These  were  rivals  to  the  early  mills  on  Paint  creek,  and,  of 
course,  cut  off  a large  volume  of  business  from  them.  The  Brown 
mills  were  owned,  in  turn,  by  William  Brown,  son,  and  Austin  H. 
Brown,  grandson,  of  the  builder.  Hall’s  mill,  three-fourths  of  a mile 
below  Brown’s,  established  in  the  twenties,  was  the  only  competitor 
in  the  vicinity. 

11-18 
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It  may  be  remarked,  incidentally,  that  the  camp  of  General  Mas- 
sie  s surveying  party  In  1790  was  located  on  land  later  embra^d 
within  the  Brown  farm.  The  reader  will  remember  that  A^  ^re 
surprised  and  fired  upon  by  a party  of  Shawanees.  Tht  the  o y 
spot  in  Deerfield  rendered  interesting  by  its  connection  tvith  India 

b“Sr«t.r  J.ck.on  ...  one  of  the  e.rlie.t 

H.  built  « cabin  in  1S01,  tvithin  one  hundred  yard.  of . J". 

Brown’s  mill  was  aftenvard  located  He,  with  the  farm 
Brown,  Timmons  and  Clarke,  and  the  colored  F°pk 
panied  the  Browns,  comprised  the  entire  neighborhood  for 

76  j”hn  F.  Fulton,  who  was  a member  of  the  Massie 
returned,  after  completing  his  work  in  that 

a farm  from  a portion  of  the  land  sun-eyed,  and  located  abcmt  a im 
south  of  Clarksburg.  His  nephew,  John  F.  Burris,  ^ f 
sylvania  in  1807,  being  then  a lad  of  six  years  He  lived upon^ 
portion  of  the  land  originally  purchased  by  his  unc  e, 
attained  a ripe  old.  age.  He  was  considered  the  hist°rian  of  the  com 
munity,  possessing,  even  in  old  age,  a remarkable  mem  ry 
ical  events,  which  he  delighted  to  recite  for  the  edification  of  his  m y 

William  Baker,  a Virginian,  came  to  the  Scioto  country  in  l‘^’ 
and  located  in  Deerfield  in  1801,  on  a farm  near  Colonel ,J «* *• 

He  was  accompanied  by  his  father,  John  Baker.  ■ .V  Zviscauent 
one  hundred  acres  from  General  Massie,  and  this, 'with  subsequent 
acquisitions,  has  been  transmitted  to  succeeding  £e^e*a  i wa3 

The  township  responded  most  nobly  in  the  war  of  1 
the  home  of  some  distinguished  officers,  in  that  war. Among  , d 
are  Capt.  Clement  Brown,  brother  of  White  Brown.  He  comm 
a company  in  the  regiment  of  Col.  William  Clark, ^ an  vas  s 
at  Fort  Seneca.  By  reason  of  his  extensive  improvemen^  ana 
increase  in  values,  he  died  wealthy.  His  son,  Thomas  • ^ 

was  a wealthy  and  influential  citizen  in  the  township,  w 0 sfr 
various  official  capacities.  The  town  of  Clarksburg  derive  * 11  » 

from  Col.  William  Clark,  this  distinguished  veteran  of 
civil  life  he  was  a tanner  by  trade,  and  an  early  settler  of  eer 
E.  Hide  served  thirty-three  years  as  justice  of  the  peace.  ® 
Abram  Atler,  Jacob  Lister,  and  Thomas  Hardy  wer(L?®*^ 
in  the  war  of  1812.  J.  H.  Hervev,  Ives  Wagill,  and  William 
endall  came  to  the  township  about  1801.  Bev.  David  ^ * 

chaplain  under  General  Wayne,  in  1793-5,  and  among  the  rS.tipd 
tiers.  Colonel  Evans  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution,  an  se  _ 
in  Deerfield  in  1796.  Byron  and  Baron  Leffenwell  were  in  • ® , 

of  1812,  and  William  Pennell  was  fife-major  under  Colone  a*, 
Benjamin  Grimes,  Curtis  Williams,  James  Tender,  Thomas  u j 
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David  Hagar,  John  McCarthy,  M.  P.  Junk,  Amos  Serapes,  William 
Jones,  Michael  Bush,  John  Bush,  S.  Mangold,  John  Farlow,  David 
Pliley,  Edward  Young,  C.  Stratton,  Martin  Peterson,  John  Hol- 
loway, G.  Vincent,  John  Junk,  Henry  Colsten,  J.  Clemens,  Aaron 
Beatonham,  Lemuel  Holloway,  Thomas  Carney,  S.  Chester,  and 
Rufus  Betts  were  all  early  pioneers,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  served 
in  the  war  of  1812. 

James  Templin  emigrated  from  Kentucky  to  Deerfield  township 
in  1795.  Oldtown  was  then  the  headquarters  of  the  Indians  in  the 
Scioto  valley.  He  and  his  brother  John  were  soldiers  under  Colonel 
Clark,  and  assisted  in  building  Fort  Meigs.  Others  of  the  same  reg- 
iment were  Captain  Hoddy,  Lieut.  John  Jackson,  James  Huffman, 
Koah  Downs,  fife-major  of  Captain  Brown’s  company,  James  Baker, 
drummer,  Rev.  P.  Baker,  first  Baptist  preacher  of  the  township, 
Edward  and  Thomas  Koland,  Stephen  Emory  and  Uriah  Betts. 
They  were  all  fanners  and  came  to  the  township  between  the  first 
days  of  settlement  and  the  date  of  enlistment. 

Edward  Tiffin,  a relative  of  Governor  Tiffin,  located  in  Deerfield 
in  1803.  He  was  a son-in-law  of  White  Brown,  and  left  a numerous 
family.  Levi  Xoble  was  a resident  of  the  township  in  1800.  His 
name  was  also  on  the  extensive  list  of  patriots  in  1812,  and  his  father 
fought  in  the  Revolution.  Other  members  of  Captain  Brown’s  com- 
pany were  Jacob  Switzer,  Jacob  Robinson,  Daniel  Counts,  Len. 
Counts,  Isaac  Fleming  and  J amcs  Miner.  To  the  list  whose  organ- 
ization in  service  is  not  known  we  add  the  names  of  Abraham  Shan- 
ton,  Colonel  Hegler,  George  Hill,  William  Haggard  and  M.  Bragg. 

George  Smith  came  to  Ross  county  in  1800,  in  company  with 
Henry  Porter,  Samuel  Turner,  and  Thomas  Coons.  Smith  was  also 
a soldier  in  1812,  and  in  1817  located  in  Clarksburg,  where  he  opened 
the  first  general  store.  He  was  prominently  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  that  place  for  more  than  fifty  years. 

Clarksburg  is  the  only  village  of  importance  in  Deerfield  town- 
ship. It  was  laid  out  in  1S17  by  George  Clark,  whose  settlement 
dated  from  the  beginning  of  the  century.  As  an  interior  town,  it 
assumed  and  maintained  progressive  business  interests,  and,  being 
in  the  center  of  a rich  agricultural  district,  is  destined  to  hold  its 
own,  notwithstanding  the  aggressions  of  railroad  towns  near  by.  In 
the  last  decade  the  village  has  had  a substantial  growth,  showing  an 
increase  of  nearly  two  hundred  in  population.  James  Timmons 
opened  the  first  tavern  in  the  town,  and  George  Smith,  as  before 
related,  was  the  first  merchant.  He  was  also  the  first  postmaster, 
and  to  him  and  George  King  is  given  the  credit  of  establishing  the 
first  school.  This  was  sustained  by  the  old  method  of  subscriptions. 
The  school  house  was  located  in  the  public  square,  a teacher  hired, 
and  the  educational  machinery  set  at  work.  The  old  school  house 
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has  long  since  been  superseded  by  a new  and  better  one,  in  which  the 
citizens  take  a lively  interest  and  render  willing  support. 

Much  of  the  church  history  of  Deerfield  townslnp  is  embodied  m 
the  account  of  the  organization  of  the  Methodist  church  in 
neighborhood,  that  being  the  pioneer  religious  orga  niza  Uon  a^  rtis 
today  the  principal  church  of  the  township.  But  the  Baptists  als^ 
were  zealous  and  aggressive  in  the  early  days,  and  their  • 
ing  itinerants  invaded  the  territory  almost  with  tje  advent  of  cmh 
zation.  This  sect  established  a church  in  Deerfield,  in _ 18--0. 
was  first  supplied  by  the  pioneer  local  preachers  of  the  neigh  , 

as  the  Revs!*  William  Baker,  Nathan  Carey,  Peter  Sperry  and  John 
Littleton,  but  afterward  had  a regular  pastor,  and  became,  for  a time, 
an  influential  and  prosperous  organization.  But  the  m P’ 

never  numerically  strong,  was  depleted  by  deaths  and  removals  un 
finally  the  surviving  members  attached  themselves  to  other  churches 
according  to  their  preferences,  and  the  old  church,  with  its  pleasant 
memories  of  more  prosperous  days,  became  a thing  of  the  pa  > 
several  years  the  organization  was  maintained  by  holding  public  seiv 
ices,  by  volunteer  preachers,  on  the  fifth  Sunday  of  the  month  but 
as  this  did  not  often  occur,  the  plan  proved  more  visionary  than  r , 
and  that  was  discontinued. 

The  Presbyterians  organized  a church  at  Greenland,  where  o 
sional  services  are  held,  and  the  Christian  church  has  an  organiza 
at  Clarksburg.  Two  Methodist  Episcopal  churches  have  been  organ- 
ized in  the  township  since  the  founding  of  the  presen  c nrc • 
Brown  chapel— one  of  these  at  Dry  run  and  the  other  at  UarKS 
burg— the  latter  known  as  “Asbury  Church.”  The  Dry  run  e 
was  abandoned,  and  the  Clarksburg  class  has  not  prospered  to  tne 
extent  desired  by  the  promoters  of  the  enterprise.  . 

Deerfield  township  is  one  of  the  best  agricultural  distric  s m 
county,  and  the  thrifty  farmers  are  profitably  engaged  m all  classes 
of  diversified  farming.  Considerable  attention  is  given  to  e r . 
ing  of  fine  stock,  and  some  are  buyers  and  shippers  of  the  same, 
very  large  proportion  of  the  grain  raised  is  fed  to  stock  on  t e ar 
There  are  many  fine  homes  in  the  township,  an  evidence  of  t n an 
prosperity. 
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THIS  is  one  of  the  largest,  also  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  best 
improved,  townships  in  the  county.  The  soil  is  largely  of 
the  rich  bottom  lands  of  the  Scioto,  Paint  creek  and  Deer 
creek  valleys,  and  this  is  of  unsurpassed  fertility.  The 
hill  lands,  though  good  grazing  fields,  and  reasonably  productive  in 
the  growth  of  grains  and  fruits,  are  less  fertile  than  the  famous  val- 
leys. The  Scioto  river  forms  the  entire  eastern  boundary,  while  the 
north  fork  of  Paint  creek  traverses  nearly  the  entire  southern  line. 
Interior  streams  of  some  importance  are  Deer  creek,  which  flows 
eastward  into  the  Scioto,  its  channel  marking  the  division  between 
North  Union  and  South  Union ; Yellow  Bud  flowing  through  a small 
portion  of  North  Union,  and  emptying  into  the  Scioto,  Dry  run  and 
various  small  tributaries  of  the  north  fork  of  Paint  creek  are  inter- 
ior streams  in  South  Union.  The  land  was  originally  covered 
with  a large  growth  of  excellent  timber,  which,  instead  of  adding  to 
its  value,  involved  a large  amount  of  labor  and  expense  in  its  removal 
and  the  preparation  of  the  soil  for  cultivation.  Much  of  this  was 
rolled  into  log  heaps  and  burned  on  the  ground,  a prodigal  destruc- 
tion of  much  wealth,  had  it  existed  in  later  years.  The  principal 
varieties  of  timber  were  the  black  walnut,  hickory,  sugar  maple,  burr- 
oak,  butternut,  wild  cherry  and  elm,  on  the  bottom  lands,  with  oak, 
some  chestnut,  and  scrubby  pine  on  the  hillsides  and  uplands. 

Union  was  one  of  the  original  townships,  organized  about  the 
beginning  of  the  last  century.  Its  original  territory  was  very  exten- 
sive, but  this  has  been  reduced  to  its  present  limits  by  the  formation 
of  other  townships  and  the  establishment  of  Pickaway  county.  The 
precise  date  of  the  first  settlement  is  not  clearly  known ; but  it  is  very 
certain  that  some  of  General  Massie’s  party,  who  occupied  Chillicothe 
in  the  spring  of  1706,  soon  afterward  selected  lands  and  settled  upon 
them  in  Union  township.  Among  these  were  Joseph,  Thomas  and 
John  McCoy.  They  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  Kentucky, 
thence  to  the  Scioto  country.  This  is  probably  the  oldest  family 
still  represented  in  the  township.  Joseph  McCoy  erected  the  first 
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hewed  log  house  in  his  neighborhood,  which  was  eonsidered  almost 
a nalace  in  its  day.  It  was  a two  story  structure,  chinked  with  wooa, 
and  plastered  with  real  mortar,  unlike  the  usualdaubvng  with  clay 
which  prevailed  at  the  time.  The  wife  of  Joseph  McCo  died  just 
previous  to  the  location  of  the  family  in  Union,  and  ■s  smd  to  have 
been  the  first  white  person  buried  m Chillicotlie  ^ ^McC  'H  di  d 
ried,  and  his  second  wife  survived  him  near  y forty  years.  He  d e 
in  1811  at  the  age  of  fortv,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  Union 
church.  He  was  one  of  the  organizing  members  of  this _ congi ega  , 

and  one  of  its  first  elders.  Joseph  McCoy  had  four  oh.ldrenbyh.s 
first  marriage,  and  the  same  number  by  the  second.  Descendants 

those  still  live  in  Union  township.  . riv»uii 

Thomas  and  John  McCoy  established  their  first  homes  in ^Chilli- 
cothe,  and  John  is  said  to  have  built  the  first  oabmintheplace.  _ 
These  brothers  subsequently  removed  to  L mon  township  m 
est  days  of  settlement,  and  then  died.  In  1808  Thomas  McCoy 
erected  a substantial  brick  house  on  his  farm  of  three  uli  re 
which  was  purchased  from  the  Obadiali  Smith  survey.  _ 

for  this  structure  were  burned  on  the  place,  and  the  nai  s u 
struction  were  brought  from  Kentucky  on  packhorses.  lkomas 
McCoy  died  in  1852,  in  his  eighty-second  year  _ 

John  McCoy  first  located  at  the  mouth  of  Paint  creek,  whe 
remained  a few  years.  But  the  location  proved  mihealthful,  and  ne 
decided  to  re-locate  on  higher  ground,  remoimg  o mon  , 
where  he  ended  his  days.  lie  died  in  1844,  in  lus 
year.  His  children  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  his  old  homestea  , 
and  thev,  in  turn,  have  transmitted  it  to  their  posterity. 

Among  the  earliest  permanent  settlers  in  Union  was  John  «°<y  , 
a native  of  Loudoun  county,  y a.,  horn  in  17  m.  At  t e age  0 
years  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Kentucky,  and  nine  M-ars 
came  with  his  uncle,  Benjamin  Rodgers,  to  the  Smoto  'a  p’  ,v 
settled  on  land  near  the  present  site  of  the  Slato  Mills,  on  ie 
fork  of  Paint  creek,  where  he  put  up  a cabin,  and  lived  alone  x 
about  two  years.  He  then  returned  to  Kentucky  and  broug 
father’s  familv.  who  occupied  the  home  prepared  by  the  son,  an 
father,  William  Rodgers,  kept  tavern  on  the  place  for  many  yea  • 
John  Rodgers  was  married  the  last  day  of  the  year  1<99  ° Jv 
daughter  of  Joshua  Clark,  and  the  following  spring 
bride  to  a house  previously  built  in  Union  township.  Mr. 
assisted  in  raising  the  first  cabin  in  Chillicotlie,  and  brought  e ^ 
cattle  into  Ross  countv,  driving  them  through  from  Kentuc  'V. 
wife  died  in  1800,  and,  being  stricken  with  blindness,  he  spent  ti 
succeeding  six  years  of  his  life  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  B<?aic* 
died  in  his  eiglity-ninth  year.  Of  his  family  of  eleven  childien, 
spent  their  lives  in  Union  township,  where  their  descendants  sti  • 
Gen.  James  Manary,  a Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  came  from  Yen 
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tucky  in  1796,  bringing  his  family  on  horse-back,  his  wife  carrying 
a three-weeks  old  babe.  This  was  Betsy  Manary,  who  survived  all 
of  her  family.  General  Manary  was  one  of  the  Massie  surveying 
party  of  a few  years  previous,  and  received  a hundred  acres  of  land 
from  General  Massie  in  recognition  of  his  services.  He  was  the 
hunter  of  that  party  and  provided  it  with  game.  His  location  was 
on  the  north  fork  of  Paint  creek,  where  he  resided  with  his  family 
until  his  death.  He  was  a general  officer  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
subsequently  represented  Boss  county  in  the  legislature. 

Another  of  the  prominent  pioneers  of  Union  township  was  Col. 
James  Dunlap,  born  in  Virginia  in  1768.  In  1796  his  father,  Alex- 
ander Dunlap,  purchased  land  in  Union  township,  and  this  the  colonel 
occupied  soon  afterward,  remaining  there  until  his  death,  in  1821. 
He  had  a family  of  three  children,  one  of  whom — Peggy — became 
the  wife  of  Alexander  McCoy.  Nancy  married  John  Mace,  and  the 
only  son — Alexander  by  name — removed  to  Tennessee.  Colonel 
Dunlap  was  prominently  identified  with  the  early  political  history  of 
the  county,  serving  as  a member  of  the  legislature,  and  was  once  a 
candidate  for  governor  of  the  State. 

Thomas  Dickerson  and  his  wife  came  on  horseback  from  Virginia 
in  1796,  or  possibly  a year  later.  He  died  in  1806  and  his  wife  in 
1852  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  In  the  fall  of  1798  Alexander  Bob- 
ertson  came  to  Chillicothe  from  Augusta  county,  Va.,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing spring  located  in  Union  township,  removing  to  another  farm 
in  1803,  where  he  died  in  1840.  His  descendants  still  live  in  the 
township.  Christian  Bitchart  and  family,  consisting  of  wife  and 
seven  children,  emigrated  from  Bockihgliam  county,  Va.,  in  1797. 
The  family  lived  for  two  years  at  the  mouth  of  Deer  creek,  but  the 
then  prevalent  sickness  on  the  bottom  lands  drove  them  to  higher 
ground,  and  he  purchased  thirteen  hundred  acres  further  up  Deer 
creek,  where  his  four  sons  settled  and  made  homes  for  themselves. 
The  balance  of  the  family  settled  on  Springbank,  where  the  father 
ended  his  days.  Members  of  the  family  still  reside  in  the  township. 
The  Thompson  family,  consisting  of  father  and  five  sons,  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  on  the  north  of  Deer  creek. 

Michael  Beaver  came  from  Virginia  to  Boss  county  in  1796  and 
remained  two  years,  when  he  went  to  Kentucky  to  avoid  the  malarial 
troubles  which  were  prevalent  at  the  time  on  the  bottom  lands  of  Boss 
county.  But  he  returned  to  Union  township  in  1800  and  purchased 
eleven  hundred  acres  from  the  Chilton  survey,  on  Deer  creek.  Mr. 
Beaver  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Devolution,  and  his  son 
Michael  responded  to  his  country’s  call  in  1812.  Mr.  Beaver,  sr., 
died  in  1821,  and  his  son  Michael  lived  in  the  township  until  he 
passed  the  eighty-fifth  milestone  on  life’s  journey. 

The  Smith  brothers — William,  Anthony,  Samuel,  Jeremiah  and 
Bobert — came  with  General  Massie  in  1796.  Samuel  and  William 
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located  for  a time  in  Union  township,  but  subsequently  removed  to 
Pickaway  county.  Samuel  Smith  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  magistrate  in  Ross  county,  since  he  is  mentioned  as  such  in 
an  incident  narrated  in  “Howe’s  Historical  Collections  of  Ohio. 
Reference  is  made  to  the  trial  of  one  Brannon,  who,  in  the  spring  ot 
1707,  stole  a great-coat,  handkerchief  and  shirt.  The  penalty  pre- 
scribed by  this  tribunal,  after  trial  and  conviction  by  a jury,  ancl  C0P1- 
ous  arguments  by  attorneys,  was  the  following:  Ten  lashes  on  the 

bare  back,  or  in  lieu  of  that,  to  seat  himself  on  a bare  paeksaddle  on 
his  pony  and  have  his  wife  lead  the  horse  through  the  town,  crying 
at  every  door,  “This  is  Brannon  who  stole  the  great-coat,  handker- 
chief and  shirt.”  Brannon  chose  the  latter,  as  being  devoid  ot 
physical  pain,  the  other  element  in  his  nature  probably  being  seared 
by  frequent  contact  with  similar  occurrences.  James  B.  Finley, 
later  chaplain  of  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  was  appointed  bailiff  to  see 
that  the  sentence  was  faithfully  executed — which  it  was.  The  humil- 
iation imposed  upon  Brannon’s  wife  was  due  to  the  suspicion  ot  the 
“court”  that  she  was  accessory  to  the  theft.  _ 

Jacob  Mace  emigrated  from  Hardy  county,  Va.,  in  1798,  and  se  - 
tied  in  Evans’  prairie,  near  Yellow  Bud.  He  subsequently  move 
near  Chillicothe,  also  in  Union  township,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  His  son,  Isaac  Mace,  was  born  at  that  place  in  1802.  Jacob 
Mace,  late  of  Liberty  township,  was  also  born  in  Union  township, 
and  lived  there  until  1833.  . 

John  Robinson  was  the  last  one  of  the  early  pioneers  in  \jnion. 
He  was  a son  of  Joshua  Robinson,  who  was  a member  of  the  Massie 
surveying  and  exploring  party  of  1795,  and  who  was  killed  in  the 
Indian  battle  at  Reeves’  crossing.  His  brother  William  was  also  a 
participant  in  this  battle,  and  in  1800  located  on  a farm  of  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  in  South  Union.  He  had  previously  purchase 
this  land  of  General  Massie.  William  promptly  volunteered  his 
services  in  the  war  of  1812,  though  exempt  from  military  duty  by 
reason  of  age.  lie  died  at  the  age  of  seventy.  John  Robinson,  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  was  adopted  into  the  family  of  his  uncle  Will- 
iam, and  lived  with  him  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  served 
as  corporal  in  Captain  Manary’s  company  in  the  war  of  1812.  Ho 
lived  to  a ripe  old  age,  and  left  a family  of  ten  children. 

Henry  and  Thomas  Bowdle  and  Thomas  Withgott  came  from  Dor- 
chester county,  Md.,  in  1800.  James  Sisk  and  family  came  about 
the  same  time,  and  all  located,  temporarily,  in  Chillicothe  while  they 
were  selecting  their  new  homes  in  the  wilderness.  They  cleared  a 
small  piece  of  land  on  the  farm  which  afterward  belonged  to  With- 
gott, and  while  doing  this,  and  cultivating  their  crop,  daily  walked 
eight  miles  to  their  work,  returning  in  the  evening,  being  guided  only 
by  blazed  trees  through  the  dense  forest.  Henry  Bowdle  purchased 
one  thousand  acres  of  the  Jones  survey,  being  joined  in  this  by  his 
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sons.  They  erected  a cabin  in  the  woods,  with  port-holes  in  the 
walls,  and  plenty  of  arms  and  ammunition  inside,  ready  to  repel  an 
Indian  attack,  should  such  occur.  But  the  savages,  though  trouble- 
some in  other  localities,  did  not  molest  them  with  their  dreaded  pres- 
ence, in  warlike  array.  Henry  Bowdle  died  March  1,  1829,  in  the 
eightieth  year  of  his  age.  His  sons,  William,  Thomas  and  Joseph, 
married  daughters  of  White  Brown,  mentioned  in  Deerfield  town- 
ship history.  The  fourth  son,  whose  name  was  Jesse,  married  his 
cousin,  Lilly  Bowdle,  and  the  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Rachel, 
became  the  wives,  respectively,  of  Rev.  Elijah  Fruitt  and  Curtis 
Buckwortli.  Thomas  Bowdle,  Thomas  Withgott,  and  James  Sisk 
settled  on  Dry  run,  the  first  and  last  named  subsequently  removing 
to  Pickaway  county,  where  they  ended  their  days.  Withgott 
remained  in  Union  until  his  death  in  1836.  His  descendants,  as  do 
those  of  Henry  Bowdle,  still  live  in  the  township. 

Isaac  Cook  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  early  day  settlers. 
He  was  bom  in  Connecticut  in  1768,  and  came  from  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
to  Chillicothe,  in  179S.  He  came  west  as  the  agent  of  General 
Nevil  in  the  sale  of  his  lands,  and  after  living  two  years  near  Chilli- 
cothe, he  located  on  a tract  of  the  Kevil’s  survey  in  Union  township, 
and  there  established  his  permanent  home.  In  recognition  of  his 
superior  ability,  political  honors  were  thrust  upon  him,  and  he  was  a 
servant  of  the  public  for  many  years.  He  was  appointed  associate 
judge  of  the  common  pleas  court  in  1803,  to  fill  a vacancy  created  by 
the  death  of  Felix  Renick.  He  served  twenty-seven  years  in  this 
office.  Judge  Cook  also  served  several  terms  as  a member  of  the 
State  legislature.  He  had  a family  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom 
lived  out  more  than  the  allotted  days  of  man.  These  were  promi- 
nent and  well  known  families,  his  eldest  daughter  being  the  mother 
of  Lucy  Webb  Hayes.  Others  were  conspicuous  in  the  social  and 
business  affairs  of  the  community.  Judge  Cook  died  in  1842. 

Benjamin  and  Samuel  Kirkpatrick  were  early  neighbors  of  the 
Cook  family,  settling  in  the  vicinity  about  the  same  time.  Thomas 
Hicks  emigrated  to  the  county  from  Maryland,  in  1802,  and  located 
in  Union  township.  He  was  associate  judge  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  for  a number  of  years,  and  died  in  that  office.  Representatives 
of  his  family  still  live  in  the  township.  Thomas  White  came  from 
Delaware  about  the  same  time  as  the  Hicks  family  and  settled  on  a 
farm  just  north  of  the  site  of  the  old  Dry  run  chapel.  John  Winders 
and  family  made  a home  on  Dry  run  in  1800,  and  his  brother  James 
located  in  the  neighborhood  about  the  same  time.  They  were  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  John  first  tarried  for  about  four  years  on  “high 
bank”’ prairie,  before  establishing  a permanent  home  in  Union.  Levi 
Warner  came  with  the  Winders  family,  and  subsequently  married  a 
daughter  of  John,  and  settled  on  a portion  of  his  father-in-law’s  farm. 
The  Winders  were  Quakers  in  religious  belief,  and  the  families 
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became  the  nucleus  to  quite  an  extensive  settkmeM  < !”f  late“gCot- 
Crispins,  Websters,  and  Fergusons,  together  with  othe”  f ^ ““ 
ing.  They  established  a society  of  Friends,  and  a log  meeting 
was  soon  erected  on  the  farm  of  John  Winders,  and  a ^ bo?8e^ 
the  primitive  kind,  was  established  on  the  same  lot.  Nothing is now 
left  to  show  the  former  existence  of  these  evidences  of  earv 
tion  except  a few  neglected  graves  in  the  little  cemetery £ 
the  church.  All  have  fallen  into  decay,  and  the  philanthropic 
founders  have  passed  into  the  oblivion  of  forgetfulness. 

David  Augustus  was  an  early  pioneer  of  Union  township,  com  g 
from  Delaware  prior  to  the  year  1800  His  son  John,  born  here^n 
the  year  last  written,  spent  a long  and  prosperous  life  m the  town 
ship.  Thomas  Earle  was  another  settler  of  1800,  and  James  Arm 
strong,  a native  of  Kentucky,  located  in  Union  about  the  same  time 
that  Earle  did.  Armstrong  was  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  Boss 
county  for  several  years.  He  died  in  1843,  at  the  age  of  ^"^“tv 
The  name  Hurst  has  been  familiar  to  every  resident  of  Ross  county 
for  more  than  a hundred  years.  Today  it  represents,  probably,a 
greater  number  of  descendants  from  the  original  stock  than  any ^oi m 
name  in  the  county.  Levi  Hurst,  a native  of  Maryland  has  the 
honor  of  establishing  the  family  name  in  the  Scioto  w,-JLots  and 
was  a neighbor  and  religious  associate  of  the  Bowdles,  WltbS°“s  ^, 
Sisks  in  their  Marvland  home,  and  was  induced  to  come  westthreu 
the  representations  of  these  Methodist  brethren  who  came  m 18  w, 
Hurst  following  in  1801.  The  family  made  the  trip  from  Maryland 
to  Wheeling  in  one-horse  carts,  though  two  horses  were  hitched 
dem.”  At  Wheeling,  Mr.  Hurst  purchased  a flat  boat  upon  whic 
the  goods  and  family  were  floated  down  to  Portsmouth,  the  hoises 
being  ridden  across  the  country,  joining  the  party  again  at  e p 
last  named.  There  the  goods  were  transferred  to  the  carts,  and 
journey  resumed  through  the  trackless  wilderness.  N in®  aJs  . . 
required  to  make  the  trip  from  Portsmouth  to  Chillicothe,  arrm  g 
at  their  destination  in  the  month  of  June,  1801.  By  Septem  r 
lowing  a location  had  been  selected,  and  the  preliminary  w or* 
establishing  a home  performed,  and  in  that  month  the  fami  } ul0' 
into  the  woods.  Levi  Hurst  and  his  wife  lived  together  for  seven 
years.  Theirs  was  one  of  the  first  hewed  log  houses  in  the  towns  up, 
as  it  was,  also,  an  early  rendezvous  for  the  itinerant  ministers  o 
Methodist  Episcopal'  church,  and  any  other  wayfarer  who  soug 
hospitable  old-time  entertainment.  Their  house  was  also  a.  I?01  ^ 
safety  for  the  neighborhood  when  an  Indian  attack  was  anticipa  e > 
following  the  murder  of  Captain  lierrod  and  the  retributive  ki  ing 
of  Chief  Waw-wil-a-wav.  Mr.  Hurst  was  born  in  1770  and  died  in 
1800.  He  had  a family  of  ten  children,  the  sons  being  name 
.Tames,  William,  Hooper,  Samuel,  Thomas  and  John  H.  The  la  er 
succeeded  to  the  beautiful  parental  home  on  Dry  run,  and  served  is 
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township  in  nearly  all  official  stations  during  a long  and  useful  life. 
Descendants  of  these  sons  live  in  the  township,  and  the  family  is  a 
numerous  and  prominent  one  at  other  points  in  Ross  county.  The 
original  stock  were  all  devout  and  active  Methodists  and  were,  zealous 
in  the  organization  and  sustenance  of  the  pioneer  churches.  Gen. 
S.  H.  Hurst,  a valiant  soldier  of  the  civil  war,  and  later  a prominent 
official  under  the  government,  is  a descendant  of  this  early  pioneer 
stock. 

Joseph  Clark  and  James  McCreary  came  to  the  township  from 
Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  in  1801.  They  erected  a cabin  on  land  pur- 
chased by  Clark,  and  kept  “bachelors’  hall.”  Clark  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  William  Rodgers,  and  resided  where  he  first  settled 
until  1857,  when  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  McCreary 
married  Jane,  a daughter  of  General  Manary,  and  settled  on  a farm 
adjoining  Clark’s,  where  he  also  ended  his  days.  Enos  Pursel,  a 
native  of  Virginia,  came  from  Pennsylvania  in  a very  early  day,  mar- 
ried Martha  Smith,  whose  parents  settled  in  Union  township  in  1799, 
and  located  on  a farm  subsequently  owned  by  his  son,  Smith  Pursel, 
where  he  died.  This  son  was  born  in  Union  township  in  1S04,  and 
was  a resident  of  the  same  for  more  than  seventy  years.  He  ended 
his  days  in  Chill icothe.  Col.  John  Evans  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Xorth  LTnion  and  owned  a large  tract  of  land  near  the  present 
village  of  Yellow  Bud.  He  was  a native  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  born  in 
1700,  and  came  to  Ross  county  about  1800.  Colonel  Evans  was  a 
surveyor  by  profession,  a man  of  intelligence  and  enterprise,  whose 
energy  was  rewarded  by  the  accumulation  of  wealth.  Anthony 
Simms  Davenport  came  with  Colonel  Evans  and  located  a large  tract 
of  land  near  him. 

Levi  Xoble  brought  his  wife  and  eleven  children  from  Sussex 
county,  Del.,  in  1804.  He  purchased  a large  amount  of  land  in 
LTnion  and  other  townships,  establishing  the  family  home  in  the 
southwest  part  of  Lmion.  He  returned  to  Delaware  in  the  spring 
of  1805  and  died  on  the  return  trip,  when  within  a few  miles  of  home. 
Descendants  of  his  family  of  twelve  children  still  reside  in  the  town- 
ship. 

The  following  names  represent  early  established  families  in  Union : 
Xicholas  Cunningham,  Philip  Minear,  John  Acton,  Joseph  Chew, 
Levi  Anderson,  Thomas  Tostle,  Asa  Hankins,  Thomas  Littleton, 
Henry  Cook,  Abraham  Kearns,  General  Henderson,  Ewell  Williams, 
Osmond  Crabb,  John  Anderson,  William  Beard.  The  name  last 
written  comes  with  a bit  of  interesting  history,  as  written  by  the  sub- 
ject, and  preserved  by  his  friend,  R.  W.  Bowdle.  It  reads  as  fol- 
lows: “William  Beard,  Sr.,  born  December  27,  1759,  in  Frederick 

county  (since  Washington),  Maryland ; was  at  General  Gates’  defeat, 
August  16,  1780;  was  at  the  battle  of  King’s  Mountain,  October  7, 
1780;  moved  to  Virginia,  Greenbrier  county,  in  1798;  emigrated  to 
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Eoss  county,  Ohio,  in  1800 ; was  the  father  of  fourteen  children. 

N.  B.  He  has  ever  been  a true  Whig,  and  a true 

liberty.”  Mr.  Beard  died  in  Union  township  in  1 8ol,  being  then  m 

The  following'nained  persons  were  residents  of  the  township  in  an 
early  day,  but  dates  cannot  he  given,  except  that  they  located  as  se- 
ders" prior  tot  he  war  of  1812:  Mahlon  Anderson  came  to  the 

countv  about  1809 ; Hezekinh  and  Isaiah  Ingham  came  fiom  Bucks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  about  1810;  Jacob  Maughmer  came  from  the 

88I^ie  Mein  township  soldier  list  in  the  war  of  1812  is  quite  exten- 
sive,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  it  can  be  presented  in  full ; but  the  gen 
erous  readers  whose  ancestors’  names  may  be  unintentionally  omittea, 
may  attribute  the  omission  to  inability  to  procure  the  mfomatio 
at  this  late  day.  Among  the  first  volunteers  was  W llliam ^Robinson, 

as  previously  stated.  Gen.  James  Manary,  Rmhau  - e 
Atherton,  Henry  Atherton,  John  Anderson  W.niam  Acton  Damel 

Beard,  Casper  Smith, McCafferty,  Colonel  William  Johnson 

Captain  Abram  Moore,  Major  Abraham  Lewis,  Drum  Major  John 

Ortman,  Lieutenant  George  Stanhope,  Edward  Satts,  Daw 
tus,  Abner  and  Thomas  Ezra,  and  Joseph  \angunct>.  ese 
assigned  to  miscellaneous  organizations,  though  doubtless  man 
them  were  enrolled  in  Colonel  Clark’s  regiment,  as  were  all  ot  tn 
following:  William  Wilcox,  William  Cochran,  Richard  Bradley, 

Alexander  McClintoek,  B.  Johnson,  M.  Yates,  M.  Holly,  M. 
son,  Alexander  Eobertson,  A.  Watts,  J.  Clark  and  Captain  P 

Mencil.  , . 

The  early  political  history  of  Union  township,  or  at  lea9y/jl 
earliest,  was  not  preserved  with  the  records  of  the  township.  1 _ 
iam  Robinson  cpialified  as  justice  of  the  peace,  on  October  ^ , > 

.John  Evans  was  inducted  into  the  same  office  on  April  9,  1 > an 

Thomas  White  on  April  11,  1811,  each  for  three  years.  1 he  com- 
plete  record  of  township  officers  does  not  appear  until  the  joar  • 
In  the  spring  of  that  vear  the  election  was  held  at  the  house  o 
Edward  Wilson,  and  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  following  namea 
persons  for  the  various  township  officers:  John  Crozier,  cer', 

Alexander  Robertson,  Nicholas  Cunningham  and  Robert  Sir  ey, 
trustees;  Aaron  Dowley,  treasurer;  Charles  McCrea,  lister;  diiomas 
Dowdle  and  Thomas  Witligott,  overseers  of  the  poor;  Joseph  ' 
and  John  Stauchton,  fence-viewers;  Benjamin  Jones,  Henry  . 1C 
olson,  and  Jacob  Ritchhart,  constables;  Joseph  Gardner,  justice  o 
the  peace;  James  McCreary,  Isaac  Bradley,  Thomas  Shields,  Ro  e 
Harvey,  Isaac  Cook,  James  Dunlap,  and  David  Anderson,  roa 
supervisors  for  the  seven  districts  of  the  township,  in  the  or  er 
named. 

The  Quaker  school,  organized  in  the  Winders  settlement,  shares 
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about  equal  honors  with  that  established  in  South  Union,  as  regards 
antiquity.  The  precise  date  of  the  opening  of  either  is  not  known, 
except  that  both  began  their  career  during  the  very  early  days  of  the 
last  century.  The  development  of  the  educational  interests  in 
Union  township  kept  pace  with  the  onward  march  of  civilization  in 
other  directions.  The  log  structure  of  pioneer  days  soon  gave  place 
to  the  more  pretentious  buildings  of  the  middle  period,  and  these,  in 
turn,  to  the  modern  and  finely  equipped  buildings  of  the  present 
day.  Among  the  first  teachers  in  the  township  were  Charles  McCrea 
and  Ebenezer  Evarts.  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Lowry  were  also  early 
teachers. 

The  Methodists  were  the  pioneers  in  religious  effort  in  Union. 
The  families  of  Henry  and  Thomas  Bowdle,  Thomas  Withgott  and 
James  Sisk,  already  mentioned,  were  the  nucleus  to  a church  organ- 
ization which  was  effected  on  Dry  run  in  1800,  under  the  ministra- 
tions of  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  the  first  Methodist  preacher  in  the  town- 
ship. In  1801,  Levi  Hurst  joined  the  little  band,  and  rendered 
valiant  service  to  the  church  during  the  balance  of  his  life.  Dry  run 
became  one  of  the  principal  appointments  on  the  Deer  creek  circuit 
The  congregation  occupied  a log  church  until  about  1845,  when  a sub- 
stantial brick  house  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old.  The  parson- 
age of  the  circuit  was  also  built  on  Dry  run,  and  was  located  in  a 
maple  forest,  out  of  sight  of  any  other  human  habitation.  The  first 
Methodist  Sunday  school  in  the  township,  and  probably  the  first  one 
in  the  county,  outside  of  Chillicothe,  was  organized  in  1828,  with 
William  Bowdle,  president;  Levi  Hurst,  vice  president;  Harper 
Hurst,  secretary ; Willis  Hicks,  treasurer.  The  affairs  of  the  society 
were  at  first  controlled  by  a board  of  five  managers,  these  consisting 
of  Joseph  Bowdle,  Reuben  Withgott,  John  Y.  Hurst,  Wesley  Bow- 
dle and  Stewart  Tootle.  After  the  election  of  a superintendent,  a 
position  to  which  Harper  Hurst  was  chosen,  the  offices  of  president, 
vice  president  and  managers,  were  discontinued.  John  H.  Hurst 
was  superintendent  of  this  school  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and 
survived  all  of  the  original  members  and  officers. 

The  Moberry  class  was  organized  about  1814,  and  held  public 
services  for  a number  of  years,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Moberry,  from 
whom  it  derived  its  name.  Rev.  Pleasant  Thurman,  father  of  the 
senator,  and  Rev.  Joseph  Dunlap,  were  among  the  early  ministers 
who  officiated  for  this  society.  The  class  was  finally  disorganized, 
and  its  membership  was  largely  absorbed  in  the  subsequent  organi- 
zation of  Shiloh  church,  known  as  the  Jenkins  society,  the  meetings 
being  at  first  held  at  the  house  of  John  Jenkins,  a local  preacher. 
In  later  years  the  services  were  held  at  the  log  school  house  in  the 
same  neighborhood.  On  the  erection  of  the  church  building,  in  1845, 
the  name  of  the  society  was  changed  to  Shiloh  church. 

A society  of  Methodists  was  established  at  Andersonville,  and  held 
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regular  meetings  as  early  as  1815.  They  occupied  die  schoolhouse 
until  1829,  when  they  erected  a small  brick  meeting  house  just  west 
of  the  village  of  Andersonville.  This  was  tom  down  and  rebuilt  in 
1879.  The  cemetery  at  this  church  was  opened  in  May,  18dU,  tne 
body  of  Mrs.  Howard  Rouse  being  the  first  interment  there. 

The  Methodists  of  North  Union  erected  a log  meeting  house  on 
the  Swaney  road,  about  the  year  1828.  Soon  after  completion,  the 
house  was  burned,  and  a brick  house,  known  as  the  Spring  Ban* 
church,  succeeded  it  in  1832.  Rev.  Evan  Stevenson,  father  ol  Hon. 
Job  Stevenson,  late  of  Cincinnati,  was  the  first  pastor,  and  was  an 
efficient  and  able  minister.  A few  members  of  the  Baptist  iaun 
assisted  in  building  this  church,  in  recognition  of  which  they  were 
permitted  to  occupy  it  on  each  Sabbath  occurring  as  the  fifth,  in  tne 
month.  The  Rev.  William  Baker,  of  Deerfield  township,  was  their 
pastor.  The  church  was  finally  abandoned  as  unsafe,  and  mee  ings 

were  held  in  the  school  house.  , 

Mount  Zion's  church  was  organized  in  1841,  by  Rev.  bamuel 
McAdow,  who,  on  that  occasion,  filled  an  appointment  for  Kev. 
Pleasant  Thurman.  The  organization  was  effected  at  the  Armstrong 
school  house,  which  had  been  a regular  preaching  appointment  lor 
some  time  previously.  Some  thirty-seven  members  jome  a e 
organization,  or  soon  thereafter,  and  a career  of  usefulness  was  appar 
ent  from  the  first.  Judge  Armstrong,  who  owned,  adjacent  land, 
though  not  a member  of  any  church,  was  pleased  with  the  prospec 
of  a successful  religious  effort  in  the  community,  and  geneious  y 
donated  a handsome  site  for  a new  church.  This  was 
accepted,  and  the  building  was  erected  in  1843.  The  Rev.  nlV 
Nation  preached  the  first  sermon  in  the  new  church,  before  it  was 
finished  or  dedicated.  His  text  on  that  occasion  suggested  the  name 
of  the  church — “They  that  trust  the  Lord  shall  be  as  Mount  Zion, 
which  cannot  be  removed,  but  abideth  forever.”  The  dedicatory 
services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  James  R.  Finley. 

The  Union  Presbyterian  church  has  been  one  of  the  success  u 
religious  organizations  of  the  township  for  more  than  a min  re 
years.  It  was  organized  on  the  13th  of  April,  1802.  Rev.  Wi  iain 
Spear  was  the  first  pastor,  and  was  also  the  pastor  of  New  Hope  (now 
First)  Presbyterian  church  in  Chillicotlie.  Mr.  Speer  01|e  t 

third  of  his  time  to  this  church,  and  two-thirds  to  the  Chillicot  e 
charge.  In  October,  1802,  the  pastor  resigned  both  pastorates,  an 
Union  church  depended  upon  occasional  supplies  until  1806,  w en 
Rev.  Robert  G.  Wilson  was  regularly  installed  as  pastor  of  the  two 
societies,  he  having  preached  to  them  for  a year  previously.  Dp 
Wilson  continued  his  services  until  1811,  wdien  the  growing  deman  a 
of  the  Chillicotlie  church  required  his  entire  time,  and  Union  churc 
was  again  without  a pastor.  During  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Wilson,  a 
brick  church,  small  but  sufficient,  was  erected.  This  was  partially 
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destroyed  by  a windstorm,  in  1831,  but  soon  rebuilt.  It  is  believed, 
though  not  definitely  known,  that  Dr.  Campbell — a practicing  physi- 
cian, as  well  as  minister, — was  Dr.  Wilson’s  successor,  and  that  death 
severed  his  pastoral  relations.  His  successor  was  Rev.  William 
Jones,  who  was  first  employed  in  1815.  The  records  show  that  his 
second  year’s  salary  subscribed,  was  two  hundred  and  twenty-three 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  one-half  of  which  was  to  be  accepted  in 
wheat,  corn,  beef  or  pork,  at  the  market  price ; assuredly  not  a 
princely  salary  for  the  services  required,  yet  in  keeping  with  the 
compensations  awarded  for  all  professional  services  in  the  early  days. 
Many  distinguished  men  have  filled  the  pulpit  of  this  unpretentious 
country  church,  which  was  an  early  beacon  light  to  the  settlers  in  the 
vast  wilderness. 

Mona  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  April  22,  1872,  though 
an  effort  was  made  to  effect  an  organization  the  fall  before,  and  some 
two  thousand  dollars  subscribed,  and  a site  for  a church  secured.  A 
mission  school  had  been  formed  at  the  school  house  in  sub-district 
number  one,  and  the  success  of  this  stimulated  the  efforts  for  a church 
organization.  The  society,  however,  was  not  unanimous  in  declaring 
for  a second  church  of  the  same  denomination  within  a comparatively 
small  area  of  territory  in  the  country ; and  a committee,  appointed  by 
the  presbytery,  finally  decided  the  matter  favorably  to  the  new  organ- 
ization. Nine  members  were  received  under  the  various  forms  of  the 
church  ritual,  and  these  constituted  the  nucleus  around  which  the 
organization  grew  into  prominence  and  usefulness.  The  church  edi- 
fice was  commenced  in  1872,  and  was  primarily  intended  for  both  a 
church  and  school  of  higher  order  of  learning  than  the  common 
schools  afforded.  But  the  latter  feature  never  fully  materialized. 
The  building  cost,  in  the  end,  about  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  was 
several  years  in  reaching  final  completion.  The  church  was  dedi- 
cated on  May  23,  1875,  Revs.  Robert  Galbraith  and  H.  W.  Briggs, 
officiating.  The  trustees  at  that  time  were  David  Cunningham,  Sam- 
uel F.  McCoy,  George  T.  Sowerby,  L.  B.  James,  and  Isaac  S.  Cook. 
Mr.  Sowerby  was  also  elected  one  of  the  two  elders,  his  associate 
being  William  C.  Ply  ley.  The  church  has  steadily  grown  in  popu- 
lar favor  and  strength,  and  numbers  among  its  communicants  many 
of  the  long-established  and  prominent  families  in  the  township. 

The  Christian  Union  denomination  organized  a church  on  Novem- 
ber 14,  1868,  under  the  efforts  of  Rev.  Addison  Nichols,  wrho  had 
preached  in  the  community  for  a year  previous  to  this.  The  society 
conducted  their  religious  services  for  about  ten  years,  at  the  brick 
school  house  near  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church;  but  in  1878  they 
erected  a brick  church  a short  distance  west  of  Andersonville. 

The  Evangelical  Society  organized  a church  of  that  faith  at  Yel- 
low Bud,  and  conducted  their  services  at  the  school  house,  which  was 
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originally  a church  used  by  the  Protestant  Methodists.  The  date  of 
this  organization  is  not  definitely  known.  . 

The  first  burial  places  in  the  township  were  usually  private 
grounds,  established  on  the  farms,  as  necessity  required.  The  Bowd 
cemetery  is  the  oldest  public  burying-ground  in  the  t<>'v'1^1l), 
was  laid  out,  probably,  in  1800,  since  the  burial  here  of  M^  Mary  , 
Sisk,  wife  of  James,  occurred  on  February  2,  1801.  This  sacred 
spot  contains  the  remains  of  many  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Union 
township.  But  in  this  respect  it  is  not  more  conspicuous,  than  the 
“Union  Church”  burying  ground,  in  which  the  earliest  interment  was 
the  body  of  Joseph  McCoy,  who  died  in  1811.  It  18  ln  eres 
note  that  many  of  the  pioneers  attained  the  ripe  old  age  of  ne 
hundred  years,  and  two,  at  least,  in  this  cemetery,  exceeded  a cenn^y 
of  existence,  an  impressive  commentary  upon  the  simplici  y o 

lives  and  habits.  , . . , , , » fi.„ 

The  Spring  Bank  cemetery  evidently  was  established  beiore 
church  of  that  name,  since  die  first  burial  there  occurred  in  le- 
thal of  Mrs.  Marv  Evans— mother  of  Colonel  John  Evans,  lhe 
cemetery  in  connection  with  Union  Chapel,  at  Andersonville,  is  o 
more  recent  establishment,  the  first  recorded  burial  there  being  tliat 
of  the  wife  of  Howard  Bouse,  in  May,  1830,  as  previously  stated 
The  first  grist-mill  in  Union  township  was  erected  where  leno 
Bud  is  now  located,  the  projectors  being  Francis  and  Baj  e88  i ® ’ 
who  set  it  in  operation  about  1800.  Governor  Tiffin  established  tl 
second  mill,  on  Deer  Creek,  about  1805.  It  was  afterwards  owned 
and  operated  by  John  Tootle,  and  after  him,  passed  through  several 
bands  until  it  came  into  possession  of  the  Ritchharts,  who  1 , 

other  purposes.  The  Albright  mills  were  erected  about  1S1V,  ana 
consisted  of  both  a saw-mill  and  grist-mill.  Judge  Josepi  ar  n 
was  the  projector  of  this  enterprise,  though  he  subsequently  re  ax 
his  energy  in  its  operation,  to  accept  the  honors  of  public  o ce, 
being  the  successor  of  Judge  Hicks,  on  the  common  pleas  en<r  * 
But  he  remained  in  control  until  his  death.  The  property,  na  J 
passed  into  the  hands  of  J osepli  Albright,  hence  the  name,  m a ® 
years.  Hezekiah  and  Isaiah  Ingham,  in  company  with  Jo  n e 
ster,  erected  a large  flouring  mill  on  the  river  east  of  Andersonvi  e, 
in  1818.  The  Inghams  subsequently  became  the  sole  proprietors, 
operating  the  mill  and  a distillery  until  about  1831,.  when  they 
verted  the  flouring  mill  into  a paper  mill,  continuing  in  that  me 
some  seven  or  eight  years,  when  the  business  was  abandoned. 

Temporary  saw-mills  were  erected  on  the  various  streams,  as  neces 
sity  demanded,  In  the  early  days,  and  these  were  discontinued  w ien 
the  wants  of  their  patrons  were  supplied.  Major  Willits,  while  dig 
ging  a race  for  one  of  these  primitive  mills  on  Anderson’s  run,  uncov 
ered  five  human  skeleton,  at  a depth  of  fourteen  feet.  They  were 
embedded  in  a stiff  blue  clay. 
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There  are  three  small  towns  in  Union  township,  the  largest  of 
which,  according  to  the  census  of  1900,  is  Yellow  Bud.  In  the  days 
of  extensive  traffic  on  the  Ohio  canal,  this  town  did  quite  a flourish- 
ing business,  and  it  is  still  a popular  trading  point,  being  sustained 
by  an  excellent  farming  country.  A “dry  dock”  was  once  located 
there  for  the  building  and  repair  of  canal  boats.  But  the  aggressions 
of  nearby  railroad  towns  have  shorn  Yellow  Bud  of  much  of  its  for- 
mer prominence  in  the  business  world.  The  population  is  now  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  Andersonville,  also  a station  on  the  canal, 
has  a present  population  of  one  hundred.  In  writing  of  churches, 
schools  and  other  public  enterprises,  these  villages  have  been  fre- 
quently mentioned.  Anderson  station  is  located  on  the  Cincinnati, 
Hamilton  & Dayton  railroad,  and  is  the  only  railway  station  in 
Union.  Its  present  population  is  quoted  at  sixty.  The  various 
industries  incident  to  towns  of  this  size,  together  with  the  social, 
religious,  educational  and  political  functions,  are  all  represented, 
while  the  mercantile  and.  other  business  interests  are  quite  extensive. 

Rural  post  offices  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people  were  early 
established,  some  of  which  were  kept  in  the  farm  houses.  These 
have  been  discontinued  on  the  adoption  of  the  admirable  system  of 
“rural  free  delivery,”  which  brings  almost  eveiy  farmer  in  daily  con- 
tact with  the  outside  world,  and  his  mail  is  left  at  his  door.  Add  to 
this  the  conveniences  of  the  modern  telephone,  and  the  isolation  of 
country  life  is  reduced  to  the  minimum.  . 

II — 19 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAPTER  XX. 


JEFFERSON  TOWNSHIP. 


THIS  is  the  southeast  comer  township  of  ^ss.c^nt^k-  a 
Scioto  river  forms  the  western  boundary 
southeasterly  course,  gives  a river  boundary  ° 
and  a half  miles.  Jefferson  was  one  of  the  onginal  town 
ships  in  the  county,  established,  probably,  as  early  as  the 
of  the  last  century.  It  was  subdivided  m 1812,  and  HaV\.,.  Jef. 
ship  was  erected  from  the  territory  originally  em  race  , 

ferson.  The  eastern  boundary  is  five  and  one-third  miles  and  the 
northern  is  seven  and  a half.  Territorially,  it  is  the  tallest  town^ 
ship  in  Ross  county.  The  land  is  considerably  broken,  an 
fertile  as  some  other  portions  of  the  county,  yet  generally  prodtictive 
except  in  the  most  hilly  districts.  The  va  leys  <>* 
other  streams  in  the  interior,  are  not  wide,  hence  the  g P S 

raphy  of  the  township  is  undulating,  and  in  some  localities  quite 
bilk  Pilot  Knob  is  an  eminence  of  considerable  elevation, 
located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  township,  near  the  Jack*°“  y_ 
line.  Sight-seers  and  picnicking  parties  make  this  a fr®T'e  , , 

dezvous  in  summer  time.  While  there  is  some  excellent  land,  ana 
fine  farms  and  improvements,  it  cannot  be  said  that  Jeffers  ? 
cially  rich  or  valuable  territory.  Salt  creek  is  the  principal  intenor 
stream,  and  this  divides  the  township  into  nearly  equal  parts,  ™ . \ 

from  northeast  to  southwest,  and  emptying  into  the  Scio  o. 
stream  of  considerable  magnitude,  affording  abundant  wa  er  P , ’ 

and  was  formerly  navigated  by  flatboats,  which  carried  p _ 11 
Richmond  to  the  Scioto,  thence  to  distant  markets.  It  derive 
name  from  the  saline  nature  of  its  headwaters  in  Jackson  coun  y,  . 
in  early  days  salt  was  produced  from  its  waters  by  evapor 
Entering  it  from  the  south  are  two  small  streams,  having  their  80^. 
in  the  adjacent  hills,  while  Walnut  creek  enters  from  a Ilorrie^n  *naffe 
tion.  These,  with  the  numerous  spring  branches,  afford  the  rai 
and  water  supply  of  the  township.  There  seems  to  have  een 
unusual  mortality  from  drowning  in  Jefferson  township, 
douht,  to  the  treacherous  condition  of  the  fords  on  Salt  cree  e 
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the  days  of  bridges.  From  1821  to  1847,  there  were  twelve  deaths 
from  this  cause,  two  of  the  victims  being  unknown ; the  others  were 
Captain  Levi  Hicks,  Lorenzo  Moffit,  Mr.  Dawson,  John  Hagans,  Mr. 
Martin,  Peter  Burr,  two  children  of  J.  Tomlinson,  Anson  Graves 
and  Daniel  Bailey. 

The  Detroit  and  Ironton  division  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & 
Dayton  railroad  traverses  Jefferson  from  the  northwest  to  the  south- 
east, Richmond  Dale  being  the  only  station  within  the  township, 
though  Vigo,  a station  on  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Southwestern,  is 
located  on  the  north  line,  in  the  southern  extremity  of  Liberty  town- 
ship. This  road  crosses  the  northeast  corner  of  Jefferson,  and  leaves 
the  county  at  West  Junction.  Ample  shipping  facilities  are  thus 
afforded,  and  the  railroad  accommodations  are  superior  to  most  other 
rural  districts  in  the  county.  The  country  is  traversed  by  well  kept 
turnpikes,  which  add  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  interior 
travel.  Richmond  Dale,  the  only  town  or  trading  point  in  the  town- 
ship, was  laid  out  in  1811,  by  John  and  Joshua  Moffitt.  Some  time 
later,  Jeremiah  Moffitt  joined  in  the  proprietorship,  and  the  town  was 
known  by  the  various  names  of  “Hew  Richmond/’  “Moffitt’s  Town” 
and  Richmond.  But  in  1816,  when  the  post  office  was  established, 
there  being  another  Richmond  in  the  State,  it  was  designated  as 
Richmond  Dale,  a name  which  the  village  has  since  borne,  except  in 
very  old  legal  documents.  But  long  before  the  existence  of  this  town 
the  Salt  creek  valley  was  settled,  principally  by  Quakers  from  North 
Carolina,  among  whom  were  the  Cox,  Hinson  and  Moffitt  families. 
These  came  about  the  year  1798.  The  erection  of  a large  grist-mill 
on  the  west  side  of  Salt  creek,  during  the  first  decade  in  the  last  cen- 
tury, was  the  beginning  of  the  town.  To  the  Moffitt  family  is  due  the 
credit  of  this  enterprise. 

The  agricultural  interests  of  the  township  are  varied  and  extensive. 
The  northern  half  embraces  the  • largest  land  holdings,  and  conse- 
quently is  not  as  populous  as  the  southern  portion,  where  the  farms 
are  smaller.  Stock  raising  and  fruit  culture  are  profitable  acces- 
sories* to  the  raising  of  grain  and  vegetables.  Much  land  is  devoted 
to  grazing  purposes,  to  which  it  is  admirably  adapted,  by  reason  of 
the  abundance  of  pure  water,  and  successful  growing  of  all  kinds  of 
grasses.  That  portion  of  the  township  embraced  within  the  Scioto 
bottoms  is  excellent  farming  land,  a characteristic  which  holds  true 
of  that  noted  valley  throughout  its  entire  length.  The  river  front  of 
Jefferson  township  is  no  exception.  The  Salt  creek  valley  is  gener- 
ally narrow,  bounded  bv  sloping  hillsides  or  abrupt  bluffs. 

The  township  is  not  rich  in  prehistoric  relics,  and  some  of  those 
that  did  exist  have  been  destroyed,  and  the  material  largely  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.  Near  the  county  bridge,  on 
land  formerly  owned  by  Smiley  Caldwell,  was  once  a stone  mound 
about  four  rods  square,  which  was  no  doubt  of  prehistoric  origin. 
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The  stone  of  which  it  was  constriicted  appeared  ^ hare  be^ 

with  great  care,  thus  gi^g  ® ^ residents  in  the  construction  of 
These  have  been  utilized  by  adjace  debris  which,  to  this 

„1,„  and  nothing  ESil  Date,  Wan 

day,  defies  the  aggressions  of  the  plo  • thought 

balls  in  considerable  quantities,  unknown  com- 

to  mark  the  spot  of  some  unrecorded  conflmt  betwee  leaden 

batants.  It  is  said  that  there  were  at  .least  a ^ ymner. 
missiles,  of  crade  form,  apparent'cu  found  charcoal, 

ous  Indian  graves  have  been  op  > te  id  s human  skeletons, 
parched  corn,  and  hones  of  various  animals  tesuLes  ^ ^ Kana. 

broken  pottery,  arrows  and  pipes.  Theo  4 jeffferson 

wha  to  Chillicothe  and  other  Scloto  *°  ’ Aare  in  reaching  the  salt 

township ; and  that  was  the  regular  S -phis  township  was 

Z&'ZUtZb  ..Oindohoing  — 

of  S-*  OjjW- 

tioned,  a considerable  colony  o 0Ig“®att  and  jlinears.  Anthony 
■ward.  These  include  the  Meekers,  Sttattons  ana  in  l803, 

Rittenour  brought  his  family  iroin  r®  t t0^n  0f  Richmond 

and  located  on  a fertile  tract  north  of  the  piesem  Cartwright 

Dale.  He  erected  a stone  barn  m which  the  Ifov^  V ^ ^ 

held  religious  services  as  early  as  180o.  1 P y/r.  Ritten- 

effort  of  the  pioneer  ministers  “ wa9  the  last  of  the  old 
our  served  bis  country  m tbe  wai  of  , 

pioneers  to  pass  away.  , „d  jn  the  war  of 

Benjamin  Short  was  an  early  set,tle  ‘ ffi  f milv  removed  from 
1812.  He  lived  to  a ripe  old  age.  The  Moffitt  famUy  « ' ^ in 

the  State  many  years  ago.  The  family  name  . Jefferson.  His 
the  township.  Henry  Hinson  en  er  ns  . yg  ^£e  there.  He 
farm  descended  to  his  son  dolin,  w o a * P one  0£  tbe  earliest 

was  horn  in  the  township  m 181  • fiV  tl  e ’ ears.  He  died  in 
settlers,  lived  in  the  same  house s for  fiftj  -three  ? rous  descend- 
Richmond  Dale  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  ye  • resp0nsible  posi- 
ants  still  live  in  the  county,  some  of  whom  have  held  respo 
tions  through  political  preferment.  . having  pro- 

Jefferson  township  is  justly  entitled  to  ^ StanclifE 

duced  the  tallest  man  who  ever  lived  m Ross  coun  y.  • ^ inche3. 
was  the  individual,  who  measured  six  feet  sev  erated  a plant 

John  Griffis  was  an  early  settler.  He  was  a tanner,  P ^ ^ 
established  in  1825,  and  lived  in  Richmond  Da  e 0f  ,]ie  town- 

years.  Capt.  J anies  Hampsen  was  a very  , 4 Richmond 

ship.  He  kept  the  first  tavern  on  the  his  son 

Dale  pike.  Other  early  settlers  were  Ned  Dawso  acrogg 

Leonard,  who  settled  at  tbe  site  of  the  present  coun  y 
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Salt  creek;  Adam  Sell  and  Jacob  Aid,  two  young  men  who  came 
with  the  Rittenour  family,  and  became  permanent  settlers.  Jacob 
Sigler  and  his  son  George  came  from  Frederick  county,  Md.,  and 
settled  south  of  Salt  creek,  and  Daniel  Boyer  located  in  the  same 
neighborhood. 

John  Boots  -was  probably  the  first  blacksmith  in  the  township. 
John  Griffith  became  a resident  of  the  township  in  1815.  He  estab- 
lished the  tannery  business  in  1825,  and  owned  and  operated  it  for 
many  years,  subsequently  selling  the  business  to  John  Griffis,  as 
before  intimated.  John,  Joshua  and  Richard  O’Dell  were  among 
the  pioneer  settlers.  The  Ray,  Ward,  Graves  and  Peppers  families 
were  settlers  in  the  early  days. 

The  last  lingering  relic  of  by-gone  days,  connecting  the  past  cen- 
tury with  the  present,  and  transmitting  the  traditions  of  early  settle- 
ment to  the  inquiring  minds  of  the  present  generation,  was  Uncle 
Jacob  Rittenour.  He  "was  a son  of  Anthony  Rittenour,  and  though 
the  third  in  order  of  birth,  in  a family  of  seven,  he  outlived  them  all, 
and  well-nigh  rounded  out  a full  century  of  existence.  He  was  a boy 
of  seventeen  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Jefferson  township. 
His  brothers  and  sisters  were  named  Henry,  George  (Jacob),  Eva, 
Frederick,  William  and  Margaret.  These  married,  and  raised  fami- 
lies, descendants  of  -whom  still  live  in  the  county. 

The  early  political  history  of  Jefferson  township  is  very  obscure, 
and  reliable  data  is  not  procurable.  John  Ratcliff  was  an  early  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  who  served  many  years  in  that  office,  beginning  in 
1811.  His  descendants  are  numerous  in  Jefferson  and  adjoining 
townships,  and  some  of  them  have  attained  to  positions  of  prominence 
in  the  county.  John  Graves  wras  also  a justice  of  the  peace  as  early 
as  1812. 

The  various  industries  of  commerce  and  manufacture  were  early 
established,  and  prosecuted  -with  intelligence  and  success.  One 
prominent  industry  here,  as  everywhere,  in  the  early  day,  was  the 
still-house.  J.  W.  Vanmeter  wrrites  of  that  industry  as  follows: 
“In  the  first  settlement  of  this  township,  we  had  the  social  evil  in  the 
shape  of  still-houses.  We  had  three  in  town,  and  nine  within  a mile 
of  the  place  (Richmond  Dale).  My  informant  says  he  has  seen  nine 
fights  within  half  an  hour,  "where  the  blows  fell  fast  and  furious; 
when  all  was  over,  the  parties  would  scramble  up  with  mashed  noses 
and  black  eyes,  repair  to  the  first  doggery,  and  drink  ‘friends’  until 
the  next  meeting.  With  all  this  we  have  had  but  one  person  sent 
from  this  township  to  the  penitentiary,  and  none  hung  as  yet.” 
(Pioneer  Record  of  Ross  County,  p.  95.) 

This  statement  must  be  taken  with  a grain  of  tolerance,  since  in 
the  early  days  referred  to,  liquor  drinking  was  almost  universal,  and 
its  manufacture  was  not  controlled  by  law.  Any  man  could  own  and 
operate  a “still,”  with  as  much  freedom  from  legal  restraint,  as  he 
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could  run  his  fanning  mill.  Liquor  was  a staple  article  of  trade,  in 
some  localities  the  “circulating  medium.”  The  surplus  grain  of  the 
farms,  for  which  there  was  no  market  except  the  local  demand,  was 
usually  made  into  whiskey,  either  by  the  owner,  or  some  neighbor, 
who  worked  it  up  “on  the  shares.”  Corn  whiskey  was  often  the 
motive  power  which  lifted  the  heaviest  log  at  raisings  or  log-rollings, 
and  graced  all  social  functions  with  the  “balm  of  good-fellowship.” 

Richmond  Dale  is  a prosperous  little  town,  with  the  usual  business 
houses  and  shops.  Many  of  the  present-day  citizens  and  business 
men  are  descendants  of  the  early  pioneer  settlers,  who  have  left  their 
impress  upon  the  succeeding  generations.  Considering  the  age  of 
the  town,  it  has  not  made  rapid  strides  in  growth,  or  in  the  accumula- 
tion of  wealth,  though  the  people  are  generally  well-to-do,  and  pro- 
gressive. Some  of  the  mercantile  establishments  would  be  creditable 
to  a much  larger  town,  and  business  is  carried  on  with  ample  capital 
on  the  basis  of  solidity  and  permanence.  The  population  of  the  vil- 
lage, according  to  the  census  of  1900,  is  three  hundred  and  eight 

A fine  graded  school  serves  the  educational  interests  of  the  town 
and  adjacent  country,  while  the  district  schools  of  the  township  are 
in  keeping  with  the  high  standard  of  excellence  maintained  through- 
out the  county. 

The  Methodists  were  the  pioneers  in  the  religious  history  of  the 
township,  and  have  a good  church,  and  numerous  following,  in  the 
town  of  Richmond  Dale. 

Garfield  lodge,  Xo.  711,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  is  the  only  secret  society  rep- 
resented in  the  village,  and  is  in  a flourishing  condition. 
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TWIN  TOWNSHIP. 

TOPOGRAPHICALLY  this  township  is  wonderfully  diver- 
sified. Paint  creek  drains  the  territory  and  flows  in  a 
northeasteHy  direction,  entering  the  township  near  the 
west  central  line,  and  dividing  it  into  nearly  equal  parts. 
The  valley  or  bottom  lands  adjacent  to  this  creek  are  especially  fer- 
tile, highly  improved,  and  very  valuable.  The  hilly  boundaries  of 
the  valley  are  not  so  rich  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  northern 
tributaries  of  Paint  creek  are  Upper  and  Lower  Twin  (from  which 
the  township  derives  its  name),  Campbell’s  run,  Wilcox  run,  and  Cat- 
tail run.  These  afford  the  drainage  of  the  northern  portion,  while 
Sulphur  creek  and  Black  run  empty  into  Paint  creek  from  the  south. 
Upper  Twin  and  Lower  Twin  are  very  appropriately  named,  since 
they  are  about  equal  in  size,  and  flow  nearly  parallel  to  each  other, 
and  at  no  great  distance  apart. 

The  surface  of  the  township  is  generally  rolling,  and  some  eleva- 
tions of  considerable  magnitude  appear.  There  is  some  land  of 
little  value  for  farming  purposes,  and  such  is  either  used  for  grazing 
lands,  or  is  still  in  the  primitive  state1,  nourishing  the  native  timber 
which  is  yet  standing. 

The  principal  varieties  of  timber  which  abounded  in  exhaustless 
supply  and  excellent  quality  were  hickory,  walnut,  butternut,  ash, 
poplar,  sugar-maple,  oak  of  all  kinds,  cherry,  sycamore  and  hack- 
berry.  The  buckeye  also  flourished  in  most  localities,  and  was  a 
source  of  considerable  loss  to  the  settlers,  as  their  cattle  ravenously 
devoured  the  poisonous  fruit.  A peculiar  and  striking  feature  of 
the  virgin  forest  was  the  entire  absence  of  the  usual  rank  growth  of 
underbrush.  This  was  attributed  to  the  annual  forest  fires,  caused, 
or  permitted,  by  the  aborigines. 

With  the  advent  of  the  first  white  settlers,  the  woods  abounded  in 
game  of  all  kinds  known  in  the  country.  Deer  and  wild  turkeys, 
exceedingly  plentiful,  afforded  the  principal  meat  supply  of  the  early 
settlers.  Every  man  and  boy,  and  some  of  the  female  population, 
were  expert  hunters,  and  many  are  the  tales  told  of  hair-breadth 
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escapes  from,  and  single-handed  contests .with,  bruin,  the  archenemy 
of  the  young  domestic  animals  about  the  settlers  cabins.  ’ 

panthers  wildcats  also  made  night  hideous  and  ^™Hrave 
precarious,  with  their  prowling,  stealthy  and  deceptive  methods  of 

^The  first  settlement  of  Twin  township  antedates  hs  organization 
by  several  years.  The  township  organization  was  effected  on  tne 
5S  J February,  1805,  from  tern .cry  P~™»* ' 
within  the  tomtehip.  of  Duion,  Contmrd  end  Pmtou.  The  hou«  of 
J.  Elliott  was  designated  as  the  voting  place,  and  was  so  continued 

'^Lends^go'is ^entitled  to  the  honor  of  first  settle;,  he paving  emi- 
grated  to  the  Paint  creek  valley  in  the  autumn  of  1 ‘ • 

bom  near  Baltimore,  lid.,  in  1767,  emigrating  from  there  to  Ken 
tuckv,  thence  to  Ross  county.  Mr.  Igo  purchased  land  from  to 
eraf  McArthur,  on  Lower  Twin,  and  there  built  his  cabm  and 
established  a home  on  the  farm  later  owned  by  his  son  WiRiam. 
the  spring  of  1798  he  returned  to  Kentucky  and  p^lin 

and  was  accompanied  on  his  return  trip  by  his  brothcr-.ndaw  PMhp 
Hare.  When  within  sight  of  his  cabin  Igo  discovered  smoke  is  umg 
from  the  chimney ; and,  believing  that  the  Indians  were  “ 
the  partv  prepared  for  a battle  with  the  redskins.  * i • 

tionlly,  '4-  1m  Wtb  .nd  pWd  » « 

was  occupied  by  a white  family  who  were  occupying  ^ • g 
temporarily  during  his  absence,  and  pending  the  er^ctl0^  f 
own.  This  "squatter ,”  whose  name  was  Jeffers,  settled  on  a f am 
adjoining  the  Igos  and  became  their  nearest  neighbor  ^ b 
were  "near  neighbors”  in  those  days,  however,  if  on  j s p ^ 

the  distance  of  a few  miles.  For  some  time  after  Mr.  & pes 
in  the  wilderness  on  Lower  Twin,  he  brought  all  his  family  supplies 
from  Kentucky,  himself  making  the  trips  with  a pack  hors  . 
was  a cooper  by  trade,  and  willingly  exchanged  his  mec  , i 

with  the  settlers  for  rail-splitting,  thus  supplying  the  neighhorh 
with  wooden  ware.  He  raised  a family  of  eight  children,  y 
of  whom  remained  in  the  township,  and  only  three  s\1^v^e  -n 

of  middle  life.  Descendants  of  William  Igo  still  live  m 
Lewis  Igo  died  in  1844.  ,,  , • j?nTT1_ 

Philip  Hare  opened  up  a small  farm  to  which  he  ^roug 
ily  from  Kentucky ; but  lie  ended  his  days  in  the  west.  ® _ j 

of  George  V.  and  Jacob  Haller  settled  on  Paint  creek  inl<  ® 
there  established  a home  on  what  was  locally  known  as^  a er  " . 

tom,  George  Haller  owning  most  of  the  land  in  the  vicinity, 
first  winter  in  the  new  country  was  spent  in  a shanty  made  0 P . 
cheons,  the  walls  of  which  were  lined  with  bear-skins,  the  resu 
Mr.  Haller’s  success  on  the  chase.  One  entire  end  of  ca  m 
left  open,  and  a huge  fire  of  burning  logs  served  the  double  purp 
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of  warming  the  room  and  protecting  the  family  from  the  howling 
wolves  who  often  showed  their  lank  forms,  hungry  eyes  and  cruel 
teeth  across  the  fiery  bafrier.  Gebrge  V.  Haller  was  a local 
preacher,  a man  of  strong  religious  convictions  and  an  excellent  citi- 
zen. He  was  among  the  first  to  bring  sheep  into  the  country.  His 
first  home  being  subject  to  overflow  during  freshets,  he  re-located  on 
higher  ground,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Adams  county,  though 
his  death  occurred  in  Chillicothe  September  8,  1839.  He  was  born 
in  Berkeley  county,  Va.,  December  16,  1770.  The  last  survivor  of 
his  twelve  children  died  in  Bouraeville.  Jacob  Haller,  before  men- 
tioned, settled  on  Upper  Twin  where  he  died  in  1823,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven. 

Samuel  Teter  and  family  were  among  the  earliest  settlers,  coming 
from  Washington  county,  Pa.,  in  1799.  They  settled  on  Lower 
Twin,  where  Mr.  Teter  owned  a large  tract  of  land.  This  he  divided 
among  his  sons,  Samuel,  George,  John  and  Daniel,  and  removed  to 
Union  county,  where  he  died.  George  and  John  occupied  their 
parental  inheritance  and  ended  their  days  as  residents  of  Twin  town- 
ship, where  some  of  their  descendants  still  live.  Daniel  died  on  his 
farm  in  Huntington  township.  The  latest  survivor  of  this  family  in 
Twin  township  was  Mrs.  John  C.  McDonald.  John  married  Mary 
Edmiston,  whose  father  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Paint 
township. 

William  and  Edward  Keran  came  from  the  south  branch  of  the 
Potomoc  during  the  last  days  of  the  eighteenth  century.  William 
lived  about  five  years  on  Haller’s  bottom,  afterward  re-locating  on 
Plug  run  where  he  resided  some  sixty  years,  and  died  there.  Edward 
Keran  lived  in  the  township  until  1842  when  he  removed  to  Hardin 
county  and  died  there.  Hugh  Cochran  emigrated  with  his  family 
from  Kentucky  in  1796.  nis  first  location  was  at  Station  Prairie 
below  Chillicothe ; hut  he  soon  after  purchased  a large  tract  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bourneville,  which  he  divided  among  his  children. 
Hugh  Cochran,  sr.,  died  in  1829,  at  the  age'  of  eighty-four  years. 
His  son,  Hugh,  was  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Twin  township, 
and  spent  his  life  on  the  farm  his  father  had  given  him.  He  married 
Jane  Myers,  daughter  of  another  early  pioneer  of  Twin.  His  sister, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Cochran,  became  the  wife  of  George  Kilgore,  who 
came  to  the  valley  with  General  Massie  in  the  spring  of  1796.  They 
were  married  in  Chillicothe  April  17,  1798,  and  this  is  said  to  be  the 
first  ceremony  of  the  kind  in  the  Scioto  valley.  Several  brothers  of 
Hugh  Cochran  settled  in  Twin  township,  but  James,  David  and 
Andrew  removed  to  the  west,  while  Allen  remained.  The  last  named 
served  several  years  as  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Twin.  His  death 
occurred  in  his  sixtv-third  year  as  the  result  of  an  accident. 

The  family  of  John  Core  was  another  of  those  established  prior 
to  the  township  organization.  He  located  on  Lower  Twin,  in  1800, 
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and  there  erected  the  first  mills  in  the  township,  first  a grist  mill,  and 
soon  afterward  a saw  mill.  These  he  operated  successfully  until 
1819,  when  they  were  burned.  He  afterward  established  a mi 
operated  by  horse  power,  and  this  proved  a very  good  substitute  for 
the  popular  old  plant  which  had  proved  so  valuable  to  the  commu- 
nity!^ Three  sons  of  this  pioneer,  John,  Henry  and  Chnsley,  were 
soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  youngest  son,  whose  name  was 
David,  married  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  the  well  known  pioneer  and 

historian,  Col.  John  McDonald.  . 

The  family  of  Peter  Storm  came  from  near  Martinsburg,  Va.,  m 
the  fall  of  1802.  Thev  arrived  in  October,  and  located  on  Haller  s 
bottom  where  Mr.  Storm  raised  one  crop,  after  which  he  Purchased 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  from  General  McArthur.  Tl1^® 
family  home  was  established  in  1803.  Nine  of  the  twelve  children 
accompanied  the  parents  from  the  old  Virginia  home,  and  two  sons, 
George  and  John,  then  mere  lads,  drove  two  cows  through  with  the 
caravan,  walking  all  the  way.  Mr.  Storm  was  a blacksmith  by  trade, 
opened  a shop  on  his  farm,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  mechanics  in 
that  line.  John  Storm,  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a member  of  the > first 
company  of  rangers,  in  which  he  served  over  a year.  escen  an 
of  this  family  are  still  residents  of  the  township.  , 

Abiiah  Flora  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  on  Hallers  bottom. 
He  was  a Virginian,  and  served  from  that  state  as  a lieutenan  m 
the  Revolutionary  war.  He  died  in  Twin  township  at  t e age 

86  DamelHare  came  from  Kentucky  in  the  fall  of  1797  and  located 
on  Paint  creek  about  a mile  above  the  present  town  of  Bainbndge, 
in  Paxton  township.  There  he  built  a cabin,  and  devoted  the  wrote 
to  hunting.  The  victims  of  his  rifle  he  salted  in  a large  trough 
which  he  dug  out  from  a sycamore  log,  covering  this  with  another  one 
of  similar  dimensions.  This  food  supply  lie  concealed  rom 
Indians  bv  covering  the  troughs  carefully  with  brush  in  a sec  u 
place  in  the  forest.  In  the  spring  of  1798  he  returned  to  Kentucky 
and  brought  his  family  to  the  new  home  in  the  wilderness,  n® 

found  his  stores  as  he  had  left  them.  He  worked  at  dealing  an 
General  Massie  until  he  earned' one  hundred  acres  for  liimsel  , 1 

being  located  on  Lower  Twin.  After  his  contract  with  Massie  wa 
completed,  he  continued  to  work  for  others  in  Paxton  until  e a 
accumulated  sufficient  funds  to  purchase  another  hundred-acre  rac 
adjoining  the  first,  and  this  he  occupied  in  1801  as  a permanent  (^ne‘ 
Mr.  Hare  was  twice  married,  and  had  three  children  by  his  hrst 
union.  His  eldest  daughter,  Elizabeth,  became  the  wife  of  on 
McKenzie,  who  represented  a well  known  pioneer  family. 

Aaron  Foster,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  emigrated,  to  the  town 
ship  in  the  early  days  of  settlement.  He  served  as  adjutantin  o 
on  el  McDonald’s  regiment  during  the  war  of  1812.  He  was 
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twenty-one  years  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Twin  township,  and  was 
also  a member  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners.  David  Elliott, 
another  very  early  settler,  was  captain  of  a company  from  Ross 
county  during  the  war  of  1812.  Jacob  Myers  was  an  officer  ranking 
as  major  in  the  same  war,  and  was  distinguished  for  bravery.  He 
was  also  among  the  pioneers  of  Twin. 

Col.  John  McDonald,  one  of  the  most  popular  and  worthy  citizens 
who  ever  lived  in  Ross  county,  was  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Twin 
township,  where  he  established  his  home  in  1800.  Though  most  of 
his  active  y6ars  were  spent  in  official  life,  he  nevertheless  always  con- 
sidered “Poplar  Ridge”  as  his  permanent  abiding  place,  and  never 
transferred  his  home  to  any  other  locality,  except  temporarily.  He 
was  identified  with  almost  every  phase  of  human  existence  on  the 
frontier  of  Ohio  from  the  advent  of  the  white  man  north  of  the 
Ohio  until  the  close  of  his  eventful  career  in  1853.  He  has  been 
characterized  as  “backwoodsman,  scout,  surveyor,  pioneer  and  patri- 
arch, soldier,  legislator  and  patriot,  adequate  in  every  avocation  in 
which  he  engaged,  and  admirable  in  every  relation  of  life.” 

Gideon  Coover  came  from  Pennsylvania  in  1800  and  located  in 
Twin  township  where  he  lived  until  about  1820,  when  he  took  a flat 
boat  laden  with  flour,  pork  and  other  farm  products,  and,  in  company 
with  others,  went  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  died  of  yellow  fever,  or 
rather  was  put  ashore  at  Baton  Rouge,  where  he  died.  He  left  a 
wife  and  nine  children  who  spent  their  lives  in  Twin  township. 

Philip  Gossard  and  his  son-in-law,  Casper  Plylev,  with  their 
families,  came  from  Pennsylvania  about  1801.  They  first  settled 
at  the  mouth  of  Deer  creek  in  Union  township,  but  soon  afterward 
abandoned  the  bottom  land  as  unhealthful  and  re-located  on  what  has 
since  been  known  as  Ply  ley’s  ridge  in  Twin  township.  Mr.  Plylev 
kept  a tavern  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  and  participated  in  a number  of  engagements  under 
General  Greene.  Financial  reverses,  due  to  the  fluctuating  values 
of  the  Continental  scrip,  induced  him,  though  a minor,  to  enter  the 
army,  and  subsequently  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  west.  Mr.  Plylev 
lived  to  advanced  old  age.  He  reared  a large  family,  and  numer- 
ous descendants  still  live  in  Ross  county.  The  posterity  of  his  sons, 
Philip  G.  and  William,  still  occupy  P Ivlev’s  ridge.  The  former 
was  born  at  Pittsburg,  on  the  trip  to  the  west.  Philip  Gossard  was 
a native  of  Switzerland  and  received  an  excellent  education  in  his 
native  country,  being  also  an  accomplished  musician.  lie  settled  on 
a farm  immediately  west  of  the  Plylev  homestead  and  there  spent 
his  remaining  years.  His  son,  John,  spent  his  life  on  the  same  farm, 
and  this  descended  to  his  posterity,  some  of  whom  still  occupy  it. 

William  Campbell,  a native  of  Scotland,  and  a cousin  of  General 
McArthur,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1800,  and  soon  after- 
ward found  his  way  to  Chillicothe.  Here  he  entered  the  employ 
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of ‘General  McArthur,  and  so  continued  until  his  marriage  in  1816. 

He  located  in  Twin  township  two  years  later  and 
until  his  death  in  1852.  lie  was  the  father  of  sixteen  children, 
some  of  whom  remained  in  the  township  during  their  lives,  and  left 
a numerous  posterity  to  inherit  their  possessions. 

Isaac  McCrackin  emigrated  from  Hampshire  ^ tl 

first  located  on  Haller’s  bottom,  subsequently  removing  to  anothe 
farm  where  he  died  in  1849.  He  was  a well  known  P— 
citizen,  one  of  the  earliest  justices,  served  two  terms  in  the  State 
legislature  (1831-2),  and  was  one  of  the  associate  jodg 
STor  yeL  He  located  his  family  in  tbe  tovvnship^ 

1808,"  where  his  three  children  were  horn.  The  wife  e 

McCrackin  was  Catherine  Parker,  also  a native  of  \ irginia,  where 

“7,r—  and  tail,  also  earl, 

Mr.  Sommerville  was  a native  of  Scotland  and  canie  t0  t’U^reJf 
in  1808,  bringing  a family  consisting  of  wife  and  tliiee  childr^, 
Helen,  James  and  John.  James  went  to  Kentucky  a®,  , 

teacher,  having  among  his  students  members  of  the  j 

Clay  families.  He  joined  the  army  and  was  killed  at  tlie  ”att  , . 

Tippecanoe.  John  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  and 
of  twelve  children,  most  of  whom  he  survived.  He  9 f 

master  in  Colonel  McDonald’s  command  during  the  campaign 
1814,  and  died  in  1879,  at  the  advanced  age  of  nearly  n*  , ' ^ 

Job  and  John  Harness,  brothers,  settled  in  Twin  tovvnJ p P 
1819  making  the  iournev  up  the  Scioto  and  Paint  cree ' 
boat’  They  erected  one  of  the  early  grist  mills  of  the  township,  but 
finally  sold  out  and  moved  to  Indiana.  p ftuout 

Christian  Baum  emigrated  from  Westmoreland  conn  y,  . 

1815 ; first  located  in  Pickaway  county,  hut  soon  Htorwardboug' 
two  hundred  acres  in  Twin  township.  He  married  Sarah  Shook 
1818,  and  they  raised  a family  of  seven  children:  JosePh’ 

John,  Mary,  Lewis,  Laura  and  Jacob,  most  of  whcmi  mam 
located  in  the  county.  When  Mr.  Baum  canie  to  Oh.o,hc  wa^ 
over  the  mountains  and  carried  his  rifle  with  all  of  his  v '„rnn- 
sessions ; hut  by  industry  and  economy,  he  accumulated  a hue  p P 
ertv.  He  died  in  1862  at  the  age  of  seventy. 

Peter  Platter  was  a native  of  Germany,  who,  at  the  age  01 
years,  accompanied  his  parents  to  Pennsylvania,  in * JL'L  j 
- the  Patriot  annv  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Bunker  i 
Brandywine.  About  1793  he  emigrated  to  Kentucky,  having  tnen 
wife  and  one  child.  Tie  removed  to  Ohio  about  six  years  later  an 
located  in  Adams  county,  where  he  purchased  three  hundre  ac* 
of  land.  In  18-11  he  exchanged  this  farm  for  a like  number  0 ac 
on  Haller’s  bottom  in  Twin  township,  where  he  died  January 
1832,  and  his  wife  died  on  the  2 2d  of  February  of  the  same  year. 
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They  had  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  survived  their  parents. 
Their  names  were  Barbara,  Susanna,  Joseph,  Henry,  Christine, 
Sarah,  Elizabeth,  George,  Peter,  Catherine,  Christian,  John  and 
Andrew.  Several  of  these  attained  a ripe  old  age  and  left  a numer- 
ous posterity,  both  in  Ross  county,  where  the  name  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  pioneer  history,  and  in  Adams  county,  where 
some  of  the  sons  located  after  marriage.  Peter  Platter,  Jr.,  was  an 
extensive  land  holder  on  Paint  creek,  where  his  first  wife  died,  leav- 
ing seven  children.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  Ann  Clark,  also 
a representative  of  an  early  established  family.  He  married  Sarah 
A.  Hesbit  for  his  second  wife,  and  she  became  the  mother  of  four 
children.  Mr.  Platter  was  successful  in  life,  and  died  possessed  of 
more  than  a thousand  acres  of  land.  The  family,  including  the 
ancestral  line,  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  sustaining 
relations  with  this  society  in  Chillicothe. 

John  W.  Pool  left  for  Ohio  from  Maryland  on  the  day  of  Perry’a 
great  naval  victory  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and 
died  in  1823,  at  the  age  of  fifty.  His  son  Henry  perpetuated  the 
family  name  in  Twin  township,  where  he  attained  old  age  and  social 
prominence.  He  married  a daughter  of  George  V.  Haller. 

John  Howard  emigrated  from  Rockingham  county,  Ya.,  about 

1817,  accompanying  his  two  uncles,  Philip  and  John  Howard,  who 
were  bachelors.  They  spent  the  first  year  at  Frankfort,  after  which 
they  located  on  Haller’s  bottom,  but  relocated,  some  years  afterward, 
on  the  farm  where  John  Howard  spent  his  life,  he  having  inherited 
the  farm  on  the  death  of  his  uncles.  He  married  Ursula  L.,  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  McCrackin. 

John  liana  wait  was  the  first  mail  carrier  between  Steubenville  and 
Gallipolis,  making  his  trips  through  the  woods  on  horseback.  He 
was  a native  of  Mifilin  county,  Pa.,  and  came  to  Steubenville  in 

1818.  Two  years  later  he  moved  to  Frankfort,  where  he  married 
Mary  J.  Hill,  and  in  1828  he  located  in  Boumcville,  where  he  was 
busied  as  a tailor  until  his  death  in  1872.  His  son,  James  S.,  was 
a merchant  in  Bourneville  for  a number  of  years. 

Twin  township  was  well  represented  in  the  war  of  1S12,  though  it 
is  probable  that  not  all  on  the  following  list  were  residents  there 
at  the  time  of  enlistment,  but  became  such  soon  after  the  war.  A 
large  majority,  however,  were  actual  residents  of  the  township  for 
several  years  prior  to  enlistment.  The  following  is  an  incomplete 
list  of  soldiers  who  responded  to  their  country’s  call  in  1812 : W.  A. 
Shoults,  Hugh  Cochran,  Joseph  Browning,  Henry  and  Joseph 
March,  John  C.  Conner,  Joseph  Conner  (died  in  sendee),  William 
Campbell,  Thomas  McDonald,  David  Somers,  (Shredrich  Wroten 
was  a Revolutionary  soldier  who  served  nearly  six  years).  John 
Freshour  was  also  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  his  son  Daniel  served 
in  the  war  of  1812,  Simon  Johnson  in  the  Revolution,  Barney  Min- 
ney,  Job  and  John  Harness,  Thomas  De  Hart*  Richard  Acton,  Archi- 
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bald  McNeal,  Abijah  Flora,  Revolutionary  soldier;  Michael  Dolohan, 
Thomas  Hanks,  in  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  his  sons,  Joseph  and 
John,  were  in  the  war  of  1812;  John  Ward,  Peter  Shanor  (his 
father,  also  Peter  Shanor,  was  in  the  Revolution)  ; John  Gossard, 
Philip  Gossard,  Jacob  Gossard,  Janies  Nichols,  Henry  Sharp, 
Dilard  Rowe,  Abbott  Rowe,  David  Rowe,  Charles  Craig,  John 
Craig,  Colonel  John  McDonald,  Alexander  Given,  Aaron  Foster, 
Samuel,  George,  John  and  Daniel  Teter,  brothers;  John,  Henry  and 
Chrislev  Core,  also  brothers ; Captain  Daniel  Hare ; Captain  David 
Elliott;  Major  Jacob  Myers;  John  Mahan;  Lieutenant  John  Som- 
merville ; J ames  Sommerville ; Archy  McDonald  came  as  a soldier 
in  the  British  army,  but  deserted  and  joined  the  American  forces; 
his  two  sons,  John  and  William,  were  also  arrayed  against  their 
mother  country;  James  P.  Brown;  James  Demoss,  a native  of  Ire- 
land, crossed  the  ocean  to  fight  against  England,  and  died  in  serv- 
ice; Captain  McKenzie. 

The  record  of  the  first  elections  in  Twin  township  has  been  lost 
or  was  not  properly  kept.  The  earliest  record  procurable  begins  five 
years  after  the  organization  of  the  township,  and  contains  the  fol- 
lowing names  of  civil  officers  at  that  time:  Henry  Porter,  town- 

ship clerk;  John  McDonald,  William  Reed  and  Job  Harness, 
trustees;  George  Y.  Haller,  and  Moses  Dimmel,  overseers  of  the 
poor;  Andrew  Gursham,  lister;  Jacob  Y.  Haller,  house  appraiser; 
Daniel  Hare,  treasurer;  George  Yoakum  and  Abijah  Flora,  fence 
viewers;  Robert  McMahan,  Peter  Clover,  and  James  Irwin,  con- 
stables; John  Harness,  Philip  Hare,  Samuel  Teter,  and  John 
Walker,  supervisors;  John  McDonald  and  Henry  Porter  were 
elected  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  spring  of  1811.  Henry  Porter 
performed  the  double  service  of  clerk  and  justice  of  the  peace.  Col- 
onel McDonald  resigned  his  office,  in  1812,  to  enter  the  army,  and 
Judge  Isaac  McCrackin  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  early 
elections  were  held  at  the  house  of  J.  Elliott  for  a number  of  years.. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  the  township  was  Paul,  son  of  Lewis 
Igo,  in  February,  1799.  The  first  marriage  in  the  county  was  a 
social  event  of  considerable  importance,  and  wras  attended  by  Thomas 
Worthington  and  Dr.  Tiffin  with  their  families.  The  contracting 
parties  were  George  and  Elizabeth  Cochran,  and  the  marriage  was 
solemnized  on  the  17th  of  April,  1798.  Howe’s  History  of  Ohio 
mentions  this  as  the  “first  marriage  in  the  Scioto  Yalley.”  Mary 
Igo  and  Mary  Reran,  both  born  in  1800,  were  among  the  first  female 
children  born  in  the  township.  They  both  married,  removed  from 
the  county,  and  died  in  old  age.  The  first  schoolhouse  erected  in 
the  township  was  located  on  the  farm  of  John  Teter,  and  the  first 
teacher  was  David  Reed ; and  William  Reed  is  said  to  have  been  one 
of  the  first  justices,  if  not  the  first.  He  served  fifteen  years  in  that 
office.  Adam  Gilfillan  was  also  one  of  the  first  school  teachers  in 
the  township.  The  first  sermon  delivered  in  the  Paint  creek  valley 
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is  accredited  to  Rev.  William  Reran,  a local  preacher,  though 
another  authority,  perhaps  equally  reliable,  gives  this  honor  to  Revs. 
William  and  Edward  Carnes.  It  is  possible  that  the  disagreement 
of  authorities  is  due  to  the  similarity  in  sound  of  the  names,  since 
William  Reran  is  shown  to  have  had  a brother  Edward  who  was 
also  a preacher,  and  both  settled  in  Haller’s  bottom  prior  to  1800. 

The  Methodists  were  the  leaders  in  religious  effort  in  Twin  town- 
ship, the  first  meetings  being  held  in  the  settlers’  cabins,  and  were 
conducted,  principally,  by  Rev.  William  Reran.  The  first  members 
of  this  class  were  William  and  Edward  Reran  and  their  wives, 
George  Vinson  Haller  and  wife,  John  Mick  and  wife,  John  and 
George  Teter  and  their  wives,  John  Mahan  and  wife,  .Archibald 
Browning  and  wife,  Abijah  Flora,  Benjamin  Grimes,  Mrs.  Mary 
Porter  and  Mrs.  Matson.  After  continuing  the  services  in  the  homes 
of  the  members  for  several  years,  a log  meeting  house  was  built  in 
1809,  on  the  farm  of  John  Teter.  This  gave  way  five  or  six  years 
later,  to  a double  hewed  log  house  on  the  graveyard  lot  just  north 
of  the  present  village  of  Boumeville.  This  building  served  the  peo- 
ple for  over  thirty  years,  and  was  the  parent  church  of  Methodism 
in  the  township.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  close  of  a “watch 
meeting,”  the  last  night  of  the  year  1841.  On  the  ruins  of  the  old 
church,  a brick  meeting-house  was  erected  in  1842,  and  under  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  Alexander  Maharry  a very  successful  revival  fol- 
lowed the  opening  of  the  new  church,  and  resulted  in  one  hundred 
and  eighty  accessions  to  the  society  during  the  year.  In  1875  the 
the  old  church  was  taken  down,  and  a substantial  brick  was  estab- 
lished on  the  site,  at  a cost  of  some  seven  thousand  dollars. 

The  church  now  known  as  Moms  Chapel  was  organized  about 
1813,  and  meetings  were  held  for  a number  of  years  at  the  house  of 
John  Riley,  who  was  a zealous  Christian  and  active  worker  until 
his  death,  in  1838.  Mr.  Riley  was  the  class  leader  from  the  date  of 
organization  until  failing  health  compelled  his  retirement.  The 
services  were  finally  transferred  from  Riley’s  house  to  the  log  school 
house  on  the  farm  of  David  Moore.  Morris’  Chapel,  named  in  honor 
of  Presley  Morris,  one  of  the  prominent  members,  and  a generous 
contributor  to  the  building  fund,  was  commenced  in  1847,  and  com- 
pleted in  1850.  March  20th,  1848,  the  church  was  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  a board  of  trustees  elected,  consist- 
ing of  Solomon  V.  Dorman,  Jesse  Wiley  and  Jacob  Miller,  Henry 
Snyder  being  elected  secretary.  This  chapel  is  located  about  a mile 
east  of  the  Slate  Mills.  It  has  been  one  of  the  land  marks  pointing 
the  way  to  a higher  Christian  civilization,  and  was  the  second  Meth- 
odist organization  in  the  township.  It  still  maintains  its  existence, 
with  a considerable  membership. 

A society  was  formed  in  1842  under  the  ministerial  labors  of  Rev. 
J.  Hill,  with  a membership  of  nineteen,  and  meetings  were  held  at 
the  home  of  David  Core  until  the  completion  of  “Core’s  Chapel”  in 
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1852.  This  congregation,  like  most  of  the  others  established  in  the 
rural  districts  in  the  early  days,  has  been  absorbed  by  » the  town 
churches;  though  some  of  the  persisting  members  still  make  a tutiie 
effort  to  maintain  the  organization  in  memory  of  the  rell|jous  *el70J 
and  self-sacrifice  which  brought  it  into  existence.  The  United 
Brethren  were  early  occupants  of  the  field,  and  held  religious  serv 
ices  at  the  house  of  John  Core,  but  never  became  a strong  organiza- 
tion. The  Methodists  erected  a frame  church  on  Owl  creek,  and 
had  a prosperous  class  for  a number  of  years,  which  is  now  is 

°r^ulphur  Lick  Chapel  was  built  by  the  Methodists  about  1845,  and 
was  later  sold  to  the  Protestant  Methodists,  whose  society  ^l"1fhed 
for  some  years;  but  the  membership  was  principally  absorbed  by  a 
church  of  like  faith  in  Bourneville,  which,  in  turn,  has  passed  ou 
of  existence,  the  church  being  sold  to  the  Swedenborgian  s°ciety  in 
1868.  This  was  established  as  the  Paint  Valley  society  of  the 
Jerusalem  Church,  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Stuart,  on  the  22d  of  Ju  y>  ' 
The  society  started  out  with  a membership  of  thirteen,  of  whoinPr. 
Robert  W.  Spangler  was  president;  Robert  Dill,  secretary,  and  Wi  - 
iam  Dill,  treasurer.  The  church  has  no  regular  pastor  at  present, 
but  occasional  services  are  held. 

The  Presbyterians  established  a church  in  Bourneville  in  an  ^®^y 
day,  and  erected  a meeting  house  there  about  the  year  184J.  is 
organization  had  a precarious  existence,  but  by  that  persistence  an 
zeal  which  is  characteristic  of  the  sect,  they  maintained  their  organ- 
ization through  the  years  of  trial,  and  they,  with  the  Metho  is 
Episcopal  church,  constitute  the  two  persisting  churches  of  tlie^town. 
The  North  Pork  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  in  184o,  tbe 
prospective  members  having  in  the  year  previous  secured  sufficien 
funds  to  erect  a frame  building  for  church  purposes.  This  was 
completed  in  1846.  Owing  to  the  apparent  indifference  of  the  presby- 
tery of  the  “Old  school”  on  the  questions  of  slavery  and  intemper- 
ance, this  organization,  about  1855,  separated  itself  from  the  Scio  o 
presbytery  and  joined  the  free  presbytery  of  Ripley.  However, 
after  the  abolition  of  slavery,  it  resumed  its  former  ecclesiastica 
relations.  The  society  has  a brick  church  at  Slate  Mills,  where  serv 
ices  are  regularly  held.  . 

The  first  burying  ground  in  Twin  township  was  located  on  . ie 
Teter  farm,  and  Daniel  Teter  was  one  of  the  first  persons  burie 
there.  After  some  years,  the  low  ground  was  abandoned,  and  inter- 
ments were  made  on  higher  ground  to  escape  the  overflow  of  t e 
creek.  Mrs.  David  Hare  was  buried  on  the  hill  in  1807.  Near J 
all  of  the  churches  provided  a place  for  the  interment  of  their  dead , 
but  these  were  generally  abandoned  when  the  churches  declined,  an 
the  cemetery  at  Bourneville,  established  about  1815,  contains  the 
remains  of  most  of  the  early  pioneers. 

Mention  has  previously  been  made  of  Core’s  mills,  which  were 
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the  first  in  the  township.  William  Reed  established  a combined  mill 
below  Core’s,  at  an  early  date.  Job  Harness  built  a mill  on  Paint 
creek  south  of  the  present  site  of  Bourneville  about  1807.  This  was 
entirely  a “home  product,”  the  stones  being  made  of  “hard-heads” 
found  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  iron  work  was  made  by  a local  black- 
smith. This  property  was  subsequently  owned  by  Matthew  Waddle, 
who  changed  it  into  a primitive  factory  and  wool-carding  mill, 
operating  it  as  such  until  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  George  Kilgore 
erected  a grist  mill  in  an  early  day,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek 
from  the  Harness  property,  and  this  was  operated  for  many  years. 
The  Slate  Mills  are  located  on  the  North  Fork  of  Paint  creek,  on 
the  Cincinnati  pike.  John  Morris  and  James  Reese  erected  this 
property  in  1827.  The  name  “Slate  mills”  is  derived  from  the 
character  of  the  earth  through  which  the  race  is  dug,  the  workmen 
having  come  in  contact  with  a heavy  layer  of  slate  which  was 
removed  by  blasting.  This  property  has  been  greatly  improved 
under  various  owners,  and  is  now  in  successful  operation  as  the  prop- 
erty of  Jacob  Blosser. 

The  Bourneville  steam  mills  were  erected  in  1874,  by  a stock 
company,  in  which  William  A.  Jones  was  a principal  stockholder, 
and  he  soon  after  became  the  sole  owner.  This  property  was  fitted 
out  with  modern  machinery  and  fully  equipped  for  all  kinds  of  gen- 
eral milling.  It  has  had  a successful  career,  and  is  still  the  leading 
industry  in  the  town  of  Bourneville.  This  village'  is  situated  in  the 
Paint  valley  between  Upper  and  Lower  Twin.  It  was  laid  out  by 
Isaac  McCrackin  and  John  Boswell,  in  the  spring  of  1832,  and  its 
name  commemorates  Colonel  Bourne,  who  surveyed  and  platted  the 
village.  The  postoffice  was  established  a few  years  previous  to  the 
laying  out  of  the  town,  the  postoffice  being  known  as  Twintown,  with 
John  Boswell  as  first  postmaster  and  first  merchant  in  the  place. 
Other  early  merchants  were  Elijah  Bridwell,  Samuel  and  Frederick 
EdSvards,  Douglas  Smith,  William  Rowe  and  Robert  P.  McCrackin. 

Bourneville  was  the  scene  of  a noted  tragedy  in  1844,  the  murder 
of  Frederick  Edwards.  He  was  reputed  to  have  considerable  money 
on  his  person  or  concealed  about  the  store  of  Douglas  Smith,  in  which 
Edwards  slept.  Two  men,  named  Thomas  and  Maxon,  conceived  a 
plan  to  possess  this  money;  and,  forcing  an  entrance  to  the  store, 
aroused  Edwards,  who  was  sleeping  in  a room  adjoining.  Without 
thinking  of  consequences,  he  seized  the  nearest  burglar,  and  in  the 
melee  which  followed,  received  seventeen  knife  stabs,  any  one  of 
which,  it  was  thought,  would  have  proved  fatal.  Thomas  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  real  murderer,  though  Maxon  was  arrested  as 
an  accessory,  but  made  his  escape  from  the  county  jail,  and  was  never 
recaptured.  Thomas  was  captured  in  Pennsylvania  and  brought  to 
Chillicothe,  where  he  was  tried,  convicted  of  murder,  and  hanged  in 
1846. 

II — 20 
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The  first  tavern  in  Boumevile  was  opened  by  William  Row^ 
1832,  and  the  same  building  served  the  public  for  more  than  fifty 
years.  The  first  resident  physicians  were  Drs.  Thompson  and  Mor- 
ton, who  located  in  the  town  about  the  same  time1.  These  were  suc- 
ceeded by  many  others  during  the  seventy  years  of  the  town  8 
existence. 

Mrs.  Mary  Edmiston  was  an  early  resident,  who  devoted  herself 
to  a special  feature  of  medical  practice,  and  whose  eccentric  habits 
left  an  impress  upon  those  who  knew  her,  and  the  name  of  ‘Captain 
Molly”  has  been  transmitted  by  family  tradition,  to  the  presentrday 
inhabitants.  She  came  from  Kentucky,  a widow,  with  several  small 
children,  and  located  near  the  present  site  of  Bourneville.  She 
dressed  in  a mixed  garb  of  male  and  female  attire,  and  rode  a horse 
as  a man  rides.  Her  hair  was  always  closely  cropped,  and  she  wore 
a straw  hat  of  her  own  manufacture,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  an 
in  all  conditions  of  weather.  This  hat  was  very  unlike  any  attempt 
at  female  adornment.  “Captain  Molly”  w'as  shrewd  and  quick- 
witted, always  ready  at  repartee,  and  seldom  came  out  second  best  m 
a war  of  words.  Though  possessing  a rough  unseemly  exterior,  she 
had  a good  true  heart  within,  and  was  generous,  even  to  her  own  dis- 
advantage. The  fees  she  collected  of  the  wealthy  families  were  j 
erally  distributed  among  the  poor,  and  the  latter  she  cheerfully 
served  without  pay.  She  died  of  cancer  in  1836. 

Bourneville  was  incorporated  and  assumed  the  position  accor  e 
by  that  legal  proceeding  by  the  election  of  Elijah  B rid  well,  mayor, 
and  establishing  a municipal  government.  But  the  citizens  were 
indifferent  to  the  honors  thus  conferred  and  abandoned  the  charter 
two  years  after  it  was  granted.  The  location  is  beautiful,  and  t e 
spot  historical.  There  are  many  relics  of  the  prehistoric  race*  m 
Twin  township.  These  have  been  generally  described  in  another 
chapter. 

The  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  is  the  only  secret  socie  J 
now  represented  in  the  town.  This  is  designated  as  Lodge  Ko.  8 • 

It  has  been  prosperous  from  its  organization  to  the  present  an 
numbers  among  its  members  many  of  the  best  men  in  the  town  an 
adjacent  country. 

The  town  of  Bourneville,  according  to  the  census  of  1900,  con 
tains  a population  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-six.  This  is  an 
increase  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  during  the  last  decade,  a per 
centage  not  equalled  by  any  other  town  in  Boss  county.  It  is  a busy 
trading  point,  sustained  by  a large  scope  of  good  farming  country, 
and  its  support  is  assured  in  the  character  and  reputation  of  the  busi- 
ness men.  Some  of  the  stores  would  do  credit  to  a much  larger 
place.  Some  small  manufacturing  is  also  done.  An  excellen 
graded  school  in  the  village  affords  ample  opportunities  to  the  chi  - 
dren  in  the  acquirement  of  a good  practical  education. 
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FRANKLIN  TOWNSHIP. 


THE  organization  of  this  township  occurred  on  the  9th  of 
September,  1806.  The ‘following  is  the  entry  in  the  county 
commissioners’  book  of  records  of  that  date:  “Ordered, 

that  a part  of  the  townships  of  Scioto  and  Pee  Pee  be  laid 
off  to  form  a new  township,  and  bounded  as  follows:  Beginning 

on  the  Scioto  river  at  the  lower  comer  of  McNeal’s  upper  survey; 
thence  with  lower  line  of  said  survey,  and  continuing  on  the  same 
direction  until  it  will  strike  the  former  line  of  Pee  Pee  township; 
thence  with  said  line  so  far  that  a line  drawn  from  the  dividing 
ridge,  between  Indian  creek  and  Crooked  creek,  will  strike  the  mouth 
of  Indian  creek;  thence  down  the  Scioto  river  to  the  mouth  of  Pat- 
ton’s run ; thence  with  the  line  of  Jefferson  township  and  Lick  town- 
ship so  far  that  a west  line  will  strike  the  place  of  beginning.  The 
same  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Franklin  township.”  The  house 
of  Benjamin  Foster  was  designated  as  the  polling  place  of  the  town- 
ship. 

The  boundaries  established  by  this  action  of  the  commissioners 
remained  undisturbed  until  September  8,  1814,  when  it  was 
“ordered  that  so  much  of  Franklin  township  east  of  the  Scioto  river 
and  not  included  in  Beaver  township,  be  attached  to  Jefferson  town- 
ship.” This  action  made  the  Scioto  river  the  eastern  boundary,  and 
established  the  outline  of  the  township  as  at  present.  It  is  very 
nearly  in  the  form  of  a triangle,  bounded  by  straight  lines,  about 
eight  miles  in  length,  on  the  south  and  west,  and  a river  front  of 
about  ten  miles  on  the  east.  The  portion  near  the  Scioto  is  exceed- 
ingly rich,  and  is  not  surpassed  in  fertility  by  any  land  in  the  county. 
The  higher  ground,  which  lies  in  terraces  or  plateaus,  is  also  fine 
farming  land,  and  this  terminates  in  bluffs  and  broken  country,  of 
much  less  value  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  valley  of  Stony 
creek,  though  not  wide,  comprises  some  excellent  land.  The  other 
streams  besides  Stony  creek  are  Pettinger’s  run  and  Wilson’s  run. 
These  maintain  a generally  eastern  direction,  and  empty  into  the 
Scioto.  A peculiar  trait  of  the  hill  land  in  this  section,  due,  no 
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doubt,  to  the  action  of  the  waters  in  the  glacial  period,  is  the  fact 

that  the  north  side  of  the  hills  has  a deeper  deposit  of 

than  the  south.  This  feature  is  noticeable  m nearly  all  of  the  h y 

districts  of  the  county.  -u 

The  Norfolk  and  Western  railroad  traverses  about  se\en  miles  ot 

the  eastern  boundary  of  the  township,  having  some  eight  mite  ot 
track  and  sidings  within  its  territory,  and  a st. »tion,  1 hno « ^ 
Higby.  The  Ohio  and  Erie  canal  is  also  a •’ 

traversing  the  entire  river  boundary  of  the  township,  an  g 

nearly  parallel  with  the  railroad  until  the  latter  crosses  the  river. 
In  the  days  of  active  operations  on  the  canal,  Three  Locks  g 

air  of  business  to  the  locality.  anA 

The  township  is  fairly  well  supplied  with  ^eU-kept  roa  , d 
has  two  excellent  turnpikes  within  its  borders,  the  Po 
Columbus  turnpike,  through  the  western  portion  and  the  V\  aver  y 
and  Chillicothe  pike  following  the  valley  in  the  eastern  part  In  the 
earlv  days,  the  territory  of  Franklin  was  a popular  hunti  g gr ^ 
the  hills,  and  heavy  timber,  affording  excellent  «ver  and  f ai onte 
resorts  for  all  the  larger  game  found  in  the  country.  E ^ 

general  settlement  had  progressed  for  some  years,  laige  g 

plentiful,  and  foreign  hunting  parties  frequently  visited  t 

ity,  and  were  well  rewarded  for  their  efforts.  Being 
Virginia  Military  District,  the  farms  in  Franklin  are  SUI?e^ 
described  by  the  metes  and  bounds  system,  and  some  t esc  p 
very  unique.  Heavy  timber  of  the  usual  varieties  founding 
county,  covered  almost  the  entire  townships,  this  being  re 
by  small  patches  of  prairie  on  the  bottoms.  . :n 

-YThe  Mound  Builders  have  left  evidences  of  their  cxiste 
various  forms  of  ancient  works ; but  there  are  none  in  is  . 

which  excite  as  great  interest  as  elsewhere  in  the  county.  1 
an  enclosed  work  near  Higby,  which  is  about  seventy-five  feet  square, 

with  rounded  comers.  A mile  and  a half  from  this,  on  ie  • . 

pike,  is  a deep  hole,  or  basin,  circular  in  form,  about  s«g ’ » ■ 
diameter,  and  still  maintaining  a depth  of  several  feet, 
known  to  the  white  man,  it  was  fifteen  or  twenty  fee  P’ 
excited  great  curiosity.  It  is  thought  to  have  been  e91£?  , _ 

storage,  though  its  purpose,  like  that  of  the  others,  is  on  . P 

“town  that  Rev.  John  Foster,  and  his  brother  Thomas,  were 
the  first  white  settlers  within  the  limits  of  Franklin  towns  ip. 
were  sons  of  John  Foster,  sr.,  who  settled  in  Piketon,  m ie  *■ 
1798,  the  sons  selecting  their  home  in  Franklin  the  same  * 
They  were  natives  of  Maryland.  Others  of  the  family  emigi 
to  the  county  from  time  to  time,  and  this  became  a numerous 
prominent  family  in  the  early  days  of  settlement.  The.  rs 
tion  held  in  the  township  was  ordered  at  the  house  of  Benjamin 
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ter,  a member  of  this  family.  Rev.  John  Foster  was  the  first 
preacher  in  the  township,  and  a zealous  Methodist  who  was  active 
in  establishing  the  church  in  the  wilderness.  He  was  a captain 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  a useful  and  honored  citizen  in  later 
life.  There  were  five  brothers  of  the  parent  stock  of  the  Foster  fam- 
ily in  Ross  county — Thomas,  John,  Benjamin,  Joseph  and  Richard. 
According  to  the  “Pioneer  Record  of  Ross  County,”  the  last  named 
of  these  was  the  first  settler  of  Franklin  township,  other  authorities 
giving  this  honor  to  John  and  Thomas.  But  it  is  a matter  of  little 
moment,  since,  in  either  case,  the  distinction  belongs  to  tlie  Foster 
family. 

Col.  John  Foster,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in  Franklin  township, 
August  4,  1801,  and  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  farm  where  he  was 
born,  and  more  than  seventy  years  in  the  same'  house.  He  was  a 
practical  and  successful  farmer,  not  caring  for  political  honors, 
though  achieving  some  distinction  both  in  civil  and  military  life. 
He  was  colonel  of  a militia  regiment  for  some  years,  and  a represen- 
tative in  the  legislature  in  1848.  He  held  various  township  offices, 
and  was  appointed  associate  judge  of  Ross  county,  a distinction 
which  he  ignored  by  resigning  the  office  soon  after  his  election. 
Colonel  Foster  had  a family  of  nine  children : Joseph  William  R., 

Mary  (Davis),  Thomas,  Jane  (Davis),  John  W.,  James  P.,  Sam- 
uel D.,  and  Rebecca  Ann.  The  last  named  son  was  an  officer  in  the 
civil  war,  attaining  the  rank  of  major.  It  is  said  that  the  father  and 
grandfather  of  Colonel  Foster  were  the  first  white  men  who  ascended 
the  Scioto  .river  in  a canoe. 

Thomas  C.,  son  of  Colonel  Foster,  had  a family  of  six  children 
who  lived  to  years  of  maturity.  These  were  Martha,  Hannah, 
James  C.,  William,  John  and  George.  While  they  were  all  highly 
respected  and  upright  citizens,  one,  in  particular,  deserves  more  than 
passing  notice.  Reference  is  made  to  Maj.  James  C.  Foster,  who 
achieved  distinction  in  his  young  manhood  days,  as  a soldier  in 
defense  of  the  Union.  He  entered  the  service  under  the  first  call  of 
the  President  for  three  years’  volunteers,  and  served  faithfully  for 
four  and  a half  years.  Beginning  in  the  ranks,  his  soldier-like  bear- 
ing, intelligence  and  capability  won  him  promotions,  until  he 
attained  the  rank  of  major  in  18G4,  serving  in  that  capacity  until 
his  discharge  in  January,  1806.  A portion  of  the  time  he  did  staff 
duty  under  General  Veatch,  and  was  always  at  the  front.  Return- 
ing to  his  home  after  the  war,  he  resumed  the  pursuits  of  civil  life, 
and  while:  busied  as  a farmer,  was  also  active  in  local  and  general 
politics,  serving  in  various  official  positions.  He  was  for  several 
years  treasurer  of  Franklin  township,  and  in  1901  he  was  elected 
representative  from  Ross  county  in  the  State  legislature. 

One  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Franklin  township  was  John  John- 
son, who  was  probably  elected  justice  of  the  peace  at  the  first  town- 
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ship  election,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  twenty-three  years. 
His  brother,  George  Johnson,  accompanied  him  to  the  township  about 
1800,  both  coming  from  Virginia.  Definite  information  as  to  the 
date  of  settlement  of  many  of  the  early  pioneers  is  not  obtainable, 
since  early  records  of  the  township  seem  to  have  been  imperfectly 
kept.  The  first  school  teacher  in  the  township  was  J ames  Greearly ; 
the  first  minister,  Rev.  John  Foster,  as  previously  stated;  Samuel 
Wilson  built  and  operated  the  first  mill. 

Early  township  officers  were  Joseph  Crockett,  also  one  of  the  first 
settlers  on  Stony  creek ; Elias  Scammehorn ; Richard  Tomlinson ; 
Samuel  Wood;  Peter  Bennett;  S.  O.  Baker;  Thomas  Tomlinson. 

The  Davis  family  came  to  the  county  in  1808,  and  located  in 
Franklin  in  1815.  James  Davis,  a son  of  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  the  township,  gives  the  names  of  liis  brothers  and  sisters,  as  fol- 
lows: William,  Lotha,  James,  Hannah,  Mary,  George,  Charles  and  t 

Louisa.  These  married  end  located,  for  the  most  part,  in  Franklin 
and  adjoining  townships.  James  Davis  followed  the  flatboating 
business  for  some  years,  making  trips  with  farm  and  forest  products 
to  Natchez  and  New  Orleans.  He  usually  sold  his  cargo  and  boat, 
and  returned  on  foot.  He  held  different  township  offices  and  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  early  history  of  Franklin.  It  was 
on  this  farm  that  an  enterprising  company  bored  an  oil  well  to  the 
depth  of  seven  hundred  feet,  but  failed  to  strike  the  elusive  fluid. 
In  the  same  vicinity,  General  McArthur  bored  a salt  well,  from  the 
water  of  which  a considerable  quantity  of  salt  was  made  in  the  early 
days.  The  Foster  Chapel  was  located  on  the  Davis  farm  about  1830, 
and  served  the  Methodist  Episcopal  organization  in  the  vicinity  for 
half  a century.  James  Davis  had  a family  of  three  children:  Emma, 
Mary  E.,  and  J.  Russell. 

Franklin  township  furnished  a number  of  soldiers  for  the  war  of 
1812,  and  several  others  were  in  the  Revolution.  John  and  George 
Pushon,  Peter  Bennett,  and  John  Foster  were  patriots  in  the  war  of 
1812.  Daniel  Swyers  was  a Revolutionary  hero,  and  fought  at 
Lundy’s  Lane  in  the  war  of  1812.  Joseph  Hern,  a soldier  under 
Bonaparte,  came  to  Ross  county  in  1817,  emigrating  from  Germany. 
He  was  a farmer  and  grocer,  living  near  Three  Locks  and  the  State 
Dam,  where  he  ended  his  days. 

Thomas  Tomlinson  was  the  first  lock-tender  at  these  Locks,  after 
the  opening  of  the  canal,  and  his  brother,  Richard,  opened  the  first 
grocery  store  at  this  place  of  public  resort.  The  State  dam  across  the 
Scioto,  established  to  give  a water  supply  for  the  canal,  has  long  been 
a resort  for  fishing  parties. 

In  addition  to  the  names  previously  given,  the  following  were 
early  settlers  and  prominent  residents  of  Franklin  township:  Q.  C. 

Goddard,  William  Ridenger,  Enos  Moore,  John  Beauman,  Allen 
Nixon,  Thomas  Louzatta,  Saul  Phillips,  Benjamin  Phillips,  J-  F. 
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Higbj,  Sylvester  Higby,  James  Pry,  Edward  Hurdell,  Jesse  Tom- 
linson, Alexander  Argo,  Elijah  Lockard,  Joseph  Mounts,  Edward 
Dawson,  Daniel  McMullen,  William  McCorkle,  James  Hiff,  Asa 
Mounts,  Eli  and  Jesse  Ragon,  Abraham  Lave  and  William  Ellerton. 

This  township  was  once  the  home  of  William  Hewitt,  the  eccentric 
recluse  known  as  the  “Hermit  of  the  Scioto,”  from  1820  until  his 
death  fourteen  years  later.  Various  theories  are  advanced  as  to  the 
cause  of  his  isolation  from  mankind,  but  he  died  without  divulging 
his  secret,  if  such  be  had.  He  lived,  for  the  most  part,  in  a cave  in 
Franklin  township,  located  in  the  dense  forest,  remote  from  any 
human  habitation.  This  was  at  the  southwestern  extremity  of  the 
dividing  ridge  on  the  west  side  of  the  Scioto,  and  several  miles  from 
the  river.  The  cave  furnished  but  poor  shelter  in  its  natural  state, 
being  simply  a low,  shallow  den,  under  a projecting  rock,  which  sup- 
plied only  a back  wall  and  roof.  The  occupant  walled  up  the  sides 
and  front  in  a rude  way,  enclosing  a room  in  which  he  could  not 
stand  upright,  but,  apparently,  sufficient  for  his  purposes.  A rude 
bed  of  dressed  skins  of  his  own  preparation,  and  blankets  which  he 
brought  with  him,  were  sufficient  for  his  comfort.  There  he  lived 
in  absolute  seclusion,  spending  his  time  in  hunting,  and  dressing  his 
skins  and  furs,  and  these  he  only  marketed  when  necessity  compelled 
him  to  replenish  his  supply  of  ammunition  or  other  necessaries. 
Then  he  would  load  his  stock  into  a boat  and  go  to  Cincinnati,  or 
Louisville,  and  exchange  it  for  supplies.  It  was  understood  that  he 
was  a native  of  Botetourt  county,  Ya.,  though  he  was  never  known 
to  return  to  his  native  country.  The  Columbus  & Portsmouth  turn- 
pike now  passes  near  the  cave,  which  is  eleven  miles  south  of  Chilli- 
cothe.  Learning  of  the  local  historic  interest  in  this  spot,  the'  com- 
pany building  the  pike  caused  the  erection  of  a neat  stone  monument 
on  the  shelf  just  above  the  cave,  which  bears  the  inscription:  “Will- 

iam Hewitt,  the  hermit,  occupied  this  cave  fourteen  years,  while  all 
was  a wilderness  around  him.  He  died  in  1834,  aged  seventy  years.” 
Reliable  authority  fixes  the  date  of  Hewitt’s  death  as  1838  instead  of 
1834,  as  recorded  on  his  monument;  and  the  same  authority  says  he 
first  made  his  appearance  in  Ross  county  in  1823.  He  died  in  the 
town  of  Waverly,  and  was  humanely  cared  for  by  the  poor  officers, 
who  buried  him  in  the  cemetery  of  the  town. 

In  the  early  days,  several  postoffices  were  established  within  the 
bounds  of  Franklin  township,  and  these  proved  a great  convenience 
to  the  busy  fanners,  who  are  thus  enabled  to  send  and  receive  mail 
without  spending  precious  time  in  going  to  Chill icothe.  But  the 
“star  route”  system  of  distribution  has  been  superseded  in  recent 
years  by  the  admirable  system  of  niral  free  deliveries,  and  the  coun- 
try offices  have  been  abandoned. 
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®N  AUGUST  10,  1807,  the  county  commissioners  of  Ross 
county  made  the  following  official  record:.  “Ordered, 
that  a part  of  Paint  township,  beginning  on  Paint  creek 
at  the  lower  end  of  Nathaniel  Bunnell’s  land  in  Paxton 
township;  thence  to  Robert  Greenlee’s,  and  continuing  the  same 
course  until  it  will  intersect  the  line  of  Twin  township ; thence  along 
said  line  to  the  east  line  of  William  Rankin’s  land;  thence  to  t e 
mouth  of  John  Clouser’s  spring  run ; thence  to  the  old  Miami  trace, 
including  where  George  Miller  now  lives ; thence  along  said  trace 
until  it  strikes  Paint  creek;  thence  down  said  creek  to  the  P*a£e  7- 
beginning — to  be  known  as  Buckskin  township.  The  place  of  0 
ing  elections  to  he  at  the  house  of  John  Robbins.”  ...  , 

The  name  of  the  township  is  derived  from  the  principal  cree  , 
which  flows  from  the  north  through  the  central  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory, and  is  its  principal  source  of  interior  drainage  and  water  supp  y* 
Tradition  bases  the  naming  of  Buckskin  creek  upon  an  incident  whic 
occurred  in  the  days  of  Indian  depredations,  when  the  whites  sur- 
prised a hand  of  redskins  on  the  banks  of  the  creek,  and  the  Indians 
fled  in  great  haste.  They  left  a lot  of  skins  hanging  in  the  hoi  ow 
trunk  of  a sycamore  tree,  and  these  being  mostly  deer  pelts,  natura  y 
suggested  the  idea  of  “Buckskin.”  Whether  the  tradition  is  true  or 
otherwise,  it  is  stated  as  a fact  that  a hollow  sycamore  tree,  of  immense 
size,  did  exist  in  that  locality  for  many  years  after  the  settlement  0 
the  country.  This  tree  is  said  to  have  had  a hollow  ten  or  more  fee^ 
across,  or  “large  enough  that  a rail  could  be  turned  end  for  end  in  it. 
In  this  aperture,  as  the  story  goes,  the  Indians  had  hung  up  a large 
number  of  skins  which  they  were  drying  with  a fire  underneath. 

Paint  creek  forms  a part  of  the  western  boundary  of  the  township, 
while  a branch  of  Lower  Twin  crosses  the  southeast  corner,  and  a 
small  tributary  of  the  north  fork  of  Paint  traverses  the  northeast 
corner.  These  are  two  branches  of  the  Buckskin  which  cross  the 
township  in  a nearly  parallel  course,  until  they  unite  near  South 
Salem,  when  the  direction  of  the  stream  changes  to  a southwesterly 
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course,  and  passes  into  Paint  township.  The  hillside  rivulets  and 
spring  branches,  in  considerable  numbers,  enhance  the  water  supply 
for  grazing  purposes,  and  assist  in  swelling  the  volume  of  the  streams 
which  are  dignified  with  names. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  other  chapters  to  the  irregular  system 
of  surveys,  as  shown  in  the  Virginia  Military  District ; but  in  no 
township  of  the  county  has  this  system  been  fraught  with  greater 
confusion  and  inconvenience  than  in  Buckskin.  This  is  due,  no 
doubt,  to  the  great  difference  in  the  character  and  value  of  the  lands, 
since  a land  warrant  would  hold  the  stipulated  number  of  acres  in 
any  form  or  location  desired  by  the  holder  of  such  instrument  Nat- 
urally, the  first  settlers  would  select  the  best  lands,  and  have  them 
surveyed  in  the  form  best  suited  to  their  convenience.  The  hill-lands 
were  ignored,  and  the  bottom  lands  were  surveyed  to  conform  to  the 
width  and  extent  of  the  desirable  location.  Thus  the  surveys  run 
in  every  imaginable  direction  and  are  numbered  with  great  irregu- 
larity. This  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
township,  where  the  land  is  mostly  broken  and  hilly. 

The  surface  of  Buckskin  township  is  generally  undulating,  with 
broad  and  rich  valleys  along  the  streams.  Except  in  the  south  and 
southeastern  portions,  the  hills  are  not  precipitous,  but  are  susceptible 
of  cultivation,  and  the  hillside  land  is  fertile  and  well  adapted  to 
general  agricultural  purposes.  In  the  valleys,  the  soil  is  a rich  black 
loam,  quick  and  responsive  to  the  efforts  of  the  intelligent  farmer. 
The  hillsides  and  terraces  are  mostly  a limestone  and  gravel  subsoil, 
mixed  with  clay,  in  the  western  portion,  and  with  sand  and  slate  in 
the  eastern  sections. 

The  township  was  originally  covered  with  excellent  timber  and  was 
one  of  the  finest  hunting  grounds  in  the  county.  Game  of  all  kinds 
known  in  the  country  were  here  to  be  found  in  almost  exhaustless 
supply.  The  heavy  growth  of  timber  and  convenient  hills  afforded 
ample  cover  and  protection,  and  many  are  the  “bear  stories”  and  dar- 
ing feats  of  frontier  life  remembered  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Buck- 
skin. They  were  brought  in  daily  contact  with  bears,  wolves, 
wild-cats  and  panthers,  and  these  were  formidable  enemies  to  the 
young  domestic  animals  about  the  settlers’  cabins,  as  well  as  danger- 
ous companions  in  the,  lonely  wilderness.  Deer  and  wild  turkeys 
were  also  to  be  found  in  great  numbers,  and  these,  with  an  occasional 
“bear  steak,”  furnished  the  principal  meat  supply,  to  which  the’  epi- 
curean of  today  would  have  no  occasion  to  object.  Venomous  rep- 
tiles, and  especially  the  dreaded  rattlesnake,  were  among  the  enemies 
of  modern  civilization,  and  these  found  an  abiding  place  in  the  rocks 
and  hills,  and  added  their  share  to  the  discomforts  and  perils  of  pio- 
neer life. 

The  settlement  of  the  township  began  under  the  same  discouraging 
circumstances  which  prevailed  everywhere  in  districts  remote  from 
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the  natural  thoroughfares.  The  meager  supplies  of  actual  necessi- 
ties had  to  be  brought  long  distances,  through  trackless  forests, 
infested  with  dangerous  opponents  of  civilization.  The  pack-horse 
was  the  faithful  friend  who  was  the  means  of  connecting  the  pio- 
neers with  the  outside  world,  carrying  to  them  the  few  articles  of 
commerce  which  this  simple  mode  of  living  demanded.  Ammuni- 
tion, meal  and  salt  were  the  three  articles  most  required,  but  the  first 
was  always  an  absolute  necessity.  The  periodical  trips  to  the  “base 
of  supplies”  were  always  fraught  with  peril,  both  to  the  lonely  trav- 
elers who  made  them  and  to  the  helpless  and  defenseless  ones  who 
were  left  behind.  Several  days  were  required  to  go  to  the  Ohio  and 
return  with  a cargo  of  supplies. 

The  first  settler  of  the  township  was  James  Wilson  who  located  on 
Buckskin  creek  in  1790,  and  established  his  home  near  the  present 
site  of  South  Salem.  Two  sons  of  James  Wilson,  Robert  and  John 
H.,  probably  accompanied  their  parents  to  the  country,  or  followed 
them  soon  after.  One  account  states  that  John  H.  Wilson  emigrated 
from  Kentucky  to  Ohio  in  1800 ; that  he  was  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, from  wrhich  state  he  emigrated  to  Wheeling,  thence  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  finally  to  Ohio.  He  located  on  survey  2,295,  where  he 
died.  Mr.  Wilson  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  served  a 
number  of  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Buckskin  township.  He 
was  a consistent  and  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  for 
many  years,  and  died  in  1805  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Robert 
Wilson  located  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  township  on  the  Paint 
creek  bottom  and  there  ended  his  days.  His  sons  "were  Anderson, 
William,  Newton  and  Alfred  L.,  most  of  whom  located  in  the  town- 
ship or  across  the  line  in  Highland  county,  and  became  a numerous 
and  prosperous  family. 

Noble  Crawford  settled  near  the  James  Wilson  family  in  1800 
and  built  his  house  on  Buckskin  creek  near  the  present  town  of  South 
Salem.  Crawford’s  was  the  second  house  in  the  settlement.  He  sold 
his  interests  the  same  year  to  Frederick  Free,  and  removed  to  Paint 
township  where  he  spent  his  remaining  years.  Frederick  Free  came 
to  America  as  a Hessian  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  English  crown, 
but  deserted  the  king’s  army  and  allied  himself  with  the  Patriot 
army  in  which  service  he  fought  through  the  Revolution,  and  in  his 
old  age  received  a pension  for  injuries  incurred  in  the  service.  He 
married  in  the  east,  and  had  a large  family,  some  of  whom  settled  in 
the  county  and  others  removed  to  the  west.  Jacob  Davis  located  on 
the'  west  side  of  Buckskin  creek  about  1800,  and  there  owmed  about 
seven  hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  occupied  for  over  fifty  years. 

The  May  family  located  on  Twin  hills,  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  township,  about  1800,  and  after  a residence  there  of  four  or  five 
years  sold  their  property  to  Francis  Tullys  who  occupied  it  until  his 
death.  John  Yandennan  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  in 
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1800.  He  and  his  brother  Frederick  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  fought  in  the  battle  of  Brandywine.  John  Vander- 
man  died  in  Buckskin  township  at  a ripe  old  age,  leaving  a numerous 
family,  of  whom  Joseph  was  lieutenant  of  a militia  company,  and 
John,  Matthias,  Conrad  and  Henry  enlisted  for  the  war  of  1812. 
Conrad  died  on  his  way  to  the  front. 

Alexander  Harper  located,  temporarily,  on  the  Pickaway  plains 
in  1798  and  there  raised  a crop.  In  1800  he  removed  to  the  north 
part  of  Buckskin  township,  and  settled  on  six  hundred  acres  of  land 
on  Survey  No.  2,291.  He  raised  a family  of  nine  children.  James 
and  Robert,  brothers  of  Alexander  Harper,  settled  on  the  same  sur- 
vey a year  or  two  later,  and  Alexander  and  Robert  died  there  in  1843. 

The  Waugh  brothers,  Joseph  and  Leaman,  located  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  township  as  early  as  1800  and  improved  farms,  which 
they  occupied  for  many  years ; but  the  family  name  is  no  longer  rep- 
resented in  the  township.  James  McConnell  established  a home  near 
the  Waughs  about  1800.  One  of  the  first  tanneries  in  the  commun- 
ity was  established  by  this  family.  Robert  Braden  came  from  Penn- 
sylvania in  1800  and  settled  on  Survey  2,292,  opening  up  a farm  of 
one  hundred  acres,  and  spent  the  balance  of  his  life.  He  died  in 
1842  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
His  son,  Samuel  Braden,  spent  his  life  in  the  township. 

James  Robinson  settled  on  Survey  653,  soon  after  1800.  William 
McMillan  and  family  located  on  the  same  survey  about  1812.  This 
property  was  the  site  of  the  proposed  town  of  New  Alexandria,  which 
never  passed  the  imaginary  stage.  William  Taylor  was  another  of 
the  settlers  of  1800.  He  located  in  the  Paint  creek  valley  and 
improved  a farm  upon  which  he  died.  All  of  his  family  moved 
away  except  one  daughter,  Eliza,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Mor- 
ton, whose  descendants  still  reside  in  the  township.  John  Cumpton 
married  a daughter  of  the  first  pioneer,  James  Wilson,  and  settled 
on  Survey  No.  2,292  about  1801.  They  reared  a family  who  mar- 
ried and  lived,  for  the  most  part,  in  Buckskin  township  where  numer- 
ous descendants  still  reside. 

John  Proud  was  one  of  the  prominent  early-time  pioneers.  He 
emigrated  from  New  Jersey  to  Ohio  in  1801.  After  remaining  two 
years  in  Paint  township,  he  occupied  a farm  in  Buckskin,  a mile  and 
a half  west  of  South  Salem.  He  was  a noted  trapper  and  hunter,  and 
paid  for  his  farm  with  the  pelts  and  furs.  He  bought  from  General 
McArthur.  Mr.  Proud  served  several  years  as  constable,  and  was 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four, 
and  his  property  descended  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Matilda  Hitchcock, 
whose  descendants  still  live  in  the  township. 

James  McGinnis  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ross  county  in 

1801.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  shoemakers.  His  father,  whose 
name  was  Janies,  also,  came  to  Ohio  with  his  son.  James  McGinnis, 
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sr.,  was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  received  a wound  in  the  service, 
carrying  a musket  ball'  in  his  thigh  until  his  death.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty.  James  McGinnis,  jr.,  was  a soldier  in  1812.  He 
achieved  considerable  local  notoriety  as  a hunter  and  trapper.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Rev.  Alexander  McGinnis,  a local 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination,  was  son  and 
grandson  of  the  two  pioneers  above  mentioned.  He  built  the  third 
house  in  the  town  of  South  Salem  where  he  died  in  1878,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years.  Alexander  McGinnis  married  a Miss  Taylor, 
whose  father  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Mr.  Taylor  was  an 
elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church  for  forty  years. 

Samuel  Davis  was  one  of  the  earliest  carpenters  in  the  township, 
and  assisted  in  building  many  of  the  pioneer  houses,  in  which  capa- 
city he  was  a very  welcome  addition  to  the  settlement.  He  located  in 
the  township  in  1802,  and  took  a farm  in  Survey  No.  3,698.  John 
Wallace  and  family  located  in  Buckskin  between  1800  and  1802. 
He  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1811  and  served  for  several  years 
afterward  in  the  same  capacity.  Henry  Hester  came  from  Penn- 
sylvania in  1804  and  settled  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  township. 
He  was  a millwright,  and  soon  after  coining  west,  erected  an i°il  nil 
on  his  farm,  which  lie  operated  some  six  years.  Being  called  into 
sendee  as  lieutenant  of  a company  to  defend  the  frontier  during  t e 
war  of  1812,  his  wife  and  sons,  during  his  absence,  remodeled  the 
mill  and  turned  it  to  good  account,  in  doing  custom  work  as  a gns 
mill,  the  proceeds  of  which  assisted  materially  in  supporting  the  fam- 
ily. Returning  from  the  army,  Mr.  Hester  continued  the  grist  mi 
for  many  years,  finally  selling  it  to  his  son.  This  family  also  own<^ 
one  of  the  early  saw  mills  of  the  township.  Mr.  Hester  and  wi  e 
died  of  cholera  in  1833.  . . , 

The  Mathews  family  located  in  Buckskin  township  in  1804,  an 
two  brothers,  Andrew  and  John,  located  on  Survey  No.  5,830,  where 
they  made  homes  and  ended  their  lives.  Robert  Mathews,  a son  o 
Andrew,  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  the  township  for  a number  o 
years.  David  Edmiston  and  wife,  with  eight  children,  located  m 
Buckskin  township  in  1804.  Mr.  Edmiston  planted  one  of  the  fii&t 
orchards  in  the  township.  The  homestead  was  a mile  west  of  South 
Salem,  where  the  parents  died.  The  children  married  and  many  o 
their  descendants  still  reside  in  the  township.  Josiah  Finch  located 
in  the  north  part  of  the  township  previous  to  1804,  and  numerous 
descendants  of  the  family  are  still  residents. 

One’  of  tlie  early  school  teachers  was  James  Caldwell,  who  came 
from  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  in  1805,  and  made  teaching  his  principal 
business  during  life.  He  was  orderly  sergeant  of  Captain  Kilgore  s 
company  during  the  war  of  1812.  He  married  a daughter  of  James 
Wilson,  and  they  reared  a family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  moved 
away  except  John  G.,  who  has  spent  his  life  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
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parental  home.  Hugh  Milligan  located  in  the  township  about  1804. 
He  married  the  widow  of  Captain  Kilgore,  and  they  raised  a family, 
and  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Buckskin  township.  Hugh 
C.  Milligan,  a son,  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the  old  homestead. 
John  Morton  settled  in  the  township  about  1806,  and  here  passed  his 
remaining  days.  His  children  were  mostly  residents  of  the  town- 
ship, though  one  son  died  in  Iowa.  Samuel  A.,  one  of  the  sons,  was 
a physician  for  many  years  in  South  Salem,  where  he  died.  J ames 
married  Iva  Junkins,  and  he  removed  to  Iowa  where  he  died.  John 
chose  for  his  companion  Eliza  Taylor,  and  remained  in  the  township 
during  life.  Dr.  Samuel  A.  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
a daughter  of  Rev.  William  Dickey,  and  after  her  death  he  wedded 
Mary  Wentworth,  of  Huntington  township.  George  Graham  emi- 
grated from  Maryland  in  1804  and  took  up  a residence  in  Buckskin 
township  the  same  year.  He  was  a carpenter  and  cabinet  maker, 
which  trade  he  followed  mostly  during  his  life.  He  served  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  died  at  the  age  of  nearly  eighty-five. 

The  following  named  persons  settled  in  the  township  prior  to  1815, 
and  most  of  them  lived  there  for  many  years,  some  during  life: 
Daniel  Hixon,  Robert  Cunningham,  Andrew  and  Michael  Simmer- 
man,  Alexander  Morrow,  James  Harper,  Abraham  and  Isaac  Black, 
Charles  Black,  James  Watt,  John  Cassel,  James  Clark,  George 
Frame,  Matthew  Simpson,  Andrew  Knox,  Reuben  King,  Billingsley 
Brown,  Adam  Kerr,  Frederick  Parret,  Philip  Robbins,  Jacob  Hyer, 
Edward  Shields,  Robert  Edminston,  Robert  Holding,  Benjamin 
McClure,  Michael  Hare,  Robert  Young,  William  Grant,  Daniel 
Thorp,  William  Thorp,  James  E.  and  Alexander  Kerr,  James  Watt, 
Abraham  Stookev,  John  Ferneau,  John  Sample,  John  Wallace,  Rob- 
ert DuBois,  and  James  Dickey. 

Besides  those  designated  in  personal  sketches,  as  soldiers  in  the- 
war  of  1812,  and  other  early  wars,  the  following  list  of  soldiers  is 
added,  some  of  which  are  duplicated  in  the  foregoing  list  of  early 
settlers:  George  Graham,  Frederick  Parrett,  Lieut  Henry  Hester, 

Taylor,  George  Pricer,  Michael  Hare,  Robert  Edminston, 

Jacob  Davis,  Abram  Dean,  Robert  McGinnis,  Capt.  Katban  Kilgore 
(killed  in  service),  Capt.  Daniel  Hare,  James  McGinnis  (a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier),  Adam  Howard  (served  in  the  Revolution),  Joseph 
Warnuch  (a  soldier  in  the  Revolution),  as  were,  also,  William  Smith 
and  John  McLean;  Robert  Wilson  in  1812;  J.  Ricketts  served  in 
the  French  and  Indian  war;  Ezra  Lucas  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his 
grandfather,  Isaac  Lucas,  served  seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary 
war;  John  Sample  was  a captain  in  the  war  of  1812.  Capt  James 
Collier,  born  in  Dauphin  county,  Pa.,  in  1752,  entered  the  Patriot 
army  in  1776,  participating  in  nearly  all  of  the  prominent  battles 
and  maneuvers  of  the  army  under  General  Washington;  endured  the 
sufferings  at  Valley  Forge,  remaining  in  the  army  from  the  begin- 
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ning  to  the  end  of  the  great  struggle.  He  came  to  Buckskin  town- 
ship in  1814,  and  lived  there  for  thirty  years,  being  called  to  rest  in 
1844.  General  La  Fayette1,  in  his  visit  to  America,  presented  Cap- 
tain Collier  with  a fine  sword  which  is  still  treasured  as  an  heirloom 
by  his  descendants. 

The  pioneer  subscription  schools  were  early  established  in  Buck- 
skin township,  but  the  exact  date  when  the  first  school  was  opened  is 
unknown.  John  G.  Caldwell,  previously  mentioned  in  this  chapter, 
taught  school  in  the  township  as  early  as  1805,  and  continued  to  teach 
in  the  locality  for  several  years ; but  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Caldwell 
was  not  the  first  teacher.  A school  was  established  on  the  farm  of 
Aaron  Cox  in  1815,  and  John  Organ  was  the  first  teacher  at  that  loca- 
tion. In  a very  early  day  the  people  assumed  quite  a literary  turn 
of  mind,  which  seemed  to  justify  the  establishment,  of  Kesbit’s  col- 
lege in  1820.  This  was  located  near  Salem,  and  the  institution 
afforded  instruction  in  the  languages  and  higher  scientific  branches. 
From  that  day  to  the  present,  South  Salem  has  been  an  educational 
center,  the  Academy  at  that  place  being  established  in  1842.  This 
institution  is  noticed  in  the  Educational  chapter.  A pioneer  school 
was  located  on  the  Waugh  farm  in  1808,  of  which  Samuel  Buck  was 
the  teacher.  This  was  continued  during  the  winter  seasons  for  a 
number  of  years.  A schoolhouse  was  built  in  the  Waugh  neighbor- 
hood about  1818,  and  another  was  located  near  Joseph  Harper’s  a 
year  or  two  later.  The  latter  is  one  of  the  districts  still  existing,  and 
a fine  brick  schoolhouse  succeeded  the  old  log  structure.  A school 
was  established  on  Hop  run  about  1814,  and  was  taught  in  that  year 
by  Benjamin  McClure,  who  was  followed,  successively,  by  Hugh 
McKenzie  and  James  Caldwell.  This  school  was  discontinued  about 
1820.  There  are  fifteen  schools  in  the  township  at  the  present  time, 
in  charge  of  a corps  of  specially  qualified  teachers,  whose  tenure  of 
office  is  dependent  upon  their  success  in  their  chosen  calling. 

The  primitive  saw  mills  of  pioneer  days  were  erected  as  necessity 
demanded,  and,  being  inexpensive  in  construction,  they  were  aban- 
doned when  neighborhood  needs  were  supplied.  The  oil  mill,  on  the 
Hester  place,  was  merged  into  a grist  mill  in  1812,  and  continued  as 
such  for  a number  of  years,  as  previously  stated.  Benjamin  Brack- 
ney  erected  a grist  mill  and  saw  mill  on  Buckskin  creek,  near  Salem, 
about  1820,  and  these  existed  for  about  twenty  years.  Joseph  Mor- 
ton operated  a horse-power  mill  for  a few  years  after  1830. 

The  early  settlers  of  the  township  were,  as  a rule,  averse  to  the 
presence  of  distilleries  among  them.  Three  or  four  stills  were  oper- 
ated, but  these  had  short  lives.  The  opposition  to  them  led  to  the 
organization,  in  an  early  day,  of  various  temperance  societies  render- 
ing  the  traffic  both  unpopular  and  unprofitable,  and  South  Salem  has 
never  had  an  open  saloon  from  the  day  of  its  incorporation  to  the  pres- 
ent. Several  tanneries  existed  in  the  early  days,  the  first  of  which 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


BUCKSKIN  TOWNSHIP. 


319 


seems  to  have  been  established  by  James  Blain,  near  Greenfield,  in 
1814.  But  these  have  long  since  ceased  to  exist-. 

The  village  of  South  Salem  was  laid  out  about  1846,  some  four 
years  after  the  opening  of  the  academy,  the  primary  object  of  the  pro- 
prietor, Mr.  John  Sample,  being  to  establish  a home  for  the  school. 
The  first  two  years  of  its  existence  brought  it  very  nearly  to  its  pres- 
ent status  as  regards  population.  It  was  never  expected,  and  appar- 
ently not  desired,  that  the  village  should  ever  become  very  populous, 
but  that  it  should  afford  a clean,  pure  home  for  the  students,  remote 
from  the  corroding  influences  which  usually  prevail  in  large  towns. 
The  population  consists  largely  of  persons  who  are  retired  from 
active  pursuits,  and  have  located  in  Salem  because  of  the  admirable 
facilities  afforded  for  educating  their  children.  Others  are  there 
because  of*  religious  opportunities,  while  still  others  represent  the 
various  business  interests  of  the  town. 

There  are  several  well-stocked  mercantile  houses,  a hotel,  livery 
and  mechanical  shops.  South  Salem  is  a desirable  trading  point, 
and  is  sustained  by  an  excellent  farming  community  in  southern 
Buckskin  and  northern  Paint  townships. 

Lyndon  is  a small  village  on  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
Southwestern  railroad,  the  only  town  on  a railway  in  Buckskin 
township.  It  was  laid  out  about  1853,  by  John  H.  Huggins,  and 
was  first  named  Zora.  A few  years  later,  when  the  Langdons  bought 
the  land,  they,  in  remembrance  of  their  native  town  in  Massachusetts, 
changed  the  name  to  Lyndon.  It  is  a pleasant  little  town  of  about 
two  hundred  inhabitants,  in  the  center  of  a rich  agricultural  district 
There  are  several  mercantile  houses,  a grist  mill,  mechanical  shops, 
produce  houses,  and  school.  Samuel  A.  Langdon  was  the  first  post- 
master, and,  probably,  the  first  merchant  The  village  does  a thriv- 
ing business,  and  is  located  in  the  midst  of  a rich  agricultural  district 

The  first  religious  organization  in  Buckskin  township  which  had 
more  than  a nominal  existence  was  Salem  Presbyterian  church. 
This  was  known  in  the  early  years  of  its  existence  as  Buckskin  congre- 
gation. It  was  organized  October  27,  1802,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ralston  of 
Pennsylvania.  But  Revs.  Dunlevy  and  Marquis  were  the  first  min- 
isters to  visit  the  infant  settlement,  and  the  first  religious  services  in 
the  township  were  held  by  them  under  the  leafy  canopy  of  an  elm 
tree  near  the  residence  of  James  C.  Irwin.  Thirty  members  joined 
at  the  organization  of  the  church,  and  these  elected  John  McConnell, 
David  Edmiston,  John  Edwards  and  Abram  Dean  as  ruling  elders. 
The  membership  embraced  residents  of  Buckskin,  Concord,  Paint 
and  Twin  townships,  as  at  present  organized,  though  the  majority  of 
them  lived  on  territory  now  included  in  Buckskin.  A communion 
service  was  held  in  the  woods  four  days  after  the  organization  was 
effected.  Meetings  were  held  in  this  “first  temple,”  or  in  the  cabins 
of  the  settlers,  during  the  first  two  years  of  the  existence  of  the 
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church ; but  in  1804  a log  meeting  house  was  erected  near  the  site  of 
the  first  communion.  This  was  torn  down  a year  later  and  rebuilt 
at  a more  central  location,  the  site  chosen  being  near  the  present  vil- 
lage of  South  Salem,  near  where  the  burying-ground  had  previously 
been  established.  The  old  log  building,  after  being  enlarged  when 
rebuilt,  was  occupied  by  the  congregation  until  1828,  when  a new 
brick  church  was  erected.  Robert  Steele  was  instrumental  m bring 
ing  into  existence  the  first  Sunday  school,  and  this  at  first  met  wi 
considerable  opposition  from  some  of  the  members.  But,  as  time 
passed,  having  enlisted  the  co-operation  of  some  of  the  prominent 
members,  among  whom  was  David  Edmiston,  it  was  tolerated,  an 
at  last  recognized  as  a valuable  accessory.  The  church  succeeded 
from  the  start,  and  soon  became  one  of  the  leading  religious  organiza- 
tions in  that  section  of  the  county.  Rev.  James  H.  Dickey  was  m 
pastoral  charge  from  1811  until  1824,  and  his  successor,  Rev.  S.  H. 
Fullerton,  occupied  its  pulpit  for  twenty-six  years,  his  pastorate  being 
terminated  by  his  death.  Rev.  Alexander  H.  Young  succeeded  to 
the  pastorate  about  1850  and  continued  that  relation  jmtil  186  . 
Rev.  Robert  K.  Campbell  was  installed  as  pastor  in  1870,  and  sus- 
tained that  relation  for  many  years.  During  the  anti-slavery  agita- 
tion there  was  a division  of  the  congregation,  and  some  twenty-seven 
members  withdrew  and  allied  themselves  with  the  Free  Presbyterian 
church,  and  effected  an  organization  under  that  name  February  2 
1858.  This  estrangement  from  the  parent  church  existed  some  eight 
years,  when,  after  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  under  the  inspiration 
of  a successful  revival,  the  organization  was  abandoned  and  the  fifty- 
three  members  returned  to  their  former  church  relations.  Soon  alter 
the  founding  of  the  village  of  South  Salem,  the  name  of  Buckskin 
Presbyterian  church  was  dropped,  and  the  organization  has  since  been 
known  as  Salem  Presbyterian  church.  It  is  in  a prosperous  condi- 
tion, and,  as  the  parent  of  Salem  Academy,  has  attained  more  than 
local  prominence.  « . . i 

Pisgah  Presbyterian  church  was  the  outgrowth  of  religious  zeal 
in  Salem  church,  and  was  established  as  a mission  in  1810. . Seven 
years  later  it  became  self-sustaining,  and  has  since  maintained  an 
independent  organization,  having  a church  building  and  regular 
pastor.  The  Associate  Reformed  church  was  organized  on  Hop  run 
about  1812,  and  after  some  eight  years  of  precarious  existence  the 
organization  was  abandoned,  some  of  the  membership  going  with  the 
Presbyterians  and  others  assisting  in  establishing  a church  at  Green- 
field. The  latter  is  still  in  existence,  and  has  grown  into  prominence 
and  usefulness.  . 

For  several  years  previous  to  1810,  religious  services  were  held  by 
the  Methodists  in  the  settlers’  cabins  and  in  the  groves,  according  to 
the  convenience  and  desires  of  the  people.  Rev.  James  Havens  and 
Rev.  James  B.  Finley  were  the  pioneers  of  Methodism  in  Buckskin 
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township.  The  church  was  formally  organized  at  the  house  of 
Joseph  Waugh,  in  1810,  and  a log  building  was  erected  on  the  Waugh 
farm.  A neat  frame  church  succeeded  this  primitive  cabin,  the 
latter  being  occupied  by  the  congregation  until  1878,  when  it  was 
replaced  by  a large  and  substantial  brick  edifice  which  serves  the 
people  at  present.  The  congregation  is  strong  and  prosperous. 

Carmel  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  in  1804.  A log 
meeting  house  was  erected  on  the  Wright  farm  near  Salem.  But  the 
congregation  was  weak,  numerically,  and  the  organization  was  aban- 
doned in  1879.  The  New  Carmel  church  was  established  at  Lyndon 
about  1841,  and  this  continued  its  existence  about  ten  years,  when 
the  membership  was  absorbed  by  the  church  at  Salem  and  the  organi- 
zation was  given  up.  Howe’s  Chapel,  another  Methodist  organization, 
came  into  existence  about  1855  under  the  ministerial  labors  of  Rev. 
William  Rowe.  The  building  was  located  in  the  southeast  part  of 
the  township,  where  a small  church  was  erected,  and  this  was  sold 
and  moved  away  in  1879. 

The  Protestant  Methodists  organized  a class,  and  built  a church  in 
Salem  about  1851.  After  a struggling  existence  of  some  ten  years, 
the  building  was  sold  to  the  colored  Baptists,  and  they  still  maintain 
an  organization  known  as  Mount  Zion  Baptist  church. 

11-21 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 


PAINT  TOWNSHIP. 

TOPOGRAPHICALLY,  this  township  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  being  the  most  irregular  in  outline  in  Ross  county.  The 
township  was  organized  by  the  county  commissioners  on 
March  9,  1808,  from  territory  then  embraced  within  the 
townships  of  Buckskin  and  Paxton.  The  house  of  Sanford  Carders 
was  designated  as  the  place  for  holding  elections. 

Buckskin  creek  flows  nearly  through  the  township,  maintaining  a 
southerly  course  until  it  reaches  the  west  central  portion,  when  it 
makes  an  abrupt  turn  to  the  eastward  and  empties  into  Paint  creek 
just  over  the  line  in  Paxton  township.  This  is  the  principal  interior 
stream.  Paint  creek  forms  the  entire  western  boundary,  and  about 
half  of  the  southern r leaving  the  township  line  near  the  mouth  of 
Buckskin  creek.  Other  small  streams  are  Lower  Twin,  which  drains 
the  eastern  end  of  the  township  for  a short  distance,  and  Cliff  run, 
Core  run  and  Whetstone  creek,  which  cut  through  the  hills  in  the 
interior,  and  are  bounded,  generally,  by  rugged  bluffs  instead  of  the 
usual  fertile  valleys. 

The  choice  farming  land  of  the  township  lies  in  the  valleys  of  Paint 
creek,  Buckskin  creek  and  Lower  Twin.  The  valleys  of  these  streams 
are  usually  wide  and  fertile  bottom  lands,  which,  together,  Comprise 
about  one-third  of  the  township.  But  little  level  farming  land  is 
to  be  found  along  the  small  interior  streams.  The  bluffs  often  rise 
abruptly  from  the  very  banks  of  the  creeks  and  terminate  in  broken 
and  hilly  lands,  of  thin  clay  soil.  Some  of  these  hills  are  still  cov- 
ered with  natural  forest  trees,  thinned  out,  of  course,  by  the  process 
of  a hundred  years’  culling  in  the  search  for  desirable  timber  for  vari- 
ous purposes.  Pruitdale  is  the  only  village  in  the  township,  and 
has  less  than  a hundred  population.  This  is  a station  on  the  Ohio 
Southern  railroad  which  crosses  the  western  end  of  the  township  from 
northwest  to  southeast,  with  stopping  places  at  Humboldt  and  Spout 
' no  stations.  But,  notwithstanding  the  meager  trading 

facilities  within  the  boundaries  of  Paint  township,  the  people  are 
well  provided  for  in  the  existence  of  nearby  towns  in  adjacent  terri- 
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tory,  Greenfield,  Bainbridge,  South  Salem  and  Bourneville  being 
conveniently  accessible  at  the  four  cardinal  points. 

Paint  township  is  a purely  agricultural  district,  and  in  this  respect 
maintains  a high  standard  of  excellence.  The  lands  in  the  valleys 
are  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  county  in  fertility  and  value,  while  the 
hill  lands  are  well  adapted  to  certain  features  of  the  farming  indus- 
try, and  rendered  profitable  according  to  the  energy  and  intelligence 
employed.  There  is  much  wild  scenery  in  Paint,  which,  when 
observed  at  the  proper  season  and  undef  favorable  circumstances,  will 
abundantly  repay  the  strangers’  visit.  The  old  Indian  Ford  across 
the  Paint  was  a point  to  which  the  warrior’s  trails  seemed  to  con- 
verge from  all  directions,  and  council  fires  burned  in  the  adjacent 
camps  on  the  margins  of  the  stream.  Long  years  before  the  white 
man  entered  the  territory,  this  was  a favorite  rendezvous  for  the 
Indians  in  passing  through  the  valley,  and  doubtless  was  the  scene 
of  stealthy  plottings  against  enemies  of  their  own  race,  equally  as 
often  as  against  the  white  intruder. 

Above  the  old  Indian  ford  the  traveler,  following  a lonely  road, 
reaches  Cliff  run  where  it  cuts  it  way  through  a precipitous  gorge. 
The  place  has  been  famous  in  county  annals  ever  since  the  dead  body 
of  Mary  Lowell  was  found  there  in  March,  1871.  It  was  found  that 
she  had  taken  strychnine,  and  there  was  also  evidence  of  a struggle. 
John  S.  Blackburn  was  accused  of  murdering  the  woman.  He  had 
taken  her  from  Greenfield  to  the  lonely  place,  and  afterward  informed 
his  brother-in-law  that  she  was  there  dead.  In  his  behalf  the  theory 
was  advanced  that  she  took  the  poison  voluntarily,  but  not  much  cre- 
dence was  given  to,  this,  and  on  the  trial  his  attorneys  depended  upon 
the  defense  of  insanity.  In  the  famous  trial,  which  continued  at 
Chillicothe  for  three  weeks,  beginning  Xovember  21,  1871,  Judge 
William  II.  Safford  presided.  The  State  was  represented  by  Law- 
rence F.  Neal,  prosecuting  attorney,  assisted  by  Milton  H.  Clark. 
The  defense  was  represented  by  George  E.  Pugh  and  James  W.  Fitz- 
gerald, of  Cincinnati,  with  Judge  Sloane,  H.  L.  Dickey,  S.  L.  Wal- 
lace, and  Thomas  Beach,  of  Boss  county,  and  W.  II.  Irwin,  of 
Greenfield.  The  prisoner’s  brother,  C.  II.  Blackburn,  of  Cincinnati, 
was  also  of  the  counsel  for  the  defendant,  though  not  appearing  as 
an  attorney  of  record.  A verdict  of  murder  in  the  second  degree  was 
returned,  but  the  defendant  appealed  to  the  supreme  court  from  the 
refusal  of  a new  trial,  and  secured  that  privilege.  But  before  the 
second  arraignment,  a commission  in  lunacy,  appointed  under  a new 
law,  pronounced  the  prisoner  insane,  and  he  was  for  a time  confined 
in  an  asylum  and  afterward  released,  when  he  went  west. 

The  honors  of  first  settlement  are  duexto  the  Woodbridge  family, 
descendants  of  Jelahiel  Woodbridge  who  was  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Ohio  company,  organized  in  Boston,  March  1,  1786.  He 
accompanied  General  Rufus  Putnam  on  his  first  trip  to  the  com-* 
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pany’s  lands  in  Ohio.  The  descendants  of  Jelahiel  Woodbridge, 
who  was  a colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  were  the  earliest  settlers 
of  this  region,  and  all  were  men  of  prominence.  Rapid  Forge  Valley 
was  originally  owned  by  John  Woodbridge,  the  father  of  Senator 
John  Woodbridge,  who  succeeded  to  the  ownership.  Dudley  Wood- 
bridge  was  the  first  registrar  of  lands  in  the  Northwest  Territory. 
On  the  farm  of  Senator  Woodbridge  are  several  caves  which  have 
been  places  of  general  resort.  ^ These  are  known  as  Marble  cave,  Wet 
cave  and  Dry  cave.  The  latter  has  a finely  arched  entrance  and 
dome,  while  Wet  cave  is  so  called  because  of  the  cool  and  refreshing 
waters  which  flow  from  the  interior  in  two  tiny  streams,  and  dis- 
appear near  the  mouth  of  the  cave  through  fissures  in  the  rocks.  The 
precise  date  when  members  of  the  Woodbridge  family  located  in  the 
township  is  not  known. 

Jacob  Hare  emigrated  from  Virginia  and  settled  in  the  northern 
part  of  Paipt  township  during  the  year  1799.  He  thus  became  one 
of  the  very  earliest  settlers,  and  probably  the  first  to  locate  north  of 
New  Amsterdam.  He  was  a man  of  great  determination  and  strong 
will.  In  his  native  state  he  had  allied  himself  with  the  cause  of  the 
royalists,  during  the  Revolution,  and  bore  to  his  grave  the  marks  or 
his  persistent  Toryism.  It  is  said  that  he  hurrahed  for  King  George 
when  on  his  death-bed,  many  years  after  his  removal  to  Ohio.  In 
illustration  of  his  iron  nerve  it  is  told  that  when  he  found  his  dogs 
in  a tussle  with  a large  bear  and  he  feared  to  use  his  gun  lest  the  dogs 
might  be  injured,  he  sprang  into  the  fight,  armed  only  with  a hunt- 
ing knife,  and  despatched  the  ferocious  animal. 

J acob  and  Enos  Smith,  brothers,  sought  a home  in  the  Scioto  coun- 
try in  1796.  They  were  impressed  with  the  beauty  of  the  Paint 

valley,  and  the  availability  of  the  water  power  at  the  falls.  Being  ^ 
mill-wrights,  they  were  quick  to  see  the  advantage  offered,  and  began 
negotiations  with  General  Massie,  who  owned  all  the  land  in  the  vicin- 
ity. After  explaining  that  they  desired  to  build  a mill  in  the  new 
country,  Massie  willingly  made  terms  with  them,  the  conditions  being 
that  they  should  clear  twenty  acres  on  the  south  side  of  Paint  creek 
for  each  hundred  acres  of  unimproved  land  on  the  north  side,  and  the 
Smith  colony  was  thus  assured.  A further  condition  of  the  pui*- 
chase  allowed  the  Smiths  to  raise  two  crops  on  the  land  which  they 
cleared  for  General  Massie,  and  this  gave  them  the  means  of  a live- 
lihood while  earning  their  farm.  The  forest  yielded  abundant  sup- 
plies of  game,  almost  without  the  labor  of  hunting  it,  and  thus  the 
brothers  began  what  seemed  to  them  almost  a holiday  season,  though 
they  very  energetically  pursued  their  labors.  A few  cabins  were 
erected  on  the  north  side  of  Paint  creek,  and  these,  and  the  perma- 
nent improvements  in  sight,  attracted  the  settlers. 

General  Massie  joined  with  the  Smiths  in  building  a dam  across 
Paint  creek,  and  utilized  his  interest  in  it  by  erecting  a saw  mill  on 
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the  south  side,  while  the  Smiths  built  a large  one,  for  that  day,  on 
the  north  side.  These  mills  were  put  in  operation  in  1798.  But  as 
General  Massie  did . not  design  to  enter  into  competition  with  his 
neighbors  across  the  creek,  his  mill,  after  supplying  his  own  needs 
and  those  of  his  neighbors  who  were  best  accommodated  there,  fell 
into  disuse,  and  was  soon  washed  away.  The  Smith  mill  was 
enlarged  and  improved  from  time  to  time,  and  became  a prominent 
factor  in  the  development  of  the  country.  It  is  stated  that  for  fully 
a decade  most  of  the  corn  and  wheat  of  Highland  county  was  brought 
there  for  grinding,  and  the  Smith  mill  continued  to  have  a monopoly 
of  the  business  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  for  many  years  afterward. 
The  Smith  settlement  attracted  the  families  of  Zachariah  Taylor, 
and  Robert  Halliday,  who  came  early  in  the  year  1799.  They 
remained  at  the  falls  about  a year,  and  in  1800  bought  farms  of  Gen- 
eral Massie,  and  located  as  neighbors  to  Jacob  Hare. 

The  Smith  brothers  conceived  the  idea  that  conditions  were  favor- 
able to  the  existence  of  a town  at  the  falls,  the  mills  and  numerous 
residents  being  a nucleus.  Another  consideration  was  the  fact  that 
no  other  site  as  favorable  could  be  found  in  all  the  region,  with  their 
superb  water  power,  the  prestige  gained  by  the  pioneer  mills,  and  a 
rich  agricultural  district  surrounding.  Accordingly,  in  1800,  they 
employed  a surveyor,  and  laid  out  a town,  on  a very  liberal  plan. 
The  streets  were  named  in  honor  of  the  Revolutionary  heroes  whom 
the  war  had  brought  into  prominence — all  except  two — these  were 
named  Virginia  and  Hudson.  The  founders  of  the  town  being  of 
Dutch  extraction,  they  patriotically  named  it  Xew  Amsterdam.  For 
a time  the  village  gave  promise  of  a successful  career.  Actual  streets 
took  the  place  of  the  blazed  trees  left  by  the  surveyor.  Numerous 
cabins,  quickly  erected,  together  with  the  array  of  houses  and  vehi- 
cles about  the  mill,  gave  it  the  appearance  of  a bustling,  thriv- 
ing little  village  in  the  backwoods.  A few  stores  and  places  of 
resort  were  established,  and  then  came  the  climax,  “A  malarial  dis- 
trict,more  formidable  in  the  mouth  of  public  repute  than  in  actual 
existence;  the  establishment  of  newer  and  better  mills  above  and 
below,  the  former  by  Highland  county  people,  equally  zealous,  and 
prompt  to  take  advantage  of  favoring  circumstances;  the  latter  by 
Christian  Benner,  whose  plant  became  the  Mecca  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlement, and  so  continued  for  many  years ; these,  with  the  reputed 
unfavorable  sanitary  conditions,  and  the  death-knell  of  Xew  Amster- 
dam was  sounded. 

John  Gray  came  from  Pennsylvania  in  the  fall  of  1799.  He  set- 
tled, temporarily,  on  Pee  Pee  creek,  in  Highland  county;  but  early 
in  1800  he  removed  to  Paint  township,  and  settled  on  Twin  creek. 
He  bought  a hundred  acres  of  land  from  which  not  a tree  had  been 
cut,  and  he  and  his  wife  entered  upon  the  herculean  task  of  prepar- 
ing these  acres  for  cultivation.  Two  small  children  accompanied 
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these  parents  into  the  wilderness ; and  probably,  on  account  of  these, 
Gray  established  a school  at  his  own  house,  which  he  taught  for  sev- 
eral winters. 

Other  early  settlers  in  the  Twin  creek  neighborhood,  who  located 
there  prior  to  1800,  or  in  that  year,  were  George  Brown,  George 
Walker,  Thomas  Mahan,  Jacob  Myers  and  Thomas  McDonald. 
These  families,  with  the  Grays,  constituted  the  settlers  on  Paint 
creek,  within  the  bounds  of  the  township  in  the  year  1800. 

George  Brown  was  a man  of  progressive  spirit  and  wide  influence 
among  the  early  settlers.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  organiza- 
tion period  and  in  the  educational  affairs  of  the  infant  settlement. 
The  first  building  erected  for  school  purposes  within  the  township 
was  on  Mr.  Brown’s  farm.  This  was  in  keeping  with  its  surround- 
ings, a typical  pioneer  affair,  even  to  the  oiled  paper  for  window 
lights,  the  rude  log  hut,  with  its  wide-spreading  fire-place  and  split 
logs  for  seats.  The  text  books  and  “course  of  study”  were  printed 
on  a shingle,  and  many  of  the  old  settlers  lived  to  tell  in  recent  years 
of  their  infantile  struggles  in  mastering  orthography  from  this  prim- 
itive “text  book.”  John  Gray  taught  this  school,  and  was  followed 
by  Henry  S.  Femandus  and  John  Organ.  Numerous  descendants 
of  these  old  pioneers,  particularly  of  the  Brown  family,  still  live  in 
Paint  township. 

Alexander  Scroggs  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  and  it  is  believed 
that  he  was  a resident  of  the  township  before  the  opening  of  the 
Smith  mill.  Abraham  Pepple  was  an  early  settler  in  the  Paint 
creek  valley,  but  his  first  residence  was  in  Paxton  township,  coming 
into  Paint  township  about  1805.  A numerous  posterity  still  per- 
petuate his  name  as  a worthy  pioneer  and  useful  citizen.  Joseph 
Bockhold  came  from  Pennsylvania  and  located  on  High  Bank  prairie 
in  1797.  In  1802  he  removed  to  Cave  run  in  Paint  township  where 
he  ended  his  days,  leaving  a large  estate.  He  was  a captain  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  served  over  thirty  years  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
Noble  Crawford  accompanied  the  Massie  party  in  1796.  He  was 
also  a Pennsylvanian,  and  settled  on  High  Bank  prairie  below  Chil- 
licothe.  About  1800  he  located  on  Buckskin  creek  in  Paint  town- 
ship, and  there  built  a saw  mill  which  he  operated  for  about  ten 
years,  when  he  removed  from  the  county.  William  S.  Crawford 
came  from  Kentucky  in  1805  and  located  on  a farm  in  Paint  town- 
ship, where  he  died.  Some  of  his  descendants  still  live  in  the  town- 
ship. William  Smith  located  in  Paint  township  in  1804  and  became 
a neighbor  to  the  Hallidays,  Warnicks  and  Irwins.  They  estab- 
lished a school  in  1805  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  pupils  for  sev- 
eral years  being  representatives  only  of  these  families.  James 
Caldwell,  mentioned  in  another  chapter,  was  the  teacher  in  this 
school.  John  Edmiston,  a prominent  local  politician,  became  a resi- 
dent of  the  township  about  1805,  and  Hugh  McClelland  came  about 
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the  same  time.  Nathan  Hays  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
served  the  township  in  various  official  positions.  He  was  a justice 
of  the  peace  for  six  years.  Thomas  Edmonson,  another  pioneer, 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  Indian  wars  and  in  the  second  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

Capt.  Zachary  Taylor,  a nephew  of  the  famous  old  general,  served 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  lived  to  old  age,  a resident  of  Paint  town- 
ship. Other  prominent  early  settlers  were  Joseph  Ogle,  M.  Benner 
(the  first  shoemaker  in  the  township),  Jesse  Cox,  Adam  Kerr,  Tim- 
othy and  Daniel  Hixon,  Andrew  Knuckles,  Mr.  Weller  (father  of 
Frederick  Weller),  Thomas  Cox  and  Seth  Sayre.  Of  later  coming, 
yet  classed  as  early  settlers,  were  several  Middleton  families,  and 
James  Stinson.  Dennis  Ogle  was  a member  of  the  legislature  in 
1869  and  a man  of  prominence  and  influence. 

Rapids  Forge,  a famous  manufacturing  establishment  for  many 
years  before  1860,  is  described  in  the  Industrial  chapter  of  this  work. 
It  became,  by  far,  the  greatest  industry  in  Ross  county,  and  probably 
its  volume  of  business  was  not  exceeded,  in  its  day,  at  any  point  in 
the  Scioto  valley. 

Under  the  head  of  religious  organizations,  almost  the  entire  his- 
tory of  Paint  township  may  be  summed  up  in  the  general  title  of 
Methodism.  The  clergymen  of  this  denomination  were  early  on  the 
ground,  and  their  aggressiveness  and  persistent  labors  were  rewarded 
in  the  early  days  with  numerous  organizations  of  that  faith.  But 
the  only  persisting  church  of  that  society  is  the  one  which  suffered 
greatest  reverses  in  its  early  history.  Rapids  Forge  church  was  the 
first  to  have  an  existence  in  the  township.  It  was  organized  in  the 
early  days  of  the  last  century,  and  services  were  held  for  a number  of 
years  in  the  homes  of  the  members.  The  first  public  meetings  were 
held  at  the  house  of  James  Havens,  near  the  rapids.  The  organiza- 
tion of  a church  was  effected,  more  with  an  idea  of  a missionary 
effort  to  temporarily  benefit  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  commu- 
nity than  with  the  thought  of  a permanent  organization  which  should 
survive  the  century.  Though  this  condition  was  most  devoutly 
wished,  yet  the  circumstances  were  so  unfavorable  that  it  could 
scarcely  be  expected.  The  settlers  were  isolated  and  few  in  num- 
bers. They  were  generally  poor,  and  though  possessing  the  religious 
fervor  essential  to  success,  the  conditions  were  decidedly  against 
them.  But  an  organization  of  a church  was  effected,  and  it  passed 
through  the  varying  fortunes  of  its  pioneer  existence,  meeting  dis- 
couragements and  temporary  dissolutions  until,  phoenix-like,  there 
was  reared  a lasting  organization  on  the  ruins.  In  1828  it  began  to 
assume  a position  of  stability  and  prominence  which  was  accelerated 
by  the  encouragement  of  the  Rapids  Forge  industry,  and  recognition 
and  support  from  that  direction.  But  the  organization  was  aban- 
doned on  several  occasions,  and  resuscitated  and  reorganized  under 
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the  zealous  labors  of  successive  pastors.  Enlistments  in  the  civil 
war  finally  compassed  its  defeat  in  1865,  and  the  doors  were  closed 
until  1872.  In  that  year  Rev.  Mr.  Saunders,  of  the  Cincinnati  con- 
ference, reopened  the  old  building,  and  the  succeeding  two  years  he 
served  the  people  regularly,  receiving  his  support  through  individual 
contributions.  It  then  was  attached  to  the  Bainbridge  circuit  for 
the  second  or  third  time,  and  became  a regular  preaching  appoint- 
ment on  that  circuit.  In  recent  years  the  church  has  been  more  than 
usually  successful,  and  the  membership  embraces  a large  number  of 
prominent  families  in  the  community. 

Bethesda  church  was  organized  by  Rev.  George  W.  Maley,  the 
pastor  in  charge  of  the  Highland’  circuit,  in  1831.  The  class  was 
formed  at  the  house  of  James  Middleton,  consisting  of  twelve  mem- 
bers, and  these  became  the  nucleus  to  the  church  of  the  above  name. 
A church  building  was  erected  in  1845,  and  dedicated  in  August  of 
that  year.  The  church  still  has  an  existence.  Locke’s  chapel  was 
erected  in  1845,  on  land  donated  by  George  Brown,  a residence  build- 
ing being  remodeled  and  moved  to  the  church  site.  Regular  services 
were  held  at  this  place  for  many  years;  but  the  property  finally 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  who  erected  Wes- 
ley chapel  on  the  grounds. 

The  Methodist  Protestant  church  was  organized  in  the  early  ’SO’s 
and  had  an  existence  for  several  years,  when  the  place  of  worship 
was  moved  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county.  Cave  Run  church  was 
organized  near  the  Twin  creek  road,  by  a denomination  known  as 
the  “New  Lights.”  In  1845  the  church  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  “Radical  Methodists,”  but  the  organization  was  finally  aban- 
doned, and  the  persisting  members  attached  themselves  to  the  South 
Salem  and  Bainbridge  churches. 

About  1840,  Rev.  Robert  Calvert,  a Dunkard  preacher,  began  to 
hold  public  sendees  of  that  denomination  at  the  homes  of  different 
persons  in  the  eastern  part  of  Paint  township.  At  the  same  time 
the  New  Lights  and  both  branches  of  the  Methodist  church  were  hold- 
ing sendees  in  the  same  community.  As  they  gained  strength,  the 
Methodists  built  churches,  and  the  Dunkards  had  the  field  to  them- 
selves. This  denomination  was  prosperous,  also,  and  in  1872  they 
built  a neat  house  of  worship  near  the  Wesley  chapel,  in  which  they 
have  since  held  their  services. 

Paint  township  has  today  within  her  borders  nine  excellent 
schools,  in  charge  of  a corps  of  specially  trained  instructors,  who 
receive  compensation  according  to  their  attainments  and  efficiency. 
No  township  in  the  county  has  a better  system  of  public  schools  or  a 
more  appreciative  class  of  patrons. 
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SPRINGFIELD  TOWNSHIP. 


THE  organization  of  this  township  dates  from  March  9,  1808, 
on  which  date  it  was  set  off  from  Green  township,  with 
boundaries  described  as  follows:  “Beginning  on  the 

Scioto  river  at  the  Cedar  bank,  the  northwest  comer  of 
township  eight,  in  range  twenty-one,  and  township  nine,  range 
twenty;  thence  down  the  Scioto  river  to  Joseph  Gardner’s  ferry; 
thence  along  the  line  of  townships  seven,  eight  and  nine,  to  the  south- 
east corner  of  section  thirty-two ; thence  north  to  the  northwest  comer 
of  section  five;  thence  along  the  line  of  townships  eight,  nine  and 
ten,  to  place  of  beginning.  The  said  township  to  be  known  by 
the  name  of  Springfield.”  The  house  of  James  Wallace  was  desig- 
nated, by  the  same  order,  as  the  place  for  holding  elections ; but  this 
was  subsequently  changed  to  a more  central  location,  at  the  house  of 
Zachariah  Jones.  Since  the  division  of  the  township  into  two  voting 
precincts,  elections  have  been  held  at  ITopetown  and  school  district 
number  four. 

The  surface  of  the  township  is  generally  broken,  and,  in  many 
localities,  exceedingly  rugged  and  hilly.  A narrow  stretch  of  the 
valley  of  the  Scioto  bounds  the  western  end  of  the  township,  and 
comprises,  by  far,  the  greater  portion  of  level  land  within  its  borders. 
There  are  many  interesting  natural  features  within  the  bounds  of 
Springfield  township,  not  the  least  of  which  is  historic  Mount  Logan. 
This  is  a rugged  eminence,  rising  to  a height  of  six  hundred  and 
seventy-four  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Scioto.  From  its  lofty  summit, 
a delightful  view  is  afforded,  taking  in,  at  a glance,  the  beautiful  city 
of  Chillicothe  a mile  to  the  westward,  the  Scioto  valley  above  and 
below,  for  many  miles,  and  Circleville  in  the  distance.  The  location 
of  Columbus  is  also  seen  from  the  crest,  as  marked  by  a heavy  cloud 
of  smoke.  North  Pinnacle  is  another  enduring  moniunent  in  the 
same  range,  almost  as  lofty,  and  presenting  a view  as  entrancing. 
The  “ancient  race”  has  also  left  traces  of  their  handiwork  in  this 
township,  in  the  form  of  a combined  square  and  circle,  embracing 
about  twenty  acres.  But  the  depredations  of  the  plow  have  mostly 
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obliterated  these  interesting  relics  of  past  ages,  and  their  identity 
would  scarcely  be  recognized  by  the  casual  observer.  This  interest- 
ing work  is  located  on  the  Dunn  and  McConnell  farms. 

The  varieties  known  as  hardwood  predominated  in  t e J**®8®* 
The  bottom  lands  were  covered  with  maple,  black  walnut,  shell-bark, 
hickory,  and  some  varieties  of  oak,  while  the  uplands  and  hills  were 
mostly  covered  with  white  oak.  There  were  bears,  panthers,  deer 
wolves,  wild-cats  and  wild  hogs  in  great  numbers.  Spnngtie 
boasted  of  some  noted  hunters  in  the  pioneer  days,  and  one  ot  tuese, 
Samuel  McRoberts,  achieved  more  than  local  notoriety.  At  tne  age 
of  fourteen  he  encountered  a female  bear  and  five  cubs  m the  woods, 
having  nothing  except  his  trusty  rifle  and  a small  dog  as  companions. 
It  is  stated  that  he  killed  the  six  bears.  He  was  a Companion  of 
Daniel  Boone  on  various  hunting  and  trapping  expeditions,  ana 
received  valuable  instructions  in  this  line  from  the  famous  frontiers- 

Michael  Cryder  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  Springfield.  He 
emigrated  from  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.,  in  1<96,  bringing  1S  W1 
and  seven  sons  bv  way  of  the  Ohio  river  on  a flat  boat,  thence  l*P 
Scioto,  to  Chillicothe,  on  a keel  boat.  The  wife  and  small  children 
remained  at  Chillicothe  until  the  father,  and  the  sons  who  were  large 
enough  to  assist,  had  erected  a cabin  on  the  banks  of  the  river  ne 
Hopetown.  Mr.  Crvder  entered  some  fourteen  hundred  acres  o 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  his  first  cabin,  and  there  he  and  the  st^warc 
sons  soon  established  a comfortable  home  in  the  unbroken  or  , 
where  the  parents  ended  their  days.  The  sons,  who  were  name 
Daniel,  John,  Michael,  Henry,  Emanuel,  Jacob  and  David,  spent 
their  lives,  for  the  most  part,  in  Ross  county,  and  numerous  escen 
ants  still  live  in  Green  and  Springfield  townships  and 
These  sons  were  remarkable  specimens  of  physical  manhood.  . 
said  of  Michael  that  in  a trial  of  strength  with  another  physical 
giant,  he  lifted  a cannon  which  weighed  fourteen  hundred  PollJ*  ' 
Elizabeth,  the  only  daughter  of  Michael  Cryder  and  wife,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  and  came  to  Ohio  from  Kentucky,  as  the  wi  e 
Henry  Musselman,  an  early  pioneer  of  the  county.  Israel,  t e e 
son  of  Michael  Cryder,  remained  in  his  native  state,  and  never  join 
the  family  in  the  v?est,  wdiile  two  other  sons,  Henry  and  anie , 
located  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  . . • 

Martin  Overley  and  his  sons,  Boston,  Frederick  anc^  e i 

grated  from  Bourbon  county,  Ky.,  in  the  spring  of  179*.  T oUj, 
all  were  heads  of  families,  they  erected  a bark  cabin  on  section 
and  lived  together  until  they  had  cleared  land  and  raised  a crop,  su 
sisting,  principally,  on  corn  bread  and  sugar  vrater,  with  occasions  J 
a “relish”  in  the  shape  of  scalded  nettles.  After  securing  their  crop, 
they  returned  to  Kentucky  and  brought  their  families  on  pack-horses. 
The  vTife  of  Frederick  Overley  carried  on  the  horse  a babe  only  eig 
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weeks  old,  and  a spinning  wheel,  besides  the  other  necessary  effects 
for  housekeeping.  The  four  families  occupied  the  bark  shanty  until 
their  several  cabins  could  be  built.  Frederick  Overley  served  as  a 
scout  in  the  Revolution  ary  war.  He  died  in  1848,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two,  and  his  wife  died  two  years  later,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five.  Their  family  of  two  sons  and  four  daughters  married  and 
located  in  the  county  where  their  lives  were  spent.  Boston  and 
Martin  settled  in  the  same  neighborhood,  the  former  dying  in  Spring- 
field  about  1825.  After  raising  his  family  here,  Martin  sold  out 
and  removed  to  Indiana,  where  he  died. 

Alexander  McRoberts  came  from  Kentucky  in  1796,  though  his 
native  state  was  Virginia.  He  located  in  Chillicothe,  where  he  built 
a cabin  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Second  and  Mulberry  streets.  He 
entered  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  south  part  of  section  seven, 
in  Springfield  township,  and  returned  to  Kentucky  for  his  family. 
On  this  farm  he  erected  what  is  believed  to  have  been  one  of  the  first 
frame  houses  in  Ross  county,  but  he  did  not  live  to  enjoy  his  prospects 
of  success  in  the  new  country.  He  died  in  1800,  and  his  was  one  of 
the  first  deaths  in  the  township.  Mr.  McRoberts  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolution,  and  served  from  the  battle  of  Bunker. Hill  until  the 
final  capitulation  at  Yorktown.  He  left  a family  of  three  sons  and 
four  daughters,  all  of  whom  have  long  since  passed  to  their  reward 
on  the  unknown  shore  of  eternity.  Samuel  McRoberts,  previously 
mentioned  in  this  chapter,  was  the  first  volunteer  in  the  township, 
during  the  war  of  1812.  He  died  in  1859.  His  son  John  succeeded 
to  the  parental  home,  and  was  the  last  representative  of  the  family  in 
the  county.  Alexander  H.  McRoberts,  the  second  son  of  this  ven- 
erable pioneer,  spent  a long  and  useful  life  as  a citizen  of  Springfield, 
and  served  many  years  as  a justice  of  the  peace.  He  died  in  1853. 

Henry  Musselinan,  previously  mentioned  in  this  and  other  chap- 
ters, was  induced  to  emigrate  to  tire  new  country  by  the  favorable 
reports  and  recommendations  of  his  father-in-law,  Michael  Cryder. 
He  entered  the  north  half  of  section  seven,  and  erected  one  of  the 
first  mills  in  the  new  country,  this  being  located  on  the  Scioto  river. 
Mr.  Musselman  died  in  1848,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years  and  ten 
months.  Besides  the  distinction  of  owning  and  operating  one  of  the 
first  mills  in  the  valley,  he  was  also  one  of  the  first  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  legislature. 

George  Haynes,  sr.,  came  to  the  country  in  1798,  from  Shepherds- 
town,  Va.  He  was  a blacksmith,  and,  together  with  Joseph  Yates, 
a mill-wright,  came  to  the  Scioto  valley  under  contract  with  Col. 
Thomas  Worthington,  the  purpose  of  this  visit  being  the  erection  of 
mills  on  the  north  fork  of  Paint  creek.  Colonel  Worthington  had 
visited  Chillicothe  the  previous  year  and  purchased  lots  upon  which 
he  had  erected  a frame  house.  Mr.  Haynes  brought  the  iron  mate- 
rial for  a saw  mill  and  grist  mill,  and  located  a shop  in  Chillicothe, 
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■which  was,  without  doubt,  the  first  blacksmith  shop  in  Ross  county. 
The  first  product  of  this  shop  was  a pair  of  pot  hooks,  made  for  a 
resident  of  the  town.  After  a six  months’  residence  in  Chillicothe, 
he  returned  to  Virginia,  and  brought  his  wife  and  child,  their  con- 
veyance  being  pack-horses.  The  family  resided  in  Chillicot  e unti 
1815,  when  they  located  on  a farm  in  Springfield  township,  lne 
little  family  of  one  child  which  they  brought  across  the  mountains 
was  augmented  by  eleven  more  after  locating  in  Ross  county.  . . #ose 
who  attained  years  of  maturity  married  and  located  in  the  vicinity. 

The  Orr  families,  as  represented  by  Thomas  and  Zebulon,  were 
among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Springfield  township.  They 
sons  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Orr,  and  were  natives  of  the  Emera 
Isle,  accompanying  their  parents  to  this  country  in  early  youth.  lhe 
families  first  located  in  Virginia,  on  the  south  branch  of  the  I oto- 
mac;  but  as  early  as  1797  they  came  to  Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  ui 
their  first  cabins  on  High  Bank  prairie  where  they  lived  five  or  six 
vears,  subsequently  removing  to  Dry  run.  Reference  is  here  ma  e 
to  Thomas  Orr,  though  Zebulon  settled  in  the  same  neighborhood 
and  spent  his  life  in  the  township.  After  locating  on  Dry  run, 
Thomas  Orr  made  some  substantial  improvements  in  clearing  Ian  , 
building,  and  planting  an  orchard ; but,  by  some  error  at  the  lan 
office,  another  entry  held  the  land,  and  he  lost  his  improvements. 
He  returned  to  Virginia  after  a few  years  spent  here,  and 
out  his  family,  also  his  brother  William,  and  his  sister  Jane.  Wi 
iam  joined  with  him  in  the  purchase  of  three  hundred  and  eig  y 
acres  of  land,  upon  which  they  both  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  homestead  is  now  owned  by  some  of  the  numerous 
descendants.  Thomas  Orr  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Rebecca  x\lexander,  who  died  in  middle  life.  He  then  chose  for  is 
companion  Mary  Jones,  who  survived  him.  He  was  the  father  o 
twelve  children  who  lived  to  years  of  maturity,  and  eleven  of  them 
have  spent  their  lives  in  Ross  county.  No  family  in  Springfield  is 
more  prominent  and  well  known  than  the  descendants  of  the  Orrs. 
Some  of  them  have  held  honorable  and  responsible  political  places, 
and  all  have  been  prosperous  and  influential  citizens. 

Janies  Outright  was  bom  at  Station  Prairie,  February  26,  17*  > 
and  was,  therefore,  a formidable  candidate  for  the  honor  of  hrs 
white  child”  born  in  Ross  county.  His  father,  John  Outright,  a 
native  of  Virginia,  came  with  the  Massie  party  in  179G,  and  remain 
at  the  Station  for  a short,  time,  when  he  moved  across  the  river  an 
located  on  land  belonging  to  General  Massie.  He  died  there  m 
1830,  and  his  wife,  whose  name  was  Elizabeth,  died  the  same  ye31** 
These  were  the  parents  of  nine  children : Catherine,  a daughter  o 

John  and  Elizabeth  Outright,  was  the  wife  of  Col.  John  McDona 
James  Outright,  whose  name  introduced  this  brief  sketch  of  the  fain- 
ily,  married  Sabra  Neff,  and,  for  a time,  occupied  a portion  of  nis 
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father-in-law’s  farm.  He  afterward  located  on  a farm  of  his  own  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  river,  and  subsequently  bought  out  the  Neff  heirs, 
and  ended  his  days  on  his  wife’s  old  parental  homestead.  He  was  a 
useful  and  influential  citizen  of  the  county,  where  he  spent  his  entire 
life,  and  served  in  various  official  capacities,  being  at  one  time  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  county  commissioners.  He  left  a family  of 
twelve  children  to  perpetuate  his  memory.  For  many  years  they  all 
resided  in  the  vicinity  of  their  parental  home,  and  their  posterity  are 
representative  men  and  women  of  the  township  and  county  at  the 
present  time. 

John  and  James  Davis  emigrated  to  the  county  from  Virginia  in 
a very  early  day.  They  located  on  the  ridge  north  of  the  Cutrights, 
and  occupied  government  land  for  two  years.  John  then  bought  land 
and  settled  near  Richmond  Dale,  and  James  located  on  “big  bot- 
toms” where  he  was  prosperous  and  died  wealthy.  Zachariah  Janies 
located  in  the  central  part  of  the  township  among  the  early  pioneers, 
and  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  exceeding  the  century  mark  in  life’s 
existence.  Numerous  descendants  of  this  pioneer  still  live  in  the 
township.  George  Wheeland  came  from  near  Winchester,  Va.,  in 
1802,  bringing  his  widowed  mother  and  her  family.  He  located  on 
section  eight,  where  he  died  in  1856.  He  married  Jane,  daughter 
of  Alexander  McRoberts,  and  she  survived  him  nine  years.  They 
left  three  sons,  Samuel,  Jonathan  and  Walter  B.,  all  of  whom 
remained  in  the  vicinity. 

Thomas  Hanks  located  in  the  township  about  1800,  coming  from 
the  south  bank  of  the  Potomac.  He  entered  half  a section  of  land  in 
Harrison  township  after  a short  residence  on  High  Bank  prairie,  but 
subsequently  removed  to  Logan  county,  where  he  died  in  1834.  His 
son  Isaac  Hanks  was  bom  at  High  Bank  in  1803,  and  spent  his  life 
in  Springfield  township.  He  married  Margaret  Raypole.  Thomas 
and  John  Arthurs  came  from  Brooke  county,  Va.,  in  1805,  and 
located  in  East  Springfield.  Thomas  Arthurs  had  a family  of  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  The  eldest  son,  whose  name  was  Samuel, 
served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  his  brother  Thomas  was  a lieutenant 
in  Captain  Wall’s  company  of  militia. 

The  Senff  family  was  founded  in  Ross  county  by  Michael  Senff, 
a native  of  Pennsylvania,  of  German  extraction,  who  located  in 
Springfield  in  1803.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Michael 
Senff  died  in  1845,  leaving  five  sons  whose  numerous  posterity  are 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  and  horticultural  inter- 
ests in  northern  Ross  county.  The  sons’  names  were  Michael,  Jesse, 
Andrew,  George,  and  John.  Representatives  of  these  are  found  in 
the  four  northeastern  townships  of  the  county. 

Thomas  Jones  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio  in  the  early  part  of 
the  last  century,  he  being  then  only  a lad.  His  father,  Moses  Jones, 
settled  in  Green  township  near  Kingston,  and  there  died.  Thomas 
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married  Margaret  Haynes,  daughter  of  the  early  pioneer,  George 
Havnes,  and  settled  on  the  farm  afterward  known  as  the  George 
Umsted  place.  There  ten  of  their  eleven  children  were  born.  In 
the  spring  of  1840  Mr.  Jones  removed  to  the  Newton  Jones  farm, 
where  he  died  in  1868.  In  the  old  militia  days  Mr.  Jones  acquired 
the  title  of  major,  by  which  he  was  well  known  by  the  people  of  his 
day.  Of  his  large  family  but  one  is  known  to  have  remained  in  the 
township,  that  being  Newton,  who  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the 
parental  home.  Another  son,  Jeremiah  by  name,  located  in  Green 
township,  and  a daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  J ones,  lived  in  Harrison  town- 
ship. . 

Leonard  Neff  entered  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  twenty-iour 
in  1809,  and  there  ended  his  days.  H$  was  a Virginian  by  birth. 
His  homestead  finally  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son-in-law,  James 
Outright,  and  descended  to  his  heirs,  who  still  own  it.  John  Veail 
came  from  Virginia  with  his  parents  in  1809,  he  being  then  a youth 
of  seventeen.  Ilis  father,  Thomas  Veail,  settled  in  Pickaway  county. 
John  entered  the  employ  of  Major  Kilgore,  and  spent  eighteen 
months  as  a farm  hand,  at  eight  dollars  per  month,  after  which  he 
served  several  months  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  After  the 
war  he  bought  a farm  in  Liberty  township,  which  he  improved  and 
occupied  for  twenty-three  years,  when  he  re-located  in  the  southern 
part  of  Springfield,  purchasing  a farm  in  section  thirty,  where  he 
died.  Mr.  Veail  married  Emily  Hampton,  a native  of  Loudoun 
county,  Va.,  and  had  a family  of  ten  children. 

James  H.  Abernethy  emigrated  from  Hampshire  county,  Va.,  in 
1809,  bringing  his  wife  and  two  children.  After  a two  yeare  resi- 
dence in  Kingston,  he  located  on  a farm  in  the  Cryder  bottom, 
remaining  there  until  1825.  In  that  year  he  moved  to  Scioto  town- 
ship, locating  near  the  Marfield  mill.  He  died  in  Chillicothe  m 
1847,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-four.  He  had  a family  of  eleven  children, 
descendants  of  whom  are  still  residents  of  the  county. 

Col.  Lewis  Si  fiord,  an  early  settler  of  Liberty  township,  was  lor 
many  years  a resident  of  West  Springfield.  He  was  prominent  in 
political  life,  and  a useful  and  honored  citizen.  He  represent 
Koss  county  in  the  legislature  in  the  seventies,  and  served  in  severa 
important  county  offices.  Bv  profession,  he  was  a civil  engineer,  an 
was  at  one  time  superintendent  of  the  Southern  division  of 
canal,  and  also  United  States  marshal  for  the  Southern  district  o 
Ohio.  He  was  a resident  of  Springfield  township  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  . 

The  first  school  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge  was  establishe 
about  1815.  This  is  said  to  have  been  located  on  the  farm  of  George 
Haynes,  who  had  been  a resident  of  the  county  for  seventeen  years, 
though  a recent  comer  into  the  township.  Mr.  Haynes  moved  a 
cabin,  which  had  formerly  been  occupied  as  a residence  by  Mar  m 
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Overley,  and  fitted  it  up  for  a school  house.  The  first  teacher  was 
James  Finley,  a veteran  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  followed  by  a 
Mr.  McIntosh,  who  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
first  female  teacher  was  Tirza  Robinson,  and  Abigail  March  was  her 
successor.  Since  those  far-away  days,  schools  have  been  established 
according  to  the  needs  of  the  people,  until  at  the  present  time  there 
are  seven,  modern  buildings  in  the  township  where  the  children  and 
youth  receive  practical  instruction,  under  a corps  of  capable  and  spe- 
cially qualified  teachers.  The  course  of  study  is  a graded  one,  hav- 
ing a definite  object  in  view;  and,  when  completed,  a diploma  of 
graduation  from  the  common  schools  entitles  its  holder  to  special  con- 
sideration on  entering  institutions  of  higher  order. 

In  this  township,  as  in  some  others,  the  Methodists  were  the  pio- 
neers in  religious  effort  The  only  churches  existing  in  the  township 
at  present  are  of  that  denomination.  Musselman’s  mill  was  a preach- 
ing appointment,  established  as  early  as  1806,  by  that  pioneer  in 
Methodism,  Rev.  James  Quinn.  Michael  Cryder,  sr.,  was  one  of 
the  earliest  local  preachers  and  a zealous  worker  in  the  early  religious 
organizations.  A class  was  formed  very  early  in  the  history  of  the 
settlement,  composed  of  Henry  Musselman  and  wife,  John  Cryder 
and  wife,  Jonas  Riplisill  and  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coleman  and  others. 
Henry  Musselman  was  an  active  member,  and  was  the  first  class 
leader.  In  1834  he  donated  to  the  Hopetown  congregation  sufficient 
land  for  a church  site  and  cemetery,  and  the  church  was  erected  the 
same  year.  Previous  to  this,  public  sendees  were  held  in  the  log 
school  house,  in  the  homes  of  members,  or  in  “God’s  first  temples.” 
It  may  not  be  sacrilegious  to  repeat  the  facts  of  an  incident  which 
is  said  to  have  occurred  in  one  of  the  last  named  “temples” : A very 

enthusiastic  Methodist  camp-meeting  was  in  progress,  in  a beautiful 
grove  belonging  to  Emanuel  Cryder.  The  worshipers  gave  vent  to 
their  enthusiasm  by  marching  and  singing:  “We  are  marching 

through  Immanuel’ s ground.”  Mr.  Cryder,  believing  this  some  kind 
of  thank-offering  or  recognition  of  his  kindness  in  allowing  the  use  of 
his  land,  promptly  responded  : “ You’s  welcome  to  it ; it’s  paid  for.” 

The  church  at  Hopetown  has  been  in  existence  since  1834,  and  is 
the  strongest  religious  organization  in  the  township.  Mount  Carmel 
chapel  became  a fixture  in  Springfield  township  about  1851,  though 
the  organization  of  a Methodist  congregation  known  as  Mount  Carmel 
church  had  a much  earlier  existence  across  the  line  in  Harrison 
township.  A meeting  house  of  the  pioneer  period  stood  near  Walnut 
creek,  and  sendees  were  conducted  previous  to  its  existence  at  the 
house  of  Thomas  McXeal.  These,  together  with  the  congregation 
at*  Overley’s  chapel,  constituted  the  religious  organizations  of  the 
township. 

Hopetown  is  the  only  village  in  Springfield  township,  a very  old 
town,  though  it  never  made  much  progress  in  a business  way.  As 
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early  as  1805,  Jacob  Weider  kept  a tavern  at  the  cross  roads,  or  at 
a point  where  two  diverging  roads  separated.  ^Ho 

not  laid  out  until  the  spring  of  1819,  when  Heniy 
owned  the  land,  had  the  village  site  surveyed.  Jacob  W^s  pla  t 
consisted  of  a still,  brewery,  and  a long  Guiding  of  nine  i 
was  appropriately  termed  the  “long  nine.”  Thrs  was  the  hotel  pmp- 
erty,  but  the  general  title  of  the  place  was  “Barley  Forks  o.nng 
no  doubt,  to  the  brewery  being  located  there.  On  platting  of  the 
town,  the  name  was  changed  to  Hope,  and  afterwar  ,?g  t 

The  town  has  one  store,  which  has  been  in  cx.stence  under  d fierent 
proprietors,  for  more  than  eighty  years  Peter  f^mer  was  Jte 
first  merchant.  There  is  also  a church  of  the  Methodist  Ep^cop 
denomination,  a school,  and  mechanical  shops.  n 
proper,  there  are  probably  twenty  families,  though  the  surrounding 

territory  is  quite  thickly  populated.  , ..  rKjst, 

The  pioneer  mills  of  the  township  have  long  since  ceased  - 
and  Springfield  is  now  an  exclusively  agricultural  distrlct’ 
Musselman’s  mill  was  the  first  erected  on  the  Scioto  and  am  g 
first  in  the  countv.  It  was  southwest  of  the  present  site  of  lioji 
town,  and  was  erected  about  1797.  At  first  it  was  a crude  afhu, 
hastily  and  cheaply  constructed  of  lop,  and  operated  by  ln^ral 

But  it  was  a real  blessing  to  the  pioneers,  and  t ’ frame 

patronage.  Some  years  later  Mr.  Musselman  erected  a 
mill,  but  that,  too,  has  gone  outof  existence.  Another  ^ Ug 
was  built  on  Spring  branch  by  Michael  Cryder  in  , t 

son,  Daniel  Cryder,  built  a grist  mill  at  the  same  o ^ 

1817.  Major  Kilgore  erected  a grist  mill  on  the  river  in  t “ 
west  corner  of  the  township  at  a very  early  date.  John  Ciitng 
James  Miller  had  a mill  on  the  Scioto  in  the  southwestern  pan  o 
the  township  and  had  a dam  near  what  is  now  the  eas  en  . 
street.  But  all  have  passed  away,  as  have  the  enterprising  p 
who  founded  them. 
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THIS  township  was  established  by  order  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners on  the  5th  of  March,  1811.  Its  boundaries  are  irreg- 
ular, with  the  exception  of  the  southern,  which  borders  on 
Pike  county.  The  commissioners’  order  in  establishing  the 
township  read  as  follows:  ‘‘Ordered,  that  a part  of  Scioto  town- 

ship and  a part  of  Twin  be  erected  into  a separate  township,  begin- 
ning at  the  mouth  of  Indian  creek ; thence  up  the  Scioto  river  to  the 
mouth  of  Paint  creek ; thence  up  Paint  creek  to  the  mouth  of  North 
Paint;  thence  up  North  Paint  to  the  upper  line  of  Scioto  township; 
thence  with  said  line  to  the  mouth  of  Cattail  run ; thence  with  a line 
to  include  the  inhabitants  south  of  Vincent  Hallers  bottom  on  to  the 
mouth  of  Fergus  Moore’s  run  ; thence  with  Gilfillin’s  run,  taking  the 
Sulphur  lick  to  the  thirteen-mile  tree  on  the  State  road ; thence  with 
Mifflin  township  line  to  the  line  of  Franklin  township;  thence  with 
said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning.  Said  township  to  be  known  as 
Huntington  township.  The  place  of  elections  to  be  the  house  of 
Charles  Mitchell.”  At  the  first  election  held  after  the  township 
organization  on  April  1,  1811,  David  Murphy,  Frederick  Bishop 
and  Daniel  Chestnut  were  elected  justices  of  the  peace. 

Huntington,  as  a whole,  may  be  characterized  as  very  rough  and 
broken  land.  The  valleys  are  narrow,  bounded  by  steep  hillsides 
which  are  often  rocky.  The  land  which  might  be  termed  level  con- 
sists principally  of  terraces  or  plateaus  on  the  hillsides,  and  an  occa- 
sional level  spot  on  the  smnmit  of  the  hills.  The  soil  is  not  generally 
as  fertile  as  elsewhere  in  the  county,  though  there  are  some  fine  farms 
in  the  township.  The  rock  formation  is  mostly  of  sandstone,  or  free- 
stone and  shale.  The  hillsides  sloping  northward  are  covered  with 
a rich  deposit  of  black,  sandy  loam,  mixed  with  gravel,  and  these  are 
much  more  productive  than  the  southern  slopes,  another  evidence  of 
the  terminal  moraine  of  the  prehistoric  glacial  period.  The  diversi- 
fied topography  of  this  township  renders  it  exceptionally  rich  in  nat- 
ural sccneiw.  The  highest  pinnacles  and  bald  knobs  rising  to  a 
11-22 
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height  of  five  hundred  feet  above  the  Scioto  afford  a commanding 
view  which  extends  far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  township. 
Some  of  these,  and  other  wild,  romantic  spots,  have  long  been  known 
as  places  of  resort  for  picnicing  parties  and  tourists. 

Alum  cliffs,  on  the  western  and  southern  banks  of  Paint  creek, 
mark  the  edge  of  the  ice  in  the  glacial  age,  and  the  surface  of  the  cliffs 
shows  many  horizontal  marks  of  glaciation.  Some  of  the  most  per- 
fect examples  of  river-terraces  in  the  country  are  along  the  creek  in 
this  township.  Alum  cliffs  were  once  noted  as  a source  of  alum. 
Saltpeter  was  also  found  along  these  cliffs,  and  the  two  salts  were 
taken  out  and  prepared  for  market,  on  a limited  scale,  in  the  early 
days.  General  McArthur  dug  a salt  well  on  land  which  was  subse- 
quently owned  by  John  Dunn,  and  this  proved  a feature  of  muc 
importance  in  the  early  days  when  salt  was  expensive.  The  well 
yielded  abundantly;  but,  with  the  ever  restless  spirit  of  American 
enterprise,  he  sought  more,  and,  in  digging  for  an  inexhaustible  sup- 
ply, lost  what  he  had.  A strong  vein  of  fresh  water  wras  struck,  an 
this  neutralized  the  saline  product. 

The  streams  in  Huntington  are  Paint  creek,  and  its  tributary, 
Ralston  run,  flowing  north,  while  Indian  creek  and  Crooked  cree 
flow  to  the  southeast  into  the  Scioto.  The  interior  streams  are  sho  , 
but  the  territory  is  wTell  watered  with  excellent  springs,  particular  y 
in  the  northern  and  yestem  portions  of  the  township.  Huntington 
is  specially  adapted  to  grazing  purposes,  an  industry  which  receives 
the  careful  attention  of  the  provident  farmers,  with  favorable  resu  ts. 
Pruit  culture  is  also  carried  on  very  profitably,  apples  and  peac  es 
being  the  staples  in  that  line,  though  all  kinds  of  small  fruits  sue 
ceed  admirably.  The  surface  of  the  township  was  originally  coy 
ered  with  heavy  timber,  including  all  the  varieties  usually  found  in 
the  county.  The  dense  forest,  hills  and  caves  afforded  hiding  places 
for  all  kinds  of  game. 

The  “Lost  Race”  has  left  several  evidences  of  their  pre-histonc 
existence  in  Huntington  Unvnship,  but  none  of  the  works  are  large. 
On  the  east  side  of  Black  run,  on  the  Minney  farm,  is  a stone 
wall,  enclosing  about  an  acre  of  land.  There  are  inner  wa 
through  the  work,  forming  partitions,  or  divisions.  The  form 
of  the  outer  vrall  is  nearly  that  of  a square.  Much  of  the  stone  as 
been  removed,  and  only  a rude  outline  appears.  When  first  observe 
by  w’hite  men,  the  walls  wTere  from  four  to  six  feet  high.  To  m 
osuth  of  this,  about  two  hundred  yards,  is  a stone  circle  one  hundr 
feet  in  diameter  and  five  or  six  feet  high.  In  the  center  of  this  is  a 
large  stone  mound  some  ten  feet  high.  On  the  J olm  Dunn  farm,  on 
Paint  creek,  is  a circular  earthwork,  three  or  four  feet  high  and  abou 
a hundred  feet,  in  diameter.  On  the  adjoining  farm  are  two  rapun  s, 
one  about  eight  feet  high  and  twTenty-five  feet  in  diameter,  the  ot  cr 
considerably  longer,  being  sixty  feet  long,  forty  feet  wide,  and  eig 
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to  ten  feet  high.  A large  mound  is  located  on  the  farm  formerly 
owned  by  James  Steele,  which,  for  many  years,  was  a breeding  place 
for  foxes,  being  completely  honeycombed  by  their  persistent  bur- 
rowing. 

Unlike  the  older  townships,  Huntington  was  settled  several  years 
before  the  township  was  organized,  the  territory  then  being  embraced 
within  the  townships  of  Scioto  and  Twin.  A number  of  the  earliest 
settlers  removed  fr<?hi  the  malaria-infested  bottoms  of  the  Scioto  and 
Paint  to  the  higher  and  more  healthful  lands  in  Huntington.  This 
movement  was  noticeable  in  the  settlement  of  other  townships,  but 
the  valleys  of  the  county  are  now  considered  as  healthful  as  any  other 
locations. 

William  Richid  was  the  first  settler  on  Ralston’s  run,  where  he 
located  and  built  his  cabin  before  1800,  and  where  he  spent  his 
remaining  years.  Benjamin  Ralston  was  the  second  to  locate  in  that 
vicinity.  He  was  a native  of  Vermont  and  emigrated  to  the  Scioto 
country  with  his  wife  and  one  son.  Two  sons  and  three  daughters 
were  born  to  them  after  locating  in  Ross  county.  The  youngest  son, 
whose  name  was  Robert,  was  born  in  1804,  and  spent  a long  life  in 
Huntington  township,  living  within  a few  rods  of  his  birthplace.  In 
old  age  he  took  pleasure  in  stating  that  he  had  never  been  more  than 
forty  miles  from  home,  and  never  rode  on  a railroad  car.  He  mar- 
ried Maria  Taylor,  and  came  into  possession  of  the  parental  home 
upon  which  his  father  had  planted  one  of  the  first  orchards  in  the 
county.  Benjamin  Ralston  perished  from  exposure  when  lost  in  the 
forest  while  hunting. 

Michael  Thomas  came  on  horseback  from  Pennsylvania  in  1796. 
He  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land  near  Chillicothe,  but  soon  after- 
ward traded  that  for  five  hundred  acres  in  Huntington  township. 
Mr.  Thomas  served  as  a scout  under  General  Wayne,  and  was  with 
that  commander  on  his  expedition  to  the  Maumee  valley.  He  had 
many  narrow  escapes  from  the  Indian  bullets  and  tomahawks  in  the 
discharge  of  his  perilous  duty.  He  was  twice  married,  and  had  nine 
children. 

Paul  .Streevey  was  a hero  of  the  Revolution,  and  served  from 
Brandywine  to  Yorktown.  He  came  from  Pennsylvania,  and  settled 
in  Chillicothe  in  1800,  but  a few  years  later  took  up  his  residence 
in  Huntington  township,  locating  near  the  Limestone  road.  His 
three  sons,  Daniel,  Joseph  and  Peter,  we  re  soldiers  in  the  war  of 
1812.  Daniel  died  soon  after  being  discharged,  and  Joseph  myster- 
iously disappeared.  Peter  returned  to  Huntington,  where  he  was 
an  honored  citizen  and  useful  man.  He  was  locally  prominent  as  a 
hunter,  and  served  many  years  as  a supervisor  of  road  building. 

The  Chesnut  family  was  one  prominent  and  early  established  in 
Ross  county.  Daniel  Chestnut  brought  his  family,  consisting  of  wife 
and  five  children,  to  the  Scioto  valley  in  1798,  having  first  located 
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at  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Portsmouth.  From  there  they  made 
the  journey  to  Ross  county  on  foot,  following  the  old  Indian  trail  to 
Chillicothe.  They  lived  several  years  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city, 
and  finally  Mr.  Chesnut  purchased  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  from  General  Massie,  and  the  family  removed  to  their  new 
home  on  Indian  creek,  in  Huntington  township,  about  1805.  Their 
first  house  was  an  abandoned  cabin,  and  afterward  they  constructed 
a tent  of  an  old  wagon  cover,  and  these  they  oc<jnpied  until  a cabin, 
sixteen  by  eighteen  feet,  was  erected  in  the  forest  Beds  were 
arranged  with  crotches  driven  into  the  ground,  cross  sticks  laid  in 
the  crotches,  and  clap-boards  laid  upon  these  for  “mattress”  and 
“springs.”  The  family  larder  was  supplied  with  bear  meat,  veni- 
son and  wild  turkey,  through  the  effectiveness  of  the  family  rifle, 
and  hominy  was  the  staple  article  in  the  line  of  bread.  Corn  was 
ground  in  a hand-mill,  whereat  the  members  of  the  family  too' 
turns,  and  kept  the  implement  in  operation  for  the  greater  part  o 
the  time.  The  Chesnut  family  is  descended  from  Scotch  and 
Irish  ancestors,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tion. Daniel  Chesnut  served  during  the  “Whiskey  Insurrection 
under  Gen.  Henry  Lee  in  1794.  In  later  years  he  was  a captain  o 
militia,  and  was  one  of  the  three  justices  elected  at  the  first  election 
held  in  Huntington  township.  This  position  he  held  for  seventeen 
years.  An  incident  of  his  official  life  is  related  as  follows : A man 

named  Shears  had  been  arrested  and  brought  before  Esquire  Ches- 
nut,  on  the  charge  of  stealing  a small  sum  of  money  from  a Mr. 
Ogden.  Shears  plead  guilty,  and  the  court  imposed  a jail  sentence. 
When  starting  to  the  county  bastile,  Shears'  remarked  to  the  consta- 
ble that  he  would  prefer  thirty  lashes  to  a prison  sentence;  wheic- 
upon  Squire  Chesnut  was  informed  of  the  prisoner’s  request.  Tke 
court,  temporarily  laying  aside  official  dignity,  repaired  to  the  woods, 
and  cut  five  hickory  gads  of  the  variety  that  do  not  break,  and^  dep- 
utized the  constable  to  administer  “thirty  lashes  save  one,  the 
venerable  squire  standing  by  as  a moderator  or  umpire.  With  the 
infliction  of  each  five  cuts  hostilities  ceased,  the  culprit  s wounds 
were  bathed  with  whiskey  by  the  sympathetic  magistrate,  and  the 
victim  was  admonished  to  lead  a lietter  life,  and  forsake  his  evil 
ways.  In  due  time  the  twenty-nine  lashes,  “well  laid  on,'  ha 
appeased  the  offended  law,  and  Shears  was  permitted  to  go  his  way. 

During  the  threatened  border  troubles  with  Indians,  Captain 
Daniel  Chesnut  and  William  Richie  were  frontier  guardsmen, 
whose  mission  it  was  to  watch  the  Ross  county  Indians  particularly) 
and  to  report  on  suspicious  actions  affecting  the  general  safety.  He 
left  a family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  named  in  order  o 
birth,  William,  Lemuel,  Margaret,  Polly,  Benjamin  and  Ja™®s* 
These  married  and  located,  for  the  most  part,  in  Huntington. 
descendant  of  the  family,  Austin  Chesnut,  is  a pharmacist  in  Chi 
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licothe,  where  he  conducts  an  extensive 'and  profitable  drug  business. 
Other  descendants  of  the  early  stock  still  reside  in  Huntington. 
William  Ohesnut,  son  of  Daniel,  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  Cap- 
tain Rutley’s  company,  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
Denny.  This  was  a part  of  General  Tupper’s  brigade  at  Tort 
Meigs  and  on  the  Maumee.  For  this  service  he  received  a land  war- 
rant which  entitled  him  to  a farm  on  the  public  domain. 

Henry  Bishop  came  to  Ohio  from  Berkeley  county,  Va.,  in  1805. 
A year  later  he  purchased  land  in  Huntington  township,  upon  which 
he  lived  until  his  death  in  1820,  at  the  age' of  ninety-eight  years. 
His  son  Robert,  who  was  a lad  of  seventeen  when  he  accompanied 
his  father  to  Ohio,  lived  in  Huntington  until  his  death  in  1875. 
Robert,  married  Sarah  Hill,  a native  of  Maryland,  who  came  to  the 
county  in  1807.  They  had  a large  family  of  children,  of  whom  nine 
grew  to  maturity.  Two  of  these  remained  in  the  township.  Mr. 
Bishop  was  a sergeant  in  Captain  Yoakem’s  company,  in  the  war  of 
1812. 

David  Shotts  was  a Revolutionary  hero,  who  came  to  Huntington 
township  in  1809.  lie  was  also  in  service  during  the  suppression 
of  the  Whiskey  insurrection.  He  was  killed  by  lightning  in  1825, 
and  left  a family  of  ten  children.  L.  Neborgall  brought  his  wife 
and  six  children  to  Ross  county  in  1808,  was  an  active  pioneer  in  the 
days  of  township  organization,  and  some  of  his  children  were  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Huntington  for  over  sixty  years.  Their  names  were 
Jacob,  John,  Catherine,  George,  James  and  Henry.  Mr.  Nebor- 
gall, sr.,  was  one  of  the  earliest  sheep  raisers  in  the  township,  in 
which  industry  he  found  much  difficulty  in  protecting  his  flock  from 
the  depredations  of  wolves.  High  and  strong  pens  were  constructed 
of  logs  or  poles,  in  which  the  animals  would  instinctively  seek  shel- 
ter whenever  alarmed,  even  in  daylight,  and  they  were  always 
tightly  shut  in  at  night 

James  Finley  and  family  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  the  United 
States  in  1811.  They  landed  in  New  England,  whence  they  con- 
tinued their  migration  until  finally  reaching  Huntington  township, 
a few  years  later.  The  family  consisted  of  seven  children.  Isaac  J. 
Finley  was  probably  the  best  known  of  their  descendants.  He  was 
for  many  years  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Huntington  township,  and 
held  other  positions  of  trust,  and  responsibility.  He  was  a carpenter 
by  trade,  a vocation  which  be  followed  in  early  life.  In  1868  he 
was  a member  of  the  Ohio  legislature  from  Ross  county,  serving  one 
term.  The  ‘‘Pioneer  Record  of  Ross  County”  appeared  in  1871,  as  the 
product  of  Isaac  J.  Finley  and  Rufus  Putnam.  Though  it  contains 
less  than  a hundred  and  fifty  octavo  pages,  it  nevertheless  records 
much  valuable  pioneer  history,  which  should  have  been  lost  but  for 
its  timely  appearance  in  this  little  volume.  Other  members  of  the 
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Finley  family  were  prominent  in  the  early  days  in  Huntington- 
William  was  a soldier  through  the  Mexican  war.  He  died  of  chol- 
era in  Cincinnati.  Moses  was  township  treasurer  of  Huntmgton 
for  many  years.  John,  who  married  Mary  Wentworth,  died  m 
1858.  These  were  the  parents  of  Isaac  J.,  mentioned  above. 

Aaron  Vanscov  came  with  his  father’s  family  from  Virginia  in 
1804.  About  1809  they  located  in  Huntington  township,  Koss 
county.  He  was  a member  of  Captain  Northup’s  company  m the 
war  of  1812.  His  only  compensation  for  his  services  was  a land 
warrant  which  he  received  a number  of  years  after  the  war  closed. 
Enoch  Vanscoy  was  also  an  employe  of  the  government  during  toe 
war;  while  Rev.  Isaac  Murphy,  John  Campbell,  Jacob  Day,  Benja 
min  Smith  and  David  Ridgwav  were  regularly  enlisted  soldiers  from 
the  Vanscoy  neighborhood.  Other  patriots  from  Huntington  town 
ship  in  the  early  wars  of  the  country  were:  John  Coclienour,  Pe  r 
Streevey,  David  and  Jacob  Toops,  John  Scantlin  (in  Indian  ^r,° 
1791,  and  also  in  war  of  1812),  Job  Haynes,  George  Grove,  Henry 
Long,  David  Elliott,  George  Ruffner,  George  Houseman,  Stanley 
Seymour  (in  Indian  war),  Daniel  Toops,  David  Shoemaker,  Dame 
Grubb,  Isaac  Jordan,  Richard  Elliott,  Henry  Wilt,  George  Myers, 
Benning  Wentworth  (served  five  years  in  the  Revolution,  and  t ree 
years  in  the  French  and  Indian  war),  Robert  McCann  (a  ^ 
tionary  soldier),  Reuben  Elliott  (also  in  Revolutionary  war),  i 
iam  Heness,  David  Ogden,  James  Wilson,  Stacey  Devinney, 
Cockerell,  William  Lockwood,  William  Selby,  Larkin  Selby,  Hoc 
ery  McAllister,  Michael  Thomas,  William  Chandler,  Solomon 
Trego,  George  Funk,  Francis  Kile,  Henry  Strong,  Lewis  Wheaton, 
Uriah  Hurley,  Ebenezer  Rozell,  Simon  Johnson,  Henry  Cramer, 
Jacob  Grubb. 

Jacob  Selig,  born  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  came  to  Huntington  town 
ship  with  his  family  before  1808,  and  l>eing  a gunsmith  by  trade,  e 
was  the  armorer  under  Captain  Richardson  at  the  state  armoxy  a 
Chillicothe  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  he  was  also  on  arsenal  duty 
at  Columbus  and  Xewport,  Ky.  His  son,  Joseph  Selig,  made  is 
home  upon  the  original  farm  in  later  years.  . . . 

William  Hewitt,  the  hermit,  passed  his  first  years  in  Ohio  in  t e 
seclusion  and  isolation  of  the  Huntington  forests,  and  it  seems 
proper  to  mention  him  in  this  connection.  He  came  from  Virginia 
about  1808,  and  spent  the  intervening  years  between  that  date  an 
liis  occupancy  of  the  celebrated  cave  on  the  Portsmouth  pike,  as  an 
eccentric  nomad  in  Huntington  township.  His  only  associates  there, 
as  far  as  is  known,  was  the  family  of  Mr.  L.  Xeborgall,  'with  whom 
he  seemed  to  be  on  friendly,  though  not  intimate,  ternis.  He  is 
described  as  a man  of  rather  prepossessing  appearance,  intelhgen  , 
temperate  and  inoffensive,  moral  in  his  habits,  a student  of  the  Bib  e, 
-and  a close  observer  of  the  Sabbath.  He  carefully  guarded  his  lito 
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secret,  barely  hinting  that  he  had  chosen  his  peculiar  life  because  of 
the  infidelity  of  a loved  wife,  whom  he  often  mentioned.  He  carried 
a long  rifle  and  tomahawk,  and  was  an  expert  in  the  use  of  each.  A 
physical  giant  in  his  mature  years,  he  has  been  known  to  carry  the 
carcasses  of  two  deer,  besides  his  gun  and  accoutrements,  from  the 
hunting  ground,  where  slaughtered,  to  his  lonely  cabin  in  the  woods. 
On  one  occasion  an  energetic  seeker  after  information  rode  up  to 
Hewitt’s  domicile  and,  without  ceremony,  said,  “Well,  old  man,  I 
have  come  to  get  a history  of  your  life.”  Hewitt  replied,  “You 
leave  here  quick,  or  I’ll  give  you  a history  of  hell !”  The  inter- 
viewer did  not  stand  on  the  order  of  his  going. 

In  the  days  of  exciting  discussion  on  the  slavery  question,  Hunt- 
ington was  the  scene  of  some  novel  performance.  There  was  a 
strong  pro-slavery  sentiment  among  some  of  the  active  young  men 
of  the  township,  and  they  decided  to  not  only  prevent  the  spread  of 
abolition  doctrine,  but  to  have  some  rough  sport  with  those  public 
speakers  who  came  into  the  township  in  the  interests  of  the  abolition 
party.  The  “Blackhawks”  came  into  existence  with  some  thirty- 
five  members.  Their  depredations  were  confined  to  the  commission 
of  acts  of  malicious  mischief,  such  as  tearing  down  fences  and  over- 
turning small  buildings,  prying  down  chimneys,  and  occasionally 
throwing  eggs , but  no  personal  violence  was  committed  or  tolerated. 
Public  sentiment  ran  high,  and  numerous  prosecutions  followed  the 
commission  of  these  lawless  acts.  But  the  Blackhawks  were  always 
able  to  prove  an  alibi,  and  after  dallying  in  the  courts  for  some  years, 
the  cases  filed  against  individual  members  of  the  mysterious  organ- 
ization were  finally  thrown  out.  Every  malicious  act  committed  in 
the  community,  as  well  as  some  accidents  attributable  to  natural 
causes,  were  charged  to  the  Blackhawks.  The  organization  went  out 
of  existence  about  1843,  and  some  of  the  most  active  members,  in 
later  years,  deplored  the  fact  that  it  ever  did  exist.  Another  some- 
what similar  organization  came  into  existence  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  township  about  1845.  They  chose  the  name  of  “Weehawk,” 
and  the  organization  had  for  its  object  the  intimidation  of  prospec- 
tive colored  settlers,  and  the  expulsion  of  those  who  had  already 
located.  Two  colored  men  lost  their  lives  through  the  existence  of 
this  organization,  though  certain  extenuating  circumstances  pre- 
vented successful  prosecution. 

Many  amusing  tilings  were  brought  to  light  through  attempted 
prosecutions  of  both  the  Blackhawks  and  Weehawks.  When  the 
feeling  against  the  former  was  at  its  height,  the  organization,  in  their 
council  chamber,  decided  upon  a course  of  action  which,  they  hoped, 
would  decide  matters  pending  in  the  courts.  On  a certain  night  the 
leaders,  and  others  of  the  band  known  to  lie  active,  were  to  leave  the 
county,  at  least  repair  to  localities  far  removed  from  the  scene  of 
depredations.  A chosen  few  of  those  whose  membership  was  only 
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suspected  were  deputized  to  do  the  work.  These,  by  diligent  effort 
and  great  industry,  accomplished  a deal  of  mischief.  Arrests  fol- 
lowed, but  in  all  cases  the  warrants  were  issued  for  men  who  had 
arranged  to  prove  their  absence  from  the  county  on  that  particular 
occasion.  By  mutual  agreement  between  the  court  and  certain 
defendants,  these  were  to  be  test  cases f which  should  decide  the  issue 
of  all  pending  litigations,  and,  of  course,  by  reason  of  this  sharp 
practice,  and  also  a divided  public  sentiment,  the  defendants  were 
all  discharged,  and  pending  cases  thrown  out  The  few  survivors 
of  these  bands  refer  to  them  and  their  depredations  as  the  outgrowth 
of  over-zealous  political  sentiment,  lashed  into  mischievous  activity 
by  the  hot-blooded  energy  of  a few  fanatical  leaders. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  Thomas  Gilfillen,  while  Benning 
Wentworth,  Zebulon  Dow  and  Theophilus  Wood  were  among  the 
earliest  pioneer  teachers.  There  are  now  sixteen  public  schools  m 
the  township,  a number  not  equalled  by  any  township  in  the  county 
except  Concord,  where  there  are  nineteen. 

The  itinerant  ministers  occupied  the  township  at  a very  early 
day,  and  public  services  of  a religious  nature  were  held  in  the  set- 
tlers’ cabins  according  to  the  willingness  or  convenience  of  the  peo- 
ple. As  early  as  180G,  regular  preaching  places  were  established, 
presumably  in  the  homes  of  Thomas  and  Bobert  Cissna,  who  are 
believed  to  have  conducted  the  first  prayer-meetings  in  the  township. 
They  were  both  zealous  and  active  Christians.  Richard  Honold’s 
house  was  another  place  of  public  worship  in  the  pioneer  days,  and 
the  master  of  the  house  was  a devout  and  zealous  adherent  to  the 
cause  of  Christianity.  William  Sadler  also  threw  open  his  house  for 
devotional  exercises,  and  the  home  of  uncle  John  Fink,  at  Bourne- 
ville,  became  a ministerial  resort  and  preaching  place  before  the 
building  of  churches.  The  Methodist  church  on  Bishop’s  hill,  m 
the  northwest  part  of  the  township,  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first 
religious  organization  in  the  township.  On  the  erection  of  the 
church  building  it  was  dedicated  as  Mount  Olive  chapel.  It  is  m a 
flourishing  condition  at  present. 

The  Christian  Union  church  was  organized  about  1863,  and  a 
building  was  erected  in  the  western  part,  of  the  township.  The  only 
distinctive  difference  in  creed  between  this  society  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  was  on  the  question  of  slavery ; and  to  avoid  the  national 
distinction,  “Methodist  Church  South”  and  “Methodist  Church 
North,”  the  title  of  Christian  Union  was  chosen.  A number  of  prom- 
inent members  withdrew  from  the  Bishop  hill  congregation  and 
joined  with  the  new  organization.  Both  churches  still  maintain  a 
healthy  existence.  A church  of  the  Protestant  Methodists  was  organ- 
ized in  the  western  part  of  Huntington  about  1830.  Its  existence 
was  somewhat  precarious,  though  at  one  time  it  attained  a prominent 
place  among  the  churches  of  the  township.  But  transfers,  removals 
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and  deaths  seriously  affected  the  membership,  and  the  organization 
was  abandoned  after  an  existence  of  about  fifty  years.  There  is  a 
prosperous  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Farmersville,  and  the 
Baptist  church  on  Ralston’s  run  is  one  of  the  strongest  religious 
organizations  in  the  township. 

Early  ministers  of  the  locality  were  Revs.  Henry  Phinanders  and 
James  Havens,  Dr.  Given  and  Dr.  Olds,  Rev.  Mr.  Hughey  and  Rev. 
William  Baker.  The  labors  of  these  were  supplemented  by  several 
active  local  preachers  and  exhorters  among  the  early  pioneers. 

Huntington  is  an  exclusively  agricultural  township.  There  are 
no  towns  or  villages  of  importance,  and  no  manufacturing  industries, 
aside  from  a few  shops.  Farmersville  is  a little  village  in  the  south- 
central  portion  of  the  township,  where  there  is  one  general  store,. a 
church,  mechanical  shops  and  a few  residences.  The  population  has 
remained  stationary  for  many  years,  since  the  railroad  towns  and 
their  better  market  facilities  have  cut  off  the  trade.  Two  or  three 
saw-mills  were  operated  in  the  township  in  the  early  days,  and  a steam 
mill  of  that  character  is  now  located  on  Ralston’s  run,  and  an  old  mill 
still  stands  on  Indian  creek.  The  pioneer  distilleries  also  had  an 
existence,  William  Keyes  being  the  first  to  engage  in  the  liquor  manu- 
facturing business,  while  Henry  Johnson  became  his  competitor  in 
later  years.  But  these  have  long  since  passed  out  of  existence. 
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THE  county  commissioners,  on  the  9th  of  December,  1812, 
erected  Harrison  township,  by  the  following  official  order: 
“Ordered,  that  a part  of  Jefferson  township  he  erected  into 
a separate  township,  beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  # 
section  number  five,  in  township  nine,  range  twenty ; thence  south 
along  the  east  line  of  Springfield  township  to  the  southeast  corner  of 
section  two  in  township  nine ; thence  east  between  the  townships  eight 
and  nine,  in  range  twenty,  to  the  northeast  corner  of  section  two,  m 
township  eight  and  range  twenty ; thence  south  with  the  east  line  of 
said  section,  and  to  continue  in  the  same  direction  until  it  strike  the 
north  line  of  Franklin  township;  thence  eastwardly  with  the  north 
line  of  Franklin  and  Lick  townships  to  the  county  line;  thence  north 
with  said  line  to  the  southeast  corner  of  Colerain  township ; thence 
west  with  the  south  line  of  Colerain  township,  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning. Said  township  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Harrison  township. 
The  place  of  holding  elections  to  be  the  house  of  John  Combers.” 

On  March  15,  1816,  it  was  ordered  “That  all  that  part  of  Harrison 
township  which  lies  east  of  Jefferson  township,  and  south  of  a west 
line  drawn  from  the  northwest  corner  of  Jackson  county  be,  and  die 
same  is  hereby  attached  to  Jefferson  township.”  These  boundaries 
were  changed  on  the  organization  of  Liberty  township  in  1832,  leav- 
ing Harrison  in  rectangular  form,  bounded  by  four  straight  lines, 
about  seven  miles  north  and  south,  and  six  miles  east  and  west  The 
east  and  west  boundaries  correspond  with  those  of  Colerain  township, 
which  joins  Harrison  on  the  north.  The  eastern  boundary  is  the  line 
between  Ross  and  Vinton  counties,  with  Liberty  township  on  the 
south  and  Springfield  on  the  west 

The  surface  of  Harrison  township  is  verymuch  broken,  and  gen- 
erally hilly.  The  drainage  is  principally  towards  the  south,  and  the 
valleys  of  the  principal  streams,  which  are  usually  narrow,  are  the 
only  exceptions  to  the  general  application  of  the  term.  The  territory 
is  well  watered,  the  principal  streams  being  the  Little  Walnut  creek, 
which  rises  in  the  central  portion  of  Colerain  township  and  flows 
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southward,  through  western  Harrison,  to  the  village  of  Mooresville, 
where  it  joins  Walnut  creek  proper.  The  latter  stream  also  has  its 
source  in  Colerain  township,  entering  Harrison  near  the  north  cen- 
ter and  flowing  southwesterly  to  Mooresville,  thence  in  a southeastern 
direction,  until  it  passes  out  of  the  townships.  Piney  run  rises  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  township  and  flows  west  until  it  empties  into 
Walnut  creek,  on  section  sixteen.  Lick  run,  another  tributary  of 
Walnut  creek,  has  its  source  near  the  center  of  the  township.  Sugar 
run  rises  south  of  Lick  run,  and  flows  into  the  Walnut  just  over  the 
line  in  Liberty  township.  Poe’s  run  rises  in  section  fourteen,  and 
flows  south  out  of  the  township.  These  streams  are  all  fed  by  many 
spring  branches  from  the  adjacent  hills,  as  they  pass  southward  in 
rapids  and  swift  flowing  current,  thus  affording  good  water-power  for 
the  early  mills  which  were  established  along  their  banks. 

Extending  from  the  northeast  to  the  southwest  through  the  town- 
ship is  a range  of  hills  which  might  be  termed  mountainous  in  their 
character.  A second  range  of  hills  rises  to  the  northward,  between 
Little  Walnut  and  Walnut  creeks,  and  a pinnacle  on  this  range  is  dig- 
nified by  the  title  of  Pocky  Knob.  This  rises  to  a height  of  five 
hundred  feet  above  the  surrounding  valleys.  Rocky  Knob  is  located 
near  the  center  of  section  eight,  and  no  doubt  acquired  its  title 
through  the  character  of  the  company  which  it  kept.  Owing  to 
the  impenetrable  gorges,  high,  rocky  bluffs  and  tangled  underbrush 
the  superstitious  Indians  characterized  portions  of  Harrison  town- 
ship as  the  Bad  lands,  or  abode  of  evil  spirits.  Katural  conditions 
were  favorable  to  the  existence  of  all  kinds  of  game,  ferocious  animals 
and  venomous  reptiles.  These  wore  foimd  there  in  great  numbers  by 
the  white  settlers,  who  were  inclined  to  share  the  superstitions  of  the 
red  men.  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Samuel  Hanson  once  killed  a “blue 
racer”  which  measured  sixteen  feet  in  length.  But  the  Harrison  hills 
wore  favorite  hunting  grounds  for  the  Indians,  and  the  few  daring 
white  men  wrho  explored  the  region  before  1 800. 

In  later  years  the  densely  wooded  country,  with  its  impenetrable 
jungles,  hidden  caves  and  deep  gorges,  became  the  abode  of  an  organ- 
ized band  of  horse  thieves,  who  preyed  upon  the  infant  settlements, 
and  secreted  their  plunder  until  their  accumulations  justified  a trip 
to  the  older  communities,  wdiere  sales  wore  effected.  On  their  return 
they  would  steal  horses  as  they  passed  through  the  country  and  con- 
ceal them  in  this  favorite  resort,  until  they  could  sell  them,  perhaps 
to  the  same  parties  whose  horses  they  had  stolen  and  run  off  into  Vir- 
ginia or  Pennsylvania.  These  depredations  continued  for  many 
years. 

Harrison  township  was  originally  covered  with  all  kinds  of  native 
timber,  and  the  quality  was  of  the  best.  The  principal  varieties  were 
oak,  hickory  and  maple,  with  limited  quantity  of  spruce  and  cedar 
on  the  hills  and  uplands,  while  the  bottoms  were  covered  with  black 
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walnut,  butternut,  elm,  sycamore,  buckeye  and  willow.  A variety 
of  timber  known  as  pepperidge,  commonly  called  “gum,”  grew  there 
in  abundance,  and  the  early  settlers  used  this  timber  in  building  their 
houses. 

The  soil  of  this  township  is  a heavy  bed  of  clay,  overlying  a sub- 
soil of  sand  and  gravel.  Occasionally  the  sand  appears  on  the  sur- 
face. The  bottom  lands  and  level  upland  terraces  are  very  fertile, 
and  produce  heavy  crops  of  all  kinds  of  cereals.  The  hillsides,  often 
too  steep  for  profitable  cultivation,  are  seeded  to  grasses  for  pastur- 
age, and  thus  all  die  land  of  the  township  is  made  to  yield  profitable 
returns  to  the  owners.  Stock  raising  and  fruit  culture  are  among 
the  principal  industries,  and  these  afford  good  margins  of  profit  The 
rock  formation  underlying  the  soil  and  on  the  hillsides  is  almost 
exclusively  of  the  sandstone  and  shale  varieties,  with  an  occasional 
ledge  of  limestone.  The  sandstone  formation  is  of  excellent  quality 
for  building  purposes,  and  numerous  quarries  have  been  opened  and 
operated  to  supply  the  local  demand.  But  die  presence  of  pyrites  of 
iron  renders  it  unfit  for  the  finer  architectural  purposes,  since,  on 
exposure  to  air  and  moisture,  streaks  of  iron-rust  appear  on  the  sur- 
face. The  presence  of  various  metallic  substances  gives  the  stone  a 
reddish  hue  throughout. 

The  valleys  were  first  settled,  and  in  fact  the  hill  lands  were  con- 
sidered of  little  value  in  the  early  days,  and  were  comparatively  unoc- 
cupied until  about  1840.  In  the  year  last  mentioned  there  was  a 
considerable  influx  of  foreign-born  citizens,  mostly  Dutch,  Irish  and 
Germans,  but  of  the  latter,  few.  Tliev  purchased  small  tracts  in  the 
hills,  ranging  in  extent  from  thirty  to  fifty  acres.  The  country  was 
then  undeveloped,  and  these  people  located  their  cabins  near  some 
spring,  without  regard  to  roads  or  environments.  Some  of  them 
could  only  be  reached  by  the  devious  windings  of  a bridle  path  or 
trail ; and  there,  in  the  seclusion  of  the  forest  and  silent  neighborly 
hills,  they  established  their  homes  and  lived  out  their  existence  in  soli- 
tude. Their  wants  were  few,  and  these  were  supplied  for  the  most 
part,  from  the  gardens  and  truck  patches  which  they  opened  up  on 
the  hillsides.  If  they  ever  ventured  out  into  the  world  of  life  and 
activity  it  was  to  sell  some  surplus  product  of  their  limited  domain, 
and  purchase  some  necessity  which  neither  the  forest  nor  the  garden 
would  produce.  These  were  the  “ IlUJicans  ” a title  more  expressive 
than  elegant,  yet  applied  to  the  descendants  of  the  hill  farmers 
to  this  day,  particularly  in  Harrison  and  Springfield  townships. 
Some  have  become  Americanized,  and,  though  their  resources  are  lim- 
ited and  their  wants  fewr,  they  have  forsaken  some  of  the  peculiar 
traits  of  their  ancestors  and  mingle  freely  writh  the  outside  world  in 
the  social,  political,  educational  and  business  affairs  of  life.  In  fact 
some  of  them,  through  the  varying  fortunes  of  sixty  years,  haye 
become  very  well-to-do. 
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Blit  the  “Hillicans”  of  Harrison,  Springfield  and  Huntington 
townships  are  a class  of  people  peculiar  to  themselves.  Even  the 
most  lowly  of  the  pioneer  settlers  did  not  compare  in  poverty  and 
misery  with  the  persisting  element  of  this  so-called  “society.”  Some 
of  them  seem  to  be  ignorant  beyond  the  unlettered  savage,  and  as 
“do-less”  as  they  are  ignorant.  A rude  log  hut  or  a “dugout”  in  the 
hillside,  without  floor  or  ceiling,  furnished  with  the  crude  product  of 
unskilled  and  indolent  hands,  to  the  exclusion  of  almost  every  article 
of  mechanical  manufacture,  is  their  “domicile.”  Beds  are  con- 
structed by  driving  two  crotched  sticks  into  the  ground  at  the  proper 
distance  from  the  wall ; cross  sticks  am  laid  in  these  crotches  and  the 
other  end  driven  into  cracks  between  the  logs ; poles  are  then  laid  on 
these  supporting  bearings,  thus  forming  “springs.”  Sometimes  a 
tick  is  filled  with  straw  or  husks,  but  oftener  the  raw  material  is  piled 
on  the  poles  in  sufficient  thickness  to  answer  the  purpose ; and  by  the 
time  tli is  is  covered  with  ragged  and  filthy  bed  clothes  or  odoriferous 
skins,  the  pallet  is  “inviting  to  repose.”  Boxes,  kegs,  and  even  sawed 
blocks,  take  the  place  of  chairs,  and  the  top  of  a dry  goods  box,  with 
cleats  nailed  across  to  keep  the  boards  together,  constitutes  a table. 
To  economize  space,  this  is  sometimes  fastened  to  the  Avail  at  one 
side,  with  accommodating  leather  hinges,  which  permit  of  the  table 
being  let  down  out  of  the  way,  g stick  of  proper  length  and  adjust- 
ment serving  to  hold  it  in  place  when  desired  for  use.  Fill  such  a 
den  as  this  Avith  a horde  of  half-starved,  naked  and  dirty  children, 
and  Ave  have  a typical  “Ilillican”  habitation  in  all  its  primitive  glory. 
There  may  be  slight  variations  in  the  manner  and  method  of  fur- 
nishing, but  tliis  description  covers  the  average  condition.  They  are 
isolated  from  the  Avorld,  and  often  from  near-by  neighbors  of  their 
own  class,  secluded  in  the  inaccessible  recesses  of  the  hills,  and  ekeing 
out  a miserable  existence  Avhich  they  Avould  not  change  if  they  could, 
and  could  not  change  if  they  Avould.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  county 
physicians  receive  frequent  calls,  at  the  public  expense,  to  visit  these 
habitations  of  misery  and  Avretchedness ; nor  is  it  strange  that  thou- 
sands of  people  in  Boss  county  are  not  aware  of  the  total  Avretched- 
ness and  depravity  of  the  “Hillicans.'”  Their  existence  is  scarcely 
known  to  themselves.  This  class  exists  also  in  the  remote  hill 
regions  of  Pike,  Vinton  and  Jackson  counties,  and  furnishes  an  exam- 
ple of  steady  degeneration  in  the  midst  of  advancing  civilization. 
The  difficulty  of  dealing  with  them,  Avith  a view  to  the  elevation  of 
their  mental,  moral  and  physical  conditions,  lies  in  the  fact  that  they 
are  satisfied  Avith  their  own  state  and  consider  themsel\Tes  “as  good  as 
anybody  else.” 

Benjamin  Hanson  Avas  probably  the  first  permanent  settler  in  Har- 
rison toAvnship.  In  1798  he  built  his  “gum  tree”  cabin  in  the  Avest- 
em  part  of  section  twenty,  and  there  ended  his  days.  Samuel 
Hanson,  father  of  Benjamin,  a native  of  Maryland,  moved  to  Ken- 
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tucky  in  young  manhood.  He  married  Miss  Trimble  in  Virginia, 
and  with  her  returned  to  Kentucky,  where  he  had  previously  estab- 
lished a home.  In  1796  he  came  to  the  Scioto  valley,  and  entered  a 
section  of  land  on  the  Pickaway  plains.  His  location  proved  unde- 
sirable and  unhealthful,  and  he  came  to  Liberty  township  in  1798. 
He  was  nicely  located  and  prosperity  seemed  to  smile  on  him,  when 
an  unusual  freshet  in  the  Scioto  swept  away  his  possessions,  the  fam- 
ily barely  escaping  'with  their  lives.  In  1800,  after  meeting  the 
reverses  above  mentioned,  Mr.  Hanson  located  in  Harrison  township, 
where  he  entered  section  twenty.  The  family  of  this  early  pioneer 
consisted  of  three  sons  and  four  daughters:  Benjamin,  Elizabeth, 

Harriet,  Mary,  Samuel,  Hollas  and  Sarah.  The  sons  were  all  solj 
diers  in  the  war  of  1812,  the  last  named  returning  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant.  The  children  married  and  located  in  the  vicinity,  and 
some  of  their  numerous  descendants  still  live  in  the  county.  The 
father  died  in  Harrison  township,  February  14,  1835,  at  the  age  of 
eightv-three  years.  His  wife  preceded  him  many  years,  and  he 
married  for  his  second  wife  Rebecca  Waterman,  who  bore  him  ten 
children,  viz.:  John,  James,  Aquilla,  Garnett,  Harriet  (second), 

Eliza,  Amos,  Greenberry,  Rebecca  and  Maria.  The  two  first  named 
were  born  in  Kentucky,  and  the  youngest  son  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  old  homestead  in  Harrison. 

Louis  Graves  settled  in  the  township  in  1800  and  married  Sarah 
Hanson.  He  was  in  service  during  the  war  of  1812.  Robert  Cor- 
ken,  a native  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  his  youth,  and  was  one 
of  the  many  early  immigrants  who  sold  his  sendees  to  pay  his  pass- 
age across  the  ocean.  His  “master”  was  a Quaker  in  Maryland, 
whose  name  was  Mason.  After  purchasing  his  release  with  labor, 
he  married  Mason’s  daughter,  and  the  couple  came  on  horseback  from 
Maryland  to  Ohio,  and  settled  on  “High  bank  prairie”  in  1798. 
When  the  land  sales  opened  he  removed  to  a farm  which  he  purchased 
near  Mooresville  in  Harrison  township,  where  he  lived  for  many 
years.  But  in  old  age  he  removed  to  Londonderry  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, and  died  at  the  home  of  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Jones.  Mr.  Cor- 
ken  was  one  of  the  census  enumerators  of  1800,  and  was  well  and 
favorably  known  in  the  early  settlement  of  Llarrison  township. 
Thomas  Hanks  settled  in  the  township  in  1800;  Joseph  Van  Gundy 
was  a settler  in  1801,  and  John  Emerich,  Stewart  Little,  James  Car- 
rothers  and  Abner  Ezra  located  in  Harrison  in  1804.  A year  later 
the  tide  of  emigration  was  increased  very  perceptibly,  and  many  new 
homes  were  established  in  the  wilderness,  among  whom  were  the 
families  of  Robert  Simpson,  William  Johnson,  Andrew  Thompson, 
John  Ortrnan,  William  Lockard  and  James  Roebuck.  Between 
1806  and  1810,  the  settlement  was  increased  bv  the  arrival  of  George 
Stanhope,  Lawrence  . Russell,  John  Russell,  Philip  Feirbaugb, 
Anthony  Raypholtz  (now  known  as  Raypole),  James  Armsey  and 
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Joseph  Moore.  The  two  last  named  came  about  1810,  and  the  others 
earlier. 

The  war  of  1812  retarded  immigration  for  a time,  and  also 
removed  nearly  every  able-bodied  man  from  the  township.  William 
Johnson  entered  the  army  as  a colonel,  Abram  Moore  was  a captain, 
and  Abraham  Lewis  a major.  Those  enlisting  with  lower  rank  or  as 
private  soldiers,  were  John  Ortman,  drum  major,  Robert  Corken, 
Abner  Ezra  and  his  son  Thomas,  James  Roebuck,  Joseph  Van 
Gundy,  Samuel  Moore,  George  Stanhope,  lieutenant,  Edward  Satts, 
Joseph  Moore,  John  Young,  Joseph  Hanks,  Daniel  Ulm,  Lawrence 
Russell,  John  Hanks,  A.  Raple  and  Hugh  Dalahan. 

The  rapid-flowing  streams  and  abundant  water  supply  in  the  early 
days  stimulated  the  establishment  of  numerous  mills  along  the 
creeks,  which  the  apparently  exhaustless  supply  of  good  timber 
seemed  to  demand.  At  one  time  there  were  as  many  as  a dozen  mills 
in  operation  on  Walnut  creek,  only  twenty  miles  from  its  source  to 
its  mouth.  The  first  of  these  was  built  by  John  Emerich,  near  the 
old  Stanhope  homestead.  Adam  Yaryan  established  a small  grist 
mill  on  Sugar  run  about  1820.  He  was  a gunsmith  by  trade,  and 
manufactured  and  repaired  guns  for  the  settlers  in  connection  with 
his  milling  interests,  and  was  thus  one  of  the  most  useful  men  in  the 
community,  in  a mechanical  sense.  Yaryan’s  mill  was  sold  and  its 
operation  discontinued  after  some  ten  or  twelve  years.  Of  the  numer- 
ous plants  established  along  the  creeks,  all  were  soon  abandoned  or 
merged  into  steam  power,  there  being  now  one  of  the  last  named  on 
the.  Hanson  property  on  upper  Walnut.  The  removal  of  timber  and 
consequent  decrease  in  rain  fall,  reduced  the  volume  of  water  until 
the  supply  became  insufficient  to  operate  even  the  most  primitive 
plant  for  more  than  a few  months  in  each  year.  Samuel  Hanson 
erected  the  first  distillery  in  the  township,  about  1809,  on  the  east 
bank  of  Walnut  creek,  not  far  from  the  old  Hanson  homestead. 
Four  or  five  other  plants  of  this  character  existed  at  different  times. 

The  Methodists  were  the  first  to  occupy  the  field  in  the  “harvest 
of  souls.”  The  Llanson  cabin  was  an  early  preaching  appointment. 
It  is  stated  that  during  protracted  meetings,  which  were  held  annu- 
ally, as  many  as  twenty  to  twenty-five  strangers  were  often  enter- 
tained under  the  hospitable  roof  of  the  Hansons,  though  the 
dimensions  of  the  eighteen-by-twenty  cabin  were  hardly  commensur- 
ate with  the  hospitality  extended.  The  organization  of  a church  was 
effected  in  1802,  and  a log  meeting-house  was  built  on  land  then 
belonging  to  Philip  Feirbaugh.  Nearly  everybody  then  living  in  the 
Walnut  valley  were  members  of  this  church.  The  organizers  were 
the  families  of  Samuel  and  Benjamin  Hanson,  the  Russells,  James 
Roebuck,  Lewis  Graves,  Andrew  Thompson,  Andrew  Simpson,  and 
James  Carruthers.  The  old  log  church  was  succeeded  by  a better 
one  about  1860,  and  the  organization  which  was  formed  a hundred 
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years  ago,  still  has  an  existence.  But  the  cemeteries  have  long  since 
claimed  the  mortal  remains  of  the  founders.  The  valley  of  the  Little 
Walnut  was  as  distinctively  a United  Brethren  locality  as  was  the 
Walnut  valley  a Methodist  seat.  Eatliam  church  was  organized  by 
this  denomination  about  1810,  and  numbered  among  its  earliest  mem- 
bers the  families  of  John  Ortman,  Abraham  Lucas,  Philip  Feir- 
baugh  and  John  Emerich.  It  grew  in  prominence  and  strength  until 
it  numbered  some  sixty  members.  It  still  has  a persisting  member- 
ship of  thirty  or  forty  in  the  community. 

A religious  sect,  known  as  the  New  Lights,  had  an  existence  in  the 
Stanhope  neighborhood,  and  was  under  the  successive  pastorates  of 
the  Revs.  Joseph  Baker,  Martin  Baker  and  William  Scott.  George 
Stanhope,  and  a few  of  like  faith,  formed  the  church,  and  the  congre- 
gation met  for  sendees  at  the  private  residences.  The  cardinal  doc- 
trine, as  advocated  by  adherents  to  this  creed,  rested  principally  in 
the  saving  ordinance  of  baptism.  They  also  practiced  the  apostolic 
custom  of  washing  feet,  and  the  observance  of  certain  formulas  of 
personal  sacrifices  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  each  other.  This  organ- 
ization  has  long  since  ceased  to  exist,  though  the  cardinal  principles 
have  been  transmitted  to  the  succeeding  generations. 

The  Baptists  had  an  organized  church  in  Harrison  township  as 
early  as  1822,  and  maintained  the  same,  with  varying  degrees  of  suc- 
cess, until  1850.  They  were  never  numerically  strong,  and  the  serv- 
ices were  conducted  in  private  houses,  usually  by  volunteer  ministers. 

The  only  villages  in  Harrison  township  are  “Mooresville  and 
Tucson.  The  former  has  been  known  since  the  organization  of  the 
township  as  Mooresville,  though  the  postoffice  name,  in  more  recent 
years,  has  been  Halltown.  The  village  is  located  near  the  junction 
of  the  Little  Walnut  and  Walnut  creeks,  and  has  one  store,  postofnee, 
a district  school  near  by,  a blacksmith  shop,  and  six  or  eight  dwel  - 
ings.  At  the  present  time  there  are  two  physicians,  Drs.  March  an 
Evans.  Tucson  is  noted  chiefly  as  being  the  location  of  the  only  grist 
mill  now  in  the  township.  This  is  a modem  flouring  mill,  with  fair 
capacity,  and  excellent  reputation  for  fair  dealing  and  good  wof 
It  was  established  aliout  1842  by  Samuel  Wheeland  as  a saw  mill, 
and  also  a limited  capacity  for  grinding  certain  grains.  Ten  years 
later  Mr.  Greenberry  Hanson  purchased  and  refitted  it  for  its  present 
purpose.  Since  coining  into  the  hands  of  the  present  owners,  the 
McGee  Brothers,  it  has  been  further  enlarged  and  modernized.  There 
is  one  general  store  at  Tucson,  the  Gray  Brothers  being  the  proprie- 
tors; there  is  also  a postoffice,  mechanical  shops,  and  eight  or  ten 
residences.  The  village  was  formerly  called  Charleston,  and  is 
located  on  the  upper  Walnut  near  the  north  line  of  the  township* 
There  are  no  churches  or  lodges  in  either  of  these  villages. 

The  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  Harrison  township  was  Davi 
Clark,  who  was  elected  in  the  spring  of  1813.  Abraham  Lucas  was 
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also  on©  of  the  earliest  justices,  being  elected  about  1816.  James  H. 
Search  served  in  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years. 
The  first  school  house  was  erected  in  the  valley  of  the  Little  Walnut, 
in  the  western  part  of  the  township.  Mr.  Dempsey,  Joseph  Lockard 
and  Samuel  Yaple  wore  early  teachers.  As  the  inhabitants  increased 
schools  wore  opened  from  time  to  time,  until  there  are  now  nine 
buildings  devoted  to  school  purposes  within  the  bounds  of  the  town- 
ship. These  are  mostly  frame  structures,  equipped  with  modern 
appliances  and  conducted  by  a corps  of  woll  qualified  and  practical 
teachers. 

II— 23 
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^REVIOUS  to  1832,  the  territory  of  tliis  township  was  a part 
of  Jefferson.  It  was  then  organized  as  a separate  township, 
in  conformity  with  the  prayer  of  certain  petitioners.  The 
township  comprises  thirty-eight  sections,  three  of  which  are 
fractional.  The  western  end  of  the  township  is  embraced  within  a 
broad  expanse  of  the  Scioto  valley,  and  is  very  rich  and  valuable  ter- 
ritory. The  valleys  of  Salt  creek  and  Walnut  creek,  extending  from 
north  to  south  through  the  township,  are  also  fertile  lands  and 
embrace  a considerable  area.  Salt  creek  traverses  the  eastern  end 
of  the  township,  while  Walnut  creek  crosses  the  west  central  portion, 
and  both  are  streams  of  considerable  volume.  Other  interior  water- 


courses are  Cranberry  run  in  the  northeastern  part,  which  empties 
into  Poe’s  run,  and  this,  in  turn,  joins  its  water  with  Salt  creek;  Dry 
run  is  a waterway,  if  not  a water-course,  traversing  the  western  part 
of  the  township ; Mulgy  run  flows  in  a southeastern  course  through 
the  interior,  passing  near  Londonderry  station  and  emptying  into 
Salt  creek  in  the  southeast  comer  of  the  township.  Numerous  spring 
runs,  flowing  down  from  the  adjacent  hills,  increase  the  volume  of 
water  in  the  streams  named,  and  at  the  same  time  enhance  the  value 
of  the  lands  traversed,  rendering  them  available  for  grazing  pur- 


poses. 

Liberty  town  ship  is  rich  in  antiquities.  Earthworks  were  located 
on  the  farms  of  Thomas  Orr  and  Milton  Jones,  on  the  bank  of  the 
Scioto,  both  octagonal  and  circular  in  form,  one  of  the  first  sort 
enclosing  an  area  of  about  fifteen  acres.  The  circular  work  enclosed 
about  twenty-five  acres.  This  fortification,  for  such  it  undoubtedly 
was,  had  the  form  of  a circle,  and  was  connected  with  the  river  by  a 
deep,  narrow  passage-way,  dug  through  from  the  fort  to  the  water's 
edge.  On  the  Harness  farm  many  interesting  relics  were  found, 
among  which  were  about  a half  a bushel  of  leaden  bullets  of  different 
sizes  and  shapes,  some  of  which  weighed  half  an  ounce.  The  early 
settlers  regarded  this  as  a battlefield  where  at  least  one  party  of  con- 
testants  was  familiar  with  the  use  of  firearms.  A large  stone  pipe> 
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weighing  a pound,  was  also  found  on  the  Harness  farm.  It  bore  the 
outline  of  a human  face  neatly  cut  upon  it  A stone  ball,  round  and 
smooth,  with  a hole  through  the  center,  and  many  curiously  cut 
stones  and  darts,  were  found  in  the  same  locality.  On  the  Ed. 
Harness  farm  is  a mound  about  one  hundred  feet  long,  sixty  feet 
wide,  and  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  high.  On  digging  into  this,  the 
interior  was  found  to  be  hollow,  the  cavity  admitting  a person  in  a 
stooping  posture.  Around  the  base  of  this  mound  there  were  found 
many  human  skeletons,  so  small  in  stature  as  to  indicate  a burial 
place  for  women  and  children.  Relic  seekers  and  scientific  investiga- 
tors have  removed  many  of  these  skeletons,  finding,  as  a general  thing, 
that  the  head  of  each  body  had  been  wrapped  in,  or  placed  upon, 
a piece  of  cloth  of  curious  texture,  threads  of  which  still  remained. 
Near  this  mound  is  an  earthwork  enclosing  some  ten  acres,  and  like 
one  previously  described,  it  had  an  outlet,  or  dug  way,  leading  for 
some  distance  away  from  the  main  work.  A much  larger  work  than 
any  of  these  just  described  is  known  to  have  existed  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, the  walls  of  which  enclosed  some  forty  acres.  The  Chillicothe 
and  Richmond  Dale  pike  passes  through  it,  in  the  third  terrace,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Scioto.  But  this,  like  the  others,  has  been  lev- 
eled by  the  successive  plowings  of  a hundred  years,  aided  by  climatic 
erosion,  and  the  casual  observer  would  scarcely  notice  anything  unus- 
ual in  the  conformation  of  the  land. 

The  northern  and  eastern  portions  of  Liberty  township  contain 
much  broken  and  hilly  land  ; but  the  comparatively  wide  valleys  along 
the  streams  are  a very  fertile  sandy  loam,  terminating  in  clay  on  the 
hillsides.  From  the  center  of  the  township,  westward  to  the  Scioto, 
the  quality  of  the  soil  is  unsurpassed  in  the  county,  and  some  fine 
farms  and  excellent  improvements  attest  the  truth  of  this  statement. 
Rattlesnake  Knob  and  Point  Lookout  are  elevations  of  considerable 
height  above  the  surrounding  hills,  as  well  as  points  of  some  local 
interest.  The  surface  of  this  township  was  originally  covered  with 
a heavy  growth  of  excellent  timber,  embracing  the  varieties  usually 
found  in  this  section  of  the  Scioto  valley.  These  were  white-oak, 
black-oak,  hickory,  walnut,  wild  cherry,  beech,  sugar  maple,  elm,  ash, 
poplar,  hackberry,  buckeye,  and  sycamore.  While  some  valuable 
timber  is  still  preserved,  bv  far  the  greater  part  of  it  was  destroyed 
in  fitting  the  land  for  cultivation.  That  which  survived  the  pioneer 
log-heaps  has  submitted  to  oft-repeated  cullings  for  market  purposes, 
or  the  personal  needs  of  the  owners,  until  at  this  time  the  territory 
where  it  grew  thickest,  more  resembles  the  treeless  prairies  of  the 
west  than  the  original  home  of  a dense  forest. 

There  are  two  prosperous  villages  in  Liberty  township,  besides 
which  there  is  a railway  station  called  Schooleys,  where  considerable 
business  is  transacted,  there  l>eing  a good  produce  market  at  that 
place.  Here  John  Schooley  was  the  first  station  agent  and  postmas- 
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ter.  Londonderry  was  laid  out  in  1831  by 

Cox.  But  the  latter  sold  out  Ins  interests  to  b T-ishmau.  from 

from  the  county.  The  sole  proprietor  mg  ,g  erally 

"dTn'v”MWlien  !he  was .-^ijhed,  about 

a year 'after  the  town  came  into  existence,  tb® 

Londonderry  in  north  Ohio  necessitated  a chang,.^  « Gillespievine 
master,  .Tames  Gillespie,  was  honorei  on(i,>nderry  has  clung  to 

as  the  postoffice  name.  But  the  name  of  . & country  trading 

the  town.  The  village  grew  into  promine  ‘ is32,  and 

point.  The  first  store  was  opened  by  Jainea 

Simon  Ratcliff  became  his  rival  in  btismc*  _ |g33  About 

Gillespie  also  established  a mercan  1 e 1 je^  pe  operated  for 

1835,  Samuel  Griffin  opened  a general  Jo  ^ . iclan  in  the 

forty  years.  Doctor  .1  ames  Moore  w as  ' ’ inception 

township,  and  he  opened  an  office  in  Londonde  physi. 

of  the  town.  Josiali  Drummond  was  a“ot^  The  viUage  now 

cians,  coming  about  the  same  time  a»  Dr.  mm**.  a hotel, 

has  a population  of  over  two  hundred,  and l has  fmu  and 

graded  school,  two  churches,  T nends  and  Met  ^ was 

numerous  mechanical  shops.  In  1901  a ^"Jfty  of  the 
organized  there,  which  embraces  in  its  me  , Being  some 

leading  citizens  of  the  town  and  s'iny\"d,n*.)r  ^ t^ere  is  a station 
distance  from  the  line  of  the  B.  & O.  b Station, 

for  the  transfer  and  shipment  of  goods  cal  0f  Vigo,  winch 

this  being  the  Liberty  township  portion  of the  * W g Vigo 

is  located  on  the  township  line  between  Jefferson ^ of 
is  a prosperous  little  town,  and  a formi  " railroad  sta- 

donderry,  which  is  only  a half  a mile  to  the ; .^^ly  a local 

tion  is  no\v  called  Vigo,  "Londondei  ly  » a Viso  belongs  with  Jef' 
tenn.  Properly,  the  history  of  the  village  of H ■ go  Je  ^ ad(litional 
ferson  township,  to  winch  the  rcadei  is  , onderrv,  though  there 

matter.  The  town  is  scarcely  as  large  as  L . h/ick  and  tile 

are  three  good  stores,  one  hotel,  a Baptist  c nirT,  ’ tw0  ]ast  named 
factory,  and  planing  mill  within  its  borilera.  of  the  wage- 

industries  give  employment  to  a considerable 

earners  of  the  town.  L,™™liin  was  occiipied 

The  territory  now  embraced  within  Liberty  ^ earliest  occu- 

as  early  a period  as  any  in  Ross  county  , i 1^.flv)ie  locations,  beftf® 
pants  settled  on  Highbank  prairie  and  other  c „ , considerable 

the  opening  of  the  land  sales.  These  sclua  ^ -no.  the  rush  an 
difficulty  in  the  matter  of  identifying  their  lands,  cl  ^ ]ost  their 

excitement  attendant  upon  the  sales ; am  some  accept  undesir 

improvements,  previously  made,  and  were  o . AVph  the  la^ 

able  locations.  The  charges  of  bribery  and  co  1 s0ine  cause  o 
office  officials  were  freely  made,  possibly  not  wi 
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complaint.  That  hard  feelings  were  engendered  is  fully  demon- 
strated by  subsequent,  events,  since  some  of  the  most  successful  con- 
testant for  desirable  lands  suffered  the  destruction  of  their  crops  by 
fire,  and  were  otherwise  harassed  and  persecuted,  presumably  by 
those  who  desired  the  same  lands  and  failed  to  get  them. 

Among  the  first  settlers  on  “high-banks”  was  James  Kilgore  and 
family.  Kilgore  located  in  1708,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  produce 
a crop  from  the  fertile  soil  of  that  region.  Tie  afterward  bought  a 
section  on  the  upper  trail  of  the  same  prairie,  and  this  he  divided 
with  a Mr.  Holton,  and  both  ended  their  days  on  this  property. 
Thomas  and  Zebulon  Orr  located  on  High-bank  about  1708,  and  there 
raised  a crop,  after  which  they  removed  to  Springfield  township, 
where  they  died.  Kobert  Corken,  Benjamin  Kerns,  and  Amos  Tay- 
lor, together  with  several  others,  located  on  High  bank,  probably  as 
early  as  1700,  and  remained  there,  improving  and  cultivating  the 
lands  which  they  expected  to  buy  when  placed  upon  the  market.  But 
all  except  Kerns  were  doomed  to  disappointment.  Their  lands  wTere 
purchased  by  others,  through  the  machinations  of  those  who  were  “in 
the  ring,”  and  they  were  obliged  to  seek  other  locations,  some  going 
into  the  hills  and  others  locating  in  Springfield  township.  The  gov- 
ernment sold  no  less  than  a section  to  each  purchaser,  hence  settlers 
with  limited  means  often  clubbed  together  and  purchased  a section, 
then  subdivided  to  suit  the  convenience  of  those  concerned.  On  the 
occasion  of  this  sale,  the  crier  failed  to  recognize  the  local  designa- 
tion of  High  bank,  and  offered  lands  located  at  the  mouth  of  Indian 
creek,  thus  misleading,  or  deceiving,  the  actual  residents.  All  of 
High  bank  prairie,  except  one  fractional  section,  was  sold  to  Benja- 
min Kerns,  Felix  Benick,  arid  Joseph  Harness,  Kilgore  and  Holton 
getting  the  fractional  section.  Following  this,  the  pioneers  who 
failed  in  their  efforts  to  secure  the  land  upon  which  they  had  settled, 
fell  back  to  the  flats,  or  second  bottoms. 

Benjamin  Kerns  raised  the  first  crop  of  wheat  on  High  bank.  This 
he  harvested  and  secured  in  the  stack,  where  it  was  burned  in  the 
night.  He  had  cleared  a place  for  an  orchard,  and  while  the  log- 
heaps  were  yet  burning  he  had  set  out  the  trees,  which  he  was  obliged 
to  procure  from  abroad,  at  considerable  cost.  A short  time  after  the 
trees  were  planted,  they  were  pulled  up,  and  the  roots  laid  in  the  fire 
of  the  smouldering  log-heaps.  This  second  depredation  within  a 
short  time  confirmed  the  universal  opinion  that  the  mischief  was  done 
by  some  disappointed  candidate  for  the  land  which  Mr.  Kerns  had 
secured.  To  add  to  the  neighborhood  discontent,  Mr.  Kerns  sued  the 
original  occupants  of  the  lands  which  he  purchased,  claiming  rent  for 
the  time  they  occupied  it  without  authority.  Some  paid  a nominal 
sum  to  avoid  litigation  ; but  Thomas  Orr  stood  a suit,  and  was  pleased 
to  learn  that  a private  individual  could  not  collect  rent  for  Congress 
lands. 
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Abraham  01  ay  pool  was  a prominent  early  settler,  who  came  from 
Randolph  county,  Ya,,  and  settled  on  High  bank  prairie  in  1799.  He 
made  considerable  improvement  on  his  prospective  farm;  but,  like 
many  others,  he  was  disappointed  at  the  lands  sales  in  1802,  and 
selected  another  location  on  section  seventeen,  where  he  passed  liis 
remaining  years.  Mr.  Cl  ay  pool  served  four  years  in  the  Virginia 
legislature  during  his  young  manhood  days,  and  was  also  a soldier 
under  “Mad”  Anthony  Wayne  during  the  Indian  wars.  In  Ohio, 
he  was  a member  of  the  first  State  legislature,  in  which  body  he  served 
some  eight  or  ten  years.  Mr.  Olay  pool  was  an  industrious  and  ener- 
getic man,  who  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  opening  up  the  vast 
■wilderness  in  which  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  nine  children,  most  of  whom  settled  in  the  west,  and  others 
died  on  the  old  parental  homestead.  Their  names  were  Solomon, 
Jacob,  Xewton,  Wilson,  Abel,  Isaac,  Ann,  Sarah  and  Maria.  The 
home  property  descended  to  these  heirs,  descendants  of  whom  are 
still  prominent  residents  of  Ross  county. 

Amos  Taylor  located  on  High  bank  between  1800  and  1804,  but 
afterward  re-located  on  the  east  side  of  Walnut  creek,  where  he  died. 
His  children  inherited  the  farm,  and  some  of  their  descendants  still 
live  in  the  township. 

Thomas  Jones  and  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  seven  chil- 
dren, settled  on  Walnut  creek  in  Lil>crty  township  about  1804.  Mr. 
Jones  and  his  neighbors,  Alexander  McClintick  and  Samuel  Hos- 
hauer,  entered  section  eight,  and  divided  it,  by  mutual  agreement, 
into  three  equal  parts,  by  east  and  west  lines.  Jones  took  the  north 
part,  Hoshauer  the  center  portion,  and  McClintick  the  south  third. 
Mr.  .Jones  was  a shoemaker,  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  his  country 
home  until  well  advanced  in  years.  His  children  were  named  Will- 
iam, Ilenrv,  Thomas,  Mary,  Rebecca,  Benjamin,  Jeremiah,  Caleb, 
Joshua,  Samuel  and  Jacob.  The  four  last  named  were  born  in  Ross 
county,  and  all  lived  to  years  of  maturity,  married  and  located  in  the 
vicinity  of  their  parental  home,  where  they  l>ecame  influential  in  the 
development  of  the  country.  Rebecca  and  William  died  in  Missouri. 
Samuel  Jones,  son  of  Thomas,  raised  a family  of  seven  sons  and  one 
daughter,  and  some  of  the  former  were  soldiers  in  the  civil  war,  and 
one  of  them  died  there.  The  other  sons  of  Thomas  J ones  left  numer- 
ous descendants  to  perpetuate  the  family  name  in  the  community. 

Alexander  McClintick,  mentioned  as  the  partner  of  Jones  in  pur- 
chasing the  section  of  land,  built  a grist  mill  on  his  farm  very  soon 
after  his  settlement  on  it.  In  connection  with  the  mill,  he  also  estab- 
lished a distillery.  This  property  was  operated  by  Mr.  McClintick 
until  his  death,  and  for  some  years  afterward  bv  members  of  his 
family.  But  it  finally  passed  into  other  hands  and  has  long  since 
become  a thing  of  the  past.  An  incident  is  related  in  connection  with 
the  McClintick  distillery  which  shows  the  divided  public  sentiment 
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on  the  whiskey  question,  even  in  that  early  day:  One  evening  while 

the  attendants  were  at  supper,  seven  loud  reports  were  heard  in  the 
direction  of  the  distillery.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  some 
one  had  burst  in  every  one  of  the  seven  large  copper  kettles  used  in 
the  plant,  using  the  pole  of  an  axe  for  that  purpose.  Public  indigna- 
tion ran  high,  and  the  owners  of  axes  were  required  to  bring  them  to 
the  still  house,  and  bv  fitting  them  in  the  apertures,  try  to  apprehend 
the  offender.  But  the  “guilty  axe”  did  not  appear,  hence  the  culprit 
escaped  the  summary  vengeance  of  an  enraged  community.  Whiskey, 
in  that  day,  was  considered  more  of  a necessity  than  a worker  of  evil, 
and  many  of  the  best  and  most  devout  people  used  it  unsparingly. 

Caleb  Odell,  who  settled  on  section  seven,  as  a neighbor  to  the 
McOl  in  ticks,  also  operated  a small  still  for  some  eight  or  ten  years. 
He  became  a resident  of  the  township  about  1804.  Elisha  Rawles 
settled  on  the  south  half  of  section  seven,  among  the  early  pioneers, 
and  remained  but  a few  years,  when  he  sold  out  to  Jacob  Hoshauer, 
and  removed  from  the  county.  Webster  Thomas  came  from  New 
Jersey  in  1800  and  established  his  home  on  section  five,  where  he 
ended  his  days.  Some  of  his  descendants  still  live  in  the  township. 
William  Schooley  became  a resident  of  Liberty  in  1800  and  located 
on  section  eighteen,  which  was  his  wife’s  inheritance  from  her  father, 
Thomas  Bowens,  who  settled  on  adjoining  land.  Both  Schooley  and 
Bowens  died  on  the  property  upon  which  they  settled.  Andrew  Kelley 
located  near  the  present  site  of  the  State  dam  in  1800.  He  selected 
a farm  in  fractional  section  eleven,  removed  to  section  nine,  where  he 
ended  his  days.  He  was  the  father  of  sixteen  children,  some  of  whom 
spent  their  lives  in  the  township.  Andrew  Kelley  was  one  of  the 
early  justices  of  the  peace  in  Ross  county.  He  was  an  active  and 
progressive  farmer,  and  one  of  the  first,  to  plant  an  orchard  in  the 
county.  Thomas  and  James  Kelly  settled  in  the  west  part  of  the 
township  about  1800,  where  they  died  in  the  early  days  of  settlement. 
Some  of  their  descendants  still  live  in  the  township. 

The  Harness  family  is  one  prominently  identified  with  Ross  county 
from  the  early  pioneer  days  until  the  present.  Joseph  and  George 
Harness,  brothel’s,  were  the  founders  of  the  family  in  Ross  county, 
though  the  latter  did  not  become  a permanent  resident  here.  He 
entered  some  sixteen  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  Scioto  valley,  in  the 
southern  part  of  Liberty  township.  This  land  subsequently  became 
the  property  of  C.  E.  and  Daniel  R.  Harness,  brothel's,  upon  which 
was  established  the  well  known  stock  farm  of  the  late  Daniel  R.  Har- 
ness. He  devoted  it  to  the  breeding,  rearing  and  training  of  thor- 
oughbred horses,  mostly  of  the  road  strains.  Daniel  Harness  was 
the  owner  of  the  celebrated  running  mare*  “Imp,”  and  many  others' 
of  almost  as  great  prominence  on  the  turf.  “ITncle  Daniel”  died  in 
the  winter  of  1901-2.  Joseph  Harness  emigrated  to  this  county 
in  1798  from  Hardy  county,  Va.  He  bought  at  the  first  land  sales 
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sections  nine,  ten  and  eleven,  on  the  High  bank  prairie,  and  occupied 
this  property  nntil  his  death.  He  had  four  children  who  su 
to  the  homestead,  and  some  of  their  descendants  still  occupy  po  *ona 
of  it.  The  only  son  of  Joseph  Harness  was  Edwin  J.,  who  died  m 
early  manhood,  leaving  no  family.  The  daughters  were  Eliza,  wi  e 
of  James  Vause;  Mary,  wife  of  George  Moore,  and  Rebecca,  wo 
married  Charles  F.  Beal.  Some  of  the  daughters  removed  from  me 
county,  or  possibly  never  came  here,  Mrs.  Moore  locating  in  ason 

countv,  Va.  , 

John  Hixon  and  family  came  from  Virginia  in  1802  and  were 
among  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  eastern  part-  of  Liberty  towns  ip- 
Section  twenty-three  was  entered  by  Griffith  Pierce,  who  gave  one’ 
half  of  it  to  his  son-in-law,  John  Hixon,  and  the  other  half  to  his  son 
Samuel  Pierce.  Jesse,  Samuel  and  Joseph  Dixon  came  rom 
ham  county,  X.  O.,  about  1803,  and  located  in  Liberty,  lhey  were 
extensive  land  owners  in  the  township  and  Jesse  Dixon  ui  Jj-  m 
on  Salt  creek,  which  was  put  in  operation  about  180T. 
arranged  for  both  sawing  and  grinding,  and  was  operated  y 
until  his  death,  in  1825.  The  property  passed  into  the  hands  ol  n 
sons,  Abel  and  Joseph,  who  continued  the  milling  business  for  mauy 
years.  Nathan  Cox  became  a resident  of  the  township  about  as  ear  y 
as  the  Dixons;  and  Joseph  Cox  located  on  section  fourteen,  m 
He  had  a wife,  but  no  children,  and  both  died  on  tli is  property. 

Daniel,  George  and  J onathan  Dixon  located  on  section  ten  in  • 
When  the  land  came  on  the  market,  each  of  the  brothers 
quarter  of  the  section,  and  Nicholas  Cox  purchased  the  a 
Daniel  Dixon  died  of  cholera  in  1832,  leaving  a family  of  sev^!^ 
dren.  These  married  and  settled  in  the  vicinity.  His  son, 

Dixon,  spent  a long  and  useful  life  as  a resident  of  the  to^ros  ip> 
did  also  his  son  Elias.  A daughter,  Nancy,  married  J**00  '.a  ’ 

who  located  on  section  sixteen.  George  and  Jonathan  Dixon  1 
the  land  which  they  entered,  and  the  numerous  descendants  o ^ 
early  families  are  still  prominent  residents  of  the  county,  g 

whom  have  been  honored  "with  important  positions.  '.bn, 
and  James  Davis,  four  brothers,  located  on  lands  which  are 
known  as  the  Harness  farm,  about  1800,  and  lived  there  as  te™*11  a . 
many  years.  They  subsequently  removed  to  the  southern  pa  - 0 , , 
county,  and  northern  Pike  county,  where  they  became  weal  y ^ 

owners.  Abraham  Hiner  established  a tannery  on  the  banks  o 
nut  creek  about  1808,  his  farm  being  located  on  section  ofgi’  ^ 
Hiner  operated  the  tannery  for  some  twenty  year's,  or  until  his  e 
His  two  daughters  married  and  located  in  the  vicinity.  J°  ^ 
came  into  the  county  in  an  early  day,  and  entered  section  one,  m ^ 
western  part  of  Liberty  township.  This  he  sold  to  John  S e * 
1816,  but  the  latter  did  not  occupy  it  permanently  and  the  prope 
passed  into  other  hands. 
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George  Day  came  about.  1805,  or  a little  later,  and  settled  on  sec- 
tion eighteen,  a part  of  which  Mr.  Day  bought.  About  1831  he  sold 
out  and  removed  to  Indiana,  returning  three  years  later,  and  died  in 
Liberty  township.  He  was  a tailor  by  trade,  and  opened  a shop  at 
his  residence.  His  son,  William  Day,  was  a gunsmith  in  the  village 
of  Londonderry  for  about  thirty  years.  He  served  eighteen  years  as 
a justice  of  the  peace  in  Liberty  township.  James  and  Adam  Stew- 
art were  settlers  on  section  fifteen  as  early  as  1810,  and  both  ended 
their  lives  there.  Some  of  their  posterity  are  still  residents  of  the 
township.  Daniel  Peterman  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ross  county 
when  a youth,  and  located  in  the  valley  on  High  bank  prairie,  where 
he  spent  his  life.  Ho  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  in  his  native  state, 
Virginia,  and  followed  that  business  under  parental  rule,  but  when  he 
engaged  in  life's  duties  on  his  own  account,  he  forsook  the  hammer 
and  anvil,  and  allied  himself  with  agricultural  interests.  He  was  a 
quiet,  unassuming,  industrious  and  frugal  man,  who  lived  at  peace 
with  all  mankind.  Though  in  no  sense  an  office  3eeker,  he  neverthe- 
less held  various  offices  in  Lil>erty  township  during  his  long  life.  His 
descendants  are  still  residents  of  the  township,  where  they  are  well 
and  favorably  known. 

Simon  Ratcliff  accompanied  his  parents,  John  and  Ruth  Ratcliff, 
from  Chatham  county,  N.  C.,  and  found  a home  in  the  wilds  of  Ross 
county.  lie  was  bora  on  August  23,  1800,  and  the  colony  of  some 
forty  of  North  Carolinians  arrived  in  the  new  country  in  October, 
1804.  The  family  started  with  two  teams  and  wagons,  in  which  their 
household  effects,  women  and  children,  were  conveyed  from  their 
North  Carolina  home  to  Charleston,  Ya.,  the  men  walking,  and  driv- 
ing two  cows.  At  Charleston,  the  goods  were  transferred  to  a keel 
boat,  the  wagons  being  taken  apart  and  loaded  on  the  boat  with  the 
women  and  children,  while  the  animals  were  driven  through  over- 
land. At  that  time  there  was  no  wagon  road  through  the  forest. 
Arriving  at  Gallipolis,  the  goods  were  again  transferred  to  the 
wagons  and  the  journey  resumed  as  before.  The  family  encamped 
for  about  six  weeks  near  the  present  site  of  Richmond  Dale,  where 
friends  preceding  them  had  already  made  a temporary  settlement. 
The  father  entered  a quarter  section  of  land  in  Eagle  township,  then 
in  Ross  county,  but  now  in  Vinton.  The  family  consisted  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  Simon  was  the  youngest.  Two  sisters,  Ailise  and 
Ann,  were  married  when  they  came  to  the  county,  and  the  first  named 
had  three  children.  The  others  were  named  Susan,  Ruth,  Rachel, 
John,  Timothy,  Jesse,  Ezekiel,  and  Simon.  The  first  cooking  per- 
formed by  Mother  Ratcliff  after  arrival  was  the  roasting  of  a wild 
turkey,  which  was  performed  in  true  pioneer  style.  The  bird  was 
suspended  over  a fire  of  coals,  and  turned  and  “basted'’  to  the  nice 
brown  so  desirable  to  the  careful  housewife.  That  it  was  a palatable 
morsel  to  the  fifteen  ravenous  appetites  awaiting  it,  need  not  be  said. 
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Simon  Ratcliff  was  married  August  10,  1820,  to  Rachel,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Dixon.  She  was  bom  July  17,  1804.  After  their  marriage 
they  located  on  a piece  of  land  in  Eagle  township,  but  three  years 
later  removed  to  a farm  in  Vinton  county,  thence,  three  years  later, 
to  section  fourteen  in  Liberty  township,  where  they  lived  fourteen 
years.  Mr.  Ratcliff  then  removed  to  Londonderry  where  he  engaged 
in  merchandising  for  some  twenty  years,  superintending  his  farm  at 
the  same  time,  lie  then  retired  to  his  farm,  of  nearly  seven  hun- 
dred acre^s,  and  there  ended  his  days  in  the  elegant  country  home 
which  he  had  erected.  He  had  a family  of  eleven  children:  Har- 

riet, Ann,  Ruth,  Emma,  Rachel  W.,  Jane,  Pearly,  Jesse  and  Simon, 
and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  Numerous  descendants  of  this  early 
established  family  still  reside  in  Ross  county,  and  some  have  attained 
to  positions  of  prominence  in  political  life. 

Other  early  settlers  of  Liberty  who  were  identified  with  the  pioneer 
history,  though  not  of  the  first  settlers,  were : Jacob  Peterman,  Lem- 

uel Kilburn,  Joshua  Jones,  John  W.  Williamson,  Morris  Humphrey, 
Thomas  Corker,  Joseph  Dixon,  Joseph  Wilkins,  Jacob  Mace,  Samuel 
G.  Griffin. 

Branches  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & Dayton  and  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Southwestern  railway  systems  cross  Liberty  township,  both 
entering  near  the  northwest  comer,  and  passing  through  the  town- 
ship in  a southeasterly  direction.  The  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & Day- 
ton  follows  the  valley  of  the  Scioto,  leaving  Lilierty  township  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  Jefferson,  while  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  diverges 
more  to  the  eastward,  and  leaves  the  township  at  the  village  of  Vigo. 

Liberty  township  was  prolific  in  early  industries,  there  being  a 
number  of  saw  mills,  grist  mills,  distilleries,  tanneries,  and  carding 
mills,  constructed  and  operated  at  different  times  from  the  first  settle- 
ment, according  to  the  needs  of  the  various  communities  which  they 
served.  Ihese,  for  the  most  part,  were  of  brief  existence,  and,  in 
fact,  most  of  them  were  quickly  and  cheaplv  built  with  no  idea  of 
permanence,  beyond  the  demands  of  the  day! 

Amos  Kilburn  established  a fulling  mill  on  Salt  creek  about  1810. 
Iis  son  and  son-in-law,  about  the  same  time,  put  in  machinery  for  the 
manufacture  of  wooden-ware,  and  the  two  industries  "were  operated 
or  a few  years,  when  they  were  abandoned.  Jacob  Dixon  had  a dis- 
ti  eryand  carding  machine  on  Salt  creek  in  an  early  day;  and  Abra- 
am  akeman  established  a plant  of  similar  character  about  1825. 
lhe  latter  was  kept  in  operation  about  ten  vears.  Stephen  Wakeman, 
an  early  settler,  built  a grist  mill  alxmt  1830,  and  also  had  in  conneo- 
ion  a saw  mill  and  distillery.  These  were  located  on  Walnut  creek; 
>u  tie  motne  power  was  not  strong  enough  to  operate  the  crude 
mac  liner \,  and  after  a precarious  existence  of  some  twenty  vears,  the 
enei  prises  yere  abandoned.  The  first  carding  machinery  was 
brought  to  the  township  about  1820  by  William  Clayton.  He  also 
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had  a grist  mill  in  connection  with  the  wool  carding  machine.  This 
plant  was  located  on  a little  nm  near  Londonderry,  and  was  operated 
some  seven  or  eight  years.  The  carding  machine  established  by  Abel 
and  Joseph  Dixon,  in  the  J30’s  had  an  existence  of  more  than  half  a 
century,  and  was  operated,  in  later  years,  at  the  saw  mill  owned  by 
Elisha  Humphrey.  Isaac  Hegley  had  a distillery  on  William 
Kelley’s  farm  as  early  as  1812. 

Joseph  Cox,  Benjamin  Kerns,  Joseph  and  Samuel  Dixon  were 
among  the  first  to  plant  orchards  in  the  township. 

In  1812  Felix  Renick  laid  out  the  road  from  Chiliicotlie  to  Athens, 
through  Liberty  township.  He  was  prominent  in  every  feature  of 
early  development,  being  a well-known  surveyor,  ajid  his  profession 
brought  him  in  contact  with  many  of  the  early  settlers.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  associate  judges  of  the  county,  in  which  capacity  he  proved 
himself  to  be  a competent  and  influential  citizen. 

Janies  Kilgore  was  the  first  tavern  keeper  in  the  township,  his 
house  being  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  traveling  public  from  a very 
early  day  until  his  death.  He  also  had  a grist  mill  on  the  Scioto, 
near  the  point  where  the  railroad  crosses  the  river,  and  this  he  oper- 
ated until  his  death  from  cholera  in  1832.  Mr.  Kilgore  built  the 
first  brick  house  in  the  township  about  1804,  and  this  was  the  site  of 
the  pioneer  tavern,  being  located  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town- 
ship. 

William  Slaughter  taught  a school  in  the  east  part  of  the  township 
during  the  winter  of  1806-7.  John  A.  Dailey  was  another  early 
teacher.  The  log  house  in  which  Mr.  Dailey  taught  was  burned  after 
being  used  for  only  one  week.  This  building  of  the  truly  pioneer 
type  was  located  on  section  fifteen.  A building  was  then  hastily  con- 
structed on  section  fourteen,  in  which  Mr.  Dailey  was  permitted 
to  finish  the  term.  II is  successor  was  John  Stretch,  a carpen- 
ter, who  worked  at  his  trade  during  the  summer  months,  and 
taught  school  in  winter.  Stretch  was  the  designer  and  builder  of 
most  of  the  residences  and  barns  in  the  locality  which  wore  preten- 
tious enough  to  require  the  sendees  of  a skilled  mechanic.  A school 
was  taught  on  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Rawdes  in  the  west  part  of  the 
township  about  1818.  The  teacher  was  an  old  man  named  Greenlee. 
A little  later  a school  was  established  to  the  east  of  Walnut  creek  on 
land  subsequently  owned  by  the  Kelleys.  These  were  the  pioneer 
schools,  from  which  have  grown  a most  complete  educational  system, 
with  eleven  modem  school  houses,  located  at  convenient  distances 
from  all  of  the  pupils.  There  is  a good  graded  school  at  London- 
derry, where  pupils  desiring  higher  education  than  that  afforded  by 
the  district  schools  may  attend  at  nominal  cost. 

The  first  religious  meetings  of  which  there  is  any  record  were  held 
at  the  home  of  Alexander  McOlintick,  who  fitted  up  a room  in  his 
house,  where  public  meetings  were  held  as  early  as  1804.  A class  of 
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Presbyterians  was  organized  in  this  room  between  1804  and  1806, 
Mr.  McClintiek,  bis  wife  and  some  of  his  children  being  thefirst 
members.  Other  memliers  were  received  as  time  passed,  and  the 
organization  was  kept  up  until  the  death  of  Mr.  McClintiek  and  wife, 
after  which  the  sendees  were  discontinued.  Rev.  Hr.  Wilson,  ot 
Chillicothe,  was  the  first  preacher  and  organizing  pastor.  The 
church  was  in  existence  about  fifteen  .Years. 

A Christian  church  was  built  in  Londonderry  about  1832,  known 
as  the  Liberty  church,  and  was  designed  for  the  use  of  all  worshiping 
people.  Previous  to  the  erection  of  the  church,  public  services  were 
held  in  private  residences,  bams,  and  in  the  groves.  The  organiza- 
tion of  a church  was  effected  in  1820  bv  Rev.  Enoch  Haney. 
Joseph  Barker  was  a local  preacher  in  the  community,  and  other  min- 
isters from  distant  points  visited  the  settlement  in  official  capacity, 
among  whom  were  Rev.  Barton  Stone,  from  Kentucky,  and  others 
equally  renowned.  The  church  building  was  burned  in  1S62. 

The  Londonderry  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  about 
1820  as  a culmination  of  the  efforts  of  various  traveling  ministers 
covering  a period  of  several  years’  labors.  The  home  of  Wil  iam 
Jones  was  always  open  to  the  itinerant  preachers,  and  he  catere  to 
their  temporal  wants  in  true  pioneer  style.  As  a precautionary 
measure,  he  placed  a pitcher  of  whiskey  at  a point  of  easy  access. 
The  congregation  met  for  sendees  at  the  school  house  for  several  vearsi 
before  the  church  was  built.  A frame  building  was  erected  a m 
1830,  which  sensed  the  people  for  a quarter  of  a century,  when  it  was 
sold  and  removed.  In  1836  a comfortable  brick  building  succee 
the  old  frame,  and  was  built  on  the  same  site.  The  organization  ha 
been  maintained  from  its  first  inception,  and  is  now  numerica  y 
strong  and  in  a flourishing  condition.  Some  of  the  first  members  o 
this  church  were  William  Jones  and  wife ; Josiali  and  Robert  Drum 
monel,  with  their  wives;  Amos  T.  Mendenhall  and  wife;  John  Rams, 
Benjamin  Drummond  and  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  Wesson,  James  and  Join 
Mendenhall,  brothers,  and  Thomas  Corken  and  wife. 

Concord  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  in  1826,  m 
which  year  the  deed  conveying  the  church  lot  was  placed  on  recor 
by  Leonard  Weaver,  the  donor.  Meetings  were  held  in  private 
houses  for  some  years  before  the  church  was  built.  The  first  c“ul.*L 
building  erected  was  a small  frame  structure  which  was  occupi 
until  1878,  when  a handsome  new  church  was  built  near  the  site  of  t e 
old  one.  This  building  has  been  used,  as  desired,  by  other  religious 
denominations,  by  temperance  lecturers,  and  other  meetings  ot  a 
moral  or  religious  nature.  Among  the  early  members  of  this  society 
were  the  families  of  Leonard  Weaver,  Samuel  King,  John  Climer, 
Caleb  Odell,  Thomas  Orr,  and  others.  Benjamin  Drummond  trans- 
ferred his  membership  from  the  Londonderry'  church  to  this  at  a later 
date.  Concord  church  has  been  a source  of  great  power  and  influence 
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for  good  in  the  community,  and  is  today  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  influential  religious  organizations  in  the  township. 

The  Friends  church  in  Londonderry  was  organized  in  1865  by 
John  Henry  Douglas  and  Gresham  Perdue.  The  first  meetings  of 
this  sect  were  held  in  the  Methodist  church,  which  the  congregation 
occupied  for  three  or  four  years.  About  1869  they  erected  a church 
building  in  the  west  part  of  the  village,  which  has  been  occupied  con- 
tinuously. Previous  to  the  completion  of  the  building,  the  names  of 
some  thirty  or  forty  members  were  added  to  the  organizing  force,  thus 
demonstrating  that  there  was  a liberal  following  of  the  teachings  of 
Fox  and  Penn  in  the  community. 

A burial  ground  was  established  at  Schooley’s  station  about  1800, 
and  this  was  probably  the  first  within  the  bounds  of  the  township. 
A few  years  later  a graveyard  was  opened  a short  distance  north  of 
Londonderry,  in  which  William  Cox  was  buried  in  1808.  There  is 
a cemetery  connected  with  the  Friends  church  in  Londonderry,  and 
another  in  connection  with  Concord  church,  located  to  the  west  of 
Rattlesnake  knob. 

A regular  mail  route  was  opened  between  Chillicothe  and  Athens 
in  1832.  The  first  carrier  was  J aeob  Minton,  who  traveled  on  horse- 
back. A few  years  later,  as  the  roads  were  improved,  a regular  stage 
line  was  put  in  operation,  and  continued  until  the  completion  of  the 
railroad,  when  the  latter  absorbed  its  business. 
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SCIOTO  TOWNSHIP. 

) to  ^P1*^  16,  180.3,  Scioto  township  existed  under 

territorial  authority  for  the  convenience  of  the  people  in 
t le  a justinent  of  local  affairs.  Justices  and  other  neces- 
, , , sary  civil  officers  were  appointed  by  the  governor.  On  the 

• a u)p,  'v’ri|teib  an  act  was  passed  by  the  State  legislature,  pro- 
, 18  ^ le  asso^iate  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in 
rvMlf  ^ eVer,y  Ci]unty  this  State,  shall  meet  on  the  tenth  day 

oijiay  next,  at  the  places  where  courts  are  to  be  held,  and  shall  pro- 
r . ° ?Y  ol)l  * !^lr  cou|Rh*s,  respectively,  into  a convenient  number 

* i WnS  Accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  law,  exist- 

rlJL*  -011n  W.er(?  affirmed,  changed  or  abandoned,  according  to  the 
sions  o ie  judges,  while  some  new  organizations  were  effected. 

afot^n<lTt,0ni0f  act  further : “That  the  judges 

r • K S a ’ at  !Jle  *im.e  place  aforesaid,  appoint  to  each  town- 
thp^tw^T^1*  1Jllln^er^  justices  of  the  peace,  who  shall  be  elected  on 
said  inT  ' ^ f.r'V  'Plne?  at  suc^  place  in  each  township  as  the 

‘An  \TCCt’  aMT<?cable  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled, 

An  act  direct, ng  the  mode  of  conducting  elections/  ” 

tcJnMnVn  and  genepall-v  ™<*ewtood,  that  Scioto  is  the  oldest 
of  the  JrrJ1  r 88  ’ anc^  js  probable;  but  the  court  record 

“Reuben  A?6  ln^  ° | jle  associate  judges  of  Ross  county  shows  that 
of  Ross  er>n  f 1 1i‘m  PaWon  ail(l  Felix  Renick,  associate  judges 

1803  and  nr V’  TV*'  * courthoils^  on  Tuesday,  the  tenth  of  May, 
different  tow  W*  ^ .ro^a^  an<l  establish  the  boundaries  of  the 

peace  to  l>e  e^  Vl ^ * 118  county,  and  to  apportion  the  justices  of  the- 
Ki ^tovmsh^  m T *°r  ^ T1^  « record  shows  that 

the  boundaries  SflAVeiC/ len  ^^Hslied  for  Ross  county,  and  defines 
“Beginning  attlW  /et^™lne<^  f°r  Scioto  township,  as  follows: 
thence  south  twent  S °i  t^6  r°ac*  a^°ve  ^le  house  of  Henry  Massie, 
de?f es’  wst  to  the  road  leading  to  Swearin- 
creek  T ^ to  Paint  creek;  thence  up  Paint 

the  lower  end  of  sniT'^  °W  ^lncont  Haller’s;  thence  south  from 
lower  end  of  sa.d  narrows  to  the  apper  boundaries  of  Pee  Pc* 
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township;  thence  with  said  boundary  to  the  beginning.”  The  quali- 
fied electors  of  this  township  were  required  to  “meet  at  the  courthouse 
in  Chillicothe  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  the  following  June,  then  and 
there  to  elect  four  justices  of  the  peace.”  Soon  after  this  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  was  created  who,  by  virtue  of  their  office, 
had  jurisdiction  of  the  matter  of  erecting  new  townships  and  chang- 
ing township  boundaries.  Since  that  time  much  territory  formerly 
embraced  within  Ross  county  has  been  absorbed  in  the  organization 
of  new  counties,  and  sohie  entire  townships  transferred.  The  remain- 
ing townships  have  been  subdivided  in  the  erection  of  new  ones, 
Scioto  contributing  its  share  to  this  end. 

September  *6,  1806,  the  south  part  of  Scioto  and  the  northern  part 
of  Pee  Pee  (now  in  Pike  county)  were  united  in  forming  the  present 
township  of  Franklin.  August  13,  1807,  the  line  between  Scioto 
and  Twin  townships  was  readjusted  as  follows : “Beginning  at  Paint 
creek,  at  the  upper  of  the  narrows  at  the  mouth  of  Cattail  run ; thence 
a due  south  line  to  the  dividing  ridge  between  Sunfish  and  Paint 
creeks.”  On  the  23d  of  August,  1809,  it  was  “ordered  that  the  line 
between  Union  and  Scioto  townships  be  run  as  follows:  Beginning 

on  the  east  bank  of  North  Paint,  on  the  line  between  James  Porter 
and  Robert  McDill ; thence  a straight  line  to  the  junction  of  the  Deer 
creek  and  Limestone  roads.”  June  20,  1810,  a part  of  Union  town- 
ship was  set  off  and  attached  to  Scioto  township  “by  a line  beginning 
at  the  fork  of  the  Deer  creek  and  Limestone  roads ; thence  a straight 
line  to  the  southeast  corner  of  Cohnan’s  sunny  on  main  Paint;  thence 
wdth  the  southwest  line  of  said  survey  to  the  creek.”  This  action 
restored  a portion  of  the  territory  previously  detached  by  the  order 
of  August  23d,  1809.  On  the  5th  of  March,  1811,  Scioto  contrib- 
uted a slice  of  territory  from  the  southwnst  part,  in  forming  Hunt- 
ington township. 

April  8,  1818,  the  last  important  change  in  boundaries  was  made, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  following:  “Ordered  that  Scioto  town- 

ship be  extended  from  the  mouth  of  the  north  fork  of  Paint  creek, 
thence  up  the  main  Paint,  with  the  meanders  thereof,  to  the  mouth 
of  Cattail  run ; from  thence  a straight  direction  to  the  bridge  on  the 
north  fork  of  Paint  creek ; thence  down  said  creek  to  the  intersection 
of  a line  run  by  Jeremiah  McLene  between  Scioto  and  Union  town- 
ships.” The  boundaries  of  the  township  are  very  irregular,  as  are 
nearly  all  of  those  in  the  military  district.  Scioto  township  has  a 
greater  extent  of  water  boundary  than  any  other  township  in  the 
county,  having  about  eight  miles  on  the  Scioto  river  and  five  miles  on 
Paint  creek.  Adjoining  townships  are  Springfield  and  Liberty  on 
the  east,  Franklin  southeast,  Huntington  on  the  south,  Twin  on  the 
west,  and  Union  on  the  north. 

The  topographical  features  of  the  township  are  peculiarly  striking, 
and  embrace  a great  variety  of  natural  scenery.  The  hroad  and  fer- 
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tile  vallev  of  the  Scioto,  with  the  Paint  creek  valley,  equally  as  rich 
and  productive,  are  the  principal  sources  of  agricultural  wealtft. 
That  this  particular  spit  was  chosen  l>v  the  first  settlers  of  the  valley, 
who  had  the  choice  of  a vast  scope  of  country  from  which  to  select, 
is  evidence  sufficient  of  the  wonderfully  productive  character  ol  tie 
soil.  The  adjacent  hill  lands,  which  in  some  instances  approach  tne 
character  of  mountains,  are  also  well  adapted  to  apicii  tiiw.  m 
horticultural  purposes.  On  the  summit  of  some  of  the  j 

are  found  hroad  table-lands,  or  plateaus,  which  are  well  improved  ana 
highly  productive.  Xear  the  city  of  Chillicothe,  at  the  western  e g 
of  the  vallev,  is  a series  of  high*  hills  assuming  the  form  of  a semi- 
circle, from  north  to  the  south  of  the  city,  touching*  the  city  at  one 
point.  From  the  summit  of  this  a magnificent  view  of  tie  ci  v 
afforded,  including  a broad  expanse  of  the  valley,  above  an  * 0 • 
To  the  eastward  may  he  seen  the  mountainous  range  o 1 8 , 

Springfield  township,  including  Mount  Logan,  of  historic  ame,  an 
several  others  of  almost  equal  altitude.  On  the  lofty  crtst  o one 
these  hills,  within  the  limits  of  Chillicothe,  is  now  located  Grana 
View  cemetery,  the  principal  burial  place  of  the  city.  toh\ 
"point,  which  marks  the  angle  lietween  the  Scioto  and  Paint  cree ' 
levs,  and  commanding  a view  of  both,  the  sight  is  most  en  ranci  © 
It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  on  one  of  his  tours  through  this  cw  - 
try,  visited  this  now  sacred  s]a>t,  and  afterward  remarked  t m ie 
seldom  seen  a more  magnificent  landscape  than  the  one  t ere  ] 
sented  to  the  eve."  Bayard  Taylor,  the  great  traveler  an  na  ura  > 
reiterated  Webster’s  statement  in  1853.  Rocky  Gorge^or  * 
Cliffs, ” is  a geological  freak  on  the  southwestern  boun  ai\  0 
township,  which  has  l>een  visited  by  many  geologists  o more  1 
local  celebrity.  This  interesting  point  is  located  on  Paint  cree  ’ , 
is  geologically  termed  the  “new  valley”  of  that  stream,  ca11^  v™ -g 
recession  of  the  waters  during  the  prehistoric  glacial  peri  • ^ 

phenomenon  consists  in  a radical  change  of  the  course  o tie  ci  > 
wherein  it  was  forced  to  leave  the  valley  and  cut  its  wa)  throng  i 
nigged  bluffs  in  a gorge  which  is  estimated  to  lie  from  one  iun 
to  two  hundred  feet  or  more  in  depth,  with  steep,  precipitously 
of  rock.  The  adjacent  bluffs  are  at  some  points  along  this  con 
high  as  five  hundred  feet,  in  a continuous  wall  of  rock,  ^10^n  \oVj 
sionally  on.  the  north  side  by  the  passage  of  small  streams  w ic 
from  the  north.  The  waters  of  Paint  creek  pass  through  tns 
channel  for  a distance  of  about  four  miles,  when  they  re-enter  e 
course1,  and  pass  on  as  before.  It  is  assuredly  a most 
spot,  and  has  attracted  the  attention  of  noted  geologists  of  t e a 
The  first,  settlers  of  this  township  were  largely  of  the  class  o 
frontiersmen  who  accompanied  the  Massie  party,  and  were  i e ... 
with  the  settlement  of  Chillicothe.  Some  remained  in 
for  a time,  and  subsequently  sought  homes  on  the  rich  lands  a ja 
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while  others  came  a few  years  later,  so  that  the  lands  of  Scioto  town- 
ship were  very  generally  occupied  by  actual  settlers  at  an  early  date 
in  the  history  of  the  last  century. 

General  Massie  made  his  first  surveys  within  the  present  limits  of 
Scioto  township  in  1793,  but  the  occupancy  of  the  lands  was  deferred 
because  of  Indian  troubles  until  the  settlement  of  Chillicothe,  in 
1796.  The  first  surveys  were  made  along  the  Scioto  river  and  in  the 
valleys  of  the  two  forks  of  Paint  creek,  because  of  tbe  superior  qual- 
ity of  the  lands  at  these  points.  The  less  desirable  lands  remote 
from  the  stream,  and  in  the  hilly  districts,  were  not  surveyed  or 
entered  until  a later  period,  in  fact  a few  surveys  were  made  in  these 
districts  as  late  as  1847. 

Virginians  held,  bv  far,  the  larger  part  of  the  lands  included  in  the 
first  surveys,  many  of  whom  never  settled  upon  their  holdings,  but 
held  them  for  sale  to  actual  settlers.  Among  the  earliest  of  these 
surveys  were  Survey  No.  592,  of  eleven  hundred  acres,  made  of  Will- 
iam Reynolds,  October  5,  1793;  Survey  No.  1,260,  one  hundred 
acres,  made  for  William  Lawson,  October  6,  1793  ; Survey  No.  2,216, 
of  five  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres,  made  for  Thomas  Lewis,  Octo- 
ber 7,  1793.  On  the  same  date  Survey  No.  562,  of  two  thousand 
acres,  made  for  Francis  Coleman  ; Survey  No.  529,  of  twelve  hundred 
acres,  made  for  Mayo  Carrington,  November  3,  1793;  Survey  No. 
2,217,  of  fourteen  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  made  for  Nicholas  Tal- 
liaferro,  June  16,  1797;  Survey  No.  1,418,  of  one  thousand  acres, 
made  for  John  Harris,  March  18,  1799;  Survey  No.  235,  of  twelve  i 
hundred  acres,  made  for  (diaries  Scott,  September  10,  1800;  Survey* 
No.  4,192,  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  made  for  Duncan 
McArthur,  March  29,  1805 ; Survey  No.  4,294,  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty-five  acres,  made  for  Uias  Langham,  June  3,  1805;  Survey  No. 
7,861,  of  one  hundred  acres,  made  for  Mathew  Hobson,  November  9, 
1813;  Survey  No.  4,727,  of  two  hundred  acres,  made  for  John  and 
William  Messliimon,  May  15,  1815;  Survey  No.  8,506,  of  two  hun-- 
dred  and  fifty-five  acres,  made  for  Cad  wall  ader  Wallace,  September 
2,  1815  ; Survey  No.  6,729,  of  two  hundred  acres,  made  for  Angus  L. 
Langham,  April  3,  1817;  Survey  No.  9,273,  of  two  hundred  acres, 
made  for  Cadwallader  Wallace,  June  18,  1818.  The  hist  survey  in 
the  township,  so  far  as  the  records  show,  was  made  under  No.  15,062, 
embracing  nineteen  acres.  This  was  on  the  15th  of  February,  1847. 

The  Reynolds  survey,  the  first  made  in  the  township,  was  pur- 
chased, mostly,  by  two  brothers,  John  and  William  Patton.  It  lies 
just  south  of  Chillicothe.  John  Patton  came  in  1796  and  built  a 
two-story  log  bouse  on  the  land  and  moved  his  family  from  Kentucky 
and  occupied  the  house  in  1797.  In  1801  he  built  a stone  addition, 
also  two  stories  high,  and  this  is  yet  standing.  After  sixty  years,  tho 
log  part  was  replaced  with  brick.  William  Patton  came  to  Scioto 
11—24 
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township  in  1700,  and  built  a log  house  which  he  weather-boarded. 
This  stood  near  the  Paint  street  bridge.  The  original  survey  of 
eleven  hundred  acres  has  l>een  owned  for  a hundred  years  by  these  two 
early  pioneers  and  their  descendants.  John  and  Margaret  Haynes 
came  with  their  families  from  Charlestown,  Va.,  in  1808.  After  a 
two  years’  residence  in  Chillicothe,  they  settled  on  Carringtons  sur- 
vey in  the  western  part  of  the  township.  John  Haynes  was  a black- 
smith by  occupation,  and  his  mechanical  knowledge  led  him  into  the 
milling  business  at  an  early  day  when  he  owned  three  mills  on  Paint 
creek.  His  son,  John  S.  Haynes,  succeeded  to  the  property,  and 
occupied  the  old  homestead  during  a long  and  active  life. 

John  Kirkpatrick  came  from  Cambridge,  Ky.,  in  1797.  His 
daughter  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Samuel  McAdow,  well  known  in  the 
pioneer  history  of  ( ’hillieothe,  where  she  was  bom  at  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century.  John  Kirkpatrick  located  on  a farm  of  three 
hundred  acres  three  miles  south  of  the  cit.v,  where  he  died  at  the  ago 
of  ninety-one.  Samuel  Ewdng  emigrated  from  Pittsburg  in  1806. 
He  wras  an  active  and  progressive  business  man  who  made  a success 
of  his  efforts  in  the  new-  country.  Being  a saddler  and  harness 
maker,  he  at  once  opened  up  a prosperous  business,  wdiich  he  operate 
In  the  furtherance  of  his  business  interests,  lie 


his 


until  his  death. 

would  receive  in  payment,  for  goods  such  farm  products  as  #lu 
customers  had  to  sell,  and  he  soon  established  a lively  trade  with 
the  southern  markets,  whither  he  wrould  convey  cargoes  of  flour,  por', 
w’heat  or  whiskey,  by  way  of  the  tedious  flat-boat  route.  The  expos- 
ures incident  to  these  frequent  trips  no  doubt  shortened  his  life. 
He  died  in  1857,  leaving  five  children,  four  of  vdiom  remained  in  t le 
county,  and  one  Wated  in  Colorado.  John  E.  Ewring  learned  t e 
business  under  his  father’s  tutorship,  and  operated  it  successfu  y 
for  many  years  after  his  father’s  death.  Alexander  Ewnng,  a brot  er 
of  Samuel,  came  until  the  latter  and  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  busi- 
ness. Descendants  of  both  of  these  pioneers  still  live  in  the  county. 

Hugh  Ghonnlov  established  a home  in  Scioto  township  as  early  as 
1806.  He  uras  a native  of  Cumberland  county,  Pa.  He  bought  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  southeast  of  Chillicothe  upon  which  the  fann  v 
lived  for  several  years,  Mr.  Ghormley  in  the  meantime  operating  a 
carpcMveaving  establishment  in  the  city.  Subsequently  he  bong 
a farm  near  Paint  creek,  but  returned  to  the  city  to  live,  and  die 
here  in  1848.  Thomas  Ghormley,  a son  of  Hugh,  wrasbom  in  P^j 
sylvania,  July  6,  1799.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Steele,  of  Cm  - 
licothe,  in  1835.  He  was  a man  prominent  in  the  business,  socia 
and  political  affairs  of  the  city,  in  which  he  unis  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  served  four  years  as 
treasurer  and  tw-o  terms  as  sheriff.  His  brother  James  lost  his  hm 
in  the  civil  war,  being  one  of  the  many  victims  of  Andersonville  atroc 
ities.  The  ‘‘Pioneer  Record”  of  Ross  countv  gives  the  following 
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names  as  representing  early  established  families  in  west  Scioto: 
William  Rogers,  Andrew  and  George  Pontius,  Peter  Porter,  James, 
Robert,  Joseph,  Jacob  and  William  McDill;  Michael,  Thomas  and 
Robert  Adams;  James  McCrea,  Joseph  Clark,  William  Robinson, 
Enos  and  John  Pursell,  Jacob  Grundy,  Richard  and  John  Acton, 
Thomas,  Robert  and  William  Brown,  William  Poole,  James  Danans, 
John  and  George  Recobs,  Daniel  Dixon,  Robert  Worthington, 
Thomas  Shields,  James  Pryor,  Hugh  and  James  Cochran,  Samuel 
Smith,  Daniel  Augustus,  James  Carr,  James  Armstrong,  Thomas 
Earle,  Thomas  Junk,  and  Thomas  Arthur.  The  last  named  lacked 
hut  a few  months  of  rounding  out  a full  century  on  life’s  tempestuous 
journey. 

The  family  of  Nicholas  Haynes  located  in  west  Scioto  in  1808,  and 
two  sons,  Ilenry  and  John  Haynes,  became  prominent  and  well  known 
citizens  of  the  county  where  their  lives  have  been  spent.  Hugh  and 
Alonzo  Carson  were  also  among  the  early  settlers,  as  were  the  Sulli- 
van and  Dunn  families.  The  Creamer  brothers,  Isaac,  Jacob, 
Andrew  and  Adam,  settled  near  the  river  in  east  Scioto.  Adam 
Creamer  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  under  General  Greene, 
while  several  of  his  sons  were  soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  served 
under  General  Harrison. 

The  colored  race  was  represented  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
county.  Some  of  these  were  liberated  slaves,  whose  former  masters 
brought  them  to  the  new  country  as  freemen,  while  others  were  born 
free.  Thomas  Watson,  a colored  man,  was  a.  resident  of  Scioto  town- 
ship in  1T0U ; Henry  Evans  in  1 7 D8  ; Nelson  Piles  in  1800;  Samuel 
Nichol  in  1808;  Abram  Xichol  in  1800;  Peter  James  in  1812,  and 
Henry  Hill  in  1813.  Many  descendants  of  these  pioneer  colored 
people  still  live  in  the  township,  and  it  must  be  said  to  their  credit 
that  they  are,  with  few  exceptions,  law-abiding,  honest,  and  indus- 
trious citizens,  whose1  usefulness  has  been  recognized  and  appreciated 
by  the  well-meaning,  thoughtful  inhabitants.  Some  of  the  worthy 
colored  people  of  Chill ieothe  have  been  honored  with  places  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  in  which  they  have  proved  themselves  honest  and 
capable.  They  have  representation  on  the  police  force,  and  in  the 
postoffice  department.  They  have  two  churches  in  the  city,  besides 
various  lodges  and  social  organizations.  Their  children  are  not 
required  to  attend  separate  schools,  though  one  is  provided ; and 
when  they  are  ready  to  pass  into  the  high  school  the  races  are  united, 
and  pursue  their  further  studies  under  the  same  instructors. 

Scioto  township  does  not  differ  materially  from  the  other  town- 
ships of  the  county  in  regard  to  early  industries.  The  pioneer  mills, 
distilleries,  churches  and  schools  had  their  existence,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  the  latter,  have  mostly  passed  away,  with  the  increasing 
prominence  of  Chillicothe  as  a marketing  and  trading  point,  coupled 
with  the  superior  advantages  of  the  city  in  a religious  and  educar 
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tional  way.  But  there  are  several  suburban  manufacturing  plants 
catering  largely  to  the  city  trade.  Among  these  are  numerous  brick 
and  tile  factories,  extensive  market  gardening  industries,  and  numer- 
ous plants  for  the  propagation  of  seeds  and  flowers.  Connected  wit 
the  extensive  raising  of  cereals  and  stock,  many  of  the  farmers  a so 
combine  fruit  growing,  in  which  industry  they  are  generally  success- 
ful. Scioto  township  has  in  the  neighborhood  of  five  hundred  acres 
devoted  exclusively  to  commercial  orchards  and  vineyards.  These 
are  divided  in  about  the  following  order:  Apples  one  hundred  acres 

with  seven  thousand  trees ; peaches,  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  an 
about  sixty  thousand  trees ; grapes,  about  eighty  acres,  and  two  hun- 
dred thousand  vines.  In  the  cultivation  of  berries  of  various  kin  s, 
at  least  fifty  acres  are  in  constant  use,  yielding  the  supplies  for  home 
consumption,  with  a large  surplus  for  the  market.  Chillicothe  is  one 
of  the  largest  fruit-shipping  points  in  Ohio.  The  principal  grain 
crop  is  wheat  and  corn,  for  the  production  of  which  the  different-  soi  s 
are  admirably  adapted.  Corn  is  the  staple  product,  and  this  is  gen- 
erally fed  to  cattle  and  hogs,  these  being  the  source  of  principa 
income.  Horses  and  sheep  are  also  raised  with  profit,  on  the  nc 
grazing  fields  afforded  bv  the  well-watered  hillsides,  which  are  not 
available  for  profitable  cultivation.  . 

There  are  twelve  school  districts  in  Scioto  township,  exclusive  o 
the  Chillicothe  public,  private  and  parochial  schools.  With  a care- 
fully graded  course  of  study,  these  give  the  persisting  students  the 
advantages  of  a good  common  school  education,  and  fit  their  graduates 
for  the  ordinary  business  of  life. 
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Harry  S.  Adams,  auditor  of  Ross  county,  is  a native  of  Franklin 
county,  Pa*,  bom  March  11,  1801.  His  parents  were  John  H.  and 
Ann  E.  (Stover)  Adams,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  still 
living  at  Waynesboro  in  that  state.  The  father  has  spent  his  life 
principally  in  hotel-keeping  at  Greencastle,  Pa.,  also  dealing  con- 
siderably in  live  stock,  making  a specialty  of  horses.  He  has  liv- 
ing a family  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters:  Maude,  the  wife 

of  Harvey  Ziegler,  Adams  express  agent  at  Hagerstown,  Md. ; 
Harry  S.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; Ida,  widow  of  Oscar  Thomp- 
son, at  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  William  G.,  engaged  in  the  stove  and  tin 
business  at  Waynesboro;  Charles,  employed  by  the  Frick  company 
in  building  ice  machinery  and  living  in  Waynesboro;  Myrtle,  now 
Mrs.  Frank  Koontz,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; Clara,  wife  of  Lee 
Deihl,  jeweler  at  Shippensburg,  Pa.;  Anna,  unmarried;  Stover  D., 
engaged  with  the  Frick  company.  Harry  S.  Adams,  the  second  bora 
of  the  children,  was  educated  at  the  Greencastle  (Pa.)  high  school. 
March  10,  1870,  he  came  west  and  located  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years  in  the  clothing  business.  Subsequently 
he  took  a course  in  the  Cincinnati  medical  college,  and  later  studied 
law.  He  did  not,  however,  enter  professional  life,  and  went  to 
Hamilton,  where  he  was  in  business  for  several  years.  The  next 
move  was  to  Chillicothe,  where  he  arrived  in  April,  1885,  and 
embarked  in  merchant  tailoring  as  a cutter.  In  March,  1895,  less 
than  ten  years  after  his  arrival,  he  was  elected  county  auditor  and 
took  possession  of  the  office  on  November  19,  1890.  He  was 
re-elected  in  1898.  November  1,  1901,  Mr.  Adams  purchased  the 
business  of  the  Chillicothe  Lumber  company  from  S.  and  C.  E. 
Bice,  a foreign  corporation.  lie  carries  a full  line  of  building 
materials  and  operates  a planing  mill  in  connection  therewith* 
June  27,  1889,  Mr.  Adams  was  manned  to  Mattie  B.,  daughter  of 
Elmer  II.  Clark,  a native  of  Maysville,  Ivy.,  but  a resident  of  Chilli- 
cothe from  childhood.  They  have  one  child,  Arline  C.,  of  eleven 
years.  Mr.  Adams,  like  all  the  family  of  that  name,  is  a stanch 
Republican,  has  been  quite  active  in  politics,  and  is  popular  both 
as  an  official  and  private  citizen.  He  is  equally  prominent  and 
active  in  fraternity  circles.  In  Masonry  he  has  attained  the  Knight 
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Templar  degrees  and  is  past  principal  officer  in  the  various  lodges  of 
the  order.  He  is  a past-grand  in  Odd  Fellowship,  and  past  exalted 
ruler  of  the  order  of  Elks.  With  his  wife  and  daughter  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Walnut  street  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Chilli- 
cothe. 

Robert  D.  Alexander,  city  clerk  of  Chillicothe,  was  horn  in  that 
citv,  February  3,  1879.  llis  father,  Robert  W.  S.  Alexander,  a 
native  of  Danville,  III,  born  in  1S51,  was  employed  in  early  man- 
hood for  seventeen  vears  as  a conductor  on  various  railroads  in  0 10, 
Illinois,  Indiana  and  Wisconsin.  About  1S70,  he  located  in  Chil- 
licothe  and  followed  railroading  for  some  ten  years,  after  whic  e 
engaged  in  the  produce  business,  to  which  he  has  since  added  gro- 
ceries. He  was  married  in  Chicago  to  Anna  Brown,  who  was  orn 
near  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  there  grew  up  to  womanhood.  Thg\  ® 
a family  of  six  children:  Ella  M.,  Robert  1).,  Charles  Z.,  Ma  e 

Elizabeth  (now  dead),  Earl  Scott  and  Warner  Franklin.  A arc 
at  home  except  Charles,  who  is  employed  in  a wholesale  mercaiiti  e 
house  at  Kansas  City.  Rol>ert  I>.  Alexander  was  educated  in  t ie 
public  schools  of  Chiilicot.be  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  scioo 
in  the  class  of  1800.  In  November  of  the  same  year,  in  company 
with  friends,  he  made  a trip  through  the  west,  spending  one  inont 
in  Colorado,  thence  into  New  Mexico  and  Lower  California  for  sev^ 
eral  months’  sojourn,  returning  by  way  of  San  Francisco,  Bntis 
Columbia,  and  Canada,  reaching  home  in  June,  1807.  In  Octo  r 
of  the  following  year  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  the  tutors  up 
of  Silas  F.  Garrett,  of  Chillicothe,  which  he  continued  for  about  two 
years.  In  April,  1001,  Mr.  Alexander  was  appointed  as  a Demo- 
crat to  the  office  of  city  clerk  of  Chillicothe,  for  a two  years  term. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Ordei,  an 
attends  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  being  a worker  in  the  Sunt  ay 
school  of  the  latter;  is  a young  man  of  excellent  habits  and  popu  ar 
address,  and  gives  promise  of  a career  of  usefulness. 

William  Andree,  pastor  of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Chillicothe,  is  the  last  of  a long  line  of  hard  working  an 
zealous  ministers  that  have  had  charge  of  this  well  known  house  o 
worship.  The  church  was  established  in  1840  with  a members  up 
of  eleven,  the  first  pastor  being  Rev.  J.  A.  Geiger.  For  ten  years 
it  was  a mission,  but  in  1850,  under  the  ministerial  management  o 
Rev.  Christian  Helwig,  the  present  building  was  erected  at  89  Sou 
Mulberry  street,  since  which  time  the  church  has  been  in  continuous 
existence,  and  at  present  has  a membership  of  seventy-seven.  .r‘ 
Andree  was  born  in  Germany,  June  10,  1844.  He  was  educat  m 
his  native  country,  and  when  nineteen  years  old  came  witi  19 
parents  to  America.  His  mother  died  in  the  trip  over;  the  fat  er 
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located  in  Canada,  and  there  William  Andree  prepared  himself  for 
the  ministry  and  preached  five  years.  In  1872,  he  removed-  to 
Goshen,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  two  years  and  then  entered  upon 
one  of  those  periods  of  frequent  changes  and  short  sojourns  which 
are  characteristic  of  the  itinerant  system  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  From  Goshen  he  went  to  Lansing,  Mich.,  for  three  years; 
to  Defiance,  O.,  for  a similar  term ; then  to  Canal  Dover  for  another 
three  years,  succeeded  by  an  equal  period  at  Vermillion.  The  next 
appointment  in  Ohio  lasted  four  years,  which  was  followed  by  three 
at  Marietta,  the  same  at  Akron  and  Pomeroy  and  one  year  at  Law- 
rencehurg,  Ind.  From  the  place  last  mentioned  Mr.  Andree  came 
in  September,  1000,  to  Chillicothe,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
July  4,  1871,  he  was  married  in  Canada  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Mahler, 
a native  of  that  country,  who  died  April  11,  1801,  leaving  eight 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living.  October  12,  1808,  Mr.  Andree 
took  a second  wife  in  the  |>erson  of  Mrs.  Malinda  E.  (Unnewehr) 
Davis,  of  Batesville,  Ind.  Herman  J.  Andree,  son  bv  the  first  mar- 
riage, was  for  six  years  a student  at  Buchtel  college  in  Akron,  O. 
In  June,  1001,  he  joined  the  Baldwin-Zeigler  polar  expedition, 
which  set  out  a few  days  later  from  one  of  the  Scottish  ports  in  hope 
of  being  the  first  to  reach  the  long  sought  northern  extremity  of  the 
earth. 

Henry  W.  Arledge,  a well-to-do-farmer  and  extensive  dealer  in 
stock,  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  Ross  county,  as  his  success  has 
been  due  to  his  own  hard  work  and  perseverance.  Ilis  parents  were 
Isaac  and  Polly  (Morrison)  Arledge,  both  natives  of  Xorth  Caro- 
lina, who  came  to  Vinton  county,  Ohio,  in  youth.  Having  acquired 
a very  fair  education  for  those  days,  Isaac  put  it  to  good  use  by  earn* 
ing  a living  as  teacher  for  some  years.  Eventually  he  settled  down 
to  farming  and  made  that  the  occupation  of  his  life.  He  died  about 
1858,  his  wife’s  death  having  occurred  in  1844.  They  reared  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  only  three  are  now  living. 
Henry  W.  Arledge,  ninth  of  the  children,  was  born  in  Vinton  county, 
December  12,  1832.  In  early  manhood  ho  went  to  Missouri,  but 
soon  returned  to  Ohio  and  settled  permanently  in  Ross  county  in 
1853.  Having  no  capital  he  was  compelled  to  support  himself  by 
work  on  the  farm  at  daily  or  monthly  wages.  This  life  of  toil  con- 
tinued seven  years,  but  lxfing  frugal  and  temperate  he  managed  to 
lay  by  something  from  his  wages  and  in  future  years  had  the  satis- 
faction of  owning  part  of  the  farm  on  which  he  had  labored  by  the 
day.  He  accumulated  gradually  until  in  course  of  time  he  found 
himself  the  independent  owner  of  352  acres  of  excellent  Ross  county 
land.  Mr.  Arledge  has  devoted  his  time  largely  to  the  raising  of 
stock,  which  he  feeds  and  deals  in  on  an  extensive  scale.  Being  a 
shrewd  buyer  and  well  posted  in  all  the  branches  of  this  business  he 
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has  prosecuted  it  with  profit  and  is  well  known  in  connection  with 
the  live  stock  industry  of  his  county.  In  1850,  while  still  struggling 
to  get  a start,  Mr.  Arlodge  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Hoffman,  who 
proved  a loving  companion  and  helpmeet  during  all  the  days  of  her 
life.  She  became  the  mother  of  his  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten 
are  still  living,  and  died  November  30,  1801.  In  November,  1892, 
Mr.  Arledge  married  Mrs.  Mary  R.  Scott,  a sister  of  his  first  wife. 
The  family  are  attendants  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  Mr.  Arledge  has  been  a member  for  many  years. 

Jacob  Balir,  a civil  war  veteran  and  for  over  a quarter  of  a century 
janitor  of  the  Eastern  school  building  in  Ohillicothe,  is  a native  of 
Germany  but  was  brought  to  this  eountrv  in  infancy.  His  father, 
John  Balir,  came  over  with  bis  family  in  1S48,  and  proceeding  imme- 
diately to  Ohillicothe  adopted  that  city  as  a permanent  place  of  abode. 
He  was  a shoemaker  by  trade  and  prosecuted  his  calling  continuously 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  July  12,  1883.  His  children,  four 
in  number,  consisted  of  three  daughters  and  one  son,  the  latter  being 
Jacob  Balir,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1843.  After  the  usual  attendance  on  the  city  schools  he  learned  the 
cooper’s  trade  which,  however,  proved  so  injurious  to  his  health  that 
he  was  compelled  to  seek  other  means  of  livelihood.  For  some  years 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  at  other  times  turned  his  attention 
to  various  kinds  of  occupation  as  they  proved  convenient.  August  14, 
1862,  Mr.  Balir  enlisted  in  ( Yunpany  F,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  reg- 
iment, Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  with  which  lie  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  This  was  one  of  the  last  of  the  German  regiments  raised 
in  Ohio.  September  4,  1862,  it  was  ordered  to  Covington,  Ky.,  to 
aid  in  repelling  the  forces  of  Kirby  Smith.  After  considerable 
marching  and  countermarching  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  the 
unfortunate  affair  at  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  where  as  the  result  of  bad 
management  it  was  compelled  to  surrender,  though  no  fault  was 
found  with  the  men  themselves  who  fought  well.  They  were 
detained  for  several  weeks  as  prisoners  of  war  at  Murfreesboro,  and 
then  exchanged.  Subsequently  they  did  a good  deal  of  work  m 
guarding  railroads  and  chasing  guerrillas,'  which  service  was  attended 
with  considerable  danger.  Altogether  the  regiment  took  part  in  ten 
or  twelve  engagements,  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  June  29, 
1865,  at  Nashville.  In  duly,  1876,  Mr.  Balir  was  elected  by  the 
city  school  board  janitor  of  the  eastern  school  building,  and  it  is 
quite  a testimonial  of  bis  fidelity  and  efficiency  in  that  position  that 
every  year  since  then  he  has  been  reelected.  October  2,  1865,  he  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Cook,  of  Pike  county,  Ohio,  and  they  have  had 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  living.  These  are,  Catherine;  Eliza- 
beth, widow  of  Frederick  Winters,  who  was  sergeant  major  of  the 
Sixth  regiment  United  States  (regular)  cavalry;  John,  a resident  of 
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Cincinnati;  Lena,  wife  of  George  Bierle,  of  Chillicothe ; Mary  and 
William.  Mr.  Bahr  is  a member  of  the  German  church. 

Curtis  Baker,  of  Frankfort,  Ohio,  was  born  in  (Mark  county,  Ky., 
Xovember  18,  1847.  Tie  is  the  son  of  A.  W.  Baker,  born  in  Virginia 
October  0,  1814,  whose  father  was  Jacob  Baker,  a native  of  Ger- 
many. The  latter  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  the  early  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century  and  settled  on  a farm  near  Charleston,  Va. 
He  married  a young  German  woman,  then  resident  of  that  locality, 
and  they  had  five  children.  A.  W.  Baker  remained  at  home  until 
the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  removed  to  Kentucky  and  settled  in 
Clark  county.  In  Irvine,  county  seat  of  Estill  county,  Ky.,  he 
learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  which  afterward  was  his  principal  occupa- 
tion for  a number  of  years.  He  married  Lucretia  Adams,  a native 
Virginian  of  German  descent,  bv  whom  he  had  ten  children.  Of 
these,  Ann  E.,  William,  Mary,  Martha,  Susan  and  Millie  are  dead. 
The  living  are  John  S.,  James  IL,  Jackson  A.  and  Curtis.  In  time, 
the  father  bought  a farm  in  Estill  county  to  which  he  removed  and 
there  remained  until  the  civil  war.  He  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
Fourteenth  Kentucky,  of  which  he  was  elected  first  lieutenant  and 
later  captain.  He  served  two  years,  took  part  in  several  prominent 
engagements,  was  captured  and  held  prisoner  for  a short  time,  but 
otherwise  escaped  without  injury.  Being  discharged  at  Camp  Chase 
in  September,  1805,  he  returned  to  Kentucky  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence on  the  farm.  Later,  he  sold  this  property  and  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Buckerville,  Ky.,  for  several  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Elwood,  Ind.,  where  he  lives  a retired  life.  His 
first  wife  dying  in  1807,  he  was  married  again  in  1808  to  Margaret 
Crow.  Curtis  Baker  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty,  when  he  came  to  Ohio  and  worked  on  a farm  by  the  month 
for  some  years.  Later  he  returned  to  Kentucky,  where  he  learned 
the  blacksmith  trade  and  followed  it  for  three  years  in  that  state,  sub- 
secpiently  pursuing  it  for  nine  years  at  Bookwalter,  Ohio.  After- 
wards he  carried  on  the  mercantile  business  in  that  town  for  fourteen 
years.  Having  bought  hotel  property  at  Sulphur  Lick,  he  lived 
there  for  three  years,  and  then  took  charge  of  the  Concord  hotel  at 
Frankfort,  in  connection  with  which  ho  also  conducts  a bakery  and 
confectionery  store.  Mr.  Baker  served  one  term  as  postmaster  of 
Ruckerville,  Ky.,  under  Grant,  and  one  term  under  Garfield  at  Book- 
waiter,  Ohio,  and  was  reappointed  by  President  McKinley,  but 
resigned  after  one  year.  He  was  elected  trustee  of  Paint  township, 
Fayette  county,  and  filled  that  office  for  one  term.  In  18(>7,  he  was 
married  to  Samantha  Minchall,  a native  of  Ohio,  by  whom  he  had 
five  children,  of  whom  William,  the  second  born,  is  dead.  The  others 
are  Lucretia  Ann,  wife  of  Thomas  Griffith,  of  Madison  county ; 
Xora,  married  to  George  Haas,  Madison  county;  James  A.,  living  in 
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Indiana,  and  Henna,  at  home.  Mr.  Baker  is  a member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Christian  church. 

The  Ball  Family,  of  Chillicothe:  George  T.  Ball,  who  for  thirty 

years  past  has  filled  a responsible  position  with  the  Baltimore 
& Ohio  Southwestern  railway  company,  and  its  predecessors,  during 
which  period  he  has  been  an  honored  resident  of  Chillicothe,  is  a son 
of  the  late  Thomas  B.  and  Lydia  Ball,  of  Blanch  ester.  The  name 
of  Ball  has  l>een  a familiar  one  in  Virginia  from  an  early  period  of 
its  colonial  history  and  yields  to  no  other  in  patriotic  performances. 
It  will  he  remembered  that  it  was  a Mary  Ball  who  l>ecame  the  mother 
of  George  Washington,  the  founder  as  well  as  the  first  president  of 
the  nation,  and  the  most  illustrious  man  of  the  eighteenth  century 
if  not  of  all  time.  From  the  same  branch  of  the  genealogical  tree 
that  produced  the  father  of  his  country  descended  Thomas  Ball,  who 
was  bom  and  married  in  Pennsylvania  but  subsequently  migrated  to 
Warren  county,  Ohio.  After  residing  in  Warren  county  for  some 
years,  he  removed  to  Blanchester,  Clinton  county,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days  and  died  al>out  the  year  1807.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  tweutv-eight  years,  her  death  occurring  at  Wilmington, 
Ohio,  in  1SP3.  ()f  their  six  children,  three  are  living,  among  the 

number  being  George  T.  Ball,  who  was  bom  at  Morrow  town,  War- 
ren county,  Ohio,  October  10,  1848.  April  14,  1874,  George  T. 
Ball  married  Miss  Fannie  Gustin,  daughter  of  James  M.  and  Esther 
Gustin,  of  Blanchester,  one  of  its  oldest  and  foremost  citizens,  and 
for  many  years  its  leading  merchant.  Official  records  and  State 
archives  of  the  colonial  period  hear  witness  to  the  military  service  of 
Mrs.  Ball’s  paternal  ancestors ; being  a lineal  descendant,  in  the 
seventh  generation,  of  John  Gustin,  of  Beading,  Mass.,  who  received 
in  1078  a grant  of  land  at  Falmouth  (now  Portland),  Maine,  for  his 
military  sendee  in  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  during  King 
Philips  war,  1075— 0.  Iler  great-grandfather,  Benajah  Gustin, 

served  from  1770  to  1782,  with  Xew  Jersey  troops,  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Her  grandfather,  John  B.  Gustin,  and  her  father,  each 
bore  arms  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  in  the  civil  war.  Her 
brother,  Capt.  Joseph  II.  Gustin,  now  on  the  retired  list,  United 
States  army,  graduated  at  West  Point  in  1875,  saw  nineteen  years  of 
active  service  on  the  western  frontier,  and  participated  in  military 
operations  against  the  Sioux,  Bannock,  and  Uto  Indians.  Her  great- 
great-grandfather,  Jeremiah  Gustin,  was  one  of  Ohio’s  pioneer  set- 
tlers from  Xew  Jersey,  having  located  in  1707  on  eight  hundred  acres 
of  public  land  in  Hamilton  countv,  now  Clearcreek  township,  Warren 
county,  which  tract  he  subsequent! v purchased  and  received  a patent 
therefor  from  President  Madison.  " A part  of  this  tract  still  remains 
in  the  possession  of  a descendant  bearing  the  family  name.  Her 
maternal  ancestors,  the  Wilson  familv,  have  contributed  a number  o 
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able  clergymen  to  the  presbytery  of  Ohio,  and  many  have  attained 
more  than  local  eminence  as  educators  in  the  higher  brandies  of  learn- 
ing. One  of  these,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  G.  Wilson,  was  the  pastor 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  at  Chillicothe  from  1804  until  1825. 
He  was  also  the  founder  of  the  Ohio  university  at  Athens,  Ohio,  and 
was  its  first  president.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ball  have  two  children: 
Bessie,  bom  February  18,  1879,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank 
Lovell  Nelson,  of  Chicago,  and  Lieut.  William  Gustin  Ball,  Third 
United  States  infantry,  bom  April  19,  1875,  who,  after  acquiring  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  Chillicothe  high  school,  pursued  such 
special  courses  of  study  and  training  in  eastern  colleges  as  would  best 
qualify  him  for  his  contemplated  profession.  On  May  12,  1898,  he 
was  commissioned  by  President  McKinley  as  captain  and  assistant 
qua rtenn aster,  United  States  volunteers,  with  which  rank  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  a brigade  quartermaster,  Seventh  United  States 
army  corps,  wherein  he  served  throughout  the  Spanish-American 
war  and  until  his  honorable  discharge  December  31,  1898.  On 
Octol>er  15,  1900,  he  was  commissioned  a second  lieutenant  of 
infantry  in  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States  bv  President 
McKinley,  since  whiclr  date  he  has  served  continuously  in  the  Phil- 
ippines, both  as  company  commander  and  as  battalion  quartermaster, 
and  where,  already,  his  zeal  and  efficiency  have  won  the  commenda- 
tion of  his  seniors  in  rank. 

Carl  Ballard,  one  of  Ross  county’s  substantial  farmers,  was  bora 
and  reared  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  Ohio.  Ilis  father,  Cyrus  Bal- 
lard, was  a native  of  the  same  county  and  there  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life.  At  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B of  the  Fifty-fourth  Oliio^ volunteer  infantry,  but  died  in  1862  as 
the  result  of  disease  contracted  in  the  service.  After  Carl  Ballard 
had  obtained  such  education  in  Franklin  county  as  was  afforded  by 
the  common  schools,  he  removed  to  Greenfield  and  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. He  remained  in  this  enterprising  town  of  Highland  county 
from  1887  until  1895,  at  which  time  he  purchased  and  removed  to 
the  farm  in  Ross  county  on  which  he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Ballard 
retained  and  conducted  his  business  at  Greenfield  until  November, 
1901,  when  he  disposed  of  the  same  with  a probability  of  renewing 
his  investments  there  in  another  form.  He  has  in  contemplation  the 
erection  of  a modern  brick  plant  and  the  establishment  of  an  up-to- 
date  packing-house,  either  of  which  would  make  a valuable  addition 
to  the  business  institutions  of  Greenfield.  In  1880,  Mr.  Ballard  was 
married  to  Pauline,  daughter  of  Charles  Riebel,  of  Franklin  county. 
The  latter  came  from  Germany  to  the  United  States  in  1850  and 
located  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  secured  his  first  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  building  of  the  state  house.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballard 
have  the  following  children:  Lewis,  Herman,  Carl,  Fred,  Willie, 
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Francis,  Albert,  Bertha  and  Emeline.  Mr.  Ballard  is  a member  of 
the  order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Union  Veterans’  Union. 

Frank  Bapst  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Ohio,  May  If,  1865.  His 
father,  Lewis  Bapst,  a native  of  Germany,  came  to  this  country  when 
quite  young  with  his  parents,  who  settled  on  a fann  in  Pike  county, 
and  he  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage  to  Lizzie  Brust,  when 
he  bought  a place  of  his  own.  Here  he  lived,  carrying  on  general 
farming,  until  the  time  of  his  death.  lie  left  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, thus  distributed  in  the  order  of  their  births:  Mary  and  William 
live  in  Illinois,  Lena  in  Uhillicothe,  Maggie  in  Bainbridge,  Frank 
in  I nion  township,  Lucy  in  Pike  and  Adam  in  Ross  county.  Frank 
Bapst  received  the  ordinary  education  in  early  life  and  remained  at 
home  until  his  twenty-fifth  year.  On  January  ^3,  1890,  he  was 
married  to  Mary  Xew,  rented  a farm  and  settled  down  to  hard  work. 
The  first  location  was  retained  for  seven  years,  when  Mr.  Bapst 
bought  a small  place  in  Pike  county.  This  he  soon  after  disposed 
of,  returned  to  Ross  county  for  a two  years’  residence  on  a rented 
fann  and  from  there  removed  to  Uhillicothe.  After  a brief  interval, 
he  purchased  the  place  of  thirty-one  acres  where  he  now  resides  in 
I nion  township.  Mr.  Bapst  has  an  interesting  young  family  of 
three  children,  whose  names  are  Floyd,  Edith  and  Ernest.  Polit- 
ically his  affiliations  are  Republican  and  his  religious  connections  are 
with  the  I nited  Brethren  church. 

Robert  S.  Barbee,  of  Uhillicothe,  deserves  the  credit  of  having 
made  a success  in  life  in  the  face  of  circumstances  exceedingly 
adverse.  In  addition  to  the  poverty  which  compelled  him  to  do  hard 
manual  labor  for  a living,  he  met  with  a severe  accident  at  the  very 
threshold  of  his  career  which  so  disabled  him  as  to  make  him  a 
cripple  for  life.  Despite  this  misfortune,  however,  Mr.  Barbee  has 
managed  to  overcome  all  obstacles  and  after  efforts  in  different  lines 
finally  reached  a substantial  position  in  the  financial  world.  He  was 
bom  at.  Byer,  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  in  1854,  and  spent  his  boyhood 
there,  but  had  only  limited  educational  advantages,  as  he  was  com- 
pelled to  go  to  work  at  a very  early  age.  When  only  fourteen  years 
old  he  l>egan  as  a section  hand  and  later  became  a brakeman  on  the 
old  Marietta  & Cincinnati  railroad.  In  August,  1872,  while  engaged 
in  the  always  hazardous  work  of  “braking,’’  he  met  with  the  accident 
previously  mentioned,  which  not  only  put  an  end  to  his  career  as  a 
railroader  but  threatened  for  awhile  to  terminate  his  usefulness  for 
any  purpose.  lie  rallied,  however,  with  the  courage  and  determina- 
tion of  youth,  and  as  the  most  available  means  of  support  at  his  dis- 
posal sent  himself  to  learn  telegraph v.  After  mastering  this  useful 
accomplishment  he  worked  as  an  operator  for  a year,  and  then  aban- 
oned  the  ticker  ’ to  enter  the  general  mercantile  business  in  his 
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native  town.  Mr.  Barbee  continued  as  a merchant  at  Byer  four 
years  and  became  interested  in  the  development  of  coal  and  clay 
lands  in  Jackson  and  Vinton  counties.  After  spending  several  years 
in  this  venture,  he  went  to  Nebraska  and  reentered  the  mercantile 
field  in  that,  state.  During  the  two  years  of  his  residence  there  he 
formed  what  is  called  the  Nebraska  k Ohio  Coal  company.  In  the 
spring  of  1802,  he  returned  to  Ohio  and  located  at  Chillicothe,  where 
he  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business, 
in  which  he  has  attained  a flattering  measure  of  success.  During 
his  career  Mr.  Barbee  has  been  too  busy  to  pay  much  attention  to 
politics  and  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office,  but  while  residing 
in  Jackson  county  was  elected  to  and  filled  the  position  of  assessor 
for  one  term.  He  is  now  a student  in  the  Ohio  college  of  Osteop- 
athy, at  Chillicothe,  and  expects  to  make  the  practice  of  that  profes- 
sion his  future  life  work.  In  October,  1870,  he  was  married  to 
Colista  A.  Currv,  a native  of  Wood  county,  W.  Ya.,  at  that  time  resi- 
dent in  Jackson  county.  They  have  an  only  son,  Judson  F.  The 
family  are  communicants  of  the  Christian  church  and  Mr.  Barbee  is 
a member  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Frederick  G.  Barmann,  of  Chillicothe,  was  horn  in  Scioto  town- 
ship, Boss  county,  February  22,  1870.  His  parents  were  George  F. 
and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Barmann,  the  former  a native  of  Ross  county, 
born  in  1845,  and  the  mother  of  Dunville,  Canada,  born  in  1844. 
They  live  at  present  in  (’lark  county,  Ohio,  where,  the  father  is  a 
well-to-do  farmer.  During  the  civil  war  he  was  a soldier  in  the 
Fourteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and  served  alxmt  two  years,  con- 
tracting a disease  for  which  he  is  now  pensioned.  The  father  of 
George  F.  Barmann  was  a native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  Ross 
county  in  his  youth,  was  a farmer  and  one  of  the  first  butchers  in 
Chillicothe,  and  married  Elizabeth  Gertheisen.  Both  lived  to  old 
age  in  Ross  county,  the  former  dying  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  his 
wife  having  preceded  him  several  years.  The  Smith  family,  to  which 
Elizabeth  Barmann  belonged,  were  British  subjects  and  spent  their 
lives  in  Canada.  IFer  father  met  his  death  in  a railway  wreck.  She 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  still  living.  Harry  Barmann  is  manned  and  employed  in 
mercantile  business  in  South  Charleston,  Ohio;  Walter  is  at  Chil- 
eothe,  in  business  with  his  brother  Frederick;  Floyd  is  a student  at 
Springfield,  0. ; Xellie  is  now  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Brown,  of  Chilli- 
cothe; Stella  married  Harry  Sheets,  of  South  Charleston;  Lida  is 
Mrs.  Foster  Harrison,  of  South  Omaha,  Neb. ; Elizabeth  and  Edna, 
both  single,  are  at  home.  Frederick  G.  Barmann  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Ross  county  and  in  the  Chillicothe  business  col- 
lege. For  alwmt  ten  veal’s  he  held  the  position  of  bookkeeper  for  the 
Marfield  milling  company,  of  Chillicothe.  In  1809,  he  embarked 
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in  the  flour,  food  and  grain  business  at  Xo.  380  East  Main  street 
December  7,  1802,  be  was  married  to  Xollie  8.,  daughter  of  Janies 
and  Sarah  ( Kemper)  Henderson,  the  former  a native  of  Maryland 
and  the  latter  of  Foster,  Kv.,  where  her  father  was  a hotel  keeper  for 
forty  years.  Mrs.  Barmann  was  born  at  Foster  but  reared  at  New- 
port, Ivy.,  and  St.  Bernard,  Ohio.  She  received  her  education  in  the 
schools  of  Newport  and  at  St.  Bernard’s  'college,  near  Cincinnati. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barmann  have  one  daughter,  Kuth,  bom  January’  14, 
1891).  Mr.  Barmann  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters 
and  St.  Ignatius  society.  He  has  been  active  as  a local  Democratic 
politician  and  served  as  clerk  in  his  ward. 

Howard  G.  Barton,  M.  D.,  of  Adolphi,  Ohio,  may  be  said  to  come 
from  a family  of  teachers,  as  his  father  and  sisters  gained  prominence 
in  that  noble  profession  and  he  himself  contributed  six  years  of  his 
early  manhood  to  the  same  cause.  He  is  the  son  of  William  Barton, 
a native  of  Perry  county,  Ohio,  who  afterward  removed  to  Hocking 
county  and  became  prominent  in  educational  circles  as  well  as  a pros- 
perous agriculturist.  Having  received  a good  education  at  the  Ohio 
university,  at  Athens,  William  Barton  devoted  twenty-five  consecu- 
tive years  to  school  teaching  and  exercised  much  influence  for  good 
by  reason  of  his  unwearied  efforts  in  the  cause.  Meantime  he  owned 
and  cultivated  a farm  with  success  and  l>ecame  one  of  the  independ- 
ent fanners  of  Washington  township.  lie  has  been  a lifelong  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  an  active  figure  in  Oddfellowship,  with  which 
popular  fraternity  he  has  long  been  connected.  lie  married  Ruth 
Ann,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Rebecca  (Brown)  Ilone,  early  settlers 
of  Hocking  county,  where  they  spent  their  lives  and  ended  their  days. 
William  and  Ruth  Barton  have  a family  of  four  children,  of  whom 
Dr.  Barton  is  the  eldest.  Ilis  sister,  Anna  R.,  spent  seven  years  at 
the  Ohio  university,  afterward  taught  with  success  in  Logan,  Ohio, 
and  later  became  principal  of  the  high  school  in  Spokane,  Wash., 
where  she  married  Robert  Porterfield,  a prominent  attorney  of  that 
city.  Elizabeth  R.,  the  third  of  the  family,  graduated  at  the  high 
school  in  Athens,  taught  for  many  years  at  Glouster,  married  David 
Lloyd  and  now  resides  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  Laura,  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  Avas  educated  in  commercial  schools  and  is  noAV  at  home. 
Dr.  H.  G.  Barton  was  bom  at  the  parental  home  in  Hocking  county, 
March  11,  18(54.  He  attended  commercial  school,  took  the  prepara- 
tory course  in  the  Ohio  unKersitv  and  spent  six  A'ears  as  a teacher  in 
the  district  schools.  lie  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  under 
Dr.  IT.  G.  Campbell  in  Logan,  Ohio,  subsequently  entering  the  Ohio 
Medical  university  of  Columbus,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1893.  Ilis  first  venture  as  a practitioner  was  at  Nelsonville, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  but  one  year  and  then  came  to  Ross  county. 

e selected  Adelphi  as  his  location  and  soon  succeeded  in  establish- 
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ing  himself  there,  both  as  a skillful  physician  and  congenial  citizen 
of  the  community.  Dr.  Barton  is  quite  prominent  in  fraternal  cir- 
cles and  has  long  been  connected  influentially  with  a number  of  pop- 
ular societies.  lie  is  a charter  member  and  past  chancellor  of 
Adelphi  lodge,  No.  057,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  past  sachem  of 
Cornplanter  tribe,  Xo.  173,  Improved  Order  of  Bed  Men.  He  is  a 
master  of  Adelphi  lodge,  Xo.  5*27,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  also  holds  mem- 
l>ership  in  Adelphi  lodge,  Xo.  114,  I.  O.  ().  F.  He  has  always  taken 
much  interest  in  educational  matters  wherever  located  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  in  his  adopted  town.  In  18S5,  Dr.  Barton 
was  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Bur- 
goon)  Jadwin,  of  Hocking  county,  and  they  have  five  living  children : 
William  A.,  Clinton  (\,  Margaret,  Kobert  and  Clara.  The  family 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  Dr.  Barton  is  a 
member. 

John  A.  Bazler,  implement  dealer  at  Kingston,  though  of  Ohio 
parentage,  is  of  Gentian  origin  one  generation  removed.  His  grand- 
father and  namesake  was  bom  in  Germany,  Jnlv  24,  1795,  and  in 
1818  settled  in  Chillicothe,  where  he  pursued  his  trade  as  a brick- 
maker,  spending  his  last  years  with  his  son  and  dying  in  1891.  Ilis 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Legg,  whom  he  married  after  coming  to  Chilli- 
cothe, and  their  children  were  John,  George,  Andrew,  Augustus, 
Thomas,  Louisa,  Margaret,  and  Elizabeth.  Thomas  Bazler  was  born 
in  Boss  comity,  February  24,  1823,  and  in  early  manhood  went  to 
Pickaway  comity,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  has  since  fol- 
lowed that  occupation.  He  married  Eliza  Blaine,  who  was  born  in 
Pickaway  comity,  August,  fi,  1831,  and  descended  from  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Chillicothe.  Her  father  was  Henry  Blaine,  born  in 
1808,  son  of  a carpenter  who  worked  on  the  first  public  buildings 
erected  in  Boss  county.  Thomas  Bazler  has  held  the  office  of  trustee 
of  Darby  township  in  Pickaway  county  for  fourteen  years  and  is  a 
memlier  of  Derby  lodge,  I.  ().  O.  F.  He  and  wife  reared  a family 
of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  but  William.  The  others  in 
order  of  birth  are:  Wilson,  John  A.,  Alice,  Elsworth,  Augustus, 

Joseph,  Albert,  Thomas,  and  Frank.  John  A.  Bazler  was  born  in 
Pickaway  county,  June  23,  18(H),  grew  up  and  was  educated  in  the 
place  of  his  nativity.  In  early  manhood  he  came  to  Chillicothe, 
where  he  remained  two  years  engaged  in  the  railroad  business.  From 
that  point  he  went  to  Madison  comity,  located  at  West  Jefferson  and 
embarked  in  the  agricultural  implement  trade  to  which  he  gave  his 
attention  for  six  years.  His  next  move  was  to  Dayton,  where  he 
secured  employment  with  the  Ohio  Steel  Fence  company,  which 
lasted  three  years.  In  1899,  Mr.  Bazler  established  headquarters  at 
Kingston,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  a growing  business  in  agri- 
cultural implements,  buggies  and  wagons.  lie  is  a progressive  citi- 
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zen  and  always  takes  an  interest  in  affairs  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lives,  especially  matters  pertaining  to  education.  While  resident 
in  West  Jefferson  he  was  a member  of  the  city  council  and  school 
board,  and  the  latter  position  he  also  holds  in  Kingston.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  Xo.  412,  at  West  Jefferson,  and 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  at  Kingston.  December,  27,  1882, 
he  was  married  to  Emma,  daughter  of  G.  W.  and  Ellen  (Griffin) 
Smith,  all  natives  of  Pickaway  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bazler  have 
two  sons:  Earl,  attending  the  Kingston  high  school,  and  Edgar. 

Jeremiah  Beall,  who  departed  this  life  many  years  ago,  was  at 
one  time  quite  a familiar  figure  in  the  city  of  Ghillicothe.  He  was 
born  at  Hagerstown,  Md.,  January  25,  1700,  and  when  a child  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  both  his  parents  by  death.  He  and  two 
brothers,  Joshua  and  Alexander,  were  kindly  taken  care  of  bv 
Edward  Fitzgerald,  an  uncle  on  the  mother’s  side,  who  brought  them 
to  Ohio  and  did  what  he  could  to  assist  them  on  their  way  in  life. 
Jeremiah  was  bright  and  industrious,  and  before  he  reached  man- 
hood had  mastered  the  plasterer's  trade,  which  furnished  him  steady 
occupation  and  a comfortable  coin]>etence.  This  trade  he  followed 
for  many  years  in  Ghillicothe,  where  he  acquired  the  reputation  of 
being  a reliable  woykman  and  was  much  esteemed  as  a moral  and 
upright  citizen.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  as  husband,  father  or 
friend  he  was  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  every  duty,  and 
when  he  died,  April  17,  1857,  he  was  followed  to  the  grave  by  many 
sincere  mourners.  January  11,  1SJ1,  Jeremiah  Beall  was  married 
to  Emeline  Look,  daughter  of  parents  who  came  to  Ohio  but  a few 
years  after  the  founding  of  Ghillicothe.  Her  father  was  a Jersey- 
man  who  settled  in  Highland  county  in  180(5,  there  married  Hannah 
Troth  and  in  1808  located  at  Ohillicothe  where  he  became  prominent 
as  a carpenter  and  contractor.  They  had  six  children  and  Mrs.  Beall 
was  one  of  their  two  daughters  who  lived  to  womanhood.  She  was .a 
superior  woman  as  wife  and  mother,  affectionate  and  amiable  in  dis- 
position, and  retained  the  regard  of  a host  of  friends  until  the  day  o 
her  death,  April  13,  1890.  Jeremiah  and  Emeline  Beall  had  a 
family  of  nine  children,  seven  sons  and  (wo  daughters.  Most  of 
these  have  l>een  called  to  their  last  account,  including  James  H., 
William  T.,  Albert  Alexander,  Joshua  and  Henry.  The  three  sur- 
viving children  are  Edward,  a resident  of  Wabash  county,  111. ; Mary, 
wife  of  Joseph  J.  Woods,  of  Chillicothe,  and  Laura  A.  Beall,  a 
teacher  in  the  Chillicothe  city  schools. 

Samuel  II.  Beath,  of  Buckskin  township,  is  one  of  the  best  known 
Of  the  younger  generation  of  Ross  county  farmers,  having  gained 
recognition  as  a skillful  stock-raiser  and  feeder.  The  founder  of  the 
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Beath  family  in  Boss  county  came  to  Ohio  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  He  left  a son  named  J ames,  who  was  born 
in  1810  in  Paint  township  and  became  a successful  farmer.  Among 
his  children  was  a son  named  Joseph,  born  in  1832,  who  settled  in 
Twin  township  and  married  Minta,  daughter  of  Robert  Watson,  an 
old  settler  of  that  part  of  Ross  county.  Joseph  and  Minta  Beath  had 
three  children : Nettie,  wife  of  Michael  Hennigan ; Anna,  wife  of 

Albert  Warner;  and  Samuel  H.  The  latter,  though  a native  of 
Twin,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Buckskin  township.  As  soon  as 
he  reached  manhood,  Mr.  Beath  entered  actively  into  agricultural 
pursuits,  making  a specialty  of  raising  and  feeding  stock.  He  fatr 
tens  cattle  and  hogs  for  the  market  and  is  regarded  by  the  best  judges 
as  an  expert  in  that  particular  line  of  business.  By  the  exercise  of 
good  judgment  and  close  attention  Mr.  Beath  has  been  enabled  to 
achieve  a creditable  measure  of  success.  He  pays  some  attention  to 
politics  and  is  not  without  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  town- 
ship, though  most  of  his  attention  is  given  to  his  private  business. 
In  1890,  Mr.  Beath  was  married  to  Nancy,  daughter  of  Aaron  Cox, 
who  died  in  1896,  leaving  two  children,  Jessie  and  Margaret. 

William  S.  Beath  was  bom  in  Paint  township,  Ross  county,  O., 
November  28,  1847.  He  is  a grandson  of  Joseph  and  Barbara  M. 
Beath,  natives  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Ross  county  at  a very  early 
period  of  its  settlement.  They  located  in  Paint  township  where  the 
father  shortly  afterward  was  killed  by  a tree  falling  on  him, 
and  his  wife  went  to  live  with  her  son  James.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren who  grew  up  to  manhood,  their  names  being  John,  Joseph, 
James,  Catherine  and  Aaron.  Aaron  Beath,  born  in  Ross  county, 
went  to  live*  with  an  uncle  after  his  father’s  death,  and  remained 
there  until  he  was  fully  grown,  when  he  married  Elizabeth  Snyder, 
a native  of  Ross  county,  and  went  to  fanning  in  Paint  township  on 
a place  belonging  to  the  parents  of  his  wife.  Subsequently  he  went 
to  live  on  what  is  known  as  the  Hester  faren,  where  he  remained  for 
several  years,  and  after  other  changes  to  different  places,  removed 
in  1870  to  the  state  of  Kansas,  where  he  died  about  two  years  ago. 
Of  his  eight  children,  John,  Christina,  Julia  A.,  and  David  are  now 
dead.  The  living  are  William  S.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; Cather- 
ine, now  the  wife  of  Charles  Hayes,  of  Bloomingburg,  O. ; Nettie  B., 
who  married  A.  Fortman,  of  Kansas,  and  Edgar,  of  Washington. 
William  S.  Beath  remained  at  home  until  he  was  about  seventeen 
years  old,  meantime  obtaining  an  education  at  the  district  school. 
He  then  engaged  work  by  the  month,  continuing  this  line  of  labor 
until  his  marriage  to  Catherine  Moomaw,  which  took  place  on  March 
1,  1871.  Her  parents  were  Virginians  who  settled  in  Paint  town- 
ship at  an  early  day  and  died  there.  After  their  marriage  the  young 
11—25 
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couple  went  to  housekeeping  on  a rented  farm  where  they  lived  for 
twelve  years.  Mr.  Beath  then  bought  lifty-one  acres  of  land,  which 
is  his  present  place  of  residence,  and  to  this  he  subsequently  added 
another  purchase  of  ten  acres.  He  has  carried  on  general  fanning, 
has  prospered  as  the  result  of  hard  work  and  good  management,  add-  * 
ing  a great  many  improvements  to  his  place  from  time  to  time.  Him- 
self and  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Baptist  church.  They 
have  six  children,  whose  names  are  Maggie  A.  (wife  of  Edward  L. 
Summers),  Edgar  H.,  Clarence,  Maud  (wife  of  Harry  Trego), 
Homer,  and  Bobbins. 

Israel  Beideman,  the  well  known  contractor  and  representative 
business  man,  has  been  identified  with  the  industrial  development  of 
Chillicothe  for  more  than  half  a century.  Nor  is  it  too  much  to  say 
that  by  his  mechanical  labors  and  the  unfailing  performance  of  all 
the  duties  of  good  citizenship  he  has  contributed  his  full  share  to  the 
city’s  growth  and  prosperity.  He  is  of  Pennsylvania  origin.  His 
grandfather,  George  Beideman,  a farmer  of  the  Keystone  state  and 
a participant  in  the  war  of  1812,  left  a son  and  namesake,  a weaver 
by  trade,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  Hemsing,  who  came 
from  Germany  and  settled  as  a farmer  in  Montgomery  county,  Pa- 
Geo  rge  and  Mary  A.  Beideman  became  the  parents  of  four  sons  and 
one  daughter.  The  eldest  was  Israel  Beidemah,  whose  birth  occurred 
on  his  father’s  farm  in  Montgomery  county,  Pa.,  August  S,  1830. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  was  educated  as  he  grew  to  manhood.  A circumstance 
occurring  the  year  after  his  arrival  in  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love 
made  upon  his  young  mind  such  a deep  and  indelible  impression  that 
Mr.  Beideman  has  always  distinctly  remembered  it-  A bitter  rejig- 
ions  controversy  had  grown  up  over  the  question  of  using  the  Bible 
in  the  public  schools  and  the  Catholics  were  accused  of  hostility  to 
the  program  favored  by  the  Protestant  element.  The  contest  grew 
so  heated  that  it  bred  a riot,  and  Mr.  Beideman  says  that  though 
only  fourteen  years  old  he  was  right  in  the  midst  of  the  row  as  a rep- 
resentative of  the  American  view  of  the  public  school  question.  D)ir' 
ing  his  early  manhood  Mr.  Beideman  learned  the  cabinet-making 
trade  and  became  very  proficient  as  a workman,  especially  in  the 
features  calling  for  greatest  skill,  such  as  hand-carving,  and  finishing 
rosewood  and  fine  parlor  furniture.  He  worked  at  his  trade  in  PJ11 " 
adelphia  and  Boston  for  several  years,  and  in  1855  caiue  to  Chilh- 
cothe  where  he  remained  two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1857,  he  went 
to  Chicago,  worked  awhile  in  a mill  and  then  learned  the  carpenter  s 
trade,  in  which  he  became  very  efficient.  He  went  to  Louisiana  in. 
October,  1857,  and  from  there  to  Louisville  and  Cincinnati,  working 
as  a carpenter  most  of  the  time,  and  finally,  in  the  summer  of  185  , 
getting  back  to  his  starting  at  Chillicothe,  where  he  was  destined  to 
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remain  permanently.  Since  then,  he  has  been  one  of  the  industrial 
features  of  Chillicothe  as  cabinet-maker,  carpenter  aud  contractor 
and  has  had  no  superior  in  his  special  line  of  work.  In  January, 
1860,  Mr.  Bei deman  was  married  to  Julia  A.  McAdow,  a lady  whose 
family  history  deserves  more  than  a passing  notice.  Her  grand- 
parents, John  and  Nancy  (Johnston)  Kirkpatrick,  located  at  the 
infant  village  of  Chillicothe  as  early  as  1705  and  their  daughter 
Polly  was  the  first  female  white  child  bom  in  the  coqiorate  limits. 
The  second  was  Margaret  A.  Kirkpatrick,  whose  birth  occurred 
August  31,  1801,  and  by  her  marriage  with  Dr.  Samuel  McAdow 
she  became  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Beideman.  For  many  years 
Mr.  Beideman  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  a supporter  of  all  causes  that  “make  for  righteousness.”  He  is 
connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  including  the 
subordinate  lodge  and  encampment,  and  is  a charter  member  of 
Sereno  lodge,  No.  28,  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Chillicothe. 

Edgar  R.  Bell,  well  known  as  a teacher  and  preacher  in  Scioto 
township,  is  one  of  the  esteemed  citizens  of  Ross  county,  of  which  he 
has  been  long  a resident.  For  generations  the  Bell  family  have  been 
living  in  Virginia,  and  the  majority  of  them  cultivators  of  the  soil* 
Robert  Bell,  founder  of  the  Ross  county  branch  of  the  name,  was 
bom  in  Virginia,  January'  8,  1812.  In  early  manhood  he  married 
Frances  Seal  and  afterward  had  charge  as  overseer  of  a large  Vir- 
ginia plantation.  About  fifteen  years  after  his  marriage  he  came 
to  Ross  county  and  settled  in  Liberty  township  in  1848.  Remaining 
there  only  a short  time,  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Scioto  township 
and  located  near  Massieville.  At  this  place  his  wife  died  after  hav- 
ing become  the  mother  of  the  following  named  children : Edgar  R., 

Robert,  and  Sample  (deceased)  ; Mordecai,  of  Missouri;  John  Wal- 
ler, Amelia,  and  Elizabeth  (deceased).  The  father  was  a carpenter 
and  worked  regularly  at  this  trade  in  connection  with  his  farming 
operations.  Several  years  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Camlin,  a native  of  Ross  county,  and  continued  busi- 
ness at  the  same  place.  He  died  February'  22,  1888,  at  the  village 
of  Massieville,  to  which  he  had  removed  a few  months  previously, 
and  his  second  wife  survived  him  but  a few  years.  Edgar  R,  Bell, 
eldest  of  his  parents*  children,  was  bom  in  Caroline  county,  Va., 
August  4,  1834,  and  came  with  his  father  to  Ohio  when  fourteen 
years  old.  In  youth  and  early  manhood  he  gained  his  livelihood  by 
daily  labor  on  farms.  May  29,  1859,  he  was  married  to  Samantha 
Rulev,  a native  of  Belmont  county,  O..  then  resident  in  Ross  county. 
Mr.  Bell  located  in  Massieville  and  for  several  years  after  his  mar- 
riage was  engaged  in  teaching  during  the  winter  and  working  on 
fa  mis  in  the  summer.  About  1870,  he  became  a minister  of  the 
gospel,  and  for  fifteen  years  afterward  was  actively  engaged  in  this 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


388 


THE  COUNTY  OF  ROSS. 


calling,  but  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  work  on  account  of  ill 
health.  After  he  gave  up  preaching,  Mr.  Bell  embarked  in  the  mer* 
cantile  business  at  Massieville,  which  he  has  since  continued.  Mr. 
Bell’s  civil  war  experience  was  confined  to  sendee  with  the  troops 
called  out  for  a hundred  days  during  the  fourth  year  of  the  terrible 
struggle.  May  2,  1804,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-ninth  regiment,  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and  was  sent 
with  this  command  to  guard  a fort  at  Baltimore,  Md.  He  was 
assigned  to  hospital  duty  for  awhile  in  that  city,  aftenvard  was  sent 
to  Washington  and  thence  on  a long  march  through  Virginia-  They 
met  with  no  adventures  worth  recording  and  after  the  return  to 
Washington  were  sent  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  passing  en  route  over  the 
then  recent  battlefield  of  Monocacv  Junction.  Mr.  Bell  was  left  at 
Harper’s  Ferry  among  the  sick  and  at  the  termination  of  his  hun- 
dred days’  enlistment  was  forwarded  to  the  convalescent  camp  at 
Washington,  from  which  place  he  shortly  after  was  sent  back  to  Camp 
Dennison,  Ohio,  and  there  discharged.  As  soon  as  he  obtained  his 
release,  Mr.  Bell  returned  home  and  resumed  his  occupation  as  a 
teacher.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
occasionally  preaches  to  local  congregations.  Mr.  and.  Mrs.  Bell 
have  three  children,  Brice  T.,  Robert  M.,  and  Sarah  I.  The  first 
mentioned  is  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  at  Jeffersonville,  Ohio, 
and  Robert  is  a druggist  by  profession. 

Henry  Benner,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  the  Fruitdale  neighborhood 
in  Ross  county,  comes  of  a family  long  identified  with  the  mechan- 
ical and  agricultural  industries  of  that  part  of  the  Scioto  valley. 
He  is  a son  of  Joshua  and  grandson  of  Christian  Benner,  both  natives 
of  Chester  county,  Pa.  The  latter  came^to  Ross  county  in  1806, 
when  it  was  still  a wilderness,  and  settled  in  Paxton  township.  He 
was  a man  of  mechanical  skill  in  various  lines  and  proved  to  be  an 
acquisition  of  the  kind  most  needed  in  the  new  settlement.  He 
established  a blacksmith  shop,  besides  saw,  grist  and  woolen  mills? 
these  being  the  first  industries  of  their  kind  in  that  portion  of  Ross 
county,  and  located  on  Paint  creek,  where  his  abilities  as  a mechanic, 
backed  by  enterprise  and  industry,  made  him  a notable  and  valuable 
citizen  of  the  infant  community.  His  death  occurred  in  1841  after 
a life  of  great  activity  and  usefulness.  After  the  death  of  his  father, 
Joshua  Benner  remained  in  charge  of  the  family  mills  which  he  man- 
aged with  good  judgment.  He  married  Mary  Magdalene,  daughter 
of  Christian  Shockley,  and  soon  after  this  event  removed  to  Paint 
township,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  9, 
1871.  Henry  Benner,  his  third  son,  was  born  in  1844  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Paint  township.  He  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  when  a young  man  of  about  twenty  had  the  exciting 
experience  of  being  with  the  State  militia  in  pursuit  of  John  Mor- 
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gan  during  his  raid  in  Ohio.  In  186.7,  Mr.  Benner  was  married  to 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Griffith  Ward,  member  of  an  old  and  well  estab- 
lished family  of  Twin  township.  Layton  W.  Benner,  the  eldest  of 
their  three  children,  and  the  only  son,  is  a young  man  of  popularity 
and  promise.  November  29,  1889,  he  was  married  to  Florence, 
daughter  of  John  Milton  Dyer,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ross 
county.  For  three  years  he  held  township  office  and  in  every  way  is 
an  exemplary  young  man,  holding  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Of  the  two  daughters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Benner,  Lizzie  May  is  at  home  and  Mary  Maud  is  the  wife  of 
John  W.  Beath,  a resident  of  Dills  Station.  Mr.  Benner  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order.  The  farm  on  which  he  lives,  besides  its 
agricultural  value,  is  pronounced  by  competent  judges  to  be  rich  in 
mineral  deposits.  There  are  evidences  of  coal  and  granite  in  abun- 
dance, as  well  as  strong  indications  of  the  presence  of  oil.  A recent 
analysis  of  the  oil,  sent  to  Indianapolis,  showed  it  to  be  of  the  finest 
and  purest  quality  and  it  is  in  paying  quantities. 

John  Henry  Briscoe  Bennett,  at  this  date  one  of  the  oldest  busi- 
ness men  in  Chillicothe,  was  born  in  Shepherdstown,  Va.,  October 
10th,  1821,  his  parents  being  Thomas  Swearingen  Bennett  and 
Lurena  Evans,  daughter  of  Thomas  Beal  Evans,  of  Harper’s  Ferry. 
On  his  father’s  side  Mr.  Bennett  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Gerrit 
Van  Sweringen,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Holland  shortly 
before  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  became  sheriff  of 
New  Amstel.  After  the  taking  of  New  Amsterdam  by  the  English 
he  removed  to  Maryland,  being  a friend  of  Lord  Calvert.  From 
Maryland  many  of  his  descendants  removed  into  Virginia,  The 
father  of  Mr.  Bennett  died  shortly  before  the  latter  was  born,  and 
the  mother  married  a second  time.  In  September,  1831,  the  fam- 
ily left  Shepherdstown  for  the  west,  traveling  in  their  carriage 
over  the  Cuml>erland,  afterward  the  National  road,  through  Union- 
town,  Washington  and  Brownsville  to  Wheeling,  thence  via  Zanes- 
ville and  Lancaster  to  Chillicothe.  After  a week’s  visit  there  they 
went  on  through  Mavsville,  Lexington,  Louisville  and  St.  Louis,  then 
a town  of  only  16,000  people,  to  St.  Charles,  Mo.  The  cholera, 
which  had  l»een  prevalent  along  the  line  of  the  Chesapeake  & Ohio 
canal  when  they  left  Shepherdstown,  reached  St.  Charles  in  1832 ; 
and  in  1834  both  Mr.  Bennett’s  mother  and  step-father  died.  In 
that  year  he  went  to  Moramec  Iron  Works,  as  store-boy,  Thomas 
James,  a family  friend,  being  interested  in  the  works  there.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1836,  Mr.  Bennett  went  to  Chillicothe,  by  boat  from  St.  Louis 
to  Mavsville,  K\\,  thence  to  James's  iron  works  on  Rapid  Forge, 
where  he  remained  some  time  with  his  brother,  Thomas  Bennett 
Tie  came  to  Chillicothe  on  May  10,  1830,  and,  the  next  day,  entered 
the  dry-goods  store  of  William  Y.  Strong.  There  his  chief  occupa- 
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tion,  instead  of  being  a clerk,  as  had  been  expected,  was  to  saw  and 
split  wood.  In  those  days  a store  boy  was  expected  to  be  up  at  five,  to 
clean  the  store,  to  see  that  the  candlesticks  held  fresh  tallow  dips,  and 
to  continue  at  work  until  the  store  closed  at  ten  o’clock  at  night,  when 
he  made  up  a bed  for  himself,  on  the  counter,  with  a thin,  rag  mat- 
tress, and  went  to  sleep.  Mr.  James  took  Mr.  Bennett  from  the  store 
and  sent  him  to  school,  to  W.  B.  Franklin,  until  in  1837,  when  he 
went  to  Buckskin  Furnace,  in  Lawrence  county,  Ohio,  as  storekeeper. 
In  1838  he  returned  to  Chillicothe  and  entered  the  store  of  James  P. 
Campbell,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  age  of  twenty,  when 
he  went  to  Aew  Orleans,  with  Thomas  W.  King,  as  general  clerk  in 
a commission  business.  The  business  not  proving  successful,  he 
returned  to  Chillicothe,  and,  in  1845,  entered  into  partnership  with 
Charles  B.  Crouse,  at  Circleville,  but,  owing  to  various  causes, 
returned  to  C hillicothe  the  same  year  and  entered  .into  partnership 
with  his  brother  Thomas,  and  with  Judge  O.  T.  Reeves,  in  the  dry- 
goods  business.  In  1850  he  bought  out  J.  & II.  McLandburg  and 
went  into  business  by  himself,  prospering  greatly.  In  the  great  fire 
of  1852  his  place  of  business  was  burned,  but  he  managed  to  save 
is  entire  stock,  and  within  ten  days  was  again  established  in  busi- 
ness. Since  then,  until  1886,  he  continued  steadily  in  the  dry-good 
usiness,  long  being  one  of  the  foremost  merchants  in  the  city.  At 
one  time  he  was  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Thomas  S.  Bennett, 
an  , again,  with  Dr.  W.  A.  Clough,  under  the  firm  name  of  Clough 
& Bennett.  For  a time,  after  1886,  he  was  connected  with  the 
^aleski  Iron  & Coal  Co.  He  is  not  now,  and  for  some  time  has  not 
been,  actively  engaged  in  any  business.  He  married,  in  Chillicothe, 
Fliza  Jane,  daughter  of  Judge  James  McClintick  and  Charity 
Inmble,  his  wife.  Of  this  marriage  four  children  survive.  These 
are  Miss  Alice  Bennett,  now  president  of  the  Centurv  club  and 
prominent  in  musical  circles  in  Chillicothe ; Henry  Holcomb  Ben- 
nett,  journalist,  illustrator,  and  writer  of  short  stories;  John,  author 
ol  the  well-known  stories  for  children,  “Master  Skylark”  and  “The 
tory  of  Barnaby  Lee,”  and  an  illustrator,  who  married  Susan, 
^ ^m.vthe>  Esq.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  in 
and  Martha  Trimble,  who,  at  this  time,  is  head  of  the  English 
epartment  of  Dana  Hall,  Wellesley,  Mass.  Mr.  Bennett’s  memory 
o the  early  days  of  the  city  and  county  is  verv  clear,  and  he  has  ren- 
dered valuable  assistance  to  the  editor* of  this' history. 

Henry  W.  Biggs,  D.  I).,  now  living  in  retirement  and  enjoying 
nee  ec  rest  after  a strenuous  life,  was  the  popular  pastor  of  the 
i.  Presbyterian  church  in  Chillicothe  for  twentv-eight  years. 
JLiunng  his  active  days  he  did  much  valuable  work  iA  the  cause  of 
igion  an  conscientiously  discharged  every  duty  devolved  upon 
lm’  rom  iis  earliest  youth  he  was  trained  as  a servant  of  the 


Digitized  by  y.ooQle 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


391 


Lord  and  had  the  benefit  of  parental  example,  as  his  father  was 
distinguished  both  as  a teacher  and  preacher  of  theology.  Dr.  Biggs 
was  bom  in  Frankfort,  Pa.,  now  a suburb  of  Philadelphia,  in  1828, 
and  when  four  years  old  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Cincinnati, 
which  city  had  been  chosen  as  their  place  of  residence.  The  father, 
Thomas  J.  Biggs,  D.  !>.,  was  appointed  professor  in  Lane  Theolog- 
ical seminary,  later  elected  president  of  the  old  Cincinnati  college, 
and  after  the  destruction  of  the  latter  by  fire  became  president  of 
the  Woodward  college,  now  known  as  the  Woodward  high  school,  in 
Cincinnati.  Henry  W.  Biggs  attended  the  Cincinnati  college  dur- 
ing  the  presidency  of  his  father  and  was  graduated  at  that  institu- 
tion in  the  class  of  1844.  Subsequently  he  attended  the  theological 
seminary  at  Princeton,  K.  J.,  where  he  obtained  his  diploma  in 
1851,  and  immediately  entered  upon  ministerial  work.  His  first 
assignment  was  as  home  missionary  in  Boone  county,  Ind.,  where  he 
was  busily  engaged  for  eighteen  months.  In  1853  he  was  called  to 
his  first  pastorate  at  Princeton,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  two  years 
and  then  accepted  a call  to  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  which  was  his 
scene  of  operations  until  1804.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Chillicothe 
to  accept  the  pastorate  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  which  he 
held  until  1892,  when  failing  health  compelled  him  to  relinquish 
active  work  in  the  ministry.  The  fact  that  Dr.  Biggs  served  the 
same  church  continuously  for  twenty-eight  years  is  sufficient  attesta- 
tion of  his  efficiency  and  acceptability  to  his  long  line  of  parish- 
ioners, but  this  is  also  proved  in  many  other  ways.  Since  coming 
to  Chillicothe  in  1864,  he  has  officiated  at  the  marriage  of  over  1,100 
couples,  and  for  over  twenty  years  he  was  a member  of  the  boards 
for  the  examination  of  teachers  both  for  Boss  county  and  Chilli- 
cothe. In  recognition  of  his  services  and  abilities,  the  Wooster  uni- 
versity in  1877  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  doctor  of  divinity, 
and,  aside  from  this  official  tribute,  it  is  the  consensus  of  opinion 
among  the  thousands  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him  that  the 
late  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  is  one  of  the  worthiest 
of  men.  In  1853,  Dr.  Biggs  was  married  at  Cincinnati  to  Cornelia 
Poinier,  who,  through  a married  life  of  nearly  half  a century,  has 
shared  with  her  husband  the  esteem  and  good  will  of  thousands. 

Jacob  G.  Bishop,  of  Huntington  township,  is  a member  of  a fam- 
ily widely  disseminated  throughout  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  and  espe- 
cially well  known  in  Ross  and  Pickaway  counties.  The  branches 
in  the  states  mentioned  all  sprang  from  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Strawver)  Bishop,  pioneer  settlers  of  Ross  county  in  1805.  They 
brought  with  them  from  Berkeley  county,  W.  Va.,  a numerous  fam- 
ily of  sons  and  daughters,  who  scattered  through  Kentucky  and  Ohio 
and  became  the  progenitors  of  numerous  offspring.  In  this  way  the 
Bishops  and  blood  relations  under  other  names  became  extensively 
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distributed  and  constituted  a strong  element  among  the  original  set- 
tlers of  the  Ohio  vallev.  Among  the  children  of  the  couple  above 
mentioned  was  David  Bishop,  born  in  Berkele^y  county,  W.  Va.,  in 
1 i 85,  and  twenty  years  old  when  his  parents  settled  in  Boss  county. 
In  course  of  time  he  married  Marv  M.  Long,  daughter  of  a Mary- 
land immigrant  bv  the  name  of  John  Long,  who  had  come  to  Ross 
county  about  the  time  of  the  advent  of  the  Bishops.  David  and  his 
spouse  went  to  housekeeping  in  a one-room  log  cabin,  now  owned 
by  G.  Reub,  but  later  built  a hewed  log  house  which  was  regarded 
as  extra  fine  in  those  days.  They  reared  their  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, consisting  of  Elizabeth,  Henry,  Xancy,  Catherine,  Frederick 
and  Jacob  G.  The  latter,  who  is  the  only  one  now  living,  was  born 
in  the  aforementioned  log  cabin  in  Huntington  township,  Ross 
county,  September  28,  1828.  He  remained  at  the  old  home  until 
his  marriage  to  Rebecca  Wendell,  of  Xoble  county,  Ohio,  which 
occurred  March  22,  1848.  He  located  on  the  place  which  he  at 
present  occupies,  but  later  became  an  occupant  of  the  house  of  his 
parents  in  order  that  he  might  the  better  take  care  of  them  in  their 
old  age.  After  their  deaths,  Mr.  Bishop  purchased  a place  near 
Denver,  in  Huntington  township,  where  he  lived  for  ten  years.  May 
1,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth 
regiment  Ohio  infantry,  for  the  hundred  days’  sendee  and  went 
with  the  command  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  they  did  guard  duty 
during  the  whole  term  of  their  enlistment.  In  1865,  Mr.  Bishop 
returned  to  the  place  where  he  had  first  embarked  in  business  for 
himself  and  this  has  since  been  his  home.  In  1875,  he  was  ordained 
as  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Portsmouth, 
Ohio,  and  for  a number  of  years  thereafter  did  local  preaching.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  church  for  fifty-one  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bishop  have  no  children. 

Robert  Bishop,  of  Huntington  township,  is  the  only  surviving 
member  of  a large  family  of  brothers  and  sisters  who  were  the  off- 
s oots  of  pioneer  stock  which  had  ramified  extensively  throughout 
Kentucky  and  the  Scioto  valley.  The  parent  stem  in  America  was 
of  German  origin  and  resulted  from  an  emigration  which  took  place 
unng  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  One  of  the  descend- 
ants, horn  in  Pennsylvania,  was  Henry  Bishop,  who  married  Cather- 
me  k trawyer  and  soon  afterward  settled  in  Berkeley  county,  W.  "Va. 

n ^ i°ined  the  tide  then  setting1  in  strongly  for  the  west 

and  eventually  found  an  abiding  place  "in  Huntington  township, 
oss  county,  where  they  secured  land  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
eir  ays.  The  epitaphs  on  the  moss-covered  stones  in  Bishop  Hill 
cemetery  record  the  fact  that  Catherine  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety- 
nrne.  am , ^ier  husband  was  ninety-seven  years  old  when  he  died. 

eir  children,  eleven  in  number,  were  thus  named  in  order  of 
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birth:  Henry,  John,  George,  Frederick,  Jacob,  David,  Robert, 

Mary,  Xancy,  Elizabeth,  and  Margaret-.  When  the  parents  came 
west,  several  of  the  children,  including  George,  Margaret  and  Eliza- 
beth, diverged  to  the  south  of  the  Ohio  and  sought  settlements  in 
Kentucky,  where  they  became  the  founders  of  large  families. 
Henry  and  John  went  to  Pickaway  county,  but  the  other  children 
remained  with  their  parents  in  Ross  county.  Robert,  who  was  num- 
ber seven  in  the  household,  had  reached  his  seventeenth  year  when 
brought  to  Ohio,  his  birth  having  been  in  Berkeley  county,  W.  Va. 
March  5,  1788.  He  assisted  in  clearing  and  cultivating  the  farm 
until  the  period  of  manhood,  when  he  married  Sarah  Hill,  a native 
of  Maryland,  who  had  been  brought  to  Ross  county  in  childhood  by 
her  parents.  He  located  in  Huntington  township  and  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming,  occasionally  filling  minor  offices,  such  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  trustee  and  member  of  the  school  board.  He 
was  fairly  prosperous  in  his  business,  became  the  owner  of  about 
275  acres  of  land  and  had  reached  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  his  age 
at  the  time  of  death.  His  children,  eleven  in  number,  are  recorded 
in  order  of  birth  as  follows.  Catherine,  Phoebe,  Elizabeth,  Dorcas, 
Mary,  Sarah,  Martha,  John,  Henry,  Robert,  and  Jacob.  As  pre- 
viously stated,  Rol)ert  Bishop  is  the  only  survivor  of  this  large  fam- 
ily. He  was  born  in  Huntington  tOAvnship,  Ross  county,  April  29, 
1828,  and  spent  both  his  youth  and  early  manhood  at  the  parental 
home.  In  1865,  he  was  married  to  Susan  0.  Bi£hop,  a second 
cousin,  and  native  of  Ross  county,  with  whom  he  settled  on  the  old 
home  place  and  there  remained  during  the  ten  subsequent  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  Mr.  Bishop  purchased  the  place  of  122 
acres  where  he  has  since  resided.  The  only  child  is  Edward  C. 
Bishop,  who  married  Mollie  Ward,  of  Huntington  township,  and 
makes  his  home  with  his  parents.  He  holds  the  position  of  town- 
ship clerk  and  is  an  extensive  breeder  of  sheep.  The  family  are  all 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Judge  George  B.  Bitzer,  a distinguished  citizen  of  Chillicothe  and 
ex-probate  judge  of  Ross  county,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  officials 
in  the  State.  He  was  born  at  Adelphi,  this  county,  April  15,  1852, 
being  a son  of  Anthony  G.  Bitzer,  a native  of  Colerain  township, 
Ross  county.  Conrad  Bitzer,  his  grandfather,  was  born  at  Buffalo 
Valiev,  Pa.,  and  was  descended  from  German  ancestors.  He  was 
one  of  the  sturdy  pioneers  of  Colerain  township,  and  developed  a 
farm  in  the  heart  of  the  forest;  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-two 
years,  retaining  almost  until  the  very  last  the  remarkable  vigor  of 
his  youth.  Anthony  G.  Bitzer  was  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  at 
Adelphi,  and  also  superintended  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  near 
that,  village.  He  married  Catherine  Strawser,  also  a native  of  Ross 
county,  and  a daughter  of  Henry  Strawser,  a Pennsylvanian  by 
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birth,  of  German  descent,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Col- 
erain  township,  and  endured  many  privations  and  hardships  of  the 
frontier,  but  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  Anthony  G. 
Bitzer  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Jle  had  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  The  maternal  grandmother  of 
George  B.  Bitzer  was  of  English  descent,  and  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  instances  of  longevity  is  found  in  the  history  of  the 
family.  Of  the  parents  and  grand-parents  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  their  ages  at  their  death,  including  six  persons  in  all,  ranged 
from  seventy-six  to  ninety-two  years..  George  B.  Bitzer,  in  com- 
mon with  the  other  children  of  the  early  settlers,  did  not  enjoy  the 
educational  facilities  now  offered  the  American  youth  in  the  excel- 
lent public  system  of  today ; but  he  improved  the  opportunities  that 
came  to  him,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  received  a certificate  as  teacher, 
and  taught.  For  eleven  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching,  attend- 
ing  the  Wesleyan  university  at  Delaware  during  his  vacations.  In 
his  youth  he  had  cherished  a fond  hope  of  entering  the  legal  profes- 
sion, but  by  some  chance  of  fortune  he  began  to  read  medicine,  and 
for  eighteen  months  devoted  his  efforts  to  a preparation  for  entering 
Jefferson  Medical  college,  Philadelphia.  During  all  this  time  a 
strong  regret  filled  his  heart,  and  finally  he  took  his  destiny  in  his 
own  hands  and  abandoned  medicine  forever.  He  entered  the  office 
of  Van  Meter  & Throckmorton,  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  and  there  began  a 
course  of  study  for  the  law ; this  effort  ended  in  his  admission  to  the 
bar  in  1879.  He  at  once  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  in  the  autumn  of  1880  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of 
Boss  county  on  the  Republican  ticket.  This  was  an  early  recogni- 
tion of  his  ability,  and  he  made  a model  officer.  In  1887,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five,  he  was  elected  probate  judge  of  Ross  county,  after  one 
of  the  most  hotly  contested  campaigns  in  the  history  of  the  county. 
He  was  elected  his  own  successor  in  1890,  a testimonial  to  his  merit 
and  just  administration  heartily  appreciated.  Judge  Bitzer  has 
during  his  term  of  office  made  many  admirable  reforms  and  reduced 
much  of  the  business  to  a system,  all  of  which  has  been  warmly  com- 
mended bv  the  bar  regardless  of  party  lines.  He  is  still  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  the  law  at  Chillicothe.  Politically,  he  adheres  to  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  a straight  departure  from  his 
ancestral  example.  As  a public  speaker  he  has  more  than  a local 
reputation,  and  his  services  as  an  orator  are  always  in  demand  upon 
occasions  of  national  and  other  celebrations.  The  judge  was  mar- 
ried December  15,  1880,  to  Louisa  J.  Grimes,  a native  of  Ross 
county.  Of  their  five  children,  four  are  living:  Altha  M.,  Edwin 

.,  and  George  E.,  the  latter  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years; 
Florence  C.  and  Clarkson  B.  Judge  Bitzer  and  wife  have  been 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  from  childhood,  and 
are  prominently  identified  with  the  church  in  Chillicothe.  Of 
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marked  domestic  traits,  our  worthy  subject  is  devoted  to  his  family, 
spending  all  his  leisure  in  their  society.  He  is  a lover  of  standard 
literature  and  a wide  reader  upon  many  subjects,  gathering  the  best 
ideas  of  the  advanced  thought  of  the  times. 

William  Bitzer,  residing  near  TIallsville,  has  been  connected  with 
the  agricultural  development  of  Ross  county  during  a period  embrac- 
ing all  of  the  great  modern  inventions  relating  to  farm  work.  When 
he,  as  a barefooted  boy,  first  commenced  to  plant  com,  there  were 
no  sulky  plows  or  machines  for  drilling,  and  when  later  he  was  put- 
ting in  his  own  crops  there  were  no  reapers,  harvesters,  binders  and 
other  labor-savers  now  so  common.  He  has  seen  all  the  “ups  and 
downs”  of  the  business  and  in  his  quiet,  unassuming  way  has  done 
his  share  to  keep  Ross  county  at  the  front  as  one  of  the  great  farm- 
ing regions  of  the  west.  Mr.  Bitzer  comes  of  honorable  lineage  on 
both  sides,  one  of  his  ancestors  having  been  a Revolutionary  veteran 
and  another  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and 
Rosan  Barbara  (Metzger)  Bitzer,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
came  to  Ross  county  in  1812  and  here  ended  their  days,  the  mother 
dying  at  seventy-nine  and  the  father  when  eighty-six  years  old.  Of 
their  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  only  William  is  now  living. 
William  Bitzer  was  born  in  Green  township,  Ross  county,  November 
30,  1823,  and  there  he  has  spent  all  the  supervening  years.  He 
obtained  but  a scant  amount  of  “book  learning”  from  the  rather 
inferior  country  schools  of  those  days,  but  he  learned  to  do  all  sorts 
of  farm  work  and  acquired  the  habits  of  industry  which  remained 
with  him  throughout  his  future  life.  Since  the  beginning  of  his 
adult  years  he  has  always  owned  a farm  and  is  at  present  in  posses- 
sion of  eighty  two  and  oue-half  acres  in  Colerain  township.  Febru- 
ary 14,  ISfiO,  he  was  married  to  Mary  A.  Creachbauni,  who  was 
horn  in  Harrison  township,  Ross  county,  March  5,  1835.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Rowel  Creachbauin,  who 
came  from  Pennsylvania  and  married  after  their  arrival,  having 
seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet  living.  William  Bitzer  and  his 
wife  have  four  children,  who  are  thus  briefly  recorded  in  order  of 
birth : Leah  manned  Peter  Dunnn  and  has  two  children,  Harri- 

son L.  and  Cleo  M. ; Flora,  wife  of  Jacob  Heffner,  has  one  child 
dead  (Pearl)  and  one  living,  Mabel  T). ; Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of  C.  J. 
Noble;  William  R.  married  Jessie  Dmnm  and  has  three  children, 
Russell  E.,  Nolan  D.,  and  Mane.  Mr.  Bitzer’s  grandfather  on  the 
mother’s  side  served  as  a soldier  under  Washington  during  the  war 
for  American  independence  and  his  father  bore  arms  for  the  govern- 
ment in  1812. 

Charles  R.  Black  is  a native  of  Buckskin  township,  Ross  county, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  is  a son  of  John  W.  Black 
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and  grandson  of  Charles  Black,  the  latter  an  Englishman  who  set- 
tled in  Buckskin  township  as  far  back  as  1812.  He  became  a soldier 
of  the  war  then  prevailing,  taking  sides  with  the  United  States 
against  his  former  country,  and  was  wounded  during  one  of  the 
battles.  After  receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  at 
Salem  academy,  Charles  R.  Black  engaged  in  farming  and  the  live 
stock  business.  He  formed  a partnership  with  W.  L.  Stinson,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Stinson  & Black,  and  for  years  they  did  an 
extensive  business.  In  fact,  this  firm  became  the  heaviest  dealers 
in  live  stock  in  the  State  and  finally  entered  the  export  business, 
shipping  directly  to  Europe.  Their  operations  as  buyers  extended 
over  a large  area  and  they  were  the  only  exporters  in  their  section 
of  the  State.  In  September,  1901,  Mr.  Black  retired  from  the  firm 
after  fifteen  years  of  active  service.  Mr.  Black  never  allowed  poli- 
tics to  distract  his  attention  from  business  and  has  neither  sought 
nor  held  office.  lie  was  too  young  for  military  service  during  the 
war,  but  has  a distinct  recollection  of  the  Morgan  raid,  being  used 
as  a messenger  on  different  occasions  during  the  organization  of  the 
militia.  In  1869,  Mr.  Black  was  married  to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of 
Isaac  nver,  an  old  settler  of  Ross  county. 

Daniel  W.  Black,  a famous  cattle-breeder  and  feeder,  of  Ross 
county,  was  born  in  Buckskin  township  near  Lyndon,  being  a son  of 
John  W.  Black,  whose  family  history  is  elsewhere  sketched.  He 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  early  in  life  began  farming 
on  the  old  homestead  place.  Ilis  tastes  led  him  toward  the  live 
stock  business,  especially  the  fancy  breeds,  and  he  was  destined  to 
achieve  a marked  success  in  this  line.  About  six  years  ago  Mr. 
Black  made  up  his  mind  that  the  Ilerefords  were  the  best  all-rountj 
cattle  on  the  market,  and  he  determined  to  devote  his  attention  to 
their  breeding.  Since  then  he  has  made  a specialty  of  Herefords 
and  the  Du  roc  Jersey  swine,  bringing  both  to  a perfection  that  gives 
him  front  rank  among  the  breeders.  Starting  in  a small  way,  he 
now  has  a herd  of  about  thirty-five  pure-bred  Hereford  cattle.  A 
sample  of  their  quality  as  well  as  value  may  be  gauged  from  the  fact 
that  in  1900,  at  the  Kansas  City  thoroughbred  stock  sale,  he  received 
$600  for  a nine-months  old  calf.  Included  in  his  home  herd  is  the 
thoroughbred  cow,  “Armel,’  a superb  animal  bought  for  $700  from 
the  late  K.  B.  Armour,  for  which  Mr.  Black  has  since  refused 
$1,000.  At  the  great  international  fat  stock  show  in  Chicago  ia 
1901,  Air.  Black  exhibited  a carload  of  fifteen  head  of  Herefordsf 
fattened  bv  himself,  which  won  the  grand  championship  prize  of  the 
world  and  were  pronounced  by  competent  judges  and  buyers  as  the 
best  steers  ever  sold  in  the  Chicago  market.  Mr.  Black  has  been 
equally  successful  as  a breeder  and  feeder  of  swine.  His  hogs,  like 
his  cattle,  are  the  best,  and  show  the  evidences  of  skillful  breeding 
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and  feeding.  In  this  Mr.  Black  has  no  superior  anywhere,  being  an 
expert  in  all  that  relates  to  his  branch  of  business.  In  1889  Mr. 
Black  was  married  to  Laura  L.,  daughter  of  James  Q.  Tharp.  The 
family  are  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr. 
Black  is  a member  of  the  American  Hereford  Breeders’  association 
and  also  of  the  Duroc  Jersey  Breeders’  association. 

John  O.  Black,  well  known  in  mercantile  circles  at  Kingston,  was 
born  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  September  8,  1869,  son  of  Joseph 
and  Margaret  (Hoffman)  Black.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Black, 
settled  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  at  an  early  period  of  the  State’s 
history,  embarked  in  the  cattle  business  and  became  noted  as  one  of 
the  pioneer  drovers.  Mr.  Black’s  father  was  a teacher  in  early  life, 
but  afterwards  engaged  in  farming  in  Pickaway  county,  where  he 
located  when  a young  man.  The  closing  days  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  Kingston  and  there  his  death  occurred  October  12,  1897.  His 
widow  resides  in  Kingston,  with  her  son,  J.  O.  Black.  The  latter 
was  brought  up  on  the  farm,  receiving  his  education  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant academy  and  the  Kingston  high  school.  His  first  venture  in 
business  was  as  a painter  and  paper  hanger,  which  occupation  he 
followed  ten  years.  In  1895  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business, 
which  he  pursued  alone  for  two  years  and  then  formed  a partner- 
ship with  Shannon  R.  Sibrell.  The  firm  thus  constituted  continued 
until  1901,  when  Arthur  Hickle,  a farmer  of  Green  township, 
became  the  junior  member  in  place  of  Mr.  Sibrell.  The  firm  of 
Black  & Hickle  carries  the  largest  stock  of  general  merchandise  in 
Kingston  and  does  a thriving  business.  Mr.  Black  has  figured  con- 
spicuously in  local  politics  on  the  Republican  side  and  has  held  vari- 
ous positions  of  honor  and  trust.  When  twenty-four  years  old  he 
was  elected  mayor  of  Kingston  and  served  two  terms  in  that  capao 
ity.  For  three  years  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  was 
a member  of  the  school  board,  president  of  the  board  of  health  and 
at  present  is  a city  councilman.  Mr.  Black  .is  quite  prominent  in 
Freemasonry,  having  membership  in  Scioto  lodge,  No.  6;  Chilli- 
cothe  chapter,  No.  4,  Royal  Arch ; Council  No.  6,  of  Chillicothe. 
and  Chillicothe  commanderv,  No.  8,  Knights  Templars.  He  is  also 
a member  of  Kingston  lodge,  No.  419,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
Chillicothe  lodge,  No.  42,  of  the  Order  of  Elks.  October  23,  1900, 
Mr.  Black  was  married  to  Nellie  S.  Crouse,  a native  of  Kingston, 
and  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Leist)  Crouse.  They  have 
one  daughter,  Helen  C. 

James  H.  Blain,  a prosperous  fanner  of  Scioto  township  and  civil 
war  veteran  with  an  excellent  record,  traces  his  lineage  to  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Ross  county.  This  was  William  Blain,  who  camo 
from  Rockingham  county,  Va.,  and  settled  in  Scioto  township,  when 
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there  were  only  one  or  two  log  houses  in  Chillicothe.  He  assisted 
in  cutting  the  first  road  leading  from  the  present  county  seat  to  the 
village  of  Massieville.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Ross  county, 
William  Blain  married  a daughter  of  Daniel  Chesnut  and  settled 
down  to  the  grubbing,  chopping,  burning  and  clearing  which  pre- 
ceded the  rude  farming  of  those  days.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war 
of  1812  he  enlisted  as  a soldier,  went  off  to  join  his  regiment  and 
was  never  again  heard  of  by  friend  or  family.  What  became  of  him 
and  conjectures  as  to  his  mode  of  death  were  long  subjects  of  conver- 
sation around  the  lonely  firesides  of  his  neighbors,  but  no  clue  what- 
ever could  be  obtained  and  the  fate  of  the  old  pioneer  ever  remained 
one  of  the  unsolved  mysteries  of  the  wilderness.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband,  the  widow  returned  to  her  father’s  cabin  and  there 
remained  until  the  marriage  of  John,  her  only  son,  to  Elizabeth 
Pruitt.  The  newly  married  couple  took  possession  of  the  place  set- 
tied  and  cleared  by  the  missing  father,  and  there  spent  the  balance 
of  their  long  lives.  They  had  six  children,  of  whom  William,  Eliza, 
and  Samuel  are  dead,  the  living  being  James  H.,  Amelia  (wife  of 
John  A.  Landrum),  and  Joseph,  of  Franklin  township.  James  H. 
Blain,  second  of  the  children,  was  horn  at  Massieville,  Ross  county, 
about  the  year  1844.  Though  still  a youth  at  the  opening  of  the 
civil  war,  he  enlisted  October  14,  1861,  in  Company  I,  Seventy-third 
regiment,  Ohio  volunteer  infantry.  This  command  was  first  sent 
to  New  Creek,  W.  Va.,  and  later  took  part  in  the  following  named 
battles:  Bull  Pasture  Mountain,  Cross  Keys,  Cedar  Mountain, 

Second  Bull  Run,  Chancellorsville,  and  Gettysburg,  to  say  nothing 
of  many  intervening  minor  engagements.  Mr.  Blain’s  regiment 
being  sent  to  General  Rosecrans  in  Tennessee  he  took  part  with  it 
in  the  battles  at  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge.  The 
next  service  was  at  Knoxville  for  the  relief  of  General  Burnside* 
after  which  they  returned  to  Chattanooga.  There  the  regiment 
re^enlisted  for  the  balance  of  the  war,  and  Mr.  Blain  obtained  a 
short  rest  at  home  on  furlough.  On  his  return,  the  regiment  joined 
Sherman  at  Chattanooga  and  began  the  Atlanta  campaign,  during 
which  they  participated  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Dallas,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Peachtree  Creek  and  the  siege  of  Atlanta.  Subsequently 
Mr.  Blain  was  one  of  the  great  army  on  the  “march  to  the  sea,”  with 
its  continual  skirmishing  and  innumerable  incidents  of  an  exciting 
nature.  Then  came  the  arrival  at  Savannah,  the  grateful  rest  in 
camp,  the  crossing  of  the  river  into  South  Carolina,  the  fights  at 
entonville  and  Goldsboro,  and  lastly  the  grand  review  at  Washing- 
ton  w iieh  closed  the  mighty  struggle.  After  reaching  Ohio  by  way 
of  Louisville  and  receiving  his  discharge,  Mr.  Blain  returned  home 
and  resumed  work.  In  October,  1867,  he  was  married  to  Nancy 
-burns,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  settled  on  the  old  homestead 
c eare  >y  his  grandfather,  owned  by  his  father,  and  the  place  of 
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his  own  birth.  There  he  resided  about  five  years,  since  which  time 
he  has  rented  and  at  present  is  engaged  in  the  peacful  pursuits  of 
agriculture,  cultivating  and  grazing  three  hundred  twenty-five  acres 
of  land.  The  names  of  his  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  at  home 
or  living  in  Scioto  township,  are  as  follows:  Charles,  William, 

Harry,  James,  Mary,  and  Carrie. 

Charles  A.  Blain,  a popular  young  fanner  of  Scioto  township,  is 
a representative  of  the  fourth  generation  of  his  family  since  its  ori- 
gin in  Ross  county.  The  first  one  arrived  in  the  same  year  that 
witnessed  Daniel  Chesnut’s  advent  into  the  county  and  this  was  at 
a period  when  the  now  populous  and  prosperous  city  of  Chillicothe 
could  only  show  two  or  three  log  cabins  as  a guarantee  of  what  it 
was  destined  to  become.  The  whole  Scioto  valley  was  at  that  time 
little  better  than  a howling  wilderness,  giving  little  promise  of  the 
high  order  of  civilization  now  prevailing  throughout  that  modern 
“land  of  Goshen. ” The  citizen  of  today  who  lives  in  that  lovely 
land,  fruitful  of  every  blessing  to  mankind,  filled  with  cultivated 
fields,  gardens  and  orchards  which  recall  the  “vale  of  Cashmere/’  is 
naturally  proud  to  know  that  he  had  an  ancestor  among  those  whose 
early  sacrifices  made  all  this  possible.  The  story  of  the  old  pioneer, 
William  Blain,  and  his  mysterious  fate,  also  of  his  son  John  and 
his  grandson,  James  II.  Blain,  are  detailed  in  the  sketch  of  the  latter 
which  appears  in  this  volume.  By  way  of  repetition  it  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  John  Blain  married  Eliza  Truitt,  settled  on  the  old  Chest- 
nut farm  in  Scioto  township,  reared  a family  of  six  children  and 
was  gathered  to  his  fathers  at  a ripe  old  age.  His  son,  James  H., 
joined  the  Union  army  when  a boy,  marched  and  fought  four  years, 
took  part  in  some  of  the  greatest  battles  of  the  civil  war,  and  alto- 
gether made  a soldier  record  of  unusual  credit  and  brilliance.  A 
year  or  two  after  his  return  from  the  war,  he  married  Nancy  E. 
Burns,  a lady  of  Southern  birth,  then  resident  in  Ross  county,  and 
by  her  had  six  children:  Charles,  William,  Harry,  James,  Mary, 

and  Carrie.  Charles  A.  Blain,  eldest  of  this  family,  was  bom  in 
Scioto  township,  Ross  county,  August  23,  1808.  He  remained  at 
home  until  his  twenty-fourth  year,  during  which  time  he  obtained 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  familiarized  himself  with 
all  kinds  of  work  on  the  farm.  November  24,  1892,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Blanche  Edwards,  of  Ross  county,  after  which  he  located  on 
a farm  in  Scioto  township  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  business 
connected  therewith.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blain  have  five  children:  Ira, 

Ruth,  Edith,  Euphemia,  and  Howard.  The  parents  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Valentine  Blankenship,  chief  engineer  of  the  Chillicothe  city 
water  works,  is  a native  of  Scioto  county,  bom  on  May  10,  1850.  He 
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is  the  only  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (White)  Blankenship,  the  former 
a native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Maryland.  His  father  was 
an  iron  worker  during  most  of  the  productive  years  of  his  life.  He 
enlisted  early  in  the  civil  war  as  a Union  soldier  in  the  Thirteenth 
Missouri  regiment  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  on  April  6, 
1862,  at  the  age  of  about  forty  years.  He  was  buried  on  the  ground 
of  that  sanguinary  battle,  where  his  dust  remains,  with  that  of 
many  others  on  either  side,  to  swell  the  list  of  unknown  and  unre- 
corded dead.  His  widow  survives,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
and  is  a cherished  member  of  the  family  of  her  son  Valentine.  The 
latter,  deprived  of  a father’s  assistance  at  so  tender  an  age,  was  com- 
pelled to  face  the  world  and  its  hardships  when  still  a mere  child. 
After  picking  up  a slender  education  in  the  schools  of  Scioto  county, 
he  became  an  apprentice  under  competent  instructors  to  the  trade 
of  an  engineer  at  the  iron  works  at  Bloom  furnace.  At  the  close 
of  the  civil  war,  when  only  sixteen  years  old,  he  went  south  and  took 
charge  of  the  Brownsport  & Cumberland  iron  works,  where  he 
remained  for  over  two  years.  In  1869,  he  came  to  Chillicothe  and 
was  employed  for  fourteen  years  as  a locomotive  engineer  on  the 
Baltimore  & Ohio  Southwestern  railway.  After  the  building  of  the 
Chillicothe  water  works,  Mr.  Blankenship  was  selected  in  1882  as 
the  chief  engineer,  and  he  has  continued  in  that  position  without 
intermission  up  to  the  present  time.  In  1877,  he  was  married  to 
Mary  H.,  daughter  of  It.  J.  and  Margaret  (Ryan)  Gardiner,  of 
Chillicothe,  where  she  was  bom,  bred  and  educated.  The  same  fam- 
ily  physician  who  attended  her  mother  when  she  was  bora,  has  been 
the  attendant  upon  Mrs.  Blankenship  at  the  birth  of  all  her  own 
children.  The  latter  are  five  in  number,  to-wit:  Ada  G.,  Clara 

May,  Olive  Jean,  Walter  I).,  and  Marie,  all  still  at  home,  the  first 
two  mentioned  being  graduates  of  the  Chillicothe  high  school.  Mr. 
Blankenship  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows, Knights  of  the  Essen ic  Order,  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Engineers,  and  the  National  Association  of  Steam  Engineers,  ^is 
political  affiliations  are  Republican.  lie  has  been  a member  of  the 
city  council  and  of  the  election  board. 

. Samuel  T.  Boggess,  D.  D.  S.,  long  and  favorably  known  as  a prac- 
titioner of  dentistry  at  Greenfield,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  Virginia. 

n 1858  he  came  from  that  state  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent  fourteen 
years  in  a dental  office  as  preliminary  to  more  elaborate  prepara- 
tions for  the  profession  of  dental  surgery.  In  1872,  he  matricu- 
lated at  the  Philadelphia  Dental  college,’  from  which  he  obtained 
tie  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  in  the  spring  of  1873.  Immediately  tliere- 
a tei  ie  located  at  J ackson,  Ohio,  where  he  s]>ent  fourteen  years  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1887,  he  removed  to  Greenfield 
w iere  he  continued  his  professional  work  and  thereby  achieved  both 
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prominence  and  prosperity.  Dr.  Boggess  is  popular  personally  as 
well  as  in  the  line  of  duty  and  is  thoroughly  informed  in  the  nice- 
ties and  intricacies  of  his  useful  calling.  In  1869,  he  was  married 
at  Athens,  Ohio,  to  Eliza,  daughter  of  Rev.  H.  J.  Carr,  deceased. 
They  have  a bright  and  interesting  family  of  four  children.  Minnie, 
the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  J.  Martin.  Dr.  John  S.  Boggess, 
at  present  assistant  surgeon  in  the  Marine  hospital  at  Philadelphia, 
is  an  accomplished  and  highly  educated  gentleman.  He  holds  a 
diploma  with  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  the  Ohio  State  university 
and  was  graduated  as  M.  D.  at  the  Miami  Medical  college.  Charles 
Boggess,  D.  D.  S.,  received  his  literary  education  at  Portsmouth, 
Ohio,  and  in  1897,  was  graduated  as  D.  D.  S.  at  the  Ohio  College  of 
Dental  Surgery.  Since  his  graduation  he  has  been  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  practice  at  Greenfield.  Miss  Martha  Boggess,  the 
youngest  of  the  children,  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Charles  E.  Bowdle  was  born  in  Union  township,  Ross  county, 
October  31,  1859,  son  of  William  F.  and  grandson  of  t Edward 
Bowdle,  bothr  natives  of  Ross  county,  the  former  born  in  1830,  and 
the  latter  in  1804.  The  great-grandfather  was  Wesley  Bowdle,  a 
Virginian  who  came  to  Ross  county  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  when  the  first  pioneer  settlements  were  being 
made.  William  F.  Bowdle  has  been  a farmer  in  Union  township  all 
his  life.  After  he  had  received  his  schooling  and  grown  up  to  man's 
estate,  he  married  Jane  Elliott,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children. 
The  oldest  of  these  is  Charles  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; the  seo* 
ond  wfcs  Ida,  who  became  Mrs.  Charles  Bay;  Nancy,  the  third  child, 
married  George  Garrison,  but  is  now  dead ; fourth  in  order  of  birth 
was  Carrie,  who  has  passed  to  her  rest ; next  comes  Effie,  now  Mrs. 
Noble  Garrison,  and  after  her,  Flora,  the  wife  of  M.  Garrison ; 
Grace,  the  youngest,  is  still  at  home.  Charles  E.  Bowdle  remained 
at  home  attending  school  and  helping  his  father  on  the  farm  until 
he  was  about  twenty-five  years  old.  He  then  made  up  his  mind  to 
marry  and  selected  as  a wife  Miss  Clara  Beard,  one  of  the  neighbor- 
ing girls,  to  whom  he  was  united  on  November  18,  1891.  After  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Bowdle  lived  for  a year  on  a rented  place  in  Union 
township.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  purchased  and  moved 
to  the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  In  addition  to  carrying  on  regu- 
lar farming,  Mr.  Bowdle  runs  a threshing  machine,  a saw  mill  and  a 
grist  mill,  among  all  of  which  he  is  a very  busy  man.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bowdle  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They 
have  three  children,  Forest,  Orrin,  and  Bernice,  the  first  two  at 
school  and  the  third  still  of  tender  years. 

The  Bowers  Family,  of  Ross  county,  dates  back  to  a period  almost 
as  early  as  the  first  settlement  of  that  section.  The  founder  was 
II — 26 


Digitized  by  tjOOQle 


402 


THE  COUNTY  OF  ROSS. 


Adam  Bowers,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  emigrated  to  the 
western  wilderness  near  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
A fine  sample  he  was  of  the  class  of  men  who  were  then  hewing  a 
path  to  civilization  through  the  trackless  solitudes  of  the  Ohio  val- 
ley. Strong  of  build,  resolute  of  character,  and  equal  to  the  most 
exacting  labor,  Adam  Bowers  soon  proved  his  right  to  rank  with  the 
sturdiest  of  the  pioneers.  lie  selected  the  then  struggling  village  of 
Chillicothe  as  the  location  for  his  cabin  and  commenced  the  struggle 
for  existence  with  the  hopeful  courage  characteristic  of  the  time. 
Mechanics  were  scarce  in  the  new  settlements  and  a skilled  work- 
man was  at  a premium.  Being  a millwright  and  carpenter,  Adam 
Bowers  was  a welcome  addition  to  the  infant  colony  and  managed 
to  make  himself  useful  in  many  ways.  He  assisted  in  building  the 
first  grist  mill  in  Chillicothe  and  also  the  old  block-house  which  was 
erected  for  protection  against  the  Indians.  The  tradition  in  the 
family  is  that  Adam  Bowers  came  to  the  county  a single  man  and 
married  after  his  arrival  there.  However  this  may  be  it  is  known 
that  his  death  took  place  in  1S40  and  that  of  his  wife  in  1846.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  Frederick,  Margaret,  Adam, 
James,  and  a daughter  whose  name  has  not  been  preserved  in  the 
family  records.  It  is  known,  however,  that  she  married  George 
Bush ; that  he  afterward  settled  in  central  Indiana  and  that  the 
city  of  Rushville  is  supposed  to  have  been  named  after  him. 
Others,  however,  contend  that  Rushville  and  Rush  county,  Ind., 
were  both  named  in  honor  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  the  famous  phy- 
sician and  scientist  of  Philadelphia.  James  Bowers,  who  is  next 
to  be  considered,  was  born  in  Franklin  township,  Ross  county,  on 
August  8,  1825.  After  reaching  man’s  estate  he  adopted  farming 
as  an  occupation  and  followed  it  throughout  his  life,  which  was  spent 
entirely  within  the  bounds  of  his  native  township.  There  also  he 
found  his  wife  in  the  person  of  Elizabeth  Pry,  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  named  children:  Frederick  B.,  George,  William  H., 

Margaret,  and  Viola.  The  two  daughters  died  in  childhood,  the 
mother  survived  until  February  5,  1892,  and  the  father  passed  away 
on  September  30,  1895.  Frederick  B.,  the  eldest  of  the  sons,  was 
horn  January  17,  1851,  in  the  township  of  Franklin.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  and  has  spent  his  life  mainly  as  a 
farmer  and  fruit-grower.  He  has  never  been  a seeker  after  office 
but  has,  filled  several  township  positions  at  the  request  of  the  voteire. 
February  9,  1890,  he  was  married  to  Julia  A.,  daughter  of  David  H* 
and  Mary  (Smith)  Sheets.  Her  grandparents  (Sheets)  migrated 
from  Pennsylvania  at  an  early  day  and  became  part  of  the  vanguar 
who  were  engaged  in  settling  Ross  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowers 
lave  one  child,  Ruth  E.,  who  was  born  May  11,  1897.  Georjp 
Bowers,  second  of  his  parents’  children  and  brother  of  Frederick  B., 
was  born  September  25,  1853.  He  attended  the  district  schools  and 
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after  reaching  age  adopted  the  occupation  of  farming,  like  the  rest 
of  his  family.  He  has  never  been  married.  William  H.  Bovvers, 
another  brother,  was  bom  June  17,  1856,  on  the  old  homestead  place. 
Since  reaching  manhood  he  has  followed  farming  as  his  vocation 
and  has  never  married. 

The  Briggs  Family: — Those  who  bear  this  name  may  take  pride 
in  the  fact  that  they  had  representatives  in  the  very  vanguard  which 
introduced  the  Scioto  valley  to  modern  civilization.  As  early  as 
1798,  the  year  in  which  Ross  county  was  officially  organized  as  a 
body  politic,  Samuel  and  Joseph  Briggs  located  in  its  confines  and 
became  the  founders  of  families  which  produced  some  of  the  most 
substantial  of  the  county’s  later  citizenship.  Joseph  Briggs,  the 
younger  of  these  brothers,  reared  a family  of  two  boys  and  several 
daughters.  One  of  the  boys,  who  was  named  Charles,  was  bom  near 
Austin,  Concord  township,  in  1806.  He  went  through  the  vicissi- 
tudes connected  with  the  life  of  a farmer’s  boy  in  those  days,  includ- 
ing irregular  attendance  at  the  “old  log  school  house,”  doing  chores 
in  winter  and  working  on  the  farm  in  summer,  and  thus  grew  to 
manhood.  Naturally  drifting  into  the  occupation  of  his  father,  he 
became  a farmer  and  followed  that  noble  but  exacting  calling  all  the 
days  of  his  adult  life.  Charles  Briggs  married  Catherine  Mallow, 
one  of  the  neighboring  Ross  county  girls,  and  by  her  had  twelve 
children,  the  second  bom  of  whom  was  given  the  name  of  Allison. 
Allison  Briggs’  early  experiences  were  much  like  those  of  his  father, 
as  he  grew  up  on  the  old  home  place  near  Austin,  and  in  due  time  he 
also  followed  in  the  paternal  footsteps  in  the  matter  of  choosing  an 
occupation  for  life.  He  became  a farmer-  and  adhered  closely  to 
that  pursuit  as  long  as  his  life  lasted.  When  he  l>egan  to  think  of 
matrimony  his  choice  of  a helpmeet  fell  upon  Jane  Snyder,  daughter 
of  William  and  Malinda  Snyder,  of  Fayette  county,  and  to  this  lady 
in  time  he  was  duly  united.  She  died  in  I860,  after  bearing  him 
three  boys,  two  of  whom,  William  and  Dudley  F.,  are  living,  and 
honored  citizens  of  their  native  county.  For  his  second  wife,  Alli- 
son Briggs  selected  Mary,  daughter  of  Anderson  DeWitt,  of  Fayette 
county,  by  whom  he  left  three  children  at  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1890.  Dudley  F.  Briggs,  youngest  of  the  children  by  the  first  mar- 
riage, was  bom  March  31,  1860,  while  his  parents  were  living  for 
a short  time  in  Fayette  county.  lie  was  taken  to  his  grandparents 
in  Ross  county,  by  whom  he  was  reared,  educated,  and  tenderly 
cared  for  until  grown  to  manhood.  In  due  time  he  adopted  the 
ancestral  occupation,  l>ecame  a tiller  of  the  soil  and  has  devoted  the 
principal  part  of  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Of  late  years 
Mr.  Briggs  has  added  stock-shipping  to  the  regular  routine  of  farm 
work  and  has  done  considerable  business  in  that  line.  October  26, 
1881,  he  was  married  to  Eva,  daughter  of  Abraham  Rowe,  an  old 
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settler  of  Ross  county.  They  have  four  children : Donnie,  wife  of 

Lee  Putman;  Emma,  Jesse  and  FarrelL 

Valentine  Brockmeyer,  the  efficient  chief  of  the  Chillicotke  fire 
department,  was  bora  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  March  15,  1858.  Hia 
parents  were  Theodore  and  Antonia  Brockmeyer,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany  and  emigrated  to  America  in  1842,  and 
located  in  Chillicothe,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
the  former  dying  in  1882  and  the  latter  in  1880.  VaL  Brockmeyer 
spent  his  early  youth  in  assisting  his  father  and  attending  the  city 
schools.  After  arriving  at  maturity  he  was  engaged  in  various  pur- 
suits until  the  2 2d  of  June,  1881,  when  he  entered  the  city  fire 
department,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  years’  experience  as  a 
coal  dealer  he  has  continuously  served  in  the  various  capacities  of 
the  fire  department  from  a driver  to  chief.  On  October  13,  1887, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Pickens,  the  estimable 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susan  Pickens,  old  and  respected  res^e^? 
of  Chillicothe,  where  she  was  bora  December  22,  1866,  and  reared 
and  educated.  Chief  Brockmeyer  is  a member  of  the  order  of  R© 
Men,  and  in  politics  is  a Democrat  and  usually  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  his  party’s  welfare.  As  chief  of  the  Chillicothe  fire  depart 
ment  he  has  proven  to  be  an  exceptional  officer.  Under  his  careiu 
supervision  the  department  is  in  excellent  shape  and  the  pride  o 
the  city.  Its  plans  and  up-to-date  methods  are  being  patterned  after 
by  other  cities.  The  department  is  equipped  with  the  lates 
improved  apparatus,  and  Chief  Brockmeyer  has  demonstrated  by  is 
long  and  faithful  service  that  he  can  properly  handle  it.  As  a 
means  for  keeping  in  tofich  with  the  best  thought  of  the  day  on  fire 
fighting,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  personal  views  of  his  co-laborers 
in  other  cities,  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  International  Associa 
tion  of  Fire  Engineers,  and  attends  its  annual  meetings.  He  is  one 
of  the  representative,  self-made  men  of  the  city,  and  has  by  stric 
attention  to  his  duties  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  a host  o 
friends. 

Charles  W.  Brodess  was  born  in  Huntington  township, . RoS® 
county,  April  24,  1826.  He  is  the  son  of  J ohn  Brodess,  a 
Maryland,  who  came  to  Ross  county  about  the  year  1805.  He  a. 
learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  before  coming  west,  and  after  locating 
in  Ohio  he  made  this  the  business  of  his  life.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Williams,  also  of  Maryland,  and  they  had  the  unusually  large  fam 
ily  of  twelve  children.  Of  these,  Nancy  and  Charles  W.  are  the  on  y 
ones  living,  while  the  list  of  the  dead  includes  Josiali,  Wesley,  ar 
rison,  William,  Linda,  John,  Nelson,  Henry,  Margaret  and  Thomas. 
The  father  removed  from  his  first  location  to  Huntington  towns  up 
and  subsequently  to  Twin  township,  where  he  died  in  1847,  his  wi  © 
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surviving  him  for  many  years.  Their  son,  Charles  W.,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  remained  at  home  until  after  the 
death  of  both  of  his  parents.  In  the  meantime,  his  occupation  was 
working  by  the  month  on  a farm.  In  1861,  he  was  married  to  Liza 
Jane  Pierce  and  settled  down  to  fanning  on  a rented  place.  A 
child  named  John,  who  afterward  died,  was  the  only  fruit  of  the 
union  and  the  mother’s  death  occurred  in  1863.  Mr.  Brodess  made 
a second  matrimonial  union,  with  Hester  Ivellough,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1865.  Shortly  after  this  event,  removal  was  made  to  the 
farm  where  Mr.  Brodess  now  resides,  consisting  of  nearly  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land.  His  second  wife  died  in  1900,  without  issue, 
leaving  him  this  fine  property,  and  in  March,  1901,  lie  took  his  third 
wife  in  the  person  of  Eva  Depoy.  The  business  of  Mr.  Brodess 
throughout  life  has  been  that  of  farming  and  stock-raising,  in  which 
he  has  achieved  an  enviable  success.  His  political  affiliations  are 
Republican  and  he  held  the  office  of  township  trustee  for  three  or 
four  terms. 

Brown  Brothers,  dealers  in  groceries,  hardware  and  agricultural 
implements  at  Gillespieville,  Ohio,  is  a firm  composed  of  Perry  D. 
and  Thomas  W.  Brown.  They  are  the  sons  of  William  and  Char- 
ity (Graves)  Brown,  both  natives  of  Vinton  county,  Ohio.  William 
Brown’s  parents  were  George  and  Achsah  (Dixon)  Brown,  the  for- 
mer of  Xew  York  and  the  latter  of  Jackson  county,  O.  On  the 
mother’s  side  the  Browns  are  descended  from  the  Darbys,  who  were 
connected  with  the  Revolutionary  war.  William  Brown  was  born 
in  Vinton  county  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  For  fif- 
teen years  he  followed  the  profession  of  teaching,  afterward  became 
a farmer  and  merchant  at  Eagle  Mills,  but  now  resides  in  Ross 
county.  William  Brown  and  wife  had  a family  of  five  sons.  Of 
these,  Thurman  G.  is  a clerk  for  Brown  Bros,  at  Gillespieville. 
December  25,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Alta  May  Arganbright, 
daughter  of  Phillip  and  Sarah  Arganbright,  of  Vinton  county,  Ohio. 
Perry  D.,  senior  member  of  this  firm,  was  married  in  June,  1900, 
to  Ella  Reed,  of  Kingston,  Ohio.  Thomas  W.,  junior  member  of 
the  firm,  was  bom  June  11,  1864,  taught  school  for  nine  years,  and 
engaged  in  his  present  business  in  April,  1890.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  married  to  Clara  Robbins  of  Jackson  county,  O.  Of  the 
other  sons  of  William  Brown,  Seldon  died  when  four  years  old,  and 
Stephen  D.  is  a clerk  in  the  establishment  of  Brown  Bros. 
Thomas  W.  Brown  is  the  present  postmaster  of  Gillespieville.  The 
family  stand  well  in  the  business  world  and  the  success  they  have 
achieved  has  been  due  entirely  to  their  own  efforts. 

Charles  M.  C.  Brown,  civil  war  veteran,  farmer  and  meat  mer- 
chant at  Clarksburg,  was  one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  Deerfield 
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township  during  his  lifetime.  Itis  father,  William  Brown,  was  a 
Virginian  who,  on  aceount  of  parental  objection,  eloped  with  the 
lady  of  his  choice  and  after  marriage  settled  in  another  part  of  the 
State.  The  family  records  are  somewhat  confused  as  to  the  ‘‘party 
of  the  second  part”  in  this  romantic  adventure,  her  name  being 
given  both  as  Eliza  Mortimer  and  Chairberry.  However  this  may 
be,  the  couple  soon  after  marriage  came  to  Ohio  and  settled  near 
Goodhope  in  Fayette  county,  where  the  wife  died  in  a few  years. 
Shortly  after  this  bereavement,  the  husband  went  to  Frankfort  and 
engaged  in  the  merchant  tailoring  business.  At  this  place  he 
married  a Miss  Klein,  of  Boss  county,  and  in  1855  removed  to  the 
west,  where  he  died  about  a year  after  reaching  his  destination. 
His  widow  returned  to  Frankfort,  where  she  still  makes  her  home. 
By  his  first  marriage,  William  Brown  had  three  sons,  Francis, 
Marion  and  Charles  M.  C.  The  latter,  who  was  the  oldest  of  the 
children,  was  born  in  Virginia,  September  27,  1833,  remained  at 
home  until  aliout  sixteen  years  old  and  then  began  work  by  the 
month  on  neighboring  farms.  He  also  learned  the  tailoring  trade 
in  his  father’s  shop  and  worked  at  this  during  the  winter  months 
when  there  was  nothing  doing  on  the  farms.  September  20,  1855, 
he  was  married  to  Margaret  J.  Houser  and  located  on  a farm 
between  Clarksburg  and  Frankfort,  but  during  the  next  six  years 
several  changes  of  residence  were  made  to  different  parts  of  the 
township,  until  finally  they  settled  down  in  Frankfort.  About  this 
time  the  civil  war  had  opened  and  Mr.  Brown  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  Eighteenth  regiment,  Ohio  infantry,  as  a private,  and  served  two 
years,  hut  owing  to  sickness  was  compelled  to  spend  most  of  the  time 
in  hospitals.  Feeble  health  at  last  necessitated  his  discharge  from 
the  army  and  he  returned  to  Clarksburg,  where  his  wife  was  living. 
His  time  for  several  years  afterward  was  spent  in  farming,  in  con- 
nection with  which  he  later  opened  a meat  market  at  Clarksburg. 
This  he  conducted  for  a few  years  at  that  point,  but  finally  went  to 
Frankfort,  where  he  had  a contract  to  furnish  meat  for  the  con- 
struction gang  engaged  in  building  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & Hay* 
ton  railroad.  He  died  in  March,  1877,  while  currying  out  this 
contract,  and  since  that  time  his  wife,  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  Brown,  has 
made  her  home  in  Clarksburg.  Mr.  Brown  held  membership  in  the 
Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  lodges  at  Frankfort  and  belonged  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

John  A.  Brown  is  the  most  conspicuous  living  representative  of  a 
ami  \ "which  for  many  years  and  in  various  wavs  were  influentially 
connected  with  affairs  in  Boss  county.  George' Brown,  the  original 
oun  er,  came  from  Pennsylvania  and  settled  in  Paint  township  as 
ar  back  as  1707.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and  as  a 
reward  tor  his  sendees  received  from  the  government  a title  to  the 
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100  acres  of  land  which,  he  occupied.  This  document,  faded  with 
age,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  grandson,  John  A.  Brown,  and 
it  is  needless  to  say  that  it  is  highly  prized.  On  this  farm  William, 
son  of  George  Brown,  was  born  in  1S02,  and  there  he  grew  up  to 
manhood  amid  the  rustic  surroundings  of  a pioneer  home.  In  1825 
he  built  the  first  saw-mill  seen  in  that  wild  region,  and  although  it 
would  not  be  much  valued  now  it  was  then  a very  important  improve- 
ment. It  was  one  of  the  old  fashioned  affairs  common  in  those 
days  farther  east,  and  popularly  known  as  “up  and  down  saws.” 
Notwithstanding  its  crudeness,  William  Brown  did  excellent  and 
much  needed  work  with  his  oldtime  sawmill.  Besides  the  great 
amount  of  liunber  turned  off  by  his  slow  but  sure  perpendicular 
blade,  a grist  mill  adjoining  was  a godsend  to  the  neighbors  far  and 
near  as  a producer  of  corn  meal  and  the  indispensable  hominy.  As 
late  as  1871,  this  industrious  and  hard-working  citizen  still  retained 
charge  of  his  mills  and  served  all  comers,  and  some  years  before  that 
date  he  had  introduced  the  modern  circular  saw.  During  the  civil 
war  William  Brown  was  noted  for  his  arduous  and  patriotic  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  Union  cause.  lie  gave  all  he  had,  and  borrowed 
some,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  soldiers'  families  with  provi- 
sions and  other  necessities.  He  served  on  the  board  of  township 
trustees  for  many  years  and  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  When  William  Brown  went  to  his  final  rest  on 
March  0,  1885,  his  death  was  generally  and  sincerely  mourned,  as 
all  knew  the  community  had  lost  a useful  and  upright  citizen.  In 
his  youth  he  married  Martha  Writenhouse,  by  whom  he  had  seven 
children,  three  daughters  and  four  sons,  three  of  whom  were  soldiers 
of  the  Union.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Mary  Edmiston,  whose 
parents  were  early  settlers  of  Boss  county,  her  mother  being  bom 
on  the  present  site  of  Chillicothe.  John  A.  Brown  is  a son  of  the 
sturdy  old  pioneer  and  patriot  sketched  above,  and  he  was  born  in 
1850  on  the  site  of  his  present  home,  at  the  very  spot  where  his 
father  had  first  seen  the  light  of  day  some  forty-eight  years  before. 
Tims  the  homestead  originally  gained  by  the  grandfather  for  serv- 
ices to  the  Union,  transmitted  to  his  son  William  and  inherited  from 
the  latter  by  his  grandson,  John  A.,  has  been  in  the  family  for 
three  distinct  generations.  In  1871  John  A.  Brown  was  married 
to  Cordelia  Ann,  daughter  of  Robert  Watson,  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  have  eight  children,  the  oldest  of  whom,  Mary  Alma, 
is  the  wife  of  II.  II.  Davis  of  Canton,  Ohio.  The  others  in  order 
of  birth  are  Jennie  Belle,  Jessie  Florence,  Roy  Alexander,  Willie 
Hays,  John  Benjamin,  Olive  May  and  Margeric  Lueile.  In  1872, 
Mr.  Brown  purchased  a steam  power  mill  with  all  the  modem 
improvements.  With  the  exception  of  a few  years  spent  in  Kan- 
sas, Mr.  Brown  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness for  nearly  thirty  years.  He  has  also  operated  steam  threshers 
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for  twenty-three  years  and  in  busy  seasons  sometimes  has  three  of 
these  machines  running  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Brown  is  in  no 
sense  a politician,  but  has  served  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  Paint 
township  for  over  twenty  years.  He  is  connected  with  the  order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  since  1804  has  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church. 


M illiam  J.  Brown  is  a native  of  Flemingsburg,  Ky.,  born  March 
5,  1847.  He  was  the  son  of  Thompson  Brown,  a native  of  Ireland, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  when  twenty-two  years  old  and 
settled  in  Kentucky ; was  a merchant  tailor  by  occupation  and  also 
conducted  a general  store,  this  business  constituting  his  life  work. 
In  1844,  Thompson  Brown  married  Elizabeth  Crain,  a native  of 
Kentucky,  with  whom  he  lived  happily  until  his  death  in  1854. 
They  had  four  children:  Thompson,  who  lives  at  Owingsville,  Ky. ; 
Mary  F.,  married  to  Jacob  Trumbo,  of  Mt.  Sterling,  Ky. ; James, 
whose  residence  is  not  known,  and  William  J.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  latter  was  seven  years  old  when  his  father  died,  after 
which  time  he  made  his  home  chiefly  with  his  grandfather.  He 
went  to  school  in  his  native  state  and  was  thirty-seven  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Ross  county,  where  he  rented  a farm  and  went  to 
work.  April  2,  1884,  he  was  married  to  Rilla  Pancake,  after 
which  he  lived  on  the  rented  farm  for  several  years,  and  seven  years 
ago  came  to  the  place  where  he  now  resides.  Tliev  have  had  seven 
children:  Samuel  T.,  Forest  I).,  Marie  (dead),  Willard  H.,  Zoa, 
John,  and  J ane.  The  only  break  in  Mr.  Brown’s  occupation  of 
fanning  were  the  few  months  in  each  year  during  which  he  drove 
mules  across  the  mountains  from  Kentucky  to  Xortli  Carolina.  In 
1890,  he  was  elected  tnistee  of  Twin  township  and  has  held  that 
office  ever  since  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  The 
township  is  naturally  Republican  in  politics,  but  Mr.  Brown  suc- 
ceeded in  carrying  it,  though  a staunch  Democrat.  Ths  w*as  a well 
deserved  tribute  to  his  popularity,  as  he  is  a very  popular  man  and 
an  excellent  citizen  in  all  respects.  Mrs.  Browui,  who  is  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Ross  county,  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  interested  in  all  good  work.  Mr. 
Brown  holds  membership  in  the  Masonic  lodge,  Xo.  196,  at  Bain- 
bridge,  and  the  Paint  Valiev  lodge,  Xo.  808,  I.  O O.  F.,  at  Bourne 
ville. 

The  Bush  Family.— The  first  of  this  name  who  located  in  Ross 
county  was  John  Bush,  a native  of  Virginia,  who  married  Mary 
Wise  and  with  her  migrated  to  Ohio.  He  purchased  land  from  the 
government  in  Concord  township  near  Austin,  on  which  he  con- 
s ructec  a one-room  log  cabin  and  therein  set  up  housekeeping  in 
rue  pioneer  style.  Amid  these  homely  surroundings  wTere  born 
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nine  children,  all  of  whom  have  long  since  passed  away,  but 
whose  names  are  thus  preserved  in  the  family  records:  Solomon, 

Elizabeth,  Mary,  Jacob,  Jesse,  William,  John,  Lavina  and  Julia. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  John  Bush  erected  at  Austin  the  first 
grist-mill  ever  seen  in  the  confines  of  Concord  township.  To  the 
operation  of  this  pioneer  establishment  he  devoted  all  his  time  for 
several  years,  but  later  embarked  in  farming  and  continued  that 
occupation  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  After  the  death  of 
his  first-  wife  he  married  a Miss  Schofield,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  Martha  and  Ada  J.,  both  now  dead.  The  mother  dying 
shortly  after  the  death  of  the  last  child,  John  Bush  made  his  third 
matrimonial  union  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Boss.  He  never  moved 
from  the  place  where  lie  first  settled  and  died  there  at  the  age  of 
ninety-five  years,  his  last  wife  surviving  him  for  some  time.  His 
daughter  Martha  married  I)r.  Galbraith,  and  Jacob,  his  son,  was 
married  to  Eve  Mallow  July  1,  1830.  The  last  mentioned  couple 
had  ten  children : Amanda,  deceased ; Rebecca,  wife  of  Strawder 

James;  Martha  X.,  wife  of  Nelson  Young;  Sarah  A.,  deceased; 
Allen,  of  Nebraska ; Mary,  wife  of  T.  N.  Peterson ; Lavina,  married 
Jonas  Peterson;  John,  deceased;  Irena,  married  to  John  Foster; 
Jacob,  deceased.  The  father  was  a farmer,  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church  and  died  in  1871,  his  wife  surviving  until  1882. 

John  D.  Butler  was  born  in  Union  township,  Ross  county,  on 
April  20,  1845.  His  parents  were  John  and  Ruth  (Dillingham) 
Butler,  the  former  of  whom  was  bom  in  Essex  county,  N.  Y.,  on 
Octolier  30,  IS  10.  John  Butler  received  a common  school  educa- 
tion in  his  native  county,  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage  and 
then  removed  to  Ross  county,  where  he  bought  821/*>  acres  of  land 
in  LTnion  township.  He  had  nine  children,  of  whom  George  H., 
Mary  F.,  Benjamin  F.,  Sarah  A.  and  Dcbby,  who  married  Joseph 
Brown,  of  Kingston,  are  dead.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  John  Evans,  of 
Chillicothe;  Belle  C.  is  the  wife  of  John  C.  Templin,  of  Concord 
township:  and  William  lives  in  Union  township.  The  father 
carried  on  the  business  of  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
was  a Republican  in  politics,  a Methodist  in  religion  and  a good 
citizen  in  all  respects.  He  and  his  devoted  wife  have  long  since 
passed  away.  John  D.  Butler,  who  was  the  fourth  child,  remained 
at  home  until  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war,  when,  on  May  1,  1864, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  Forty-ninth  Ohio  regi- 
ment. This  command  was  first  sent  to  Camp  Chase,  from  there  to 
Baltimore  and  thence  to  Chesapeake  hay,  where  they  did  guard 
duty.  Returning  to  Baltimore,  the  regiment  was  subsequently  sent 
to  Frederick  City  and  from  that  point  on  through  Virginia.  Soon 
afterward  they  were  mustered  out  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  when  Mr. 
Butler  returned  home  and  worked  by  the  month  for  some  time. 
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December  20,  1S71,  be  was  married  to  Ileressa  Worley,  a native  of 
Fulton  county,  111.  After  bis  marriage  Mr.  Butler  rented  a farm 
on  which  he  lived  for  nine  years,  when  he  became  heir  to  105  acres 
of  land  through  an  uncle.  He  has  followed  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  ever  since  he  settled  down,  making  numerous  improve- 
ments on  his  place.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  post  at  Frankfort.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  had  seven 
children,  of  whom  six  are  living:  Ilarry,  Charles,  Arthur,  Mary, 

Chauncey  and  Laura.  Ellena  is  dead,  and  all  the  other  children 
are  at  home  except  Charles  and  Arthur. 

William  E.  Butler  was  horn  in  Union  township,  Ross  county, 
May  9,  185:>.  His  father,  John  Butler,  was  born  in  Vermont  Octo- 
ber 30,  1810,  and  remained  at  home  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
when,  in  order  to  he  allowed  to  leave  home  before  arriving  at  full 
age,  lie  paid  his  father  for  a year’s  time  and  departed  for  the  stato 
ot  Xoav  ^ ork,  where  he  worked  on  a farm  at  six  dollars  per  month. 
This  he  kept  up  for  eight  years  and  on  December  16,  1838,  he  was 
married  to  Ruth  Dillingham,  a native  of  Xew  York  state.  About 
the  same  time  he  bought  a farm  which,  however,  he  soon  sold  and 
removed  to  Ross  county,  Ohio,  where  lie  settled  in  Union  township. 
There  he  purchased  82 U acres  of  land,  which  was  without  improve- 
ments except  the  log-house  in  which  he  made  his  residence.  By 
degrees  he  considerably  improved  his  home  place.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  He  lost  his  wife  bv  death  in  1890  and  his  own  demise 
followed  in  1892.  Their  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
Debby,  George,  Mary  F.,  Benjamin  F.  and  Sarah  A.  are  deceased. 
The  others  are  Eliza  J.,  who  is  married  to  John  Evans,  of  Chilli' 
cothe ; John  D.,  of  Union  township;  Belle  O.,  wife  of  John  C. 
Templin,  of  Concord  township,  and  William  E.  The  latter,  who 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received  the  usual  common 
education  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  reached 
twenty-one.  After  that  he  worked  out  for  about  seven  years,  and 
on  March  5,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Emma  Bowdle.  Shortly  after 
that  event,  lie  removed  to  Xebraska,  but  only  remained  there  a short 
time  and  returned  to  Ross  county  where  lie  was  engaged  in  farnj 
work  for  a while.  Changing  location  to  Paulding,  lie  remained 
there  for  a year,  when  he  again  sought  Ross  county  and  resumed 
arm  work  by  the  month.  At  length  he  bought  a place  of  his  own, 
consisting  of  82 lb  acres,  upon  which  he  moved  and  since  has  made 
is  permanent  place  of  residence.  He  farms  in  a general  way  and 
raises  stock,  being  regarded  as  an  industrious  man  and  good  citizen, 
lie  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  though  not  an  office  seeker,  served 
lor  live  years  as  constable.  He  belongs  to  the  Red  Men’s  lodge  at 


Digitized  by  U.ooQle 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


411 


Frankfort,  and  both  himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  church.  The  family  consists  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  are  at  home:  George  B.,  Amos  E.,  Addie  B.,  Clarence, 

Elmer  P.,  Forest  E.,  and  Mabel  E. 

James  L.  Cadwallader,  superintendent  of  the  Greenfield  (Ohio) 
public  schools,  has  long  been  prominently  connected  with  educational 
affairs.  In  fact  he  may  be  said  to  have  been  bred  in  an  atmosphere 
of  pedagogics,  as  his  father,  Alfred  Cadwallader,  was  for  many 
years  a teacher  in  Highland  county,  of  which  he  was  a native  and 
honored  citizen.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  that  part  of  Ohio 
was  Jesse  Cadwallader,  who  came  from  Virginia  and  settled  there 
near  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Mr.  Cadwallader  obtained 
his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county 
of  Highland.  He  then  became  'a  teacher  and  spent  four  years  in 
what  Thomson  describes  as  the  “delightful  task  to  rear  the  tender 
thought,  to  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  shoot.”  After  this  educa- 
tional novitiate,  Mr.  Cadwallader  accepted  the  position  of  principal 
of  the  public  schools  of  Vienna,  O.,  which  he  held  for  three  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  last  term,  he  became  a student  at  the  National 
Xonnal  university  of  Lebanon,  O.,  with  a view  to  qualifying  himself 
thoroughly  as  an  instructor.  That  famous  school  for  the  train- 
ing of  teachers  honored  him  with  the  degree  of  B.  S.  at  his  gradua- 
tion in  1891  and  a year  later  lie  received  the  still  higher  degree  of 
M.  S.  After  completing  his  studies  at  Lebanon,  Mr.  Cadwallader 
resumed  his  old  charge  at  Vienna  and  remained  there  twro  years  and 
a half.  His  next  responsibility  was  as  principal  of  the  Blanchester 
(Ohio)  schools  for  three  years,  when  he  was  appointed  professor  of 
history  and  Latin  in  the  Xonnal  university  at  Lebanon.  He  w^as 
holding  this  responsible  position  when  called  to  fill  the  superintend- 
encv  at  Greenfield,  the  duties  of  which  have  since  absorbed  his 
attention.  In  this  thriving  Ohio  city,  Mr.  Cadwallader  has  fully 
demonstrated  his  ability  both  as  an  educator  and  administrative 
officer.  lie  has  charge  of  twenty-one  teachers  in  schools  showing  a 
total  enrollment  of  8;*>0  pupils,  and  the  excellence  of  the  superintend- 
ent’s management  is  showm  by  the  superior  drill  and  efficiency  exhib- 
ited in  all  the  grades.  In  1892  Mr.  Cadwallader  w’as  married  to 
Bertha  Miller,  an  accomplished  lady  of  Clarksville,  O.  He  is  a com- 
municant of  the  Christian  church  and  member  of  the  Royal  Arch 
masons. 

James  A.  Cahill,  the  popular  city  solicitor  of  Chillicothe,  traces 
his  ancestry  to  the  green  sod  of  old  Ireland,  from  which  he  has 
inherited  some  of  the  island’s  warmest  and  richest  blood.  His  grand- 
father, Patrick  Cahill,  was  a man  of  consequence  in  his  native  land, 
being  an  extensive  dealer  in  leather,  iron  and  lumber.  He  came 
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over  to  America  in  1818  and  remained  a few  years,  but  later 
returned  to  the  old  country  after  acquiring  much  valuable  knowl- 
edge concerning  business  methods  in  the  United  States.  During 
the  terrible  famine  of  1845-46  he  was  a prominent  factor  in  distrib- 
uting the  supplies  sent  from  America,  as  many  consignments  were 
made  to  him  by  merchants  with  whom  he  had  become  acquainted 
during  his  residence  here.  Having  met  with  business  reverses  and 
severe  losses,  Patrick  Cahill  again  crossed  the  ocean  in  1849,  and 
settling  in  Cincinnati  endeavored  to  recover  his  fortune  by  embark- 
ing in  the  queenswarc  trade.  There  he  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
fiftv-four  years.  In  early  manhood  he  had  married  an  Irish  lady 
by  the  name  of  Jane  llacket,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  but  only 
seven  of  these  reached  maturity.  Matthew  Cahill,  the  fourth  of 
this  family  of  children,  was  born  in  Tipperary,  Ireland,  April  18, 
1829,  and  was  twenty  years  old  when  he  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents.  He  had  obtained  an  unusually  thorough  educa- 
tion in  his  native  country  and  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Ohio  devel- 
oped remarkable  talent  for  commercial  and  financial  affairs.  He 
remained  in  Cincinnati  with  his  father  until  the  latter’s  death  and 
after  a short  experience  in  the  commission  business  located  at  Cov- 
ington, Kentucky,  as  a shoe  merchant.  During  the  civil  war  he 
purchased  a shoe  store  in  Chillicothe  and  since  then  has  devoted  his 
attention  to  that  department  of  commerce.  During  his  long  resi- 
dence in  the  Ross  county  capital,  Mr.  Cahill  not  only  became  very 
prominent  and  prosperous  in  his  chosen  line,  but  he  was  conspicu- 
ously and  influentially  identified  with  the  general  growth  and 
development  of  the  city.  Having  acquired  a large  amount  of  resi- 
dence and  business  property,  he  platted  and  sold  several  additions 
to  the  first  incorporation,  and  never  wearied  in  advertising  the 
advantages  of  the  city  as  a commercial  center.  He  was  at  one  time 
president  of  the  Electric  Street  Railway  company,  and  his  services 
as  member  of  the  appraising  committee  of  the  Fidelity  Building  and 
Loan  association  obtained  him  high  rank  as  a financier.  In  1854, 
Matthew  Cahill  married  Mary  Flesh  nor,  of  Maryland,  and  this 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  of  whom  six  are  living. 
Thomas,  Frank,  Mary,  Gertrude,  Will,  and  James  A. ; the  three 
dead  are  Ignatius,  Joseph  and  Emily.  James  A.  Cahill  was  born 
in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  July  31,  1873,  and  was  educated  at  St.  Marys 
college,  Kansas,  where  he  spent  five  and  one-half  years.  After 
leaving  this  school  he  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  Lawrence  T.  Nea 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  groundwork  for  a study  of  the  law 
Having  devoted  a year  to  reading  and  clerical  work,  Mr.  Cahill 
entered  the  Cincinnati  Law  school,  where  he  took  the  regular 
course  and  in  due  time  was  graduated.  Shortly  thereafter  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Chillicothe  in  the  office  of 
Henry  \\  oodrow,  with  whom  he  remained  about  two  years,  and  then 
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formed  a partnership  with  W.  Allen  Scott  which  still  continues. 
Aside  from  his  regular  duties  he  has  been  called  on  to  serve  two 
terms  as  secretary  of  the  county  board  of  elections.  In  April,  15)01, 
Mr.  Cahill  was  elected  solicitor  for  the  city  of  Chillicothe  for  a term 
of  two  years,  receiving  a majority  of  260  votes,  and  is  at  present 
discharging  the  duties  of  that  office. 

Jacob  S.  Caldwell,  of  Jefferson  township,  belongs  to  a family 
which  has  long  ranked  among  the  largest  landowners  in  Ross  county. 
This  accumulation  of  real  estate  began  with  Smiley  Caldwell,  the 
pioneer  founder  of  the  family.  Born  near  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  he 
came  to  Ohio  in  youth,  first  locating  in  Jackson  county,  but  after- 
ward settling  permanently  in  Ross.  lie  was  full  of  energy  and 
enterprise,  showed  great  shrewdness  in  land  deals  and  carried  on  all 
branches  of  farming  with  unusual  success.  Beginning  without 
other  capital  than  his  head  and  hands,  he  was  estimated  at  his  death 
as  the  wealthiest  man  in  Jefferson  township  and  among  the  richest 
in  the  county,  his  estate  invoicing  fully  a quarter  of  a million  dol- 
lars. He  married  Eva  Rittenour,  of  Virginia  birth,  but  then  resi- 
dent in  Ross  county,  by  whom  he  had  four  children.  Jacob,  the 
eldest  of  these,  was  a man  of  great  strength  and  nobility  of  character. 
Though  wealthy  and  living  in  the  greatest  comfort  with  a young  and 
growing  family,  he  raised  a company  of  infantry  on  short  notice  in 
1862,  was  commissioned  as  its  captain  and  hurried  with  it  to  the 
front.  As  part  of  the  Ninety-first  Ohio  regiment  this  company 
served  gallantly  through  the  campaigns  in  Virginia  and  Maryland 
until  1864,  when  Captain  Caldwell  succumbed,  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  at  Frederick  City,  Md.,  and  died  there  August  9,  1864. 

Edwin,  second  son  of  Smiley  Caldwell,  was  born  May  26,  1834, 
and  proved  a worthy  custodian  of  the  valuable  patrimony  inherited 
from  his  father,  which  greatly  increased  under  his  skillful  manage- 
ment. It  is  questionable  if  another  man  in  the  Scioto  valley  owns 
so  much  laud  as  he,  his  holdings  in  Jefferson  township  amounting  to 
2,000  acres  and  as  much  more  in  the  state  of  Missouri.  He  has 
devoted  his  whole  life  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  is  a progressive 
farmer  in  every  respect,  using  modern  methods  and  improvements 
in  his  extensive  business.  He  married  Martha  J.,  daughter  of 
John  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Strong)  Davis,  both  deceased.  Her  father 
was  an  extensive  farmer,  once  represented  the  county  in  the  legisla- 
ture and  died  in  Kansas  in  1887.  Edwin  Caldwell  had  five  chil- 
dren. Charles  D.  and  John  are  residents  of  Nodaway  county,  Mo., 
where  their  father  owns  large  tracts  of  land,  and  they  themselves  are 
farming  there  on  an  extensive  scale.  Eva  is  the  wife  of  S.  H. 
Beerv,  of  Richmond  Dale;  Jacob  S.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Letitia  died  in  1893  while  visiting  in  North  Carolina. 

Jacob  S.  Caldwell  was  bom  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Jefferson  town- 
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ship,  December  23,  IS 05.  He  attended  the  Richmond  Dale  high 
school  and  the  Wesleyan  university  at  Delaware,  0.,  but  the  mo6t 
valuable  education  he  obtained  was  that  received  from  his  exper- 
ienced father  concerning  farm  matters  and  those  agricultural  pur- 
suits which  were  to  constitute  the  labor  of  his  life.  He  fell  easily 
into  these  duties,  which  were  his  by  inheritance  as  well  as  natural 
tastes,  and  soon  proved  himself  the  worthy  son  of  a worthy  sire. 
His  inclinations  leaning  towards  fine  cattle,  he  invested  in  that  line 
and  has  been  a successful  breeder  of  the  Shorthorns  and  Polled  Dur- 
hams.  He  has  accumulated  a valuable  herd  of  these  “bovine  aris- 
tocracy,” consisting  of  fifty  head  equally  divided  between  the  two 
strains  and  all  highly  pedigreed  and  kept  in  the  finest  of  fettle.  He 
owns  a fine  farm  of  440  acres  south  of  die  railroad  and  340  acres  of 
pasture  land,  and  not  many  of  the  Jefferson  township  fanners  do 
business  on  a larger  scale.  Mr.  ( ’aldwell,  like  his  father,  is  Repub- 
lican in  politics  though  not  an  office  seeker,  the  only  official  position 
held  by  him  being  membership  of  the  board  of  township  trustees. 
December  23,  1891,  he  was  married  to  Bertha  Lee,  daughter  of 
Presley  Orr  of  Springfield  township,  and  tliev  have  two  children: 
Herbert  Orr  and  Presley  Edwin  Caldwell. 

Rev.  George  Carpenter,  I).  D.,  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
Ohio,  May  9,  1820.  Ilis  father  was  Nathan  Carpenter,  junior. 
His  grandfather,  Capt.  Nathan  Carpenter,  senior,  was  a descendant 
of  IV  iliiam  Carpenter,  who  came  from  England  in  the  ship  Bevis  in 
1638,  and  settled  in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  The  family 
is  easily  traced  back  to  the  thirteenth  century,  and  included  some 
notable  men  of  the  city  of  London.  Captain  Carpenter's  mother  was 
Charity  Allen,  sister  of  Gen.  Ethan  Allen,  the  hero  of  Ticonderoga. 
He  himself  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  in  the  pursuit  and  capture  of  General 
Burgovne  at  Saratoga,  and  in  many  other  sanguinary7  engagements 
until  a peace  was  conquered  at  Yorktown.  After  the  war  Captain 
Carpenter  settled  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of  1801 
he  removed  his  family  to  the  territory  northwest  of  the  River  Ohio, 
and  became  the  pioneer  and  original  settler  of  Delaware  county, 
Ohio.  Ilis  home  was  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Olentangv 
river,  a tributary7  of  the  Scioto,  five  miles  south  of  the  present  town 
o Delaware.  Ilis  son,  Nathan,  was  then  eleven  years  of  age.  When 
grown,  INathan  married  and  cleared  a farm  for  himself,  five  miles 
south  of  the  first  settlement.  There,  in  a log  cabin,  the  subject  of 
t is  sketch  vras  bom,  and  wdien  he  wTas  four  years  old,  his  father 
purchased  a mill  property  and  tavern  and  moved  to  the  west  side  of 
the  nver  into  a large  three  story  house.  Nathan  Carpenter  was  then 
armei,  miller,  tavern-keeper,  postmaster  and  magistrate.  He  soon 
irec  o the  bar  and  liquors,  cast  them  out  and  kept  the  first  temper 
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ance  tavern  in  all  that  region,  for  drinking  was  then  universal.  In 
1837  he  moved  to  a farm  near  Worthington,  Franklin  county.  Here 
he  finished  a useful  and  honorable  life,  not  the  least  of  which  was 
the  rearing  of  a family  of  eleven  children,  and  passed  to  his  rest  in 
1867.  His  son,  George,  received  his  preparatory  education  with  an 
Episcopal  minister,  Rev.  R.  K.  Nash,  in  Worthington.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  university  in  1851  and  from  a 
Theological  seminary  in  Cincinnati  in  1853.  He  was  licensed  to 
preach  by  the  Presbytery  of  Columbus  the  same  year.  He  was 
ordained  and  settled  over  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Kingston,  Ross 
county,  in  1855.  Here  he  continued  as  pastor  twelve  years,  and 
brought  about  the  building  of  a nice,  new  church,  and  the  purchase  of 
a parsonage  with  ample  grounds.  He  was  then  called  to  the  pastor- 
ate of  the  church  of  Washington  C.  IL,  Fayette  county.  In  this 
pastorate  he  spent  seventeen  and  one-lialf  years,  during  which  he 
had  the  church  enlarged  and  a convenient  parsonage  built.  Then 
with  headquarters  at  Chillicothe  he  acted  as  home  missionary  in 
some  county  churches.  He  resuscitated  and  reorganized  the  Mona 
church  and  secured  the  completion  of  a beautiful  church  building. 
He  organized  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Wellston  and  secured  a 
good  church  building  free  from  debt.  lie  is  now  laid  aside  from 
active  work.  In  1852  he  was  married  to  Matilda  Gilruth,  daughter 
of  Rev.  James  Gilruth,  a pioneer  Methodist  minister,  and  patriot 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1812.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them.  The 
youngest,  a girl,  died  in  infancy.  Three  other  daughters,  who  prom- 
ised great  usefulness,  were  taken  away  in  early  womanhood.  Three 
sons  remain : Dr.  W.  B.  Carpenter,  of  Columbus,  O. ; George  II., 

in  business  in  New  York  city ; and  Charles  K.,  a lawyer  in  the  same 
city. 


John  Irwin  Carson,  assistant  city  engineer  of  Chillicothe,  O.,  was 
born  in  that  city  on  August  20,  1854.  lie  is  a representative  of  one 
of  the  earliest  of  the  families  who  settled  in  Ross  county.  His 
father,  Rev.  Irwin  Carson,  was  born  in  Virginia  and  was  for  many 
years  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Chillicothe  during  its 
early  period.  He  married  Elizabeth  Carlisle,  who  was  bom  in  Ross 
county  in  1820.  She  was  a daughter  of  John  Carlisle,  who  located 
in  the  county  in  1701 ; was  thus  a resident  before  the  organization  of 
the  county,  which  occurred  in  1708,  and  eleven  years  before  the  state 
was  admitted  into  the  Union ; he  spent  his  life  here  and  at  one  time 
owned  most  of  the  land  uj>on  which  Chillicothe  is  now  located, 
besides  being  the  possessor  of  large  tracts  in  other  localities  of  the 
county.  Rev.  Irwin  Carson  had  but  two  sons,  of  whom  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest.  His  brother,  A.  C.  Carson,  is  managing 
editor  of  the  Columbus  (Ohio)  Dispatch.  John  Irwin  Carson  was 
educated  in  the  city  schools  of  Chillicothe  and  under  the  private 
tutorship  of  his  father,  who  was  liberally  educated  and  taught  aspir- 
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ing  young  men  as  a means  of  helping  them.  He  was  a clerk  in  the 
dry  goods  business  with  his  uncles,  A.  and  H.  N.  Carlisle,  until  he 
was  about  twenty-two  years  old.  He  then  took  up  civil  engineer- 
ing as  a profession,  which  occupation  he  has  ever  since  followed. 
He  has  worked  in  different  states  and  was  for  seven  years  in  the 
employ  of  the  Cincinnati  Southern  railway  company.  For  about 
eight  years  he  has  held  the  position  of  assistant  city  engineer  of  Chil- 
licothe.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being  a very  competent  and  accur- 
ate surveyor  and  mechanical  draughtsman.  Mr.  Carson  has  never 
married.  His  political  affiliations,  as  well  as  those  of  the  whole 
family,  are  Republican,  and  he  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church. 

Joseph  F.  Chapman  is  a native  of  Clermont  county,  0.,  born 
April  28,  1843.  Jacob  Chapman,  his  father,  was  born  in  Maryland 
in  1706  and  came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Clermont 
county.  He  grew  up  and  was  educated  there,  following  the  occupa- 
tion of  fanning  after  he  reached  manhood.  He  married  Nancy 
Boring,  the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
Abram,  Patience,  Elizabeth,  Nancy,  and  Mary  Ann  are  dead. 
Those  living  are  John,  William,  Isaac,  Rebecca  and  Joseph  F.  The 
father  of  these  children  died  in  1877  and  the  mother  passed  away 
in  1879.  Their  son  Joseph  F.,  subject  of  this  slcetch,  received  the 
ordinary  common  school  education  of  those  days  and  remained  at 
homo  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old.  On  January  1,  186i,  he 
was  married  to  Mary  A.  Smith  and  they  settled  on  a farm  in  Cler- 
mont county  where  they  lived  about  four  years.  After  that  they 
removed  to  the  state  of  Illinois,  but  their  residence  there  only  lasted 
two  years,  when  a return  was  made  to  Ohio.  The  succeeding  seven 
years  were  spent  in  Clermont,  but  later  a removal  was  made  to  the 
county  of  Clinton,  which  was  their  place  of  residence  for  six  years* 
After  brief  sojourns  of  a year  or  two  in  the  counties  of  Brown  and 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Chapman  Anally  leased  1 65  acres  of  land  in  Concor 
township,  Ross  county",  and  has  made  his  home  there  ever  since. 
Besides  his  general  farming,  he  raises  fruit  on  an  extensive  scale. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  have  had  ten  children,  all  living  except  Wa  * 
ter,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  others,  in  order  of  birth,  are  Nettie, 
Willmer,  Everett,  Ira,  Bertha,  Ruby,  Gertie,  Stella  and  Lester* 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  a 
the  children  belong  to  some  one  or  other  of  the  various  religion 
c enominations.  Mrs.  Chapman  is  of  German  and  Irish  descent. 

er  grandfather,  Peter  Smith,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
olution  and  was  brought  home  wounded.  Mr.  Chapman  can  also 
x>ast  descent  from  Revolutionary  ancestry.  His  grandfather,  B^u 

n Chapman,  served  through  the  war  for  American  independence 
as  a private  soldier,  but  escaped  without  serious  injuryr  of  any  kind* 
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Austin  Chesnut,  pharmacist  and  druggist,  of  Chillicothe,  is  a 
native  of  Huntington  township,  Koss  county,  born  April  25,  1860. 
His  parents  were  William  and  Elizabeth  (Cockerell)  Chesnut.  The 
former,  a native  of  Ross  county  and  a successful  farmer,  died  May 
2,  1873;  his  widow  still  survives  and  resides  in  Chillicothe.  The 
Chesnut  family  figured  conspicuously  in  the  pioneer  history  of  Ross 
county,  being  resident  there  several  years  before  Ohio  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a state.  The  founder  of  the  family  was  Daniel 
Chesnut,  the  paternal  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  a native  of  Rockingham  county,  Va.,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  justices  of  the  peace  in  Ross  county.  Austin  Chesnut 
has  some  of  his  old  papers,  showing  the  crude  methods  in  vogue  at 
that  early  day.  All  legal  papers  were  then  written  out  in  full,  there 
being  no  such  things  known  as  printed  blank  forms.  Daniel  Ches- 
nut’a  son  William  was  born  in  Virginia,  but  came  to  Ross  county, 
Ohio,  with  his  parents  in  1707,  when  only  five  years  old.  There 
were  three  other  sons,  whose  names  were  Benjamin,  Lemuel  and 
James  B.  All  these  brothers  became  more  or  less  identified  with  the 
early  history  of  the  county,  living  to  pass  the  meridian  of  life  and 
some  to  reach  old  age.  The  William  alx>ve  mentioned  was  the  father 
of  William  Chesnut  who  married  Elizabeth  Cockerell.  The  latter 
had  a family  of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living:  Josiah, 
a farmer  in  Hardin  county,  O. ; Sarah  C.,  wife  of  Charles  Hough,  a 
resident  of  Washington  state;  Hannah,  married  Allen  Wade,  a 
farmer  of  Ross  county;  Effie,  wife  of  Seth  Aldridge,  of  Jackson 
county,  Ohio ; Austin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; Hester,  now  Mrs. 
Conrad  Gerish,  of  Chillicothe;  Charles,  a farmer  in  Clinton  county; 
Rhoda,  wife  of  John  Lightle,  a farmer  of  Ross  county.  Austin 
Chesnut  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Ross  county  and 
at  a private  academy  in  Chillicothe.  When  still  quite  young  he 
became  a clerk  and  student  in  the  druggist,  business,  continuing  as 
an  employee  in  this  capacity  for  about  twelve  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  formed  a partnership  with  his  cousin,  P.  S. 
Chesnut,  in  the  purchase  of  the  property  which  he  himself  now 
owns.  This  firm  existed  for  four  years.  Austin  Chesnut  bought 
his  partner’s  interest  in  the  business,  which  he  has  since  conducted 
alone.  He  is  a registered  pharmacist  and  has  been  educated  in  the 
school  of  practical  experience,  l>esides  the  theoretical  training  obtained 
by  a course  of  study  in  the  Chicago  Institute  of  Pharmacy.  Mr. 
Chesnut  has  a finely  appointed  drug  store  at  X o.  300  East  Main  st, 
in  Chillicothe,  it  being  well  stock  and  up-to-date  in  every  respect 
He  carries  a complete  line  of  drugs,  proprietary  medicines,  toilet  arti- 
cles, and  all  the  sundries  found  in  first-class  drug  stores.  July  25, 
1888,  Mr.  Chesnut  was  married  to  Martha,  daughter  of  L.  F.  and 
Rebecca  Pigg  of  Huntington,  W.  Va.  Mrs.  Chesnut’s  parents  are 
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both  living,  the  father  being  employed  at  Maysville,  Kv.  Mr.  Ches- 
nut  is  a member  of  tbe  orders  of  Odd  Fellows,  United  Workmen  and 
Modem  Woodmen,  and,  with  his  wife,  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  in  Chillicothe.  Mrs.  Chesnut  is  active  and  zealous  in 
church  and  Sunday  school  work. 

John  T.  Cline  was  born  in  Concord  township,  Ross  countv,  on 
February  5,  1846.  His  parents  were  Samuel  and  Minerva  (Hog- 
gard)  Cline,  the  former  bom  in  Concord  township  in  1813,  the  lab 
ter  a native  of  Louisa  Court  House,  Ya.,  who  came  with  her  family 
to  Ross  county  in  1836.  John  Cline,  the  father  of  Samuel,  was 
bom  in  Pennsylvania  in  1768  and  settled  in  Concord  township,  Ross 
county,  at  an  early  day.  Samuel  and  Minerva  Cline  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  named  children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  JolinT. ; 
Arabel  Jane,  married  to  Joseph  Carter  of  Nebraska;  Salathiel 
Marian,  of  Nebraska;  Samuel,  resident  of  Frankfort;  Meriweather 
H.,  of  Nebraska.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1874,  and  the 
father  took  a second  wife  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Ellen  Nichols,  of 
Ross  county.  Edward,  the  only  child  of  this  union,  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  DeGraff,  Ohio.  Samuel  Cline  died  in  1893  on  the  same  farm 
where  he  had  always  lived,  one  and  one-half  miles  northeast  of  Frank- 
fort. Ilis  eldest  child,  John  T.,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  township  and  as  soon  as  he  reached  suitable  age  entered 
into  agricultural  pursuits.  lie  followed  this  business  until  18 <2 
and  in  that  year  removed  to  Frankfort,  where  he  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising. After  ten  years  in  this  line,  he  entered  the  coal  and 
grain  business  in  1883  and  has  followed  that  ever  since.  In  March, 
1881,  Mr.  Cline  was  married  to  Maria  J.,  daughter  of  Thomas  Junk, 
an  old  resident  of  Ross  county.  To  this  union  has  been  bom  one 
daughter,  Daisy  M.,  now  a student  in  the  Western  college  at  Oxford, 
O.  Mr.  Cline  is  at  present  and  has  been  for  the  past  twelve  years 
trustee  of  Concord  township  and  has  filled  various  village  offices. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  been  secretary  of 
the  Frankfort  lodge,  No.  309,  for  the  past  eighteen  years.  He 
belongs  to  the  Chillicothe  commanderv  Knights  Templar,  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with 
me  Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  holds  the  position  of  deacon. 

n fine,  John  T.  Cline  enjoys  and  deserves  the  reputation  of  being 
an  industrious  man  and  exemplary  citizen  in  all  the  walks  of  life. 

Thomas  Cockerell  was  bom  in  Scioto  township,  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
on  March  4,  1832.  His  parents  were  Peter  and  Catherine  (Riley) 
Cockerell,  born,  bred  and  married  in  Old  Virginia.  They  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Ross  county,  and  rented  some  of  the  Massie 
land,  where,  they  lived  for  several  years.  The  husband  served  as  a 
so  ler  uring  the  war  of  1812  and  drew  a pension  from  the  govern 
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ment  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  removed  from  the  Massie  land 
into  Huntington  township,  where  he  bought  100  acres  on  which  he 
lived  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Peter  and  Catherine  Cock- 
erell had  fourteen  children,  of  whom  Nancy,  Joseph  and  John 
(twins),  Peter,  George,  Philip,  Debbie,  James  and  Catherine  are 
numbered  with  the  dead.  The  others  are  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Susan 
(wife  of  Ray  Leach),  Thomas  and  Dennis.  Thomas  Cockerell  fol- 
lowed the  usual  custom  of  those  days  by  working  on  the  farm  during 
the  summer  and  attending  school  in  the  winter.  This  he  kept  up 
until  the  age  of  twenty -one,  giving  what  money  was  earned  to  his 
father,  and  after  reaching  his  majority  he  worked  out  by  the  month 
for  five  years.  In  March,  1857,  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Shotts,  after  which  he  lived  and  worked  on  rented  farms  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  In  1892,  he  bought  a place  of  95  acres,  to  which  he 
afterward  added  98  acres  in  Twin  township  and  here  he  has  since 
made  his  permanent  abode.  Mr.  Cockerell  has  always  taken  a special 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education  and  was  a member  of  the  school 
board  for  twenty-seven  consecutive  years.  His  wife,  who  died  in 
1881,  bore  him  five  children,  of  whom  Rhoda,  Hannah,  Ollie  and 
Jacob  are  dead,  and  Clinton  is  living  with  his  father  in  Twin  town* 
ship. 

John  F.  Cook,  the  well  known  architect  and  representative  busi- 
ness man  of  ChilliccVthe,  has  an  interesting  pioneer  ancestry.  The 
founding  of  the  family  in  America  originated  from  a romantic  inci- 
dent. One  day  during  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  a 
boy  whom  his  companions  called  “Sammy”  was  idling  around  the 
wharves  of  Liverpool,  England,  instead  of  going  to  school  where  his 
mother  had  started  him  that  morning.  But,  boy  like,  he  loved  to 
watch  the  great  ships  coming  and  going,  with  their  white  sails  flap- 
ping in  the  breeze  as  they  rode  the  waves  of  the  mighty  Atlantic. 
“Sammy”  Cook’s  curiosity  finally  got  the  better  of  him  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  ventured  on  board  of  one  of  the  vessels  without  know- 
ing that  it  was  then  ready  to  leave  the  harbor.  While  he  was  star- 
ing around  with  wondering  eyes,  the  ship  weighed  anchor  and  put  to 
sea,  carrying  among  its  other  passengers  the  truant  schoolboy.  He 
was,  of  course,  greatly  frightened  when  he  found  out  the  real  situa- 
tion, as  he  was  without  money,  friends  or  acquaintances  on  board  a 
ship  bound  for  a port  thousands  of  miles  away.  When  the  captain 
found  he  had  a stowaway  aboard,  he  compelled  him  to  do  such  work 
as  he  could  in  payment  of  his  passage  to  America.  To  this  incident, 
embracing  as  it.  does  some  of  the  elements  of  the  ludicrous  as  well  as 
the  pathetic,  was  due  the  presence  of  the  Cook  family  in  Ross 
county.  The  captured  boy  was  landed  at  Philadelphia,  where  he 
managed  in  some  fashion  to  make  his  way.  Obtaining  employment 
as  a “cub”  in  a carpenter’s  shop  he  in  time  acquired  a knowledge  of 
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the  trade  and  eventually  became  a contractor.  About  the  year  1806 
he  caught  the  “Western  fever/’  as  it  was  called,  and  in  company 
with  a party  of  neighbors  migrated  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Highland 
county.  Some  years  previously,  a family  named  Troth  had  come 
from  Xew  Jersey  and  settled  in  Massie’s  bottom  near  Chillicothe,  but 
on  account  of  the  prevalent  malaria  moved  to  a more  salubrious  sec- 
tion in  Highland  county.  This  brought  about  an  acquaintance  with 
Samuel  Cook  and  later  a marriage  between  him  and  Hannah  Troth,  a 
daughter  of  the  new  arrivals.  After  reaching  Ohio,  Samuel  Cook 
had  resumed  work  at  his  trade,  and  in  1808  he"  located  at  Chillicothe 
where  for  many  years  he  did  business  as  a carpenter  and  contractor. 
He  died  in  1854  and  his  wife  about  the  same  time,  leaving  a family 
of  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  One  of  the  latter  died  in  youth 
but  all  the  others  grew  up  in  Ross  county,  married  and  reared  fami- 
lies. The  eldest  of  these  children,  named  Samuel  Cook  after  his 
father,  was  lx>rn  at  Rocky  Fork,  Highland  county,  May  20,  1808, 
and  in  the  same  year  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Chillicothe,  where 
he  was  reared.  He  did  not  remain  long  at  school  but  in  boyhood 
began  to  learn  carpenter  work  in  his  father’s  shop  and  in  time  became 
skillful  as  a workman  as  well  as  shrewd  in  contracting.  In  the  course 
of  years,  he  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  prosperous  builders  in 
Chillicothe,  many  of  whose  public  buildings  and  private  residences 
owed  their  erection  to  him  and  his  brother  Joseph,  with  whom  he  was 
in  partnership.  In  1835,  he  was  married  to  Ellen  Creamer,  a nathe 
of  Ross  county,  whose  parents  were  early  settlers  from  Ireland  and 
her  father  a participant  in  the  early  Indian  wars.  She  died  in  1848, 
leaving  three  children : John  F.,  Samuel  A.  and  Sarah  E.  The  latp 

ter  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen ; Samuel  A.  moved  to  Kansas  and  from 
there  to  Tacoma,  Washington,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1893. 
In  1850  Samuel  Cook  took  a second  wife  in  the  person  of  Catherine 
Dowdell,  who  died  nine  years  later  leaving  a son  named  Charles  B., 
w ho-  went  to  Aberdeen,  in  the  state  of  Washington,  and  there  died  in 
1893.  In  1802,  Mr.  Cook  contracted  a third  matrimonial  alliance 
with  Mary  A.  Dowrdell,  a sister  of  his  second  wrife.  The  children  of 
this  union,  three  in  number,  are  Grant  L.,  who  resides  at  Kansas 
City ; Mary  II.,  wife  of  Edward  Evans  of  Columbus,  0. ; an. 
Alice  B.,  of  Chillicothe.  John  F.  Cook,  the  eldest  child  of  his 
father’s  first  marriage,  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  May  24,  1839,  in  the 
house  purchased  by  his  grandfather  in  1810,  which  has  since 
remained  in  the  family  and  is  his  own  present  residence.  Whe/ 
ourteen  years  old  he  left  high  school  to  begin  w'ork  in  the  carpenters 
shop,  and  never  quit,  the  bench  until  he  had  completely  mastered  the 
ra  e.  But  his  ambition  wTas  higher  than  that  of  merelv  managing 
an  ordinary  carpenter  shop.  In  1 858  he  began  the  study  of  architec- 
ture in  a Cincinnati  office  and  devoted  two  years  of  close  applied00 
to  mastering  the  intricacies  of  the  builder’s' art.  After  an  intermis- 
sion o a ew  years  he  renewed  his  studies  at  the  same  place  and  from 
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1805  until  1870  followed  the  business  of  contracting  and  building 
at  Chillicothe.  During  the  years  since  then,  Mr.  Cook  has  confined 
himself  to  the  work  which  belongs  in  the  noble  profession  of  architec- 
ture and  in  that  line  he  holds  high  rank  among  his  fellow  craftsmen. 
Mr.  Cook’s  military  experience  during  the  civil  war  was  confined 
to  his  service,  in  1804,  in  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
ninth  regiment,  Ohio  National  Guard,  which  though  brief  was  decid- 
edly spirited  and  creditable  to  the  soldiers  composing  the  command. 
They  took  part  in  the  hard-fought  battle  at  Monocacv  Junction,  July 
9,  1804,  where  the  regiment  lost  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  in 
killed  and  wounded.  August  19,  1804,  the  regiment  had  a skirmish 
at  Berryville,  Ya.,  with  Mosby’s  men,  during  which  Mr.  Cook  was 
captured  but  was  fortunate  enough  to  make  his  escape  the  same  day. 
Mr.  Cook  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  for  forty  years, 
having  joined  the  Blue  lodge  in  1S02,  the  chapter  shortly  afterward, 
the  council  in  1804  and  the  eommandery  in  1800.  For  twelve  years 
past  he  has  also  held  membership  in  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  December  30,  1809,  he  was  married  to  Mary  F., 
daughter  of  John  D.  Carr,  who  came  in  boyhood  from  Maryland. 
Mrs.  Cook  died  April  23,  1898,  leaving  three  children:  Yirgie  B.,  a 

teacher  in  the  Chillicothe  schools;  Ethel  E.,  now  Mrs.  II.  P.  Yeaton, 
of  Chillicothe;  and  Helen  F. 

Bov.  Randolph  Cook,  the  popular  pastor  of  the  Christian  church  at 
Chillicothe  and  noted  for  his  fervid  zeal  and  eloquence  in  the  pulpit, 
though  one  of  the  youngest  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  of  the  Ross 
county  ministry.  He  inherited  both  his  talent  and  his  taste  for 
evangelistic  work,  as  his  father,  John  S.  Cook,  was  a well  known  min- 
ister of  the  United  Brethren  church  and  spent  his  whole  life  in  the 
cause  of  Christ.  He  married  Caroline,  daughter  of  John  Rasey,  an 
early  settler  among  the  Wyandotte  Indians,  who  has  numerous 
descendants  and  collateral  relatives  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Ohio. 
Randolph  Cook  was  born  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  January  8,  1874, 
and  when  only  five  days  old  suffered  the  irreparable  loss  of  his  mother 
bv  death.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county 
until  his  eleventh  year,  when  his  father  moved  to  Carroll  county, 
Tenn.,  where  he  resumed  his  studies  in  the  preparatory  course. 
When  eighteen  years  old  he  entered  the  high  school  at  Cato,  X.  Y., 
where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1892,  and  in  the  same  year 
he  became  a student  at  Hiram  (Ohio)  college,  made  famous  by  con- 
nection with  the  name  of  President  Garfield.  By  assiduous  atten- 
tion to  duties  and  unremitting  study,  Mr.  Cook  managed  to  condense 
the  work  of  a three-years'  course  at  that  institution  into  two  years 
and  while  there  made  his  first  appearance  as  a preacher  of  the  gospel. 
After  leaving  Hiram  he  spent  eighteen  months  in  Missouri  as  pastor 
of  the  Christian  churches  at  Rolla  and  Richland,  followed  bv  a trip 
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of  fourteen  months  through  the  West  and  ending  in  a location  at 
McLeansboro,  111.,  for  a year.  Mr.  Cook’s  next  move  was  to  Metrop- 
olis City,  111.,  where  he  had  pastoral  charge  of  the  Christian  church 
for  two  and  a half  years.  While  resident  there  in  1900,  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Prohibition  party  as  its  candidate  to  represent 
Massac  county  in  the  legislature  and  it  is  an  evidence  of  his  popu- 
ant>  that  while  his  party’s  presidential  candidate  received  29 
votes  and  its  candidate  for  governor  20,  Mr.  Cook’s  poll  showed  that 
028  people  cast  their  ballots  for  him.  In  February,  1901,  he 
accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Christian  church  at  Chillicothe,  under 
the  auspices  ot  the  Ohio  Christian  missionary  society.  During  the 
seven  years  of  his  ministry  he  has  received  four  hundred  people  into 

e church,  and  since  locating  at  Chillicothe  he  has  been  instru- 
mental  in  building  a commodious  house  of  worship  and  increasing 
the  church  membership  seventy-live  per  cent.  Mr.  Cook  has  been 
selected  as  secretary  of  the  Ohio  College  of  Osteopathy,  recently 
established  at  Chillicothe.  December  12,  1S99,  he  was  married  to 
Anna  L.  Mason,  of  McLeansboro,  111. 

Dennis  C orcoran  was  born  in  Scioto  township,  Ross  county,  Sep- 
tember 14,  18o5.  Ilis  parents  were  John  and  Bridget  (Cavanaugh) 
orcoran,  who  were  born,  bred  and  married  in  Ireland,  and  came 
to  the  l mted  States  in  a sailing  vessel,  which  took  eight  weeks  to 
cross  the  water,  landed  in  Xew  York  and  proceeded  directly  to  Ross 
county,  Ohio.  A soon  as  he  arrived  Mr.  ('orcoran  went  to  work  on 
' ^ll0  month,  but  in  a short  time  rented  land  of  his  own 
^ *ij  10  ?Lera^ec^  mitil  1895,  when  he  retired  and  is  living  with  his 
children,  in  his  ninety-sixth  year.  Ilis  wife  died  in  1899  at  the 
age  ot  seventy-seven  years.  They  had  a family  of  ten  children,  as 
o ows.  Hugh,  Dennis,  John,  Mary  (now  Mrs.  Jacob  Baum), 
Andrew  Henry,  Margaret  (now  Mrs.  Samuel  Sbotts),  William,  and 
ames  (tie  latter  deceased).  Dennis  Corcoran,  the  second  of  the 
children,  received  liis  education  in  the  district  schools  and  remained 
at  home  until  he  became  of  age.'  On  January  6,  1876,  lie  was 
married  to  Sarah  Downey,  a native  of  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  and 
immediately  the  young  couple  went,  to  housekeeping  in  Twin  town- 
snip.  Mr.  Corcoran  worked  on  a farm  by  the  month  for  about  four 
years,  w leu  lie  rented  and  conducted  a place  on  bis  own  account  for 
/e  *^ears*  Then,  for  some  sixteen  years,  he  worked  on  different 
arms,  unti  finally  lie  settled  down  on  the  place  where  he  now 
si  es,  consisting  of  over  800  acres.  He  carried  on  general  fail- 
ing and  stockraising,  having  all  his  life  been  an  industrious  and 
aicwor-mg  man.  He  was  road  supervisor  for  one  term  nod  has 
f mrnb0r1°f  tJle  8011001  board-  In  IbOl  he  was  elected  town- 
7uUch  he  now  holds  and  is  filling  to  the  entire 

ion  o his  constituents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corcoran  have  five 
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children,  of  whom  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Mick  Jones,  now  living  in 
Portsmouth,  Va. ; Ella  is  married  to  Thomas  Carr,  and  lives  in 
Twin  township;  Clara,  Freddie  and  Charlie  are  still  at  home. 

Captain  Caleb  Core  was  born  in  Twin  township,  Ross  county, 
December  14,  1836.  His  father,  Isaac  Core,  was  of  Maryland 
origin,  being  bora  in  that  state  in  1798,  and  when  still  an  infant 
came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  in  1800.  They  settled  on  T\vin  creek 
in  Twin  township,  Ross  county,  and  there  Isaac  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated as  well  as  the  rude  conditions  of  those  days  would  allow.  He 
remained  at  home  until  he  reached  manhood,  when  he  married 
Sarah  Hymes.  They  established  themselves  themselves  on  a place 
near  the  old  home  farm  and  lived  there  for  some  twenty-five  or 
twenty-six  years.  Of  their  family  of  nine  children,  Isaac  and 
Sarah  J.  are  dead;  Aaron  is  in  California;  Nancy  is  married  to 
E.  R.  Wright  of  Iowa ; Caleb  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; Elizabeth 
is  the  wife  of  John  B.  Yowell  of  Iowa;  John,  Reuben  and  Mary  II. 
also  live  in  Iowa,  the  latter  being  married  to  R.  Stevenson.  In  1854, 
the  father  moved  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  where  he  bought  a large 
tract  of  land,  which  he  fanned  until  his  death  in  February,  1875, 
his  wife  having  passed  away  in  1851  in  Ross  county.  Caleb  Core 
went  with  his  father  to  Iowa,  but  when  twenty-one  years  old  returned 
to  Ross  county,  where  he  remained  about  eighteen  months.  The 
civil  war  opening  about  that  time,  he  went  back  to  Iowa  and  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Third  regiment  of  that  state,  May  20,  1861.  The 
command  was  first  sent  to  Keokuk  for  drill  and  instruction  and  from 
there  to  Missouri  where  they  were  assigned  to  guard  duty  on  the 
railroads.  Later,  they  were  ordered  to  Pittsburg  Landing  and  took 
part  in  the  great  battle  of  that  name,  many  of  the  regiment  being 
wounded,  killed  or  captured.  In  the  subsequent  campaigns,  Mr. 
Core  participated  with  his  regiment  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  battle 
of  Jackson  and  many  minor  engagements  and  skirmishes,  some  of 
which  were  as  severe  as  the  largest  battles  of  other  wars.  In  fact, 
few  regiments  made  a more  brilliant  record  or  rendered  more  valiant 
service  to  the  Union  cause  than  the  gallant  Third  Iowa  infantry. 
Mr.  Core  enlisted  as  a private  and  after  three  years  of  arduous  serv- 
ice was  mustered  out  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  as  a captain.  Some  of  the 
regiment  re-enlisted,  but  Captain  Core’s  health  was  such  that  it 
would  not  permit  him  to  re-enter  the  service.  He  returned  to  his 
home  in  Iowa  and  shortly  afterward  came  back  to  Ross  county, 
where,  in  1865,  he  was  married  to  Eliza  M.,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Rachel  Porter,  and  member  of  one  of  the  old  time  families.  By  this 
union  there  were  nine  children : Lilian,  wife  of  W.  S.  Stevenson  of 
Palmyra,  Iowa;  Rose,  now  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Jamison  of  Roxabell, 
Ohio;  Rachel  C.,  teacher  of  Latin  at  Menominee,  Mich.;  Isaac, 
John,  George  and  Bessie,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 
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Captain  Core  owns  a large  tract  of  land  which  he  farms  by  up-to- 
date  methods.  In  1883,  his  first  wife  died,  and  in  1889  he  was 
married  to  Came,  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Aletha  (Henry) 
Houser,  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Ross  county.  Captain  Core  is 
a Republican  in  politics,  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  of 
McAeal  post  G.  A.  R,,  at  Frankfort.  He  has  always  been  as 
observant  of  his  duties  as  a citizen  as  he  was  loyal  and  devoted  to 
the  cause  ot  his  country  in  the  days  of  darkness  and  distress. 


Daniel  Cork,  superintendent  of  the  Ross  county  infirmary,  is  a 
native  of  the  county,  and  a son  of  Daniel  Cork,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  The  senior  Daniel  Cork  was  bom  in  Harrison  county,  Va., 
April  11  1811,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father,  accompanied  his 
of  WOthTS  Td  a sister  to  Ross  county,  about  the  year 
1830.  Of  these  brothers  (John,  Jacob,  Andrew,  Harrison  and 
Joseph),  Jacob  returned  to  Virginia  and  became  very  wealthy;  Jos- 
eph  did  likewise,  but  later  removed  to  Illinois ; John  also  returned 
to  \ irginia;  Andrew  settled  near  Boumeville  and  afterward  moved 

It  ^ mV1  ‘Yn?n  Td°  bis  home  at  Cambridge  and  was  asso 
mated  with  his  brother  Daniel,  and  later  built  the  hotel  at  Bainbridge 

ZLT-  t 6.  7vSt  bmldmg  the  town'  In  after  v™rs  this  four- 
cnr,?fr,  '!-'k  b'r was  taken  down  and  the  material  used  in  the 
construction  of  business  rooms.  Daniel  Cork,  senior,  after  com- 

sitffa  BaiTT7  t0h  °hiu’  riUing  h0rseback  a11 

settled  at  Bainbridge,  where  there  were  then  but  six  houses,  and 

became  quite  prominent  as  a manufacturer  of  windmills  and  as  a 

fTnLrrrr1  bu;lder-  He  ais°  — 1 a f«m  riw 

ill,  near  Bambndge,  and  tanned  that,  while  making  his  home  at 
Bainbndge,  where  he  died  in  1883.  His  marriage,  "in  ISlTwas 

war  oTl8l”g  nf  ] Potte>  a te,m,ster  with  the  army  in  the 

ar  ot  181-,  and  the  first  man  to  settle  in  the  hills  east  of  Bain- 

l]foef,,WT  ,beln.S  k"°"’n  as  hill,  at  a time  when  the 

at  ni„  t At,-  r [d  rrb  fr01"  Which  St0ek  hiKi  t0  be  guarded 
at  inght.  Aim.  Cork  died  in  1878.  Eight  children  were  born  to 

ler.  James  Archibald,  Xelson,  Harney,  Daniel,  Marv  Sadie 

hSt  tftch"  ' w';h-  Danipl  Cork’  -W  name 

Mav  l‘>  1848  it  1 ch>Wren,  was  bom  at  Bainbridge, 

and  i,r’enrlv  ,,,  1 "T  hlS1ed,,Cat,on  ">  the  Bainbridge  school 

nl  in  earl>  manhood  engaged  in  shipping  cattle  for  Thomas 

he  farmed  for  one  year.  Returning  to  Bainbridge,  he  had 
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the  contract  for  carrying  mail  between  that  place  and  Chillicothe  six 
years,  and  after  that  for  four  years  between  Bainbridge  and  Hills- 
boro. Gaining  a wide  acquaintance  and  influence  in  the  county, 
there  was  general  satisfaction  when  he  received  the  appointment,  in 
1899,  as  superintendent  of  the  county  infirmary,  a position  he 
retains.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  eight  children,  of  whom  four — 
Jennie,  May,  Benny  and  Tiffin — died  in  infancy.  Josie  May  is  the 
wife  of  Silas  Orem,  of  Spring-field,  O. ; Dennis  resides  in  Union 
township,  and  William  S.  with  his  brother;  Clark  is  in  business  at 
Springfield,  O.,  and  Mahlon  is  at  home. 

Joseph  B.  Cory  is  a native  of  Concord  township,  Boss  county, 
born  in  1849.  lie  is  the  son  of  Israel  and  grandson  of  Nathan 
Cory,  the  latter  a native  of  New  Jersey  who  came  west  with  his 
brother  Stephen  late  in  the  eighteenth  century.  After  a roundabout 
trip  through  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  with  short  sojourns  in  each  of 
those  states,  the  brothers  reached  Boss  county,  Ohio,  in  1797,  and 
there  became  permanent  settlers.  Israel  Cory,  son  of  Nathan,  was 
born  May  25,  1806,  and  followed  farming  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1859.  He  married  Elizabeth  Baughn,  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  who  came  with  her  parents  to  Fayette 
county,  Ohio,  when  she  was  seven  years  old.  She  was  born  in  1809 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  her  death  occurring  in  1888. 
Israel  and  Elizabeth  Cory  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
only  four  of  whom  are  now  living.  Of  these,  Martha  is  the  wife 
of  Louis  Barr,  of  Greenfield,  Ohio;  Mary  married  Jerome  B.  Jen- 
kins, of  Oklahoma  Territory;  William  W.  resides  in  Frankfort  and 
Joseph  B.  is  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  The  latter  received  the  ordi- 
nary common  school  education  of  his  day  in  Concord  township  and 
after  he  grew  up  entered  on  the  business  of  farming.  In  1873,  he 
was  married  to  Emily  A.,  daughter  of  Joseph  Beard,  an  old  settler 
of  Boss  county.  She  died  in  1882,  leaving  three  children:  Witter  B., 
of  Greenfield;  Grace  G.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  D.  C.  Hanawalt,  of  Salt 
Lake  City ; and  Daisy  D.,  stenographer  and  bookkeeper  at  Green- 
field, O.  In  1885,  Mr.  Cory  took  a second  wife  in  the  person  of 
Grace  E.,  daughter  of  Wallace  W.  Boss,  of  Fayette  county,  O.  They 
have  two  children,  whose  names  are  Harry  II.  and  Virginia  Buth. 
Mr.  Cory  is  a meml»er  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church. 

Merritt  A.  Cory  was  born  in  Concord  township,  Boss  county, 
December  10,  1847.  He  is  the  son  of  Levi  Corv,  born  December  31, 
1801,  and  fourth  child  of  Stephen  Cory.  The  latter  was  a native  of 
New  Jersey,  born  October  10,  1773,  and  ho  was  married  in  that  state 
on  August  17,  1795.  Stephen  became  imbued  with  the  desire,  then 
prevalent  in  the  coast  states,  to  join  the  procession  in  its  advance  upon 
the  gTeat  western  wilderness.  Accompanied  by  his  brother  Nathan, 
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he  removed  first  to  Virginia,  from  there  to  Kentucky,  and  eventually 
to  the  Scioto  valley,  to  which  the  tide  of  migration  was  then  running 
strongly.  It  was  in  1797  that  they  reached  Ross  county,  which  they 
determined  to  make  their  future  abiding  place.  Stephen  Cory  did 
his  share  towards  clearing  the  wilderness  and  lived  to  see  that  part 
of  Ohio  enjoying  the  highest  order  of  civilization,  his  death  not 
occurring  until  December  18,  1853.  His  son  Levi  received  but  a 
limited  education  and  upon  reaching  manhood  went  to  Cincinnati 
in  search  of  work.  He  became  an  employee  of  the  famous  hotel  on 
the  corner  of  Front  and  Broadway  streets  and  remained  there  during 
the  winter  of  1828.  From  there  he  went  to  Circleville,  thence  to 
Springfield,  and  finally  located  at  Frankfort,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  until  the  financial  panic  of  1837.  While  the  industrial 
depression  was  prevailing,  he  converted  his  property  into  Chillicothe 
bank  paper,  and  when  that  institution  resumed  specie  payment  for 
two  days,  he  exchanged  his  notes  for  coin,  with  which  he  bought  large 
tracts  of  land  in  Concord  township.  On  this  estate  he  lived  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  November  24,  1879.  His 
wife  was  Nancy  B.  Rose,  a native  of  Virginia,  who  came  with  her 
parents  to  Ross  county  when  about  twelve  years  old.  She  died 
March  24,  1877,  leaving  three  children,  a son  and  two  daughters. 
The  eldest  of  the  latter  is  dead ; the  other,  now  Mrs.  E.  R.  McCaf- 
ferty,  is  a resident  of  Concord  township.  Merritt  A.  Cory,  the  only 
son,  received  a common  school  education  and  on  reaching  his  major- 
ity settled  down  to  farming,  which  business  he  has  followed  all  his 
life.  January  22,  1879,  he  was  married  to  Jennie  L.,  daughter  of 
John  J.  Augustus,  an  old  resident  of  Ross  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cory  have  two  sous,  Carl  and  Reed.  The  political  affiliations  of 
Mr.  Cory  have  always  been  with  the  Republican  party.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  for  several  years 
has  been  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  being  one  of  the  active 
spirits  of  Lodge  No.  309,  at  Frankfort. 

Austin  Matlack  Courtenay,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Walnut  street 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Chillicothe,  is  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  attributes,  both  personal  and  professional.  Bom  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  April  22,  1850,  he  received  a thorough  and  liberal  edu- 
cation, having  the  benefit  of  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city, 
supplemented  by  attendance  at  an  excellent  private  academy  in 
Maryland  which  was  followed  by  a course  in  the  higher  branches  in 
England.  After  leaving  college,  Dr.  Courtenay  lost  no  time  in 
entering  the  ministry,  which  he  had  long  had  in  view  as  his  lifetime 
profession.  Under  the  itinerant  system  peculiar  to  his  denomina- 
tion, he  served  as  pastor  of  congregations  in  Maryland,  including 
the  cities  of  Lonaconing,  Cumberland,  Hagerstown  and  Baltimore. 
In  the  last  mentioned  place  he  filled  four  pastoral  terms  to  the  emi- 
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nent  satisfaction  of  his  charges  in  that  great  commercial  center. 
Dr.  Courtenay  was  next  assigned  to  successive  charges  at  Alleghany 
City  and  Meadville,  Pa.,  and  while  at  the  latter  place  filled  the 
chair  of  lecturer  on  Christian  Evidences  in  the  Alleghany  college. 
In  1898  he  was  appointed  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Walnut  street  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  at  Chillicothe,  where  he  has  since  remained 
in  most  pleasant  relations  with  his  congregation  and  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  general  esteem.  Aside  from  his  pulpit  ability,  Dr.  Court- 
enay is  a geiitleman  of  varied  reading,  and  has  received  from 
Dickinson  college  the  degree  of  D.  D.  He  is  a writer  of  force  and 
versatility,  and  for  years  has  been  contributor  to  church  papers  and 
the  magazines.  Dr.  Courtenay’s  papers  are  always  read  with  avidity 
by  people  interested  in  such  matters.  In  1871,  he  was  married  to 
Florence  Valliant,  of  Maryland,  who  died  in  1897,  leaving  three 
children:  Austin  V.,  in  the  employment  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
railroad  company  at  Baltimore,  and  Misses  Florence  and  Amy.  Dr. 
Courtenay  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  has  reached 
the  Knights  Templar  degree. 

Aaron  Cox,  who  resides  near  South  Salem,  Ohio,  belongs  to  a 
family  which  has  been  prominently  connected  with  the  interests  of 
Ross  county  for  more  than  a hundred  years.  His  father,  Thomas 
Cox,  born  in  the  early  part  of  1801,  lacked  only  five  years  of  round- 
ing out  a century  of  existence  and  was  the  oldest  native  resident  of 
Ross  county  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1896.  During  all  of  his 
active  manhood,  a period  extending  over  seventy  years,  he  was  an 
influential  citizen  and  active  participant  in  the  affairs  of  his  county. 
He  was  a son  of  Jefferey  Cox,  who  came  from  Maryland  to  Ohio  as 
far  back  as  1780  and  settled  on  Paint  creek  when  but  few  white  men 
could  be  found  in  all  that  region.  He  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812  and  late  in  life  removed  to  Indiana  where  he  ended  his  days. 
Thomas  Cox  cleared  the  land  in  which  he  spent  his  long  and  useful 
life,  passed  through  all  the  struggles  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life 
and  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
married  Sophia  DeVoss,  born  in  Kentucky  in  1804  and  brought  to 
Ohio  by  her  parents  when  three  years  old.  She  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy-five,  her  death  occurring  March  19,  1879.  Thomas  and 
Sophia  Cox  reared  a family  of  six  children,  of  whom  only  two  are 
now  living.  The  eldest  of  these  is  Dr.  John  M.  Cox,  who  was  born 
in  1824,  and  has  been  a practicing  physician  at  South  Salem  for 
forty-eight  years.  Aaron  Cox,  the  other  living  son,  was  born  in 
1831,  reared  and  educated  in  Buckskin  township,  his  present  resi- 
dence being  within  one  mile  of  the  place  of  his  nativity.  He  has 
known  no  other  occupation  than  that  pertaining  to  the  soil  and  he 
has  been  engaged  in  farm  work  from  his  earliest  boyhood.  At  the 
age  of  twelve  he  was  driver  of  an  old  horse  power  threshing  machine 
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and  he  ever  afterward  retained  connection  with  this  feature  of  the 
agricultural  industry.  Mr.  Cox  lived  to  see  the  various  transforma- 
tions or  “evolution  of  the  thresher,”  as  it  may  be  called,  which  cul- 
minated in  the  finely  improved  modem  machine  run  by  steam  power 
and  one  of  which  he  now  owns  and  uses  in  his  business.  In  Sep- 
tember 1853,  Mr.  Cox  was  married  to  Mary  E.,  eldest  daughter  of 
Martin  and  Nancy  (Fagan)  Bailey.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Cox  was  Richard  Bailey,  who  came  from  England  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  located  in  Ross  county  about  1800  and  served  as 
a soldier  in  1812.  Martin  Bailey  was  born  January  5,  1809,  and 
by  his  marriage  with  Nancy  Fagan  had  nine  children.  Besides 
Mrs.  Cox,  the  other  eight  children  are  Catherine,  wife  of  Jackson 
Nichols;  Harriet,  wife  of  Milerd  Walter,  of  Illinois;  Daniel  Bailey, 
of  Missouri ; David  Bailey,  of  Twin  township ; William  Bailey,  of 
bouth  Salem;  Josephine,  wife  of  Jerome  Ilollaway,  and  John 
Bailey,  of  Portland,  Oregon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aaron  Cox  have  four 
children  living.  Their  eldest  son,  John  C.  Cox,  is  superintendent 
ot  the  reform  school  of  Indiana ; Thomas  J.  is  in  the  mill  business 
at  South  Salem ; Edgar  is  a stationary  engineer  in  Cincinnati ; and 
Ida  is  the  wife  of  Josiah  Bell,  of  South  Salem.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox 
are  adherents  of  the  Presbyterian  doctrine  and  have  long  been  mem- 
bers of  the  church  of  that  denomination  at  South  Salem. 


Andrew  M.  Cox,  one  of  Scioto  township’s  esteemed  farmers, 
finds  relief : from  agricultural  duties  by  fulfilling  calls  as  a minister 
ol  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  capacity  he  is  favorably 
known  throughout  Ross  and  neighboring  counties.  " The  branch  of 
this  numerous  family  to  which  he  belongs  is  of  Scottish  origin.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  his  grandfather,  John  Cox, 
was  brought  from  the  land  of  Bn.ce  and  Burns  b.y  his  parents,  who 
bought  land  in  Highland  county  near  Leesburg  and  lived  there  until 
^e  end  ol  then-  days  When  John  reached  manhood  he  was  manned 
t J.'nsie  Barrett,  settled  upon  the  family  homestead  and  followed 
farming  unti  his  death.  Of  his  eight  children,  Louis,  Rebecca, 
Mineiva,  and  Eliza,  are  dead;  the  living  are  Wesley,  Edward, 

Char  es’  On'  Ha™et’  'v,.f(;  °f  Samuel  Sellers  of  Highland  county. 
Charles  Cox  remained  with  h,s  parents  until  early  manhood,  when 
bo  married  Edna  Johnson,  born  and  bred  in  Highland  conn  y and 

°C  J7*  With  his  bride  he  Settled  on  a leased 

arm  near  Leesburg,  where  he  remained  about  three  vears  and  then 

the  v'7  7 • K IW  hf  °ibtainec1  ' *>  P««oh  as  a min- 

ster of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  was  engaged  in  evange- 

hstic  .work  for  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time:  he  reton, ed  to 
his  old  place  in  Highland  county,  where  he  was  living  at  the  opening 
the  civil  war.  Having  entered  into  a contract  to  supply  the  fed- 
eral government  w.th  horses,  he  left  home  with  a carbml  for  some 
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distant  point  and  was  never  again  heard  from  by  his  family  or 
friends.  After  the  disappearance  of  her  husband,  the  widow  moved 
to  Leesburg,  where  she  reared  her  family  and  is  still  residing.  She 
had  eight  children,  of  whom  the  first  three  in  order  of  birth,  Charles, 
Wesley  and  John,  are  dead.  The  others  are  Andrew  M. ; Mary,  wife 
of  John  Myers,  of  Leesburg;  Martha,  wife  of  T.  J.  Brakelield,  of 
Greenfield,  Ohio;  Harriet,  wife  of  William  Leverton,  of  Leesburg; 
Emma,  wife  of  Austin  Hill,  New  Lexington,  Ohio.  Andrew  M. 
Cox,  fourth  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Peru,  Ind.,  August  3,  1852, 
and  when  thirteen  years  old  was  compelled  to  work  on  a farm  for 
monthly  wages  to  assist  in  support  of  the  household.  This  life  of 
labor  continued  until  he  reached  his  twenty-first  year,  when  he  was 
married  to  Mary  Smith,  of  Fayette  county,  with  whom  he  settled 
on  a farm  near  Goodhope  and  remained  there  about  four  years. 
Afterward  he  removed  to  Belle  Center,  in  Logan  county,  and  during 
his  residence  there  his  wife  died  after  becoming  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Clara,  wife  of  William  Collins,  of  Pickaway  county; 
Cora,  wife  of  James  ILarkless,  of  Ross  county,  and  Edna,  deceased. 
From  Belle  Center,  Mr.  Cox  returned  to  Fayette  county,  where  he 
cultivated  a rented  farm  for  two  years  and  married  Isabelle  Edging- 
ton,  a native  of  Ross  county.  Shortly  afterward  he  located  at 
Washington  Court  House,  where  he  had  accepted  a position  with 
White  & Ballard,  dealers  in  agricultural  implements.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  a year  he  moved  to  Ross  county,  spent  two  years  as  a renter 
and  then  purchased  the  place  known  as  Bishop  Hill.  About,  this 
time  he  was  licensed  to  preach  and  accepted  the  charge  known  a9 
Byers  circuit,  in  Jackson  county,  which  he  filled  for  two  years. 
After  a residence  in  the  parsonage  at  Byer  for  a year  or  two  he 
bought  the  farm  of  150  acres  in  Ross  county  which  has  since  been 
his  home.  While  his  time  is  principally  devoted  to  fanning,  Mr. 
Cox  occasionally  preaches  when  called  on  to  supply  neighboring 
pulpits.  By  his  last  marriage  he  has  three  children:  William, 

Floyd  and  Fannie. 

Merrett.  Cox,  of  Gillespieville,  Ohio,  was  bom  in  Ross  county,  on 
Felmiary  2,  1855,  his  parents  being  John  and  Ruth  (Dixon)  Cox. 
His  father  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania  in  1799  and  came  to  Ross 
county  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  his  parents  settling  in  Chillicothe, 
when  there  were  but  few  stores  in  the  place,  and  these  were  con- 
structed of  logs.  They  only  remained  there  one  year,  and  then  moved 
to  Middlefork  and  spent  the  rest  of  their  days  there.  John  Cox  died 
in  1884,  after  a successful  life  as  a farmer.  Merrett  Cox  was  reared 
on  a farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  has  devoted  his 
whole  life  to  farming  and  stock-dealing;  handles  large  quantities  of 
stock  of  all  kinds,  and  owns  about  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  which 
he  farms  in  a general  way  by  up-to-date  methods.  He  is  recognized 
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as  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  his  township,  and  one  of  its 
most  thrifty  citizens.  Mr.  Cox  is  not  an  office-seeker,  but  has  held 
the  positions  of  supervisor  and  road  and  school  director  for  several 
terms.  In  1878  he  was  married  to  Maggie  Clipner,  of  Vinton  county, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Catharine  (Edwards)  Clipner,  who  were 
former  residents  of  Guernsey  county,  O.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox 
have  six  children,  whose  names  are  Clifford  C,,  Alpha  M.,  Rose 
Ethel,  Annie  May,  Ruth,  and  Ray  M. 


The  Coyner  Family : — The  old  German  name  of  Keinadt  became 
softened  into  Coyner  after  a due  process  of  mellowing  in  the  climate 
ot  America.  One  Michael  Keinadt  and  Margaret  Differ,  his  wife, 
located  m Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  where  a son  was  bom  to  them 
August  8,  1 i 68,  who  was  christened  John  and  was  the  first  who 

*1^00  wme  C'°‘yilGr-  Ho  accompanied  his  parents  to  Carlisle 
m 1<89  and  from  there  crossed  over  into  Virginia,  where  he  found  a 

i 1 V,le  P?rson  of  1Iannal1  Eavel,  who  was  born  in  1778.  In 
1814,  John  Coyner  turned  his  face  westward  and  after  a tedious 
journey  across  mountains  and  down  rivers  reached  the  garden  spot 
of  the  Scioto  valley  known  as  Ross  county.  He  picked  out  Concord 
township  as  a desirable  locality  and  settled  on  a farm  near  the  vil- 
Th!  °f  Franlfort,  which  was  the  scene  of  his  subsequent  operations. 

Co  r!:°Ue  ?-r^ia'y“  cemeter.v,  near  by,  inform  us  that  John 
Co>ner  departed  this  life  September  8,  1852,  at  the  age  of  eightv- 

four  years,  and  that  his  faithful  wife,  who  survived  him  four  years, 
sank  to  rest  in  ISoG.  John  and  Hannah  Coyner  gathered  about 
them  a numerous  family  of  children,  of  whom  the  following  is  a com- 

£ t , .MarS“et’.EllzabRt,1>  Sarab.  Susan,  Hannah,  Jane,  Har- 
et,  Julia  Ann,  Jemima,  Rebecca,  Christian  and  David.  From 
these  children,  most  of  whom  married  and  reared  families  have 
sprung  the  large  number  of  Coyners  and  their  relatives  under  other 
names,  who  are  scattered  throughout  Ross  countv  and  other  Ohio 

andnhaCd  XhTchil  1 *T  luar^  Martifi  Grove 

and  had  ei  lit  clii  dren,  four  of  whom  are  liviug;  Elizabeth  became 

the  wife  of  Martin  Peterson ; Sarah  first  marred  EdwTrd  S^X 

her  second  husband  being  John  Beard ; Susan  married  Jonas  l'  S 

son  ; Hannuh,  George  Clouser;  Julia  A.,  Erasmus  l^lll  ; Im ima 

Sh  W f Ri(;har,!  Christian  “‘.rried  EliJ: 

toh  ieter,  had  a large  family,  and  moved  to  Iowa  where  he  died 

?r AST is' , ■> d of,  **•  C7‘QI-  "*•  ^ - A.g,..k 

rested  frem  tWir  Ion a"  °nl'V  •vears  okl  "hen  his  parente 
rested  Horn  their  long  .tourney  near  Frankfort.  As  soon  as  he  was 

in /r1”' on  bi* 

one  oi  the  successful  men  of  his  community.  June  5 1834  he  was 
most  extensive  and  influential  of  Ross  county  families.  The  records 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


431 


in  the  family  cemetery'  near  Frankfort,  state  that  David  Coyner 
passed  away  September  29,  1892,  but  his  wife  survives  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  The  following  summary  disposes  of  their 
large  family  of  sons  and  daughters:  Jane  married  Samuel  Bryant 
and  now  lives  in  Missouri ; Martin  is  a resident  of  the  same  state ; 
Albert  lives  in  Indiana  and  Noah  at  Frankfort,  Ohio;  John  A.  is  at 
the  old  homestead ; Hannah  M.  married  G.  M.  Eichelberger  and 
lives  in  Fayette  county ; Martha  married  George  Hanawalt,  of  Con- 
cord township;  Emma  D.  married  J.  B.  Seelig,  now  living  in  the 
same  township. 

Albin  Crabb,  member  of  the  school  board  and  one  of  the  trustees 
of  Deerfield  township,  has  long  been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  that 
part  of  Ross  county.  He  is  a son  of  James  II.  Crabb,  a native  of 
Ross  county,  who  lost  his  father  in  infancy  and  when  sixteen  years 
old  became  an  apprentice  to  the  tailoring  trade.  In  due  time  he 
opened  a shop  at  Frankfort  and  shortly  afterward  was  married  to 
Ruth  Brown,  of  Ross  county,  and  continued  business  at  the  same 
place  until  1802.  In  that  year  he  abandoned  the  occupation  of  a 
tailor,  purchased  a small  farm  in  Deerfield  township  and  removed 
there  for  permanent  residence.  He  engaged  in  stock-raising  and 
miscellaneous  agriculture  and  so  continued  until  1891  when,  feeling 
the  approach  of  age  and  need  of  rest,  he  disposed  of  his  place  to  his 
son  Albin  and  returned  to  Frankfort.  There  he  lived  in  retirement 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1897  when  he  was  eighty  years 
old.  Three  of  his  nine  children,  George  D.,  Ada  M.  and  Charles  L., 
are  dead.  The  others  are:  Jennie,  wife  of  John  Rhodes  of  Marion 
county,  Ohio ; Eleanora,  wife  of  George  Pierce  of  Ross  county ; 
Hamer,  also  of  Ross  county;  Emma  R.,  wife  of  R.  H.  Morrow,  of 
Illinois;  Albin,  subject  <?f  this  sketch;  and  Laura  A.,  wife  of  D.  E. 
Clark  of  Illinois.  The  mother,  at  present  residing  in  Illinois,  makes 
her  home  with  die  different  children  of  the  family.  Albin  Crabb 
was  bom  at  Frankfort,  O.,  November  25,  1850,  and  married  Miss 
Rose  Corkwell,  of  Pickaway  county,  October  29,  1885.  For  seven 
years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Crabb  lived  in  Fayette  county,  near 
Washington  Court  House.  About  that  time  lie  purchased  his 
fathers  home  place  of  95  acres,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  54 
acres,  removed  to  and  has  since  cultivated  the  same.  He  has  been 
successful  in  his  operations  as  a farmer  and  stockraiser  and  is  one 
of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  his  community.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crabb 
have  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  except  Nellie,  the  fifth 
bom,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  others  in  order  of  age  are  as  fol- 
lows: Ruth  A.,  Mattie  L.,  Ralph  W.,  Lois,  Rose  G.  and  James  C. 

Mr.  Crabb  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  Deerfield  township  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board. 
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Thomas  B.  Craig  was  born  in  Twin  township,  Ross  county, 
November  20,  186S.  He  is  a son  of  A.  f.  Craig,  bom  in  1825,  and 
grandson  of  John  Craig,  the  latter  probably  of  Pennsylvania  birth. 
He  married  Priscilla  Morgan,  a native  of  the  last  mentioned  state, 
and  they  came  to  Ohio  early  in  the  century,  settling  in  Twin  town- 
ship, Ross  county.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and 
received  from  the  government  the  land  on  which  he  located.  His 
family  of  children  number  nine,  of  whom  all  are  dead  but  Aleck, 
who  lives  in  Illinois,  and  Allie,  who  married  David  Mathews,  of 
Pike  comity,  Ohio.  Both  parents  are  long  since  dead  and  rest  side 
by  side  in  Concord  cemetery.  Their  son,  A.  P.  Craig,  remained  at 
home  until  a young  man,  attending  subscription  school  in  winter  and 
working  out  bv  the  month  in  summer.  So  matters  went  along  until 
his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  J.  Latta,  which  occurred  on  March  30, 
1848.  Their  first  venture  was  on  a farm  now  owned  by  S.  Rose- 
au111? where  they  lived  a year  and  then  went  to  the  old  Craig  home- 
stead in  Twin  township.  Here  they  remained  until  1872,  when  Mr. 
Craig  bought  the  farm,  of  133  acres,  where  his  widow  still  lives  in 
Concord  township.  Besides  farming,  lie  carried  on  a timber  busi- 
ness and  later  merchandised  at  Roxabell.  Aside  from  his  inheri- 
tance, he  had  accumulated  considerable  property  at  the  time  of  his 
death,,  which  occurred  on  August  11,  1900.  He  was  the  father  of 
six  children,  of  whom  Phoebe,  Margaret,  Sarah  A.  and  William  C. 
are  dead.  John  C.  lives  in  Fayette  county,  O.,  and  Thomas  B.  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  latter  has  remained  at  home  during 
his  entire  life  and  still  resides  with  his  widowed  mother  on  the  old 
homestead.  He  was  in  charge  as  manager  for  several  years  and 
since  his  father’s  death  has  had  absolute  control  of  all  the  busiuess. 
January  30,  1901,  he  was  married  to  Flora  S.,  daughter  of  William 
Lane,  an  old  settler  of  the  locality.  Mr.  Craig  farms  in  a general 
way  and  raises  stock,  being  regarded  as  a good  business  man.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  at  Frankfort  and  of 
the  Presbyterian  church. 


Albert.  «L  Creamer,  teacher  of  writing  and  drawing  in  the  public 
schools  of  Chillicothe,  is  one  of  the  most  accomplished  artists  in  his 
line  to  be  found  in  Ohio.  He  has  devoted  his  whole  life  to  study 
and  practice  of  Ins  profession  and  has  taught  with  success  at  varions 
places.  Mr.  Creamer  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio,  March  26, 
1854  and  received  a thorough  education  in  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
supplemented  by  subsequent  attendance  in  the  schools  of  Lebanon 
and  Xenia  All  the  time  he  had  in  view  the  preparation  of  himself 
for  the  calling  he  subsequently  entered  upon,  and  being  studious  as 
well  as  ambitious  he  eventually  became  a finished  penman  and  drafts- 
man. His  first  work  after  completing  his  education  was  at  Toledo, 
Ohio,  where  he  spent  seven  years  in  teaching  the  arts  of  writing  and 
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drawing,  his  pupils  being  largely  made  up  of  teachers  anxious  to 
qualify  themselves  as  instructors  in  these  special  branches.  Mr. 
Creamer  also  taught  in  a commercial  school  in  the  city  mentioned 
and  here  acquired  the  practical  training  for  future  work  in  the  same 
line.  Leaving  Toledo  he  was  for  three  years  engaged  in  conducting 
a commercial  school  at  Washington  Court  House,  and  he  also  taught 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  place  for  some  time.  In  the  fall  of 
1895,  he  came  to  Chillicothe  to  accept  charge  of  the  writing  and 
drawing  classes  and  has  since  continued  to  hold  that  position  with 
entire  acceptability  to  school  officials  and  patrons.  Mi*.  Creamer  is 
not  only  a teacher  of  eminence  but  a successful  author.  He  has 
published  a series  of  books  of  instruction  for  use  in  public  schools 
which  have  proved  popular  and  met  with  a good  demand.  Mr. 
Creamer  is  a gentleman  of  high  moral  character  and  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  from  his  earliest  boyhood. 
His  sympathies  are  with  every  movement  that  “makes  for  righteous- 
ness” and  is  intended  for  the  uplifting  of  humanity.  His  fraternal 
connections  are  confined  to  membership  in  the  order  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  In  1882,  Mr.  Creamer  was  married  to 
Flora  Mitchell,  of  Highland  county,  and  the  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  five  sons : Mitchell,  Harry,  Scott,  Paul  and  Clifford* 

Reason  Cross  is  a native  of  Hocking  county,  Ohio,  born  April  27, 
1840.  His  parents  were  John  and  Drusilla  (Climer)  Cross,  both 
Virginians,  the  first  born  about  1803  and  the  latter  in  the  year  1800. 
In  1823,  when  about  20  years  old,  John  Cross  came  to  Ross  county 
and  worked  at  the  saddlery  trade  for  several  years.  From  this  he 
went  to  work  on  a farm  by  the  month  and  about  the  same  time  was 
married  to  Drusilla  Climer.  She  came  to  the  coimty  with  her  par- 
ents, who  settled  on  Walnut  creek  in  Liberty  township.  Shortly 
after  their  marriage,  they  removed  to  Lancaster  and  from  there  to 
Hocking  county,  where  John  Cross  rented  a farm,  but  later  returned 
to  Ross  county  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  They  had  eleven 
children,  whose  names  are  Elizabeth,  John,  Hester  Ann,  Sarah, 
Harriet,  Miranda,  Joseph,  Reason,  Charlotte,  Emily  J.,  and  Mary, 
the  latter  dying  in  infancy.  The  mother  died  on  March  22,  1873; 
the  father  afterward  married  Eliza  Payne  and  died  in  1890.  When 
he  was  ten  years  old,  Reason  Cross  ran  away  from  home  and  worked 
out  by  the  month  until  he  was  sixteen,  when  he  returned  home  and 
remained  there  until  1860.  He  then  rented  a farm  of  his  own, 
which  he  operated  until  some  time  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
civil  war.  On  August  13,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Eighty- 
ninth  Ohio  regiment,  which  was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Dennison. 
He  served  with  his  command  in  Kentucky,  Virginia  and  Tennessee, 
going  with  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  to  Chattanooga,  where  he 
11-28 


Digitized  by 


Google 


434 


THE  COUNTY  OF  ROSS. 


was  wounded  in  the  leg  and  captured.-  Eleven  days  later  he  was 
paroled  and  went  into  the  field  hospital  at  Chattanooga  for  a few 
weeks.  After  considerable  wandering  and  short  stops  at  various 
places,  Mr.  Cross  finally  rejoined  his  regiment,  with  which  he 
remained  until  mustered  out.  He  was  in  many  engagements,  includ- 
ing  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peachtree  creek,  Jonesboro  and  others.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Camp  Dennison,  where 
it  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  on  June  7,  1865.  As  soon  as 
released,  Mr.  Cross  returned  home  and  soon  afterward  settled  on  a 
farm  where  he  lived  until  1880.  He  married  Mary  Sampson,  who 
was  bom  in  Union  township  on  May  6,  1850,  and  they  have  had  four 
children,  of  whom  William  lives  in  Pickaway  county,  Florence  is 
dead,  Ethel  and  Carleton  are  at  home.  Mr.  Cross  is  a member  of 
the  W.  H.  Lutz  post,  No.  338,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Yellow  Bud. 


John  Crouse,  Sr.,  one  of  the  most  notable  of  the  pioneers  of 
Ross  county,  w^as  son  of  a man  of  German  or  Dutch  extraction,  and 
the  Lutheran  or  Reformed  faith,  who,  about  the  year  1754,  came 
to  America  with  his  wife  Nancy  Smith,  and  eldest  child,  Mary, 
who  was  bom  in  England  in  1751,  married  John  Wagner  between 
DG5  and  1767  m Frederick  county,  Md.,  and  died  there  in  1828. 
Ihe  second  child,  a daughter,  probably  bom  in  Frederick  county, 
married  and  came  to  Ross  county,  and  from  there  w^ent  to  White- 
" westef  Ohio.  The  third  child,  John,  was  bom  January 
13,  1759,  in  what  is  now  Carroll  county,  Md.  In  his  vouth  John 
Grouse,  Sr.,  was  a man  of  convivial  habits,  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tailor  and  was  no  mean  performer  on  the  violin.  About  the  mid- 
dle  ol  June,  17/6,  he  enlisted  for  six  months,  at  Fredericktowm, 
Md.,  in  he  cause  of  the  Revolution,  as  a private  soldier  in  a com- 
pany of  the  Flying  Camp  from  the  state  of  Maryland,  enrolled  by 

Sf ' t;TTbl  ri’  °fT,CoL  £has'  G'  Griffith’s  regiment,  which 
was  attached  o Gen.  Ilea,,  Beall’s  brigade.  He  is  said  to  have 
aJso  served  with  credit  about  fourteen  months  in  the  latter  part  of 
he  war.  After  his  return  from  the  war  he  lived  near  Sam’s  creek, 

FrSwT  °n  J*arch  20’  1780>  he  obtained  a license  in 

Frederick  county  to  many  Catharine  Umsted,  a daughter  of  Rich- 

then  nlll  tAnl\  DaV'S  Um*ted-  She  was  of  Welsh  extraction  and 
then  about  sixteen  years  of  age.  On  May  14,  1782,  as  a “distiller,” 

hWeacreeWVe'Ve<!lt0  Y a<U£S  °f  land  on  the  ™st  side  of  Dolly- 
hide  creek  on  the  road  from  Fredericktown  to  Baltimore,  a few 

miles  east  of  Liberty-town,  where  he  ran  a mill  and  turned  much 

N C-^iext  TV  1 ey-  In  1788  He  m0Vcd  t0  county, 

.’  next  to  Huntington  county,  Pa.,  and  then  with  his  wife 

Tn^th8!?  CHl  dhrei!  CaT6  j°  the  North"’est  territory-  in  April,  1798. 
In  that  year  he  bought  from  William  McCoy  and  John  De  Rush  an 

unprofitable  venture  of  theirs  in  the  form  of  a yen-  sntall  and 
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unfinished  log  corn-cracking  mill,  run  by  an  undershot-wheel  in 
Kinnikinnick  creek,  Ross  county,  and  started  the  year  before,  on 
section  19.  He  bought  this  corn  cracker  in  order  to  get  their  right 
by  possession  to  section  19,  which  they  perfected  by  a credit  sys- 
tem entry  on  the  sale  sheets  of  the  land  office  on  May  16,  1801. 
He  constructed  a dam  farther  up  the  creek  on  section  20,  which 
John  De  Rush  entered  on  May  16,  1801,  made  a race  on  the  north 
side  of  the  creek  and  “built  the  first  mill  on  Kinnikinnick  creek 
and  the  first  flouring  mill  in  the  valley”  (Pioneer  Hist,  of  Ross 
Co.).  It  is  said  that  “the  United  States  government  gave  him  a 
section  of  land  for  building  this  mill.”  Here  he  built  up  and  for 
about  nineteen  years  conducted  a large  milling  business.  This 
period  of  his  life  was  marked  by  a steady  and  rapid  accumulation 
of  land  in  Ross,  PickaAvay  and  Delaware  counties.  On  his  arrival 
at  Kinnikinnick  creek  he  built  a rude  shelter  or  cabin  on  the  south 
side  of  the  creek.  Here  he  remained  a short  time  and  there  con- 
structed his  residence,  where  it  still  stands.  The  mill  from  disuse 
and  neglect  fell  down  in  March,  1886. 

On  June  21,  1803,  the  qualified  electors  of  Green  township  met 
at  his  house  to  elect  three  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  township. 
Xo  record  of  those  chosen  has  been  found,  but  in  view  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, his  popularity,  the  place  where  the  election  was  held 
and  the  fact  that  three  years  from  this  time,  April  15,  1806,  he  was 
appointed  a justice  of  the  peace  for  three  years,  it  is  very  safe  to 
presume  that  he  was  one  of  the  three  elected  and  lienee  one  of  the 
first  justices  of  Green  township. 

His  popularity  was  evidenced  at  an  election  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  October,  1803,  to  choose  a senator  and  four  representa- 
tives from  the  counties  of  Ross  and  Franklin  in  the  state  legislature. 
At  that  election  he  carried  his  own  township  by  a comfortable 
majority  and  was  voted  for  in  seven  of  the  thirteen  townships. 
By  the  year  1809  he  had  accumulated  considerable  property  and 
was  a wealthy  man  for  his  day.  He  is  said  to  have  added  to  his 
flouring  mill  a distillery,  which  proved  a profitable  venture  and 
during  the  Avar  of  1812  made  a large  profit  on  Avhiskey.  About 
the  year  1816  he  built  a brick  house  on  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  29,  now  owned  by  his  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  George  W. 
Gregg,  and  he,  his  Avife  and  tAvo  children — Jeremiah  and  Eliza — 
moved  into  it  during  the  next  year.  He  then  retired  from  busi- 
ness, his  son  John  succeeding  him  at  the  mill,  receding  it  and 
the  old  homestead  as  a gift  from  bis  father,  the  title  passing  by 
deed  in  1823,  and  noAv  ATested  by  purchase  in  a grandson  of  John 
Crouse,  Sr.,  Matthew  Ferguson,  aaJio  resides  on  it  during  part  of 
each  year.  The  dAvelling  has  alAvays  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  and  is  now  occupied  by  the  children  of  his  grand -daughter, 
the  late  Mrs.  Mary  Bennett.  In  the  year  of  1816  he  ga\re  land  to 
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Crouse’s  (then  Lakin)  Chapel,  and  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  at  Salem,  Pickaway  county.  On  September  27,  1823,  in 
his  sixty-fifth  year  he  divided  by  deeds  over  5,000  acres  of  land 
among  his  six  children.  He  had  given  them  possession  of  it  some 
years  before.  Two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres 
of  it  were  in  Green  township,  1,280  in  Pickaway  township  and  823 
acres  in  Delaware  county.  Afterward  he  gave  his  daughter  Eliza 
320  acres  in  Salt  Creek  township  and  Ruth  77£  acres  in  Green 
township,  making  in  all  5,440  acres  given  to  his  children. 

About  the  year  1825  he,  his  wife  and  son  Jeremiah,  moved  to 
Kingston,  where  he  had  bought  from  his  daughter  Eliza’s  husband, 
William  Ferguson,  lot  No.  4,  and  had  built  a house  thereon,  very 
much  like  the  one  he  had  .just  left.  Somewhat  altered  it  stands 
today.  While  a resident  here  he  bought  lots  in  and  land  adjoining 
Kingston  and  gave  a church  lot  and  parsonage  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  practically  built  the  church.  In  1829  he 
was  a school  director,  and  on  April  9,  1834,  was  chosen  first-  treas- 
urer of  the  corporation  of  Kingston. 

Methodism  in  Kingston  seems  to  have  made  little  progress  toward 
a church  building  after  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  organization 
and  construction  of  Lakin  chapel  in  1806 ; but  in  1829,  after  he 
moved  to  Kingston,  the  first  church  building,  a brick  chapel  to  be 
used  by  the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  churches,  was  erected 
there,  and  on  March  2,  1832,  he  deeded  to  Matthew  Ferguson, 
Henry  May,  William  Ferguson  (Presbyterians),  Michael  Saylor, 
Ezekiel  Bunn  and  Philip  Piper  (Methodists),  a half  acre  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  3,  and  the  brick  house  thereon  in 
trust  for  a place  of  worship  for  the  Presbyterian  and  Methodist 
churches,  the  northwest  corner  of  said  lot  to  be  used  temporarily 
for  District  School,  No.  2.  On  March  16,  1835,  for  a nominal 
conrideration,  he  conveyed  to  himself,  David  Lewis,  Evan  Stevens, 
John  Crouse,  Jr.,  and  Wm.  Justice,  of  Ross  county,  and  Michael 
Sayler  and  John  Cox  of  Pickaway  county  as  trustees,  lots  Nos.  1 
and  2,  at  southeast  corner  of  Main  road  to  New  Lancaster  and  Sas- 
safras alley,  in  Kingston,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
cipal  church  in  Kingston,  the  house  to  be  used  as  a parsonage  for 
the  traveling  preachers  who  from  time  to  time  labor  in  the  circuit 
In  the  year  1837,  through  his  influence  and  liberality,  the  Method- 
ists, although  the  weaker  denomination,  bought  out  the  Presby- 
terians and  to  confirm  this  change  he,  on  March  6,  1843,  deeded  to 
John  Crouse,  Jr.,  Alexander  Campbell,  Thomas  Parker,  Robert 
Wright  and  William  Patrick,  the  half  acre  in  section  3,  east  of 
Kingston,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  Methodist  church.  Again,  on 
January  17,  1846,  he  deeds  to  O.  P.  C.  Evans,  Thomas  Parker* 
Robert  Reat,  Joshua  H.  Gay,  Herman  D.  Bunn,  Isaac  Franks, 
Bethenal  Blair  and  Henry  Piper,  this  half  acre  in  trust  for  that 
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church.  His  wife  died  in  Kingston,  September  12,  1845,  aged 
81  years,  4 months  and  11  days,  and  was  buried  at  Crouse  chapel. 
On  October  1,  1840,  he  married  Mary  McCartney  at  the  residence 
of  his  grandson,  William  W.  Entrekin,  in  Pickaway  county.  He 
died  September  5,  1847,  at  his  home  in  Kingston,  leaving  his  sec- 
ond wife,  who  died  August  5,  1850,  and  his  children  Ruth,  John 
and  Eliza  surviving  him.  He  was  buried  at  Crouse  chapel.  By 
giving  most  of  his  property  to  his  children  he  escaped  the  modern 
disgrace  of  dying  rich.  His  grandson,  Daniel  C.  Entrekin,  admin- 
istered on  his  estate. 

John  Crouse,  Sr.,  had  eight  children:  David,  born  April  20, 

1781,  died  April  14,  1837,  married  January  13,  1807,  Elizabeth 
Boggs;  Haney,  born  January  16,  1783,  died  June  16,  1845, 
married  December  29,  1801,  John  Entrekin;  Ruth,  born  January 
28,  1787,  died  February  3,  1864,  married  January  18,  1807,  Sam- 
uel Whitsel;  Pheraby,  bom  February  12,  1790,  died  November  17, 
1811,  married  1811,  Samuel  Swearingen;  John,  born  September 
12,  1792,  died  July  25,  1856,  married  June  13,  1817,  Lydia  Barr; 
Daniel,  born  1798,  died  1812;  Jeremiah,  born  1804,  died  1832; 
Eliza,  bom  June  27,  1806,  died  June  9,  1889,  manned  William 
Ferguson,  who  reaped  wheat  for  her  father  the  day  she  was  born. 

John  Crouse  was  not  only  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Ross  county 
but  one  of  its  wealthiest  men  and  largest  land  owners.  Being 
known  as  a man  of  the  highest  integrity,  he  was  often  selected  as 
administrator  of  estates  and  legal  guardian  of  orphans.  He  was  a 
man  of  marked  characteristics,  was  enterprising,  energetic,  per- 
severing and  frugal,  “thorough  going”  and  successful  in  anything 
he  undertook.  He  was  a public  spirited  and  useful  citizen,  inter- 
ested in  all  branches  of  the  government.  His  house  was  open  to 
the  politician  for  elections  and  to  the  militia  for  trials.  His  for- 
tune was  not  accumulated,  nor  the  foundation  for  it  laid  in  his 
early  years,  but  in  the  prime  of  his  life  amid  adverse  and  danger- 
ous surroundings.  His  later  years,  in  striking  contrast  to  his 
youth,  were  strictly  religious.  He  was  an  observer  of  the  Sabbath 
according  to  Puritanical  rules.  lie  was  one  of  the  first  Methodists 
in  Ross  county  and  he  and  his  wife,  whose  family  in  Maryland 
were  prominent  Methodists,  were  the  first  members  of  the  Method- 
ist society  in  Kingston  about  the  year  1800,  before  Lakin  chapel 
was  organized  and  when  preaching  services  were  held  in  private 
houses.  For  a man  of  as  limited  educational  advantages  in  Eng- 
lish branches  he  could  deliver  an  extraordinary  sermon,  and  was, 
from  the  plain  clothes  such  as  used  to  distinguish  the  Methodists 
of  his  day,  often  taken  for  a Methodist  preacher.  He  was  a patron 
of  education,  a school  director,  a founder  and  supporter  of  the  lit- 
tle log  school  house  which  has  done  so  much  for  our  civilization. 
His  house  was  the  recognized  home  of  the  school  teacher  and  the 
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musical  instructor,  as  well  as  the  preacher.  He  had  been  an  exten- 
sive traveler  for  those  early  days  and  probably  traveled  with  his 
eyes  open  and  wits  about  him,  and  hence  received  that  best  of  all 
educations,  that  of  experience.  Before  his  fortieth  year  he  had 
traversed  the  states  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  New 
York,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  and  had 
resided  in  four  of  these  states. 


Allen  Cryder,  of  Ilopetown,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  Springfield  town- 
ship, Ross  county,  where  he  was  horn  on  January  10,  1847.  His  par- 
ents were  Jacob  II.  and  Elizabeth  (Overly)  Cryder,  both  residents  of 
Ross  county  from  birth  to  death.  The  grandfather  of  Allen  Cryder 
was  Jacob  Cryder,  who  come  from  his  native  Pennsylvania  to  Ross 
county  the  year  in  which  Chillicothe  was  founded  and  there  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  married  Rebecca  Downs,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  died  in  the  house  that  is  now  the  residence  of  her 
grandson.  The  ancestors  of  Allen  Cryder  formerly  owned  many 
acres  of  land  in  Springfield  township  and  the  family'  now  owns  over 
118  acres  of  the  original  property.  Jacob  A.  Crader,  father  of 
Allen,  was  bora  in  Ross  county  in  1825  and  followed" fanning  as  his 
life  s business.  He  owned  250  acres  of  land  and  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  of  his  township.  He  died  in  1877  and  his  wife,  who 
was  a daughter  ot  John  and  Sarah  Overly,  Pennsylvanians  and  early 
settlers  of  Ross  county,  died  in  1870.  They  had  a familv  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  five  are  still  living.  Their  son  Allen  was  reared 
on  the  farm  and  has  followed  that  occupation  all  his  life.  He  still 
owns  his  portion  of  the  old  homestead  place  and  in  addition  rents 
and  cultivates  a arge  farm,  and  conducts  a dairy  business  at  his 
home  place,  which  is  the  old  Haynes’  homestead.  Though  a life- 
long Democrat  in  politics,  he  has  cared  nothing  for  office  and  never 
Moot  nOml“atl0,ls-  In  1875,  Mr.  Cryder  was  married  to  Hortense 
twoT’  ,"atlve  "f,Ro3S  couTnty>  l,y  whom  he  has  had  seven  sons  and 
too  daughters  al  living.  Ifis  only  fraternal  connection  is  with  the 

li«t  l,  °'VS’  ^ bel”S  8 member  °f  *he  lodge  of  that  order  at  Chil- 


Andiew  Cryder,  of  Gillespieville,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Springfield 
township,  Ross  county,  on  January  11,  1843.  He  is  the  son  of 
David  H.  and  grandson  of  Manuel  Cryder.  The  latter  was  a native 
Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Ross  county  about  the  year  1798  and 
died  there  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  He  married  Eva  Hess  who 

Sthttf  C dSiX  Chil,(,ren’  a11  °f  whom  are  dead-  ’ The 

afa  bu^ts  U r-Vfler  T b°™  “ 1815  and  Allowed  farming 
arv  He  ma  A*  r<ne  rme  was  a director  of  the  county  infirm- 
P™  wfie  ,d  £arolme,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mara  (Ott) 

Poe,  nho  came  to  Ross  county  about  the  year  1800  and  spent  the 
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rest  of  tlieir  lives  there.  The  father  was  from  Virginia  and  the 
mother  from  Pennsylvania.  The  family  was  related  to  Edgar 
Allen  Poe,  the  famous  poet.  Andrew  CrydePs  father  died  in  1880 
and  his  mother  four  years  later.  They  had  seven  children,  of  whom 
five  are  living.  Andrew  grew  up  on  a farm,  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  has  always  followed  farming  as  pn  occupation. 
He  came  to  Liberty  township  in  1873  and  that  has  been  his  place  of 
residence  ever  since.  In  1882,  Mr.  Cryder  was  married  to  Emza 
Ross,  daughter  of  William  and  Jane  Ross,  of  Ross  county.  Will- 
iam was  the  son  of  Adam  and  Margaret  (Homer)  Ross,  while  his 
wife  was  a daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  Ross,  pioneers  of  Ross 
county.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Cryder  now  lives  in  Chillicothe,  his 
wife  dying  in  1875.  They  had  a family  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  nine  are  still  living.  Mr.  Andrew  Cryder  and  wife  have  had 
a family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Clifford,  Jackson,  Grace,  Roy, 
Clarence,  Wade,  Bessie,  and  Marguerite  are  living,  and  Ada  and 
Howard  are  deceased. 

David  Cryder,  of  Gillespieville,  was  bom  in  Springfield  town- 
ship, Ross  county,  on  March  20,  1844,  son  of  David  H.  Cryder,  else- 
where mentioned  in  this  work.  He  was  reared  on  a farm,  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  has  devoted  his  whole  life  to  the  farm- 
ing business.  In  1873,  Mr.  Cryder  came  to  Liberty  township  and 
he  bought  the  farm  he  now  owns  in  1886.  It  consists  of  135  acres 
and  is  devoted  to  general  fanning  with  no  specialties.  On  January 
2,  1883,  he  was  married  to  Almira,  daughter  of  Jacob  T.  and  Nancy 
(Dixon)  Calvert,  both  of  Ross  county.  Jacob  T.  was  the  son  of 
Henry  D.  and  Amy  (Taylor)  Calvert,  bom  June  1,  1822,  and  his 
wife,  born  in  1821,  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Dixon,  a pioneer  of 
Ross  county.  David  Cryder  and  wife  have  had  five  children,  of 
whom  four  are  still  living:  Madge  M.,  Blanche  G.,  Lawrence  E., 
and  David  C.  There  is  one  child  dead,  whose  name  was  Charles. 

James  Poe  Cryder,  of  Gillespieville,  was  born  in  Springfield 
township,  Ross  county,  on  October  26,  1851.  His  parents  were 
David  H.  Cryder  and  Caroline  Poe,  the  latter  being  a daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Mary  (Ott)  Poe,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Ross 
county.  Through  his  mother,  Mr.  Cryder  has  relationship  with 
Edgar  Allen  Poe,  the  famous  author  and  poet.  James  Poe  Ciyder 
was  reared  on  a farm  and  attended  school  at  Circleville  and  Chilli- 
cothe. His  first  intention  was  to  take  holy  orders  and  for  a while 
he  studied  for  the  ministry,  but  this  was  eventually  abandoned.  Mr. 
CrydePs  tastes  were  naturally  literary  and  he  evidently  inherited 
the  turn  as  well  as  talent  for  poetry,  which  so  distinguished  the  name 
of  Poe.  Much  of  Mr.  CrydePs  time  has  been  expended  in  writing 
poetry  and  stories.  He  also  owns  a farm  which  has  had  some  share 
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of  his  attention  and  he  has  also  been  a book  agent  at  times.  In  1873 
he  removed  to  Liberty  township  and  that  has  ever  since  been  his 
home.  ‘ In  1882  he  was  married  to  Marie,  only  daughter  of  Marion 
and  Jane  (Graves)  Ilagely,  both  of  Ross  county.  Marion  was  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Rebecca  (Stevenson)  Hagely  and  grandson  of 
Isaac  Ilagely,  who  came  to  Virginia  from  Germany,  but  later 
removed  to  Ross  county,  where  he  died.  Rebecca  Stevenson  was  a 
daughter  of  William  Stevenson  and  a Miss  Davis,  the  former  being 
a second  cousin  of  Robert  Louis’ Stevenson.  Marion  Hagely  is  still 
living  in  Jefferson  township,  his  first  wife  having  died  in  1864,  leav- 
ing only  the  one  child,  Marie.  His  second  wife  was  Nancy  Strat- 
ton, by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Annie  F.,  and  Charles  E.  James 
Roe  Cryder  and  his  wife  have  a family  of  three  children.  Of  these 
Maud  Ethel  was  educated  in  the  Londonderry  high  school  and  is 
now  a teacher.  The  other  children  are  Genevenc  E.,  born  in  1885, 
and  Claud  L.,  born  in  1887.  Mrs.  Cryder  is  a refined,  educated 
lady,  and  taught  school  for  several  years. 

John  Cull,  well  known  in  the  city  politics  of  Chillicothe,  is  a 
member  of  an  extensive  connection  of  that  name  which  originated  in 
the  famous  “Emerald  Isle.”  In  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century  one  of  those  brave  and  bustling  Irish  mothers  of  County 
Down  found  herself  a widow  with  several  children  and  but  limited 
means  for  their  support.  The  only  hope  was  that  held  out  by  the 
land  of  freedom  across  the  water,  and  in  this  direction  accordingly 
Mrs.  Cull  resolutely  turned  her  face,  accompanied  by  three  children, 
with  whom  she  landed  at  New  York  City  in  1837.  Previous  to  that 
time  a son  by  the  name  of  Daniel  B.  Cull  had  begun  study  for  the 
priesthood  in  Ireland,  subsequently  left  there  for  the  United  States 
and  continued  his  theological  studies  at  Bardstown,  Ivy.  In  due 
time  he  was  ordained  as  a priest,  sent  to  the  diocese  of  New  York 
under  Archbishop  Hughes  and  stationed  at  Saratoga,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death.  When  the  other  brothers,  Roger,  Charles 
and  John,  reached  American  shores,  they  hastened  to  Ohio,  eventu- 
ally located  in  Ross  county  and  there  all  of  them  ended  their  days. 
John  lived  a life  of  bachelorhood ; Roger  married  and  reared  two 
children,  a son  and  daughter,  both  of  whom  are  residents  of  Love- 
land, O.  Charles  Cull,  who  was  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  in 
1809,  engaged  in  the  cooperage  trade  at  Chillicothe,  which  he  fol- 
lowed steadily  about  eighteen  years.  In  1855,  he  embarked  in  the 
hotel  business  at  the  corner  of  Water  and  Hickory  streets,  which  he 
conducted  until  the  time  of  his  retirement  in  1861.  There  lived  in 
Mr.  Cull’s  native  county  in  Ireland  a family  by  the  name  of 
McShane,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  some  time  after  the  Culls 
came  over,  and  located  in  Perry  county,  O.  Among  the  children 
was  one  named  Mary,  who  grew  up  to  be  a very  attractive  young 
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lady,  and  to  this  neighbor,  from  old  County  Down  Charles  Cull  was 
eventually  married  at  her  Ohio  home.  Mrs.  Cull  died  in  1894,  Mr. 
Cull  in  October,  1896,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  a family  of 
unusually  bright  and  interesting  children,  of  whom  the  following  are 
brief  biographies:  Daniel  B.  Cull,  Jr.,  the  eldest  son,  was  edu- 

cated for  the  priesthood  and  after  being  ordained  was  stationed  in 
the  Columbus  (Ohio)  diocese  where  he  served  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1888.  Charles  W.,  second  in  order  of  birth,  was  reared 
m Chillicothe  and  adopted  railroad  work  for  an  occupation,  which 
he  has  always  followed,  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  being  a resident 
of  Montgomery  county,  O.  John  Cull  was  bom  in  Chillicothe,  O., 
in  1854,  here  grew  to  manhood  and  was  engaged  for  a number  of 
years  in  railroad  work  on  different  lines  and  at  different  places.  In 
1891,  he  abandoned  this  calling  and  returned  to  his  native  city 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  served  one  term  as  councilman  from 
the  sixth  ward  and  in  the  spring  of  1901  was  elected  city  street  com- 
missioner for  a term  of  two  years.  Edward  J.,  fourth  of  the  Cull 
brothers,  was  $lso  bom  and  bred  in  Chillicothe,  and  in  early  life 
became  a member  of  the  newspaper  profession,  to  which  he  has  since 
devoted  his  energies.  For  many  years  he  has  been  connected  with 
the  Scrips-McRae  League  publications,  with  headquarters  at  Cin- 
cinnati and  Cleveland.  Mary  Cull  was  reared  and  has  always  lived 
in  Chillicothe;  Margaret  and  Anna  L.  are  members  of  the  order  of 
Sisters  of  Charity;  Elizabeth  was  graduated  as  a trained  nurse  at 
the  Good  Samaritan  hospital  in  Cincinnati  and  is  employed  there 
in  the  line  of  her  calling. 

Charles  Cunningham,  deputy  sheriff  and  turnkey  of  Boss  county, 
was  bom  in  Green  county,  O.,  March  13,  1868.  His  parents  were 
Isaac  and  Martha  (Bradford)  Cunningham,  both  native  Ohioans, 
the  former  of  Ross  and  the  latter  of  Athens  county.  For  many  years 
the  father  was  a business  man  in  Chillicothe,  but  is  now  retired. 
Besides  Charles  there  are  two  children,  William  being  a liveryman 
in  Chillicothe  and  Jennie  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Powell,  of  the  same 
Place. . Charles  Cunningham  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Chillicothe  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1883. 
Shortly  thereafter  he  went  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  served  one 
year  as  messenger  in  the  house  of  representatives.  Returning  home 
m the  spring  of  1885,  he  was  employed  in  his  father’s  business  until 
January  7,  1901,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Sheriff  Devine  as  dep- 
uty and  turnkey  of  the  county  jail,  the  duties  of  which  position  he 
is  at  present  performing.  In  1890,  Mr.  Cunningham  was  married 
to  Kellie,  daughter  of  John  Doll,  of  Chillicothe,  and  graduate  of  the 
city  high  school.  She  is  a practical  hair-dr^sscr  by  occupation,  and 
owner  of  a hair  store  on  High  street.  Both  husband  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  he  is  a Democrat  in  his  politi- 
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cal  views.  Ralph,  who  was  bom  in  May,  1891,  is  the  only  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cunningham. 

Arthur  G.  Curry  is  a native  of  Bourneville,  Ross  county,  O 
where  he  was  born  on  November  26,  1871:  He  is  the  son  of 

George  B.  Curry,  whose  father  died  when  he  was  seven  years  old 
and  on  whose  young  shoulders  the  family  responsibility  devolved  as 
soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  work.  He  was  engaged  at  labor  by 
the  month  until  his  marriage  to  Nancy  Summers,  when  he  went  to 
housekeeping  on  a rented  farm.  He  farmed  exclusively  for  about 
twenty  years,  when  he  embarked  in  the  threshing  and  saw  mill  busi- 
ness George  and  Nancy  Curry  had  nine  children,  whose  names 
are  Emma,  William  R.,  Arthur  G.,  Ida  M.,  Anna,  John,  Harry, 
Sherman  and  Abraham.  Arthur  G.  remained  at  home  until  his 
“aQrrnag®  to  ^1SS  Artle  Daugherty,  which  took  place  on  June  6, 
1895.  Mrs.  Curry  was  a native  of  Highland  county,  Ohio,  and 
there  the  newly  married  couple  lived  for  two  years,  when  Mr.  Curry 
purchased  the  165  acres  in  Twin  township  where  lie  now  lives  and 
has  since  made  that  his  home.  He  is,  however,  mom  interested  in 

He  t!lan.f,annin-  tll01’gh  the  latter  is  not  neglected. 

He  learned  the  blacksmith  s trade  and  followed  it  for  four  years, 
but  was  compelled  to  give  it  up  on  account  of  ill  health.  Mr.  and 

^d  EAeT7  haVe  threC  cluWren’  who6®  names  are  Orien,  Darrell 

LsaacDeTong  has  long  been  known  as  one  of  the  worthy  and  suc- 
cessful fanners  of  Colerain  township,  Ross  county,  which  is  the 

feone  ofTh^rY  an'fhaS-  beC“  ^ SCenC  °f  a11  his  life’s  work- 

Jie  is  one  of  that  class  of  quiet  men  who  do  their  duty  as  seems  to 
em  right,  attend  strictly  to  their  own  business  and  meddle  as  lit- 

trusted  citizens  of  his  community,  and  was  called  onTo^ll  such  posb 
he  did  aceeptablyS,'!Trenn''  ^Ma^Movvre^  whose 

the  same  business  on  his  own  account,  and  that  he  has  met  witJ  suS 
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cess  as  a general  farmer  and  stockraiser  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  be 
now  owns  260  acres  of  land  and  is  otherwise  well-to-do.  He  haa 
been  so  closely  occupied  by  his  regular  business  that  he  has  had 
neither  time  nor  inclination  seek  office,  the  only  official  position 
he  ever  held  being  that  of  school  director.  November  29,  1802,  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Leasure,  who  was  bora  in  Colerain  township, 
March  25,  1839.  She  is  a daughter  of  Jesse  and  Mary  (Strawser) 
Leasure,  both  natives  of  Colerain  township,  and  the  former  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Hannah  (Cutshaw)  Leasure,  who  were  early  settlers. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeLong  have  had  nine  children,  all  living  except 
Letitia,  the  fourth  born.  The  others  in  order  of  birth  are  Susan, 
Lavina,  Rosa,  Edward,  Jesse,  Newton,  Alberta  and  George.  The 
family  in  religious  connections  are  divided  between  several  denomi-' 
nations,  Mr.  DeLong  being  a Lutheran  and  Mrs.  DeLong  a Presby- 
terian, while  most  of  the  children  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  church. 

August  Deschler,  examiner  of  engineers  for  the  Fourth  district  of 
Ohio,  was  bora  in  Chillicothe,  September  6,  1854.  His  parents 
were  John  and  Mary  (Kramer)  Deschler,  both  natives  of  Baden, 
Germany.  The  father’s  first  marriage  took  place  in  the  old  coun- 
try and  he  brought  his  wife  with  two  children  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
in  the  early  forties.  He  engaged  in  market  gardening  and  this  busi- 
ness he  followed  all  his  life.  The  first  wife  died  in  Chillicothe, 
leaving  three  children,  John,  Victor  and  Mary.  The  latter  became 
a sister  of  Notre  Dame,  in  Cincinnati,  and  died  there  in  1882. 
John  is  a meat  merchant  at  Indianapolis.  Victor  discontinued  his 
trade  as  a miller,  by  reason  of  impaired  health,  and  made  a fortune 
in  market  gardening.  The  father’s  second  wife  was  Mary  Kramer, 
who  became  the  mother  of  August  Deschler,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  received  a common  school  education  in  Chillicothe  and 
apprenticed  himself  to  the  machinist’s  trade  in  that  city.  After  a 
year’s  employment  in  Cincinnati,  he  returned  and  was  engaged  with 
the  Chillicothe  foundry  and  machine  works  until  1873.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Ross  County 
Infirmary,  but  about  1882  he  started  a repair  shop  on  his  own 
account;  His  business  was  that  of  erecting  engineer  for  all  kinds 
of  machinery.  He  continued  in  this  line  until  1900,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  position  which  he  now  holds,  as  examiner  of  engi- 
neers. The  appointment  was  for  three  years  and  is  a salaried  posi- 
tion under  the  state  government.  The  fourth  district,  of  which  he 
has  charge  with  headquarters  at  Chillicothe,  embraces  nineteen 
counties  in  southern  Ohio.  Mr.  Deschler  was  married  in  1874  and 
his  wife  died  in  1882,  leaving  four  children,  Frank  A.,  Mary,  Jos- 
eph A.  and  Charles.  The  first  named  has  charge  of  his  father’s 
machine  shop,  and  all  still  remain  at  home.  November  27,  1884, 
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Mr.  Deschler  married  Pliilomena  Gerrer,  a native  of  Chillicothe, 
who  taught  school  in  her  girlhood  days,  is  a member  of  the  church 
choir  and  in  many  wavs  a lady  of  accomplishments.  Mr.  Deschler 
is  a member  of  the  National  association  of  Stationary  Engineers, 
the  Columbus  Club  of  Chillicothe'  a charter  member  of  the  Knights 
of  St  George  and  for  twenty-seven  years  has  belonged  to  St  Igna- 
tius society.  His  church  relations  are  with  St  Peter’s  Roman 
Catholic,  of  which  lie  has  been  a life-long  member.  In  1893-94: 
he  served  as  a Democratic  member  of  the  Chillicothe  city  council. 
He  has  always  been  a public  spirited  and  enterprising  citizen. 

tartmg  in  the  world  without  a dollar,  he  has  been  successful  finan- 
cially, as  a result  of  his  own  hard  work  and  self-reliant  judgment. 
Having  obtained  his  own  education  with  difficultv,  bv  attending 
night  schools  after  performing  his  day’s  labor,  he  was  able  to  appre- 
ciate its  importance,  and  when  his  own  children  came  he  was  careful 
to  give  them  the  best  advantages  afforded  by  the  schools. 


James  A.  Devine,  sheriff  of  Ross  county,  was  born  in  Roxabell  in 
the  same  county  on  April  25  1874.  His  parents  were  John  and 
Mary  (Goodwin)  Devine.  John  Devine,  born  in  1845  at  Frank- 
77  in  Ross  county,  was  a soldier  during  the  civil  war,  serving  in 
both  the  cav  airy  and  infantry  arms  of  the  service,  being  a member 
of  the  Fourth  battalion  Todd’s  Independent  Scouts.  His  wife  was 
born  in  Ireland  m 1843,  and  came  to  America  in  a sailing  vessel 
when  a child  of  seven  years.  Her  mother  having  died  in  Ireland, 
87  brought  to  this  country  by  an  uncle,  her  father  having  pre- 
coded  them.  Mrs.  Devine  has  distinct  recollections  of  thhftrip 
which  was  a great  event  in  her  young  life.  The  voyage  lasted  some 
seven  or  eight  weeks  and  its  incidents  were  indelibly  impressed  on 
her  mind,  to  be  often  dwelt  upon  in  after  life.  Mr. 'and  Mrs  John 
Devine  had  a family  ot  two  sons,  of  whom  James  A.  was  the  eldest 
His  brother,  Michael  Thomas,  a clerk  in  a mercantile  houseat 

Lu7  I|fSter  °f  tllat  Place  and  has  one  daughter 
Elizabeth  M.  James  A Devine  received  his  education  in  Fri- 
day’ nVworM  of  f °m  hi7  Seh°01  on  his  «*<*nth  birth- 
thl'  v 7 , farm  ior  a few  months  and  then  accepted 

AfJ  tlK’n,°  d<?Pntv  PoatoMster,  which  he  held  for  three  years 

T,  v’rtl  ’e  .ob,aine(  “ more  rem,,nerative  employment'  with 
John  A Blue  m the  mercantile  and  machinery  business  which  he 
retained  for  three  years,  when  his  employer  sol'd  out  He77f  t 

oTj  nlfj  “r97B1;S8  TeSS°r  aPPOinted  ^utvTeriff 
anuai\  1,  189<,vhen  he  removed  to  Chillicothe  He  woq 

sworn  in  as  deputy  under  Sheriff  A.  T.  Swepston  and  served  in  that 

capicity  for  four  years.  In  the  fall  of  1900  he  was VimS  elected 

sheriff,  and  he  took  charge  of  the  office  January  7 1901  Mr 

Devine  was  the  only  Democrat  on  the  local  ticket'  that  was  elected 
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to  office,  the  county  having  given  a plurality  of  400  for  McKinley 
at  that  election.  This  fact  of  itself  is  sufficient  to  attest  the  wide- 
spread popularity  of  Mr.  Devine  and  the  public  opinions  of  his 
qualifications  for  an  important  county  office.  It  was  a distin- 
guished honor  that  conies  to  few  men  in  the  difficult  and  ungrateful 
game  called  politics.  October  30,  1895,  Mr.  Devine  was  married 
to  Maude  F.  Coyner,  a native  of  Champaign  county,  111.  Her 
father,  X.  M.  Coyner,  now  of  Frankfort,  was  formerly  a miller  at 
Austin,  Ross  county.  The  family  is  of  old  Virginia  stock,  being 
established  there  as  far  back  as  the  seventeenth  century.  Mr.  Coy- 
ner was  a soldier  during  the  civil  war,  as* also  were  several  of  his 
near  relatives.  The  Devines  were  likewise  conspicuous  as  patriots 
in  the  various  wars  of  the  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Devine  have  two 
sons,  Richard  Paul  and  Thomas  Bernard.  Mr.  Devine  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  O'.  U.  W.,  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Cath- 
olic Order  of  Foresters,  the  Hibernians,  the  Columbus  Club,  lodge 
Xo.  52,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  the  Eintracht  Singing  Society.  Himself 
and  wife  are  members  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church,  under  the  pas- 
torate of  his  cousin,  Rev.  A.  D.  Dexter. 

Rev.  Alfred  D.  Dexter,  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  (Roman  Catholic) 
church  in  Chillicothe,  is  a native  of  Ross  county,  bom  near  the  town 
of  Frankfort.  His  parents  were  George  M.  and  Mary  (McXally) 
Dexter,  the  former  a convert  to  the  church.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  in  and  near  his  native  village,  completing  the  studies 
as  far  as  they  went.  Afterward  he  entered  Mount  St.  Mary’s  sem- 
inary at  Cincinnati,  where  he  continued  his  studies  for  nine  years, 
one  of  which  he  spent  in  the  philosophical  and  three  in  the  theolog- 
ical departments  of  the  institution.  After  his  graduation  he  was 
ordained  on  September  23,  1876,  by  Most  Rev.  Archbishop  Purcell. 
He  celebrated  his  first  mass  on  the  following  Sunday  and  delivered 
his  first  sermon  in  St.  Mary’s  church,  Chillicothe.  His  first 
appointment  was  as  assistant  in  Kenton,  O.,  where  he  remained  for 
five  years,  one  of  which  was  spent  as  assistant  to  the  pastor  at  Belle- 
fontaine.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Marysville  and  missions 
where  he  remained  until  his  appointment  to  the  pastorate  in  Chilli- 
cothe. During  his  pastorate  in  Marysville  he  built  a beautiful 
church  in  Mechanicsburg,  a mission  connected  with  Marysville.  A 
summary  of  the  history  of*  St.  Maly’s  and  the  various  pastors  who 
have  had  charge  from  the  beginning  will  prove  of  interest  at  this 
point.  On  June  7,  1837,  Rev.  Henry  Juncker  was  appointed  first 
resident  pastor  of  Chillicothe  by  Archbishop  Purcell.  During  his 
pastorate  Father  Juncker  purchased  the  Episcopalian  building  and 
gave  it  the  name  of  St.  Mary’s  church.  In  this  the  faithful  wor- 
shipped until  the  dedication  of  St.  Peter’s  church  on  August  30, 
1846.  In  time  the  number  of  Catholics  increased  so  greatly  that 
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it  was  determined  to  organize  another  congregation.  This  was  done 
in  December,  1849,  under  the  direction  of  Kev.  George  Carroll,  who 
was  the  first  pastor  of  the  congregation.  In  September,  1851,  Kev. 
Thomas  Boulger- succeeded  to  the  pastorate.  In  1852,  a large  build- 
ing on  Second  street  was  purchased  from  the  Methodists  and  used  as 
a church  unti1  the  new  building  on  South  Paint  street  was  erected. 
T ather  Boulger  m 1854,  and  he  in  turn  gave  place  to  Kev.  J.  KT 
Thisse  in  September  1855.  The  latter  was  a very  popular  priest 
y "mSelf, to  his  congregation.  He  gave  way  in 

I860  to  Rev.  Michael  Kennedy,  who  three  years  afterward  was  com- 
pelted  to  relinquish  his  charge  on  account  of  ill  health.  Kev.  T.  J. 
I lerney  was  pastor  from  1863  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  September  6,  1865.  On  September  17th  of  the  year 
last  mentioned,  Rev.  John  B.  Murray  took  charge  of  the  congrega- 
tion and  it  was  during  his  long  incumbency  that  the  new  St.  Man  ’s 
church  and  pastoral  residence  on  Paint  street  were  erected.  The 
cornerstone  was  laid  by  Archbishop  Purcell  on  April  7,  1867,  and 
the  dedication  took  place  on  August  15,  1869.  No  other  pastor  did 

HeT^l^  Fa]1fr1¥u„rr7  to  build  up  the  parish  of  St.  Mary’s. 
He  was  beloved  by  Ins  flock  and  universally  respected  by  the  citizens 

Wfl  de,i:;minrnS-  ,Marel1’  1883>  father  Murray  was  trans- 

S “dftin  A"*Mt  °Vlat  -Vear  ***■  J«™s  J-  O’Donohue  took 
charge.  After  a successful  pastorate  of  four  years,  he  was  suc- 
oeeded  m September,  1887,  by  Rev.  Patrick  A.  Quinn,  who  was  com- 
pelled  bv  ill  health  to  retire  after  two  years’  service  It  was  on 
September  23  1889,  that  Rev.  Alfred  D.  Dexter,  the  present  pastor 
took  charge  of  the  large  and  flourishing  congregation  of  St  Mary’s! 
The  church  has  prospered  under  his  pastorate,  as  he  spares  no  efforte 
for  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  the  parish.  He  Is  verv  popular 
w, tli  the  congregation,  their  relations  realizing  the  true ' christian 
ideal  represented  under  the  figure  of  the  shepherd  and  his  flock 
The  following  societies  are  connected  with  the  church  and  are  in 

SodTtv  T r10'11  YW,ng  La<iieS’  Sod«%-  ^amed 

Aoyr  sdalit'% 

-J  t»™i  Waite 

securing  of  a new  cemetery.  A tract  of  land  bequeathed  hy  Miss 
Margaret  Matts,  a convert  and  devoted  member  of  St  Marv’s  as 
a legacy  for  religious  purposes,  was  converted  into  a cemeteryVn’der 
an  association  organized  and  chartered  in  1892.  The  cemetery  nlat 
contains  about  twentv-one  acres  nnrl  ™ x i cemflery  Plat 

22  1892  l,v  Af«n,  w- one  acres  and  was  consecrated  on  November 

’ , \r‘  r ? y,.n<ltllorst>  as«sted  by  Rev.  Father  Dexter  and 

named  St.  Margaret  s in  honor  of  the  generous  donor.  ’ 

SepteX^l.?e577WaTTKrt  7 °T°rd  tnwnBhil’’  R°SS  on 

September  13,  184,.  His  father,  George  M.  Dexter,  was  a native 
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of  Lincolnshire,  England,  born  June  4,  1816.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  who  located  in 
Concord  township,  Ross  county.  Having  a good  education,  he  fol- 
lowed school  teaching  as  a profession  in  the  counties  of  Ross  and 
Warren.  Later  he  became  a farmer  and  pursued  that  calling  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  May  4,  1882.  In  August, 
1845,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  McNally,  a native  of  county 
Derry,  Ireland,  who  died  in  1886.  They  had  four  children,  James  A. 
Dexter  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  He  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  district,  supplemented  by  attendance 
at  a collegiate  academy,  then  conducted  in  Chillicothe  by  Prof. 
George  Kelley.  These  earlier  acquisitions  were  greatly  increased 
in  after  years  by  extensive  reading  and  study  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Dexter,  whose  tastes  were  naturally  literary  and  his  thirst 
for  knowledge  ever  acute.  This  tendency  led  him  to  write  for 
the  press  and  his  articles  always  exhibited  wide  and  varied  infor- 
mation expressed  in  the  best  literary  style.  All  this,  however,  was 
merely  diversion  and  mental  exercise,  as  the  main  business  of  Mr. 
Dexter’s  life  has  always  been  that  of  farming.  At  the  death  of  his 
uncle,  John  McNally,  which  occurred  in  December,  1879,  Mr.  Dex- 
ter became  his  principal  heir,  and  among  other  property  inherited 
from  him  was  the  valuable  farm  two  miles  west  of  Frankfort.  This, 
which  is  among  the  best  improved  agricultural  land  in  Ross  county, 
has  since  been  the  home  of  Mr.  Dexter.  The  affection  of  Mr. 
McNally  for  his  nephew  and  confidence  in  his  integrity  is  attested 
by  the  fact  that  by  his  will  he  constituted  him  sole  executor  with- 
out the  requirement  of  a bond.  lie  has  never  aspired  to  office,  but 
has  filled  local  positions  by  the  unsought  suffrage  of  his  neighbors. 
Among  these  were  the  offices  of  school  director  and  justice  of  the 
peace.  While  serving  in  the  latter  capacity  he  officiated  at  the 
trial  of  some  6f  the  most  important  cases  ever  tried  in  the  township, 
and  as  evidence  of  his  impartial  judgment  and  fair  decisions  it  can 
be  stated  that  none  were  ever  earried  to  a higher  court.  His  politi- 
cal affiliations  have  always  been  Democratic  and  formerly  he  par- 
ticipated actively  in  party  management,  but  in  later  years  has 
contented  himself  with  voting,  leaving  the  actual  work  of  politics 
to  others.  Mr.  Dexter  performed  a valuable  service  to  the  people 
by  the  part  he  took  in  the  movement  to  relieve  Ross  county  from 
the  burdens  inflicted  by  the  out-of-date  system  of  toll  roads.  To 
him,  more  than  to  any  other,  was  due  the  release  of  the  Frankfort 
and  Herrod’s  Creek  turnpike  from  this  obsolete  obstruction  to 
progress.  The  Dexter  family  are  all  devout  communicants  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Qhurcli.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  long  been 
a pillar  of  the  faith  at  Frankfort  and  one  of  the  mainstays  of  his 
religious  society  at  that  place.  His  brother,  Rev.  Alfred  D.  Dex- 
ter, is  the  much  beloved  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  church  in  Chillicothe. 
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On  January  25,  1893,  Mr.  Dexter  was  married  to  Joanna  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Catharine  Powers,  of  Union  county,  Ohio.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  at  St.  Mary's  church  in  Chillicothe  by  the 
brother  of  the  groom.  They  have  three  children,  whose  names  are 
Alfred  Dominick,  Mary  Kathleen  and  Elizabeth  Maurine. 


Henry  Dillman,  a prosperous  trucker  and  fruit-grower  of  Scioto 
township,  is  a worthy  sample  of  the  good  citizenship  obtained  by 
Ross  county  through  German  channels.  Many  years  ago,  Adam 
Dillman  left  the  place  of  his  birth  in  Darmstadt,  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  in  search  of  his  fortune.  Before  leaving  the  old 
country  he  had  thoroughly  mastered  all  the  details  of  the  brewing 
business,  and  this  knowledge  proved  valuable  to  him  over  here  as 
it  enabled  him  to  get  employment  readily  in  his  own  line.  At  that 
time  Cincinnati  was  famous  for  its  beer  and  a kind  of  headquarters 
lor  brewers,  besides  being  very  popular  as  a residence  city  for 
Germans  seeking  homes  in  the  United  States.  Young  Dillman 
therefore,  found  himself  amid  very  congenial  surroundings  when 
he  landed  m the  “Queen  City  of  the  West"  and  lost  no  time  in 
identifying  himself  with  her  great  industrial  interests.  With  Ger- 
man pluck  and  energy  he  soon  “caught  on"  and  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters and  founders  of  Mocrlein’s  brewery,  which  afterward 
became  one  of  the  leading  establishments  of  its  kind  in  Ohio.  It  so 
happened  that  a family  named  Dryer,  natives  of  the  same  German 
province  as  Adam  Dd  man,  had  crossed  the  ocean  about  the  time 
°T  The  Dryers  had  a slaw  passage  of  six  months’ 
duration  and  after  landing  proceeded  directly  to  Detroit,  where 

SH-rr1  ? feT  yeaa  and  tJlen  removed  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 
With  this  family  when  they  reached  the  United  States  was  a little 
daughter  just  four  years  old,  named  Maiy,  and  after  s^rew  up  to 

AdX  Kan  y°Ttng  ad,V  a"d  "'ar  °n  a Visit  t0  Cinoinnati>  she  met 
Adam  Dillman.  It  was  a case  of  mutual  admiration  and  in  due 

course  it  was  announced  m the  papers  that  the  popular  youn-r 

^rXliwXmarTril  -n!iry,C-  D,7er-  B-v  this  union  there 
were  six  children.  John,  killed  during  the  civil  war-  Peter  W 

TVfX'"r'len  ti13-1/  G<?0rge  W-’  of  Chillicothe;  Henry,  and 

ThXf  X "’,fe.?f  D,aTld  Curren,  of  Union  township,  Ross  county 

occurredTnX"  H ^ b,’siness  ,,ntil  lds  deathi  "’hich 

occurred  in  1854  as  the  result  of  an  attack  of  cholera  4 few 

ZTchlaZ* rjXnh'7d°W  ,naniwl  *-ver>  by  w-hom  she  had 

bom  in  Cincinnati,  February  13  firs^  ™ama£e>  wa^ 

tnals  and  tribulations  that  afflicted  the  ^ Sf  & 
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was  attacked  by  the  cholera  epidemic  which  scourged  Cincinnati 
in  1854  and  was  actually  laid  out  for  burial  at  one  time,  being 
saved  only  by  the  earnest  entreaties  of  his  mother,  who  insisted  that 
a spark  of  life  still  remained.  Safely  over  this  he  had  to  run  the 
gauntlet  of  diseases  usually  fatal  to  infancy,  passing  successively 
through  the  scarlet  fever,  black  smallpox  and  the  measles.  He  was 
four  years  old  before  he  had  learned  to  walk,  and  yet  this  child, 
persecuted  with  all  the  misfortunes  of  Job  and  over  and  over 
threatened  with  death,  lived  to  be  considered  the  strongest  man  in 
his  township.  When  Mr.  Dillman  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
obtained  railroad  employment  and  followed  this  occupation  for 
twelve  years.  Afterward  he  worked  as  a farm  laborer  in  different 
states  until  1873,  when  he  was  married  to  Angeline  Drummonds, 
of  Cincinnati.  He  located  on  a farm  of  50  acres  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, which  he  purchased  three  years  later  and  greatly  improved 
during  the  eighteen  years  of  his  subsequent  residence  thereon. 
Eventually,  Mr.  Dillman  sold  this  place  and  purchased  another  of 
43  acres  in  Scioto  township,  which  he  has  since  used  for  trucking 
and  fruit  growing.  Under  great  disadvantages  he  has  conquered 
success  and  is  at  present  in  very  comfortable  circumstances.  He 
holds  the  position  of  school  director,  was  road  supervisor  in  Liberty 
township  and  was  the  principal  promoter  of  the  Musgrove  pike. 
Mrs.  Dillman  and  their  only  child,  George  Adam,  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  his  own  leanings  are  in  the 
same  direction. 

Dudley  O.  Diggs,  deceased,  late  of' Lyndon,  Ohio,  is  well  deserv- 
ing of  notice  in  any  history  of  Ross  county,  as  he  was  connected 
with  its  agricultural  interests  and  general  development  for  over 
sixty  years.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Desper) 
Diggs,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  and  descended  from  ancestors  long 
settled  in  the  state.  The  family  trace  their  origin  to  English  emi- 
grants who  came  over  as  far  back  as  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  Thomas  Diggs  served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  died  in  his 
native  state  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  His  family  consisted  of 
seven  children.  Dudley  O.  Diggs,  the  third,  was  born  in  Louisa 
county,  Va.,  September  26,  1812.  But  little  opportunity  for 
learning  was  afforded  agricultural  communities  in  Virginia  at  that 
period,  but  young  Diggs  was  ambitious  and  availed  himself  of  every 
chance  to  increase  his  stock  of  knowledge.  In  fact,  his  natural 
inclination  was  towards  educational  affairs,  as  was  evidenced  by  his 
abandoning  farm  work  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  order  to 
engage  in  teaching.  In  1833,  he  left  his  native  state  for  the 
West  and  soon  after  arriving  in  Ohio  joined  the  ranks  of  educators 
in  Ross  county.  The  famous  “old  log  school  house”  was  then  much 
11-29 
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in  evidence,  and  in  one  of  these  Preceptor  Diggs  “wielded  the  rod” 
for  twelve  full  terms.  But  a man  of  Mr.  Diggs’  breadth  of  mind 
and  natural  business  acumen  could  hardly  be  content  in  the  narrow 
field  that  confined  the  “early-day”  pedagogue.  The  rich  valley  of 
the  Scioto,  where  his  lot  had  been  cast,  offered  great  inducement  to 
agriculturists,  and  our  Virginia  emigrant  resolved  to  join  the  hosts 
who  were  cultivating  the  fruitful  soil  of  Boss  county.  In  1838,  he 
bought  and  cleared  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Buckskin  town- 
ship. This  estate  was  added  to  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned 
1,160  acres  of  land  which,  under  his  skillful  management,  was 
highly  improved  and  much  increased  in  value.  In  short,  he  became 
by  degrees  and  enlarged  experience,  one  of  the  most  competent  as 
well  as  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  in  his  adopted  country. 
He  is  a good  representative  of  the  best  class  of  self-made  men,  as 
his  success  in  life  was  chiefly  due  to  his  self-taught  lessons  and 
independent  efforts,  aided  of  course  by  correct  business  methods  and 
integrity  in  dealing.  The  result  was  a measure  of  financial  pros- 
perity unusual  among  farmers  and  creditable  alike  to  the  character 
and  ability  of  Mr.  Dig’gs.  In  November,  1835,  Mr.  Diggs  was 
married  to  Sophia  Houston,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came 
with  her  parents  to  Ohio  in  early  girlhood.  They  lived  together  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  until  her  death  in  March,  1886.  The  second 
wife  of  Mr.  Diggs  was  Amanda  Bragg,  a Virginia  lady,  to  whom 
he  was  united  in  1886.  Their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Charles,  Corinne  and  Altha  Virginia.  Though  he  took 

the  interest  of  a good  citizen  in  political  contests,  Mr.  Diggs  was 
never  a seeker  of  office,  the  only  official  positions  held  by  him  being 
those  of  trustee  and  treasurer  of  his  township.  He  wras  a consistent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  South  Salem,  as  is  also  his 
wife  who  survives  him.  Mr.  Diggs  died  July  6,  1899,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years. 


Columbus  Dixon,  of  Gillespieville,  Ohio,  was  bom  in  Boss  county 
on  August  3,  1851,  his  father  being  Joseph  Dixon,  who  is  mentioned 
m this  work.  Columbus  Dixon  was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  township.  He  has  pursued 
farming  as  an  occupation  all  his  life  and  ranks  high  among  those 
who.  best  understand  the  principles  of  this  calling.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  breeding  Jersey  cattle,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  in  that  line  in  the  country ; is  widelv  known  as  a 
dealer,  and  has  sold  stock  in  nearly  every  state  of  the  Union.  At 
the  leading  public  sale  of  Jersey  cattle  in  the  United  States  for  ten 
years,  held  m 189S,  Mr.  Dixon  sold  eighty  head  for  $8,000.  He 
had  one  of  the  twenty-five  Jersey  cows  on  exhibition  at  the  World’s 

^iri79fQhlCag^  m 1893‘  prizewinner  was  named  Pridalia, 

No.  1/249,  and  was  one  of  the  finest  bred  cows  in  America.  Mr. 
Dixon  s place  is  known  far  and  wide  as  the  Edgewood  Stock  Farm, 
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and  consists  of  500  acres  of  land  one  mile  from  Londonderry.  Sep- 
tember 8,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Mary  C.  Dn  Bois,  daughter  of 
Solomon  and  Maria  Du  Bois,  natives  of  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  who 
came  to  Ross  county,  Ohio;  about  the  year  1836.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dixon  have  four  living  children,  whose  names  are  Laura,  Ada,  Roy 
C.  and  Mildred. 

Simon  R.  Dixon,  an  extensive  land-owner  in  Ross  county  and 
dealer  in  thoroughbred  cattle,  is  a member  of  a family  long  settled 
in  Liberty  township.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Dixon,  came  from 
North  Carolina  to  Ross  county  in  1804  and  a few  years  later 
started  the  pioneer  grist  mill,  whose  musical  burrs  proved  a welcome 
novelty  in  that  sparsely  settled  region.  This  primitive  meal-maker 
was  established  in  Liberty  township  and  remained  in  the  family 
for  generations,  being  conducted  by  the  founder  until  his  death  and 
afterward  continued  by  his  sons.  To  this  day  it  is  known  as  the 
Dixon  mills.  The  pioneer  Joseph  Dixon  was  thrifty  as  well  as 
shrewd  and  industrious,  and  by  the  time  of  his  death  had  become 
owner  of  a large  amount  of  land.  He  married  Ann  Ratcliff  in  the 
old  North  State,  who  shared  his  fortunes  in  Ohio  and  became  the 
mother  of  several  children,  among  the  number  being  a namesake  of 
her  husband.  This  son,  Joseph  Dixon,  the  younger,  born  in  1814, 
was  trained  to  work  in  the  mill,  and  after  his  father’s  death  in 
1834  took  charge  of  the  business  and  conducted  it  to  the  end  of  his 
own  life,  a total  period  of  forty  years.  He  married  Winnie  Sophia 
Walker,  wTho  was  bom  in  Loudoun  county,  Va.,  in  1815,  and  came  to 
Ross  county  in  girlhood.  They  located  in  Liberty  township,  where 
the  remainder  of  their  lives  were  spent,  the  wife  dying  in  1870,  and 
the  husband  in  November,  1874.  Of  their  ten  children  five  are 
now  living.  Joseph  Dixon  left  a.  valuable  estate,  including  about 
800  acres  of  land,  the  homestead  place  being  owmed  conjointly  by 
Columbus  and  Fulton,  two  of  his  sons.  Simon  R.  Dixon,  third  in 
order  of  birth  of  the  children  of  Joseph  and  Winnie  S.  Dixon,  was 
bom  under  the  parental  roof  in  Liberty  township,  September  5, 
1836.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  about  twenty-four  years 
old,  when  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account-.  He  has  risen 
to  be  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock-dealers  in  the  county, 
well  known  as  a breeder  of  Shorthorn  cattle  and  owns  600  acres  of 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  In  1870  he  built  a fine  residence 
between  Vigo  and  Londonderry,  and  everything  about  his  place 
bears  evidence  of  good  management  and  prosperity.  Mr.  Dixon  has 
figured  influentially  in  all  the  affairs  of  his  township,  serving  several 
years  as  trustee,  member  of  the  school  board  for  two  decades  and 
two  terms  as  commissioner  of  Ross  county.  He  has  been  conspic- 
uous in  the  advocacy  of  good  government  and  good  morals,  being  a 
life-long  supporter  of  the  temperance  cause  and  every  movement 
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calculated  to  advance  it  among  the  people.  In  1860,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Elizabeth  (Ross)  Jones. 
Her  grandparents  were  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Cox)  Jones, 
pioneers  from  He w Jersey  in  Ross  county  in  the  early  part  of  the 
century.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Mary  P.  died  in  childhood.  The  others  in  order  of 
birth  are  Ella,  Alma,  Minnie,  Charlie,  Annie,  Elizabeth,  Edwin, 
Ethel,  Vernon,  Harry,  Grace  and  Edith.  Mr.  Dixon  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  in  which  the  former  has  long 
been  a leader  and  prominent  worker. 

William  R.  Dixon,  of  Tucson,  was  born  in  Harrison  township, 
Ross  county,  Ohio,  on  March  5,  IS 64.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  district  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  fann- 
ing, which  has  been  his  occupation  throughout  life.  Mr.  Dixon’s 
industry  and  perseverance  have  been  rewarded  with  success  and  he 
owns  160  acres  of  good  land  where  he  has  lived  for  ten  years.  He 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Harrison  township, 
where  he  has  spent  all  of  his  life.  Mr.  Dixon  has  long  been  an 
active  Republican  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office,  how- 
ever, he  is  often  sent  as  a delegate  to  the  various  conventions  of  his 
party  and  had  this  honor  conferred  upon  him  for  three  years  in 
succession.  October  5,  1898,  Mr.  Dixon  was  married  to  Mrs.  Ellen 
Stanhope  of  Harrison  township,  the  widow  of  John  I.  Stanhope, 
and  daughter  of  Isaac  Wolford. 

Samuel  Dresbach,  late  a citizen  of  Colerain  township,  was  an 
extensive  farmer  and  stockdealer  of  Ross  county,  owning  800  acres 
of  land,  all  of  which  was  acquired  by  his  own  exertions  during  a 
long  and  laborious  life.  His  father,  Martin  Dresbach,  was  a native 
of  Pennsylvania  who  in  the  spring  of  1812  married  Mary  Eyer, 
born  February  10,  1783,  and  daughter  of  Abram  Ever.  Samuel 
Dresbach  was  bom  in  Colerain  township  July  4,  18 17, "and  in  early 
manhood  married  Hannah  Ranck,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the  same 
neighborhood  January  16,  1833.  Her  parents  were  Lewis  and  Sarah 
(Wolf)  Ranck,  both  of  Berks  county,  Pa.  (the  former  bom  August 
1,  1798,  and  the  latter  November  21,  1801),  who  came  to  Ross 
county  in  1833  and  settled  in  Green  township,  where  the  father  died 
May  24,  1S70,  and  the  mother  February  13,  1881.  They  reared  a 
family  of  five  daughters  and  one  son.  Samuel  and  Hannah  Dres- 
bach became  the  parents  of  twelve  children:  Martin,  William, 

Josiah,  Sallie,  Lewis,  Ella,  John,  Nelson,  Clayton  (deceased)' 
Jennie,  Susie  and  Grant.  Since  the  death  of  the  father,  Samuel 
Dresbach,  February  15,  18  <4,  the  homestead  has  been  occupied  by 
his  widow  and  the  two  youngest  children.  John  Dresbach,  the 
seventh  child,  was  bom  October  28,  1860,  has  been  a farmer  since 
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reaching  manhood,  and  owns  143  acres  of  land.  In  1883  he  married 
Ida,  daughter  of  Uriah  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Pontious)  Bender.  The 
father  was  a Virginian  who  settled  in  Colerain  township  and  ended 
his  days  there,  his  wife’s  death  occurring  while  traveling  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  Ohio.  J ohn  Dresbach  and  wife  have  six  children : Elsie, 
Gracie,  Samuel,  Cleo,  Lula  and  Marie.  The  father  is  a member  of 
Hallsville  camp,  No.  9543,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Josiah, 
third  child  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  Dresbach,  was  born  May  10, 
1855,  is  a farmer  with  143  acres  of  land,  married  Nancy  E.  Albin 
in  1876  and  has  four  children:  Emma,  Ollie,  Charles  and  Walter. 

U.  S.  Grant  Dresbach,  youngest  of  Samuel’s  children,  and  his  sis- 
ter Susie,  own  part  of  the  homestead  estate  left  by  their  father  and 
live  on  the  same  with  their  widowed  mother.  May  29,  1895,  Grant 
Dresbach  was  married  to  Ada,  daughter  of  John  Camp,  of  Green 
township,  and  they  have  three  children : Earl,  Myrtine  and  Garold. 

Jacob  Dump,  of  Chillicothe,  is  a native  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, bom  August  12,  1832.  When  a babe  only  eight  weeks  old 
he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Ross  county  and  he  has  'spent  the 
most  of  his  life  in  Chillicothe.  Ilis  parents  were  Bernhardt  and 
Christina  Dump,  both  natives  of  the  German  state  above  mentioned. 
The  father  was  a basket  maker  and  followed  that  occupation  in 
connection  with  fanning  until  his  death,  about  1854.  The  mother 
died  in  February,  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  Of  their  family 
three  sons  and  one  daughter  are  living.  Of  these,  Samuel  is  a rail- 
road car  inspector  at  Springfield,  O.,  George  is  a fanner  near  Se- 
dalia,  Mo.,  and  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  George  Hall,  a farmer  of 
Pickaway  county.  Jacob  Dump,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  learned 
the  trade  of  an  iron  worker  in  Ross  county,  to  which  in  later  years 
he  added  working  in  wood.  For  about  thirty  years  he  did  an  exten- 
sive business  in  carriage  building,  giving  regular  employment  to 
from  ten  to  fifteen  mechanics.  Since  the  introduction  of  modern 
machinery  so  revolutionized  the  business,  he  confines  his  work  to 
local  demands  for  repairing  and  some  other  features  not  monopolized 
by  the  large  concerns.  He  has  been  constantly  in  this  business  for 
about  fifty  years,  having  made  and  lost  several  fortunes.  His  losses 
are  attributed  partly  to  unscrupulous  partners,  more  largely  to  bad 
accounts  and  loaning  money  to  friends  who  did  not  appreciate  his 
kindness.  Mr.  Dump  has  never  been  sick  a day  in  his  life,  is  noted 
for  his  jovial  and  companionable  disposition  and  counts  his  friends 
by  thousands,  no  man  in  Ross  county  being  more  favorably  known 
or  better  liked.  His  reputation  is  that  of  being  an  honest  man  and 
sincere  friend  of  the  distressed.  When  twenty-two  years  old,  he 
was  married  in  Chillicothe  to  Rachel  Tedrow,  a native  Ohioan. 
This  lady  died  after  eight  years  of  wedded  life,  and  Mr.  Dump  took 
for  his  second  wife  Sarah  Knedler,  who  still  survives.  Three  chil- 
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dren  were  the  fruit  of  the  first  union:  Allen,  engaged  in  the  car- 

riage and  bicycle  business  in  Chillicothe;  John,  a carriage  painter 
and  foreman  of  a large  shop  in  Cleveland,  and  Jane,  who  is  married 
to  a resident  of  Tacoma,  Wash.  To  the  second  union  two  daughters 
were  bom : Georgia,  the  wife  of  Charles  T aylor,  now  living  in 

Cleveland,  O.,  and  Ollie,  the  wife  of  Edward  Bosley,  a clerk  in  a 
large  clothing  store  in  Dayton,  O.  For  more  than  thirty-five  years 
Mr.  Dump  has  been  an  Odd  Fellow  and  he  is  a past  grand  of  that 
Order.  Politically  he  is  a staunch  Republican  but  the  only  office 
he  has  held  is  that  of  councilman. 


Addison  Dwyer,  residing  near  Lyndon,  Ohio,  is  one  of  the  most 
promising  of  the  younger  generation  of  Buckskin  township  farmers. 
He  is  a son  of  Cary  A.  Dwyer,  who  for  many  years  was  in  the  front 
rank  of  agriculturists  and  stockraisers  in  Highland  county,  of  which 
he  was  a native.  After  a long  and  exemplary  career,  he  quit  active 
business  and  is  now  living  in  retirement  at  Greenfield.  Addison 
Dwyer  was  born  in  Highland  county  and  there  received  his  early 
training  m matters  connected  with  farm  life.  When  twelve  years 
old  he  went  to  Fayette  county,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  the  time 
ot  his  marriage.  This  event  occurred  in  1890,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Lilly,  daughter  of  Archie  Main,  of  Buckskin  township.  Mrs 
Dwyer  is  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  families  of 
Ross  county,  her  relatives  for  years  having  been  connected  with  the 
progress  and  development  of  that  part  of  the  state.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mm.  Dwyer  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children,  whose 
names  are  Hazel,  Archie  and  Mabel.  Both  before  and  since  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Dwyer  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits He  carries  on  general  fanning,  but  pays  considerable  atten- 
tion to  raising  stock  and  feeding  the  same  for  market.  He  leads 

enW  tt?nd  unT'mlng  Hfe’  attends  closely  to  business  and 
enjoys  the  general  respect  and  good  will  of  his  neighbors. 

James  E.  Eckle,  a resident  of  Frankfort,  is  a native  of  Fayette 
county,  Ohio,  born  February  28,  1871.  His  father  was  John  Eckle 

”a-°  ' 'rf  ”la’  "’h0  Came  to  0hio  in  1826  wl)en  a young  man 
d settled  in  Ross  county.  He  aftenvards  removed  to  Favette  but 
later  re  urned  to  Ross  county,  in  which  he  has  since  resided.  When 

terTfa^C°wZe^^heienli8tediin  the  Seventy-first  Ohio  volun- 
teer iniantry,  lvith  which  he  served  for  three  vears.  His  health 

™ rke,“  by  bls  a,™-y  to  such  an  extent  that  lie  never 

TW  7 recovered.  He  married  Mary  Jane  English,  a native  of 

- - sr.-sg 
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lowed  this  occupation  until  1897,  when  he  located  in  Frankfort  and 
entered  the  livery  business,  which  he  still  continues.  March  4, 
1897,  Mr.  Eckle  was  married  to  Essie  McCollister,  daughter  of  John 
McCollister,  an  old  resident  of  Ross  county.  They  have  an  only 
child,  whose  name  is  John. 

Samuel  Edgington,  veteran  of  the  civil  war  and  successful  farmer, 
is  descended  from  one  of  the  pioneers  who  was  identified  with  Ross 
county  almost  from  the  time  of  its  organization.  His  grandfather, 
John  Edgington,  came  from  his  native  state  of  Virginia  as  early 
as  the  year  1800  and  located  in  Huntington  township.  There  he 
cleared  land,  built  a house  and  reared  a family.  His  son  Robert 
was  born  on  this  homestead  place  in  1811,  and  in  due  time  became 
a farmer,  which  pursuit  he  followed  throughout  life.  His  death 
occurred  in  1862,  just  one  year  before  that  of  his  father,  who  sur- 
vived until  1863.  Robert  was  the  father  of  Samuel  Edgington, 
whose  birth  took  place  in  Huntington  township  in  1842.  He 
received  the  principal  part  of  his  education  in  the  old  Baptist  school 
which  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  institutions  of  that  locality. 
Samuel  had  just  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  when  the  civil  war 
cloud  burst  over  the  country  with  all  its  dire  possibilities.  Like 
many  another  youth,  both  Korth  and  South,  he  hastened  to  take 
sides  in  what  was  to  prove  the  event  of  all  their  lives.  Looking 
around  for  a congenial  organization,  young  Edgington  selected 
Company  I,  Eighty-first  regiment  Ohio  infantry,  in  which  he  was 
duly  enlisted.  This  command  was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Dennison 
and  saw  its  first  service  under  Fremont  in  Missouri.  It  was  part 
of  the  mighty  force  which  afterward  joined  in  the  great  battle  of 
Shiloh,  or,  as  it  is  often  called,  Pittsburg  Landing.  Subsequently, 
Mr.  Edgington  took  part  with  his  regiment  in  the  Atlanta  campaign 
and  participated  in  the  severe  fighting  before  the  city.  Mr.  Edg- 
ington received  his  discharge  from  the  army  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio, 
in  October,  1864.  In  April,  1866,  he  was  married  to  Jane  Ralston, 
•descendant  of  a family  which  dates  its  residence  in  Ross  county  from 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Her  father,  Robert 
Ralston  was  born  in  Huntington  township  in  1798  on  a place  settled 
by  Benjamin  Ralston,  one  of  the  earliest  arrivals  from  Virginia. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Edgington  have  two  children,  of  whom  Robert 
remains  with  his  father  and  Allan  is  farming  in  Ross  county.  Since 
his  retirement  from  the  army,  Mr.  Edington  has  devoted  his  life 
exclusively  to  agricultural  pursuits,  including  the  raising  of  stock 
and  fruit. 

Albert  L.  Ellis,  superintendent  of  the  city  schools  at  Kingston, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Vinton  county,  Ohio,  January  15,  1849.  His 
parents  were  Edward  W.  and  Amanda  (Crumbaker)  Ellis,  both 
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natives  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
spent  his  boyhood  days  on  a farm,  attending  the  district  schools  in 
season,  and  after  acquiring  an  education  sufficient  to  teach  he  took 
up  that  profession  and  taught  his  first  term  in  1869.  This  he  kept 
up  for  several  years,  teaching  in  the  winter  and  attending  school 
during  his  vacations.  He  first  entered  the  Ohio  university  at 
Athens,  and  later  the  National  Normal  university  at  Lebanon,  and 
graduated  in  the  scientific  coiirse  from  that  institution  in  1874.  He 
was  then  selected  as  superintendent  of  the  Kingston  schools  and 
after  successfully  handling  them  for  four  years,  he  decided  to  return 
to  his  Alma  Mater  and  complete  the  classical  course  in  that  excel- 
lent institution,  graduating  in  1880.  He  was  then  selected  as  the 
superintendent  of  the  Blanchester  schools,  where  he  remained  four 
years,  and  in  1885  was  again  chosen  as  the  superintendent  of  the 
Kingston  schools,  and  it  is  creditable  to  note  that  he  has  been  con- 
tinued at  their  head  ever  since.  Under  his  able  management  the 
schools  of  Kingston  are  in  excellent  shape  and  rank  as  second  to 
none  in  Boss  county.  Mr.  Ellis  spends  much  of  the  time  during 
his  vacations,  of  late  years,  in  managing  his  fine  farm  of  150  acres 
near  Kingston.  This  affords  him  much  needed  rest  and  recreation 
and  invigorates  him  for  his  scholastic  work.  On  May  1,  1873,  Mr. 
Ellis  was  married  to  Hattie  M.  Orr,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Maria  (Kelley)  Orr,  old  and  respected  residents  of  the  vicinity  of 
Chillicothe,  where  Mrs.  Ellis  was  born  December  1,  1854,  and 
where  she  was  reared,  attending  the  district  schools,  also  the  Chilli- 
cothe high  school,  and  later  the  National  Normal  university  at 
Lebanon.  After  returning  from  Lebanon,  she  successfully  taught 
for  several  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  have  had  two  children,  Rom- 
ney J.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Albert  Dane,  bom  October  2,  1889, 
and  now  a student  in  the  Kingston  schools.  Both  Mr.  Ellis  and 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  church,  both  are  teachers 
in  the  Sunday  schools  and  Mr.  Ellis  takes  great  interest  in  the 
Epworth  League  and  its  grand  work.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  having  attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  stand  high  socially  and  are  classed  among  the 
first  families  of  the  county. 

Martin  Enderlin,  trustee  of  Scioto  township,  is  a contribution 
from  Germany  to  the  citizenship  of  Chillicothe.  His  father,  John 
Martin  Enderlin,  became  involved  in  the  revolutionary  troubles  of 
of  1848  which  resulted  in  a loss  to  Germany  of  many  of  its  bravest 
men,  like  Carl  Schurz,  and  the  consequent  benefit  to  the  United 
States,  as  most  of  them  sought  refuge  here.  The  elder  Enderlin 
went  so  far  as  to  raise  a company  of  soldiers  for  the  revolutionary 
cause,  but,  as  his  side  was  unsuccessful,  he  was  forced  to  flee  and 
in  1852  made  the  ocean  voyage  to  this  country.  He  located  at  Chil- 
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licothe,  where  in  1854  he  was  joined  by  his  wife  and  eight  children. 
His  trade  was  that  of  a tailor,  which  he  followed  in  Chillicothe  for 
several  years  in  connection  with  the  grocery  and  saloon  business. 
His  death  occurred  July  10,  1807,  his  wife  surviving  him  only  a 
few  months  and  dying  November  18  of  the  same  year.  Five  of 
their  children  are  living  and  three  of  them  are  residents  of  Chil- 
licothe. Augustus,  the  eldest  of  the  sons,  came  over  with  his 
father  in  1852  to  avoid  enforced  military  service  in  the  German 
army,  and  died  in  this  country  July  1,  1860.  Martin  Enderlin  was 
bom  in  Germany,  July  10,  1841,  and  was  brought  to  this  country 
by  his  mother  when  thirteen  years  old.  As  soon  as  he  reached  com- 
petent age  he  became  an  apprentice  in  the  confectionery  business  and 
followed  that  for  several  years.  In  1861  he  joined  Company  A, 
Twenty-second  regiment  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  with  which  he 
served  during  his  term  of  enlistment.  After  his  discharge,  Mr. 
Enderlin  spent  six  months  at  Indianapolis  and  then  went  south, 
where  he  followed  his  occupation  in  various  cities  and  states,  from 
Kentucky  to  South  Carolina.  While  at  Nashville  he  was  engaged 
in  the  three  days’  fight  between  Hood  and  Thomas.  In  the  latter 
part  of  1865  he  returned  to  Chillicothe,  where  he  worked  in  a bakery 
for  a year,  subsequently  spending  a year  each  in  Waverly  and  Jack- 
sin,  Ohio,  and  finally  settling  at  Chillicothe  in  the  grocery  business 
with  his  father.  In  1871,  he  lived  a couple  of  months  in  the 
Canadian  city  of  Montreal,  but  not  liking  the  prospects  returned  to 
the  United  States  and  spent  the  subsequent  eight  years  at  Oil  City, 
Pa.  Coming  back  to  Chillicothe  in  1879  he  has  since  made  his 
home  in  that  city,  engaged  in  various  occupations.  In  1885,  Mr. 
Enderlin  was  elected  city  marshal  of  Chillicothe.  He  served  one 
term  in  that  office,  and  was  also  a member  of  the  sanitary  police 
force  for  three  years.  April  7,  1902,  he  was  elected  trustee  of 
Scioto  township  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  receiving  a majority  of 
283.  He  was  married  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  1865,  to  Jane  Butler 
of  that  city,  and  of  their  six  children  five  are  living:  John,  of 

Chillicothe;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Tannehill,  of  Pittsburg;  Lizzie, 
wife  of  James  Shears,  of  Chillicothe;  Ellen,  married  Edward 
Eddinger,  of  Chillicothe,  and  died  October  22,  1S98 ; Richard  and 
Barbara,  residents  of  Pittsburg.  Mr.  Enderlin  is  a member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Hezekiah  England,  for  many  years  a farmer  of  Huntington  town- 
ship, is  one  of  the  little  army  of  civil  war  veterans  who  did  so  much 
for  Ross  county’s  glory  in  the  days  of  the  country’s  need.  He  was 
born  in  Hocking  county,  Ohio,  November  15,  1835 ; in  childhood 
lost  both  of  his  parents  by  death,  and  when  about  twelve  years  of 
age  came  to  Ross  county  to  live  with  uncles  in  Huntington  township. 
September  8,  1859,  he  was  married  to  Deborah  Cockerell  and 
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shortly  after  “set  up  housekeeping”  on  a small  farm,  by  the  cultiva- 
tion of  which  he  was  making  a living  and  doing  fairly  well  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  civil  war.  August  13,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a private 
in  Company  G,  Eighty-ninth  regiment  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
which  served  for  awhile  in  West  Virginia  and  shortly  after  the  battle 
of  Stone  river  w'as  sent  to  re-enforce  General  Rosecrans  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  where  it  arrived  February  7,  1863.  From  there  it  moved  to 
Carthage,  and  shortly  after  joined  Rosecrans’  main  army  at  Mur- 
freesboro. It  next  joined  in  the  movement  against  Bragg,  at  Tulla- 
homa,  and  entered  its  first  battle  at  Hoover’s  Gap,  where  it  had  a 
taste  of  war  at  its  worst.  At  Chickamauga  the  Eighty-ninth  was  in 
the  hottest  of  the  fight  and  suffered  severely  in  killed,  wounded  and 
prisoners.  During  that  fearful  engagement,  Mr.  England  was  struck 
in  the  left  ankle  by  a minie  ball  and  received  a wound  which  com- 
pletely disabled  him,  in  addition  to  which  he  was  struck  four  times 
by  balls  which  fortunately  were  spent.  He  lay  on  this  field  of 
carnage,  surrounded  by  all  its  ghastly  horrors,  for  eight  days  before 
he  received  medical  attention.  He  was  first  spent  to  the  hospital  at 
Bridgeport,  Tenn.,  and  subsequently  to  Nashville,  from  which  place 
he  was  furloughed  home  on  sick  leave.  After  a rest  from  November 
until  March,  he  went  to  Camp  Dennison,  where  he  was  operated  on, 
'vas  discharged  from  the  service  on  account  of 
disability,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  continuous! v at  his  home 
m Ross  county.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had,  nine  children,  of 
whom  the  living  are  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Edgington  Jr  • 
Delilah,  wife  of  Charles  Bruff,  and  Peter.  The  mother  died  in 
1889,  and  on  October  20,  1900,  Mr.  England  married  Elizabeth, 
widow  of  Paul  Hammond,  and  daughter  of  William  Wendell. 

John  England  stock-dealer  and  general  farmer  in  Scioto  town- 
ship, is  also  one  of  the  successful  fruitgrowers  of  Ross  county,  where 
he  has  long  been  known  in  horticultural  circles.  His  grandfather 
and  namesake  came  to  the  county  early  in  the  nineteenth  century, 

u f?  V7’  wjth  a11  his  wrldly  goods  tied  up  in  a 

' wndkerd b?f*  yBefore  his  death,  however,  this  poor  immi- 
grant had  accumulated  several  hundred  acres  of  land  and  consider- 
aWe  town  property.  The  names  of  his  children  are  thus  given  in 
the_^  family  register:  Milo,  Jesse,  George,  Lorenzo,  Eliza  Manda 
and  Sydney.  Both  himself  and  wife  died  when  seventymbe  years 
old  and  were  interred  on  the  same  farm  where  they  settled  oi/ first 

TJlSlion  r T iPo  WenZ°’ the  fifth  Aeir  children  was  born 

Se^^”a^etobehT  " tobTtnS^fn 

,>ears  one  of  the  best  informed  men  in  the  township.  Though 
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his  main  business  was  that  of  farming  he  had  other  interests,  being 
one  of  the  owners  of  the  old  Schlegle  & England  toll  pikes,  and  for 
a short  time  also  he  conducted  a brickyard.  He  married  Sarah 
Darby,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  named  children:  A.  Warner, 
Alice  and  Demetrius,  deceased ; John,  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
Thomas  J.,  of  Madison  county;  Scioto,  deceased;  James  L.,  of 
Missouri;  Effie,  Emma  and  Ella,  deceased.  The  father  died  in  1871 
and  his  widow  resides  on  the  old  home  place  in  a commodious  brick 
house  which  was  erected  by  her  sons  for  her  comfort.  John  England, 
fourth  of  the  children,  was  bom  in  Ross  county,  O.,  March  2,  1849, 
on  the  Scioto  township  farm  where  he  now  resides.  July  4,  1872, 
he  was  married  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  Esterly, 
of  Chillicothe,  and  after  two  years’  residence  in  that  city  they 
removed  to  Columbus,  O.  He  was  a practical  brickmaker  by  trade 
and  during  his  stay  of  about  eighteen  months  at  the  Ohio  capital  he 
was  employed  in  his  regular  line  of  work.  In  due  time  he  returned 
to  his  estate  in  Ross  county  and  took  up  his  abode  in  an  old  log 
cabin  which,  however,  he  replaced  some  years  later  with  a modem 
dwelling,  up-to-date  in  all  its  finishings  and  equipments.  Mr. 
England  is  both  a practical  and  progressive  farmer,  believing  in 
having  the  best  that  is  going  and  in  keeping  abreast  of  the  times  in 
all  respects.  He  raises  fruit  on  an  extensive  scale,  having  an  orchard 
covering  10  acres  containing  the  larger  varieties  and  four  acres 
devoted  exclusively  to  small  fruits.  lie  is  an  authority  in  this  line, 
being  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  informed  of  the  county’s  horti- 
culturists. Mr.  England  has  held  the  position  of  road  supervisor 
for  sixteen  years  and  was  formerly  a member  of  the  school  board. 
Of  his  four  children,  Dorothy  and  Emma  have  passed  away,  Katie 
€.  is  at  home,  and  Thomas  T.  is  living  in  Scioto  township. 

General  John  Clay  Entrekin  was  bom  near  Kingston,  in  Ross 
county,  February  11*  1844.  His  father,  John  Entrekin,  was  bom 
April  8,  1809,  at  Kinnickinnick,  in  Green  township,  Ross  county. 
He  was  a member  of  the  first  hoard  of  infirmary  directors  of  the 
county,  was  also  captain  of  a militia  company  and  served  in  a Home 
Guard  company  in  Pettis  county,  Mo.,  in  the  civil  war.  His  parents 
were  Col.  John  and  Xancy  (Crouse)  Entrekin.  Col.  John  Entre- 
kin, the  grandfather  of  John  C.  Entrekin,  was  born  on  the  “Hall 
farm”  on  Willoughly  run  on  the  Cash  town  road,  afterward  famous 
as  the  place  where  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  began,  in  Adams  county, 
Pa.  He  commanded  a company  of  cavalry  in  the  war  of  1812  and 
served  for  twenty  years  as  an  officer  of  the  Ohio  militia,  becoming 
a colonel  of  the  Second  regiment.  He  was  at  the  time  of  his  death 
an  associate  judge  of  the  Pickaway  county  court  of  common  pleas, 
having  removed  to  Pickaway  county  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life. 
He  served  as  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  Ross 
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county  in  1819  and  1820.  His  father,  William  Entrekin,  married 
Elizabeth  Hall  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  with  his  family  afterward 
removed  to  Huntington  county,  Pa.,  and  afterward,  in  the  spring 
of  1798,  to  Ross  county,  Ohio,  to  what  is  now  Hopetown,  where  in 
1800  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  died  and  was  buried  on  a hill  a short 
distance  east  of  the  residence  of  John  Umstead.  At  that  time  all 
the  county  north  from  Chillicothe  to  the  lakes  was  a vast  wilderness 
inhabited  by  Indians  alone.  William  Entrekin’s  parents  were 
Scotch  covenanters  who  emigrated  from  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland, 
in  consequence  of  religious  persecutions,  to  Xorth  Ireland,  and  from 
there  to  Pennsylvania.  They  had  formerly  lived  on  the  “Entrekin 
water,  a branch  of  the  Aith  river  near  the  pass  in  the  mountains 
known  as  “Entrekin  pass,”  a description  of  which  is  contained  in 
Crockett’s  “Men  of  the  Mosshaigs.”  John  C.  Entrekin’s  grand- 
mother on  his  father’s  side  was  Xancv,  the  oldest  daughter  of  John 
Crouse,  who  came  from  Maryland  to  Xorth  Carolina  shortly  after 
the  Revolution  and  emigrated  from  there  in  1798  to  Kinnickinnick, 
Ross  county,  where  he  operated  a mill  for  many  years.  He  served 
as  a private  in  Capt.  Jacob  Good’s  company  of  Col.  Charles  G. 
Griffith’s  regiment,  in  Gen.  Reazin  Beall’s  division  of  troops  known 
as  The  Maryland  Flying  Camp  in  the  American  Revolution,” 
from  June  1 to  December  1,  1776,  and  was  in  the  campaign  in 
which  the  British  captured  Xew  York  City.  The  mother  of  John 
C.  Entrekin  was  Frances  Moore  Entrekin,  who  was  bom  on  Black 
Water,  Green  township,  Ross  county,  May  20,  1812.  Her  parents 
were  Joseph  and  Hannah  Davis  Moore,  who  came  to  Ross  county 
m 1809  from  the  western  part  of  Huntington  county,  Pa.  Joseph 
Moore  was  of  Scotch  ancestry.  For  many  years  he  kept  on  the 
mam  road  leading  north  from  Chillicothe  to  Columbus  the  “Rising 

$"VTrn’  aUcl  tlle  hfmor  of  entertaining  Henry  Clay,  Gen. 
M . S.  Scott,  the  Siamese  Twins  and  many  other  public  people. 
Jtle  served  as  a quartermaster  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  his 
brother  Samuel  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  western  Pennsylvania 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  wife,  Hannah  Davis,  'was  of 
Welsh  descent  mid  was  claimed  to  he  of  the  same  family  in  Penn- 
sylvania as  the  mother  of  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant  and  Jefferson  Davis, 
many  of  the  connection  residing  near  Philadelphia 

eniS  (f  E"trekin  on  4l,P,8t  12th-  1862>  the  age  of  eighteen, 
T?  w d Awee  CrTS  ln  ComPany  A of  the  One  Hundred  and 

Fourteenth  Ohio  lolunteer  Hifintry-,  and  was  with  his  regiment 
the  entire  time.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Chickasaw  Bavou,  Arkan- 
sas  Post,  siege  of  \ icksburg,  Graham’s  Plantation,  Yellow  Bavou 
and  the  siep  at  Fort  Blakely,  Ala.  He  very  nearly  escaped  honor- 
able  wounds,  but  on  the  9th  of  April,  1865,  the  very  kst  day  of 
the  war,  lie  was  wounded  twice  at  Fart  Blakely,  and  was,  in  con- 
sequence, honorably  discharged  at  Xew  Orleans  June  8th  1865 
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After  his  return  to  his  home,  he  entered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  uni- 
versity, and  graduated  in  the  classical  course  in  1867.  For  two 
years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching,  and  from  1869  to  1870  he  was 
professor  of  mathematics  in  the  Central  Wesleyan  college  of  War- 
ronton,  Mo.  During  that  time  he  read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  the  circuit  court  of  Warren  county,  Mo.,  in  January,  1870. 
Directly  after,  he  returned  to  Chillicothe,  and  in  September  of 
that  year  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ross  county.  He  began  the 
practice  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  T.  A.  Minshall,  afterward  of 
the  supreme  bench,  and  remained  there  three  years,  in  which  time 
he  built  up  a good  business.  He  has  since  practiced  successfully 
and  has  teen  connected  with  much  of  the  important  litigation 
which  has  been  conducted  in  the  courts  in  his  parts  of  the  State. 
He  has  a keen,  analytical  mind,  a comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
science  of  jurisprudence  and  never  loses  sight  of  any  point  of 
vantage  ground  which  may  advance  the  interests  of  his  clients. 
He  has  always  taken  a great  interest  in  political  affairs.  Even  as 
a boy  he  was  active  in  the  Fremont-Davton  campaign,  and  when 
he  attained  his  majority,  he  allied  himself  with  the  Republican 
party  and  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864,  while  stationed  at 
Morgan’s  Bend,  Louisiana.  In  January,  1872,  he  was  appointed 
city  solicitor  of  Chillicothe  to  fill  a vacancy,  and  he  was  elected  to 
the  same  office  in  1872  and  re-elected  in  1874  and  1876.  He  was 
a candidate  for  prosecuting  attorney  of  Ross  county  in  1872  before 
the  people,  but  was  defeated  by  60  votes,  although  he  ran  200 
ahead  of  his  ticket  In  1875  he  was  elected  to  represent  Ross 
county  in  the  house  of  representatives,  to  serve  two  years.  He  was 
a candidate  for  re-election  in  1879,  but  was  defeated  by  a small 
majority  bv  Hon.  Wm.  II.  Reed,  a very  popular  Democrat.  A 
month  later,  Senator  Allison  Brown  died,  and  Mr.  Entrekin  was 
nominated  as  his  successor  in  the  sixth  senatorial  district  and  was 
elected  by  1,500  majority  over  Hon.  Milton  McCoy.  He  served 
two  years.  In  1885  lie  was  again  a candidate  for  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives and  elected  by  500  majority  over  Dr.  Nathaniel  Potter. 
During  this  term  he  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  house.  While  in 
the  legislature  he  voted  twice  for  John  Sherman  for  United  States 
senator  and  for  James  A.  Garfield  and  Stanley  Matthews  for  the 
same  office.  He  was  twice  a candidate  for  nomination  for  con- 
gressman in  this  district,  but  was  defeated.  His  service  in  the 
various  official  positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  has  been 
marked  by  patriotic  devotion  to  duty  and  a fidelity  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  people  whom  he  represented,  and  as  one  of  the  law 
makers  of  Ohio  he  lias  terne  a conspicuous  and  honorable  part 
He  enlisted-in  the  Ohio  state  militia  on  June  8,  1873,  as  a private 
in  Company  A,  but  was  at  once  elected  lieutenant  of  the  company, 
after  which  he  was  elected  and  commissioned  captain.  On  J une 
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21,  1876,  he  was  elected  colonel  of  the  sixth  regiment,  Ohio 
National  Guards,  to  which  position  he  was  three  times  re-elected, 
serving  in  all  fourteen  years.  During  this  time  he  performed  the 
most  arduous  and  important  service  for  the  state,  as  in  1878,  the 
time  of  the  great  railroad  strike  at  Newark,  Ohio,  when  the  mili- 
tary aid  was  invoked  to  cpiell  the  riotous  men.  He  was  called  on 
to  defend  the  city  building  and  the  Music  hall  in  Cincinnati  at 
the  time  of  the  riot  when  the  court-house  was  destroyed-  in  April, 
1884.  He  had  his  regiment  on  the  field  within  ten  hours  after 
notification  of  the  trouble  had  been  received.  He  was  also  in  com- 
mand of  his  regiment  at  the  time  of  the  strikes  in  the  Hocking  val- 
ley coal  regions  and  in  Jackson  county.  As  commander  of  the 
sixth  regiment,  Ohio  National  Guards,  Colonel  Entrekin  was  a 
prominent  factor  in  suppressing  the  disturbance.  In  command- 
ing his  troops,  he  displayed  firmness,  tempered  by  justice,  power, 
limited  by  discretion,  and  military  force  was  used  only  to  protect 
life  and  property.  His  course  commanded  the  respect  of  his 
troops  and  the  admiration  of  all,  and  increased  the  confidence  of 
the  public  in  the  military  forces  of  the  country.  In  1892,  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  McKinley  to  the  position  of  judge  advocate 
general  on  his  staff,  and  re-appointed  in  January,  1894.  He  is 
now  on  the  retired  list  of  military  officers  of  Ohio  with  rank  of 
brigadier-general.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Foraker  in 
November,  1889,  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  the  Central 
state  asylum  for  the  insane,  at  Columbus,  and  served  two  months, 
but  the  senate  refused  to  confirm  any  of  Governor  Foraker’s 
appointments,  and  his  successor  was  appointed  by  Governor  Camp- 
bell. In  the  councils  of  his  party,  General  Entrekin  has  been  very 
prominent  and  his  opinions  have  been  received  with  much  respect 
and  consideration.  He  served  two  years  on  the  Republican  state 
central  committee,  1882-83,  and  has  served  annually  as  a delegate 
co  the  county,  district  and  state  conventions,  while  for  twenty  years 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  Ross  county  executive  committee.  In 
1892,  he  was  elected  a delegate  from  the  Eleventh  congressional 
district  to  the  national  convention  at  Minneapolis,  and  cast  his  vote 
for  William  McKinley,  as  did  all  the  other  delegates;  and  he  was 
chairman  of  the  congressional  convention  at  Athens,  which  nom- 
inated the  delegates  to  represent  his  district  in  the  Republican 
national  convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1896.  He  was  an  active  "worker 
for  his  party  during  the  last  presidential  campaign  and  delivered 
many  addresses  in  support  of  the  dominant  measures  of  the  tariff 
and  sound  money.  He  is  a logical,  fluent  and  forceful  speaker,  and 
his  addresses  leave  a lasting  impression  upon  his  auditors.  He 
served  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  in.  the  Repub- 
lican state  convention  at  Toledo,  in  June,  1897.  He  was  appointed 
collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  Eleventh  district  of  Ohio,  by 
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President  McKinley,  in  July,  1897,  and  is  still  the  incumbent  of 
that  position.  He  is  a Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow  and  has  passed 
all  the  chairs  of  both  lodges ; is  a member  of  the  Elks,  and  an  hon- 
ored comrade  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  General 
Entrekin  was  married  July  15,  1875,  at  Ckillicothe,  to  Mary  F. 
Bethauser.  They  have  two  children,  Helen  G.,  and  John  C.,  jr., 
both  grown.  John  C.,  jr.,  is  now  deputy  collector  under  his  father 
in  this  district. 

Charles  Z.  Erdmann,  merchant  tailor,  of  Ohillicothe,  was  horn 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  27,  1860.  His  father,  Zachariah 
Erdmann,  is  a native  of  Germany  who  came  to  America  in  early 
manhood  and  worked  at  his  trade  as  tailor’s  cutter,  first  in  New 
York  city  and  later  in  Cincinnati.  He  remained  in  the  latter  city 
until  1868,  when  he  removed  to  Chillicothe  and  engaged  in  mer- 
chant tailoring  in  partnership  with  Martin  Maule.  The  connec- 
tion lasted  only  one  year,  after  which  Mr.  Erdmann  continued  the 
business  alone  for  many  years.  In  1886,  his  son  Charles  Z.  was 
taken  into  full  partnership  by  his  father  and  Z.  Erdmann  & Son 
has  been  the  title  of  the  firm  ever  since.  The  business  house  is 
located  at  No.  12  W.  Second  street,  where  they  have  a full  line 
of  seasonable  goods  and  give  employment  to  about  thirty-five  peo- 
ple. This  is  the  largest  and  most  popular  merchant  tailoring 
establishment  in  the  city  of  Chillicothe.  While  living  in  New 
York  city,  Zachariah  Erdmann  was  married  to  Maria  Lippert,  also 
a native  of  Germany.  They  had  a family  of  ten  children,  nine  of 
whom  are  still  living.  Of  these,  Bertha  is  now  married  to  Adam 
Falter,  a farmer  of  Ross  county;  Katharine  Elizabeth,  unmarried, 
is  her  father’s  housekeeper;  the  third  child  in  order  of  birth  is 
Charles  Z.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; John  F.  is  a physician  and 
surgeon  of  New  York  city,  married  to  Georgia  Therese  Wright  of 
Providence,  R.  I. ; Frederick  married  Cordia  Lee  Klinkinbeard,  of 
Winchester,  Ky.,  and  is  cutter  for  a merchant  tailoring  house  in 
St,  Louis;  Frank  Richard  married  Myrtle  Hill,  of  Chillicothe,  and 
is  employed  as  cutter  for  Z.  Erdmann  & Son ; Gustavus  Adolphus  is 
a traveling  salesman  for  E.  R.  Hawkins  & Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  liv- 
ing at  St,  Louis  and  unmarried;  Edward  is  a stockholder  in  and 
secretary  of  the  C.  L.  Bailey  Grocery  company  at  Marietta,  O., 
and  William  is  employed  at  Cleveland  as  draughtsman  for  the  Gary 
Iron  and  Steel  company.  Charles  Z.  Erdmann  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Chillicothe,  learned  the  tailor’s  trade  under 
his  father’s  directions  and  took  special  instructions  in  Cincinnati 
in  the  art  of  cutting.  He  has  always  been  employed  in  his  father’s 
business  and  since  1886,  as  previously  stated,  has  been  a full  part- 
ner in  the  firm.  January  12,  1898,  Mr.  Erdmann  was  married  to 
Carrie,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Helena  Sulzbacher,  of  Chillicothe. 
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They  have  two  children,  Helena  Maria  and  Elizabeth  May.  Mr. 
Erdmann  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Blue  lodge,  chap- 
ter, council  and  temple,  and  the  Mystic  Shrine  of  Columbus.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  United 
Commercial  Travelers'  association.  The  family  are  attendants  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  church. 


Frank  P.  Ervin  is  a native  of  Buckskin  township,  Ross  county, 
where  he  now  resides  and  has  spent  all  his  life.  His  father,  Peachy 
Ervin,  was  born  in  Augusta  county,  Va.,  and  came  to  Highland 
county,  O.,  in  1831,  when  only  ten  years  of  age.  In  1846  he 
removed  to  Ross  county  and  settled  in  Buckskin  township,  two 
years  afterwards  locating  on  the  homestead  where  his  son  Frank 
now  makes  his  home.  November  10,  1842,  he  married  Nancy 
Lyle,  whose  father  came  from  Virginia  to  Highland  county  in 
1815,  and  by  her  had  three  children.  One  of  these  is  Rev.  Will- 
iam A.  Ervin,  pastor  of  the  Rockwood  (Tenn. ) Presbyterian 
church.  Another  son,  Rev.  J.  N.  Ervin,  is  pastor  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  at  Dayton  (Ky),  and  professor  in  the  Lane  seminary. 
Frank  P.  Ervin,  the  third  son  and  subject  of  this,  sketch,  was  born 
and  reared  on  the  old  homestead  where  he  now  lives,  his  education 
bemg  obtained  at  the  Salem  academy.  After  leaving  school  he 
took  charge  of  the  farm  business,  which  he  has  managed  with  suc- 
cess^  In  18*6,  Mr.  Ervin  was  married  to  Rusha  A.,  daughter  of 
J™er>  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Paint  town- 
ship The  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  Floyd  D., 
Charles  K,  Clyde  Harly,  and  Ruth.  Floyd  D.  Ervin,  the  oldest 
son,  is  a veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  war.  In  1898  on  the 
very  day  lie  was  graduated  from  Salem  academy,  he  enlisted  in 
mpany  o the  Fourth  Ohio  regiment.  This  command  went 
to  Camp  Thomas,  thence  by  way  of  Newport  News  to  Porto  Rico, 
being  four  days  on  the  water  ; took  part  in  the  subsequent  campaign 
i , ,i  8 an  ’ participated  m two  skirmishes  and  remained  there 
about  three  months.  They  returned  to  the  United  States  bv  wav 
of  Jersey  City  and  Washington,  being  received  bv  President 
JJ?’ given  a warm  handshake  by  that  great  and  good 
man.  Fiom  the  capital  the  troops  proceeded  to  Columbus  where 
ey  were  mustered  out  of  service  on  January  20,  1899  Shortly 
after  returning  from  the  war,  Floyd  Ervin  secured  a position  as 
traveling  salesman  for  a wholesale  grocery  firm  of  Dayton  O and 
has  retained  that  ever  since.  The  entire  family  are  membe’rs  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  Frank  P Ervin  W L \ °l 

the  board  of  trustees  of  the  church  at  ^ Y °l 
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of  the  township  trustees  and  since  then  he  has  been  twice  re- 
elected. He  has  been  a member  of  the  school  board  for  sixteen 
years  and  is  president  of  the  board  of  education  of  Buckskin  town- 
ship. He  is  a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  his  son  Floyd 
belongs  to  the  orders  of  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Redmen. 

Isaac  Stuart  Evans,  late  a resident  of  Buckskin  township,  was  one 
of  the  representative  farmers  of  Ross  county,  as  well  as  a most 
estimable  citizen  in  every  respect.  He  was  the  only  son  by  the  third 
marriage  of  Isaac  Evans,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  the  county  and 
long  identified  with  its  agricultural  interests;  was  bom  and  bred 
in  Buckskin  township  and  educated  at  the  old  Salem  academy,  and 
married  Emma  Parrett,  member  of  an  old  family  of  highly  honor- 
able lineage,  daughter  of  Henry  and  grand-daugliter  of  Frederick 
Parrett,  the  latter  a native  of  'Virginia  who  came  to  Ross  county  in 
1806.  The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Evans  emigrated  from  Switz- 
erland to  Virginia  in  1730.  Her  father,  Henry  Parrett,  was  twice 
married,  the  second  wife  being  Lydia  Ann,  daughter  of  Peter  Stout, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Fayette  county,  and  also  great-grand- 
daughter of  John  Ever,  who  came  to  America  with  William  Penn. 
The  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Evans  were  connected  with  the  early  settle- 
ment of  the  colonies  and  afterwards  bore  their  full  share  of  the  dan- 
gers and  privations  incident  to  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Stuart.  Evans  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  three  children,  whose  names  are  Anna  Jean,  Dean  Peoples  and 
Mary  Cornelia.  Mr.  Evans  died  in  181)0,  much  lamented  by  a wide 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  He  was  a man  of  much  force 
of  character  and  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  of  Ross 
county’s  citizens.  He  stood  at  the  front  as  a stock-raiser  and  all- 
around  farmer,  being  up-to-date  in  his  methods  and  quick  to  avail 
himself  of  the  latest  improvements.  For  eleven  years  he  was  an 
elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Greenfield,  and  his  widow  is  a 
devout  worshipper  in  the  same  congregation. 

James  M.  Evans,  M.  D.,  of  Clarksburg,  has  been  a practicing 
physician  in  that  locality  over  fifty  years  and  has  presided  at  the 
birth  of  more  than  two  thousand  Ross  county  citizens.  Ilis  residence 
embraces  a period  of  over  three-quarters  of  a century,  during  which 
time  he  has  been  in  touch  with  all  the  movements  which  made  for 
the  county’s  growth  and  development.  The  doctor’s  ancestors  were 
Pennsylvanians.  Grandparents  Richard  and  Mary  Evans  first 
located  in  Kentucky,  but  later  concluding  that  the  Scioto  valley 
offered  exceptional  opportunities  for  settlers  they  removed  with  their 
household  goods  to  Highland  county,  O.,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  death.  About  the  same  time  that  Richard  Evans  arrived,  his 
11-30 
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father,  with  three  other  sons,  also  came  into  Highland  county  and 
bought  a large  tract  of  land  on  Clear  creek.  Richard  and  Mary 
Evans  had  several  children  and  among  the  number  a son  named 
Isaac.  In  due  course  he  married  Jane  Morton,  of  Ross  county,  and 
went  to  farming  on  part  of  the  family  estate.  In  1826,  they  removed 
to  Ross  county  and  settled  near  South  Salem  where  they  reared  their 
children  and  eventually  found  their  graves.  Isaac  Evans  was  one 
of  the  promoters  and  principal  contributors  to  the  South  Salem 
academy,  which  afterward  became  such  a popular  institution  of 
learning.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
dead  except  Dr.  James  M.  Evans.  The  second  wife  of  Isaac  Evans 
was  Mary  Wallace,  whose  six  children  are  all  dead  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Richard  S.,  who  lives  at  Hillsboro,  O.  By  a third  marriage 
with  Jane  Pepples,  Isaac  Evans  had  two  children,  Angelina  and 
Isaac  S.,  who  also  have  passed  away.  This  patriarchal  citizen,  with 
such  a numerous  household,  was  noted  throughout  life  as  a church 
worker,  being  a Presbyterian  elder  and  for  twenty-five  years  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  School.  He  was  also  a.  life-long  friend  of 
education,  contributing  liberally  of  his  means  in  that  behalf,  and 
retaining  his  interest  in  all  good  causes  until  his  death  in  1875. 
James  M.  Evans  was  born  in  Highland  county,  O.,  February  26, 
1824,  and  was  deprived  of  a mother  s care  at  a very  early  age.  He 
had  the  benefit  of  a good  education  at  the  South  Salem  academy  and 
later  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Israel  Evans  at  Rising  Sun,  Jnd. 
This  was  followed  by  a course  of  lectures  at  the  Cleveland  Medical 
college,  after  which  he  spent  a year  as  assistant  to  his  brother  in 
Clarksburg.  Later  he  matriculated  at.  Starling  Medical  college  in 
Columbus,  and  there  obtained  his  coveted  diploma  in  1850.  In  the 
same  year  Dr.  Evans  began  practice  at  Clarksburg,  in  Deerfield 
township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  keeps  up  to  date  in  his  pro- 
fession, not  being  afraid  to  adopt  new  methods  of  treatment  if 
approved  by  his  judgment,  and  congratulates  himself  on  being  very 
successful  with  numerous  cases  of  pneumonia  by  application  of  mod- 
ern remedies.  The  doctor  has  always  been  a religious  man  and  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  since  he  was  sixteen  years  old. 
May  25,  1852,  he  married  Emily  P.  Yates,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children:  Mary  E.,  John  T.,  Channing  and  an  infant  deceased. 
The  mother  died  in  1860,  and  April  17,  1861,  Dr.  Evans  married 
Eliza  J.  Caldwell,  whose  children  were  James  E.,  Orin  Chester, 
Eldora  C.  and  Edwin  C.  The  second  wife  dying,  the  doctor’s  third 
alliance  was  with  Mrs.  Mary  Brown,  widow  of  R.  P.  Brow,  whose 
death  occurred  several  years  after  marriage. 

George  Farabee,  of  Gillespieville,  was  bora  in  Liberty  township, 
Ross  county,  Ohio,  on  April  27,  1856.  His  parents  were  Dr. 
Thomas  and  Sophia  (Dresbach)  Farabee.  The  father  came  from 
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Pennsylvania  and  lived  in  Ross  county  until  his  death.  George 
Farabee  was  reared  in  Ross  county  and  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
October  20,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Rachael,  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah W*  Drummond.  The  latter  was  born  in  Ross  county  in  1830, 
being  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Maiy  (Cox)  Drummond,  and  died  in 
1900.  He  married  Rachael  W.  Ratcliff,  daughter  of  Simon  and 
Rachael  (Dixon)  Ratcliff,  and  had  eight  children,  of  whom  four  are 
living.  These  are  Stella,  wife  of  Samuel  Du  Bois,  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, Ross  county;  Smiley,  of  Circleville;  Walton,  of  Liberty  town- 
ship; and  Rachael,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Farabee.  Mrs. 
Farabee  was  reared  bv  her  aunt,  Ruth  Ratcliff,  who  was  born  in  that 
portion  of  Ross  which  is  now  Vinton  county,  Ohio,  in  1826,  and  died 
on  July  16,  1892.  Mr.  Farabee  and  wife  have  two  children,  Paul- 
ine E.,  bom  December  21,  1898 ; and  Ruth  R.,  bom  September  3, 
1900.  Mr.  Farabee  has  held  the  office  of  trustee  of  Liberty  town- 
ship. 

George  W.  Farlow,  veteran  of  the  civil  war  and  retired  farmer 
residing  at  Clarksburg,  can  look  back  over  a life  well  spent  both  in 
the  cause  of  his  country  and  his  county.  His  ancestors  were  long 
settled  in  Delaware,  from  which  state  his  grandparents,  Archy  and 
Sarah  (Brown)  Farlow,  came  in  1815  to  add  their  strength  and 
resources  to  the  pioneer  forces  which  were  rapidly  filling  Ross 
county.  They  settled  on  - a farm  two  miles  west  of  Clarksburg, 
which  the  husband  had  bought  some  time  previously,  but  he  died 
within  a month  or  two  after  reaching  the  county.  His  widow,  how- 
ever, continued  to  live  on  this  place  until  she  also  died,  leaving  five 
children,  all  of  whom  have  since  departed  this  life — Benjamin, 
Abigail,  Mary,  George  and  Marion.  Benjamin,  the  eldest,  remained 
at  home  until  his  marriage  to  Margaret  Dennis,  of  Ross  county, 
with  whom  he  lived  several  years  on  the  old  home  place,  and  wrho 
became  the  mother  of  two  children,  George  W.  and  Jane,  the  latter 
marrying  John  Timmons  of  Missouri  and  subsequently  dying.  Mrs. 
Farlow  died  in  August,  1839,  and  her  husband  took  a second  wife 
in  the  person  of  Sophia  Adams,  with  whom  he  lived  on  the  home 
place  until  1850,  when  he  moved  to  a farm  in  the  same  township 
which  he  had  recently  purchased.  The  children  by  this  second  mah 
riage  were  William  R.,  of  Indiana;  Sarah  A.,  of  Illinois;  Win- 
gate T.,  of  Indiana ; and  Irvin,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother 
died  in  1853  and  the  father’s  third  marriage  was  to  Elizabeth  God- 
frey, shortly  after  which  event  he  removed  to  Illinois,  spent  a couple 
of  years  in  that  state  and  returned  to  Ross  county,  where  he  died  in 
1877,  his  widow  still  occupying  the  old  homestead.  Benjamin  Far- 
low  spent  his  whole  life  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  George  W.,  only  son 
of  Benjamin  and  Margaret  (Dennis)  Farlow,  was  bom  in  Deerfield 
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township,  Ross  county,  July  19,  1839,  and  sixteen  days  afterward  he 
lost  his  mother  by  death.  The  infant,  thus  bereft  of  a mother’s  care, 
was  taken  in  charge  by  his  grandmother  Farlow,  who  reared  him 
with  tender  solicitude  until  he  reached  manhood’s  full  estate.*  About 
that  time,  the  civil  war  was  in  progress,  and  young  Farlow  became  a 
soldier  of  the  Union  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth 
Ohio  regiment  of  infantry,  which  was  drilled  at  Marietta  and  sent 
to  Memphis,  Tenn.  There  the  command  was  attached  to  the  Thir- 
teenth army  corps,  with  which  it  went  to  Vicksburg,  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Chickasaw  Bluffs  and  later  in  a severe  engagement  at 
Arkansas  Post.  Later  they  moved  to  the  rear  of  Vicksburg,  about 
Thompson’s  Hill  and  Black  river,  until  a union  was  effected  with 
Sherman’s  forces,  incidental  to  which  movements  were  many  severe 
skirmishes  and  minor  engagements.  Mr.  Farlow  afterward  went 
with  his  regiment  to  Louisiana  and  up  the  Red  river,  coming  back 
from  this  expedition  to  Mississippi  for  a prolonged  stay  and  then  on 
to  Pensacola  and  Mobile.  After  a nine  days’  siege  at  the  latter  city, 
the  command  was  sent  to  Texas  and  mustered  out.  Finally  reach- 
ing home  by  way  of  Columbus,  Mr.  Farlow  engaged  in  fanning  until 
1869,  when  he  married  Elizabeth  E.  Howser  and  lived  at  the  old 
home  *place  until  a year  ago,  when  they  removed  to  Clarksburg. 
There  Mr.  Farlow  is  living  a quiet  and  retired  life  after  many  years 
of  work  as  a fanner  and  stockraiser.  He  has  two  children,  Archy  M. 
and  Margaret;  the  former  living  at  Barlow,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  at 
home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farlow  and  Miss  Margaret  are  attendants  at 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Farlow’s  brother,  William  R. 
Farlow,  has  a very  creditable  military  record,  which  deserves  men- 
tion in  any  history'  of  Ross  county.  Born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Deerfield  township,  March  10,  1843,  he  was  only  eighteen  years  old 
when  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Seventy-third  regiment  Ohio  infan- 
try, with  which  he  served  gallantly  in  the  engagements  in  Virginia, 
including  Bull  Run.  At  that  battle  he  was  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
oner, but  was  subsequently  paroled  and  came  home  by  way  of  the 
national  capital.  In  May,  1S64,  he  organized  a company  for  the 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  Ohio  regiment,  of  which  .lie  was 
elected  captain,  and  served  for  three  months,  being  mustered  out  at 
Columbus.  After  returning  home,  Captain  Farlow  married  Mollie 
McCruin,  with  whom  he  settled  on  a farm  in  Deerfield  township  and 
after  two  years  went  to  Indiana  where  he  now  resides. 

John  T.  Fenton,  member  of  the  firm  of  Fenton  & Bonner,  under- 
takers, of  Ckillicotlie,  is  a native  of  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  born  Octo- 
ber 25,  1849.  His  parents  were  James  and  Mary  (Bowman) 
Fenton,  the  former  born  in  Virginia  in  1800  and  the  latter  in  Clarke 
county,  Ind.,  in  1813.  The  father  was  owner  and  manager  of  an 
extensive  lumber  business,  with  planing  mill  and  other  attachments, 
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at  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  and  was  well-to-do.  He  died  in  1855,  his 
wife  surviving  until  her  eighty-first  year  and  dying  at  Louisiville, 
Ky.  Their  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  three  are  still  living.  These  are  James  Fenton,  of  Jefferson- 
ville, Ind. ; Mrs.  S.  B.  Glover,  of  Louisville,  Ky. ; and  John  T.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  deceased  members  of  the  family  were 
Mrs.  Mattie  Phillips,  who  died  in  New  Albany,  Ind.,  and  Will- 
iam H.  Fenton,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  in  Elizabeth- 
town, Ky.  John  T.  Fenton  was  educated  at  Jeffersonville  and  New 
Albany,  Ind.  During  the  civil  war  he  sold  newspapers  at  Jefferson- 
ville, some  of  his  customers  being  soldiers  in  the  hospitals  at  that 
point.  He  spent  five  years  in  railroading,  with  headquarters  at 
Lafayette,  Ind.  In  1873,  he  came  to  Chillicothe,  where  he  entered 
the  employment  of  the  Marietta  & Cincinnati,  now  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Southwestern  railway.  He  remained  with  this  company  for 
twenty-five  years,  during  most  of  the  time  as  locomotive  engineer 
and  the  other  seven  years  as  supervisor  of  trains  and  engines.  At 
length  failing  health  compelled  his  retirement  from  this  arduous 
service,  and  in  June,  1899,  he  formed  a partnership  with  W.  K. 
Lowry  in  the  undertaking  business.  In  June,  1901,  this  firm  was 
dissolved,  and  on  August  1st  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Fenton  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Bonner,  which  still  continues.  Both  members 
of  the  firm  are  practical  embalmers,  Mr.  Fenton  being  a graduate  of 
the  Massachusetts  college  of  embalming.  In  1880,  Mr.  Fenton  was 
married  to  Ida  P.  Pinto,  a native  of  Boss  county.  They  have  an 
only  son,  Marshall  Glover,  a young  man  of  sixteen  who  is  a student 
in  the  Chillicothe  high  school  and  a member  of  the  cadet  corps  of 
that,  institution.  Mr.  Fenton  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers. 
In  Masonry  he  has  attained  the  rank  of  Knight  Templar.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  Chillicothe  board  of  elections  for  twelve  years 
and  was  recently  reappointed  to  serve  four  years  longer.  On  the 
creation  of  this  board,  the  governor  had  the  appointing  power,  and 
Mr.  Fenton  was  appointed  by  Governor  Foraker.  Since  then,  by  a 
change  in  the  law,  the  mayor  is  vested  with  the  power  to  make  these 
appointments.  In  politics,  Mr.  Fenton  is  a staunch  Kepublican, 
and  in  religion  his  inclinations  are  toward  Methodism,  though  at 
present  he  is  not  connected  with  any  church. 

Judson  O.  Ferneau,  a prosperous  farmer  of  the  South  Salem 
neighborhood  in  Ross  county,  comes  of  an  ancestry  whose  fountain 
source  wras  Holland  with  an  intermediate  stage  of  development  in 
old  Virginia  and  later  lodgment  in  Ohio.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
grandson  of  John  Ferneau,  the  latter  being  an  emigrant  from  the 
Netherlands  to  the  Old  Dominion  while  the  Revolutionary  war  was 
in  progress.  In  1812,  he  joined  the  tide  of  emigration  which  was 
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then  setting  strongly  toward  the  Ohio  valley  and  located  with  his 
family  in  Ross  county.  His  son,  Joseph  Ferneau,  married  Eliza- 
beth McCoy,  member  of  a family  long  and  favorably  known  in  Fay- 
ette county,  Ohio.  He  adopted  farming  as  his  Vocation  and  pursued 
it  steadily  until  his  death  in  1891.  His  only  child  was  Judson  O. 
Ferneau,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Buckskin  township  and  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools.  In  1893,  he  was  married  to  Anna, 
daughter  of  George  Wolfe,  a native  of  Germany.  Like  his  ancestors 
before  him,  Mr.  Ferneau  is  interested  in  tilling  the  soil,  his  line 
being  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  The  farm  owned  by  him 
near  South  Salem,  in  addition  to  its  agricultural  value,  possesses  an 
historic  interest  According  to  tradition  it  was  there  that  the  first 
sermon  was  preached  north  of  Marietta,  at  the  time  when  there  were 
no  churches  in  that  region  and  but  few  preachers,  even  of  the  itiner- 
ant class.  The  farm  of  Mr.  Ferneau  is  also  pointed  out  as  the  scene 
of  a famous  rencounter  which  took  place  in  the  long  ago  between  one 
Duncan  McCarty  and  certain  hostile  Indians  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact. 


Ferguson  Family: — James  and  Rachel  (Walker)  Ferguson,  with 
their  children  Margaret,  William,  James  and  Matthew,  came  from 
county  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1750,  and  settled  in  that  part  of  Hamil- 
ton township,  Cumberland  county,  which  is  now  in  the  bounds  ot 
Hamilton  and  St.  Thomas  townships,  Franklin  county,  to  the  west 
of  Chambersburg,  Pa.  James  Ferguson,  Sr.,  was  ensign  of  Capt. 
Joseph  Armstrong’s  company  of  rangers  in  active  sendee  on  the 
frontiers  of  Cumberland  county,  Pa.,  in  1755,  during  the  French- 
Indian  war.  He,  and  his  children,  attended  the  famous  Rocky 
-F^'psbyterian  church  near  Chambersburg  • he  died  in  October, 
1m  2.  Ilis  wife  died  in  1791,  and  the  same  year  their  children 
divided  his  land  in  Franklin  county.  The  children  are  now  to  be 
mentioned.  A daughter  Margaret  married  William  Dixon  in  1780, 

A11^  ”l  1784,  left  tW°  children’  Catharine  and  Rachel.  In 
1(82  Catharine  married  Humphrey  Fullerton,  in  Franklin  county, 
and  moved  to  Chillieothe,  O,  in  1804.  Her  mother,  Margaret,  fol- 
lowed her  to  Chillieothe  in  1805  with  her  daughter  Rachel,  who 
afterwards  married  Judge  William  Wilson  and  died  in  1860  in 
^ewark  O Margaret  lived  in  Chillieothe  at  the  northwest  corner 
o±  Paint  and  Fourth  streets,  where  she  died  in  1835,  and  is  buried  in 
Grandview  cemetery.  William,  son  of  James  Ferguson,  served  in 
tiie  Revolutionary  war,  married  Sarah  Liggett  in  1776,  moved  to 
Somerset  township,  Washington  county,  Pa.,  in  1796,  and  died  in 
Monongahela  City  m 1833,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  James  Fer- 
guson, Jr.,  mamed  Margery  Denny  in  Franklin  countv,  about 
dJ7d’  7as  ?ne.of  th*  of  the  county,  one  of  the  first  tmstees 

of  Rocky  Spring  Presbyterian  church,  and  dealt  largely  in  real 
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estate.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  moved  to  Chilli- 
eothe  in  October,  1798,  and  his  real  estate  transactions  in  Ross, 
Pickaway  and  Highland  counties  were  numerous  and  important. 
He  was  one  of  the  nine  justices  of  common  pleas  in  1798  in  Chilli- 
cothe;  headed  a petition  signed  by  the  five  trustees  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  in  Chillicothe,  addressed  to  the  territorial  legislature 
in  1801,  asking  permission  to  make  a lottery  to  erect  a house  of  wor- 
ship ; was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  Chillicothe  on  J anuary  4,  1802, 
and  one  of  the  six  members  of  its  first  “select  council.”  He  was  one 
of  the  early  merchants  of  Chillicothe  and  the  affairs  of  the  firm  of 
Ferguson  & McFarland,  composed  of  himself  and  William  McFar- 
land, husband  of  his  daughter  Margaret,  were  dissolved  and  wound 
up  by  the  latter  on  May  1,  1803.  He  died  on  September  11,  1806, 
and  his  remains  now  rest  in  the  McFarland  lot  in  Grandview  ceme- 
tery. He  left  a will  in  which  he  names  his  children : J ames ; 

Margaret,  wife  of  Wm.  McFarland,  she  died  in  Chillicothe,  Febru- 
ary 8,  1832 ; John ; Rachel,  wife  of  Judge  John  Thompson,  she  died 
in  Wilkinson  county,  Miss.,  October  20,  1853 ; and  Creaghead,  one 
of  Chillicothe’s  early  merchants,  who  died  of  yellow  fever  in  Hew 
Orleans  about  1820. 

Matthew,  another  son  of  James,  Sr.,  enlisted  in  Capt.  John  Will- 
iams' company  of  the  First  battalion  of  Cumberland  county  militia, 
Flying  camp,  Revolutionary  war,  in  1777 ; was  at  the  battles  of 
Brandywine  and  Germantown  and  afterwards  acquired  the  title  of 
captain.  He  was  a pewholder  and  member  of  Rocky  Spring  Pres* 
byterian  church,  married  Ann  Chesnut  in  1782  ; bought  land  in  Pax- 
ton township,  Ross  county,  east  of  Bainbridge,  on  June  21,  1802,  and 
early  in  1806  sold  his  farm  in  Pennsylvania,  and  with  his  wife  and 
eight  living  children  moved  to  Green  township,  settling  on  Black 
Water  creek,  about  one  mile  west  of  Kingston.  “The  Pioneer  Rec- 
ord of  Ross  County”  says  he  was  “the  first  distiller”  in  the  county. 
He  accumulated  by  deed  and  patent  about  1,000  acres  of  land.  On 
April  13,  1810,  he  was  commissioned  one  of  the  three  first  justices 
of  Pickaway  township,  Pickaway  county;  on  May  31,  1811, 
he  with  Wm.  Calwell,  Michael  Brown  and  John  Entrekin  were 
elected  and  on  August  7,  1811,  were  ordained  and  installed  ruling 
elders  of  Mt.  Pleasant  church.  About  the  year  1831,  feeling  the 
infirmities  of  his  eighty-two  years,  and  realizing  the  necessity  for 
activity  in  the  church,  he  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  the  elder- 
ship, his  nephew  Matthew  Ferguson,  who  was  installed  July  10, 
1831,  taking  his  place.  The  session,  loath  to  lose  the  advantage  of 
his  wisdom,  counsel  and  advice,  insisted  that  he  reconsider  his  inten- 
tion ; but  he  remained  firm  in  his  determination  to  be  relieved  and  to 
hand  over  the  burden  to  younger  men.  At  that  session  meeting, 
probably  held  June  11,  1831,  his  advice  to  them  was:  “Brethren, 

take  care  of  the  flock.  Feed  the  sheep.  The  preacher  will  take 
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care  of  himself.”  He  died  on  November  2,  1848,  aged  ninety-nine 
years,  leaving  surviving  him  his  wife  and  these  children : William ; 
Ann,  wife  of  his  nephew,  Matthew  Ferguson,  Jr. ; Margaret,  wife  of 
William  Cushing,  and  Jane,  unmarried.  His  wide  died  December 
24,  1851,  aged  eighty-seven  years  and  twelve  days.  They  and  their 
children,  John,  Rachel,  Matthew  and  Margaret,  are  buried  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  grave  yard.  Their  children  were:  James,  bom  June  28, 

1783,  died  November,  1805;  John,  born  November  21,  1784,  died 
April  7,  1813;  Rachel,  bom  July  1,  1786,  died  June  17,  1845  ; Will- 
iam, born  August  16,  1788,  died  January  28,  1865;  Catharine,  born 
October  15,  1793,  died  May  14,  1813;  Matthew,  bom  February  13, 
1795,  died  May  3,  1813;  Ann,  born  August  16,  1796,  died  Decem- 
ber 3,  1871;  Margaret,  born  August  13,  1798,  died  February  3, 
1882 ; Jane,  born  August  16,  1800,  died  April  16,  1861. 

William  Ferguson,  the  fourth  child  of  Matthew  and  Ann  Clies- 
nut  Ferguson,  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  and  was  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  when  his  parents  settled  in  Green  township. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  merchants,  the  first  resident  merchant,  the 
first  postmaster  and  a member  of  the  first  council  of  Kingston.  On 
the  morning  of  Sunday,  August  23,  1812,  he  and  his  younger 
brother,  Matthew,  enlisted  in  Capt.  John  McNeal’s  company  of  cav- 
alry,  Ohio  militia,  and  went  to  the  famous  war  of  that  year  from 
Mt.  Pleasant  church.  The  company  consisted  of  about  50  men  and 
served  until  October  14,  1812,  when  it  was  discharged.  On  August 
26,  1813,  he  joined  Mt.  Pleasant  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  its  first  trustees  to  hold  property  in  Kingston,  in  1837, 
and  from  which  he  was  dismissed  on  April  13,  1849," to  the  Central 
Presbyterian  church  of  Cincinnati,  O.  On  December  2,  1816,  his 
father  bought  from  Thomas  Ing  and  wife,  lot  No.  30,  in  Kingston,  at 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  Maysville  and  Zanesville  turnpike  road 
and  Hg  street.  Here  he  built  his  store  and  house;  removed  from 
his  father  s farm  about  the  year  1818,  opened  his  general  merchan- 
d.se  store  and  kept  “bachelor’s  hall.”  Here  he  lived  after  marriage 
and  here  all  his  children  were  born.  He  made  trips  to  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  on  horseback  and  his  purchases  were  brought  across  the  moun- 

C“le"t,°fra  wa?0,,s- , 011  April  22,  1819,  he  took  out  at 
Chillieothe  the  first  license  issued  to  any  resident  merchant  of  King- 
ston  to  vend  merchandise  in  that  town.  He  took  out  his  last  license 
J;*’  182n-  0n  September  10,  1822,  the  office  of 
c^tchensvilleor  McOutchen’s  tavern  in  Pickaway  countv,  adjoin- 

^ ^?£i  ^ the  ®ta^e  coacl1  stopped,  was  opened  and  hewas 

appointed  postmaster.  The  naim|  of  the  office  was  changed  to  Kin- 

Wl^r^V  i ]82v,’  o'1*3  he  .r,etained  the  Postmastership  until 
Apnl  25  18„5,  through  the  presidencies  of  James  Monroe  John 

™ ?*//**•*  **-•  & 

& le  first  postmaster  in  Green  township.” 
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On  Jaimarj  8 1824,  he  married  Eliza  Crouse,  the  youngest  child  of 
John  and  Catharine  Umsted  Crouse  of  Green  township.  In  1833 
he  completed  a brick  building,  fitted  out  with  machinery,  and  ran 
for  several  years  a flour  mill,  also  a woolen  mill,  both  on  the  north- 
east  one-fourth  of  section  20,  which  his  wife  received  as  part  of  her 
share  of  her  brother  Jeremiah’s  estate.  He  sold  this  property  to 
his  brother-in-law,  John  Crouse,  Jr.,  in  1840.  On  April  5,  1834, 
he  was  elected  one  of  the  first  councilman  of  Kingston,  which  was 
incorporated  as  a village  early  that  year.  On  June  28,  1837,  he 
wi  h Henry  May,  Jr.,  and  John  M.  Brown,  as  trustees  of  the  Pres- 
bytenan  congregation  in  the  town  of  Kingston,  the  first  trustees  of 
the  Mt.  Pleasant  Presbyterian  church  to  hold  land  in  Kingston, 
received  a deed  of  lot  No.  5 in  Duncan  and  Logan’s  addition  The 
lot  was  on  the  westernmost  side  of  the  main  road  to  Lancaster  about 
, ,1n?,rtil  of  Sassafras  alley,  was  06  feet  wide  and  165  feet 
deep  to  Mulberry  alley.  The  trustees  of  Mt.  Pleasant  church  deeded 
this  lot  on  November  26,  1858,  thus  showing  thev  were  one  and  the 
same  organization.  About  the  year  1837  lie  closed  his  business  in 
■Kingston  and  m the  December  of  that  year  sold  his  store  and  dwell- 
ing m Kingston  to  Robert  T.  Coburn,  taking  a mortgage  for  the 
purchase  money,  which  mortgage  was  foreclosed  in  1844,  and  on 
August  24,  1845,  he  deeded  the  property  to  Henrv  May.  After  he 
hacT disposed  of  his  store  and  dwelling  in  1837  he  settled  on  the  farm 
m Kickaway  township,  which  his  wife  received  from  her  father,  on 
Longo  creek,  about  a mile  and  a half  north  of  Kingston.  Here  he 
farmed  extensively  and  also  dealt  largely  in  cattle.  His  place  was 
the  second  regular  stop  for  large  droves  from  Chillicothe  to  the 
eastern  market,  the  first  stand  being  at  McConnell’s  in  Ross  county, 
and  the  third  at  Wilson’s  in  Pickaway  countv.  In  September,  1848, 
he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  O.  By  the  year  i.852  he  had  disposed  of 
the  land  in  Pickaway  county,  which  he  inherited  from  his  father,  to 
Viiiiam  Raub  and  George.  Holderman,  and  in  that  year  the  farm  on 
Longo  creek  was  sold  to  John  and  William  Entrekin.  He  dealt 
argely  in  real  estate  in  Ross  and  Pickaway  counties,  and  especially 
in  Kingston  lots.  In  the  autumn  of  1855  he  moved  to  Alleghany 
i ^ ’ V*'’  anc*  " a res>dent  of  that  place,  died  in  Cincinnati,  0., 
at  the  home  of  his  son  Matthew  and  was  buried  in  Spring  Grove 
near  that  city.  His  wife  died  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  June  9, 
89,  and  is  buried  beside  him.  His  children  were:  Ann  Catherine, 
horn  March  30,  1825,  married  July  22,  1854,  to  Edward  Arthurs, 
died  October  31,  1895;  John  Crouse,  born  March  13,  1827,  died 
October  21,  1849;  Matthew,  born  February  1,  1829;  Sarah  Jane, 
honi  June  30,  1834„  married  Biddle  Arthurs,  died  September  3, 
1860.  His  son  Matthew  resides  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  but  spends  the 
summer  months  at  his  country  residence  at  Kinnikinnick,  part  of 
the  home  place  of  his  grandfather,  John  Crouse,  Sr. 
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The  Fisher  Family: — The  progenitor  of  this  numerous  and  well 
known  family  emigrated  from  Germany  and  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania during  the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  There,  about 
the  year  1774,  a son  was  born  to  him,  named  Jacob,  who  was  destined 
to  become  the  founder  of  the  Ohio  branch  of  the  Fisher  family.  The 
parents  of  Jacob  Fisher  went  from  Pennsylvania  to  Virginia,  where 
in  early  manhood  he  married  Barbara  Kyle.  There  is  a family  tra- 
dition that  the  young  husband,  when  about  twenty-five  years  old,  rode 
on  horseback  to  the  wilds  of  Ohio  to  “spy  out  the  land”  and  ascertain 
the  feasibility  of  establishing  a home  for  himself.  As  the  story  goes, 
he  bought  land  in  Concord  township,  put  in  a crop  and  then  returned 
to  Virginia  for  his  wife  and  child.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  defi- 
nitely ascertained  that  Jacob  Fisher  and  wife  became  residents  of 
Ross  county  as  early  as  1800  and  that  from  them  have  descended  a 
numerous  progeny.  J acob’s  life  was  devoted  to  the  clearing  and  cul- 
tivating of  his  acres  in  Concord  township,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death  about  the  year  1865.  He  outlived  his  wife  many  years,  though 
the  exact  date  of  her  death  is  not  recorded.  Among  their  children 
was  a son  named  J ohn,  who  was  born  soon  after  his  parents  reached 
Ohio.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Concord  township  and  spent  all  the 
days  of  his  life  in  the  same  locality.  When  he  reached  the  marriage- 
able age  he  selected  as  his  life  partner  Phoebe  Briggs,  daughter  of  a 
neighbor  and  early  settler.  John  Fisher  died  about  the  year  1859,  his 
wife  surviving  him  several  years.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters,  named  in  order  of  birth,  Samuel,  Clinton, 
Joseph,  George,  John  Bunvan,  Charles,  William,  Sarah  and  Hannah. 
George  Fisher,  the  fourth  of  the  sons  above  enumerated,  is  still  liv- 
***£5  the  sole  survivor  of  that  family  of  children.  He  was  bom  in 
1832  and  has  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  from  the  time  of 
his  arrival  at  manhood.  In  1855,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Elijah  Rowe,  a prominent  man  of  Concord  township.  They  have 
living  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follows:  Louise,  the  wife  of 
William  H.  Thomas,  of  Roxabell ; James,  a fanner  in  Concord  town- 
ship; William  A.;  Flora  B.,  wife  of  Joseph  Irvin,  of  Highland 
county,  Ohio;  and  Isaac,  a fanner  in  Concord  township.  One  son 
died  m infancy  and  Francis  Marion,  a bright  and  promising  bov,  was 
cut  off  by  pneumonia  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  William  A.  Fisher, 
third  of  the  above  mentioned  children,  was  born  November  13,  1859, 
m Concord  township.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  at  home  and  at  the  Normal  school  at  Lebanon.  He  adopted 
teaching  as  a profession  and  followed  that  occupation  for  seventeen 
years.  He  was  ambitious  to  become  a doctor  and  studied  medicine 
for  a while  but  circumstances  over  which  he  had  no  control  prevented 
him  from  finishing  his  course.  In  1897,  he  embarked  in  the  under- 
taking business  at  Frankfort,  carrying  a large  supply  of  furniture 
as  a side  line,  and  has  continued  this  venture  up  to  the  present  time. 
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In  1884,  he  was  married  to  Jessie  E.,  daughter  of  John  M.  Ware  a 
proimnent  citizen  of  Frankfort.  She  died  in  1892,  leaving  four 
^enn  I'S©  H.,  Edith  L.  and  Elizabeth  J.  In  1897 
M.t.  Fisher  chose  a second  wife  in  the  person  of  Elizabeth  S.,  daugh- 
ter  of  Merritt  Jamieson,  of  Concord  township.  Mr.  Fisher’s  reli- 
gious affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  church  and  his  fraternal 
connections  with  the  Masons  and  Woodmen  of  the  World. 


/1^!n0SN1i;-Tlsher  18  one  of  nine  children  of  Jacob  and  Eleanor 
(Wilson)  Fisher,  of  Ross  county,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  March 
15,  1862.  The  family  in  America  started  from  Philip  Fisher,  who 
emigrated  from  Germany  and  first  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  going 
from  there  in  1777  to  Virginia.  In  the  spring  of  1799,  his  son 
Jacob,  who  was  then  twenty-five  years  old,  rode  on  horseback  to  Ohio, 
with  a view  to  finding  a home  in  the  wilderness.  He  spent  the  spring 
and  summer  in  cultivating  a patch  of  corn  near  the  site  of  Chillicothe 
and  m the  fall  returned  to  Virginia  for  his  wife  and  child.  He  pur- 
chased two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Concord  township,  built  a rude 
log  cabin  and  moved  in  with  his  wife  and  child.  These  events 
occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1800,  and  the  Fishers  became 
one  of  the  hardy  first  families  who  bore  the  burdens  and  dangers  of 
settling  the  Scioto  valley.  Their  experiences  were  similar  to  those 
of  many  others — a life  of  hard  work  and  privation  in  the  lonely 
wilderness,  surrounded  by  many  dangers,  yet  not  devoid  of  rude 
pleasures.  In  the  course  of  years,  the  pioneer  hewed  and  grubbed 
himself  into  possession  of  a fine  farm,  and  by  degrees  the  family 
were  enabled  to  surround  themselves  with  the  comforts  of  civiliza- 
tion. The  head  of  the  family  was  called  away  to  the  war  of  1812, 
and  while  he  was  serving  his  country  his  wife  and  children  under- 
went much  anxiety,  besides  positive  danger  from  Indians.  It  was 
customary  for  the  women  of  the  neighborhood  for  miles  around  to 
assemble  at  night  in  a nearby  fort,  in  order  to  insure  protection  from 
possible  forays  by  the  red  men.  Jacob  Fisher  died  in  1866,  some-* 
what  over  ninety-two  years  old,  and  his  wife  expired  in  her  seventy- 
eighth  year.  They  reared  a family  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters, 
all  of  whom  have  passed  away.  The  youngest  of  the  family,  named 
after  his  father,  Jacob  Fisher,  was  bom  February  23,  1819.  His 
earliest  recollections  were  of  the  log  cabin  in  which  he  was  bom  and 
the  log  school  house  with  its  puncheon  floors  and  slab  benches.  Ip 
those  days  farm  bovs  had  little  opportunity  to  get  book  learning,  their 
attendance  at  school  being  limited  to  rainy  days  in  the  working  sea- 
son, and  the  severe  weather  of  winter.  When  he  became  of  age, 
Jacob  Fisher  was  married  on  June  3,  1841,  to  Eleanor,  daughter  of 
John  H.  Wilson,  who  came  from  Kentucky  and  was  an  early  settler 
of  Ross  county.  They  had  nine  children:  Mary  E.,  bom  April  8, 

1842,  died  in  1861 ; William  B.,  born  September  23,  1843,  married 
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and  living  at  Harrison,  Ohio;  Absalom  M.,  born  October  16,  1845; 
Albert  H.,  born  July  14,  1847;  John  E.,  born  April  18,  1851; 
Naomi,  born  August  30,  1854,  died  December  2,  1887 ; Cary  W., 
bom  January  1,  1850;  Amos  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
golden  wedding  of  the  parents  was  celebrated  on  June  3,  1891,  and 
was  a joyous  occasion  largely  attended.  Jacob  Fisher,  the  venerable 
father,  passed  away  in  1897,  just  one  hundred  years  after  the  birth 
of  his  eldest  brother.  Ilis  widow  survives  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
Their  son  Amos  M.,  who  was  the  youngest  of  the  children,  remained 
at  home  all  his  life,  being  educated  at  the  district  school  and  at  Leba- 
non, Ohio.  October  23,  1901,  he  was  married  to  Maud,  daughter  of 
William  F.  and  Patience  Metcalfe,  of  Twin  township,  Ross  county. 
They  reside  on  the  old  homestead  of  166  acres,  which  Mr.  Fisher 
bought  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He  raises  stock  on  an  extensive 
scale  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successful  breeders  in  the 
county.  He  makes  a specialty  of  swine,  dealing  exclusively  in  the 
Poland-China  breed,  and  during  the  past  year  attracted  general 
attention  on  account  of  the  numbers  and  superiority  of  his  fine  stock. 
Mr.  Fisher’s  political  affiliations  are  Democratic  and  his  fraternal 
connections  are  with  the  Masonic  order  and  Knights  Templar  at 
Chillicothe. 

Nelson  J.  Ford,  a popular  traveling  salesman  residing  at  Kingston, 
Ohio,  deserves  enrollment  among  the  successful  young  business  men 
of  Ross  county.  lie  comes  of  sturdy  stock  on  both  sides,  his  grand- 
father being  Enoch  Ford,  a native  of  Ohio,  who  married  Nancy 
Sewell  of  Pennsylvania.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Ford,  John  and  Mary 
A.  (O’Neal)  Ford,  were  bom  in  Green  township,  the  former  in  1833 
and  the  latter  in  1837.  John  Ford  was  reared  in  Kingston  and 
learned  the  saddler  s trade,  though  he  was  also  engaged  in  farming. 
He  was  an  industrious  and  worthy  man  and  an  exemplary  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  died  February  14,  1896, 
since  which  time  his  widow  has  been  a resident  of  Kingston.  The 
latter’s  father  was  James  O’Neal,  Jr.,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  born 
in  1803,  who  married  Nancy  Welch  of  West  Virginia.  James 
O’Neal’s  mother  was  Mary  Ann  O’Neal,  who  came  to  Chillicothe  as 
a widow  in  1826,  and  reared  her  four  children  in  Ross  county,  where 
James  O’Neal,  Jr.,  died  in  1843  and  his  wife  in  1849.  They  had 
seven  children:  James,  John,  Eliza,  William  II.,  Marv  Ann, 

Sarah  M.  and  Elizabeth.  John  and  Mary  Ann  (O'Neal)  Ford  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children:  Sallie,  Nelson  J.,  John  W.,  Jessie, 

Anna  M.,  George  M.,  Bessie  E.  and  Ethel  G.  Nelson  J.  Ford  was 
born  in  Green  township,  Ross  county,  September  27,  1862,  reared  on 
the  farm  and  educated  in  the  Kingston  high  school.  After  reaching 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  learned  the  tinner’s  trade  but  later 
drifted  into  commercial  currents  and  became  a salesman  for  the  Flint 
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& Walling  windmill  factory,  of  Kendallville,  Ind.  This  position 
he  has  since  held  and  filled  acceptably  both  to  his  employers  and 
their  customers.  In  fact  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  energetic 
cf  the  great  army  of  commercial  travelers  who  operate  through  this 
part  of  Ohio.  He  is  a members  of  Pierson  lodge,  No.  372,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  Kingston  lodge,  No.  419,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  April  29, 
1886,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Eorquer,  a native  of  Pickaway 
county,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Lemaster)  Forquer,  natives 
of  Perry  county,  who  came  to  Pickaway  about  1860  and  are  now 
residents  of  Columbus.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  have  four  children: 
Francis  I).,  Phyllis,  Louise  and  Helen. 

The  Foster  Family: — The  founder  of  this  numerous  and  influen- 
tial family  in  Ohio  was  the  Rev.  John  Foster,  who  came  from  near 
Cumberland,  Md.,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Pike  county  in  1796. 
He  died  in  January,  1800,  leaving  eight  children,  of  whom  there  were 
six  sons  and  two  daughters.  Among  the  former  was  one  who  became 
the  Rev.  John  Foster,  No.  2.  He  was  horn  March  3,  1771,  and  died 
August  22,  1839,  in  Madison  county,  Ohio,  while  on  a visit  to  some 
of  his  children.  Of  the  latter  there  were  ten  in  all  and  among  the 
number  was  Thomas  C.  Foster,  born  July  2,  1813,  in  Ross  county. 
He  spent  his  whole  life  in  Franklin  township  and  died  there  Decem- 
ber 18,  1882.  His  wife  was  Jane  E.  Davis,  member  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  the  township,  who  died  July  12,  1852,  leaving 
six  children.  Of  these,  Martha  was  born  July  31,  1840;  James  C., 
May  3,  1842;  Hannah,  bora  ‘September  4,  1844,  and  died  February 
25,  1893;  John,  born  January  4,  1847;  William,  bom  September 
16,  1850,  and  died  February  14,  1874;  George,  born  June  21,  1852, 
and  died  June  23,  1881.  Major  James  C.  Foster,  the  oldest  son  in 
the  above  mentioned  list,  was  educated  in  the  public  and  private 
schools  of  his  native  county.  Shortly  before  the  civil  Avar  he  spent 
a term  at  a private  military  school  in  Chillicothe,  and  the  experience 
acquired  there  proved  valuable  in  the  years  immediately  succeeding. 
On  October  17,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  F,  Fifty- 
third  Ohio  infantry,  being  made  first  sergeant  at  the  organization. 
January  1,  1802,  his  sendees  and  abilities  were  rewarded  by  promo- 
tion to  the  second  lieutenancy,  and  in  the  following  September  he  was 
transferred  to  Company  I.  On  June  3,  1863,  he  was  commissioned 
as  captain  of  Company  A,  Fifty-ninth  regiment  of  colored  troops, 
which  had  recently  been  called  into  service.  On  June  18,  1864,  lie 
was  given  a commission  as  major  of  that  regiment,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  until  the  close  of  the  Avar,  being  in  command  of  the  regi- 
ment for  several  months.  Major  Foster  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Shiloh,  Falling  Timbers,  Tupelo,  Brice’s  Crossroads  and  the  siege 
of  Corinth.  At  the  battle  of  Brice’s  Crossroads,  near  GuntoAvn, 
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Miss.,  June  10,  1864,  Captain  Foster  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
skirmish  line,  composed  of  his  own  and  another  company.  They 
made  a heroic  fight  until  dark,  when,  all  the  troops  retiring  in  the 
direction  of  Ripley  and  the  lieutenant-colonel  being  totally  disabled 
by  a wound,  he  assumed  command  of  the  regiment,  from  which  he 
was  not  relieved  until  the  following  September.  During  his  long 
army  service,  Major  Foster  was  often  detailed  on  important  special 
service.  During  the  winter  of  1862-3  he  was  a member  of  the  gem 
eral  court-martial,  and  he  served  on  courts  of  inquiry,  as  chief  of 
pickets,  and  in  other  responsible  positions,  which  showed  his  high 
standing  with  his  superior  officers.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the  serv- 
ice January  31,  1866,  after  a military  career  which  reflects  upon  him 
the  highest  credit.  After  the  close  of  the  war,  Major  Foster  returned 
home  and  for  a time  attended  a commercial  school- at  Cleveland,  after 
which  he  settled  down  to  a farmer’s  life  near  his  birthplace,  where 
he  still  resides.  September  7,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Emma, 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Davis,  who  died  August  2,  1S72,  leav- 
ing one  child,  Daisy  1).,  born  June  7,  1870,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
H.  J.  DuBois,  of  Pike  county,  Ohio.  October  19,  1875,  Major 
Foster  was  remarried,  his  second  wife  being  Mary  1).,  daughter  of 
Joseph  I.  and  Jane  D.  Vause.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  daughters  and  three  sons,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Ada  C., 

born  March  16,  1877 ; J.  Vause,  born  April  29,  1879 ; Jean  M.,  born 
July  16,  1881;  Harrv  L.,  bom  March  14,  1884;  James  C.,  born 
November  25,  1887  ; Marv  1L,  December  19,  1889;  and  Sallie,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1894.  The  Major  has  filled  various  township  offices  and 
at  the  fall  election  in  1901  was  chosen  representative  in  the  Ohio  gen- 
eral assembly  from  Ross  county,  receiving  5,239  votes  to  4,531  for 
Robert  L.  Irvin,  his  opponent.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  has  been  commander  of  Joseph 
Climer  post,  ^No.  6,092,  at  Omega,  Ohio,  ever  since  it  was  organized 
in  1883.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  other  patriotic  organiza- 
tion devoted  exclusively  to  Federal  officers  and  called  the  Loyal 
Legion.  His  ancestors  were  mostly  Methodists,  but  the  Major  has 
no  church  affiliations. 

John  Francis,  of  Gillespieville,  Ohio,  was  bom  in  Ross  county, 
August  4,  1826.  His  parents  were  John  and  Susannah  (Wycoff) 
Francis,  both  natives  of  Virginia.  John  was  the  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Fannie  Francis,  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Ross  county  in  1799 
and  settled  in  what  is  now  Liberty  township.  They  spent  the  rest 
of  their  days  there  and  had  a family  of  eleven  children.  Of  these, 
John  Francis  was  born  in  1796,  came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  and 
lived  and  died  a farmer.  He  left  a family  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  eight  are  living.  Their  son  John,  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  grew  up  on  the  farm  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
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Faming  has  been  his  life’s  occupation  and  he  owns  a good  bit  of 
land,  but ; for  about  thirty  years  he  has  lived  a retired  life  at  London- 
derry.  Mr.  F rancis  has  never  been  an  office-seeker  but  has  held  the 
position  of  township  trustee  and  school  director.  In  1848,  he  was 
married  to  Eebecca  Hinshaw,  by  whom  he  had  one  child  that  died  in 
mot^er  a^so  died,  and  Mr.  Francis,  on  August  22. 
1888,  was  married  to  Mary  F.  Timmons,  daughter  of  Azariah  and 
Chanty  (Dixon)  Timmons,  both  natives  of  Ross  county,  who  had 
ten  children,  of  whom  six  are  living,  the  father  dying  in  1887,  and 
the  mother  in  1878.  By  this  marriage  Mr.  Francis  has  one  son, 
Chancey  J .,  who  was  born  July  28,  1890.  Mr.  Francis  is  a member 
of  the  Christian  church  while  the  wife  affiliates  with  the  Society  of 
Inends.  The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Francis  cut  the  first  white*oak 
tree  ever  felled  by- a white  man  on  Londonderry  flats.  He  also 
brought  the  first  wheat  into  that  section,  having  it  sent  from  old  Vir- 
ginia on  the  Scioto  river.  When  the  boat  reached  the  point  where 
the  state  dam  is  now  situated,  it  sprang  a leak  and  had  to  be  taken  out 
and  dried.  This  wheat  proved  very  costly  in  the  end,  but  his  neigh- 
bors helped  to  cut  it  and  he  divided  with  them,  giving  each  one  a tea- 
cupful of  the  grain,  which  was  cut  with  sickles  and  knives.  The 
grandmother  of  Mr.  Francis  made  the  first  bed-cord  of  Indian  hemp. 

Martin  Frey,  of  Bourneville,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  Germany,  born 
at  Ortenberg,  a village  of  the  state  of  Baden,  October  30,  1833.  He 
came  with  his  parents  to  America  in  1854,  the  trip  being  made  in  a 
sailing  vessel  and  consuming  thirty-one  days.  The  emigrants  landed 
at  A ew  York  city  on  the  4th  of  J ulv  and  proceeded  direct  to  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ohio.  Martin  was  poor  and  had  no  other  reliance  than  his 
German  pluck  and  ability  to  work.  He  turned  his  hand  at  whatever 
he  could  find  to  do,  first  working  on  a railroad,  helping  to  lay  track 
from  Greenfield  to  Leesburg  on  the  old  Marietta  & Cincinnati,  after- 
ward doing  chore  work  for  George  Woods,  of  Chillicothe,  about  one 
year,  and  finally  landing  on  a farm  where  he  was  employed  by  the 
month  for  about  seven  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he 
started  a huckster  wagon  and  followed  that  line  of  business  for  eight 
years.  On  May  9,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Zink,  a native 
of  Germany,  who  came  to  Ohio  with  her  uncle.  After  marriage  Mr. 
Frey  lived  in  Chillicothe  for  a while  but  in  August,  1870,  removed  to 
Bourneville,  where  he  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business, 
also  conducting  a pork  packing  establishment  on  a small  scale.  He 
now  owns  514  acres  of  good  Ross  county  land,  which  he  oversees  and 
manages  in  person.  He  raises  stock  extensively,  feeding  about  sixty 
head  of  cattle  and  large  numbers  of  hogs  during  each  year.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Democratic  party  and  served  as  township  treasurer 
for  one  term.  His  religious  connections  are  Roman  Catholic  and  he 
belongs  to  St  Peter’s  church  in  Chillicothe.  Mr.  Frey’s  marriage 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


480 


THE  COUNTY  OF  ROSS. 


resulted  in  tlie  birth  of  three  children,  as  follows:  Mary  J.,  born 

February  6,  1870,  and  died  in  December,  1872;  John  A.,  born 
August  3,  1875 ; and  Martin  E.,  March  9,  1878.  The  two  sons  are 
assisting  their  father  in  the  management  of  his  large  business. 

Gottfried  Frick,  an  extensive  land  owner  and  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  in  Scioto  township,  is  a man  of  remarkable  business 
qualifications.  Now  contemplating  a well  deserved  retirement  for 
the  purpose  of  spending  the  evening  of  his  life  in  repose,  he  can  look 
back  complacently  to  a long  career  well  spent  in  the  useful  activities 
of  good  citizenship.  His  parents  were  Peter  and  Cathrina  Frick, 
natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1838.  The  par- 
ticulars of  their  trip  sharply  illustrate  the  changes  in  modes  of  travel 
from  that  day  to  this.  It  took  them  nearly  two  months  to  cross  the 
ocean,  whereas  it  is  done  now  in  less  than  a week.  They  came  from 
New  York  city  to  Buffalo  by  rail,  thence  to  Cleveland  on  steamboat 
over  Lake  Erie,  and  from  there  by  canal  to  Waverly,  county  seat  of 
Pike  county.  This  was  the  destination  of  the  immigrants  and  there 
they  bought  and  settled  on  a small  farm  of  about  forty  acres.  The 
father  had  learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade  in  Germany  and  fol- 
lowed it  as  long  as  he  remained  in  that  country,  but  afler  his  arrival 
in  Ohio  he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
They  remained  in  Pike  county  until  1873,  when  they  removed  to 
Boss  county  and  lived  with  their  son  and  there  they  died,  he  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six  and  the  mother  in  her  seventy-second  year.  They 
had  five  children.  Appeline,  the  eldest,  married  Jacob  Gergens,  of 
Nebraska,  and  they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  March  20,  1902. 
Christina  married  William  F.  T oung,  of  Nebraska;  Mary  became 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Galnn  and  both  have  since  died;  Leona,  who  mar- 
ried J acob  Grumnie,  of  Chillicothe,  is  also  deceased.  Gottfried  Frick, 
next  to  the  oldest  of  the  children,  was  born  at  Rheinbern,  Germany, 
August  28,  1837.  His  first  business  venture  after  reaching  man- 
hood was  with  a threshing  machine,  and  this  he  followed  several 
years,  until  his  marriage  to  Mary  Gahm,  of  Jackson  countv,  Ohio. 
For  awhile  after  this  event,  Mr.  Frick  lived  in  Pike  countv  and  then 
went  to  Boss  county  where  he  spent  a year  in  Twin  township.  The 
next  move  was  to  Scioto  township,  where  Mr.  Frick  cultivated  rented 
land  about  seven  years  and  then  purchased  what  was  known  as  the 
Limbeck  farm,  which  he  has  since  added  to  until  his  holdings  amount 
to  280  acres.  Included  in  this  purchase  was  the  old  Paint  grist  mill, 
which  he  conducted  for  seventeen  years  and  also  built  a large  mill 
at  Portsmouth,  which  he  subsequently  sold  to  his  sons.  Mr.  Frick  is 
a man  of  unusually  fine  business  qualifications  and  has  met  with 
remarkable  success  in  all  of  his  undertakings.  He  owns  047  acres  of 
land  on  the  Wabash  river,  besides  other  valuable  properties  at  differ- 
ent points.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers  in  Scioto 
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township,  and  one  of  its  most  esteemed  citizens.  Mr.  Frick  has 
always  taken  especial  interest  in  educational  matters  and  during  his 
residence  of  thirty-one  years  in  the  township  has  been  a member  of 
the  school  board  nearly  all  the  time.  He  was  once  elected  to  the 
position  of  land  appraiser  but  resigned  before  the  time  for  taking  the 
office.  He  is  a member  of  Chillicothe  lodge,  No.  84,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  politically  is  associated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frick  have  six  children : George  resides 

in  Knox  county,  Ind. ; Adam  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  and  John  in  Mis- 
souri; Lena  married  Ellsworth  Kidnocker,  of  Scioto  township; 
Christina  and  Cathrine  are  at  home.  The  family  attend  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  of  which  Mr.  Frick  has  been  a member  since  1863. 

C.  Albert  Fromm,  publisher  and  proprietor  of  the  “Unsere  Zeit,” 
a German  weekly  newspaper  of  Chillicothe,  was  bom  in  that  city 
March  8,  1877.  His  parents  were  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Ring- 
wald)  Fromm.  Charles  Fromm  was  a native  of  Germany,  brought 
to  this  country  in  infancy  and  reared  in  Cincinnati,  where  he  learned 
the  printing  business,  and  became  the  publisher  of  two  lodge  jour- 
nals. He  went  from  that  city  to  Portsmouth  and  founded  the 
“Unsere  Zeit,”  which  a year  later  was  removed  to  Chillicothe,  where 
it  is  now  owned  and  operated  by  the  third  generation  since  its  estab- 
lishment. The  grandparents  of  C.  Albert  Fromm  died  in  Chilli- 
cothe; his  father  passed  away  at  the  early  age  of  forty-seven,  but  his 
mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  Fromm  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Chillicothe,  began  work  in  his  father’s  office  in  early  youth  and  has 
been  connected  with  the  “art  preservative”  for  the  last  twelve  years. 
His  plant  is  well  equipped  for  all  kinds  of  commercial  printing  and 
job  work,  being  supplied  with  modem  presses  operated  by  electric 
power.  Mr.  Fromm  has  never  married,  seeming  to  prefer  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  “single  blessedness.”  He  is  a member  of  the 
Eintracht  Singing  society,  and  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order  of  Knights, 
Chillicothe  senate,  No.  32.  His  religious  connections  are  with  the 
German  Salem  church.  Politically  he  is  independent  and  so  is  his 
paper,  the  “Unsere  Zeit,”  which  is  devoted  to  general  news  of  inter- 
est to  the  German  reading  people  of  Ross  county  and  adjacent  terri- 
tory. 

John  R.  Fry,  of  Ross  county,  is  a native  of  Baden  on  the  Rhine, 
Germany,  born  August  25,  1830.  His  parents  were  Richard  and 
Catharine  Fry,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany  and  came  to 
Pike  county,  Ohio,  in  1842.  They  had  a family  of  four  daughters 
and  three  sons,  of  whom  five  are  still  living.  Richard  Fry  died  in 
1865,  aged  sixty-three,  and  his  wife  died  in  1806,  on  the  eve  of  her 
birthday,  aged  ninetv-two  vears.  John  R.  Fry  and  his  mother  and 
II— 31 
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father  were  all  born  on  the  same  day  of  the  month.  John  R.  was 
reared  on  a farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Pike  county. 
He  has  always  followed  farming  for  an  occupation  and  has  met  with 
reasonable  success  in  that  line.  In  1884  he  removed  to  Ross  county, 
where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  He  has  charge  of  318  acres  of  land, 
which  he  farms  in  a general  way,  but  gives  especial  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  road  horses  of  the  Hambletonian  stock.  He  lias  been 
elected  trustee  of  Liberty  township  and  is  one  of  the  trustees  at  the 
present  time.  His  first  Avife  was  Margaret  Annbmst,  of  Waverly, 
Pike  county,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  George  Fry,  of  Pickaway 
county,  and  John  R.  Fry,  Jr.,  who  lives  at  home.  After  the  death 
of  this  wife  Mr.  Fry  married  Mary  L.  Rader,  of  Pike  county,  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  and  Nancy  Rader.  By  the  second  marriage  there  are 
two  children.  The  eldest  of  these,  William  H.  Fry,  was  married 
November  9,  1901,  to  Mina,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Dixon, 
of  Athens  county.  Her  father  was  killed  on  the  railroad  near 
Athens,  Ohio,  several  years  ago.  Ida  M.  Fry,  the  other  child  of 
John  R.  and  Mary  L.  Fry,  was  educated  at  Chillicothe  and  is  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools. 

Seth  Fuller,  well  known  in  Athens  and  Ross  counties  as  a dealer 
in  land  and  stock,  and  for  years  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Twin  township,  can  boast  a lengthy  pioneer  lineage.  In  fact 
few  Ohio  families  can  show  connection  with  first  settlers  so  far  back 
as  the  Fullers.  In  the  person  of  Joseph  Fuller  they  had  a represen- 
tative with  the  Massachusetts  colony  which  located  at  or  near  Mari- 
etta, Ohio,  in  the  year  1788,  which  was  ten  years  before  Ross  county 
was  officially  organized  as  a body  politic.  He  was  accompanied  by 
a brother,  whose  record  has  been  lost  sight  of,  who  married  after  his 
arrival  in  Washington  county  and  reared  several  children,  among 
the  number  being  Janies  Fuller.  The  latter  Avas  born  about  eight 
miles  above  Marietta,  March  14,  1797,  and  was  married  to  Lucinda 
Pratt  December  8,  1822.  The  records  indicate  that  she  was  a native 
of  Washington  county  and  that  her  birth  occurred  October  2,  1799. 
This  couple  settled  on  a farm  near  Millfield,  in  Athens  county, 
which  had  been  purchased  before  their  nuptials,  and  there  they 
engaged  in  farming  and  stockraising  with  considerable  success  for 
those  days.  J ames  Fuller  died  October  8,  1842,  his  wife  surviving 
until  1885,  when  she  died  in  Ross  county,  aged  about  seventy-eight 
years.  They  had  only  two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy 
and  the  other  was  Seth  Fuller,  born  in  Athens  county,  July  5,  1826. 
Schools  were  few  and  far  between  at  that  period  and  young  Fuller 
had  neither  time  nor  inclination  to  attend  had  they  been  numerous. 
Being  the  only  child  he  was  needed  at  home  for  such  work  as  boys 
can  do  and  the  death  of  his  father  left  him  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
his  mother’s  only  dependence  as  assistant  farm  manager.  In  1843, 
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bri£et£&^  Dean,  took  his 

very  creditable  record^  ^eneraJ  snn I**  T P ,°f  bls  mother  made  a 
From  a very  early  age  Mr  JfoMp,  ,nte,K  ent  of  farm  affairs, 

eled  a good,  deaUn^emr^  S ^ f°nd  °f  tradi“g>  “d  tray- 
stock.  He  displayed  capacity  and  ' |IT‘VlnF  °Ut  dt!ids  in  lands  and 
the  course  of  ieare lo^mSted  i,  this  line  and  “ 

erty.  In  1865,  he  disposed  of  hi  " deiable. Iand  a"d  other  prop- 
in Boss  county,’  irehTinL,  1 IT™*  ln  Athens  «"d  located 
stock  and  real  estate  In  1888  1 • < *ls  operations  as  a dealer  in 
James,  Joseph,  John  Edward  M Wlfe  dled-  ,lea™g  six  children: 
married  Mary  Jane  Gabriel  a if,'’  a"d  ^aMa-  Subsequently  he 
time  leisurely  in  Chillicothe  and  r °f  Athe"s  count.V,  spent  some 
in  Twin  to^ship  ilTSos  Ifo  ' V TT*  t0,0ne  °f  his  Pla«* 
Concord  township,  and  that  was  hi-  n i **  1Jcated  at  I{oxaboll>  in 
1902,  when  he  removed  to  Frankf^t  where°l  ™,dmre.  “”*1  May, 
a member  of  the  Method  1st  r,.-  , ],e  now  asides.  He  is 

Free  and  Accepted  Ma^ns  1 P °hureh  and  ^^nkfort  lodge 

wSSJC  *«*»*  ™*y.  °1"».  r™  «, 

Pa.,  born  February  18  1818  " wT  ’ ''as,a  natlve  of  Bucks  countv, 
Pickaway  couTy  with  his  foS  ™ ^ -yfars  of  aSe  lle  came  to 
arrival.  The^f^re  fop  Jh  ldt^ ier,  who  died  shortly  after  their 
Henry  and  Jacob  went  to  ti  0”  * 16  ^.an.uy’  a^]  °f  whom,  except 

deuces.  For  several  year-  Vft*  °i  th®  COUntry  to  seek  resi- 
Henry  worked  for  i * /ter,  *,e  departure  of  his  relatives 
daughter  of  Titus  Dunean'of  p^6  montl1’  lrp  married  Harriet, 
Jear  or  two  without  leaving  f COnnty’  bnt  she  d;ed  in  a 

h«7  &»*,« t7L%S'Zl  “'V'"8 

ciently  to  be  able  to  buy  a form  of  1 ? Wk„and  Prospered  • suffi- 

ond  time  to  Frances  C"  Brfos-  hi  ^ T*',  I,Ie  was  married  a sec- 
these,  Frank  T lives  in  Phi-'  wh°m  16  had  seven  children.  Of 

Charles  B.  is  the  Si  / 'T.Tj  on  tbe  home  form; 

McDill  of  PiikLi!  ?f  w?„S.ketch;  Ml,r-V  w-  married  Owen 
Path  £.,  Fred  O.  an (M )ol l ’tt''  l'” T Si'  llves  in  Cireleville,  Ohio; 
reside  on  the  old  home  rdae  p-'  ,dead-  Tbe  fatl,er  continued  to 
h>'s  death,  December^  fe*”  S fb  cT*t?  the  time  of 

the  children  in  orde/of  birth  C har  es  R Gearhart,  the  second  of 
of  his  district  and  retn  • ’ ,WaS  ed,,catcd  at  the  common  school 

of  age.  October  31  h°me  be  was  twenty-five  years 

in  March  of  tbe  111  ’ he  "’as  lnamed  fo  E»a  A.  Zurmehfo  and 

renter  form  VT^  down  °»  W*  S.'C.r- 

dcnce  there  of  one  year  T h “ Plcka»ay  county.  After  a resi- 

Poss  county  neaT  Ire  and  thnffe  W“  T’*  Feb™“*  1885»  ™to 
quent  wears  until  PV1  other  removals  were  made  in  the  subse- 
ears  ^til  February,  1889,  when  he  located  at  Cireleville 
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and  engaged  in  the  implement  business.  This,  under  the  firm  name 
of  McCoy  & Gearhart,  he  continued  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  disposed  of  his  interest  to  George  Smith  and  in  1801 
removed  to  the  place  where  he  now  resides.  Of  the  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gearhart,  Shirley  Z.  is  at  home,  Turney  L.  died  in  infancy, 
Carl  B.  and  Paul  H.  are  going  to  school.  The  mother  was  born  on 
September  10,  1850,  in  the  same  house  where  she  now  lives.  Her 
grandparents  were  natives  of  Switzerland,  from  which  country  they 
came  to  Pennsylvania  and  from  there  to  Pickaway  at  an  early  period 
of  that  county’s  settlement.  Mrs.  Gearhart’s  father  married  Har- 
riet Lutz,  of  Pickaway  county,  in  1S46,  and  about  the  same  time 
removed  to  Ross  county.  He  was  prosperous  and  had  accumulated 
350  acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  Novem- 
ber 25,  1893,  his  wife  surviving  him  only  four  days  and  passing 
away  on  November  29.  Mr.  Gearhart  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
served  nine  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Union  township  and  for 
two  years  was  a member  of  the  school  board.  In  1901,  he  was 
elected  commissioner  of  Ross  county  by  a plurality  of  182  and  will 
enter  into  his  office  on  the  third  Monday  in  September,  1902.  Mr. 
Gearhart  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and  substantial  citizens  of  his 
county,  standing  high  both  in  the  political  and  business  world. 

Martin  Gilmerr,  farmer,  of  Concord  township,  is  descended  from 
one  of  those  sturdy  families  who  fought  the  pioneer  battles  of  Ross 
county  in  the  days  that  have  long  since  become  historic.  The  first 
of  the  name  to  appear  on  the  banks  of  the  Scioto  was  Matthew  Gil- 
merr, who  “joined  the  procession”  which  was  making  its  way  from 
his  native  state  of  Virginia  to  the  more  inviting  fields  of  Ohio.  It 
was  early  in  the  nineteenth  century  when  he  arrived  with  his  family 
in  the  confines  of  Ross  county  and  located  in  Concord  township.  He 
became  the  father  of  seven  children  who,  with  their  descendants, 
have  ever  since  been  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
county.  The  names  of  the  first  settler's  children  were  William, 
Martin,  Robert,  Susan,  Sallie,  Mary  and  Matthew.  • The  last  men- 
tioned was  little  more  than  a suckling  infant  when  the  journey  from 
Virginia  had  ended  and  he  grew  to  manhood  amid  the  rude  surround- 
ing of  his  father’s  new  home.  He  worked  on  the  farm  in  youth  and 
after  reaching  maturity  secured  land  and  became  a farmer  on  his 
own  account,  following  that  occupation  through  life.  He  married 
Artcmesia,  daughter  of  Robert  Wells,  who  was  among  the  early 
arrivals  in  that  part  of  the  county  and  a well-to-do  man.  Nine 
children  resulted  from  this  union,  made  up  of  five  sons  and  four 
daughters.  All  of  the  latter  are  dead  but  the  sons  are  living  and 
named  as  follows:  George  W.,  Allen,  Franklin,  Robert  W.,  and 

Martin.  Martin  Gilmerr  was  born  at  the  parental  home  in  Concord 
township,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  in  1862.  His  youth  and  early  man* 
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hood  were  spent  as  was  customary  among  the  children  of  farmers 

the  sea^l  fttendance  atTTscll°o1  in  winter  and  outdoor  work  during 
the  seasons  of  summer.  Upon  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 

embarked  m business  for  himself  and  has  since  bleu  one  of  he  busy 

marnvft?M01  ? "S  T'™  townah.iP ■ In  18 93 , Mr.  Gilmerr  was 
Anril  '{  ionftISl  r.ena  ®wa,1>  a native  of  Ross  county,  who  died 
April  3,  1900,  leaving  two  children,  Ray  Everett  and  Esther  Viola. 

NovemW  3WS siT  ?rVard  Gilmore  was  bo™  i"  Chillicothe  on 
Maly  Tiffin’  r •/  STpar?fS  were  William  Y°«ng  Gilmore  and 
,,, /.Tffin’  118  w]fe-.  In  after  years,  Colonel  Gilmore  drew  the 
wno°'Vln^  P!  JUS  fiber’s  traits  and  character:  “My  father 

who  hVh?  7 f00d’  h°rSt’  ind"strioi,s’  n,oral>  refined  gentleman, 
mW,Vffige  ^ d,Uty,  as  husband,  father,  tailor,  citizen  and 

omkedlr  TT  SeVeralrplaCeS1  of  *«*>  aad  never  ’postponed  or 
most  on  r'l  VC"aS  po  lte  and  considerate  towards  every  one,  and 
CfeOr  A™  • anf  ,afFec*l0nate  <o  bis  family  and  friends.  The  city  of 
Chillicothe  is  indebted  to  him  to  a greater  extent  than  many  of  its 
izens  are  aware,  for  its  present  admirable  common  school  establish- 
ti  " ’ an<  the  e-^stence  of  its  public  libraiy.  Almost  his  last  injunc- 
y|i. nle  W,as  * at  J-  should  make  the  etfort  to  recover  certain  very 

vearsnlrea  f T “ tie  Clt.v’  diverted  from  its  proper  uses  many 
of  ’ and’  wbm  recovered,  that  it  should  be  given  to  the  Board 
“d  library.”  “And,”  said  Colonel  Gilmore  to  the 
faction  “ i!S  n.leni0lrs. 111  1002>  w»th  an  expression  of  intense  satis- 
SumnLn?1/  1"Junc.t,on  after  years  of  effort,  carried  to  the 
i wctjfiL ant  fnntion  in  which  our  people  now  universally  take  much 
r fi  d.P-le-  Such  IS  the  affectionate  portraiture  of  his  father 

W W rTiV  °.  ^ motIler  he  thus"  writes:  “My  mother, 

born  here  in  Chillicothe,  O.,  on  the  first  day  of  Januarv,  1806,  was 

out  Vi ’®v®.?led'ocl'1ty  in  intellectual  vigor  and  intelligence.  Through- 
r , hfe  she  was  a constant  reader  of  sound  literature,  and  she 
1-,  ,an  exce  ont  memory.  In  affectionate  devotion  to  her  husband, 
cnimren  and  relatives,  no  woman  ever  excelled  her,  for  that  would 
be  impossibJe.”  The  father  of  this  excellent  woman  was  Joseph 
in  t\!’  umther  Govemor  Edward  Tiffin,  who  is  so  often  mentioned 
the  histories  of  Ross  county,  and  of  whom  Colonel  Gilmore  has 
-p  , en  and  published  a worthy  memoir.  Mrs.  Gilmore  died  on 
ruar)  0,  18*5,  and  her  hnsband  Avas  carried  off  suddenly  by 
b Parabrsis  on  May  2,  1876,  in  his  seventy-ninth  vear. 

n, t le  sPrin&  1839,  William  E.  Gilmore  entered  the  Ohio  uni- 
rsi  y at.  Athens,  but  left  that  institution  Avithout  a degree  in  the 
immer  of  1841.  His  father  desired  that  he  should  become  a law- 
'll/’ a°d  ln  obedience  to  this  request  young  Giimore  entered  the 
C^.°  reighton  & Green.  The  former,  Avho  Avas  something  of  a 
practical  joker,  placed  in  the  boy’s  hands  as  the  first  work  for  his 
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perusal,  the  eight  huge  and  heavy  volumes  of  “Bacon’s  Abridgement 
of  the  Law.”  The  next  few  months  were  spent  in  nibbling  at  this 
indigestible  mass  with  the  result  of  so  disgusting  the  student  with 
the  law,  that  he  abandoned  the  office  and  his  “reading”  at  the  same 
time.  This  was  in  1842  and  about  that  time  a great  “revival  of 
religion”  was  in  progress  at  Chillicothe.  Young  Gilmore,  in  com- 
mon with  hundreds  of  others,  was  profoundly  impressed  and  in  due 
time  formally  “joined  the  church.”  Determining  to  study  for  the 
Presbyterian  ministry,  lie  entered  Lane  Theological  Seminary  in 
1843,  studied  diligently  for  three  years  and  was  graduated  with 
marked  prominence  as  a bachelor  of  divinity.  December  10,  1846, 
Mr.  Gilmore  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  Betts,  of  Cincinnati,  and 
immediately  thereafter  entered  upon  the  study  of  the  law  in  earnest. 
He  became  a student  in  the  office  of  Judge  Oliver  M.  Spencer  and 
Richard  M.  Corwin  of  Cincinnati.  In  the  spring  of  1848,  having 
in  the  meantime  graduated  in  the  Cincinnati  law  college,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  practice,  by  the  supreme  court,  on  the  circuit 
From  his  earliest  youth,  Mr.  Gilmore  looked  with  horror  upon 
the  odious  system  of  human  slavery,  and  throughout  his  early  man- 
hood was  an  avowed  abolitionist  In  1846,  he  took  his  first  public 
part  in  politics  by  supporting  Samuel  Lewis,  the  anti-slavery  candi- 
date for  governor  against  both  Whig  and  Democrat  nominees.  In 
1848,  he  “took  the  stump”  in  support  of  Van  Buren  and  Adams,  the 
free-soil  candidates  for  president  and  vice-president  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  became  a charter  member, 
and  always  gave  loyal  and  unselfish  support  to  its  candidates  and 
policies.  He  was  a prominent  speaker  (and  with  the  exception  of 
the  late  Samuel  L.  Wallace,  the  only  one  in  Ross  county)  for  the 
Republicans  during  the  memorable  campaign  of  1860,  which 
resulted  in  Lincoln’s  election  to  the  presidency.  After  a visit  to 
Washington  in  March,  1861,  Mr.  Gilmore  became  convinced  that 
the  Southern  leaders  were  determined  on  secession  and  civil  war ; 
and  upon  returning  to  his  home  in  Ohio,  he  arranged  to  get  the  news 
promptly  of  the  first  overt  act,  and  when  the  announcement  was 
made  that  Fort  Sumter  had  been  fired  upon,  he  immediately  issued 
handbills  calling  for  a public  meeting  to  enlist  soldiers.  He  had 
prepared  a muster  roll  in  advance,  to  which  his  own  name  was  signed 
first,  and  at  the  subsequent  meeting  a full  company  of  one  hundred 
men  was  formed.  Governor  Dennison  was  notified’  by  telegraph,  but 
as  the  president  s proclamation  had  not  yet  been  issued,  the  company 
was  not  formally  accepted  for  several  days  but  left  home  under  orders 
on  the  21st  of  April,  1861,  for  Camp  Jackson.  It  subsequently 
became  Company  A of  the  Twenty-second  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
organized  under  the  president’s  first  call  for  troops,  and  soon  after- 
ward the  regiment  was  placed  under  command  of  Colonel  Gilmore. 
They  were  ordered  into  Virginia  by  way  of  Parkersburg,  late  in 
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May,  and  served  there  until  the  middle  of  August  in  various  kinds 
of  duties  over  a wide  area  of  territory.  The  men  had  been  enlisted 
for  the  three  months’  service,  ending  July  21st,  and  much  difficulty 
and  delay  attended  the  reorganizations  for  longer  terms,  because  of 
the  large  number  of  new  regiments  which  had  been  authorized,  and 
which  were  being  gathered  in  southern  Ohio.  Eventually  six  full 
companies  recruited  by  Colonel  Gilmore  were  consolidated  with  the 
Sixty-third  Ohio  at  Marietta,  this  being  effected  by  Colonel  Gil- 
more’s unselfish  and  patriotic  conduct  in  voluntarily  yielding  the 
first  place  to  another  and  accepting  the  lieutenant-colonelcy  of  the 
new  regiment.  In  February,  1862,  they  were  ordered  to  report  to 
General  Sherman  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  thence  on  to  General  Pope’s 
army  then  organizing  in  Missouri.  The  new  arrangements  and  asso- 
ciations made  matters  so  disagreeable  for  Colonel  Gilmore  that  they 
in  time  became  intolerable.  The  colonel  placed  over  him  was  jeal- 
ous, selfish  and  passionate;  his  old  men  murmured  because  Colonel 
Gilmore  had  been  deprived  of  the  command,  and  bickerings,  mutual 
distrust  and  heart-burnings  finally  became  such  that  after  a year’s 
service  Colonel  Gilmore  resigned  and  came  home,  but  continued  in 
every  possible  way  to  aid  the  Union  cause. 

In  May,  1866,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Springfield,  Mo., 
and  he  settled  down  with  the  intention  of  abandoning  partisan  poli- 
tics forever  and  devoting  himself  exclusively  to  business.  But  his 
reputation  as  a speaker  had  gone  before  him  and  he  had  not  got  well 
settled  in  his  new  home  until  a committee  of  prominent  citizens 
called  on  him  to  meet  one  of  the  rampant  Democratic  orators  of  Mis- 
souri on  the  platform.  In  those  days  all  political  discussions  took 
the  form  of  debate  in  southwest  Missouri.  This  threw  him  into  the 
current,  and  from  that  on  for  years  he  was  actively  and  conspicuously 
connected  with  the  heated  and  acrimonious  political  contests  that 
distinguish  Missouri  in  the  late  sixties.  He  became  a leader  of  his 
party  and  obtained  recognition  as  one  of  its  ablest  speakers.  In 
1868,  Colonel  Gilmore  was  offered  the  nomination  for  Congress  in 
the  Fourth  (Mo.)  district,  but  declined  on  the  ground  that  the  sit- 
ting member  who  was  a Republican,  was  entitled  to  re-election.  By 
his  subsequent  work  in  the  campaign  he  saved  his  party  from  the 
defeat  threatened  by  a dangerous  bolt  Colonel  Gilmore  became 
prominent  in  the  Liberal  Republican  movement  in  Missouri  to  re-en- 
franchise  those  who  had  been  deprived  of  the  rights  of  suffrage  by 
the  vindictive  legislation  which  had  been  enacted  during  the  civil 
war.  It  was  a long,  bitter  and  relentless  struggle  but  finally  ended 
in  the  triumph  of  liberal  principles.  Colonel  Gilmore  was  again 
tendered  the  nomination  for  ( Vmgress,  but  refused  it  because  the 
platform  by  which  it  was  accompanied  favored  the  continuance  of 
disfranchising  clauses  of  the  State  constitution.  Later  on  he  was 
nominated  as  an  independent  candidate  on  a liberal  platform  and, 
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after  a campaign  of  great  force  and  brilliancy,  was  defeated,  though 
he  cut  down  the  original  majority  by  thousands  of  votes.  In  1869, 
Colonel  Gilmore  had  strong  support  for  the  United  States  senate, 
but  for  personal  and  business  reasons  declined  to  make  the  race,  urg- 
ing his  friends  to  support  Carl  Scliurz,  who  was  afterwards  elected. 
In  1872  Colonel  Gilmore  was  nominated  for  lieutenant-governor  of 
Missouri,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had  not  been  long  enough 
in  the  State  by  about  six  weeks  to  be  eligible  to  this  office,  he  was 
compelled  to  decline  the  honor.  Owing  to  business  losses  caused  by 
a son-in-law,  in  the  panic  of  1873,  Colonel  Gilmore  returned  to 
Ohio  and  resumed  his  law  practice  in  the  same  office  he  had  aban- 
doned in  1861  to  go  to  war,  and  continued  the  practice  so  long  as 
health  permitted ; broken  only  by  a term  as  postmaster  of  his  native 
city.  Colonel  Gilmore’s  first  wife  died  in  August,  1862,  and  in 
October,  1863,  he  married  again,  his  second  wife  being  Ellen,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  P.  and  Angeline  (Crippen)  Brown,  of  Athens,  Ohio. 
All  the  children  by  his  first  marriage  are  long  since  dead.  By  the 
second  marriage  there  were  born  three  children,  Charles  P.,  Tiffin 
and  Ellen,  who  survive.  During  his  long  life,  Colonel  Gilmore  had 

j °yed  most  of  the  time  robust  health ; but  he  contracted  rheumatic 
gout  in  the  army,  which  afterwards  caused  him  much  pain  at  fre- 
quent intervals.  During  the  last  year  or  two  he  has  been  an  invalid 
confined  to  his  room  by  that  painful  disease,  without  hope  of  ulti- 
mate recovery,  but  still  full  of  the  spirit  and  determination  which 
characterized  his  whole  career,  and  when  able  to  use  his  pen,  has 
employed  it  writing  much  local  history  and  considerable  verse,  of 
which  he  has  published  comparatively  little,  but  may  vet  give  more 
of  it.  to  the  reading  world. 

Thus  far,  this  sketch  of  Colonel  Gilmore  has  been  gathered  and 
written  by  the  representative  of  this  history,  without  his  knowledge, 
or  submission  of  it  to  his  inspection.  After  it  had  been  put  in  type, 
it  was  read  to  him  at  his  bedside.  He  listened  attentively,  and  at  its 
conclusion  gravely  and  solemnly  said : “What  a record  of  failures 

it  is . But  in,  at  least,  partial  explanation  of  that  I can  truthfully 
assert  that  I never  but  once  asked  my  political  party  for  official  posi- 
tion. Such  few  candidacies  as  have  come  to  me  have  been  entirely 
unsolicited  by  me  I have  never  intrigued  or  clamored  for  ‘recog- 
nition, nor  bent  the  pregnant  hinges  of  the  knees’  to  rings,  caucuses, 
or  powers  ‘that  thrift  might  follow  fawning.’  I never  in  mv  whole 
hie  participated  m a secret  political  cabal  or  caucus,  although  very 

i v S0,’  0r  1 have  ahvays  "ith  old  Samuel 

Adams,  that  political  secrets  ought  not  to  exist  in  a democratic  or 
epubhean  government.  Besides  this,  I have  always  voted  to  fill 

io  ^ .iv  r";mrp  /xec',lt,ive  offices  with  th*  candidates  whom  I 
Zd  I w fy  b!hfved'VOuld  serve  tl»e  interests  of  the  people  best; 
and  I have  so  voted  without  secrecy  or  concealment.  All  this  being 
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tnie,  I could  not  expect,  nor  did  I ever  receive  much  personal  favor 
from  the  political  bosses  and  rings  that  exist  ‘to  manage  things’  in 
every  county  and  district  of  this  country.  And  finally,  even  my  best 
friends  say— and  I admit  with  some  reason— that  I am  naturally 
somewhat  stubborn  and  unmanageable.  Do  these  facts  explain  and 
account  for  my  failures  in  life?  Perhaps  so;  but  Ido  not  very 
greatly  regret  the  failures.”  ^ 

John  W.  Goldsberry,  attorney-at-law,  of  Chillicothe,  is  a native 
ol  Petersburg,  Highland  county,  Ohio,  bom  October  21,  1852  His 
parents  were  Delay  F.  and  Sarah  J.  (Fisher)  Goldsberry,  both 
natives  of  Ross  county.  The  father  learned  the  trade  of  black- 
smithing  in  youth  and  followed  it  for  about  twenty-five  years.  Later 
e became  a .merchant  and  for  eighteen  years  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Chillicothe.  His  wife  died  while  still  in  young  woman- 
■ °°  vr  ^ a family  of  six  children,  of  whom  only  two  are  liv- 

ing, Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  English  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
alter  was  educated  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  university,  being  gradu- 
ated from  the  classical  course  in  1878.  Mr.  Goldsberry  taught  school 
lor  seven  years  while  completing  his  education,  in  this  wav  earning 
money  to  pay  the  expenses.  In  1879,  he  began  the  study  of  law  and 
m 1881  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  supreme  and  local  courts, 
kince  that  tune  he  has  been  engaged  in  regular  practice  at  Chilli- 
cotiie  and  has  been  successful,  both  professionally  and  financially. 
April  29,  1886,  Mr.  Goldsberry  was  married  to  Susanna  M.  Offutt, 
a native  of  Chillicothe  and  daughter  of  Joseph  H.  and  Maria 
(iVlmear)  Offutt.  The  parents  are  both  deceased  and  a son,  Newton 
y name,  is  a member  of  Mr.  Goldsberry’s  family.  During  his  life- 
time Mr.  Offutt  was  very  successful  in  business*  and  amassed  a for- 
tune  in  milling  and  fanning.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goldsberry  have  three 
children  whose  names  are  Joseph  F.,  John  P.,  and  Paul,  aged  fifteen, 
ten  and  five  years  respectively.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Walnut  street  Methodist  church. 


John  Goodchild,  fruit-grower  and  stock-raiser,  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive and  prosperous  farmers  in  the  eastern  part  of  Scioto  town- 
slup.  He  is  a sample  of  the  many  strong  men  sent  from  the  “tight 
little  isle”  beyond  the  sea  to  every  country  of  the  civilized  world,  to 
e great  advantage  of  their  citizenship.  His  parents  were  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Wilson)  Goodchild,  both  English  bom  and  bred,  the 
ormer  a shoemaker  who  followed  his  trade  for  a livelihood  up  to  the 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  fifty-eight  years  old. 
-the  children  of  this  couple  were  nine  in  number,  of  whom  two  died 
in  infancy,  the  others  in  order  of  birth  being  as  follows:  Turner, 

Eouisa,  Emily,  George,  Mary,  John  and  William.  Aside  from 
Oeorge,  who  lives  at  Cardington,  Ohio,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
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all  the  children  remained  in  their  native  country.  John  Goodchild, 
sixth  of  the  family,  was  born  at  Hertfordshire,  England,  March  9, 
1843.  He  came  to  this  country  in  1802,  when  the  civil  war  was  in 
full  blast,  and  soon  catching  the  prevailing  fever  he  sought  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  become  a soldier.  Joining  Captain  Musser’s 
company,  which  became  H of  the  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  regi- 
ment Ohio  infantry,  he  was  mustered  into  the  six  months’  service. 
The  command  was  sent  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  from  there  to  Cumberland 
Gap  and  Knoxville,  returning  from  the  latter  place  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  they  were  discharged.  Mr.  Goodchild  came  directly  to 
Chillicothe  in  March  and  in  the  following  May  re-enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D,  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  regiment  Ohio  infanfry,  under 
Capt,  Raymond  Alston.  This  force  was  sent  to  Baltimore  for  guard 
duty,  later  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Monocacy  in  July,  1864, 
between  Early  and  Lew  Wallace,  and  the  engagement  at  Snicker’s 
Gap.  After  this  they  were  sent  up  the  Shenandoah  valley,  then  back 
to  Camp  Dennison,  where  they  were  mustered  out  at  the  expiration 
of  their  term  of  enlistment.  After  being  mustered  out  Mr.  Good- 
child  spent  a short  time  at  Chillicothe  and  then  went  to  California, 
where  he  remained  eight  years.  In  1873  he  returned  to  Chillicothe, 
engaged  in  farming,  and  on  August  23,  1873,  was  married  to  Agnes 
Warboys.  This  lady  was  bom  in  England,  June  3,  1854,  and  came 
to  Ohio  in  1863  with  her  parents,  Joseph  and  Maria  Warboys,  who 
settled  near  Chillicothe  and  there  ended  their  days.  Mr.  Goodchild 
settled  with  his  bride  on  a farm  recently  purchased  by  himself  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  Scioto  township,  on  which  he  has  since  resided, 
and  so  greatly  improved  the  same  that  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  com- 
fortable homes  in  the  county.  Mr.  Goodchild  does  general  farming 
and  stockraising,  also  paying  considerable  attention  to  fruit-grow- 
ing. In  addition  to  the  home  place  of  100  acres,  he  has  charge  of 
200  acres  of  the  Seymour  farm,  all  of  which  he  manages  and  culti- 
vates by  modern  methods.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  school 
board  for  about  fourteen  years  and  belongs  to  Brown  post,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Chillicothe.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodchild  have 
had  thirteen  children : Elizabeth  M.,  wife  of  John  Davis  of  Colum- 

bus Ohio;  Walter  A.  G.,  also  of  Columbus;  Lillian  M.,  George  O. 
and  Joseph  D.,  at  home;  Eliza  W.,  of  Columbus;  Emily  N.,  Daisy 
E.,  Leslie  W John  L.,  Earl  B.  and  Mary  A.,  at  home;  Louisa  died 
m infancy.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Presbvterian  church. 


Darnel  Goodman,  late  of  Green  township,  Ross  county,  was  one  of 
hose  industrious  and  unobtrusive  men  who  lead  quiet,  unpretentious 
lives  but  gain  the  good  will  of  all  by  kindliness  of  disposition  and 
readiness  to  help  their  neighbors.  He  was  bom  August  6,  1834  in 
the  township  where  he  spent  all  of  Ids  life  and  finally  met  death 
with  that  composure  which  comes  of  the  consciousness  of  a life  well 
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spent  and  duty  well  performed.  His  parents  were  Daniel  and  Eliza- 
, betli  (Charles)  Goodman,  who  are  mentioned  in  another  part  of  this 
work.  Being  born  and  bred  on  a farm  and  drilled  in  all  the  details 
of  such  work,  Mr.  Goodman  after  reaching  man’s  estate  pursued 
the  calling  of  his  father  and  remained  to  his  last  day  a cultivator  of 
the  soil.  In  a quiet,  modest  way  he  participated  in  all  township 
affairs,  held  various  minor  offices,  such  as  that  of  school  director, 
and  owing  to  his  business  qualifications  and  integrity  of  character 
was  often  called  on  to  act  as  administrator  of  estates.  His  indus- 
trious habits  and  good  management  were  rewarded  with  success,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Goodman  owned  considerable  property, 
including  154  acres  of  land.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
order  and  punctual  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  at  the  lodge  in 
Chillicothe.  January  1,  1873,  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  and  Lydia  Miller,  a worthy  couple  who  have  received 
due  notice  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The  three  children  resulting 
from  this  union  were  all  given  good  educations  by  their  fond  parents 
and  started  out  in  life  with  prospects  of  successful  careers. 
George  O.  Goodman,  eldest  of  the  children,  was  born  November  8, 
1873.  Daniel  Jerry  Goodman  was  born  December  30,  1874,  went 
through  the  Kingston  high  school  and  settled  down  as  a farmer  on 
the  old  homestead.  He  married  Effie  Dresbach  and  they  have  two 
children:  Kenneth  F.  and  Mary  Thelma.  He  has  served  in  the 

city  council  and  is  a member  of  the  Kingston  lodge,  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Edna  G.,  the  only  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  E.  Good- 
man, was  born  July  23,  1879,  and  graduated  at  the  Kingston  high 
school  in  1890.  October  3,  1900,  she  was  married  to  Joseph  H. 
Dunkel,  of  Pickaway  county,  and  has  one  child,  Elizabeth  G.  Daniel 
Goodman,  the  father  of  this  interesting  family,  died  April  18,  1888, 
his  death  l>eing  caused  by  a stone  cancer  in  the  region  of  the 
stomach.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Goodman,  who  survives  her  husband,  is  a 
well  educated  lady,  having  benefited  in  her  youth  from  excellent 
private  schools  in  Kingston  and  Chillicothe  and  finished  a course  at 
the  Normal  university  of  Lebanon,  Ohio.  When  a young  lady  she 
had  charge  of  district  schools  and  afterward  taught  several  years  in 
Chillicothe.  She  is  a business  woman  and  superintends  her  own 
affairs  with  good  judgment,  being  a stockholder  in  the  Scioto  \ alley 
bank  and  owner  of  a business  and  dwelling  building  in  Kingston. 
Since  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Goodman  purchased  166  acres  of 
land  immediately  adjoining  the  town  of  Kingston  and  with  her  fam- 
ily also  owns  a tract  of  150  acres  on  the  Scioto  river. 


Hon.  Oliver  P.  Goodman,  residing  near  Kingston,  has  long  been 
conspicuously  identified  with  the  political,  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural affairs  of  Ross  county.  He  has  represented  the  county  in  the 
legislature,  assisted  in  the  promotion  of  financial  institutions  and 
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rendered  valuable  service  to  agriculture  in  connection  with  legisla- 
tion affecting  the  live  stock  industry.  Mr.  Goodman  comes  naturally 
by  his  tastes  for  farm  life,  as  his  ancestors,  as  far  back  as  the  records 
go,  were  tillers  of  the  soil.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  America 
was  George  Goodman  who  came  from  Germany  to  Pennsylvania  in 
the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Catherine  Gouger,  who 
subsequently  became  his  wife,  was  a woman  of  notable  character  in 
many  respects  and  one  whose  life's  history  was  filled  with  interesting 
and  pathetic  details.  She  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1732  and 
brought  in  infancy  to  Northumberland  county,  Pa.  In  those  days 
all  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  was  a borderland,  subject  to  forays  by 
the  Indians  and  often  the  scene  of  bloody  massacres.  In  one  of  their 
inroads,  Catherine  Gouger  and  a younger  brother  were  taken  pris- 
oners by  the  savages.  The  boy  was  killed,  but  tbe  girl,  then  twelve 
years  old,  was  adopted  by  the  tribe  and  shared  their  wild  mode  of 
life  for  about  eight  years.  Being  then  a young  woman,  she  managed 
in  some  way  to  make  her  escape  and  returned  to  the  scenes  of  her 
early  childhood  only  to  find  her  mother  dead  and  the  home  aban- 
doned. Long  years  afterwards,  when  living  in  Ohio,  she  was  able 
to  point  out  the  trails  along  which  she  traveled  with  the  Indians 
while  their  captive.  She  recognized  their  camping  grounds  in  the 
very  locality  in  Ross  county  where  she  subsequently  settled.  On  one 
of  these  spots,  so  the  family  traditions  relate,  where  she  had  slept  in 
childhood  with  the  Indians,  she  had  a lot  cleared  off  for  a cemetery 
and  there  when  the  final  summons  came  her  body  found  its  last 
resting  place.  Shortly  after  her  return  from  captivitv,  Catherine 
Gouger  was  married  to  George  Goodman  and  bore  him  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Among  the  former  was  John  Good- 
man, who  was  born  while  his  parents  lived  in  Berks  county,  Pa.  He 
married  Charlotte  Shuck,  came  to  Ross  county  in  1797,  bought  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Green  township,  and  in  the  following  vear 
brought  his  family  there  for  final  settlement.  In  addition  to"  his 
main  work  as  a.  farmer,  John  Goodman  conducted  one  of  those  way- 
side  inns  so  indispensable  to  travelers  before  the  days  of  railroads 
and  city  hotels.  At  this  modest  hostelrys  in  Green  township  many 
prominent  men  were  entertained  during  their  trips  through  the 
country,  and  it  was  the  proud  boast  of  Landlord  Goodman  that 
President  Monroe  himself  had  slept  under  his  roof  and  also  General 
Hull,  when  on  his  way  to  take  command  of  troops  in  the  Northwest 
Territory.  After  a life  of  adventure  and'  hardshio,  this  sturdv  pio- 
neer  was  called  to  his  final  rest  July  15,  1830,  aged  sixty-eight  Vears, 
the  date  of  his  wife  s death  being  April  23,  1825.  Their  son,  David 
Goodman,  was  born  in  Green  township  in  1801,  and  grew  up  to  be 
a man  of  strongly  marked  character.  When  in  his  earlv  manhood 
it  was  his  custom  to  make  four  trips  a year  to  New  Orleans  on  flat-, 
boats  loaded  with  flour,  bacon,  whisky  and  other  merchandise  of  the 
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Scioto  Valiev  which  found  a ready;  market  in  the  great  southern 
metropolis.  His  regular  occupation  was  farming,  which,  with  his 
other  enterprises,  was  carried  on  so  successfully  as  to  enable  him  to 
accumulate  a handsome  competence,  including  seven  hundred  acres 
of  land.  He  was  a man  of  excellent  business  sense  and  strictest 
integrity  in  all  his  dealings.  He  would  never  bring  suit  against 
anyone,  nor  subject  himself  to  litigation  at  the  hands  of  others. 
Strong  in  his  convictions  and  firm  in  the  assertion  of  his  beliefs,  he 
stood  up  with  only  seven  others 'in  Green  township  to  attest  his 
Democracy  by  voting  for  Andrew  Jackson.  March  3,  1833,  David 
Goodman  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Cullum,  a woman  every  way 
worthy  to  be  the  consort  of  such  a man.  She  was  born  in  Maryland 
in  1812  and  came  to  Ross  county  in  1815  with  her  parents,  George 
and  Xanev  (Gallaway)  Cullum,  both  of  whom  died  within  a few 
years  after  their  arrival.  David  Goodman  and  wife  reared  a fam- 
ily of  four  children : Ellen  Dunlap,  Oliver  P.,  Margaret  Imnael, 

and  Mary  E.  Umsted.  The  father  died  March  12,  1891.  Oliver  P. 
Goodman  was  born  on  the  family  homestead  in  Green  township 
April  27,  1S39.  He  attended  the  Mount  Pleasant  Academy  in 
Kingston  and  was  graduated  in  1862,  after  which  he  took  charge  as 
superintendent  of  his  father’s  farm  acting  in  that  capacity  until 
1871.  He  then  removed  to  a farm  which  he  had  purchased  two 
miles  west  of  Kingston,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  In  1883, 
Mr.  Goodman  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  as  a representa- 
tive of  Ross  county  in  the  state  legislature,  served  two  years  and 
declined  a renomination.  Mr.  Goodman  rendered  valuable  sendee 
to  his  constituents  as  member  of  the  committees  on  Agriculture,  Pub- 
lic "Works  and  Public  Ways,  being  chairman  of  the  last  mentioned. 
He  also  had  the  honor  of  membership  of  the  special  committee  which 
had  charge  of  the  presentation  of  the  statue  of  'William  Allen  as 
Ohio’s  contribution  to  Memorial  Hall  in  Washington.^  He  was 
largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  legislation  creating  the  Ohio 
Live  Stock  commission,  and  it  was  a fitting  and  graceful  act  on  the 
part  of  Governor  Campbell  to  appoint  him  a member  of  that  com- 
mission, on  which  he  served  three  years  acceptably  to  all  concerned. 
Mr.  Goodman  was  a charter  member  of  the  Scioto  Valley  bank  and 
one  of  its  directors  since  the  organization  in  1883.  He  has  long 
been  a valued  and  enthusiastic  worker  in  Odd  Fellowship,  having 
filled  all  the  subordinate  positions  in  that  order,  and  served  for  two 
years  as  district  grand  master  of  his  district.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  first  master  of  the  Scioto  grange  of  Kingston.  Octo- 
ber 17,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Dorcas  Kelley,  whose  grandparents 
came  to  Ohio  from  Frederick  county,  Va.,  in  1803.  The  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodman  are  Harriet,  wife  of  A.  W.  Jones,  a civil 
engineer  of  Kingston : Alice,  Mamie  and  David  K. 
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James  C.  Gragg  was  born  in  Twin  township,  Ross  county,  May 
21,  1859.  His  parents  were  George  W.  and  Ruth  A.  (Gilfillan) 
Gragg,  the  former' a native  of  Ross  county  and  bom x in  February, 
1832.  James  Gragg,  father  of  George  W.,  came  from  his  native 
Pennsylvania  to  Ross  county  about  1800  and  settled  on  a farm  now 
occupied  by  W.  A.  Jones.  He  married  Catherine  Devoss,  and  they 
had  six  children,  of  whom  Samuel,  J ames  and  Andrew  are  dead. 
The  three  living  are  Michael,  William  and  George  W.  The  latter 
was  a mere  child  when  his  father  died,  and  had  to  hustle  for  himself 
when  ten  or  twelve  years  old.  After  picking  up  a meager  education 
he  worked  by  the  month  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old.  At 
that  time  he  married  Ruth  A.  Gilfillan  and  lived  on  a rented  place 
for  some  fifteen  years,  when  he  bought  the  farm  now  owned  by  John 
Gragg.  He  sold  this  property  in  1895  and  moved  to  Bourneville, 
where  he  now  resides,  and  where  his  wife  died  the  same  year  of  his 
arrival.  They  had  five  children,  of  whom  Alexander,  Adam  and 
Elizabeth  are  dead,  the  living  ones  being  James  C.  and  Ida,  who  is 
the  wife  of  IT.  L.  Corcoran  of  Pickaway  eonnty.  James  C.  Gragg 
was  educated  at  the  district  schools  and' went  to  Bourneville,  where 
he  cleiked  for  Joseph  Burgess  for  about  seven  years.  He  was 
appointed  postmaster  by  Cleveland  and  held  the  position  under  both 
administrations  of  that  president.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  he 
engaged  in  business  with  J.  L.  Baum,  and  subsequently  with  others, 

icooV10"  co"d,"cti1nf  same  alone.  Mr.  Gragg  is  interested  in 
10,000  acres  of  land  lying  in  Ross  and  Highland  counties,  Ohio,  and 
in  \ lrgima  near  Norfolk.  It  is  largely  covered  by  timber  and  the 
object  is  to  cut  the  lumber  and  develop  the  property  on  a large  scale. 
Mr.  Gragg  expects  to  spend  most  of  his  time  in  Virginia  looking 
a ter  his  interests  there.  He  is  a member  of  the  Chillicothe  com- 
mandery,  bio.  8,  Knights  Templar,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  at 
?rn  \VU  f’  X°;  o ' FV"!  Val,ev  lod^  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Mod- 
Tn  IRsT  Tp  &°Um  S?lem  and  l'elon?s  to  the  Methodist  church. 

whombe  b ^°Tirie\\VVaS  married  to  Marguerite  Shoults,  bv 
hom  he  has  had  three  children,  Rodney,  Elizabeth  and  Foss  II.  “ 

sh^^^P  ®ra'r7ne  °f  the  popnlar  farmers  of  Concord  town- 
ship,  like  his  ancestors  for  many  generations,  is  a native  of  Virginia. 

His  grandparents  were  Silas  and  Elizabeth  Graham,  the  former  a 
planter  ,n  tlm  eastern  part  of  the  State  and  a man  of  C in  the  Old 

-iKsnU  S„™,  ”h s v.** old  ^ 

Ohio.  Their  ™*  !° 

whom  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  followed tZVme  for'aTive- 
hbood  as  long  as  he  remained  in  Virginia  Tn  Pnriv  i i i. 

~ S"*1’  » eastern  VI^JSSTImE 
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whom  he  removed  to  Ohio  in  1863  and  settled  in  Fayette  county. 
Subsequently  a number  of  changes  of  residence  were  made  to  differ- 
ent counties,  including  Clinton  and  Madison  and  finally  Eoss.  Dur- 
ing his  eight  years’  stay  in  Fayette  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
the  same  occupation  was  resumed  on  arriving  in  Eoss  county.  Of 
the  eight  children  born  to  Silas  and  Sarah  Graham,  four  are  dead : 
Elizabeth,  Sarah  B.,  Ella  and  Willie;  the  others  are  Philip,  A.  J., 
Eliza  O.  and  Silas.  A.  J . Graham,  third  of  the  children,  was  born 
in  Virginia  January  11,  1854,  and  remained  at  home  until  eighteen 
years  old.  He  then  obtained  work  by  the  month  and  was  so  employed 
for  several  years  until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Melvina  Bowen,  whose 
parents  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Eoss  county.  They  have 
had  seven  children:  Marcus  (deceased),  Eoy,  Flora,'  Lee,  William, 

Carl  and  Henry.  They  located  for  a while  in  Deerfield  township, 
but  shortly  afterward  purchased  the  place  where  thev  now  reside. 
Mr.  Graham  has  been  school  director  for  six  years  and  is  a member 
of  Frankfort  lodge,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  The  family 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Peter  Griesheimer,  the  well  known  gardener  and  truck  dealer, 
who  has  followed  that  business  at  Chillicothe  for  more  than  a genera- 
tion, is  one  of  the  representative  German-American  citizens  of  Eoss 
county.  The  native  place  of  the  family  was  Lampertheim,  a town 
of  the  German  state  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  situated  on  the  river 
Ehine.  There,  in  1706,  Jacob  Griesheimer  was  born,  and  there  he 
lived  until  he  was  fifty-two  years  old.  According  to  the  strict  mili- 
tary laws  of  Germany,  he  was  compelled  to  enter  the  army  in  early 
pianhood  and  his  service,  covering  a period  of  three  years,  happened 
at  the  time  when  his  country  was  at  war.  with  Eussia.  He  married 
Lizzie  Griesheimer,  one  of  his  townswomen,  and  by  her  had  three 
children,  Mary,  Lizzie  and  Martin,  the  latter,  a resident  of  Chilli- 
cothe, being  the  only  one  living.  In  the  course  of  time  the  first 
wife  died  and  in  1830,  Jacob  married  Margaret  Griesheimer,  with 
whom  he  lived  in  Germany  until  1848  and  then  turned  his  face 
towards  distant  America.  After  a tempestuous  voyage  of  forty-five 
days,  the  Griesheimers  were  landed  at  Castle  Garden,  sought  speedy 
passage  to  Ohio  and  located  at  Chillicothe.  There  the  head  of  the 
house  purchased  a small  tract  of  land  on  which  he  settled  with  his 
family  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  gardening  and  trucking. 
By  his  second  marriage  there  were  four  children : Adam,  Peter, 

Cathrine  (wife  of  Tobias  Etinger  of  Chillicothe)  and  Conrad, 
deceased.  In  the  fullness  of  years  the  old  people  were  gathered  to 
their  fathers  and  their  remains  rest  in  Greenlawn  cemetery.  Peter 
Griesheimer,  second  of  the  last  family  of  children,  was  born  in  Lam- 
pertheim, Germany,  March  12,  1835.  He  received  his  education 
before  leaving  his  native  country,  and  after  reaching  Ohio,  remained 
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with  his  parents  as  assistant  in  the  work  on  which  they  depended  for 
support.  When  he  reached  the  marriageable  age  he  selected  as  his 
wife  Margaret  Dorn,  also  a native  of  Lampertheim,  "who  came  to 
Chillicothe  about  five  years  later  than  her  future  husband.  Mr. 
Griesheimer  built  a house  for  the  occupancy  of  his  bride  in  the  same 
year  that  witnessed  his  marriage  and  in  this  he  has  ever  since  resided. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children:  Peter,  William, 

Henry  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  In  1891,  the  first  wife  suc- 
cumbed to  consumption  and  in  1893  Mr.  Griesheimer  married  Rosa 
Fox  Klotz,  a native  of  Bavaria  who  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1868.  From  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  this  country,  he  has  been 
engaged  in  gardening  and  has  found  in  this  congenial  occupation 
both  pleasure  and  profit.  Besides  the  home  place,  Mr.  Griesheimer 
owns  an  additional  tract  of  135  acres  and  a few  years  ago  was  able 
to  present' each  of  his  boys  a farm.  His  prosperity  is  well  deserved, 
as  he  has  been  an  industrious  man  all  his  life  and  a model  citizen 
in  every  respect.  His  son  Henry,  who  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
men  in  the  county,  is  at  present  member  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners. Mr.  Griesheimer  is  a member  of  the  First  Evangelical 
Protestant  church  and  belongs  to  the  Society  of  German  Pioneers. 

Douglas  R.  Grifiin,  of  Gillespieville,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Liberty  township,  is  a descendant  of  an  old  and  patriotic  Virginia 
family.  Ilis  grandparents  were  Samuel  and  Mary  (Wesson)  Grif- 
fin, whose  ancestors  were  in  the  Continental  service  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  and  received  warrants  for  land  in  the  Virginia 
military  district  of  Ohio.  Later,  in  the  great  civil  war,  the  descend- 
ants of  the  family  in  \ irginia  fought  for  their  state,  espousing  the 
cause  of  the  Confederacy,  some  giving  their  lives,  others  their  for- 
tunes and  falling  from  affluence  to  poverty.  Xotable  among  these 
was  V illiam  V esson,  a cousin  of  Mary  Wesson,  who  devoted  a great 
fortune  to  the  equipment  of  the  Confederate'  troops.  Among  the 
brothers  of  Samuel  Griffin,  all  men  of  influence,  were  S aba t,"  who 
became  a captain  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  John,  also  a Confed- 
erate official,  who,  after  the  war  was  over,  was  made  county  judge 
Bninswi(*k  county,  \ a.  Samuel  Griffin  and  his  wife  came  from 
\ irginia  early  in  their  married  life,  in  the  year  1832,  and  settling 
in  Ross  county,  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  there.  Their  son,  Abdal- 
lah, father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Brunswick 
county,  V a.,  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ross  county,  and  on  reach- 
ing  manhood  married  Emza,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Rachael 
(Dixon)  Ra tcli ft,  both  natives  of  Chatham  county,  X C These 
parents  came  to  Ross  county  in  1804,  and  Simon  Ratcliff  became  a 
man  of  prominence,  and  the  owner  of  600  acres  of  land.  He  was 
one  of  the  county  commissioners  when  the  Chillicothe  courthouse  was 
built,  and  was  remunerated,  according  to  the  scale  of  public  expendi- 
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ture  of  those  days,  with  a salary  of  $35  a year.  Abdallah  Griffin 
and  his  wife  lived  upon  their  farm  home,  he  being  quite  extensively 
engaged  in  agriculture,  and  had  a family  of  four  children,  of  whom 
two  are  living:  Douglas  R.  and  Dolly,  who  married  Samuel  Bow- 

ser, and  has  three  children — Mary  G.,  Abdallah,  and  Charlie. 
Douglas  R.  Griffin  was  bom  in  Liberty  township,  Ross  county,  Octo- 
ber 24,  1856,  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  educated  in  the 
district  school  and  at  a commercial  college  at  Dayton,  O.  After 
beginning  business  life  he  was  at  different  times  engaged  in  operat- 
ing a grist  mill  and  lumber  mill  and  in  mercantile  business  at  Gil- 
lespieville.  His  principal  occupation,  however,  is  fanning,  and  he 
has  charge  of  the  homestead  of  about  a thousand  acres  of  land,  his 
management  of  which  testifies  to  his  ability.  On  February  5,  1900, 
he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Allie  Cain,  whose  maiden  name  was  Dobbins. 
Her  father  was  a soldier  of  the  Union  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 
By  this  marriage  Mr.  Griffin  has  a son,  Phil  D.,  born  March  3,  1902. 

Matthias  J.  Grohe,  of  the  firm  of  Ware  & Grolie,  undertakers,  in 
Chillicothe,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  that  city,  being  born  there  on  J une 
10,  1874.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Pauline  (Kcllhefer)  Grohe. 
Jacob  Grohe  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
when  a youth  of  eighteen  years.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  bakery  and 
grocery  business,  which  he  has  continued  successfully  to  the  present 
time,  being  rated  as  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  Chillicothe.  His 
wife  is  a native  of  Ross  county  and  has  lived  there  all  her  life.  They 
have  a family  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  Matthias  is 
the  eldest.  The  others  are  Elizabeth,  at  home  with  her  parents,  and 
William,  who  is  employed  in  his  fathers  business.  Matthias  J. 
Grohe  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Chillicothe,  worked  with 
his  father  in  youth  and  when  twenty  years  old  began  to  learn  the 
undertaker’s  business.  He  retained  employment  in  this  line  until 
1898,  when  he  formed  a partnership  with  C.  J.  Ware,  which  still 
continues.  They  carry  a full  line  of  caskets  and  funeral  supplies, 
and  are  thus  fully  equipped  for  the  successful  operation  of  their 
business  in  all  its  details.  Both  partners  in  the  firm  are  competent 
embalmers  and  understand  all  the  technical  features  connected  with 
the  business.  November  21,  1900,  Mr.  Grohe  was  married  to 
Mary  C.  Dorsey,  daughter  of  Tlios.  J.  Dorsey,  a passenger  engineer 
of  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  who  was  killed  in  a railroad  accident  when  Mrs. 
Grohe  was  a child.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine 
Cruse,  is  now  living  at  Grafton.  Besides  Mrs.  Grohe,  who  is  tho 
eldest  and  only  one  married,  there  are  four  other  children.  Of  these, 
John  is  a train  dispatcher  at  Grafton,  Joe  and  William  are  tele- 
graph operators  at  the  same  place ; and  all  are  competent  and  trusted 
employes.  Annie,  the  other  daughter,  is  at  home  with  her  mother, 
11-32 
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as  well  as  also  are  all  the  boys.  Mr.  Grohe  is  a type  of  that  fine 
American  citizenship  which  comes  of  German  parentage  but  soon 
acquires  the  language  and  customs  of  this  country,  and  is  noted  for 
its  patriotism  and  public  spirit. 

John  C.  Grove,  of  Buckskin  township,  occupies  a position  in  the 
front  rank  of  Boss  county’s  prosperous  agriculturists.  His  grand- 
father, Martin  Grove,  was  a native  of  Old  Virginia  who  came  to 
Ohio  while  the  war  of  1812  was  in  progress.  He  farmed  with  suc- 
cess both  in  the  counties  of  Ross  and  Fayette,  being  a citizen  of  the 
last  mentioned  county  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  son,  Noah 
Grove,  was  born  in  1819  in  Ross  county  and  accompanied  his  father 
to  Fayette  when  the  change  of  residence  was  made.  Later,  he 
returned  to  Ross  county  and  settled  at  Salem,  where  he  achieved 
success  and  prosperity  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  Elea- 
nor P.,  daughter  of  John  Holiday,  whose  parents  emigrated  from 
Pennsylvania  and  settled  in  Ross  county  about  the  year  1800.  In 
1809,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Grove  located  on  the  farm  where  his  family 
was  reared,  became  a soldier  in  1812  and,  as  an  occupant  of  the  fort, 
was  an  eye  witness  of  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  where  Perry  gained 
his  famous  victory  over  the  English  vessels.  John  C.  is  a son  of 
Noah  Grove  and  was  four  years  old  when  his  father  removed  from 
Fayette  county,  the  place  of  his  nativity.  He  received  his  training 
and  education  in  Ross  county,  and  in  1875  was  married  to  Ella, 
daughter  of  Francis  Ervin,  of  Virginia  ancestry.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John,  C.  Grove  have  two  interesting  children,  whose  names  are  Noah 
Ervin  and  Mary  Eleanor.  Mr.  Grove  is  a very  busy,  as  well  as  use- 
ful citizen,  benefiting  himself  as  well  as  the  county  by  encouraging 
the  breeding  of  good  stock.  He  keeps  nothing  but  high  grade  cattle 
and  hasvlong  since  passed  the  time  when  he  would  tolerate  a “scrub” 
of  any  kind  upon  his  place.  Whatever  is  there,  whether  sheep, 
swine  or  kine,  will  be  found  of  a quality  safely  to  pass  judgment  by 
the  best  critics.  Both  as  a raiser  and  feeder  of  stock,  and  in  all 
things  that  tend  to  bring  success  in  that  great  industry,  he  justly 
ranks  as  an  expert  and  well  deserves  the  prosperity  he  has  achieved. 
He  is  a supporter  of  all  that  makes  for  righteousness  and  attests  his 
faith  in  the  truths  of  Christianity  by  holding  membership  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  at  Greenfield. 


Michael  Gunning,  of  the  Chillicothe  Grain  Company,  is  a native 
of  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  born  March  24,  1853.  His  parents  are 
Lawrence  and  Bridget  (Rowe)  Gunning,  both  natives  of  Countv 
Cork,  Ireland.  The  father  emigrated  to  America  in  1845  and  the 
mother  came  over  two  years  later.  They  were  married  in  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio,  where  the  mother  lived  until  the  time  of  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  1889.  After  that  time  the  father  lived  with  his 
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son  Michael  in  Chillicothe  until  his  death  in  April,  1901.  They  had 

AflT  lV  e'ght  C nk  rcn>  only  three  of  whom  are  now  hW 
Michael  Gunning  was  educated  largely  by  self  study,  based  on  such 
advantages  as  he  had  obtained  in  the  public  schools.  His  first  serious 
business  venture  in  life  was  as  a railway  employee.  He  was  made 
superintendent  of  bridges  and  trestles  on  the  old  Scioto  Valley  rail- 
road and  assisted  m building  all  the  bridges  and  trestles  on  the  line 

Sthf  in” ' 1873  ?Tl^earS  T ,that  division.  He  first  came  to  Chilli- 
es® XT  8 3,  bu^  dld  ?0t  brnig  hls  familJ'  there  for  residence  until 
1885  He  secured  employment  in  the  grain  business  and  worked  for 

S™  Te  elgh  °r  ten  yeT’  bl,t  since  1883  he  has  been  doing  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account.  In  1885,  Mr.  Gunning  organized  a stock 

mSwhl’fin°W“  T 1116  Scl°t0  Val,ey  Grain  Company-  This  venture 
“al  re.verses  m 1889>  and  after  the  dissolution  of  the 
company,  Mr.  Gunning  entered  into  partnership  with  R.  Enderlin 
which  continued  until  1898.  There  was  then  a dissolution,  after 
t 1 contlmied  alone  for  several  months,  when  he 

19oTIa/t?d  Ml’’  C 'Tnier  Wlth  himself  as  a partner.  In  January, 
1J01,  this  partnership  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Gunning  remained  in 
business  aione  until  July,  when  the  Chillicothe  Grain  Company  was 
organized,  with  W.  L.  Roche  as  partner.  In  1880,  Mr.  Gunning 
manned  t0  Carrie  E.  Hu  ling,  a native  of  Bainbridge,  Ross 
S’  * da„^,ter  of  John  II.  Hilling.  They  have  five  children, 
Barry  G.,  John  Robert,  Frederick,  Mary  and  Helen.  Mr.  Gunnin- 
has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  education  in  Chillicothe  for  the 

the  same6  y°arS  ^ f°'’  the  la8t  two  yeal'8  bas  been  president  of 

Adam  I-Iamm  is  a native  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
bom  March!  1855.  His  father,  Valentine’ Hamm,  was  born  fn 
and  emigrated  with  his  wife  to  Ohio  about  1845.  He 
tW  ),  “v  iV”  Seneca  county,  where  he  had  taken  a lease,  and 
lere  he  lived  for  some  twelve  years.  In  1857  he  removed  to  Ross 
f^  Jr/oi  0M,ed  in  Huntington  township,  where  he  purchased  a 
tt  , 0 °T  acJes'  The  children  bom  of  the  first  marriage  were 
Crn']niai!  J'’  ,°/r  Ch'llicotlie;  Sophia,  wife  of  R,  Shiller;  Adam, 
redenck  and  Martin,  the  two  last  living  in  Fayette  county.  Fred- 

Wt  ^ tbe  stoekl,olders  in  tlie  M.  Hamni  Company' of  Wash- 
oe®11 •.  H.,  one  of  the  largest  acid  phosphate  manufacturing 

ncems  m Ohio.  He  also.owns  a fine  farm  near  Washington  C.  H., 
wnich  he  superintendents,  and  he  has  entire  charge  of  the  sales 
thP \r'1wnt  °P  tbe  abOTe  named  firm.  Martin  is  the  originator  of 
a a j.j.  amm  company,  starting  in  several  years  ago  with  nothing, 
n i is  to  his  industry,  intelligence  and  wise  management  that  the 
success  of  the  concern  is  due.  The  mother  of  these  five  children 
le  and  the  father  in  I860  took  Catherine  Ringwalt  for  his  second 
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'wife.  By  this  union  there  were  two  children,  of  whom  John  died 
and  William  lives  in  Chillicothe.  x\lthough  Valentine  Hamm's 
principal  occupation  was  that  of  farming,  he  also  did  work  as  a car- 
penter, besides  following  the  business  of  threshing  and  sawmilling. 
His  death  occurred  in  1896.  His  son  Adam  remained  at  home  until 
he  was  about  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  assisting  his  father  in  the 
business  of  the  farm.  In  Xovember,  1882,  he  was  married  to 
Sarah  J\  Smith,  whose  people  were  early  settlers  of  Boss  county. 
They  went  to  housekeeping  in  Chillicothe  and  Mr.  Hamm  engaged  in 
the  sawmill  and  threshing  business.  After  following  this  exclu- 
sively for  four  or  five  years,  he  rented  what  is  known  as  the  Augusta 
farm,  where  lie  spent  one  year.  He  then  became  a land  owner  on 
his  own  account,  buying  the  175  acres  where  he  now  lives,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  two  farms  of  65  and  125  acres  respectively. 
This  property  he  acquired  principally  by  his  own  exertions  and  he 
placed  upon  the  farms  all  the  improvements  they  contain.  He  owns 
and  operates  a threshing  machine,  corn  shredder  and  clover  liuller, 
being  the  employer  of  more  help  than  any  man  in  the  neighborhood. 
Mr.  Hamm  is  an  extensive  fruit  raiser  and  has  a young  peach  orchard 
containing  6,000  trees.  He  is  completing  one  of  the  finest  dwelling 
houses  in  the  neighborhood  and  all  his  surroundings  give  evidence  of 
thrift  and  prosperity.  Mr.  Hamm  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
lodge  at  Bourneville  and  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He 
and  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  ninp  children,  of  whom  Charles 
and  one  other  died  in  infancy.  Those  living,  and  all  still  at  home, 
are  Sophia,  Frederick,  Louis,  Ada,  Ethel,  Martin  and  Clarence. 

William  G.  Hamm,  D.  I).  S.,  of  Chillicothe,  was  bora  in  Hunt- 
ington township,  Boss  county,  Ohio,  on  Xovember  7,  1875.  His 
parents  were  Valentine  and  Catherine  (Bingwald)  Hamm,  who 
came  from  Germany  to  Boss  county  in  youth,  the  father  being  but 
twenty-one  years  old.  The  latter  was  twice  married,  Dr.  Hamm's 
mother  being  his  second  wife.  The  first-  marriage  resulted  in  five 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follpws:  Hartman,  employed  in  the 

mechanical  department  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  shops \t  Chilli- 
cothe; Mrs.  Sophia  Schiller,  a widow  residing  in  Bourneville,  Boss 
county ; Adam,  a well-to-do  lumberman  and  stock  dealer  at  Bourne- 
ville; Frederick,  a farmer  near  Washington  C.  H.,  Ohio;  Martin, 
engaged  in  manufacturing  commercial  fertilizer  at  Washington 
C.  LI.  Dr.  Hamm  has  a full  brother,  named  John,  who  died  in 
youth,  and  there  were  no  other  children  by  his  father's  second  mar- 
riage. Dr.  Hamm  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Boss  county  and 
Chillicothe,  af^er  which  he  entered  the  university  of  Cincinnati.  In 
this  institution  he  took  an  academic  course  and  also  studied  chem- 
istry. Subsequently  he  matriculated  in  the  Ohio  College  of  Dental 
Surgery,  a department  of  the  university,  where  he  completed  a course 
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in  dentistry.  He  received  from  his  alma  mater  a certificate  of  hon- 
orable mention,  the  next  prize  to  the  gold  medal.  June  1,  1899,  he 
opened  up  for  practice  at  Chillicothe  and  already  has  established  a 
good  patronage.  The  doctor  is  a member  of  the  Ohio  State  Dental 
society,  and  an  alumnus  of  the  Ohio  State  Dental  college  as  well  as 
the  University  of  Cincinnati.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
the  Modem  Woodmen  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  of  which 
he  is  secretary.  April  25,  1899,  Dr.  Hamm  was  married  to  Anna 
Margaret,  daughter  of  the  late  Philip  Uhrig,  a manufacturer  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Chillicothe.  Mrs.  Hamm  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  the  high  school  and  the  Business  college  of  Chillicothe. 
The  Doctors  politics  are  strongly  republican,  an  inheritance  from 
his  father,  who  was  with  the  party  from  its  very  organization.  The 
religious  affiliations  of  himself  and  wife  are  with  the  Salem  Evangelic 
Lutheran  church,  of  which  they  are  attentive  members. 

The  Hanawalt  Family: — This  name,  since  so  well  known,  first 
became  familiar  in  Ross  county  during  the  second  decade  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  The  stock  originated  in  Germany  but  the  American 
branch  was  derived  from  settlers  in  Mifflin  county,  Pa.,  who  reared 
a family  of  children  including  one  by  the  name  of  George  Hanawalt, 
The  latter  had  three  sons,  Henry,  George  and  John,  all  of  whom 
came  to  Ross  county,  but  at  different  times.  When  Henry  reached 
manhood  he  married  a Pennsylvania  lady  named  Mary  Chah,  with 
whom  he  set  out  for  the  West  and  eventually  located  in  Union  town- 
ship, Ross  county.  After  a short  sojourn  there  he  settled  perma- 
nently in  Concord  township,  three  and  a half  miles  south  of 
Frankfort,  where  he  resided  until  the  time  of  his  tragic  death.  It 
seems  that  on  returning  one  day  from  the  village  of  Frankfort  he 
attempted  to  ford  the  north  fork  of  Paint  creek  while  it  was  swollen 
by  freshets,  and  was  washed  from  his  horse  and  drowned,  the  body 
being  found  a week  later  near  Musselmairs.  Henry  Hanawalt  had 
four  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  dead  except  Hester,  youngest  daugh-* 
ter,  who  is  now  Mrs.  James  MeCollv,  of  Illinois.  There  are  now 
no  direct  descendants  of  Henry  living  in  Ross  county.  George  Han- 
awalt, his  brother,  married  Margaret  Parchel  and  made  his  migration 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Ross  county  in  1823.  For  a year  or  two  he 
lived  near  what  is  now  Anderson’s  Station  in  Union  township,  after- 
ward spent  many  years  in  labor  at  Slate  Mill  and  finally  located  in 
Concord  township  where  he  worked  on  farms  until  his  death  in  1882j 
George  had  six  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  those  growing 
to  maturity  being  Caleb,  Christopher,  Elizabeth  and  Sarah.  Caleb 
grew  to  manhood  in  Ross  county,  married  here  and  subsequently 
removed  to  Indiana  where  he  now  resides.  Elizabeth  married  James 
Baber,  with  whom  she  located  in  Madison  county,  Ohio,  where  she 
spent  the  remainder  of  her  life  and  whereffier  descendants  now  reside. 
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Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Strayer,  removed  to  Franklin  county, 
Ohio,  and  there  her  descendants  are  still  found.  Christopher,  who 
was  born  in  Mifflin  county,  Pa.,  August  20,  1821,  was  only  two  years 
old  when  his  parents  came  to  Ross  county.  He  is  now  a venerable 
and  much  respected  citizen  of  Frankfort,  of  which  he  is  the  oldest 
living  resident,  having  been  there  continuously  since  1836.  October 
28,  1840,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Mary 
(Goldsberrv)  Speaks,  who  were  early  settlers  from  Virginia.  By 
this  union  there  were  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Joseph,  Mary,  George,  Benton,  Ollie,  Samuel,  Francis,  Elizabeth, 
Pearly  and  Raymond.  All  of  the  foregoing  are  living  with  the 
exception  of  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter.  Christopher  Hanawalt, 
father  of  this  family  has  led  a long,  industrious  and  in  every 
way  exemplary  life.  He  is  now  eighty-one  years  old  and  dur- 
ing all  that  time  has  never  used  tobacco  in  any  form  or  indulged 
in  intoxicants.  He  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  early  life 
and  followed  that  useful  calling  until  live  or  six  years  ago,  when 
he  retired  from  active  business.  John  Hanawait,  third  of  the 
brothers  who  came  from  Pennsylvania,  settled  at  Bournevillo 
in  Twin  township  where  he  worked*  during  life  at  the  tailor’s  trade. 
He  first  married  a Miss  Acton,  member  of  an  old  Ross  county 
family,  by  whom  he  had  four  children:  Mary,  Jane,  Betty  and 

Sally.  By  his  second  marriage  with  Mary,  daughter  of  Christian 
Hill,  he  had  seven  children:  Millie,  Joseph,  Christian,  John, 

George,  V illiam  and  J ames,  the  latter  residing  in  Chillicothe. 
George  Hanawalt,  son  of  Christopher  Hanawalt,  mentioned  above, 
was  born  in  Frankfort,  Ohio,  in  1849.  After  reaching  manhood  he 
began  farming,  which  he  followed  until  1882,  when  he  embarked  in 
the  business  of  handling  imported  horses  and  continued  the  same  for 
five  years.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  dealing  extensively  in  cattle, 
of  which  he  sells  thousands  of  head  every  year.  These  cattle  ho 
imports  from  the  neighboring  state  of  West  Virginia  and  sells  prin- 
cipally in  the  Ohio  markets.  In  1870  Mr.  Hanawalt  was  married 
to  Martha  A.,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  (Mallow)  Coyner,  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  substantial  and  long  established  families  of  Ross 
county.  Of  the  four  children  resulting  from  this  union,  David  C. 
is  a [government  meat  inspector  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  Sarah  M. 
died  m infancy ; Ollie  Lee  is  the  wife  of  Harrv  Green,  of  Washing- 
ton Court  House,  Ohio,  and  Carl  E.  is  at  home. 

James  M.  Haney,  deceased,  was  bom  in  Buckskin  township,  Ross 
county,  November  11,  1872.  His  father,  Henry  Haney,  was  a 
Canadian,  born  m 1830,  who  emigrated  to  Chillicothe  and*  followed 
railroading  for  a business.  He  commenced  as  a section  hand  and 
when  he  left  the  company’s  employment  he  had  risen  to  tho  position 
of  superintendent  of  construction.  Having  accumulated  some  funds 
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bj  his  industry  and  saving,  he  bought  a tract  of  108  acres  of  land  in 
Buckskin  township  as  an  investment  In  1858  he  married  Elizabeth 
Duey  and  took  charge  of  the  Steve  Wilson  farm  which  he  managed 
for  a couple  of  years  and  then  removed  to  the  Hardin  place.  After 
a residence  there  of  three  years  he  occupied  the  place  which  he  had 
purchased  and  fanned  it  for  eight  years  or  more.  After  a subse- 
quent residence  of  six  years  on  the  McClain  farm  in  Concord  town- 
ship, Henry  Haney  bought  the  place  of  406  acres,  where  he  lived 
until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1885.  Ilis  six  children  were  Mary  A., 
Sarah  J.,  Henry,  John  (deceased),  Edward  and  James  M.  The 
last  mentioned,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  remained  at  home  until 
his  marriage  to  Olive  Baum,  which  took  place  December  30,  1896. 
They  kept  house  for  three  years,  when  removal  was  made  to  the  old 
home  place  where  Mr.  Haney  had  charge  of  the  farm.  He  had  two 
children,  John  B.  and  Plessa  M.  Mr.  Haney  was  a member  of  the 
lodge  of  Modern  Woodmen,  Ho.  4,065,  and’  of  the  Red  Men’s  lodge, 
at  Frankfort. 

Robert  Hanna,  of  Gillespieville,  was  born  January  5,  1829,  in 
Harrison  county,  Ohio.  His  parents  were  Matthew  and  Mary 
(Orr)  Hanna,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Ohio,  both  born  in  1805.  Matthew  was  the  son  of  James 
and  Ann  (McCullow)  Hanna,  the  latter  of  whom  came  to  Har- 
rison county  after  her  husband’s  death,  and  died  there.  Matthew 
came  to  the  State  at  an  early  day  and  lived  in  various  counties,  finally 
reaching  Jackson  county  where  he  died  in  1857  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1891,  when  she  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six.  The  latter’s  father,  Rol>ert  Orr,  was  a native  of  Ireland 
who  came  to  America  about  the  year  1780.  Ann  Huston,  whom  he 
subsequently  married,  came  over  in  the  same  vessel,  though  at  the 
time  they  were  not  acquainted  with  each  other.  Robert  Orr  came  to 
Harrison  county,  Ohio,  at  an  early  age  and  remained  there  until  his 
death  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one.  He  had  a family  of  nine 
daughters,  whose  ages  averaged  eighty  years  at  time  of  death. 
Matthew  and  Mary  (Orr)  Hanna  had  twelve  children,  of  whom  six 
are  still  living.  These  are  Robert,  Zipporah,  James,  William  T., 
Matthew  and  Watson.  Robert  Hanna,  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  on  a farm  and  came  to  Ross  county  in  1846.  Since 
then  with  the  exception  of  four  years,  he  has  always  voted  in  Liberty 
township  of  that  county.  He  has  always  followed  farming  as  an 
occupation  and  owns  about  200  acres  of  land.  Though’  a charter 
member  of  the  Republican  party,  he  has  never  been  an  office-seeker, 
but  for  some  years  has  held  the  position  of  school  director.  In  1855, 
Mr.  Hanna  was  married  to  Eliza  J.  Corken,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Rebecca  (Jones)  Corken,  and  granddaughter  of  Robert  Corken, 
a native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  Ross  county  about  the  year  1798. 
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Robert  Corken  married  Grace  Mason,  a native  of  Maryland,  and  both 
of  them  died  in  Ross  county.  Thomas  Corken  lived  until  the  age 
of  ninety-four  years,  and  his  wife  was  about  seventy  when  she  died. 
His  sister  Rachael  lived  ninety-seven  years,  and  another  sister  named 
J ahe  reached  the  age  of  eighty.  Robert  and  Eliza  Hanna  have  a fam- 
ily of  eight  children.  Of  these  On*  C.  is  a traveling  salesman; 
Mary  H.  is  married  to  William  A.  Jones ; Thomas  Mason  is  an  exten- 
sive farmer  and  stockdealer;  Samuel  E.  is  a fanner  of  Fayette 
county;  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  Norris  Jones,  of  Ross  county;  Can- 
dace is  the  wife  of  Elting  S.  Du  Bois,  of  Jefferson  township;  Ethel 
is  the  wife  of  J.  Walter  Dixon,  a dentist  of  Cedarville,  Ohio. 
Matthew  Elting  Hanna  was  educated  at  West  Point  and  is  now  in 
Cuba.  He  is  school  commissioner  of  the  island  and  author  of  the 
Cuban  school  law,  serving  in  General  Wood’s  staff.  He  is  a man  of 
fine  talents,  excellent  education  and  has  been  of  great  service  in  Cuba, 
both  to  the  people  of  the-  island  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 


Thaddeus  S.  Hanson,  of  Harrison  township,  was  born  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  September  30,  1874.  His  father,  Greenbury  Hanson, 
A\as  a son  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  (Waterman)  Hanson,  the  former 
a native  of  Wales  and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  They  went  to  Ken- 
tucky in  1*98  and  in  1800  located  in  Harrison  township,  Ross  county, 
on  a farm  which  has  ever  since  been  in  the  family.  Samuel  Hanson 
died  there  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  and  his  wife’s  death  took  place 
in  her  eighty-fourth  year.  They  had  a family  of  twelve  children, 
their  son  Greenbury  obtaining  the  homestead  and  spending  his  whole 
hfe  there.  lie  owned  300  acres  of  land  in  Ross  countv  and  520  in 
Kansas ; held  nearly  all  the  township  offices  and  was  also  an  infirmary 
director.  May  9,  1860,  he  was  married  to  Margaret,  daughter  of 
George  and  Margaret  (Snyder)  Hough,  the  former  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  latter  of  Ohm,  who  spent  their  lives  in  Ross  countv,  the 
father  dying  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  and  the  mother  when  sixty-eight 
years  old  Greenbury  Hanson  and  wife  had  a family  of  nine  chil- 
Sd ’^nCT^lngW  of  D-  W.  Clymer;  Jessie  E.,  mar- 

Nell ip°F'T<)h V olIc(TCei,L!  iar’  R’  now  Mrs’  Flovd  McNeal; 

Hm.l  «!Ett  fe  °f  Charles  Eothe  5 Thaddeus  S.  and  Grace  B.  Thad- 

the  poninifTa  ^orne  P^ace  and  was  educated  in 

the  common  schools  of  his  district.  He  now  has  charge  of  the  home- 

S TnTsimth  3°°naT  °f  land’  and  is  a breede*-  of  *****  red 

treasiirer  of  h s t!*0™!  T Cattle’  He  has  bee"  lessor  and 
Ttr  f n ^ b‘p  and  18  a member  of  the  Improved  Order  of 

WilliamYa^e  1899’  K®  "’as  married  to  Alice,  daughter  of 

William  Yaple,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work  6 
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James  Vanse  Harness,  one  of  Ross  county's  most  substantial 
fanners,  comes  of  ancient  and  honorable  lineage  on  both  sides  of  the 
house.  His  paternal  great-grandfather  was  the  first  white  man  who 
settled  on  the  south  branch  of  the  Potomac  river  in  Hardy  county, 
W.  \ a.  The  descendants  of  this  pioneer,  "who  was  of  German  origin, 
became  numerous  and  influential  in  that  portion  of  the  mountain 
state.  Among  them  was  John  G.  Harness  and  his  son,  Charles  E., 
the  latter  born  in  Hardy  county,  October  8,  1814,  and  the  eldest  of 
his  father  s family.  In  1842,  he  came  to  Ross  county  and  settled  in 
Liberty  township,  where  in  due  course  he  became  very  prosperous 
as  a farmer  and  landowner.  In  addition  to  the  usual  agricultural 
feature,  he  embarked  in  cattle-raising  on  a large  scale,  making  a spe- 
cialty of  the  famous  Shorthorns  at  the  time  they  were  coming  into 
prominence  and  were  most  valuable.  He  was  successful  in  his  ven- 


tures and  accumulated  some  1,400  acres  of  land  in  Ross  county 
besides  considerable  holdings  in  West  Virginia.  He  married  Mary 
Vanse,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  township,  Ross  county,  in  1824. 
Her  parents,  James  and  Eliza  (Harness)  Vanse,  came  to  Ross  county 
in  an  early  period  of  its  history  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  Mr.  \ anse  was  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  prosperous 
farmers  of  his  day,  conducting  operations  on  an  unusually  bold  plan 
and  owning  a great  deal  of  land.  Charles  E.  and  Mary  (Vanse) 
Harness  had  nine  children,  including:  Lillie,  Ella,  Mary,  Rate, 

Charles  E.,  John-  M.  and  James  Vanse.  Mrs.  Harness  died  July 
11,  1895 ; her  husband  still  resides  in  Liberty  township  where  he  set- 
tled so  many  years  ago.  Their  son,  J ames  Vanse  Harness,  was  bora 
on  the  old  home  place  September  13,  1864,  receiving  his  education 
principally  in  a private  school  taught  by  Professor  Poe  in  Chilli- 
cothe.  From  his  earliest  boyhood  he  has  been  connected  with  farm 
work  and  management,  a love  for  which  he  had  inherited  from  a long 
line  of  ancestors.  He  has  charge  of  the  250  acres  now  constituting 
the  home  farm  and  an  equal  amount  of  land  owned  by  himself,  which 
was  formerly  part  of  the  old  homestead.  He  has  shown  judgment 
and  good  management  in  the  operation  of  these  large  landed  inter- 
ests and  few  farmers  of  his  age  are  better  informed  in  the  practical 
affairs  of  agriculture.  In  political  doctrines  Mr.  Harness  is  of  the 
Democratic  persuasion,  but  he  is  in  no  sense  an  office-seeker  and 
never  allows  politics  to  interfere  with  business.  Neither  is  Mr. 
Harness  a club  man  in  a general  way,  his  fraternal  connection  being 
confined  to  membership  in  the  order  of  Elks  in  Chillicothe. 


J acob  Harper  was  bora  in  Concord  township,  Ross  county,  Febru- 
ary 9,  1849.  His  father,  Elon  Harper,  was  born  in  Pendleton 
county,  .W.  Va.,  about  1819,  being  a son  of  J acob  Harper,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Virginia  about  the  year  1832.  The  latter  removed  wfith 
his  family  to  Ohio,  first  settling  in  Fayette  county  where  he  remained 
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a few  years  and  then  went  to  Missouri.  He  spent  the  rest  of  liis  days 
in  that  state,  his  death  occurring  while  back  on  a visit  to  relatives  in 
Fayette  county,  Ohio.  His  son  Elon  received  but  a limited  educa- 
tion and  grew  to  manhood  in  the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Ross.  He 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade,  but  followed  it  only  irregularly  as  he 
made  farming  his  principal  occupation.  His  wife  was  Barbara, 
daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Michael)  Ross,  who  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Ross  county,  coming  here  form  Maryland.  Elon 
Harper  died  in  1881,  his  wife  surviving  him  but  a short  time  and 
passing  away  in  1882.  They  had  a family  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
seven  are  living  and  all  in  Ross  county.  Among*  them  is  Jacob  Har- 
per, the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  received  the  ordinary  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Concord  township,  and  upon  his  arrival  at 
full  age  became  a farmer,  like  his  ancestors  before  him.  In  1875, 
he  was  married  to  Lydia,  daughter  of  Thomas  Ware,  of  Frankfort, 
and  the  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  whose  names  are 
Edna  and  Corda.  Mr.  Harper  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
being  connected  with  the  Frankfort  lodge,  No.  326. 


Wilbur  P.  Harper  was  bom  in  Buckskin  township,  Ross  county, 
in  1855.  His  father,  Caleb  Harper,  was  a native  of  Delaware  who 
in  1829  settled  in  Ross  county  on  the  farm  where  his  son  now  resides. 
The  family  was  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  East  and  took  part  in  all  the 
stirring  events  during  the  settlement  of  the  coast  states.  Caleb  Har- 
per is  still  living  near  where  he  first  located  in  Buckskin  township  so 
many  years  ago  and  has  followed  fanning  and  stock-raising  all  his 
hfe.  He  raised  a family  of  seven  children.  His  son  Edward  joined 
Company  D,  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  regiment,  during  the  civil  war  and 
”.ver  *n  Tennessee  while  serving  his  country,  October  1,  1863. 
Wilbur  P.  Harper,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Buckskin  township  and  the  business  of  his  life  has  been 
iarming  and  stock-raising.  His  specialty  has  been  the  feeding  and 
fattening  of  stock  for  the  market.  In  1879,  he  was  married  to  Alice, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Kline,  of  Buckskin  township,  who  died  in  1883. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harper  have  eight  children,  whose  names  are  Denbur, 
Jf.,,  ^Vlfe  ilham  Harper),  Dwight,  Mary,  Valley,  Ethel, 
Milhe  and  Teddy.  Mr.  Harper  has  been  trustee  of  Buckskin  town- 

i onn  f°uS1X  ,TearS  a."d  '?3  candldate  for  county  commissioner  in 
19°0  He  is  a member  of  the  order  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  the 


3™^°^  ?'  'Fatfie(!d’  D-,  of  Kingston,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  Pick- 

V v"l\i  21>  1867'  His  Paints  were  Arthur  A. 

nd  Elizabeth  (Bazler)  Hatfield,  natives  of  Ohio,  the  former  of  Pick- 
away and  the  latter  of  Boss  county,  both  born  in  the  vear  1843  ™d 
married  in  lSGo  in  the  county  of  Pickaway.  In  186i-65  the  father 
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was  a soldier  in  the  Forty-fifth  Ohio  regiment,  afterward  re-enlisting 
in  the  Forty-third,  serving  three  years  and  a half  in  the  western  army 
under  General  Sherman.  He  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  which  resulted  in  his  honorable  discharge  from  the 
army.  Both  parents  are  still  living,  he  being  a well-to-do  farmer  in 
Pickaway  county.  The  mother  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  early 
German  families  in  Boss  county.  Dr.  Hatfield  is  the  only  son,  being 
the  second  bom  in  a family  of  six.  The  eldest  son  is  Mrs.  Marilla 
Garve,  wife  of  William  Garve,  a machinist  at  Mt.  Sterling,  Ohio; 
the  third  child  is  the  wife  of  Alexander  McKinley,  a farmer  of  Pick- 
away county ; Luanna,  now  Mrs.  Sherman  Dennison,  is  also  the  wife 
of  a Pickaway  farmer;  Sophia  married  Charles  Francis,  and  Eliza- 
beth is  at  home  and  unmarried.  Dr.  Hatfield  was  educated  in  his 
native  county  and  at  the  Ada  (Ohio)  Normal  school.  For  five  years 
after  quitting  that  institution  he  taught  school,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1891  he  entered  Starling  Medical  college  at  Columbus,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  March,  1894.  Immediately  thereafter  he  began 
practice  in  Kingston,  which  he  has  kept  up  with  success  to  the  present 
time.  He  enjoys  a large  and  lucrative  practice,  his  business  embrac- 
ing both  city  and  country.  He  is  a member  of  the  Pickaway  County 
Medical  association,  and  of  the  orders  of  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  Modern  Woodmen.  In  1889,  he  was  married  to 
Lucy  B.,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Melinda  Neff.  She  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Fairfield  county,  though  her  parents  now 
reside  in  Paulding  county.  Her  father  is  a prosperous  fanner,  with 
three  sons,  of  whom  Charles  V.  and  Amos  Fare  are  farmers  and 
John  A.  is  a teacher;  all  married,  the  first  living  in  Franklin  and  the 
others  in  Paulding  county.  Dr.  Hatfield  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  the  work  of  which,  as  well  as  the 
Sunday  school,  Mrs.  ITatfield  is  quite  active  and  zealous. 

William  J.  Haynes,  a merchant  engaged  in  business  at  Richmond 
Dale,  and  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of  that  community,  is  a 
native  of  Pike  county,  Ohio.  He  comes  of  pioneer  stock,  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  Ross  county  having  settled  at  Chillicothe  in  1798 
about  the  time  the  county  was  officially  organized.  This  early 
coiner  left  a son  named  George  Haynes,  who,  like  his  father,  -was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade  and  ironed  the  first  bridge  built  across  the  Scioto 
river  in  Ross  county.  He  owned  a large  farm  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hopetown,  now  in  the  possession  of  George  Smith,  of  Chillicothe, 
and  there  he  spent  his  last  days.  He  married  Isabelle  Nieholls,  who 
became  the  mother  of  five  sons  and  six  daughters,  seven  of  whom  are 
still  living,  and  the  youngest  reached  the  age  of  forty  years  before 
there  was  a death  in  the  family.  One  of  these  five  sons  was  John 
Haynes,  born  in  Chillicothe  in  1843,  who  adopted  farming  as  his 
•occupation  and  settled  in  Pike  county,  Ohio,  being  at  present  a resi- 
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dent  of  Omega.  He  married  Rose  Ann  Cissna,  a native  of  Piketon, 
Ohio,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children:  Isabelle,  William  J.,  C.  E., 

Jennetta,  Cornelius,  O.  C.  Dell  and  John,  Jr.  William  J.  Haynes, 
second  of  the  children  in  order  of  birth,  grew  up  on  his  farm,  and, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  course  in  the  common  schools,  attended  the 
Normal  university,  at  Lebanon,  Ohio.  After  finishing  his  education 
he  was  engaged  in  fanning  until  1892,  when  he  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  with  William  A.  Maxwell.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued for  one  year  and  a half,  after  which  Mr.  Haynes  was  in 
business  alone  for  two  years.  He  then  purchased  the  business  of 
Stultz  & Snyder  and  organized  the  new  finn  of  Stultz  & Haynes, 
which  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent  after  one  year’s  continuance. 
Mr.  Haynes  conducted  business  on  his  own  account  until  1901,  when 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  Roscoe  Dixon,  of  Richmond  Dale, 
which  firm  still  continues.  They  do  an  extensive  business  in  the 
handling  of  posts,  ties,  tanbark  and  other  merchandise.  Mr.  Haynes 
served  as  towuship  treasurer  five  years  and  has  been  postmaster  of  his 
home  town  since  1897.  He  is  a member  of  Garfield  lodge,  No.  710, 
of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  1885,  he  was  married  to  Jennie  M. 
Davis,  of  Richmond  Dale,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  J.  Scott, 
W.  Ward,  Clifford  C.  (deceased),  and  Clarence  P.  Mrs.  Haynes 
died  July  23,  1890,  and  Mr.  Haynes  was  married  February  22,  1899, 
to  Ella  M Drummond,  of  Ross  county.  The  family  are  connected 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


Joseph  A.  Head,  who  resides  near  Frnitdale,  Ohio,  and  is  one  of 
ttie  enterprising  business  men  of  that-  locality,  comes  of  a family 
which  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Highland  county.  Both 
lmself  and  his  father,  John  Head,  are  natives  of  that  county,  and 
there  he  grew  up  to  manhood.  His  education  was  mainlv  obtained 
m his  native  county  though  he  also  attended  school  in  Pike  county. 
After  reaching  man’s  estate,  Mr.  Head  went  over  into  Boss  county 
m seaich  of  an  opportunity  to  procure  a livelihood.  He  selected 

f ge  as  a locatlon  and  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
there  for  a number  of  years.  He  met  with  success  in  his  financial 
undertakings  and  became  both  prominent  and  popular  as  a citizen  of 
Paxton  township.  In  1885,  he  removed  to  hii  place  near  FniMale, 

186^  Mr  <Head'1P’  "’ll,ch.has  s"'ce  been  his  residence.  In  March, 
1868  Mr.  Head  was  married  to  Sarah  C„  daughter  of  William  Ole 

^Jndts  of  Z 7 -°ng  8nd  faVOr?W-T  kn°™  in  Pa*»"  township: 
T Um0n  Were  two  eMdren,  of  whom  Effie  B is  the 

riS  £y  - j"'  W Binaira  °f  ?***  a"d  AM  ^ 

at  Richmond  Sale  M^S's  on  fe  . ch"rch 
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ee  of  his  party.  He  has  served  as  trustee  and  justice  of  the 
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peace  of  Paint  township  and  is  regarded  as  a safe  adviser  by  his  polit- 
ical associates.  Mr.  Head  is  a Knight  Templar  in  the  Masonic  order 
and  a communicant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Eugene  Hemmeger,  M.  D.,  a popular  young  physician  of  Adelphi,, 
Ross  county,  whose  success  both  personally  and  professionally  gives 
promise  of  a bright  future,  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Ohio, 
September  10,  1S74.  He  is  a son  of  Alfred  and  Abbie  (Warren) 
Hemmeger,  the  former  a successful  farmer  in  Washington  county, 
who  died  in  1883.  His  widow  still  resides  in  Washington  county.  Dr. 
Hemmeger  was  reared  on  the  fann,  attended  the  district  schools  and 
finished  his  literary  education  at  the  Marietta  township  high  school, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1891.  He  had  early  made  up  his  mind  to 
become  a physician  and  had  already  done  some  reading  in  that  line, 
and  thus  was  fitted  for  entrance  into  the  Starling  Medical  college,  at 
Columbus,  Ohio.  He  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  study  in  that 
popular  institution,  and  received  his  degree  with  the  class  which  was 
graduated  in  1895.  When  Dr.  Hemmeger  obtained  his  diploma  he 
was  in  his  twenty-first  year,  and  he  lost  no  time  in  getting  to  work 
in  the  profession  which  he  had  chosen  for  the  employment  of  his  life. 
He  selected  Laurelville,  in  Hocking  county,  as  his  location  and  there 
“hung  out  his  shingle,”  to  use  the  vernacular  of  young  professionals. 
After  one  year’s  trial  there,  he  decided  to  make  a transfer  to  Adelphi 
as  a more  inviting  field  for  his  professional  activities.  He  came  to 
that  place  in  1890  and  since  then  the  scene  of  his  operations  has  been 
in  and  around  the  pretty  little  capital  of  Colerain  township.  The 
doctor  is  a gentleman  of  pleasing  address  and  popular  manners  which, 
added  to  his  professional  acquirements,  have  enabled  him  to  become 
firmly  established  in  his  adopted  home.  He  is  also  social  in  his  dis- 
position and  gratifies  his  longings  for  fraternal  fellowship  by  mem- 
bership in  the  local  lodges  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias 
at  Adelphi.  Dr.  Hemmeger  was  married  in  1896  to  Clara  Miller, 
of  Washington  county,  and  they  have  two  children,  Mary  and  Francis. 

John  McCoy  Hen  ness,  a retired  farmer  residing  at  Frankfort,  and 
Union  veteran  with  an  unusually  creditable  military  record,  has  been 
long  and  favorably  known  in  that  part  of  Ross  county.  The  founder 
of  the  family  in  Ohio  was  William  TTenness,  who  married  Nancy 
Bernard  in  Virginia,  subsequently  came  to  Ross  county,  settled  in 
Union  township  and  there  began  the  cultivation  of  a leased  fann. 
They  were  but  little  behind  the  vanguard  of  the  earliest  settlers,  as 
the  fime  of  their  arrival  is  placed  in  the  year  1800.  To  this  couple 
were  born  eight  children,  all  long  since  dead,  named  as  follows: 
Mary,  wife  of  Scott  Finley;  Martha,  wife  of  Joseph  Beard  ; a daugh- 
ter who  married  Aaron  Mowbray;  William,  Stephen,  Zachariah; 
James  and  Levi,  the  latter  killed  at  Kenesaw  Mountain.  The 
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parents,  who  lived  to  unusually  advanced  age,  found  a final  resting 
place  in  the  Baptist  cemetery  near  Frankfort.  Zachariah,  sixth  of 
this  family,  was  born  in  Ross  county  in  1816,  and  in  early  youth 
learned  the  cooper’s  trade,  which  he  worked  at  during  much  of  his 
subsequent  life.  He  married  Sally  Ann  McCoy,  a native  of  Ross 
county  and  daughter  of  John  McCoy,  took  possession  of  the  McClin- 
tick  farm  in  Union  township  and  lived  there  for  the  next  twenty- 
seven  years.  Besides  farming  and  cooperage  he  did  considerable 
work  with  a threshing  machine,  of  which  he  had  charge  a number  of 
years.  In  1867,  he  went  to  Seymour,  Champaign  county,  111.,  where 
both  himself  and  wife  ended  their  days,  he  when  eighty-two  and  she 
when  eighty  years  old.  Their  children,  nine  in  number,  were  named 
as  follows:  John  M. ; William  B.,  of  Piatt  county,  111. ; James  A., 

of  Champaign  county,  111. ; Margaret,  wife  of  W.  D.  Earl,  of  Illi- 
nois; Jane,  wife  of  Thomas  Cain,  of  same  state;  Ann  (deceased), 
wife  of  Benjamin  Miller,  same  state;  Edmund,  of  Champaign,  111.; 
David,  of  Ross  county,  and  Charles,  of  Illinois.  John  McCoy 
Henness,  eldest  of  ihe  family,  was  born  in  Union  township,  Ross 
county,  March  22,  1842.  When  nineteen  years  old  he  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  Eighty-first  Ohio  infantry,  and  went  to  Missouri  by 
way  of  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis  for  the  purpose  of  joining  his  com- 
mand, which  was  located  in  that  state.  The  regiment  underwent  the 
necessary  drilling,  did  some  marching  back  and  forth  to  different 
Missouri  points  and  in  1862  was  placed  aboard  steamer  at  St.  Charles 
for  shipment  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  arriving  in  time  to  take  part  in 
the  bloody  battle  at  that  place.  While  in  Missouri,  Mr.  Henness 
had  been  accidentally  wounded  and  after  the  Tennessee  battle  was 
in  the  hospital  for  a few  days,  received  a furlough,  and  came  home. 
After  reporting  for  duty  at  Camp  Dennison,  he  wTas  assigned  to  a 
local  corps  in  Cincinnati  and  remained  there  until  August,  during 
which  time  the  corps  was  sent  to  Cynthiana,  Kv.,  where  it  engaged 
General  Morgan.  He  was  then  sent  to  his  regiment  at  Corinth, 
Miss.,  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  noted  battle  at  that  place.  His 
regiment  remained  in  that  locality  until  the  spring  of  1863,  when 
they  were  sent  to  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  where  they  remained  doing  guard 
duty  until  the  spring  of  1864.  Mr.  Henness  had  re-enlisted  Janu- 
ary 1,  1864,  in  his  old  company  in  Tennessee,  which  was  ordered  to 
Chattanooga  in  May.  During  the  following  summer,  he  participated 
with  his  command  in  the  famous  Atlanta  campaign,  during  which 
he  took  part  m twenty-two  fights,  large  and  small,  among  the  battles 
being  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  Oostenaula  river.  In  the  latter,  Mr. 
Henness  and  one  of  his  companions,  while  making  a charge!  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  all  the  officers  and  eight  men  of  one  companv. 
He  was  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  July  22d,  and  later,  while  occupving 
the  trenches,  made  a capture  of  two  more  of  the  enemy’s  soldiers. 
During  a sharp  engagement  on  August  28,  Mr.  Henness  received 
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two  bullet  shots  through  his  hat,  grazing  his  head,  and  though  a close 
call  no  damage  was  done.  After  the  surrender  of  Atlanta,  Mr. 
Henness  went  with  his  command  in  Sherman’s  world-famous  ‘‘march 
to  the  sea,”  which  commenced  about  the  middle  of  November  and 
* ended  on  December  21,  by  arrival  at  Savannah,  Ga.  After  a long 
rest  at  this  place,  the  veteran  army  again  took  up  its  line  of  march  in 
February,  1865,  through  the  Carolinas.  In  the  battle  of  Benton- 
ville,  N.  C.,  Mr.  Henness  received  a gunshot  wound  in  the  muscle  of 
the  right  arm,  which  disabled  him  for  duty,  but  he  marched  right 
along  with  his  regiment.  At  Goldsboro,  the  first  news  was  received 
of  those  two  momentous  events,  the  surrender  of  Lee  and  the  assas- 
sination of  Lincoln.  From  that  point,  the  march  was  continued  on 
to  Washington,  where  Mr.  Henness  took  part  in  that  event,  never  to 
be  forgotten  by  a Union  soldier,  the  grand  review  of  the  great  armies 
before  their  final  retirement  to  private  life.  The  “muster  out”  and 
honorable  discharge  took  place  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  July  13,  1865, 
after  which  Mr.  Henness  came  directly  home.  He  enlisted  as  a pri- 
vate, filled  all  the  intermediate  positions,  and  quit  the  service  with 
a commission  as  lieutenant.  He  married  Sarah  E.,  daughter  of  Levi 
and  Nancy  Cory,  and  located  in  Twin  township,  where  Mr.  Henness 
had  charge  of  a toll  gate  and  did  teaming.  After  various  removals 
to  different  places  in  the  neighborhood,  the  family  finally  settled 
down  on  a place  bought  by  Mr.  Henness  in  Concord  township.  Mrs. 
Henness  died  in  1889  and  the  family,  after  remaining  on  the  farm 
until  November  1,  1900,  removed  to  Frankfort.  Mr.  Henness  was 
the  first  rural  mail  carrier  in  Ross  county  and  is  at  present  in  charge 
of  Route  No.  1.  His  children,  six  in  number,  are,  Charles  M.,  died 
in  infancy;  Cora,  wife  of  Lott  Acton,  of  Concord  township;  Lulu 
(deceased);  Edna,  at  home;  Alpha  McCoy  and  Anna,  died  in 
infancy.  On  May  18,  1902,  Mr.  Henness  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Frank  Roberts,  of  East  Liverpool,  Columbia  county.  Quite  a little 
romance  is  connected  with  this  wedding.  Mr.  Henness  became 
acquainted  with  his  bride  in  1865,  after  he  came  home  from  the  war, 
having  served  in  the  same  company  with  her  father,  W.  W.  Merrill, 
who  at  that  time  lived  at  East  Monroe,  and  at  whose  home  Mr.  Hen- 
ness visited  for  a short  time.  A strong  friendship  was  formed  at 
that  time,  but  they  drifted  apart,  married,  and  never  saw  each  other 
again  for  thirty-six  years,  until  1901.  In  the  meantime,  however, 
their  helpmates  had  died,  and  the  friendship  formed  in  early  life  was 
renewed  and  culminated  in  their  marriage. 

James  Henry  is  a native  of  Union  township,  Ross  county,  born 
January  15,  1858.  His  parents  were  Robert  and  Julia  (Merriman) 
Henry,  the  former  of  whom  emigrated  from  Ireland  when  seven- 
teen years  old  to  come  to  Ross  county,  and  settled  on  Big  Walnut 
creek.  Soon  afterward  he  bought  a small  farm  in  Union  township, 
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where  he  lived  while  he  worked  at  his  trade  of  millwright.  In 
1859,  he  removed  to  Yellow  Bud,  in  Boss  county,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  forty-eight.  For  about  eight  years  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  It  was  about 
the  year  1840  that  he  married  Julia  Merriman,  whose  parents  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Boss  county.  They  had  ten  children,  of 
whom  Nancy,  Silas,  Laura,  Catherine  and  Mattie  are  numbered  with 
the  dead.  Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  Milton  O.  Watts,  of  Circleville; 
Emaline  is  married  to  Silas  Watts,  of  Union  township;  Bobert  is 
living  in  Hebron,  Ohio;  Lizzie  is  the  survivor  of  twins,  her  sister 
Mattie  having  died.  The  mother  died  on  April  3,  1890.  James 
Henry,  who  was  the  fifth  in  birth  of  the  children,  has  remained  at 
home  all  his  life.  He  was  educated  in  the  school  at  Yellow  Bud 
and  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  On  January  31,  1878,  he  was 
married  at  Chillicothe  to  Miss  Kate  Ebenhack,  of  Union  township. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  Charles,  Silas, 
Elizabeth  and  Arthur.  Mrs.  Henry  died  on  August  29,  1895. 

Thomas  Henson,  stock-dealer  and  meat  merchant  at  Clarksburg, 
has  divided  his  life  and  business  between  Boss  and  Pickaway  and  is 
well  known  in  both  counties.  His  ancestors  were  Virginians,  the 
first  of  them  to  become  Ohio  settlers  being  Charles  Henson  and  wife, 
who  came  down  the  great  river  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century  and  found  a home  in  Pickaway  county.  Their  eldest  son, 
James,  whom  they  brought  from  Virginia,  grew  to  manhood  in 
Pickaway  county  and  worked  on  farms  for  monthly  wages  as  a 
means  of  livelihood.  While  thus  engaged  be  married  one  of  the 
neighborhood  girls,  named  Julia  McKinney,  with  whom  he  located 
on  a farm  near  Williamsport  and  there  spent  the  next  twenty  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  took  charge  of  a hotel  in  Williamsport, 
which  he  conducted  until  the  time  of  his  death,  his  wife  then  pur- 
chasing a small  farm  near  town  to  which  she  removed  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  her  days.  Of  their  twelve  children,  George  P.,  Lettie, 
Henry,  Clinton  and  Charles  have  passed  away.  Those  living  are 
Nancy  and  John,  of  Columbus;  Thomas,  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
Frank,  of  Williamsport;  Millard  and  Oliver  (twins)  of  Pickaway 
’ 3n<^  Columbus.  Thomas  Henson,  third  of  the 

children,  was  bom  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  near  Williamsport, 
November  5,  1844.  In  early  manhood  he  married  Mary  Wiley  and 
conducted  the  hotel  in  Williamsport  for  two  years,  after  which  he 
was  engaged  for  twenty  years  in  general  merchandising.  By  his 
rst  marriage  he  had  five  children,  of  whom  only  Frederick  and 
Thomas  C.  are  hying.  Mr.  Henson’s  second  wife  was  Missouri 
Ater,  and  after  this  marriage  he  located  on  a farm  where  he  spent 
five  years,  then  removed  to  Clarksburg,  in  Deerfield  township, 
feince  then  his  business  has  been  buying  and  selling  stock,  conduct- 
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ing  a meat  market  at  Clarksburg  in  Ross  and  New  Holland  in  Pick- 
away county  and  managing  his  farm.  Mr.  Henson  is  a member  of 
the  Christian  church  and  of  Clarksburg  lodge,  No.  721,  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Missouri  Ater,  Mr.  Henson’s  present 
wife,  belongs  to  a famous  family  well  deserving  of  more  than  a 
passing  notice.  The  progenitors  came  from  Germany  and  settled 
in  various  eastern  states  during  the  eighteenth  century.  George 
Ater,  founder  of  the  Ohio  branch  of  the  family,  married  Mary 
Boyer,  located  in  Virginia  near  the  Potomac  river,  and  reared  a 
family  of  seven  sons  and  two  daughters.  About  1799  he  left  Vir- 
ginia with  his  nine  children,  crossing  the  mountains  to  the  Ohio 
river  and  descending  that  stream  to  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto. 
Going  up  to  Chillicothe,  these  immigrants  later  found  their  way  up 
Deer  creek  and  took  possession  of  an  Indian  village  near  what  is 
described  in  the  legend  as  a “round  prairie.”  There  George  Ater 
reared  his  family  and  eventually  a considerable  settlement  of  pio- 
neers grew  up  around  the  place.  The  names  of  his  sons  were  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  Jacob,  Samuel,  Thomas,  Jones  and  William,  all  of 
whom  subsequently  served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  received  from  the 
government  land  warrants  which  they  located  in  Deerfield  town- 
ship of  Ross  county.  Abraham,  eldest  of  these  sons,  was  bora  J an- 
uary  22,  1776,  and  married  Charity  Eveland  April  3,  1799,  the 
same  year  he  came  to  Ross  county.  Among  their  children  was  a 
son  named  David,  who  married  Mary  A.  Harrington,  and  these 
were  the  parents  of  Missouri  Ater  Henson. 

Chauncey  A.  Hertenstein,  lumber  merchant,  of  Chillicothe,  was 
bom  near  that  city  on  a farm  in  Green  township,  on  January  15, 
1874.  His  parents,  both  of  whom  are  still  living,  are  George  and 
Matilda  (Stauffer)  Hertenstein,  the  former  a native  of  Germany, 
while  the  mother  was  born  in  Ohio.  Tliev  were  married  in  Ross 
county^  which  has  been  the  scene  of  all  the  events  of  their  lives, 
the  father  being  a well-to-do  farmer  and  possessor  of  extensive  prop- 
erty interests;  while  their  two  sons,  Wesley  and  Chauncey  A.,  are 
partners  in  the  lumber  business.  Chauncey  A.  Hertenstein  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  the  parental  farm  in  Green  township  and  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  supplemented  by  a course  in  the  Chilli- 
cothe business  college.  In  March,  1900,  he  and  his  brother  Wesley 
started  in  business  together,  handling  all  kinds  of  building  material, 
and  they  have  already  established  a fine  trade.  March  14,  1896, 
Mr.  Hertenstein  was  married  to  Margaret  Herrnstein,  daughter 
of  George  J.  Herrnstein,  formerly  a lumber  merchant  in  Chilli- 
cothe, now  retired  from  active  business.  Her  mother  was  Catherine 
Brehm,  who,  like  her  husband,  was  of  Ohio  birth  and  is  still  living. 
Mr.  Hertenstein  is  a member  of  the  recently  organized  fraternity 
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called  the  Knights  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order,  and  he  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Edward  Landolin  Hess,  for  twenty-two  consecutive  years  the  effi- 
cient and  popular  manager  of  the  telephone  company  at  Chillicothe, 
is  a native  Ohioan  of  German  parentage.  His  father,  Landolin 
Hess,  was  bom  in  Germany,  June  28,  1819,  and  in  early  manhood 
joined  the  tide  of  emigration  to  America.  On  arriving  in  the 
United  States  he  selected  Chillicothe  as  his  abode  and  there  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days  engaged  in  working  at  his  trade  as  cabinet- 
maker. In  September,  1840,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Anna, 
daughter  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  Lind,  natives  of  Germany  who 
came  over  in  1836  and  two  years  later  settled  at  Chillicothe.  Mr. 
Hess  died  in  1864,  but  his  widow  and  seven  children  survive.  Of 
the  latter,  Mary  Ann,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Brosemer,  resides  in 
Columbus,  Ohio ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  J ohn  Schroth,  and  Christian 
live  in  Chillicothe ; J acob  F.  is  a citizen  of  Cincinnati,  while  Mar- 
garet S.  and  Peter  G.  reside  in  Brooklyn,  New  York.  Edward 
Landolin  Hess,  fourth  in  age  of  the  living  children,  was  bom  in 
Chillicothe  June  8,  1858.  He  obtained  a common  school  education 
and  in  1880  entered  the  employment  of  the  Central  Ohio  Telephone 
company  as  acting  manager  of  their  interests  at  Chillicothe.  From 
that  day  to  this  Mr.  Hess  has  held  this  position  regardless  of  changes 
in  ownership  which  have  converted  the  old  organization  into  the 
Central  Union  Telephone  company.  Nor  is  it  too  much  to  say  that 
during  all  these  years  lie  has  so  discharged  his  duties  as  to  retain 
the  full  confidence  of  his  different  employers  and  gain  the  good  will 
of  the  company’s  numerous  patrons.  He  has  so  thoroughly  mas- 
tered all  the  details  of  the  telephone  business  and  become  so  well 
known  to  the  public  who  patronize  the  instruments  that  he  has 
become  a valuable  man  in  his  position.  Mr.  Hess  has  his  nafion’s 
fondness  for  fraternal  fellowship  and  gratifies  it  by  membership  in 
various  associations,  including  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America, 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  Benevolent  Order  of  Ignatius. 
January  9,  1883,  he  was  married  to  Josephine,  daughter  of  Charles 
Ku  dm  a n n , who  came  to  Ross  county  in  1852.  This  union  resulted 
blirt™  f thjree  chlldren : Olandolin  Ernest,  Petronella  Mary 
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Jackson  Hester  was  born  in  Buckskin  township,  Ross  county, 
January  28,  1844,  son  of  Charles  M.  and  Mary  (Christian)  Hester, 
the  former  a native  of  Buckskin  township  in  1810.  The  father 
to04-°thr  °f  Charf  Hester  were  Pennsylvanians,  who  came 

LntL  taueT?-rlV  peri?d’  first  settling  at  Chillicothe  and  then 
r,  ing  to  Buckskin  township.  The  father,  Henry  Hester,  served 
through  the  war  of  1812  and  bore  his  share  of  all  the  pioneer  hard- 
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ships  in  the  West.  Charles  M.  helped  on  the  farm  during  summers 
and  attended  subscription  school  in  the  winter  time.  After  marry- 
ing, he  went  to  housekeeping  on  his  own  place,  where  he  remained 
until  1850,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  the  place  where  his  son 
Jackson  now  resides.  He  was  a farmer,  but  worked  some  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  Both  himself  and  wife  are  now  numbered  among 
the  dead.  They  had  seven  children  in  all,  of  whom  three  died  in 
infancy,  and  Sarah  Ann’s  death  occurred  after  her  marriage  to 
James  Grieves.  The  living  children  are  Washington,  Jackson  and 
Lucinda,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Grieves.  Jackson  Hester 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  district,  and  was  in  hia 
seventeenth  year  when  the  civil  war  broke  out  On  May  1,  1864, 
he  enlisted  at  Chillicothe  in  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
ninth  Ohio  infantry,  under  command  of  Captain  Rhodes.  They 
were  mustered  in  at  Camp  Dennison  and  sent  from  there  to  Balti- 
more, at  which  place  and  other  points  they  did  guard  duty.  They 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Monocacy,  near  Frederick,  Md.,  on 
July  9,  1864,  and  in  several  smaller  engagements.  The  command 
returned  to  Baltimore,  went  from  there  to  Washington  and  back  to 
Camp  Dennison  in  September,  1864,  where  they  were  mustered  out. 
Immediately  thereafter,  Mr.  Hester  went  to  his  home  and  resumed 
his  duties  on  the  farm.  In  1877,  he  married  May  Hixon,  a native 
of  Ross  county  of  German  descent.  He  continued  to  live  and  do 
business  on  the  old  home  place  of  250  acres  which  he  inherited  from 
his  father.  Besides  general  farming,  Mr.  Hester  operates  a saw- 
mill and  thresher.  He  is  a member  of  Prater  post,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Bourneville,  and  his  political  affiliations  are  Democratic.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hester  were  born  four  children,  whose  names  are  Allen, 
Mary,  Harley  and  Daisy,  all  at  home  and  unmarried. 

Taylor  Hester,  long  connected  with  agricultural  affairs  in  the 
township  of  Buckskin  and  Concord,  is  a descendant  of  early  settlers 
in  Ross  county.  As  far  back  as  1804,  Capt.  Henry  Hester  migrated 
with  his  family  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  and  located  on  land  in 
Buckskin  township.  He  was  a millwright  by  trade  and  some  time 
after  arriving  in  Ross  county  concluded  to  remove  to  Chillicothe  as 
a better  point  for  obtaining  business  in  his  line.  While  resident 
there  he  was  swept  off  by  the  cholera  plague  which  devastated  south- 
ern Ohio  cities  in  1832-33.  Captain  Hester  was  the  father  of 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  latter  of  whom  married  and  went 
to  Indiana,  while  the  others  remained  in  Ross  county  and  reared 
families.  Zaccheus  Hester,  the  oldest  child,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania December  15.  1803,  and  hence  was  less  than  a year  old  when 
his  parents  reached  Ross  county.  After  arriving  at  maturity  he 
was  engaged  mostly  in  farming,  but  also  devoted  considerable  time 
to  the  management  of  a grist  mill.  May  26,  1826,  he  was  mame 
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to  Margaret  Hixon,  born  July  19,  1808,  and  daughter  of  Timothy 
Hixon,  a Virginian  who  was  among  the  earliest  arrivals  in  the 
county.  Zaccheus  Hester  died  July  19,  1878,  and  his  wife  Septem- 
ber 24  of  the  same  year.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Daniel,  born  October  4,  1827,  and  died  March 

23,  1883 ; Sarah,  born  April  25,  1830,  and  died  December  2,  1893 ; 
Rebecca,  born  June  2,  1833,  now  the  wife  of  Michael  McGough  of 
Ross  county;  Rose  Ann,  bom  August  25,  1835,  now  living  in  the 
West;  Timothy,  born  August  21,  1840,  and  died  March  11,  1866; 
John  W.,  bom  July  1,  1844,  lives  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio;  Will- 
iam J.  and  Taylor  (twins),  bom  March  28,  1847,  the  former  died 
June  11,  1870;  Joseph  A.,  born  November  23,  1849,  now  living  in 
Ross  county.  Taylor  Hester,  who  with  his  twin  brother,  was  the 
seventh  bom  of  the  children,  was  born  in  Buckskin  township,  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  March  28,  1847.  His  adult  life  has  been  spent  as  a 
farmer  in  Buckskin  township,  where  he  lived  until  1897,  and  after 
that  in  Concord  township,  wThich  is  the  place  of  his  present  resi- 
dence. He  was  sixteen  years  old  when  John  Morgan  made  his  fam- 
ous raid  through  Ohio,  but  took  his  gun  like  the  older  men  and 
volunteered  to  help  repulse  the  invader.  November  25,  1869,  Mr. 
Hester  was  married  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  and  Lydia 
(Ross)  Cadwallader,  the  former  a native  of  Wales  and  the  latter  a 
Virginian,  who  came  to  Ross  county  with  the  first  rush  of  settlers. 
Of  the  two  children  resulting  from  this  union,  Lucy  Bell  became 
the  wife  of  M.  T.  Devine  of  Frankfort,  and  Charles  Hester,  the 
eldest,  who  is  a fanner  by  occupation,  was  married  January  1,  1902, 
to  Ada  Andrew  of  Greene  county,  Ohio.  The  father  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  also  connected  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

John  W.  Hickel,  one  of  the  younger  generation  of  Ross  county 
farms,  is  a worthy  citizen  of  Concord  township.  The  founder 
of  the  Ross  county  branch  of  the  family  was  an  old  Virginian  by 
the  name  of  George  Hickel,  who  early  learned  and  all  his  life  pur- 
sued the  honorable  and  useful  trade  of  shoemaking.  He  married  in 
his  native  state  and  soon  after  joined  the  great  tide  which  was  mov- 
ing  westward  in  search  of  new  homes.  He  located  in  Coleraln 
township  and  there  resumed  his  trade  as  shoemaker,  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  he  supported  his  family  in  comfortable  style  for 
those  days  until  his  death.  Of  his  six  children,  the  only  ones  liv- 
ing  are  Martin,  who  resides  in  Concord  township,  and  Catherine, 
the  wife  of  H.  Goldsberry  of  Deerfield  township ; the  names  of  the 
dead  are  Jacob,  Betsey,  Christopher  and  Devault.  The  last  men- 
tioned remained  at  home  until  he  reached  manhood  when,  in  con- 
nection with  one  of  the  brothers,  he  rented  a farm  in  Concord 
township  which  they  cultivated  together  and  shared  equallv  in  the 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


517 


proceeds.  In  due  time  his  thoughts  turned  to  matrimony  and  as  a 
helpmeet  he  selected  Lucinda  Goldsberry,  of  Ohio,  taking  his  bride 
home  to  the  farm  where  he  had  been  living  and  which  he  had 
recently  purchased.  Devault  Hickel  was  an  industrious  and  pro- 
gressive farmer,  while  his  wife  was  a prudent  and  saving  house- 
keeper, so  between  them  they  established  a comfortable  home  and 
obtained  a fair  measure  of  success  on  their  farm.  They  reared  and 
provided  well  for  ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  except 
Etta  M.,  the  latest  born.  The  names  and  locations  of  the  others 
are  as  follows : Mary,  wife  of  Leopold  Dinkier  of  Deerfield  town- 

ship; Margaret,  at  the  old  home  place;  Laura,  now  Mrs.  Preston 
Via  of  Virginia;  John  W. ; Anna,  married  to  William  Seitz  of  Con- 
cord township;  Alice,  wife  of  Allison  Hyer  of  Concord;  Jennie, 
married  to  Samuel  Gregory  of  Union  township;  William  and 
Amanda  at  the  old  homestead.  The  father  died  in  1893  and  the 
mother  in  1894.  John  W.  Hickel,  fourth  in  the  list  of  children, 
was  born  near  Frankfort,  -Ross  county,  October  11,  1857.  He 
grew  up  on  his  father’s  farm  and  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry 
while  acquiring  a knowledge  of  all  the  details  of  farming,  under  the 
excellent  supervision  of  his  paternal  instructor.  Mr.  Hickel 
remained  at  the  old  homestead  until  the  time  of  his  marriage  to 
Minnie  M.  Keller,  of  Chillicothe,  which  occurred  July  29,  1897. 
Immediately  after  this  event,  the  newly  wedded  couple  went  to  live 
at  the  place  which  has  since  been  their  residence,  and  where  Mr. 
Hickel  carries  on  general  farming  and  stockraising. 

Charles  D.  Higbv  was  bom  in  Richmond  Dale,  Ross  county,  in 
1843,  son  of  the  late  Sylvester  X.  Higbv,  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous and  influential  farmers  of  Franklin  township.  The  latter  was 
a native  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  born  on  September  19,  1819. 
Being  left  an  orphan  in  extreme  youth,  he  spent  most  of  his  boy- 
hood with  his  sisters  in  Cleveland.  After  reaching  maturity  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Richmond  Dale  and  so  con- 
tinued for  several  years.  Eventually  he  sold  this  business  and 
located  on  a farm  in  Franklin  township,  which  he  managed  until 
his  death  on  December  31,  1885.  He  held  various  official  posi- 
tions, including  school  director,  justice  of  the  peace  and  treasurer  of 
his  township,  fulfilling  all  their  duties  with  scrupulous  fidelity. 
November  10,  1842,  he  was  married  to  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Hayes)  Davis,  and  by  this  union  had  seven 
children:  Charles,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Mar- 

cus Boggs;  Julia,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  yeqrs;  Rose,  wife  of 
Ira  Harris;  Kizzie;  Joseph,  who  married  Jennie  Foster;  and 
Laura,  wife  of  H.  C.  Downs.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  on 
December  29,  1893,  at  her  home  in  Higbv,  aged  sixty-nine  years 
and  six  months.  Charles  D.  JTigby,  the  first  bom  of  his  parents, 
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received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Franklin  town- 
ship. He  was  approaching  his  eighteenth  year,  when  the  great  civil 
war  commenced,  and  on  November  20,  1861,  he  became  a soldier  of 
the  Union.  He  cast  his  lot  with  Company  F,  of  the  Fifty-third 
Ohio  infantry,  going  in  as  a private,  soon  being  made  a corporal, 
i serSe£^Qt  aHd  eventually  becoming  quartermaster  sergeant, 
which  position  he  held  when  mustered  out  on  August  25,  1865.  Mr. 
Higby  participated  in  all  the  fighting  and  marching  of  his  regiment 
from  Shiloh  to  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  where  the  great  drama  practically 
closed  Among  the  more  notable  of  the  battles  in  which  he  took  part 
with  his  command  may  be  mentioned  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth, 
La  Grange  and  Moscow  (Tenn.),  Holly  Springs  and  Wallace  Mills 
(Miss.),  besides  many  minor  skirmishes  and  severe  engagements. 
On  June  17,  1864,  he  was  wounded  at  Kenesaw  mountain  by  a gun- 
shot in  the  ankle,  which  injury  kept  him  out  of  the  service  about 

Yr  + ?lls  ret;urn  fr°m  tile  war,  he  engaged  in  farming 
m 1 ranklin  township,  which  business  has  absorbed  most  of  his  atten- 
tion  ever  since.  From  1882  to  1885  he  served  as  traveling  deputy 
collector  of  internal  revenue.  He  has  occupied  several  small  town- 
ship offices,  including  that  of  treasurer,  which  he  has  held  for  the 
past  sixteen  years  He  has  also  been  postmaster  at  Higbv  since 
1886,  a position  which  his  father  held  for  several  years  prior' to  that 

cond’„ct^nCe  188°’  I™  addltlon  to  hls  other  business  affairs,  he  has 
conducted  a general  store  at  Higby.  In  1872,  Mr.  Higbv  was 

fivTViV  t0  i/to7  L'1i>OW’  of  Jefferson  township,  and  they"  have 
fi  e living  children:  Hattie  D.,  now  Mrs.  Hiram  A.  Smith  of  Wav- 

ffigbv  hi"5  r,C  B",Hannah  D-  Char1^  D-  and  James  O Mr. 
p.g^7  !?tf,nsive  fraternal  connections,  including  the  Mvstic 

man  er?to  S '*&a*  ‘ ^ of  the  S 

ization^f  th?  P /^°r'  ^ ^l0ngS  also  to  the  Patriotic  organ- 

Episcopal  church.311  ^ ° * * RePubhc  and  to  the  Methodist 

1;  Bdgar-,7'  Ri?bv,  a progressive  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Frank- 
wl™  13  3 member  °f  a fa,nil7  connection  lon^and  Wablv 

course  in  the  common  schools  he  Besides  the  ordinary 
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entered  the  commercial  college  of  A.  D.  Wilt'  at  Dayton,  O.,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1883.  Since  leaving  school  he  has  devoted  his 
attention  entirely  to  farming  and  has  met  with  gratifying  success  in 
all  of  his  operations.  He  has  charge  of  284  acres  of  land,  which  he 
cultivates  by  up-to-date  methods,  the  general  farming  being  supple- 
mented by  profitable  stock-raising.  Mr.  Higby  is  well  informed  in 
agricultural  matters  and  aims  to  keep  thoroughly  posted  concerning 
the  latest  improvements  and  discoveries  in  that  great  industry.  He 
is  a Republican  in  politics  but  contents  himself  with  voting  and 
wastes  no  time  running  after  office.  January  23,  1895,  he  was 
married  to  Luella  J . Davis,  of  Richmond  Dale,  daughter  of  Ambrose 
Davis,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Jefferson  township.  They  have  one 
son,  Earl  Norton,  bom  February  14,  1896. 

Joseph  H.  Higby  is  a native  of  Franklin  township,  Ross  county, 
bora  December  14,  1857.  His  parents  were  Sylvester  N.  and  Han- 
nah (Davis)  Higby,  the  former  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio, 
September  19,  1819.  Mrs.  Higby,  born  in  1824,  was  the  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Hayes)  Davis,  who  settled  in  Franklin 
township  at  an  early  period  and  there  spent  the  most  of  their  married 
life.  The  father  died  in  1837,  and  the  mother  subsequently  married 
Horace  Crookham,  with  whom  she  lived  until  her  death  in  1865. 
Sylvester  Higby  and  wife  had  seven  children,  of  whom  Joseph  H. 
was  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  The  father  died  on  December  31,  1885, 
leaving  a fine  estate  comprising  several  hundred  acres  of  land.  His 
life  wras  one  of  useful  activity  and  his  success  the  result  of  unwearied 
industry  directed  by  sound  judgment.  He  held  the  offices  of  town- 
ship treasurer,  school  director  and  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  an 
Odd  Fellow  and  Mason  of  the  32d  degree.  His  wife  survived  him 
about  eight  years,  dying  on  December  29,  1893,  at  her  home  in 
Higby,  aged  over  69  years.  Their  son  Joseph  H.  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  county  and  spent  four  years  at  the 
Wesleyan  university  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  After  leaving  school  he 
worked  as  civil  engineer  on  various  railroads  for  about  three  veal's. 
In  1882,  he  settled  down  to  farming  near  the  old  homestead  and  has 
ever  since  followed  this  pursuit  August  3,  1892,  Mr.  Higby  was 
married  to  Jennie  E.,  daughter  of  John  C.  Foster,  of  Franklin 
township.  Mrs.  Higby’s  father  is  descended  from  one  of  the  earliest 
of  Ross  county’s  settlers,  has  always  lived  in  Franklin  township  and 
became  one  of  its  most  prosperous  farmers,  owning  between  500  and 
600  acres  of  land.  He  married  Marv  E.  Foster,  of  Pike  county,  by 
whom  he  had  seven  children. 

Apollo  Hill  of  Ross  county  was  born  in  Mason  county,  W.  Va.,  on 
August  17,  1857.  He  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  Hill,  a West  Virginia 
farmer,  who  married  Maria  Stephens  about  the  year  1852,  and  by 
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ter  had  ten  children,  of  whom  three  died  in  infancy.  The  others 
are  Rankin  J.,  Apollo,  Linza,  Byrd,  Laura  M.,  David  and  Oma. 
The  fourth  child,  Byrd  Hill,  lives  at  Point  Pleasant  and  is  now  a 
state  senator  of  West  Virginia.  The  father  died  on  March  19, 
1881,  but  the  mother  still  lives  on  the  old  home  place.  Apollo  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  state  and  remained  at 
home  until  mature  manhood.  While  visiting  in  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
e met  Miss  Kate  Baum,  and  their  acquaintance  resulted  in  mar- 
riage on  March  22,  1883.  This  lady  is  a daughter  of  George  Baum, 
who  came  from  Pickaway  to  Ross  county  some  time  in  the  1840’s. 
After  marriage,  Mr.  Hill  took  his  bride  to  the  West  Virginia  home 
and  settled  down  to  housekeeping  in  Mason  county.  After  six  years 
spent  in  this  place,  a removal  was  made  to  Meigs  county,  Ohio,  and 
this,  at  the  end  of  two  years’  sojourn,  was  followed  by  another 
change  which  took  them  to  Ross  county.  There  they  found  a perma- 
nent abode,  where  Mr.  Hill  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  genera] 
arming  and  Stock-raising.  They  have  a family  of  three  children, 
Howard,  Davie  and  Laura  C.,  ali  of  whom  are  at  home. 

John  C.  Hinton,  one  of  Ross  county’s  substantial  farmers,  is  the 
n,V“d  ^'an<  son  ,of  pioneers  and  may  be  considered  one  himself,  as 

Ti,q  *-yo,,n£  state  at  the  time  of  his  birth.  His 
grandfather^  Thomas  Hinton,  supposed  to  have  been  from  Maryland, 

sZ  with  ldU°  •/  ni'  of.Ken‘ucky  a"d  settled  in  Colerain'town- 
ship  with  his  wife  Deborah  and  children.  The  familv  records  do 

not  give  exact  dates,  but  these  pioneers  came  during  the  last  quarter 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  when  the  country  was  ftiB  fuTl  of  wild 

linals  and  wilder  Indians.  Thomas  Hinton  entered  a half  section 
of  land  for  a company  and  kept  109  acres  for  himself,  which  have 
evei  since  been  retained  by  his  descendants.  He  cleared  a natch 

S; , yin,i"di™ '.'d  j°.r  T71  !nn  ■f“r  *• — r rfta 

erty  during  his  long  life  bein^  sun^eT’  3^  C<tnsideralJle  ProP- 
years  old  at  the  time  of hfa  *&*-*”» 

Susanna  Cox,  member  of  one  of  tho  - l,  ' .ruanll.ood  he  married 
and  bv  her  had  a familv  of  e.Vht  1 ,.nei£ld)0Jln£  pioneer  families, 
now  living  are  Antw'ld  C ffinton  teV**  ^ Z™ 
m Coleram  township  June  10,  1824,  and  Z ^ ^ 
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tS  b,y  uis  grandfaJthel\  He  pw  Tip  on  the  farm,  was  trained  to 
-dt  V°rk;  re™amed  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age 
and  then  decided  to  take  a wife.  The  lady  of  his  choilL  was  Ha7 
ah  Leasure  and  to  her  he  was  united  in  matrimony  in  the  year  1845 
Mr.  Hinton  u.  fond  of  telling  that  he  only  had  one  dollar  a^t  toe  time 
of  his  marriage  and  this  he  gave  to  toe  preacher  for  performing  toe 

7 hC  d°Wn  t0  hard  “d  soon  had^o“  only 

toCing  Kf  U i-.TPiUS/r7erty  Which  he  has  continued  to  add 
unng  life  until  he  finds  himself  in  very  comfortable  circum- 

rfances,  owning  257  acres  of  l,nd  well  stocked  and  improved.  Mr 

he  h^Wn  J!  ,!^  18  P1'eST-  Pkce  Since  1S46>  d«ri«g  which  time 
meeting  with  ^ 1 y enS®Sed  ingeneral  fanning  and  stock-raising, 
to  hi«  Lrf-b  TT8  SUTSS  m bls  °Perations.  Though  Democratic 
ir.g^to7  lf CS’f7JeaVrS  'u6  office-seeking  business  to  others,  content- 
offl  hlmself  with  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a voter,  and  the  only 

fiUed  ahTfr  he  188  t-,1'1  !S  that  °f  to'v'nship  tn.stee,  which  he 
hlled  about  ten  years.  Like  the  Hebrew  patriachs  of  old,  Mr.  Hin- 

ton  has  been  blessed  with  a large  family  of  children,  his  first  mar- 
age  resulting  in  twelve  : Lueretia,  Andrew,  Mary.  Elias,  Jesse, 

Thl!  r 7“W1S’  Mf"ehne’  Cyros  J > Edward,  Willard  and  George' 
ihree  of  this  number  Lueretia,  Mary  and  Susan  are  dead.  The 
mother  died  in  March,  1879,  and  in  April,  1881,  Mr.  Hinton 
married  Mahala  Wilson,  a Ross  county  lady,  by  whom  he  has  five 
children:  Mazie,  Carrie,  Ira,  Myrtie  and  Alma.  Both  himself 

and  wife  are  devout  members  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  in 
nidi i he  has  long  been  a prominent  and  enthusiastic  worker.  In 
tact,  Mr.  Hinton  has  belonged  to  this  church  for  sixty  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  worthily  filled  its  official  positions  of  various 
•Kinds,  such  as  class  leader,  steward  and  trustee. 

John  Hire  was  born  in  Concord  township,  Ross  county,  in  1835. 
-com  his  father  and  his  grandfather  were  named  Michael  and  both 
ere  Virginians  by  birth.  The  grandsire  and  wife  joined  the  pro- 
cession which  was  wending  its  way  to  the  west  in  search  of  homes; 
arrived  m Ross  county  early  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  selected 
1 °^C°1id  towTls^P  as  place  of  their  future  abode!  He  secured 
land,  the  clearing  and  cultivating  of  which  was  the  arduous  occupa- 
J?.n _°*  working  days.  With  him  from  Virginia  came  his  son 

-Michael,  a small  boy  at  that  time,  and  after  the  arrival  in  Ohio  other 
children  were  born,  including  nine  altogether.  The  junior  Michael 
grew  to  manhood  in  Ross  county  and  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
ather  as  a life-long  farmer.  He  selected  as  his  wife  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  Roseboom,  an  old  resident  of  Ross  county.  From 
is  union  came  seven  children,  of  whom  only  three  are  now  living, 
•these  are  John,  Mary  (wife  of  James  Loekard  of  Concord  town- 
8 *P)>  flnd  Abraham.  John,  the  oldest  of  these  children,  became  a 
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farmer  as  soon  as  he  had  finished  his  schooling,  and  his  operations 
have  been  confined  to  Ross  county,  with  the  exception  of  three  years 
spent  in  the  neighboring  county  of  Pickaway.  During  the  year 
1864  he  helped  to  fight  off  Morgan  during  the  raid  of  that  famous 
guerrilla  chieftain  into  Ohio.  He  wras  married  in  1858  to  Mary 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Henry  Arnold,  of  Pickaway  county.  They 
have  four  children,  of  whom  Eva  Ann  and  Charles  Alva,  the  oldest 
and  youngest,  are  dead ; Luella  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Sturgeon,  of 
Concord  township  ; and  Benjamin  is  a resident  of  Pickaway  county. 
Mr.  Hire  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


Alexander  L.  Hodsden  is  a native  of  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  born 
October  9,  1826.  His  father,  Stephen  Hodsden,  of  New  York 
state,  came  to  Ohio  at  an  early  period  and  settled  in  Ross  county; 
taught  school  for  a while,  and,  after  his  marriage  to  Mary  Junk, 
was  presented  by  the  latter’s  father  with  about  100  acres  of  land  in 
Delaware  county,  to  which  he  removed  with  his  wife.  The  latter 
being  ill  with  consumption,  it  was  deemed  best  to  bring  her  back  to 
Ross  county  in  order  that  she  might  have  the  care  of  her  parents,  but 
she  died  at  the  old  home  in  April,  1831.  She  left  two  children,  of 
whom  James  M.  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River  and  Alexan- 
der is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  By  a second  marriage  of  the 
father,  there  were  four  children,  of  whom  Emeline  is  dead,  Steven 
and  ^Josephine  live  in  Porter  county,  Ind.,  and  Clinton  was  killed 
at  Kenesaw  Mountain.  Meantime  the  father  had  removed  to  the 


state  of  Indiana  and  was  residing  there  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Alexander*  was  taken  by  his  grandparents  after  his  mother’s  death, 
and  continued  to  live  with  them  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  old. 
On  February  1,  1853,  he  was  married  to  Maria  Augustus  and  settled 
with  his  bride  on  a farm  which  he  had  purchased  during  the  previous 
year.  This  place,  consisting  of  201  acres,  contained  at  the  time  an 
old  log  house  with  two  rooms  and  a slab  floor,  into  which  the  newly 
married  couple  moved  and  commenced  housekeeping.  Later  on,  as 
prosperity  visited  them,  the  shabby  cabin  gave  place  to  a comfortable 
frame  house  and  the  farm  was  from  time  to  time  supplied  with  all 
necessary  improvements.  In  those  days  it  was  not  so  easy  to  obtain 
a good  education  as  it  is  now,  and  Mr.  Hodsden  had  few  advantages 
of  this  kind  in  early  life.  Later  on,  at  his  own  expense,  he  paid 
tuition  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  special  lessons.  During  the  civil 
war  he  had  a rather  interesting  military  experience.  In  1863,  a 
company  was  organized  in  Union  township  which  was  called  the 
Home  Guards,  and  of  this  Mr.  Hodsden  became  a member.  This 
company  was  later  attached  to  the  Ohio  National  Guards,  including 
the  Twenty-seventh  regiment  from  Ross  county  and  the  Fifty-fifth 
battohon  from  Clinton  county.  These  troops  Were  levied  for  what 
calleJ  t,,e  h,mdml  da.ys  service  and  were  intended  for  guards 
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at  various  important  points  on  the  railroads  and  as  reliefs  for  the 
regulars  in  the  field.  After  the  Ohio  command  was  mobilized  at 
Camp  Dennison,  in  May,  1864,  they  were  ordered  to  Maryland, 
where  they  were  assigned  to  guard  duty  at  different  places.  The 
“hundred  day  men,”  as  they  were  called,  had  rather  spirited  exper- 
iences during  the  campaigns  of  1864  in  the  valley  of  Virginia, 
Maryland  and  along  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad.  It 
was  in  June  of  that  year  that  General  “Jube”  Early  commenced  his 
famous  march  “on  to  Washington.”  The  “hundred  day  men” 
were  posted  at  various  points  on  the  railroad  north  of  Martinsburg, 
and  when  Early’s  vanguard  approached,  consisting  of  McCausland’s 
cavalry,  there  were  numerous  brushes  between  these  forces  at  the 
block-houses.  Finally,  when  Early’s  anny  reached  Frederick,  Md., 
a force  of  4,500  Union  troops  confronted  him  at  what  is  known  as 
Monocacy  Junction  hard  by  the  city.  Among  these  troops  was  the 
command  to  which  Mr.  Hodsden  belonged,  and  on  the  9th  of  July, 
1864,  they  took  part  in  the  severe  battle  fought  between  the  forces 
of  Early  and  General  Lew  Wallace.  Later,  the  “hundred  day  men” 
were  in  Virginia,  where  they  had  a brush  with  Guerrilla  Mosby  at 
Berry ville  on  the  14th  of  August.  Mr.  llodsden’s  regiment  returned 
to  Ohio  and  was  mustered  out  on  August  30,  1864,  their  term  of 
enlistment  having  expired.  They  did  valuable  service  for  the  Union 
cause  during  their  brief  but  adventurous  experiences  in  the  East. 
After  the  war,  Mr.  Hodsden  resumed  his  work  of  fanning  and 
stock-raising.  On  April  20,  1901,  he  lost  his  wife  by  death.  This 
estimable  lady  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  of  whom  James  M., 
Elizabeth  and  Missouri  have  passed  away.  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Benjamin  F.  Willis,  of  Kansas;  Josephine  and  Thomas  J.  are  at 
home;  Augustus  lives  in  Columbus,  William  F.  in  Kebraska, 
John  A.  and  Stephen  in  Chillicothe.  Mr.  Hodsden  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  road  supervisor,  and  was  for  some  time  an 
active  member  of  the  Grand  Anny  of  the  Republic.  He  has  been 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  for  about  fifty  years.  Though 
now  seventy-five  years  old,  he  has  the  appearance  and  vigor  of  a 
much  younger  man. 

John  M.  Houser,  of  Ross  county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  Loudoun 
county,  Va.,  where  he  was  born  about  thirty  miles  from  Washing- 
ton City,  on  January  18,  1816.  He  was  the  son  of  Michael  Houser, 
born  in  1760,  and  grandson  of  Abraham  Houser,  who  came  from 
Germany  and  settled  in  Virginia  in  1758.  There  was  a legend  that 
Abraham  had  been  king  of  a small  province  in  the  old  country,  but 
however  this  may  be,  he  devoted  himself  to  farming  after  reaching 
the  soil  of  the  Old  Dominion.  He  married  a Miss  Minear,  by 
whom  he  had  eleven  children,  and  died  in  Virginia  in  1806.  All 
of  these  children  are  long  since  dead  and  even  the  names  of  some  are 
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now  forgotten  by  the  family.  Michael,  the  oldest  of  the  children, 
was  married  in  Virginia  in  January,  1788,  to  Amy  Tenant,  by  whom 
he  had  twelve  children.  In  1817,  accompanied  by  a brother,  he 
came  to  Ohio  and  settled  near  Bourneville.  Six  of  his  children  died 
in  infancy,  others  reached  maturity,  but  the  only  one  now  surviving 
is  John  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father  fanned  after  he 
reached  Ross  county  and  died  in  March,  1818,  his  wife  passing 
away  in  the  same  year.  After  the  death  of  his  parents,  John  M. 
Houser,  then  an  infant  two  years  old,  was  taken  in  charge  by  his 
sister,  who  cared  for  him  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen.  He 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade  which  he  made  a means  of  livelihood 
for  many  years  afterward.  In  connection  with  this,  however,  he 
carried  on  fanning  in  a limited  way  and  between  the  two  met  with 
a reasonable  share  of  success.  August  26,  1841,  Mr.  Houser  was 
married  to  Alethe  Henry,  and  they  settled  down  in  Lattasville, 
which  was  their  home  for  forty-eight  years.  Of  their  four  children, 
William  R.  and  Hugh  H.  are  dead ; Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Capt.  Caleb 
Core  and  John  L.  is  a resident  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Houser  is  a Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  His 
wife  died  on  March  25,  1889,  since  which  time  he  has  been  living 
with  his  son  and  daughter. 

Harry  G.  Howard,  a popular  and  promising  young  attorney  of 
Chillicothe,  comes  of  old  English  stock  long  located  in  Ross  county. 
James  Howard,  founder  of  the  Ohio  branch  of  the  family,  was  an 
Englishman  by  birth  who  emigrated  to  Virginia,  and  after  some 
years  spent  in  that  state  became  a settler  of  Ohio  in  1808.  He 
established  himself  in  Ross  county  as  a manufacturer  of  spinning- 
wheels,  an  article  of  prime  necessity  in  those  pioneer  days,  and  made 
a good  living  out  of  this  useful  occupation.  He  became  a man  of 
some  prominence  in  his  community,  held  the  position  of  township 
trustee,  and  died  in  1863,  leaving  several  children.  Among  the 
latter  was  a son  named  John,  born  at  Chillicothe,  in  December, 
1821.  He  grew  up  in  his  native  city,  learned  the  saddlers  trade, 
followed  the  same  until  some  time  during  the  civil  war,  then  went 
into  the  undertaking  business  and  continued  that  until  1892.  In 
that  \ear  he  retired  permanently  from  business,  and  with  his  wife, 
nLMi-VaS  a New  A ork  state,  is  leading  a quiet  life  in 

Chillicothe.  He  has  four  children:  Charles  H. ; Horace,  of  Tuc- 

son, Ari. ; John,  of  Chillicothe,  and  James  W.,  of  Cleveland. 
Charles  H.  Howard  was  bora  in  Chillicothe,  May  18,  1848.  When 
ai.^1.in.^.T,ian  ^ecarne  a railroad  employee  and  rose  to  the  position 
of  division  superintendent  on  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad.  In 
6 remove(^  Cincinnati,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In 
18  <1  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Charles  Aid,  an  old 
resident  of  Chillicothe.  She  died  in  1900,  leaving  two  children, 
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Harry  G.,  and  Edna,  wife  of  William  T.  Tibbits,  of  Chicago. 
Harry  G.  Howard  wras  bom  in  Chillicothe,  January  11,  1875,  grew 
up  to  manhood  in  his  native  city  and  was  graduated  in  the  city 
high  school  with  the  class  of  1893.  Shortly  thereafter  he  became  a 
student  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Albert  Douglass  of  Chillicothe  for  the 
purpose  of  familiarizing  himself  with  the  law.  Subsequently  he 
matriculated  at  the  Cincinnati  Law  school  and  after  a two  years7 
course  in  that  institution  received  his  diploma  with  the  class  of  1896. 
Without  delay  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Chil- 
licothe and  has  continued  the  same  to  the  present  time  with  fine 
promise  of  future  success  and  a brilliant  career.  Mr.  Howard  is  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  secre- 
tary of  the  lodge  in  Chillicothe. 

O.  M.  Howser,  principal  promoter  of  the  Chillicothe,  Ml  Sterling 
& Columbus  electric  line,  and  long  prominent  in  business  circles  of 
Ross  county,  comes  of  strong  and  sturdy  ancestral  stock.  There  is 
no  better  blood  in  the  world  than  that  known  as  Holland  Dutch,  and 
it  was  a pair  of  these  liberty-loving  people  who  originated  the 
Howser  family  in  Virginia,  through  which  offshoots  have  come  to 
other  states  of  the  Union.  William  Howser,  son  of  these  immi- 
grants, was  bom  in  Loudoun  county,  Va.,  in  1809.  His  father 
dying  when  he  was  quite  young,  he  was  taken  in  charge  by  his  uncle 
Christopher  Howser,  who  reared  him  with  affectionate  care  and 
looked  after  his  early  education.  William  attended  school  at  Lees- 
burg, the  principal  town  in  Loudoun  county,  and  one  of  his  class- 
mates was  Robert  E.  Lee,  who  afterward  became  so  celebrated  as 
the  commander  of  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia.  After  leaving 
school,  William  made  himself  master  of  the  shoemaker’s  trade  and 
thus  equipped  joined  the  army  of  “movers77  who  were  then  seeking 
homes  in  the  West  He  settled  at  Lancaster,  O.,  and  soon  there- 
after married  Naomi  Warfield,  Ohio-born  of  Irish  descent,  with 
whom  he  went  to  housekeeping  and  prosecuted  his  trade  as  a means 
of  support.  After  several  years  at  this  place  a removal  was  made 
to  Concord  township  in  Ross  county,  where  the  head  of  the  family 
continued  his  calling  as  a shoemaker.  In  1857,  still  another  move 
was  made,  this  time  to  Pickaway  county,  where  shoemaking  was 
temporarily  abandoned  for  management  of  a farm,  which  continued 
for  two  years,  when  the  father  permanently  located  at  Clarksburg, 
Ross  county.  He  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years,  but 
up  to  some  eight  or  ten  years  before  his  death  he  continued  to  work 
at  his  shoemaker’s  trade,  showing  his  old  industrious  habits  to  the 
last.  Though  considerably  younger  than  he,  his  wife  died  eighteen 
years  befora  him.  This  worthy  couple  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children.  Christie  A.,  wife  of  Josiah  Henness,  of  Greenfield ; Mar- 
garet J.,  married  to  Charles  Brown  of  Clarksburg;  Elizabeth  E., 
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wife  of  George  W.  Farlow,  Clarksburg;  Rosa  (deceased)  ; Will- 
iam R.,  died  in  the  Andersonville  prison  in  1863 ; O.  M.,  subject 
of  this  sketch ; Jennie,  wife  of  J.  M.  Bowen  of  Clarksburg;  Mary  A., 
of  Greenfield.  O.  M.  Howser  was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
near  Frankfort,  June  3,  1847,  finished  the  school  course  at  Clarks- 
burg and  afterward  studied  law  with  Judge  Safford  in  Chillicothe. 
Deciding,  however,  not  to  follow  a professional  life,  he  turned  his 
attention  to  commercial  pursuits  as  more  congenial  to  his  tastes. 
For  seventeen  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business, 
after  which  he  traveled  two  years  for  the  Hocking  Valley  manufac- 
turing company,  of  Lancaster.  Mr.  Ilowser  is  one  of  the  principal 
promoters  of  the  Chillicothe,  Mt.  Sterling  and  Columbus  Electric 
railway  line,  being  vice-president  and  director  of  the  company.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  thirteen  years  continu- 
ously and  does  considerable  real  estate  business.  He  is  quite  prom- 
inent in  Freemasonry,  holding  membership  in  Heber  lodge,  No.  501, 
at  Williamsport,  and  Chapter  No.  4 and  Commandery  No.  8,  of  Chil- 
licothe. He  also  belongs  to  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  No.  721,  at  Clarks- 
burg, and  in  all  the  affairs  of  his  fraternities  is  attentive  and  active. 
He  was  married  October  18,  1876,  to  Hannah  Wilkins,  born  and 
bred  in  Deerfield  township,  with  whom  he  has  since  lived  most  hap- 
pily at  Clarksburg.  They  have  five  children:  William  M., 

Ellen  T.,  Jeanette,  Della  and  Ward.  The  family  attend  the  Chris- 
tian church. 


Charles  Hoyt,  M.  D.,  of  Chillicothe,  is  a native  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada,  born  January  20,  1854.  Both  father  and  grandfather 
were  named  Nason  and  they  were  New  Englanders  by  birth,  the 
earlier  ancestors  of  the  family  having  emigrated  from  England  to 
this  country  in  1635.  Nason  Hoyt,  the  Doctor’s  father,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  who  removed  from  New  Hampshire  to 
Canada  and  thence  to  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  days  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  He 
married  Susan  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  during  the  many 
subsequent  years  they  lived  together  they  were  always  highly 
esteemed  as  devout  church  members  and  worthy  citizens  in  all 
respects.  Dr.  Charles  Hoyt  was  the  youngest  of  their  eleven  chil- 
dren. He  finished  the  course  prescribed  in  the  schools  of  Chau- 
tauqua county,  N.  ^ .,  and  then  engaged  in  teaching,  occupying  his 
leisure  hours  in  the  study  of  medicine.  Subsequently,  he  went  to 
Cincinnati  and  entered  the  Pulte  Medical  college,  where  he  pursued 
the  regular  course.  In  due  time  he  was  graduated  from  this  insti- 
tution and  formed  a partnership  with  his  brother,  Dr.  William  Hovt, 
for  the^  practice  of  medicine  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio.  In  the  spring ‘of 
1880,  he  removed  to  Chillicothe,  where  he  has  since  resided  and 
practiced  alone.  Dr.  Hoyt  has  collected  a choice  library  of  stand- 
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ard  works  embracing  the  greatest  of  the  medical  writers  at  all 
periods,  and  he  is  a diligent  student  of  the  learning  therein  con- 

hisnlfJIe  a TS  nothlng  t0  Pass  which  promises  improvement  in 
fhe  knowledge  or  is  calculated  to  keep  him  abreast  of 

the  times  in  modem  discoveries.  He  is  a member  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Homeopathy,  of  the  International  Hahnemannian  asso- 
ciation  and  the  Ohio  State  Medical  society.  He  has  been  president 
of  the  Chiilicothe  Board  of  Trade  and  prominently  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  the  city,  and  is  now  president  of  the  Mer- 
Sl*atl°"  ln  Chiilicothe,  and  president  of  the  Chiilicothe 
t!  !l  ?T  •'°n  company,  a scheme  for  the  union  of  two  towns 

worker tTT.!C  D/‘  Ho^  is  a of  and  active 

Jo,  ,ln  yanoi,s  divisions  of  the  Masonic  order  in  Chiilicothe 
Septeniber  6,  1883,  lie  was  married  to  Helen  E.  Will,  a native  of 

w<ArthUr’  °hl°‘  TThe  results  of  this  union  have  been  two  children, 
whose  names  are  Loy  and  Donald. 

John  J.  Hughes,  who  farms  a handsome  body  of  land  in  the  east- 
ern part  ot  fecioto  township,  is  one  of  the  representative  fanners  of 
county.  He  is  of  Virginia  parentage  immediately  but  farther 

duriJT  t0  Engklul  From  that  c°untry,  some  time 

during  the  eighteenth  century,  came  John  Hughes  and  two  brothers, 

who  purchased  arge  tracts  of  land  in  Virginia  and  became  men  of 
nportance  in  their  day.  John  married  Marv  Jeans  and  reared  a 
Beta v sever‘  children:  John,  James,  Livingston,  William, 

i A^LMar'i  8nd  E lza'  John>  the  eldest  of  these,  was  bom 
in  Aibemiarle  county,  Va.,  in  1812.  He  remained  at  home  until 
nis  eighteenth  year,  after  which  he  resided  some  time  with  an 
uno  e anc  then  went  to  Alabama,  where  he  was  employed  as 
an  overseer.  This  continued  for  three  years,  followed  by  his 
return  to  \irgima  and  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Proffit,  with. whom  he 
ettied  on  a farm  in  Nelson  county  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
ot  tns  days.  He  had  ten  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the 
others  being  John  J.,  William,  Alex.,  Robert,  Jack,  Henry,  Anna, 
Micy  and  Louisa,  all  of  whom  live  in  Nelson  county  with  the  excep- 
toon  of  Henry,  who  is  a resident  of  Augusta  county.  John  J. 
ttughes,  eldest  of  these  children,  was  bom  in  Nelson  county,  Va., 
JJecember  25,  1847.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  twenty- 
rs  year,  after  which  he  spent  a year  in  Kentucky  doing  day  labor 
on  a farm.  ^Returning  to  Virginia,  he  was  married  to  Susan"  Sauls, 
July  25,  18 <2,  began  farming  in  his  native  county,  and  lived  there 
iintil  1888. . In  that  year  he  came  to  Ross  county  and  located  on  the 
arm  m Scioto  township  which  he  has  since  managed  with  success. 

1 he  real  estate  which  Mr.  Hughes  manages  amounts  to  300  acres  of 
excellent  land,  which  is  cultivated  by  the  most  approved  methods 
and  kept  in  firstrdass  condition.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  have  ten 
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children : Emma  (living  in  Madison  county),  Betty,  Nannie,  Susie, 

Lucy,  John,  Wirt,  Mack,  Isaac  and  Dick. 


Luther  B.  Hurst,  treasurer  of  Ross  county,  is  a native  of  the  same, 
bom  on  his  father’s  farm  May  28,  1869.  His  parents  were  Gen. 
Samuel  H.  and  Mary  (Trimble)  Hurst,  the  former  being  well  known 
as  a business  man  of  Chillicothe  and  the  present  postmaster  of  that 
city,  a soldier  during  the  civil  war,  an  ex-department  commander  of 
the  Ohio  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  one  of  the  leading  poli- 
ticians of  his  section.  Luther  B.  Hurst  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Chillicothe,  and  remained  with  his  father  on  the  farm 


until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  when  he  entered  the  employment  of 
the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Southwestern  railway  company.  He  retained 
this  position  until  November,  1894,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the 
appointment  as  deputy  treasurer.  Within  three  years  after  entering 
the  office,  he  was  himself  elected  treasurer  of  Ross  county  by  a major- 
ity of  769,  leading  the  entire  Republican  ticket  in  that  county.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Ohio  National  Guard  from  July  3,  1892,  until 
the  company  was  mustered  into  National  sendee,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war  with  Spain,  when  Mr.  Hurst  became  a member  of  the  Sev- 
enth Ohio  volunteer  infantry  and  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
of  Company  H.  His  experience  as  a business  man  led  to  his  appoint- 
ment, and  the  ability  for  the  service  which  he  displayed  resulted 
in  his  promotion  to  the  post  of  ordnance  officer  of  the  regiment.  He 
was  mustered  out  with  his  regiment  at  Columbus  in  November,  1898. 
In  1899,  Lieutenant  Hurst  was  again  elected  treasurer  of  Ross 
county  and  he  is  now  serving  his  second  term.  He  is  as  popular  and 
successful  in  business  affairs  as  he  is  in  war  and  politics.  He  is  one 
of  the  principal  stockholders  of  the  National  Wagon  company  of 
Chillicothe,  of  which  he  is  secretary  and  a director.  In  April,  1889, 
he  was  married  to  Caroline  R.  Wolf,  a native  of  Chillicothe  and 
daughter  of  George  L.  Wolf,  deceased,  a prominent  citizen  who  filled 
various  responsible  positions  in  the  cotin ty.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurst 
have  two  children,  Ruth  Mildred  and  Arthur  Trimble.  Mr  Hurst 
1S^”en1t  “ Masonry,  being  a Knight  Templar,  and  is  a member 
of  Chillicothe  lodge,  No.  52,  of  the  Order  of  Elks.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Walnut  Street  church  in  Chillicothe. 


Genera1  Samuel  H.  Hurst,  a distinguished  Union  soldier  and 
holder  of  many  civic  positions  of  high  responsibility,  is  descended 
from  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Ross  county.  Among  the  army 
of  immigrants  westward  bound  during  the  early  years  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  was  a young  Marylander  by  the  name  of  Levi  Hurst. 
He  was  born  about  1770,  learned  the  briclc-mason’s  trade  in  his 

of  Ma\aild  ;J  "t  ! !„?  Inarried  to  Sophia  Bradley,  also  a native 
of  Maryland.  In  1800  he  came  to  Ross  county  and  settled  in  Chil- 
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licothe,  and  about  a year  after  his  arrival  he  purchased  land  in  Union 
township  to  which  he  removed  in  1801.  From  that  time  on  he  fol- 
lowed farming  as  an  occupation  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1857,  his  wife  surviving  until  1860.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity:  James,  Maria,  Hooper, 

William,  Levi,  Samuel,  Thomas,  Matilda,  John  N.  and  Sanford. 
The  latter  died  in  early  manhood  but  the  others  married  and  reared 
families.  James  and  Thomas  went  to  Missouri,  Samuel  and  Will- 
iam settled  in  Indiana,  and  Maria,  who  married  William  Fennimore, 
also  became  a resident  of  the  last  mentioned  state.  The  others 
remained  in  Boss  county  and  bore  their  full  share  in  its  subsequent 
development.  Hooper  Hurst,  third  of  the  children  in  consecutive 
order,  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1794,  came  with  his  parents  to  Boss 
county,  there  grew  to  manhood,  and  received  such  education  as  was 
afforded  by  the  country  schools  of  those  days.  Being  of  frail  con- 
stitution, he  was  unequal  to  the  arduous  farm  work  then  in  vogue 
and  contributed  his  share  towards  the  incipient  civilization  by  per- 
forming the  teacher’s  task.  In  early  manhood  he  went  to  Scioto 
Salt  Works,  now  Jackson,  Ohio,  and  there  met  with  and  married 
Elizabeth  James,  a daughter  of  Maj.  John  James,  proprietor  of  the 
Salt  Works  and  a leading  man  in  that  vicinity,  being  a member  of 
the  Ohio  legislature  for  several  terms.  It  was  in  1818  that  his  mar- 
riage took  place  and  six  years  later  he  returned  to  Boss  county  with 
his  wife,  settled  on  a Union  township  farm  and  there  remained  until 
his  death  in  1848.  His  wTife  survived  him  many  years,  her  death 
not  occurring  until  1873.  Hooper  and  Elizabeth  Hurst  reared  a 
family  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  manhood 
and  womanhood  respectively.  Their  names,  in  order  of  birth,  were 
Julia,  Nancy,  James,  John  B.,  Dennison,  Samuel  H.,  William  F., 
Louise,  Emily  and  Elizabeth.  Of  these  children  four  are  still  liv- 
ing in  Boss  county,  including  Mrs.  Nancy  Betts,  John  B.,  Samuel  H. 
and  Louise  Abernethy. 

Samuel  H.  Hurst  wras  born  in  Union  township,  Boss  county,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1831.  After  the  usual  educational  routine  in  youth,  he 
taught  school  a year  or  two  and  then  entered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  uni- 
versity, where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1854,  working  his 
own  way  through  college.  After  his  graduation  he  resumed  and 
continued  for  three  years  the  occupation  of  teaching  school.  At  the 
same  time  he  devoted  all  his  leisure  hours  to  reading  elementary 
works  on  the  subject  of  law  with  a view  to  preparing  himself  for  prac- 
tice of  that  profession.  During  the  winter  of  1854-55  he  was  super- 
intendent of  schools  at  Jackson,  Ohio,  but  continued  his  legal  studies 
intermittently  until  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1858.  He  entered 
earnestly  into  this  new  work,  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  the 
practice,  and  was  speedily  rewarded  with  public  recognition.  In 
11-34 
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1859  he  was  elected  city  solicitor  and  this  was  followed  in  1860  by 
election  to  the  probate  judgeship  of  Ross  county.  This  career,  so 
auspiciously  begun,  was  interrupted  by  the  startling  events  of  1861. 
A few  months  after  th©  opening  guns  of  the  war  were  fired,  Judge 
Hurst  resigned  his  position  on  the  bench  and  became  captain  of  Com. 
pany  A,  Seventy-third  regiment  Ohio  volunteer  infantry.  In  June, 
1862,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  of  this  regiment;  served 
as  such  until  the  spring  of  1864,  was  then  promoted  to  the  lieutenant* 
colonelcy,  and  in  June  of  the  same  year  received  a commission  as 
colonel.  With  this  rank  he  commanded  his  regiment  throughout  the 
Atlanta  campaign  and  Sherman’s  immortal  ‘‘march  to  the  sea,”  a 
military  achievement  which  no  soldier  who  participated  in  it  will 
ever  forget.  In  March,  1865,  Colonel  Hurst  was  breveted  brigadier- 
general  and  he  was  mustered  out  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  lacking 
forty  days  of  having  served  four  years.  At  the  battle  of  New  Hope 
Church  Colonel  Hurst  was  severely,  and  at  first  reported  mortally, 
wounded  by  a gunshot  in  the  head.  At  the  conclusion  of  hostilities, 
he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Union  township  and  engaged  in  fruit, 
growing,  a business  for  which  he  developed  both  taste  and  adaptabil- 
ity. In  1869  he  was  appointed  internal  revenue  collector  for  his 
congressional  district  and  served  six  years,  still  continuing  his  atten- 
tion to  fruit-growing,  while  residing  at  Chillicothe.  General  Hurst 
has  been  especially  prominent  and  efficient  in  all  matters  relating  to 
agriculture,  especially  the  horticultural  branch  of  that  great  industry. 
As  a recognition  of  this  fact,  he  was  in  1886  appointed  the  first  state 
dairy  and  food  commissioner  of  Ohio  and  served  eighteen  months  in 
that  capacity,  eventually  resigning  to  accept  the  director-generalship 
of  the  Ohio  Centennial  exposition  held  at  Columbus  in  1888.  For 
six  years  he  was  a valuable  member  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture, 
acting  as  the  special  representative  of  the  horticultural"  industry, 
though  proving  in  every  way  a potential  friend  of  the  farmer.  He 
was  mayor  of  Chillicothe  in  1861-2,  and  in  January,  1900,  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  that  city,  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office  March  1,  m the  same  year.  January  1,  1867,  General  Hurst 
was  marned  to  Mary  C.  Trimble,  a native  of  Kentucky,  who  died  in 
1875  leaving  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Luther  B., 

county  treasurer  of  Ross  county,  Madge  and  Marv.  In  1876,  Gen- 
eral Hurst  married  Mrs.  Frederika  Hanby,  of  Chillicothe,  by  whom 
he  has  two  children,  Edith  and  Carl  W.,  the  latter  a clerk  in  the  post, 
office.  General  Hurst  is  a member  of  the  Chillicothe  post,  Grand 
Army  ot  the  Republic,  and  a past  department  commander  of  the 

epartment  of  Ohio.  As  a public  speaker  he  is  well  known  through- 
out, t,hp.  pntiro  Sto+o  ° 


James  R.  Hurtt,  deceased, 
county,  November  3,  1825. 


was  born  in  Deerfield  township,  Ross 
His  father,  Thomas  Hurtt,  was  a 
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iSeu  Sh,>  t '°"r,f-v *?  1806  “<1  “ul*d 
Sit  r^i"'^nu,^ylZ'7"hSr “{  f'”1”' 

mother  baring  ,,iil  on  *"d  Margaret . Th.ir 

S’f“,L“»”oM  sn/fc  upZ  zt„it  ? r jg“F 

the  trade  of  » !ni  n ywge  °f  te“  W“  Sent  to  Williamsport  to  learn 
E'rfi  1852,  and  died  May ^ 1800“ 

improvements68  ‘l  [T^V^  ^ ^ ^ 

120  acres  on  which  h 8 * \ if  S°  d pIace  alld  Purchased  the 

tioml  nn  h ht  Spe,nt  the  remainder  of  his  days.  An  addi- 

t.onal  100  acres  was  bought  later,  which  was  improved  in  various 

Hum  hlkil heg  if6  TCd0n  °f  8 si,bstantia]  frame  house.  Mr. 
f’f  he,d  the  ofhc«  ,ot  Justice  of  the  peace  for  about  fifteen  years 

was  a 'itennhr0113^-5  6 m8ny  min°r  positions  of  trust.  He 

was  a republican  in  politics,  a member  of  the  Pleasant  Valiev 

May  ^9  afl-el0nired  If.  tbe  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  died 
JVlay  -9 ,180,,  since  which  time  lus  widow,  Mrs.  Lavina  Hurtt  has 
oonh.",d  „„ag,  tl„  CT„„.  She  i,  „„;,w  in  tbl!“  ™l;  “■ 

5 SfSfirSST'  ■**  ”ide' wi,h  *"  “d  l00k* ,!Ut  ”“b 

.A08"  E'i?yy  a topmsontotive  of  the  younger  etement  among  Con- 
Ear  hT "f S}1,p  farmers,  comes  of  a family  long  settled  in  Ross  county. 
crcL  l^  ln  h<3  r.'10neftr  da'>'s>  a quartet,  of  brothers  named  Hyer 
ahctf  ,n'e  mo,,ntalns  of  Virginia  and  made  their  way  to  Ross  county 

sinv  e 1 fTe  tlm°-  WilHam'  °ne  0f  these  brothers-  remained 
Mtflf  w , .n°  representative  to  perpetuate  his  name;  Rude  and 

iff  ! fok  u’u’es  and  reared  families;  and  Daniel,  who  located  in 
Hverh  f™sblP<  "named  twice.  By  his  first  marriage,  Daniel 
Hyer  had  three  children:  Elija,  Ellen  and  Fountain,  and  by  his 
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second  marriage,  to  Polly  Laninger,  there  were  nine  children: 
George,  Frederick,  Newton,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Martha,  Julia,  Nancy 
and  Susan.  George  Hyer,  eldest  of  the  second  family  of  children, 
was  born  in  Concord  township  and  after  reaching  manhood  adopted 
farming  as  an  occupation,  which  he  followed  in  Ross  county  until 
1882  and  then  removed  to  Fayette  county,  where  he  at  present 
resides.  In  early  manhood  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Abram  and  Sarah  Arrowhead,  old  residents  of  Ross  county.  Five 
children  resulted  from  this  union:  Addison,  a farmer  in  Fayette 

county;  John  E.,  subject  of  this  sketch ; Emma,  Ollie,  wife  of  Charles 
Grimes,  of  Pickaway  county ; and  Edgar,  also  of  Pickaway.  J ohn 
E.  Hyer  was  bom  in  Concord  township,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  in  1862. 
He  received  the  usual  education  in  the  district  schools  and  when  he 
grew  up  entered  into  the  business  of  farming,  which  has  been  his  life- 
long occupation.  October  16,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Julia,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  Dick,  of  Pickaway  county,  by  whom  he  has  two  chil- 
dren: Roy  and  Ivorene.  Mr.  Hyer  is  a member  of  the  Knights 

of  Pythias  fraternity. 

C.  Seymour  Irvine,  a prosperous  young  farmer  residing  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lyndon,  Ohio,  is  a.  native  of  Danville,  Kv.  His  father, 
Robert  Irvine,  was  a Kentuckian,  and  lived  in  the  state  of  his  nativ- 
ity until  1878.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Ross  county,  located  in 
Concord  township  and  afterward  became  quite  prominent  in  political 
and  business  circles.  He  was  elected  as  a representative  of  Ross 
county  in  the  lower  house  of  the  Ohio  state  legislature  and  served  two 
years  in  this  capacity.  His  present  residence  is  Frankfort,  his  time 
being  specially  devoted  to  the  breeding  of  fancy  road  horses.  He 
married  Anna,  daughter  of  Aaron  W.  Seymour,  member  of  the  old 
family  of  that  name  long  established  in  Paxton  township.  C.  Sey- 
mour Irvine  was  quite  a small  boy  when  brought  to  Ross  county  by 
his  parents.  He  was  brought  up  and  educated  in  Concord  township 
and  spent  three  years  at  the  old  Salem  academy.  In  December, 
1898,  Mr.  Irvine  was  married  to  Hannah  Mains,  member  of  a fam- 
ily long  and  favorably  known  in  Ross  county.  Her  ancestry  dates 
well  back  towards  the  first  settlement  of  the  county  and  the  descend- 
ants, widely  ramified,  have  made  themselves  felt  in  the  social  and 
industrial  development  of  that  part  of  the  great  Scioto  valley.  Mr. 
Irvine  has  been  engaged  in  general  fanning,  paying  especial  atten- 
tion to  raising  stock  and  fattening  the  same  for  market.  He  is  a 
steady  and  industrious  young  man,  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  Pisgah,  and  enjoys  the  universal  esteem  of  his  neighbors. 

Charles  Edgar  Iseman,  of  Fruitdale,  Ohio,  has  long  been  con- 
nected with  the  mercantile  business  at  that  point  and  has  achieved  a 
flattering  measure  of  success.  His  father,  the  late  Jacob  W.  Iseman, 
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conducted  a general  merchandise  store  at  Fruitdale  for  fifteen  years 
and  at  the  same  time  carried  on  farm  operations;  as  merchant  and 
farmer,  prospered  and  accumulated  a competency;  was  conspicu- 
ously identified  with  all  the  public  affairs  of  Paint  township,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  in  that  part  of  Ross  county. 
Jacob  W.  was  a son  of  Christian  Iseman,  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  settled  in  Ross  county  early  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Bratton,  of  Virginia,  whose  father  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Charles  Edgar  Iseman  was  born  in  Paint 
township  and  after  a preliminary  training  in  the  common  schools 
entered  his  father’s  store  as  clerk.  He  held  this  position  ten  years 
and  then  went  to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  four  years  in  a 
grocery  store.  In  March,  1808,  he  purchased  the  interest  of  his 
father's  estate  and  that  of  his  brother  in  the  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Fruitdale,  which  he  has  since  conducted  as  sole  proprietor. 
March  11,  1890,  he  was  married  to  Laura,  daughter  of  John  H. 
Robson,  a native  of  Cincinnati  of  English  ancestry  but  resident  for 
eighteen  years  in  Paint  township.  Mr.  Iseman  holds  membership 
in  the  Masonic,  Odd  Fellows  and  Red  Men  fraternities.  He  served 
as  assessor  of  Paint  township  in  1894  and  is  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church. 

Arthur  Jack,  postmaster  of  Kingston,  Ohio,  was  born  at  that  place 
June  4,  1849.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Lennox) 
Jack,  natives  of  Hampshire  county,  Va.,  where  they  were  married, 
Thejr  had  nine  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy  and  but  four 
are  now  living,  whose  names  are  Mary  E.,  Thomas,  Joseph  and 
Arthur.  Thomas  is  the  clerk  of  Green  township  and  resides  at  King- 
ston. Arthur  Jack  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Kingston 
and  in  boyhood  learned  the  harness-maker’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  about  twelve  years.  For  several  years  lie  was  engaged  in  general 
merchandising.  In  1887,  he  purchased  the  Kingston  Blade,  a 
weekly  newspaper,  which  he  conducted  for  twelve  years,  making  a 
success  as  a journalist.  January  1,  1898,  he  was  commissioned  post- 
master of  Kingston,  which  is  a fourth-class  postoffice,  and  he  is  still 
serving  in  that  capacity.  April  21,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Sarah 
Bitler,  a native  of  Fairfield  county,  and  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Catherine  Bitler.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  are  the  parents  of  two  sons 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Edgar  is  employed  on  the  Scioto 
Gazette ; Mary  is  in  the  postoffice  with  her  father ; Thomas  is  work- 
ing on  the  Columbus  Citizen,  and  Grace  is  at  home  attending  the 
high  school,  from  which  Katheryn  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of 
1902.  Mr.  Jack  has  been  an  active  and  influential  politician,  recog- 
nized as  a leader  in  local  politics.  He  has  always  been  an  ardent 
Republican,  defending  the  principles  of  his  party  with  vote,  voice 
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and  pen.  He  has  served  as  a member  of  the  Kingston  city  council, 
and  the  school  board  and  in  other  positions  of  responsibility. 

William  R.  Jack,  D.  D.  S.,  practicing  dentist  at  No.  35  South 
Paint  street,  Chillicothe,  was  born  in  that  city  November  10,  1873. 
His  parents  are  William  L.  and  Lida  (Woods)  Jack,  natives  of 
Kingston,  Ross  county.  The  father  was  a merchant  in  his  working 
days,  but  retired  some  years  belore  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1888.  The  mother  is  still  living,  her  residence  being  with  her  son 
William  in  Chillicothe.  Besides  Dr.  Jack,  who  was  the  youngest, 
there  were  two  other  children  born  to  William  and  Lida  Jack.  Of 
these.  Miss  Eva  is  the  very  efficient  general  delivery  clerk  in  the 
Chillicothe  postoffice  and  Joseph,  who  married  Belle  Pickens,  is  book- 
keeper for  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Southwestern  railway  at  Washing- 
ton, Ind.  Dr.  J ack  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city 
and  began  the  study  of  dentistry  there  about  1886,  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Robinson.  After  that,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  about  five 
years,  passed  his  registration  examination  and  started  in  business 
with  the  New  York  dental  parlors  in  Cincinnati.  He  remained 
seven  years,  and  in  1899  opened  his  present  office  in 
Chillicothe  at  the  location  heretofore  given.  In  L895,  Dr.  Jack  was 
married  in  Cincinnati  to  Lulu  Walter,  a native  of  Chillicothe,  and 
daughter  of  Randolph  Walter,  a locomotive  engineer  on  the  Baltimore 
® Yj  l°  r Tlleir  "nion  has  been  blessed  bv  the  birth  of  one 
cliild,  Donald,  now  a bright  boy  of  five  summers/  The  Doctor  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church.  The  Jack 
family  was  established  in  Ross  county  at  a very  early  period  of  its 
settlement,  the  progenitors  coming  from  Cannonsburg,  Pa.  In  fact, 
that  state  furnished  Dr.  Jack’s  ancestry  on  both  sides  of  the  house, 
the  parents  of  his  mother  as  well  as  his  father  being  native  Pennsyl- 
vanians. J 


Jacob  Jacob,  one  of  the  old  residents  of  Chillicothe  and  a success- 
ful business  man  was  bora  in  Lampertheim,  Hesse-Dannstadt,  Ger- 
many, January  1 < , 1831.  He  was  educated  in  his  native  country 

^LTl!-  n?tnCa1at,lhe  age  °f  twenty-two;  located  in  Chilli- 
cothe, Ohio,  October  1,  18o2,  and  has  been  a resident  of  that  city 

-“l  l ^ars  he  has  been  identified  with  the 

growth  and  progress  of  Ross  county’s  capital.  Mr.  Jacob  was  a 
common  laborer  for  a number  of  years  after  reaching  Chillicothe  and 
turned  h,s  hand  to  whatever  he  could  find  to  do.  For  seven  years 

In  TfS^Y  7/nd  *Vears  lle  ^t  in  the  railroad  shops. 

Jn  18.>4,  he  married  Anna  Marie  Starck,  a native  of  Germany  then 
resident  of  Chillicothe  She  became  the  mother  of  five  c i drT 

Zl~r£ Ll°"7  “ °f  'T°hn  Knecht, 

appears  in  this  work;  Mary  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
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three  * Charles  L.  is  a business  man  in  Chillicothe ; George  W.  died 
at  the  age  of  fifteen;  Frederick  William  is  employed  in  the  Chilli- 
cothe postoffice.  Mrs.  Jacob,  who  was  a most  estimable  wife  and 
mother,  died  January  20,  1900.  About  thirty-three  years  ago,  Mr. 
J acob  engaged  in  the  liquor  business,  which  he  has  continued  up  to 
the  present  time.  He  has  met  with  financial  success,  after  a life  of 
struggle  and  hard  work,  and  is  one  of  the  public  spirited  and  enter- 
prising citizens  of  Chillicothe.  He  is  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Red  Men’s  lodge,  as  also  of  the  Eintracht  singing  club,  and  has 
belonged  to  the  Odd  Fellows  for  nearly  half  a century.  Mr.  Jacob 
came  alone  to  America,  but  was  followed  seven  years  later  by  his 
parents,  two  brothers  and  two  sisters.  His  parents  were  Michael 
and  Barbara  (Leonhert)  Jacob,  both  of  whom,  as  well  as  a brother 
named  Michael,  died  in  Louisville,  Ky.  Of  the  other  children, 
Katherine  Schumaker  died  in  Chillicothe.  Peter  is  a cigar  manu- 
facturer in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  his  sister  Margaret  is  a resident  of 
the  same  city. 

Charles  L.  Jacobs,  of  Chillicothe,  was  bom  in  that  city  May  14, 
1857.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  Jacob,  a sketch  of  whom  precedes  this. 
The  slight  change  in  the  name  has  been  made  in  recent  years  from 
the  original  form,  in  obedience  to  popular  usage  in  America. 
Charles  L.  Jacobs  received  the  ordinary  common  school  education 
and  at  an  early  period  developed  a talent  for  music.  For  two  years 
he  was  a teacher  of  instrumental  and  vocal  music  at  Washington 
Court  House,  Ohio,  and  he  followed  this  vocation,  which  was  entirely 
in  accord  with  his  tastes,  until  his  hearing  became  impaired,  which 
misfortune,  much  to  his  regret,  compelled  him  to  abandon  his  favor- 
ite pursuit  and  take  up  other  business.  In  March,  1879,  he  w'as 
married  to  Amelia  Koths,  a native  of  Chillicothe  and  daughter  of 
John  Boths,  an  employee  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Southwestern 
railway.  They  have  only  one  child,  Emma,  who  is  a graduate  of 
the  city  high  school.  This  lady  inherited  her  father’s  talent  for 
music  and  is  at  present  a teacher  of  piano  in  Chillicothe.  Her 
musical  education  was  acquired  under  home  instructors  and  at  the 
musical  college  of  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Jacobs  is  a member  of  the  order 
of  Red  Men  and  he  and  his  family  belong  to  the  Salem  Lutheran 
church.  For  the  last  seventeen  years,  lie  has  been  engaged  in  the 
liquor  business  at  No.  23  North  Paint  street. 

The  James  Family: — The  first  representative  of  this  now  well- 
known  connection  was  Reuben  James,  son  of  a Delaware  sea  captain 
who  went  from  his  native  state  to  Virginia  and  there  married  Mary 
Phisto.  They  lived  a good  while  in  Virginia  after  marriage,  and 
in  1830  migrated  to  Ross  county,  where  they  settled  on  the  farm  in 
Concord  township  now  owned  by  Mr.  Fulton.  They  had  twelve 


Digitized  by " 


536 


THE  COUNTY  OF  ROSS. 


children,  two  of  whom,  Isaac  and  Elizabeth,  were  bora  before  the 
departure  from  Virginia.  The  ten  additions  made  to  the  family 
after  the  arrival  in  Ross  county  are  thus  given  consecutively: 
Strawder,  Washington,  Reuben,  Mary  M.,  Evans,  Milton,  Mis- 
souri A.,  John  A.,  Nancy  and  Nelson.  Of  those  enumerated  above, 
Washington,  Mary  M.,  Evans,  Milton  and  John  A.  are  dead.  The 
parents  went  from  the  Fulton  farm  to  W rights  town , where  they  con- 
ducted a hotel  for  seven  years,  after  which  they  went  for  permanent 
residence  to  a farm  purchased  in  Buckskin  township,  where  both 
ended  their  days.  Strawder  James  was  married  June  29,  1852,  to 
Rebecca  Bush,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  named  children : 
Allen,  deceased;  Milton,  married  Lizzie  Slagle;  Mary  B.,  married 
Morris  Putnam;  Lavina,  wife  of  William  Briggs;  Clara,  wife  of 
Isaac  Pancake;  Reuben,  deceased;  Charles,  married  Nettie  McClain 
of  Ross  county,  and  now  lives  in  Denver,  Col.;  Nancy,  wife  of 
Jesse  B.  Mallow;  Armada,  deceased.  Strawder  James  was  one  of 
the  most  useful  and  esteemed  of  the  citizens  of  Concord  toAvnship. 
He  dealt  extensively  in  stock  and  for  several  years  was  associated 
with  Robert  Templin  and  Milo  Whaley  in  that  business.  He  held 
the  office  of  township  trustee  a number  of  years  and  served  one  term 
as  commissioner  of  Ross  county.  He  was  a man  of  elevated  views 
and  moral  character,  held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  when  he  died  March  22,  1897,  there  was  a general  feel- 
ing that  the  community  lost  one  of  its  most  valuable  men. 


Robert  W.  Jamison  was  born  in  Concord  township,  Ross  county, 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  October  13,  1873.  His  father, 
Samuel  Jamison,  born  January  9,  1827,  was  the  son  of  a man  of 
the  same  name  as  himself,  and  grandson  of  William  Jamison.  The 
latter  was  a South  Carolinian  who  came  to  Ohio  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  bought  land  in  Concord  township 
hich  is  still  m possession  of  his  descendants.  He  had  a family  of 
thirteen  children,  among  whom  was  Samuel,  the  grandfather  of  our 
w5nf  c,eared  a"d  lmP™ved  200  acres  of  land,  served  in  the 

r„  fn  ma,rne<l  Eebe?c«  Anderson  and  died  in  Concord  town- 
*'P  ” t18j?-  their,  ?>Sbt  children  was  the  father  of  Rob- 

a c^mo^Xol  ? TDt  hlS  T1-7  life  °n  the  farm  and  Gained 
*™,  T education,  supplemented  by  one  term  in  the  old 

Chillicothe  academy.  He  taught  school  a few  terms  and  then  went 
to  farming,  which  was  ever  after  the  business  of  his  life.  He  met 
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ence  in  the  localities  where  they  settled.  Robert  Worthington, 
father  of  Mrs.  Jamison,  removed  to  Petersburg,  111.,  before  the  civil 
war,  and  became  a prominent  citizen  of  that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Samuel  Jamison  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom 
Anna  Belle,  their  only  daughter,  is  dead.  The  two  sons  are  Rob- 
ert W.  and  James  R.,  the  latter  attending  school  at  Oxford,  Ohio. 
The  father  was  a strict  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which 
he  was  deacon,  elder  and  treasurer,  and  an  exemplary  citizen  in  all 
the  walks  of  life.  His  long  and  useful  life  was  brought  to  a close 
on  December  12,  1899.  Since  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs.  Jamison 
has  conducted  his  extensive  business  with  the  assistance  of  her  son 
Robert  W.  The  latter  was  educated  at  Salem  academy  and  has 
remained  at  home  all  his  life.  At  present  he  has  the  superintend- 
ence of  about  300  acres  of  land  and  the  responsibilities  connected 
with  the  management  of  farm  affairs. 

Thomas  Janes  was  born  in  Union  township,  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
August  12,  1839,  the  son  of  Henry  and  grandson  of  Zachariah  Janes, 
the  latter  a settler  of  Ross  county  as  far  back  as  1801.  When 
Zachariah  Janes  came  there  were  only  three  houses  in  Chillicothe 
and  the  country  for  miles  around  was  but  sparsely  populated.  He 
bought  300  acres  of  land  in  Springfield  township,  spent  the  rest  of 
his  days  in  farming  and  died  on  the  place  where  he  had  located.  He 
married  a Virginia  woman  who  had  been  a captive  of  the  Indians 
for  seventeen  years  and  could  speak  their  language  fluently.  Their 
son  Henry  attended  subscription  school,  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  and  remained  at  home  helping  with  the  work  until  he  reached 
his  twenty-third  year.  He  then  married  Sarah  Hurst,  after  which 
event  he  resolved  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  neighboring  state  of 
Indiana.  Accordingly  he  moved  to  that  commonwealth,  but  after 
a stay  of  some  three  or  four  years  returned  to  Ross  county.  He 
purchased  part  of  the  old  homestead  place,  on  which  he  settled  down 
to  fanning,  also  working  at  his  trade,  and  so  continued  throughout 
the  years  of  his  life.  He  served  as  trustee  of  his  township,  was 
county  tax  collector  and  held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church.  Of  his  six  children,  Mandy,  the  youngest,  died  in  early 
childhood ; Edward  lives  in  Missouri ; Thomas  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Joseph  resides  in  Springfield  township;  Mary  J.  is  married 
to  Joseph  Crider;  and  Lyena  is  now  Mrs.  August  Boozer.  Thomas 
Janes  went  to  Illinois  at  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war  and  enlisted 
in  the  Sixty-eighth  infantry  regiment  of  that  state.  He  was  only 
out  about  one  year,  being  taken  with  an  illness  en  rout©  to  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.,  which  necessitated  his  being  sent  to  a hospital  and 
eventuated  in  his  discharge  from  the  service.  After  that  he  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  of  age,  when  he  entered  upon  the  work  of  engi- 
neering. His  first  service  in  this  line  was  as  locomotive  engineer 
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on  the  old  Marietta  & Cincinnati  railway,  which  position  he  held 
for  four  years.  He  then  obtained  employment  on  the  J effersonville, 
Madison  & Indianapolis  railroad,  with  headquarters  in  the  last  men- 
tioned city.  Subsequently  he  served  on  the  Alton  & Terre  Haute 
road  for  about  four  years,  when  he  returned  to  Ross  county  and 
lived  on  a rented  farm  for  two  years,  after  which  he  removed  to 
the  place  where  he  now  resides.  For  eleven  years  past  he  has  been 
engineer  at  the  Ross  County  infirmary,  in  which  place  he  has  given 
entire  satisfaction.  Ilis  only  fraternal  connection  is  with  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  Chillicothe,  of  which  he  has  been  a member  for 
some  time.  Mr.  Janes  married  Hannah  Ulm,  a descendant  of  early 
settlers  of  Ross  county,  and  by  her  had  ten  children,  as  follows: 
John,  who  lives  in  Columbus,  Ohio;  Myrtie,  wife  of  Jesse  Bowdle; 
Ida,  married  to  M.  Courtwright ; Anna,  wife  of  George  McQuin- 
tich;  Samuel,  of  Union  township;  Elwood,  of  Columbus;  Elizabeth, 
now  Mrs.  John  Shaefer;  Alta,  now  Mrs.  Ater,  of  Deerfield  town- 
ship; Laly  and  Gustave,  at  home. 

Thomas  Corwin  Jones,  an  extensive  land  owner  and  dealer  in 
stock,  is  altogether  one  of  the  most  substantial  farmers  of  Ross 
county,  of  which  he  is  a native  and  highly  honored  citizen.  He  was 
bom  in  Liberty  township,  February  21,  1850,  his  parents  being 
Mason  and  Clarissa  (Corwin)  Jones,  the  former  of  Ross  and  the 
latter  a native  of  Pike  county.  The  grandparents  were  William 
and  Jane  (Corken)  Jones,  the  former’s  father  being  Thomas  Jones, 
who  settled  in  Ross  county  as  far  back  as  1803.  William  Jones  was 
a good  business  man  and  farmed  on  a rather  extensive  scale,  being 
the  owner  of  about  500  acres  of  land.  He  wrent  to  Missouri  in 
1870  and  died  in  Nodaway  county  of  that  state  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four,  having  long  outlived  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  1855. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  whose  names  in  order  of 
birth  were,  Austin,  Sarah,  Eliza,  Mason,  Fletcher,  Collins,  Mary 
Ann,  Wesley  and  W atson.  All  of  these  are  dead  except  Fletcher 
and  Watson.  Mason  Jones,  the  fourth  child,  was  bom  in  Ross 
county,  May  1,  1821.  After  he  grew  up  he  taught  school  for  a 
while,  but  soon  abandoned  this  for  agricultural  pursuits  in  wrhich  he 
achieved  decided  success.  He  conducted  farming  operations  in  a 
large  way,  paying  much  attention  to  raising  and  dealing  in  stock. 
He  became  rather  noted  in  his  neighborhood  as  the  owner  of  the 
first  scales  used  in  that  part  of  the  county,  and  was  regarded  as  a 
benefactor  for  introducing  a machine  of  such  convenience  to  the 
farming  class.  He  was  a strong  advocate  of  the  temperance  cause, 
so  much  so  that  he  abandoned  his  former  association  with  the  Repub- 
hcan  party  and  joined  the  Prohibitionists.  His  active  and  useful 
life  was  terminated  by  death  in  1895,  but  his  wife  survives  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years.  The  children  of  this  estimable  couple 
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number  ten,  of  whom  George,  Jennie  E.  and  Mary  E.  are  dead. 
Those  living  are  Thomas  C.,  William  A.,  Jacob  E.,  Eugene  R., 
John  F.,  Samuel  W.,  and  Luella  M.  Thomas  Corwin  Jones  was 
the  eldest  of  his  father’s  family.  He  was  brought  up  on  a farm  and 
at  an  early  age  taught  the  industry  and  care  so  necessary  to  success 
in  that  business.  That  he  was  an  apt  pupil  was  shown  by  his  sub- 
sequent career.  During  the  winter  days  when  there  was  no  outdoor 
work  to  be  done  on  the  farm,  he  joined  the  other  neighborhood  chil- 
dren at  the  district  school  and  before  he  was  grown  had  obtained  a 
fair  education.  He  then  turned  teacher  himself  and  for  a while 
played  the  pedagogue  in  one  of  the  township  schools.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  last  long,  as  Mr.  Jones  realized  his  capacity  for  much 
larger  things.  In  due  time  he  embarked  in  the  business  of  farming 
and  stock-raising,  in  which  he  achieved  prosperity,  his  real  estate 
holdings  amounting  to  680  acres  of  land.  For  years  he  has  dealt 
in  stock  on  a large  scale  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  judges  and 
buyers  in  this  branch  of  the  agricultural  industry.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Jones  is  decidedly  independent  and  while  by  no  means  a seeker  of 
office  he  served  for  eight  years  as  township  treasurer.  January  13, 
1875,  he  was  married  to.  Martha  Rittenour,  a native  of  Ross  county 
and  daughter  of  James  and  Ellen  (Hemphill)  Rittenour.  This 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  sons,  Boy  ton  G.,  Arsene  J.  and 
Rei  E. 

Irvin  T.  Jones,  the  leading  merchant  of  Hallsville,  was  born  in 
Kingston,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  January  24,  1836.  His  parents  were 
John  and  Dorothy  (Powers)  Jones,  the  former  a native  of  Mary- 
land, where  he  was  reared,  and  the  latter  a native  of  Delaware 
county,  Ohio.  Irvin  T.  Jones  was  reared  in  Ross  county,  attend- 
ing the  district  schools,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  until 
February  13,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  II,  Sixty-ninth 
regiment,  Ohio  veteran  volunteer  infantry.  His  regiment  first  saw 
duty  at  Kashville,  Tenn.,  and  participated  in  the  following  noted 
engagements:  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge,  and  the 
historic  campaign  of  Sherman  against  Johnston  up  to  and  including 
the  battle  of  Atlanta.  After  the  surrender  of  Atlanta  he  accompanied 
Sherman  in  his  famous  march  to  the  sea  and  on  up  through  the  Oaro- 
linas  until  Johnston’s  surrender,  then  to  Richmond,  \ a.,  and  from 
there  to  Washington,  where  he  participated  in  the  Grand  Review,  one 
of  the  most  noted  military  pageants  of  modern  times.  From  Wash- 
ington his  regiment  was  ordered  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  there  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service.  During  his  entire  military  service,  although 
in  many  of  the  hottest  engagements  of  the  war,  he  never  received  a 
wound  and  never  lost  a day’s  service  on  account  of  sickness.  After 
his  return  home  he  again  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising  and 
in  1883  permanently  located  in  Hallsville  where  he  opened  up  a 
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completely  stocked  general  store,  and  today  we  find  him,  after  years 
of  perseverance  and  energy,  enjoying  not  only  a successful  business 
but  also  in  the  prime  of  his  activities.  He  is  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of  Maxwell  post,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Kingston.  Mr.  Jones  is  a Republican  in  politics,  is  postmaster  at 
Hallsville  and  a highly  esteemed  citizen. 


Jesse  M.  Jones,  the  well-known  blacksmith  and  wagon-maker  of 
Clarksburg,  was  one  of  the  worthiest  of  the  civil  war  soldiers  con- 
tributed to  the  Union  army  by  Ross  county  and  the  first  man  to  enlist 
from  Deerfield  township.  The  family  has  had  representatives  in 
Ohio  for  nearly  a century,  the  first  ones  being  Benjamin  and  Susan 
Jones,  who  settled  at  Waynesville,  in  Warren  county,  as  far  back 
as  1808.  They  brought  with  them  a son  named  Jesse,  wTho  was 
born  in  Virginia  July  1,  1799,  and  after  he  grew  up  removed  to 
Ross  county , obtained  employment  at  the  Peterson  works  in  Concord 
township  and  there  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade.  Some  time 
later  he  built  a shop  at  Frankfort,  conducted  business  there  for  sev- 
eral years  and  then  located  at  Clarksburg  for  permanent  residence. 
He  continued  to  work  in  his  blacksmith  shop,  enjoying  a fair  amount 
llnt^  a ^ew  Jears  before  his  death,  which  took  place  in 
1883,  when  he  wA  about  eighty-five  years  old.  He  married  Sarah 
Gum,  a native  of  Virginia,  and  had  ten  children:  David,  Cath- 

erine and  John  D.,  deceased;  William  M.,  of  London,  Ohio; 
Jesse  M.,  Ethan  A and  Norton  G.  of  Indiana,  Clara  and  Effie,  of 
Clarksburg,  and  Milton  E„  of  Circleville,  Ohio.  Jesse  M.  Jones 
was  bom  at  C larksburg,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  August  7,  1838,  and  in 
youth  was  taught  the  blacksmith  trade  in  his  father’s  shop.  This 
employment  was  rather  -rudely  interrupted  by  the  opening  discord 

ulf16  H V1  t.War  rnd  fTr  hTeded  the  conntr.v’s  call  for  assistance  more 
promptly  than  Jesse,  M.  Jones.  He  hastened  to  enroll  his  name  as 

°fl  ?°mry  A’  TM’ent-v'seventh  regiment  Ohio  volunteer 
Deerfipbl  T ^ ^ 'Il|n.,tatlon  of  ^ing  the  first  man  to  enlist  from 
S !«  m\^’S  command,  after  a short  stay  at  Camp 

Chase,  was  sent  to  St.  Louis,  thence  to  Chillicothe,  Lexington  and 

^eTtoSnri^  i’l d0n5,gnard  dut-v  for  a "bile  at  the  latter  place; 
350  mnJte  If  T * T Fe  back  to  Sedaiia>  then  a march  of 
division  Such  j;  USK  and  °D  d0Wn  the  to  .join  General  Pope’s 
Si  si,,8  of  the  regiment’s  earliest  cam- 

p gn  ng.  Subsequently  Mr.  Jones  took  part,  with  his  command 
in  the  engagements  at  Island  No.  10  and  Ne^  Madrid,  th“dy 
battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing  and  the  siege  of  Corinth.  During  the 

of  disability  A-fW  " .1,  e was  later  discharged  on  account 

Company  First  Ohio  Oy  _ 
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ville,  Term.,  and  did  guard  duty  there  until  mustered  out  in  1865 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  home,  Mr.  Jones  remained  a 
while  at  Clarksburg  and  then  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  break  his  leg.  This  made  him  an  invalid  for  some 
time  but  as  soon  as  able  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Thirty-seventh 
United  States  regiment,  with  which  he  was  sent  successively  to  Gov- 
ernor’s Island,  N.  Y.,  from  there  to  Fort  Leavenworth  and  Fort 
Lyons,  Kansas,  and  Fort  Garland,  Col.  While  serving  at  the  latter 
place  his  term  of  enlistment  expired  and  he  returned  directly  to  his 
home  in  Clarksburg,  where  he  has  since  resided.  His  business  has 
been  that  of  blacksmithing  and  wagon-making  in  connection  with  the 
management  of  his  farm  in  Deerfield  township.  • July  25,  1880,  Mr. 
Jones  was  married  to  Laura  E.  Goldsberry,  who  died  August  31, 
1892,  after  becoming  the  mother  of  the  following  named  children : 
John  D.,  Luella,  Jessie,  Gracey,  Sarah  and  Irene. 

Robert  J.  Jones,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  popular  and  successful  physi- 
cians of  Greenfield,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  Wales,  from  which  country 
he  emigrated  to  America  in  1884.  Though  he  attended  school  to 
some  extent  in  the  old  country,  his  literary  education  was  mainly 
received  after  coming  to  the  United  States.  After  this  was  achieved 
satisfactorily  he  entered  the  Cincinnati  Medical  college,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1895  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  During  the 
following  year  he  held  the  position  of  interne  in  the  Cincinnati  hos- 
pital, which  is  regarded  as  a valuable  post-graduate  experience  for 
young  practitioners.  In  1896  Dr.  Jones  located  at  Greenfield  for 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  where  he  speedily  rose  into  notice  and 
met  with  unusual  success.  He  has  built  up  as  extensive  a practice, 
both  in  medicine  and  surgery,  as  is  enjoyed  by  any  physician  in  that 
section  of  Ohio,  his  business  embracing  the  town,  as  well  as  a broad 
scope  of  the  surrounding  country.  Dr.  Jones  is  a member  of  the 
Highland  county  Medical  society  and  often  prepares  papers  for  its 
edification,  which  exhibit  learning  and  advanced  knowledge  on  his 
part  in  all  branches  of  the  profession.  In  1898,  he  was  married  to 
Daisy  Bowser,  of  Ross  county.  He  is  a master  Mason  and  member 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  in  Greenfield. 

Isaac  M.  Jordan,  for  many  years  prominent  in  educational  circles 
as  principal  of  schools  and  institute  instructor  and  a public  speaker 
of  unusual  ability,  is  at  present  clerk  of  Ross  county  courts.  His 
life  has  been  one'of  continuous  activities  and,  if  to  educate  the  peo- 
ple be  a public  boon,  he  is  entitled  to  high  rank  among  the  benefac- 
tors, as  the  largest  portion  of  his  existence  has  been  devoted^ to  the 
“delightful  task”  of  “teaching  the  young  idea  how  to  shoot.  His 
tastes  in  this  direction  may  be  said  to.  have  been  inherited,  as  his 
father  before  him  was  also  conspicuous  in  educational  work.  Hiram 
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Jordan,  a native  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  was  a typical  Ameri- 
can who  combined  the  three-fold  vocations  of  Methodist  minister, 
teacher  and  farmer.  Being  poor  and  without  early  advantages,  he 
was  largely  self-educated,  but  during  his  comparatively  short  life  did 
much  good  in  his  capacity  as  pastor  and  instructor.  His  wife  was 
Selina  Monroe,  with  whom  he  lived  affectionately  until  his  death  in 
1864,  when  forty- three  years  old,  she  surviving  him  until  1889,  and 
dying  in  her  sixty-sixth  year.  Their  eight  children  are  named  and 
sketched  in  the  following  brief  biographical  notices:  Leminas  M. 

served  as  a soldier  during  the  civil  war  both  in  the  Sixty-second  and 
Thirty-first  regiments  of  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  with  the  last 
named  organization  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  Hood  during  that  gen- 
eral’s hair-brained  advance  against  Nashville,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  lost  his  life  in  that  campaign,  as  nothing  was  heard  of  him 
after  October,  1864.  Mary  0.,  the  eldest  daughter,  became  the 
wife  of  Rev.  Ira  DeSelm  and  died  when  twenty-six  years  old,  leav- 
ing one  child.  Isaac  M.,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  third  of  the 
children  in  order  of  birth.  Louana  B.  married  Thomas  Park,  of 
New  Lexington,  O.,  and  Sarah  J.  is  the  wife  of  S.  M.  Monroe,  of 
western  Colorado.  Emma  R.  resides  with  her  sister  at  New  Lexing- 
ton; Josephus  lives  at  Carroll,  Ohio;  and  William  J.  is  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  Isaac  M.  Jordan  was  born  in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio, 
September  12,  1849.  Though  a man  of  liberal  education  this  19 
due  rather  to  incessant  study  and  omnivorous  reading  than  to  early 
training,  as  he  had  no  other  advantages  than  those  afforded  by  the 
common  schools.  He  was  never  afraid  of  work  and  from  his  youth 
was  accustomed  to  address  himself  earnestly  to  whatever  his  hands 
found  to  do.  This  for  a while  consisted  only  of  odd  jobs,  but  in 
1873  he  began  his  career  as  a teacher — a career  which  was  to  last 
continuously  for  twenty-five  years.  Much  the  largest  portion  of 
this  quarter-century  of  arduous  labor  was  spent  in  Ross  county,  to 
whose  schools  he  devoted  twenty  years.  Two  years  were  given  to  the 
children  of  Perry  county  and  three  to  the  county  of  Clermont.  Mr. 
Jordan  was  principal  of  the  schools  of  Adelphi  and  held  the  same 
position  for  eight  years  in  the  schools  of  the  eastern  district  of  Chil- 
licothe.  For  six  years  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  county 
school  examiners,  and  for  a long  period  his  summer  vacations  were 
given  up  to  instruction  in  teachers’  institutes  throughout  the  State. 
In  this  important  field,  Mr.  Jordan’s  versatility  as  a public  speaker, 
added  to  his  long  practical  experience  and  wide  and  varied  informa- 
ton  made  him  especially  popular  and  useful.  In  1897,  while  still  in 
the  educational  harness,  he  was  elected  clerk  of  Ross  county,  and  he 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  in  August,  1898.  He  was 
re-elected  in  the  autumn  of  1900  and  is  the  present  incumbent.  Mr. 
Jordan  has  often  appeared  in  public  to  deliver  addresses,  usually  on 
educational  themes  or  subjects  relating  to  his  profession,  but  what- 
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ever  the  subject  it  is  always  handled  with  the  force  and  lucidity 
which  bespeak  the  accomplished  orator.  In  fact  he  is  noted  far  and 
wide  for  his  grace,  facility  and  charming  elocution.  November  6, 
1879,  he  was  married  to  Laura  K.,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mahala 
Leist  of  Yellow  Bud,  Ross  county.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  four  children:  Homer  G.,  deputy  clerk,  May  F.,  Paul  I.,  and 

Mildred.  The  eldest  son  is  a graduate  of  the  Chillicotlie  high  school 
and  has  spent  two  years  at  the  Ohio  State  university  in  the  classical 
course,  which  he  will  complete.  Since  he  was  sixteen  years  old  Mr. 
Jordan  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in 
which  he  has  held  the  principal  offices  and  always  been  enthusiastic 
in  church  and  Sunday  school  work.  Mrs.  Jordan  and  three  of  the 
children  are  of  the  same  denomination  and  actively  exhibit  their 
interest  in  religious  affairs.  Mr.  Jordan’s  social  and  catholic  spirit 
incline  him  towards  fraternal  fellowship  and  make  him  a welcome 
member  of  various  secret  societies.  He  is  especially  prominent  in 
Odd  Fellowship,  having  held  offices  of  high  degree  in  that  popular 
order,  including  grand  marshal  in  1900.  He  was  the  first  charter 
member  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order,  in  which  at  present  he  holds 
the  rank  of  supreme  deputy.  Membership  in  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men  and  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  besides 
two  or  three  fraternal  insurance  societies,  complete  Mr.  Jordan’s 
connections  with  the  bodies  devoted  to  brotherly  love. 

The  Junk  Family: — The  first  of  this  name  identified  with  Ross 
county  was  Thomas  Junk,  born  in  New  Jersey  about  1760  of  Irish 
parents.  These  parents  moved  to  Pennsylvania  and  from  there 
Thomas  migrated  with  his  wife  in  1798  to  Ross  county,  Ohio,  setr 
tling  in  Union  township.  John  Junk,  eldest  of  their  twelve  chil- 
dren, was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  April  3,  1794,  and  hence  was  but 
four  years  old  when  brought  to  Ohio  by  his  parents.  He  grew  to 
manhood,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  afterwards  bought 
and  cleared  land,  married  and  settled  down  to  an  agricultural  life. 
His  wife  was  Susan  Shields,  whose  parents,  Thomas  and  Susan 
(Pryor)  Shields,  came  from  Virginia  to  Ross  county  before  the  close 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  John  Junk  lived  until  1864  and  his  wife 
survived  him  about  twenty  years,  dying  in  1884.  They  had  five 
children:  Thomas,  Sarah,  John  Pryor,  Maria  and  W illiam.  John 

Pryor  Junk  was  born  November  24,  1820,  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  for  a while  attended  the  Granville  academy.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  engaged  in  farm  work,  later  obtained  some  property  of 
his  own  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1890.  In  1848,  he  had  married  Eliza, 
daughter  of  George  and  Rhoda  (Bragg)  Bryant,  of  Fayette  county, 
bv  whom  he  had  nine  children : Theresa,  deceased ; Armada,  wife  of 
Malcolm  Porter  of  Frankfort,  O. ; Belle,  and  Ella,  wife  of  John  K. 
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Sanford  of  Frankfort;  Laura,  wife  of  Thomas  Irwin  of  Columbus; 
Harvey,  and  Lewis  (deceased)  ; Carey  Lee,  of  Chicago;  and  Harry 
Pryor,  of  Columbus. 

Albert  W.  Junk,  one  of  Concord  township’s  well-to-do  farmers,  is 
a scion  of  one  of  the  old-time  Ross  county  families,  described  in  the 
preceding  sketch,  his  great-grandfather  making  his  appearance  on 
the  banks  of  the  Scioto  several  years  before  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  ancestors  originated  in  Ireland,  came  from  there  to 
New  Jersey  and  afterward  to  what  was  then  the  border  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Thomas  Junk,  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Susan  (Shields) 
Junk,  and  grandson  of  the  pioneer  Thomas  Junk,  was  bom  in  Ross 
county  and  educated  in  the  old  cabin  schools,  learned  farm  work  and 
had  all  the  other  experiences  common  to  country  boy3  in  those  days. 
In  the  course  of  time,  like  most  young  man,  he  bethought  himself  of 
matrimony  and  the  outcome  of  his  reflections  was  a marital  union 
with  Phoebe  Peterson.  This  lady  was  the  daughter  of  Martin  and 
Elizabeth  (Coyner)  Peterson,  who  were  a part  of  the  large  body  of 
Virginians  that  settled  in  the  Scioto  valley.  After  rearing  a family 
of  eleven  children,  Thomas  Junk  passed  away  in  1875,  his  wife  sur- 
viving until  1897.  Seven  of  their  off-spring  are  still  living:  Mar- 

tin L.,  a farmer  of  Concord  township;  Maria  J.,  wife  of  John  T. 
Cline  of  Frankfort  ; Thomas  J.,  of  Fayette  county ; Charles,  of 
Frankfort,  Ohio;  Martha  and  Mary  (twins),  and  Albert  W.  Junk. 
The  latter,  youngest  member  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Concord 
township,  Ross  county,  April  26,  1863.  After  the  usual  time  spent 
in  the  schools  of  the  district  and  at  Frankfort,  Mr.  Junk  entered 
upon  his  calling  as  a fanner  and  has  adhered  closely  thereto  since  he 
reached  the  age  of  maturity.  In  September,  1886,  he  was  married 
to  Sadie,  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Sarah  (Bush)  Finch,  old  resi- 
dents of  Ross  county.  She  died  February  8,  1894,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Frank  and  Fav.  March  10,  1898,  Mr.  Junk  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  with  Nannie  Finch,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  who 
has  no  children.  The  religious  affiliations  of  the  familv  are  with  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

Bernard  H. . Rathe,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  prosperous 
farmers  of  Scioto  township,  has  long  been  favorablv  known  in  the 
agricultural  circles  of  Ross  county.  Like  so  many  other  settlers  in 
that  part  of  Ohio,  he  is  a German  immigrant  of  the  class  so  highly 
prized  all  over  the  Union  for  their  energy,  industry,  integritv  and 
other  dements  of  good  citizenship.  His  parents,  Joseph  and' Lena 
(Wilkins)  Rathe,  were  natives  of  Hanover,  Germanv,  who  died  at 
comparatively  early  ages  leaving  two  children,  Bernard  H.  and 
Anna,  the  latter  dying  in  infancy.  Bernard  H.  was  born  in  Han- 
over, Germany,  February  29,  1856,  and  was  seven  years  old  when 
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he  lost  both  father  and  mother  by  death.  He  was  taken  charge  of 
by  an  uncle,  who  cared  for  him  until  his  fourteenth  year,  and  after 
the  former’s  death  found  a home  wTith  an  aunt.  When  seventeen 
years  old  he  entered  one  of  the  German  agricultural  colleges  where 
he  received  valuable  industrial  training  and  was  given  a certificate 
of  graduation  at  the  end  of  two  years.  About  a year  subsequent  to 
this  he  enlisted  as  a cavalryman  in  one  of  the  Uhlan  regiments  of 
the  German  army  with  which  he  served  three  years.  In  1881,  when 
about  twenty-five  years  old,  Mr.  Kathe  joined  the  tide  of  emigration 
then  running  so  strongly  westward  and  abandoned  the  fatherland  for 
a permanent  abode  in  America.  Immediately  after  reaching  Castle 
Garden  he  made  his  way  to  Circleville,  Ohio,  and  for  two  years 
worked  on  a farm  near  that  place  during  the  summer,  assisting  his 
uncle  in  a furniture  store  when  the  weather  was  unsuited  to  out-door 
work.  In  1883,  Mr.  Kathe  came  to  Ross  county  and  January  11 
of  that  year  he  was  married  to  Mary  M.  D.,  daughter  of  Phelix  and 
Julia  Miller,  the  former  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Ross  county. 
For  a short,  time  after  marriage  he  resided  in  Cliillicothe  and  then 
located  on  the  farm  in  Scioto  township,  where  he  now  resides.  Some 
years  later  he  purchased  the  160  acres  which  constitute  his  home 
tract,  besides  200  acres  in  Union  township.  Mr.  Kathe  is  a breeder 
of  shorthorn  cattle  and  other  fine  stock,  operates  a public  corn- 
grinder  and  is  in  every  way  an  up-to-date  and  progressive  fanner, 
yielding  to  none  in  his  understanding  of  the  business.  The  fact 
that  he  was  elected  in  1901  as  a Democrat  by  232  majority  in  a 
county  usually  Republican  by  five  or  six  hundred,  to  serve  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  infirmary  directors,  fully  attests  Mr.  Kathe’s  per- 
sonal and  political  popularity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kathe  have  had  twelve 
children,  of  whom  the  following  named  are  living:  Alfonso,  Otto, 

Leo,  Phelix,  Columbus,  Bernardo  and  Colista ; the  dead  are  Bernard, 
Sylvester,  Roman,  Bruno  and  an  infant  unnamed.  The  family  is 
Roman  Catholic  in  religion  and  Mr.  Kathe  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  St.  George. 

Joseph  Ivellhofer,  merchant  and  mill  owner  of  Cliillicothe  and 
long  prominently  connected  with  the  painting  department  of  the  Bal- 
timore & Ohio  railroad  shops,  is  a worthy  exponent  of  Ross  county’s 
citizenship  of  German  descent.  His  father,  Leopold  Kellhofer,  was 
born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1809,  of  a family  of  tradesmen.  In 
youth  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  weaver’s  trade  and  after  mas- 
tering its  details  followed  it  as  a means  of  livelihood  for  some  years. 
In  1834  he  married  Martha  Fisher  and  five  years  later  came  with 
her  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New  York  after  a wearisome  sea 
journey  of  sixty-four  days.  The  immigrants  hastened  as  rapidly  as 
possible  to  their  point  of  destination,  which  was  Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
11—35 
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and  on  arriving  there,  Leopold  worked  for  a while  as  a common 
laborer  and  then  embarked  in  the  business  of  gardening.  To  this 
occupation  he  adhered  with  more  or  less  success  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  Of  his  nine  chil- 
dren, three  died  in  infancy  unnamed.  The  others,  in  order  of  birth, 
are  as  follows:  Mary,  wife  of  Frank  Konzen,  of  Henry  county, 

Ohio;  Joseph;  Tressa,  wife  of  Conrad  Richard,  of  Circleville,  Ohio; 
Leopold,  Edward  and  Albert,  deceased.  Joseph  Kellhofer  was  born 
in  Chillieotlie,  Ohio,  February  4,  1844,  and  when  nineteen  years  old 
entered  the  shops  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad  company  as  an 
apprentice  in  the  painting  department.  In  two  years  by  close  appli- 
cation he  became  qualified  as  a journeyman  and  accompanied  his 
foreman  to  Indianapolis,  where  he  was  engaged  a short  time  in  the 
line  of  his  trade.  From  that  point  he  went  to  Litchfield,  111.,  and 
during  his  two  years’  residence  there  was  married  to  Mary  T.,  daugh- 
ter of  Marcus  and  Cathrine  F.  Miller,  of  Ross  county,  Ohio.  Event- 
ually he  returned  to  Chillieotlie,  where  he  resumed  his  trade,  and 
afterwards  became  foreman  of  the  painting  department  of  the  Balti- 
more & Ohio  railroad  shops  at  Zaleski,  Ohio.  This  position,  how- 
ever, he  soon  resigned  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  general 
mercantile  business  in  which  he  has  since  been  engaged.  During 
recent  years  Mr.  Kellhofer  lias  constructed  a substantial  business 
block  and  dwelling-house.  Another  of  his  real  estate  investments 
was  the  erection  in  1901  of  what  is  known  as  the  Kellhofer  Scioto 
Mills,  a manufactory  of  high  grade  roller-process  flour.  Aside  from 
his  own  business,  Mr.  Ivellhofer’s  services  are  in  demand  for  public 
use.  For  nine  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  equaliza- 
tion, one  term  a councilman  from  the  sixth  ward  and  poll  clerk  for 
several  years.  He  comes  of  a long  line  of  Democrats  and  is  strenu- 
ous in  advocacy  of  the  principles  of  that  political  party.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kellhofer  have  had  eleven  children:  Martha  T.,  wife  of 

Adolph  Paff  of  Chillieotlie;  Jacob  J.,  of  the  same  citv;  Anna,  wife 
of  Chancey  Hollis,  of  Illinois;  Albert  Ernest,  of  Chifiicothe;  John, 
Mary,  Rocelia,  Clara  and  Leo  Marcus  at  home ; Paul  and  Edward 
died  in  infancy. 

William  Kerns,  of  Lyndon,  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Ohio,  in 
1831.  His  father,  Thomas  Kerns,  also  a native  of  Ohio,  spent  his 
life  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  died  in  Clinton  county  in  1872.  By 
the  first  of  his  two  marriages  he  left  four  sons,  of  whom  William  was 
the  second,  the  others  being  John,  James  and  Thomas.  In  1845, 
William  Kerns  removed  to  Buckskin  township,  Ross  county,  and 
engaged  in  farm  work  until  he  was  nineteen  years  old.  Later  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  but  in  July,  1862,  left  work  to  become 
a so  dier  in  the  Union  army.  He  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Eightv- 
mnth  regiment  Ohio  infantry,  and  with  this  command  saw  much 
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arduous  service.  Sent  first  into  Kentucky  to  meet  the  advancing 
Confederate  raiders  under  Morgan  and  Smith,  the  regiment  partici- 
pated in  all  the  subsequent  movements  of  the  year.  The  first  heavy 
engagement  was  at  Fort  Donelson  and  the  next  Stone  River,  later 
on  the  campaign  from  Murfreesboro  to  Chattanooga,  culminating  in 
the  great  battle  of  Chickamauga  in  September,  1863.  On  the  sec- 
ond day  of  that  bloody  encounter,  Mr.  Kerns'  brigade  was  captured 
and  he  was  one  of  the  unfortunates  who  failed  to  escape.  This  was 
a very  calamitous  event  for  himself  and  comrades  as  it  meant  a long 
detention  in  the  dismal  prisons  of  the  South.  They  were  first  taken 
to  Richmond  Va.,  then  confined  for  six  months  at  Danville,  and  fin- 
ally landed  in  that  abode  of  horrors  known  as  the  Andersonville 
prison  pen.  Mr.  Kerns  passed  through  the  gates  of  this  modern 
“Inferno”  in  April,  1864,  and  it  was  not  until  eleven  months  after- 
ward that  he  obtained  his  release.  Some  notion  of  the  sufferings  and 
cruelties  he  endured  may  be  derived  from  the  statement  that  on  the 
day  of  his  capture  he  weighed  170  pounds  and  when,  more  dead  than 
alive,  he  again  reached  the  Union  lines  his  recorded  weight  was  only 
seventy  pounds.  Owing  to  his  weakness,  Mr.  Kearns  was  compelled 
to  spend  three  weeks  in  the  hospital  at  Vicksburg,  after  which  he  was 
prostrated  over  a month  with  typhoid  fever  at  Jefferson  Barracks. 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  when  at  last  he  reached  home  on  May  25, 
1865,  he  had  enough  prison  and  hospital  experience  to  last  him  the 
rest  of  his  life.  It  was  still  a month  later,  or  June  25tli,  before  he 
obtained  at  Camp  Chase  his  final  and  honorable  discharge  from  the 
army  of  the  United  States.  As  soon  as  he  had  rested  and  recuper- 
ated, Mr.  Kerns  engaged  in  the  business  of  contracting,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  1897  and  then  retired  to  his  farm  near  South  Salem, 
where  he  enjoys  deserved  repose  after  a long  and  well  spent  life.  In 
1854,  Mr.  Kerns  was  married  to  May  J.  Pricer,  who  died  in  1894, 
leaving  three  daughters.  Sissy  Jane,  the  eldest  of  these,  became  the 
wife  of  Albert  Warner,  of  Chillicothe ; Sarah  Catherine  married 
Robert  Wallace,  of  South  Salem,  and  May  Frances  is  the  wife  of 
David  Sommers.  In  the  spring  of  1897  Mr.  Kerns  was  again 
married,  his  second  wife  being  Eliza  Ann  Sanders.  Mr.  Kerns  has 
long  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  South  Salem  and 
for  sixteen  years  has  served  as  deacon.  He  is  a trustee  of  the  Salem 
academy  and  member  of  the  local  post  of  the  Graud  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

Michael  G.  Kirscli  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  O.,  in  the  Phoenix 
hotel,  which  he  now  owns,  on  October  16,  1858.  His  parents  were 
Michael  and  Annie  Maria  (Hechinger)  Kirseh,  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many, the  former  being  born  in  Hesse  Darmstadt  on  March  25,  1825. 
Michael  Ivirsch  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and 
was  married  in  Chillicothe,  where  he  located  in  his  young  manhood 
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and  there  established  the  Phoenix  Hotel,  which  has  borne  that  name 
for  more  than  fifty  years,  having  no  other  owner  than  the  father  and 
his  son.  Michael  Kirsch  was  a well  known  and  honored  citizen  of 
Chillicothe  for  many  years,  serving  the  municipality  in  various 
capacities,  notably  as  a member  of  the  city  council  and  as  infirmary- 
director  of  the  county.  He  died  in  1892,  much  lamented,  and  the 
death  of  his  wife  occurred  in  the  same  year  only  about  three  months 
later.  The  city  council  adopted  appropriate  resolutions  of  condol- 
ence and  sympathy  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Kirsch,  a certified  copy  of 
which  is  now  one  of  the  treasured  memorials  of  the  family.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  this  esteemed  couple,  one  of  whom  died  at  the 
age  of  seven  years.  Those  still  living  are,  Barbara,  now  Mrs. 
Hydell  of  Chillicothe ; John,  a resident  of  Portsmouth,  O. ; Mary, 
wife  of  Christian  Goeller;  Josephine,  now  Mrs.  List,  of  Cincinnati; 
Emily,  wife  of  Jerry  Keefe  of  Columbus,  O.  Michael  G.  Kirsch, 
the  youngest  of  the  family  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  edu- 
cated in  his  native  city  and  has  there  spent  the  most  of  his  life.  For 
four  years  he  was  in  partnership  with  his  brother  John  in  the  tin  and 
stove  business  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  which  is  still  conducted  by  the 
latter.  Michael  returned  to  Chillicothe  and  accepted  a position  with 
Ira  Mosher  & Son,  wholesale  and  retail  grocers,  with  whom  he 
remained  as  an  employe  for  thirteen  years.  After  the  death  of  his 
parents  in  1892,  Mr.  Kirsch  assumed  ownership  and  control  of  the 
Phoenix  Hotel  in  September  of  the  same  year.  In  connection  with 
the  hotel  he  operated  a livery  business,  owning  his  own  bam  and 
appurtenances.  Mr.  Kirsch  continued  to  operate  his  hotel  and  livery 
business  until  April  14,  1902,  when  he  leased  the  same  to  ex-Sheriff 
A.  T.  Swepston,  and  Mr.  Kirsch  now  devotes  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  the  fire  insurance  business,  with  offices  in  the  Hawson  block. 
He  has  the  agency  for  a number  of  the  standard  companies  of  the 
country  and  by  devoting  his  entire  attention  to  it  is  building  up  a 
fine  business.  Xovember  16,  1881,  Mr.  Kirsch  was  married  to 
Flora,  daughter  and  only  child  of  John  and  Lucy  (Marsluff)  Bier, 
both  natives  of  Ohio,  of  German  antecedents.  John  Bier,  a general 
merchant  in  Chillicothe  prior  to  and  during  the  civil  war,  died  in 
1866,  when  Mrs.  Kirsch  was  but  fifteen  months  old.  His  widow, 
married  a man  named  Barman,  by  whom  she  had  four  children : Mrs. 
Oscar  j.  Fuchs,  Mrs.  Matthias  Bonner,  Josephine  Barman  and 
Clement  Barman.  Michael  Kirsch  and  wife  have  two  sons,  Will- 
iam C.,  born  February  11,  1883,  now  employed  as  a clerk  in  a 
grocery  store,  and  Michael,  bom  July  4,  1887.  now  clerking  in  a 
drug  store.  Mr.  Kirsch  is  a member  of  the  order  of  Elks  and  Bed 
Men.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church,  as  were 
their  parents  before  them.  He  is  Democratic  in  politics  but  has 
never  been  an  office-seeker.  At  one  time  he  became  a candidate  for 
infirmary  director  and,  though  the  county  went  Republican  by  600 
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plurality,  was  defeated  by  only  146  votes, 
board  of  fire  commissioners  of  the  city. 


He  is  a member  of  the 


Arthur  D.  Kline,  of  South  Salem,  is  descended  from  a family  of 
pioneer  millers  in  Ross  county,  some  of  the  early  members  of  which 
were  also  connected  with  the  first  canal  construction.  His  father, 
Daniel  Kline,  was  a Virginian  and  son  of  Peter  L.  Kline,  who  emi- 
grated from  Germany  to  the  Old  Dominion,  but  later  removed  to 
Ohio.  Settling  on  Deer  creek  in  Ross  county  about  1S19,  he  estab- 
lished a mill  which  he  conducted  for  some  time.  Afterwards  he  had 
charge  for  a while  of  the  Lumback  mills  below  Chillicothe,  but  sub- 
sequently became  manager  of  the  Vandeman  mill.  Peter  Kline  and 
his  near  relatives  were  pioneers  in  this  business  along  Deer  creek 
and  neighboring  streams.  They  were  also  skillful  as  workmen  in 
other  lines,  and  built  one  mile  of  the  old  canal  near  Chillicothe. 
Daniel  Kline  married  Maria,  daughter  of  George  Parrett,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  which  he  made  the 
exclusive  business  of  his  subsequent  life.  Daniel  and  Maria  Kline 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children:  George  A.,  who  became  a 

member  of  Company  I,  Eightv-first  regiment  Ohio  infantry,  and 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  July  22,  1864 ; Ellen,  Missouri  A. 
(deceased),  Erskine  L.,  and  Arthur  D.  Kline;  Dora,  the  wife  of 
John  Leib,  a Buckskin  township  farmer;  Allie,  wife  of  Wilbur  P. 
Harper,  a farmer  of  same  locality;  Henry,  a stock-buyer  and 
breeder;  and  Kettie,  living  in  Cincinnati.  Arthur  D.  Kline  was 
born  and  bred  in  Buckskin  township  and  lives  in  a brick  house  which 
was  built  over  a century  ago  by  James  Dickey,  founder  of  the  Salem 
academy.  It  was  at  this  institution  that  Mr.  Kline  received  his 
education,  and  shortly  after  leaving  school  he  married  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  John  C.  Duncan.  The  latter  belongs  to  an  old  and  well 
established  family  of  Highland  county,  his  father  being  a native  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kline  have  three  children. 
Pearl  D.,  their  eldest  son,  a bright  and  promising  young  man,  is  a 
member  of  the  United  States  regular  army  now  serving  in  the  Philip- 
pines ; Arthur  S.  is  at  home,  and  George  C.  in  school.  Mr.  Kline 
has  devoted  his  adult  life  to  the  business  of  fanning  and  stock-rais- 
ing. For  the  last  ten  years  he  has  made  a specialty  of  sheep  breed- 
ing and  in  this  line  has  become  an  expert.  He  handles  different 
breeds,  but  his  favorites  are  the  Ilampshiredowns,  and  to  these  he 
confines  most  of  his  dealing.  The  entire  family  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  South  Salem. 

John  Kneeht,  of  the  finn  of  Jacob  Kneeht  Son,  brewers,  of 
Chillicothe,  was  born  in  that  city  ^November  9,  1858.  Ilis  parents, 
Jacob  and  Katherine  (Griesheimer)  Kneeht,  both  natives  of  Hesse 
Darmstadt,  Germany,  where  they  were  married,  came  to  America  in 
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1852,  having  with  them  three  children,  a number  afterward  increased 
by  two.  In  his  native  country,  the  elder  Knecht  was  a farmer  and 
he  pursued  the  occupation  here  until  1875,  when  he  purchased  the 
Knecht  brewery,  which  he  and  his  son  John  have  since  operated. 
The  plant  is  complete  in  all  its  appointments  and  has  an  annual 
capacity  of  twenty  thousand  barrels.  Fitted  with  all  the  modern 
machinery  and  appliances,  this  brewery  is  one  of  the  solid  and  suc- 
cessful business  enterprises  of  Chillicotlie.  It  was  the  21st  day  of 
June,  1852,  that  the  Knecht  family  landed  from  the  canal  at  Chilli- 
cothe,  with  whose  growth  and  progress  they  have  ever  since  been 
prominently  identified.  The  parents  were  quite  poor  on  arrival, 
indeed  they  would  hardly  have  been  able  to  reach  these  shores  with- 
out the  aid  of  friends.  The  father’s  first  work  was  on  a railroad, 
but  German  thrift,  industry  and  perseverance  soon  conquered,  as 
they  always  do,  and  the  Knechts  found  themselves  in  possession  of  a 
fifty-acre  farm  just  north  of  the  city,  which  they  still  own.  Of  the 
original  five  children,  only  three  are  living.  Jacob,  who  was  an  iron 
molder  by  trade,  died  at  the  age  of  about  forty,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, who  is  married  and  living  in  Chicago.  Christiana  is  the  wife  of 
John  \ . Muehlig  and  lives  in  Chicago.  Katherine  died  at  the  age 
of  seven  years;  John  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  Martin  is 
operating  the  home  farm.  John  Knecht  was  educated  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  he  and  Martin  being  the  two  children  bom  after  arrival  in 
this  country.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  brewery  business 
ever  since  he  was  able  to  do  work  of  any  kind.  At  present  he 
assumes  general  management  of  the  entire  business,  attending  to  the 
sales  and  collections,  employing  help  and  superintending  all  the 
details.  The  establishment  gives  work  to  an  average  of  ten  men, 
the  product  being  sold  mostly  to  the  local  trade.  Mr.  Knecht  was 
married  in  1878  to  Bosa  Jacobs,  daughter  of  a business  man  of  Chil- 
licothe,  and  born  and  bred  in  that  city,  and  they  have  seven  children, 
whose  names  are  Mary,  Christina,  Emma,  Bertha,  Minnie,  Louisa, 

J1aCob;  Christina  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  De  Long,  a clerk 
in  Chillicothe,  the  others  being. still  at  home.  Mr.  Knecht  is  a 
member  of  the  order  of  Bed  Men  and  the  familv  belong  to  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  church. 


Jacob  Koch,  capitalist  and  man  of  affairs  in  various  lines  of  busi- 
ness, has  spent  Ins  entire  life  at  Adelphi,  Ohio,  of  which  he  has  long 
Wn  a conspicuous  citizen.  His  parents,  Jacob  and  Marv  (Hisler) 

,oiWTATr1VrianSl'vh?  came  t0  ■Ross  ponntv  in  1830  and 
located  at.  Adelplu,  where  the  father  pursued  his  trade  as  a shoe- 
maker, and  both  husband  and  wife  became  substantial  and  respected 
members  of  the  community,  being  members  of  the  Evangelical 
church  and  identified  with  all  movements  for  the  upliftin-  of  the 
masses.  The  senior  Jacob  Koch  died  in  1857,  his  wife  surviving 
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him  over  thirty  years  and  dying  in  1887  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
Of  their  family  of  eleven  children,  only  two  sons  and  one  daughter 
are  now  living.  Frank,  one  of  the  sons,  is  a citizen  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Mrs.  Hanna  Beaver,  the  only  daughter,  is  a resident  of  Ash- 
ville,  in  Pickaway  county.  Jacob  Koch,  the  other  son,  was  born  at 
Adelphi  December  20,  1S35,  and  at  an  early  age  was  put  to  work  in 
his  father’s  shop  to  learn  the  trade  of  shoemaking.  This  he  mas- 
tered very  thoroughly  and  followed  for  many  years  in  the  place  of 
his  nativity.  Mr.  Koch,  however,  did  not  adhere  strictly  to  the  old 
maxim  that  “the  shoemaker  should  stick  to  his  last.”  He  did,  indeed, 
stick  to  his  trade  very  closely  until  1872,  when  he  concluded  that  he 
had  done  his  share  of  confining  work  and  resolved  to  branch  out  in 
other  lines.  He  had  been  economical  as  well  as  industrious,  and  as 
he  saved  money  made  investments  in  real  estate  and  other  kinds  of 
property.  He  owns  several  farms,  amounting  to  some  400  acres  of 
land,  and  these  are  cultivated  in  the  general  way  for  raising  the 
cereal  crops  and  stock  of  different  kinds.  For  about  twenty-five 
years  he  has  been  engaged  in  fire  insurance  and  has  worked  up  an 
extensive  business  in  that  line,  and  during  the  same  period  or  longer 
has  been  a loaner  of  money.  He  found  time  also  to  assist  in  carry- 
ing on  the  public  affairs  of  his  community,  and  has  served  two  terms 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  besides  being  a member  of  the  school  board 
and  council  for  many  years.  He  has  long  been  interested  in  Odd- 
fellowship  and  holds  membership  in  Adelphi  lodge,  No.  114, 
Encampment  No.  83,  and  the  Daughters  of  Rebecca.  In  1862,  he 
was  married  to  Mary  A.  Patterson,  of  Adelphi,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children:  Josie,  Estella,  Lizzie,  Retta,  Howard,  Stanley  and 

Grace  (deceased).  The  mother  died  in  1808,  and  Mr.  Koch  was 
married  a second  time,  to  Miss  Grace  Strous,  of  Pickaway  county. 
Both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  Mrs.  Koch  is  the  present  organist  and  has  been  the  chorister 
for  over  forty  years. 

Adam  Kramer,  manufacturer  of  cigars  and  dealer  in  tobacco  at 
No.  3 North  Paint  street,  Phillicothe,  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany,  August  20,  1833.  His  parents,  Adam  and  Anna  Marie 
(Schollmeyer)  Kramer,  came  from  the  fatherland  to  Chillicothe 
when  he  was  a lad  of  fourteen  years.  The  father  was  an  engineer 
in  a distillery,  where  he  lost  his  life  by  accident,  when  he  was  forty 
years  old,  and  his  wife  died  at  the  same  age,  but  eight  years  later. 
Adam  was  the  eldest  of  their  children,  and  next  to  him  came  Martin, 
who  is  now  living  on  a farm  in  Ross  county.  The  third  born  was 
Jacob,  who  joined  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  during  the  civil  war,  was 
wounded  and  captured  at  Stone  River,  and  being  taken  to  prison 
died  during  his  confinement  there.  John  is  employed  in  his  brother 
Adam’s  business,  and  Elizabeth,  the  only  sister,  is  now  the  wife  of 
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George  Real,  living  in  Chillicotlie.  Adam  Kramer  attended,  school 
for  eight  years  in  his  native  country,  receiving  a good  elementary 
education.  After  reaching  Chillicothe  he  became  a pupil  at  private 
schools,  mostly  those  held  at  night,  thus  increasing  his  store  of  book 
learning.  In  Chillicothe  he  also  learned  the  cigar-maker’s  trade  with 
C.  C.  McCormick,  a business  man  of  the  place  long  since  dead.  After 
a three  years’  apprenticeship,  Mr.  Kramer  worked  as  a journeyman 
with  Mr.  McCormick  until  the  latter's  death,  when  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Mr.  Hangs  and  purchased  the  business.  This  they  con- 
ducted together  for  about  seven  years,  when  the  firm  dissolved  and 
each  member  started  out  for  himself.  Mr.  Kramer  has  been  in  the 
business  continuously  for  more  than  fifty  years,  and  during  all  the 
time  but  the  first  five  years  he  was  proprietor.  In  1875,  his  eldest 
son,  Charles  R.,  became  a partner  and  since  then  the  firm  has  been 
known  as  A.  Kramer  & Son.  They  have  an  extensive  jobbing  trade, 
manufacturing  about  200,000  cigars  per  annum,  though  they  have 
made  as  many  as  a million.  Besides  this  they  handle  all  kinds  of 
tobaccos  and  smokers’  sundries.  They  own  a saleswagon  which 
makes  regular  and  continuous  trips  through  several  of  the  adjacent 
counties.  In  1854,  Mr.  Kramer  was  married  to  Katherine  Reiss,  a 
German  lady,  who  came  alone  to  Chillicothe  in  early  womanhood, 
her  parents  having  died  in  Bavaria.  She  became  the  mother  of  six 
children,  of  whom  Charles  R.,  William  II.  and  David  A.  are  all 
engaged  in  their  father’s  business.  Frederick  B.  is  employed  in  the 
Central  Kational  bank  as  book-keeper.  Thomas  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  and  Anna  Marie,  the  eldest  child,  is  the  wife  of  J.  P. 
Breinieg,  who  is  employed  in  his  father-in-law’s  factory.  The  mother 
died  in  1895  at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  Mr.  Kramer’s  politics  are 
Democratic  and  his  religious  tendencies  are  Presbyterian.  Though 
not  a communicant  of  any  church,  he  is  a cheerful  giver  and  liberal 
supporter  of  all  good  causes.  He  lias  never  been  a seeker  after  office, 
preferring  to  devote  his  time  to  his  business  in  which  he  has  been 
successful. 

Charles  Kruger  was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  January  14, 
18 1 1.  His  father,  William  Kruger,  a native  of  Germanv,  born  about 
the  year  1838,  when  twenty  years  old  or  thereabouts  emigrated  to 
the  Lnited  States  and  located  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia  but  then 
a part  of  the  old  state.  Xot  liking  the  prospects  in  that  section,  the 
young  German  determined  to  seek  farther  and  in  due  time  became  a 
resident  of  Jackson  county,  Ohio.  There  he  became  acquainted  with 
Rebecca  Fry,  a native  of  that  county,  and  eventuallv  made  her  his 
wrte.  in  18  < 3,  he  removed  to  Ross  county  and  settled  in  Union 
township,  where  his  death  soon  afterwards  occurred.  During  the 
civd  war  he  served  for  three  years  in  the  Union  army  with  a West 
Virginia  regiment.  The  occupation  of  his  entire  manhood  was  fann- 
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ing  and  to  this  he  devoted  all  his  time  and  energies.  He  had  two 
sons,  Charles  and  William,  who  live  with  their  mother  in  Concord 
I1S  IT’  n.eai-  Frankfort,  to  which  place  they  removed  several  years 
ago.  Charles  the  eldest  of  the  children,  was  educated  in  [he  com 
mon  schools  of  tmon  township,  adopted  farming  as  his  life  occupa- 

£h«“  wm-Ste;'dl  y f0,1°"iCd  U dHri^  a11  working  veVTs 
biothei  William,  who  was  bom  October  3,  1873,  is  engaged  in  the 
same  honorable  and  independent  calling. 

\ alentme  Kuhn,  a lately  deceased  citizen  of  Chillicotlie  was  a 
good  representative  of  the  busy  and  bustling  German-American  ele- 

Xc ‘tv  Hi“ntri^r  ’"TV0  the^wth  alld  development 
, *'  parents,  John  and  Johanna  Kuhn,  were  experienced 

fmlrnTTf  a'K[  f°  TVed  that  °oo"pation  in  Chillicotlie  after  their 
arrival  there  from  Germany.  They  had  a familv  of  ten  children 
four  of  whom  died  in  youth,  the  other  six  being:  Mary,  wife  of 

feman  a2li  in  ? HTHamm:  a«d  wife  of  William 

Wabeman  all  of  Chillicotlie;  Letta,  wife  of  F.  Kindell  of  Ports- 

mouth,  Ohio:  Casper,  of  Chillicothe,  and  Valentine.  Valentine 
Ivuhn  was  born  in  Germany,  December  9,  1849,  and  accompanied 
is  parents  on  their  trip  across  the  ocean  to  New  York  and  thence  to 

m publico  r1* J*  HC  TV-*  Uis  •V°Uth  in  Chillicothe,  attended 
durinlr  tlio  1 a assisted  his  parents  in  their  gardening  work 

hi  in  the  busy  seasons  until  Ins  arrival  at  the  age  of  manhood  He 

88  r in-PTt0,r  in  the  Balti,1lore  & Ohio  ™h'oad 

ops  at  Chillicotlie  and  retained  that  position  for  twenty-one  vears 
£n  T he  hac‘  mal7Td  Katie  Wise>  V whom  he  had  four*  chil- 
nirdec^^^W-'ir  °f  Haie’  of  Huntington  township;  John- 

mr.VlVV  \T  at  10lne’  and  0110  t},at  died  in  infancy.  Their 
15  ^881d’[  r r1  20’1881’ ,and  Mr‘  was  married  November 

in  C liili; Vt  "Vi"0  HeS,S’  8 ad,v  of  Oerman  parentage  then  resident 
VV’  V-  r Vvas  boro  May  2C’  184'S>  "-’die  her  parents,  Gott- 
led  and  Caroline  Hess,  were  at  the  quarantine  station  in  New  York 
harbor.  Later  they  came  on  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Chillicothe,  where 

wb7ieT  i , i"  ?ardonlnff  and  ‘nicking  which  was  the  business  to 
u hich  they  had  been  trained.  There  were  eight  children  in  this  farn- 

V °f  "’h°T  GotT,'  -„iS  dpad’  the  others  being:  Susan,  wife  of 

eorge  Smith,  of  Chillicothe;  Caroline,  wife  of  Valentine  Kuhn; 
Mary^  wife  of  James  Weekley,  of  Portsmouth,  Ohio:  John,  Martin 
and  Benjamin  Hess,  of  Chillicotlie ; and  Kate,  wife  of  N.  Rheinhart 
of  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Valentine 
TTT  w^nt  to  housekeeping  on  Fifth  street  in  Chillicothe  and  lived 
at  that  place  for  twelve  years,  when  they  bought  the  tract  of  thirty- 
six  acres  where  Mrs.  Kuhn  now  resides.  At  the  time  they  moved  in, 
their  residence  was  an  old  stone  house,  built  over  one  hundred  years 
a£o  and  a landmark  of  that  neighborhood.  This  relic  of  pioneer 
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days  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1898,  and  later  replaced  with  a sub- 
stantial brick  house,  modern  in  style  and  equipment.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kuhn  had  a family  of  four  children : Carrie,  Charles,  Katie  and 

Frank.  Mr.  Kuhn  died  October  9,  1898,  since  which  time  his  widow 
has  managed  the  business  with  success.  In  fact  she  has  shown  her- 
self to  be  a woman  of  energy  and  excellent  judgment  and  under  her 
direction  and  personal  work  everything  goes  along  with  smoothness 
and  regularity.  She  is  an  industrious  and  good  woman,  and  enjoys 
the  good  will  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  her. 


John  W.  Lamb,  a popular  druggist  at  Kingston,  Ohio,  and  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  citizens  of  that  place,  has  had  a varied  career 
in  different  lines  of  business  in  two  states  and  several  counties.  Ilis 
father,  Isaac  Lamb,  was  a Korth  Carolinian,  reared  in  the  strict  moral 
atmosphere  of  the  Society  of  Friends  and  deeply  impressed  with  the 
peace-loving  precepts  of  that  famous  religious  body.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add  that  a man  so  educated  would  naturally  hate  the 
institution  of  slavery  and  everything  connected  with  it,  and  this  was 
what  caused  Isaac  Lamb  to  leave  the  old  Korth  State  and  seek  a home 
m the  land  dedicated  to  freedom.  He  had  married  Catharine  White 

ln0A1S  niativeiplafe  and  with  hor  caine  to  Clinton  countv,  Ohio,  in 
mO  where  she  dmd  ten  years  later.  Subsequently  Isaac  Lamb  mar- 
ried Mary  Starbuck,  of  Clinton  county,  and  went  to  northwestern 
Missouri,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1890  at  the  age  of  eightv-four 
years.  By  his  first  marriage  he  left  three  children.  J.  B.  Lamb, 
the  second  of  these  in  order  of  birth,  now  a merchant  in  Forest  Citv, 
Mo.,  was  a soldier  in  the  civil  war,  and  was  captured  at  the  battle  of 
Monocacy  and  held  in  Libby  prison  for  eleven  months.  Maria,  only 

wf  ISaaC  i\tr^T  AYife  of  E’  W‘  King,  a cattleman  in 

in  Clinf  y0minfg*  n^m  Pamp’  eldest  of  the  children,  was  bom 
“ P1;  : C0T7’  ?hl°?  Apr?.0’  1844‘  After  spending  two  years 

there  : StH  **7™*  in  Missonri  and  remained 

in  FavPt  18  S;  He  }\en  retnrned  t0  farmed  for  two  years 

F^ette  county  and  later  opened  a drugstore  at  Milledgeville 

madG  t0  Cedarville,  in  Greene  countj 
In  September  ^18 OS*  MY  |'as  resumed  and  continued  for  six  years, 
his  stock  of  r]vmr«  ’ a \ ’ cail?e  to  Ivln£st°n  where  he  re-opened 

rade  AL  T gS ^ V™  “T-  enj°-Ved  an  ^creasing  and  profitable 
father  ^1“  ^ P°Htical  from  his  good  old 

thl  T Z ? a Whl?’  then  an  Abolitionist  and  later  one  of 

the  charter  members  of  the  Republican  nartv  IT  , 

an  office-seeker  but  while  a resident  nf  He*haS  IieVer  been 

Oddfellowshin  h- vino- ? ? ias  on&  Peen  enthusiastic  in 
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tuted  at  Milledgeville,  lodge  Xo.  713,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Mrs.  Lamb  was 
equally  ardent  in  the  cause  as  a member  of  the  allied  order  known  as 
Daughters  of  Rebecca,  in  which  she  held  a state  office  for  many  years. 
This  lady,  whose  maiden  name  was  Alice  Hall,  was  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky but  reared  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio.  She  was  married  to  Mr. 
Lamb  March  4,  18GS,  and  died  in  1895,  leaving  two  children,  the 
oldest  of  whom,  M.  H.  Lamb,  was  born  in  Missouri,  December  20, 
1868.  He  learned  telegraphy  and  has  worked  as  an  operator  since 
his  sixteenth  year,  his  wife,  formerly  Marguerite  Martindale,  being 
alsb  an  expert  manipulator  of  the  keys.  Lizzie,  only  daughter  of 
John  W.  Lamb,  married  T.  S.  Maddux,  an  attorney  of  Washington 
Court  House. 

William  T.  Landrum  was  bom  at  Richmond  Dale,  Ross  county, 
January  19,  1848.  His  father  was  Smith  Landrum,  bora  in  1820 
in  Greenbrier  county,  W.  Ya.,  who  came  to  Jackson  county,  Ohio, 
with  his  parents,  while  a boy;  married  Miss  Lydia  Aeord,  of  Ross 
county,  settled  at  Richmond  Dale  and  conducted  a mill  at  that  place 
for  twenty-five  years.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Pike  county 
where  he  had  charge  of  a grist  mill  for  sixteen  years,  and  died  in 
1892.  His  son,  William  T.,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  after  he  reached  manhood  chose  farming  as  his  vocation.  To 
this  honorable  and  independent  business  he  has  devoted  his  entire 
working  life.  Lie  has  never  sought  office  but  has  served  as  township 
trustee  and  been  a member  of  the  school  board  for  a great  number  of 
years.  Mr.  Landrum  was  married  in  1870  to  Priscilla  McGuire,  a 
native  of  Pike  county,  Ohio,  who  died  in  187S,  leaving  one  child, 
Harriet,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Allen,  of  Franklin  township.  In 
1879,  Mr.  Landrum  took  a second  wife  in  the  person  of  Mary  Borst, 
of  Chillicothe,  Ohio.  Four  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  union: 
William  II.,  Charles  H.,  Hannah  D.  and  Matilda.  Mr.  Landrum  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Robert  II.  Lansing,  deputy  recorder  of  Ross  county,  is  a native  of 
Cliillicothe,  born  July  14,  1875.  His  parents  were  Horace  C.  and 
Angie  (Somers)  Lansing,  both  natives  of  Ross  county.  The  father 
of  Horace  C.  was  Robert  II.  Lansing,  in  many  ways  a noted  character 
and  remarkable  man,  who  was  born  at  Albany,  X.  Y.,  March  8,  1818, 
his  father  being  Jacob  Lansing  of  the  same  city.  Jacob  was  the  son 
of  Levinus  Lansing,  who  emigrated  from  Holland,  bringing  in  his 
ship  as  ballast  the  material  from  which  his  home  in  Albany  was  built. 
Robert  LI.  Lansing  came  to  Chillicothe  February  22,  1838,  and 
opened  the  drug  business,  which  continued  without  interruption  until 
his  death,  which  covered  a period  of  over  sixty  years.  In  various 
ways  he  was  so  identified  with  Chillicothe  and  her  institutions  as  to 
be  emphatically  an  “old  timer.,,  He  and  his  wife  united  with  the 
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Episcopalian  church  in  1843  and  continued  active  and  zealous  mem- 
bers all  the  rest  of  their  lives,  which  in  the  husband’s  case  was  a 
period  of  nearly  sixty  years.  He  was  a charter  member  of  the  first 
Odd  Fellows  lodge  in  Chillicothe  and  at  his  death  was  the  oldest  Odd 
Fellow  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  He  was  also  high  in  Masonry  and 
served  eighteen  years  as  commander  of  the  Knights  Templar. 
Indeed,  lie  was  universally  known  and  as  generously  esteemed  for  his 
many  excellent  traits  of  character.  The  older  citizens  of  the  county 
will  remember  him  as  Dr.  Lansing,  he  being  a graduate  in  medicine 
from  the  old  college  at  Albany,  X.  Y.  When  his  long,  useful  and 
honorable  career  was  terminated  by  death  on  September  19,  1901, 
there  was  a feeling  of  universal  bereavement  and  general  sorrow 
throughout  the  whole  community.  His  son,  Horace  C.,  was  also  a 
and  spent  his  life  in  that  business,  mostly  with  his  father. 
He  died  in  Chillicothe  in  1885  and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave 
in  the  succeeding  year.  In  fact  there  was  a rather  unusual  rate  of 
mortality  in  the  family  about  that  time.  The  grandmother,  as  well 
as  the  father  and  mother  and  aunt  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  all 
passed  away  within  a few  years  of  each  other.  Horace  C.  Lansing 
and  wife  eft  five  children:  Ella  Somers,  wife  of  Earle  E.  Shedd, 

a wholesale  grocer  in  Columbus;  Bertha,  who  married  Joseph  D. 

^ *"\P%e  of**  government  at  Columbus;  Marie,  unmar- 
ried in  Chillicothe;  Robert  II.,  fourth  in  order  of  birth ; Horace  C., 
who  has  recently  been  employed  in  Mexico  but  has  his  home  at  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Spanish- American  war, 
Horace  C . was  a member  of  Company  H,  Seventeenth  Ohio  infantrv, 
and  being  commissioned  first  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  signal 
corps,  he  served  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  that  branch  of  the 

c2d  m ?uba-  Robert  IL  Lansing  was  edu- 

cated in  the  Chillicothe  city  schools,  but  before  graduation  left  to 

accept  a position  in  the  freight  office  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  South- 
western railway  at  Chillicothe.  He  held  this  place  about  three  years 

of  V 

Ar,  signed,  Mr.  Lansing  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 

for  a temyof  electc(1  to  the  in  1S99 

he  was  chosen  office 

position  he  now  fills  so  acceptahS  tleLf 

Lansing  ls  a vocalist  of  more  than  ordinary  local 
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note,  being  a singer  in  the  church  choir  and  prominent  member  of 
several  musical  societies. 

Charles  II.  Larimore,  secretary  of  the  Union  Coal  company  and 
prominently  identified  with  the  educational  interests  of  Chillicothe, 
has  an  honorable  ancestry  leading  back  through  Virginia  to  an  origin 
in  the  “Emerald  Isle.”  In  1700  three  brothers,  named  James,  Will- 
iam and  Hugh  Larimore,  started  from  the  north  of  Ireland  to  seek 
their  fortunes  in  America.  William  located  in  Pennsylvania,  Hugh 
sought  a home  in  North  Carolina,  and  James  found  an  abiding  place 
in  that  part  of  Virginia  watered  by  the  south  branch  of  the  Potomac. 
October  20,  1790,  at  Romney,  Hampshire  county,  W.  Va.,  a son  was 
bom  to  James  Larimore,  whom  he  christened  Robert.  When  the 
British  burned  the  national  capitol  in  1814,  Robert  Larimore  was 
one  of  a number  of  volunteers  who  were  sent  to  Washington  as  a 
relief  expedition.  What  may  have  been  his  adventures  is  not  stated 
in  the  family  records,  but  it  appears  that  he  was  back  in  Romney  in 
time  to  marry  Mary  Smith,  September  23,  IS  14.  Ten  years  later 
he  went  down  the  rivers  to  try  his  chances  in  the  rapidly  developing 
state  of  Ohio,  and  on  arrival  found  employment  with  the  salt  works 
in  Muskingum  county,  then  owned  by  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing.  About 
1826  the  contracts  for  building  the  Ohio  canal  were  let,  and  Robert 
Larimore  secured  one  at  Nash  port  and  another  at  Westfall.  While 
at  the  last  mentioned  place,  he  frequently  made  trips  to  Chillicothe 
and  during  one  of  these  he  secured  the  services  of  Alfred  Blake  as 
tutor  to  his  children.  Mr.  Blake  remained  with  the  family  several 
years,  afterward  studied  theology  at  Gambier  and  became  assistant 
rector  of  Christ  church,  Cincinnati,  later  returned  to  Gambier  to 
take  charge  of  the  Boys*  school  there,  and  completed  his  useful  life 
in  that  city.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1831,  Robert  Larimore 
removed  to  Circleville,  Ohio,  where  he  went  into  partnership  with 
a drygoods  merchant  named  Finley,  invested  $5,000  in  the  business, 
and  also  built  a flour  mill.  When  the  latter  was  ready  for  work,  the 
store  failed  and  the  stock  was  disposed  of  at  sheriff’s  sale,  but  a debt 
still  remained  for  the  liquidation  of  which  the  mill  had  to  be  sacri- 
ficed. August  23,  1832,  Mr.  Larimore  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Tate 
Evans,  of  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.  She  was  a friend  of  the  Rev.  Alfred 
Blake,  who,  at  the  solicitation  of  Mrs.  Larimore,  who  like  himself 
was  a stanch  Episcopalian,  succeeded  in  raising  funds  to  build  a 
church  of  that  denomination  in  Circleville,  to  which  Mr.  Larimore 
contributed  $100.  In  1837,  he  removed  to  Piqua,  where  he  secured 
contracts  to  do  construction  work  on  the  Miami  canal,  but  after  sev- 
eral vears,  when  Mr.  Larimore  was  in  debt  to  his  many  laborers  and 
for  supplies,  the  state  suspended  payment  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 
Bonds  were  issued  in  lieu  of  cash,  but  they  were  unpopular  and 
depreciated,  Mr.  Larimore  being  compelled  to  discount  those  paid 
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him  at  a loss  of  $50,000.  His  second  wife  died  in  1839.  Two  years 
later  he  went  to  Columbus*,  Ohio,  invested  $5,000  in  an  insurance  and 
banking  company  of  that  city,  and  took  $20,000  worth  of  stock  in  a 
bank  at  Circleville.  Both  these  institutions  failed  and  left  Mr. 
Larimore  almost  penniless.  March  26,  1814,  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Susan  Stoddard,  a widow  with  one  daughter  named  Amelia.  The 
latter  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  Stoddard,  of  Wellsburg, 
W.  Va.,  the  first  Episcopal  clergyman  wTest  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains. When  the  centennial  of  the  first  sendees  conducted  at  Steu- 
benville, Ohio,  by  Dr.  Doddridge,  was  held  in  October,  1S96,  Mrs. 
Amelia  Stoddard  Larimore,  his  granddaughter,  was  present  as  the 
nearest  living  relative.  In  1849,  Mr.  Larimore  took  charge  of  a 
forge  owned  by  John  Woodbridge  near  Bainbridge,  Boss  county,  and 
conducted  the  same  for  six  years.  In  1855  he  went  to  Chillicothe 
and  had  only  become  fairly  established  in  the  grain  business  when 
attacked  by  a severe  cold  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  February 
27,  1856.  He  left  a son  and  namesake  who  was  born  in  Komney, 
W.  Va.,  June  20,  1823,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio  in  the 
following  year.  Subsequently  he  became  a student  at  Kenyon  col- 
lege, at  Gamhier ; accompanied  his  family  to  Columbus  when  eighteen 
years  old,  and  clerked  in  stores  of  that  city  until  1849.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-six  he  went  to  Cincinnati  to  accept  a position  as  clerk  in 
the  postoffice  and  was  married  in  1851  to  Amelia  Stoddard,  grand- 
daughter of  Dr.  Joseph  Doddridge.  After  five  years’  service  in  the 
Cincinnati  postoffice  he  moved  to  Delphos,  Ohio,  where  he  clerked  for 
a while  in  a store  and  in  1856  located  at  Chillicothe  where  he  engaged 
in  the  grain  business.  Air.  Larimore  served  as  township  trustee  sev- 
eral times  and  in  1873  was  a candidate  for  county  recorder  on  the 
Republican  ticket  but  was  defeated  by  his  Democratic  opponent. 
Mrs.  Larimore  died  in  December,  1898,  leaving  the  following  named 
children:  Mrs.  Daisy  Shepard,  of  San  Antonio,  Tex.;  Mrs.  Evan 

Rupel,  of  Schooley’s,  Ross  county ; Dudley  T.  Larimore,  a druggist 
in  Xew  \ork  city;  Frank  C.  Larimore,  clerk  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment at  Washington,  I).  C. ; James  D.,  clerk  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
Charles  H.,  Chillicothe,  Ohio;  at  home,  Mary  and  Reppa,  the  latter 
a teacher  in  the  public  schools.  Charles  H.  Larimore,  sixth  of  the 
living  children,  was  born  at  Chillicothe,  September  3,  1856,  and  when 
fifteen  years  old  entered  the  employment  of  William  T.  McClintick, 
at  that  time  proprietor  of  the  coal  company.  This  concern,  although 
several  changes  in  ownership  and  management  have  taken  place,  still 
does  business  at  the  corner  of  Bridge  and  East  Water  street,  being 
now  known  as  the  Union  Coal  company.  Mr.  Larimore  began  with 
t is  corporation  as  office  boy  and  has  remained  uninterruptedly  since, 
going  through  various  advancements  until,  in  1893,  he  became  secre- 
tary and  still  holds  that  position.  In  the  spring  of  1895,  Mr  Lari- 
more  was  elected  member  of  the  city  school  board  from  the  Fourth 
ward  and,  after  an  intermission  of  one  term,  was  elected  to  the  same 
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position  in  1899  and  re-elected  in  1901.  He  is  a member  of  tbe 
Knights  of  Pythias.  November  6,  1877,  he  was  married  to  Kate, 
daughter  of  George  Hahn,  who  came  to  Chillicothe  from  Germany. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larimore  have  three  children:  Minnie,  Ada  and 

Charles  Howard,  Jr. 

Cyrus  Jasper  Larrick,  of  Chillicothe,  was  bora  in  Colerain  town- 
ship, Ross  county,  January  3,  1852.  His  parents  were  Robert  and 
Civilla  (May)  Larrick,  both  natives  of  Ross  county.  The  father 
was  bora  in  Colerain  township  November  25,  1827,  spent  his  entire 
life  there,  as  a successful  farmer,  and  died  March  15,  1899.  The 
mother  is  still  living  with  her  youngest  son  on  the  old  home  farm. 
They  had  a family  of  six  children,  of  whom  three,  Frank,  Freeling 
and  Walter,  died  in  childhood.  Of  the  living,  Cyrus  J.  is  the  eldest; 
Rhoda  is  now  Mrs.  Jacob  Bowsher  and  resides  on  a farm  in  Colerain 
township;  Emor  married  Nora  Boecher,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Cyras  J.  Larrick  was  educated  in  his  native  township  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  during  the  larger  part  of  his  life.  March  1, 
1901,  he  embarked  in  the  hotel  business  at  Chillicothe,  as  proprietor 
of  the  Colonial  hotel,  still  retaining  his  farm  of  100  acres  in  Colerain 
township.  He  conducted  the  hotel  until  January  31,  1902,  upon 
which  date  he  disposed  of  his  hotel  interests,  but  still  remains  a resi- 
dent of  Chillicothe.  Mr.  Larrick  was  married  February  25,  1875, 
to  Isabel,  daughter  of  John  and  Louisa  Withrow,  of  Colerain  town- 
ship, both  deceased.  Her  mother  was  a Miss  Binkley,  of  Maryland, 
and  her  father  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larrick  are 
the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  Florence,  the  eldest,  is  married 
to  Floyd  Luchart,  a law  student  at  Columbus ; Harry  is  the  only  son ; 
Lennie,  Rosa,  Christie  and  Helen  are  still  at  home.  Mr.  Larrick 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Politically,  he  is 
an  uncompromising  Republican  but  he  has  never  been  a seeker  of 
public  office.  He  lias  been  successful  in  a financial  way  and  can  say 
truthfully  that  his  possessions  are  largely  the  result  of  his  own 
unaided  efforts. 

Josiah  Wilson  Lash,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  of  Chillicothe,  is  a native  of 
Athens  county,  Ohio,  bora  November  17,  1852.  His  grandfather, 
William  Lash,  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  at  a period  suffi- 
ciently early  to  entitle  him  to  rank  among  the  pioneers  of  Athens 
county;  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  afterward  was 
stricken  down  in  the  prime  of  life  by  the  yellow  fever  then  prevalent 
in  epidemic  form.  The  ancestor  next  remote,  Jacob  Lash,  the  father 
of  William,  emigrated  from  Germany  to  America  about  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century ; became  a soldier  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  according  to  family  tradition  served,  when  well  advanced 
in  years,  in  the  contest  of  1812.  The  family  treasures  as  a precious 
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heirloom  a powder-horn,  bearing  date  of  1775,  which  was  earned  by 
one  of  their  ancestors  during  the  trying  seven  years  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary struggle.  Abraham  Lash,  son  of  William,  and  father  of 
Dr.  Lash,  was  one  of  the  children  of  the  pioneers  and  his  early  life 
was  an  initiation  into  the  hardships  incident  to  the  period.  Academ- 
ical education,  or  “schooling,”  as  it  was  called,  was  practically  out 
of  reach  or  obtainable  only  in  crude  and  unsatisfactory  form.  The 
schools  in  Athens  county  were  few  and  far  between,  usually  presided 
over  by  some  Scotch  master  or  New  England  pedagogue  of  the  type 
of  Ichabod  Crane,  so  humorously  drawn  in  Irving’s  “Sketch  Book.” 
Such  as  the  facilities  were,  however,  Abraham  Lash  availed  himself 
of  them  when  not  called  for  urgent  work  on  the  farm.  He  grew  up 
thoroughly  inured  to  frontier  hardships  of  all  kinds  and  to  under- 
stand as  well  as  to  appreciate  what  it  took  to  convert  the  Ohio  wilder- 
ness into  the  blooming  civilization  of  the  present  age.  He  adhered 
to  husbandry  as  his  life  work  and  is  one  of  the  veteran  farmers  of 
Athens  county,  where  he  still  resides,  with  his  wife,  Isabelle,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Brooks)  McKinstrv.  Her  father,  a well- 
known  fanner  of  Athens  county,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  liis 
father,  Robert  McKinstry,  having  emigrated  to  America  from  Car- 
lickfergus,  Lister  comity,  Ireland,  about  17S5.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Price,  was  a native  of  Maryland  and  actively  par- 
ticipated in  the  war  of  1812.  Mrs.  Lash  and  her  venerable  husband 
furnish  a fine  sample  of  the  strong  men  and  women  whose  early 
struggles  made;  possible  the  present  advancement  and  progress. 
JJr.  J.  W.  Lash  is  the  eldest  of  their  six  children.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  day,  somewhat  improved 
over  those  of  his  immediate  ancestors,  but  still  leaving  much  to  be 
desired.  At  an  early  period  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  become  a 
physician,  but  preparatory  to  professional  studies,  entered  the  .Ohio 
State  university,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1875  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Three  years  later  the  same  institution 
conferred  upon  him  the  higher  scholastic  title  of  Master  of  Arts 
Immediately  after  leaving  college,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  at 
Columbus  Ohio,  and  in  1878  completed  the  course  prescribed  by 
the  medical  college  of  that  city.  As  a valuable  post-graduate  experi- 
ence  Dr.  Lash  practiced  for  one  year  at  the  hospital  for  the  insane 
at  Athens,  after  which  he  located  in  Chillicothe  and  has  made  that 
city  ever  since  the  theater  of  his  operations.  From  this  central  point 

ln  u d:reCti°nS  0ver  a wide  of  territory 
adjacent  to  Chillicothe.  The  last  test  ofa  physician’s  qualifications- 

success  m the  treatment  of  diseases— may  be  applied  to  Doctor  Lash 

I'  S hepm Te  D 1r,hSt  i0f-C-'rea  haS  been  hoth  ™m«-ous  and 
decisive.  But  the  Doctor  s activities  are  not  confined  to  his  medical 

practice  but  reach  to  all  the  duties  of  citizenship.  The  list  of  pro- 
fessional societies  to  which  he  belongs  and  in  whose  workings  he  takes 
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an  active  part,  is  extensive  and  important.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Boss  County  Medical  society,  the  Ohio  State  Medical  society,  the 
American  Medical  association  and  the  American  Academy  of  Medi-f 
cine.  For  years  he  has  been  a close  student,  an  extensive  reader 
and  a close  observer,  which  qualities  have  made  him  one  of  the  best 
posted  men  in  the  medical  profession.  In  July,  1893,  he  was 
appointed  pension  examiner  for  Ross  county,  and  upon  the  meeting 
of  the  board  he  was  elected  president  of  that  body,  which  position  he 
held  for  six  years,  commencing  in  the  last  term  of  President  Cleve- 
land and  continuing  two  years  under  the  administration  of  President 
McKinley.  He  is  a director  of  the  Citizens  National  bank,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge,  chapter 
and  commandery  of  Chillicothe;  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow,  Elk,  Knight 
of  Pythias,  Knight  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order  and  member  of  the 
Sunset  club,  a literary  organization  of  high  standing.  Politically 
the  Doctor  has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life  and  a Gold  Democrat 
since  1S96.  By  reason  of  the  patriotic  services  of  his  ancestors  in 
the  war  for  independence,  he  is  eligible  to  membership  in  the  “Sons 
of  the  Revolution.,, 

William  F.  Lavery,  deceased,  was  in  his  day  one  of  the  esteemed 
citizens  and  well-to-do  fanners  of  Ross  county.  He  was  bom  in 
Pennsylvania,  but  in  1821,  when  only  three  years  old,  was  brought 
to  Ohio  by  his  father,  John  Lavery.  The  latter,*  who  was  a native? 
of  Ireland,  settled  in  Buckskin  township  where  he  engaged  in  fann- 
ing and  so  continued  until  the  end  of  his  days.  William  F.  Lavery 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  progenitor  and  devoted  his  life  to 
farming  and  stock-raising.  In  this  peaceful  pursuit  he  enjoyed  a 
happy,  though  uneventful,  existence,  until  the  time  of  his  death  which 
occurred  July  12,  1874.  In  February,  1853,  he  had  married 
Mary  J.,  daughter  of  James  Murray,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Buckskin  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lavery  became  the  parents  of  eight  children : Ella  M.  married 

C.  D.  Chatman,  of  Highland  county,  and  died  in  October,  1889 ; 
Anna  J.  is  the  wife  of  Will  A.  Arnott,  of  Highland  county ; Emma 
is  dead  and  Martha  M.  is  at  home  with  her  mother;  William  F.  is 
in  business  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. ; John  T.  and  Fannie  R.  are  at  home 
and  James  M.  is  dead.  The  mother  and  her  daughters  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  South  Salem. 

Captain  William  Yickars  Lawrance,  of  Chillicothe,  is  a native  of 
Greene  county,  Ohio,  born  November  8,  1834.  His  parents  were 
John  B.  and  Amelia  (Yickars)  Lawrance,  the  former  of  New  \ork 
and  the  latter  of  Maryland,  who  came  to  Ohio  when  young  and  met 
and  married  in  this  State.  John  B.  Lawrance  was  a delegate  to  the 
11-36 
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first  Republican  convention  that  met  at  Buffalo,  X.  Y.  He  died  in 
Greene  county  in  1872,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  January,  1880. 
Out  of  their  family  of  eleven  children,  four  are  still  living.  Capt. 
W.  V.  Lawrance  grew  up  on  a farm  and  was  educated  at  Cedarville 
and  Antioch  college,  Ohio.  After  leaving  college  he  studied  law 
with  J udge  Barlow,  of  Xenia,  Ohio,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1860.  He  had  hardly  time  to  get  a foothold  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  before  the  war  clouds,  which  had  long  been  hanging  over 
the  land,  burst  in  all  their  fury.  Early  in  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  Twelfth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  for  the  three  months’  serv- 
ice, and  afterward  he  re-enlisted  in  the  Sixth  independent  company 
of  Ohio  cavalry.  This  was  attached  to  the  Third  New  York  cavalry 
as  Company  L,  and  with  it  he  served  until  May,  1863,  when  lie 
resigned  on  account  of  ill-health.  He  again  enlisted  in  Company  M$ 
of  the  Eighth  Ohio  cavalry,  with  which  he  served  until  January  11, 
1865,  when  the  regiment  was  captured  at  Beverly,  Va.  He  was  a 
prisoner  in  Libby  prison  until  about  the  20th  of  March  and  was  dis- 
charged from  the  army  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Kingston  and  Goldsboro,  Liberty  and  Beverly,  Va.,  and 
others ; was  second  lieutenant  in  rank,  and  also  served  on  General 
Foster  s staff  as  provost  marshal.  After  the  war  he  was  assistant 
United  States  assessor  during  Grant’s  administration,  and  in  the 
Ohio  department  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  he  has  been 
honored  with  the  office  of  assistant  quartermaster-general.  March  18, 
1864,  Captain  Lawrance  was  married  to  Annie  C.  Walker,  daughter 
of  Stephen  Shelton  Walker,  a native  of  Loudoun  county,  Va.,  whose 
mother,  Lettia  Humphreys,  was  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Humphreys, 
aide  to  General  Washington  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
family  is  related  to  the  Lees  of  Virginia.  Mrs.  Lawrance’s 
grandfather  Walker  came  to  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  in  1S25  with 
seven  children,  of  whom  the  only  one  now  living  is  her  father, 
Stephen  Shelton,  who  married  in  1835  and  lived  with  his  wife  sixty- 
one  years  she  dying  in  1896.  They  had  one  child  besides  Annie  C. 
Captain  Lawrance  and  his  wife  have  had  two  children,  one  of  whom 
r;QnQ!nfa^'  .T1^  other  is  Herbert  Walker  Lawrance,  born  May 
22,  188b.  Captain  Lawrance  has  resided  at  Chillicothe  since  1868. 
He  is  a man  of  literary  tastes  and  lias  gained  considerable  distinction 
as  an  author:  Among -his  books  that  have  been  published  mav  be 

mentioned  Ellina,  a book  of  poems;  “Story  of  Jndeth”  or  “A  Tale 
of  Bethlehem;  a book  of  sonnets  entitled  “The  Loves  of  Laos;”  a 
novel,  Defeated  but  Victor  Still,”  or  “Heirs  of  Fonca  Estate;”  a 

foZ  °«  A rI,tled  Fn^r  Which  Master,”  or  “The  Story  of  the 
Long  Strike  at  Coverdale,”  and  “Stonewalls  and  Trenches.”  Cap. 
tain  Lawrance  is  an  accomplished  scholar,  well  informed  on  current 
topics  and  a very  companionable  gentleman. 
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William  H.  Leedom,  residing  near  Frankfort,  is  a native  of  Adams 
county,  Ohio,  born  August  25,  1856.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  county  during  his  early  youth,  but  was  prevented  from 
reaching  the  higher  courses.  When  he  was  still  quite  young  he  met 
with  the  greatest  of  calamities  of  childhood  by  the  loss  of  his  mother. 
After  her  death,  he  was  brought  by  his  father  to  Ross  county  where, 
however,  they  remained  but.  a short  time.  The  boy  then  went  to 
Pickaway  county,  where  he  remained  a couple  of  years,  after  which 
he  accompanied  his  father  to  Illinois.  That  state  was  his  home  for 
five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came  back  to  Ross  county 
where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  Farm  work  has  been  his  only  occu- 
pation throughout  life.  August  27,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Anna 
Ward,  daughter  of  Nathan  Ward,  an  old  citizen  of  Ross  county. 
They  have  seven  children,  whose  names  are  Stella,  Arthur,  Lennie, 
Blanche,  Hazel,  Ward  and  Clark.  Mr.  Leedom  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

John  II.  Lewis,  an  efficient  and  popular  attache  of  the  Chillicotho 
fire  department,  is  a native  of  Pike  county,  Ohio,  the  date  of  his  birth 
being  January  16,  1862.  He  grew  up  there,  attended  school  a few 
terms,  and  when  still  a youth  found  it  necessary  to  work  by  the  day 
as  a means  of  livelihood.  Being  ambitious  and  industrious  he 
worked  willingly  at  any  honest  employment  that  could  be  secured 
and  continued  this  irregular  kind  of  occupation  until  1887.  In  that 
year  he  removed  to  Ross  county  and  secured  a position  as  blacksmith 
finisher  in  the  factory  of  the  Chillicothe  buggy  and  wagon  company. 
He  remained  thus  employed  until  February,  1000,  when  he  was 
appointed  driver  of  Engine  No.  2 by  the  board  of  fire  commissioners 
of  Chillicothe,  and  since  then  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  this 
responsible  place  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1885,  Mr.  Lewis  was  married  to  Julia  Cramblit,  daughter  of 
John  Cramblit,  an  old  resident  of  Ross  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
have  three  bright  children,  Floyd,  Mabel  and  Ethel,  and  the  family 
are  attendants  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Samuel  C.  Lightner,  M.  I).,  a popular  practitioner  of  Kingston 
and  vicinity,  made  a creditable  addition  to  the  medical  corps  of  Ross 
county  after  his  settlement  within  its  confines.  The  family  is  imme- 
diately of  Pennsylvania  but  more  remotely  of  German  origin.  The 
founder  of  the  American  branch  was  George  W.  Lightner,  who  came 
from  Germany  to  Pennsylvania  about  1765  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days  in  that  state.  He  left  a son  and  namesake  who  married 
Mary  Wood  and  became  the  father  of  Micajah  C.  Lightner,  who  was 
born  and  still  resides  in  Greene  county,  Pa.  Micajah  married 
Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Peter  Ferrel,  and  by  her  had  four  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living.  Dr.  S.  C.  Lightner,  one  of  the  three  sons,  was 
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bom  in  Pennsylvania,  April  10,  1861.  He  attended  tlie  Waynes- 
burg  (Pa.)  college,  taught  school  for  a short  time  and  then  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  S.  B.  Lightner,  of  Sabina,  Ohio.  In  due 
course  he  matriculated  at  the  Ohio  Medical  college  in  Cincinnati, 
where  he  received  his  degree  of  M.  D.  with  the  class  of  1886.  Ilia 
first  venture  in  the  line  of  his  profession  was  at  Keene,  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  three  years  and  then  went  to  Frazevsburg,  in  Muskin- 
gum county.  Later,  in  1891,  he  came  to  Hallsville,  Ross  county, 
where  he  did  well  and  built  up  a good  practice  in  the  town  and  coun- 
try districts  contiguous  to  his  headquarters  ; but  in  the  spring  of  1902, 
desiring  a location  in  a larger  place,  he  removed  to  Kingston,  Ohio, 
where  he  is  meeting  with  gratifying  success.  The  Doctor  belongs  to 
the  Ross  County  Medical  society  and  is  a welcome  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  at  Adelphi,  and  Hallsville  camp,  No. 
9,543,  of  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America.  August  28,  1889,  ho 
was  married  to  Maggie  E.,  daughter  of  William  and  Catherine  Beall, 
natives  of  Coshocton  county  resident  at  Kingston,  Ohio.  They  have 
one  son,  Russell  E.,  bom  August  28,  1890. 


John  C.  Lighttle  was  bom  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  August  31,  1863. 
His  father,  Samuel  M.  Lighttle,  was  l>orn  in  August,  1841,  near 
Massieville;  learned  the  cooper’s  trade  from  his  father,  Jacob,  which 
with  farm  work  made  up  the  principal  part  of  his  life’s  occupation ; 
attended  the  district  school  in  youth  and  when  he  reached  seventeen, 
engaged  in  work  on  the  farm  by  the  month.  In  1862,  Samuel  M. 
Lighttle  married  Adelina  Gibson,  but  still  continued  farm  work  on 
wages  until  about  18b  <,  when  he  rented  a place  and  began  operations 
on  his  own  account.  He  was  a member  of  the  Ohio  National  Guard 
in  Huntington  township  and  in  1864  was  called  out  in  the  hundred 
days  service;  was  mustered  into  the  Seventy-third  Ohio  infantry  at 
Camp  Dennison  and  served  his  full  time  without  accident.  After 
living  on  different  rented  farms  for  several  years  he  finally  purchased 
the  141  acres  where  his  son  now  resides,  and  followed  general  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  May  21,  1888.  He  left  four 
children,  John  C subject  of  this  sketch;  Jacob  A.  (deceased), 
Mary  E.  (deceased),  and  Edith.  After  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs. 
Lighttle  continued  to  conduct  the  farm  with  the  assistance  of  her 
sons,  John  and  Jacob.  About  twenty  months  after  the  latter 
died  there  was  a sale  and  the  mother  and  daughter  moved  to  Chilli- 
cothe  where  they  now  reside.  John  0.  Lighttle  remained  at  homo 
until  lie  was  twenty-two,  assisting  on  the  farm  in  summer  and  going 
to  school  in  winter.  After  reaching  manhood  he  made  a trip  to  Har- 
per, Kan.,  remaining  about  one  year,  and  then  returned  to  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  the  farm  for  a while  and  then  went  back  west.  His 
sojourn  this  time  was  cut  short  by  news  of  the  death  of  his  father, 
which  necessitated  a return  to  Ohio.  He  remained  in  Ross  county 
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about  a year,  went  west  again  and  a few  months  later  returned  home 
and  staved  but  a short  time,  then  returned  to  Kansas  and  remained 
there  until  his  brother's  death.  He  then  returned  home  again  and 
worked  for  the  estate  by  the  month  for  about  twenty  months.  Sep- 
tember 2,  1805,  he  was  married  to  Rhoda  Chesnut,  of  Chillicothe, 
and  they  went  to  housekeeping  in  Twin  township  where  they  now 
reside.  They  have  two  children,  Herbert  A.  and  Naomi  E.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Bourne- 
ville. 

George  Litter,  a prosperous  contractor  and  builder  of  Chillicothe, 
has  been  one  of  the  factors  in  the  industrial  development  of  that  city. 
He  is  a son  of  Sebastian  Litter,  born  June  23,  1S16,  in  Germany, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  married  Catherine  Bauer  and  came  with 
her  to  America  about  1846,  locating  at  Chillicothe,  where  he 
embarked  in  the  business  of  contracting  and  building,  prosecuting 
that  calling  actively  until  1860,  and  then  engaged  in  farming.  After 
eight  years  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits  he  returned  to  the  city  and 
his  old  calling  as  a contractor,  to  which  he  devoted  the  six  subsequent 
years  and  then  abandoned  it  permanently.  Assisted  by  his  sons  he 
took  charge  of  1,300  acres  of  land  and  devoted  nine  years  to  its 
management  and  cultivation,  retiring  from  business  entirely  in  1884 
and  locating  in  Chillicothe.  There  his  life  terminated  in  May,  1901, 
as  the  result  of  a paralytic  stroke  received  the  year  previous,  his 
wife's  death  having  occurred  in  1892.  They  were  the  parents  of 
sixteen  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living:  Jacob,  foreman  in  a 

large  terra-cotta  works  at  Pittsburg;  Catherine,  wife  of  John  Sauer 
of  Farmland,  Ind. ; Mary,  wife  of  V.  K.  Kelley  of  Bainbridge,  O. ; 
Charles,  resident  of  Solon,  O. ; William  and  Henry,  of  Chillicothe; 
and  George  Litter,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  latter  was  bom 
in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  December  6,  1860,  was  educated  in  the  city 
schools,  and  upon  reaching  manhood  followed  in  his  father's  foot- 
steps as  a contractor  and  builder.  Until  a year  or  two  ago  he  was 
also  engaged  in  manufacturing  brick,  which  he  used  in  his  own  busi- 
ness or  supplied  to  the  trade,  but  latterly  has  confined  himself  to 
contracting  and  structural  work.  Mr.  Litter  is  a member  of  the 
Modem  Woodmen  of  America  and  holds  the  office  of  councilman 
from  the  fifth  ward  of  Chillicothe,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  April, 
1901,  for  a term  of  two  years.  In  1886  he  was  married  to  Chris- 
tina, daughter  of  Hartman  Griesheimer,  a native  of  Germany  who 
established  himself  in  Chillicothe  when  a young  man.  Of  the  three 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Litter  only  two  are  living,  Ada  T.  and 
Helen  Irene. 

Thomas  O.  Little,  a successful  raiser  of  thorough-bred  cattle  and 
hogs,  is  a native  of  Ross  county  and  owns  the  farm  in  Green  town* 
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ship  which  has  been  the  homestead  of  the  family  for  several  genera- 
tions. In  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  Hugh  Little  and 
his  wife  Catharine  (Rigby)  Little,  came  to  Green  township,  then 
part  of  the  wilds  of  Ross  county,  and  set  to  work  after  the  pioneer 
fashion  to  make  a home  in  the  wilderness.  Everything  of  course 
had  to  be  evolved  under  the  greatest  difficulties,  but  they  proved  equal 
to  the  emergencies.  Hugh  Little  burned  the  brick  which  was  used 
in  building  the  dwelling-house  and  in  the  course  of  time,  by  dint  of 
hard  and  continuous  work,  had  quite  a comfortable  residence  for 
those  days.  He  set  out  what  was  perhaps  the  first  orchard  in  the 
township  and  in  other  ways  showed  himself  to  be  a strong-minded 
and  progressive  man.  The  place  thus  carved  out  of  the  wilderness 
by  these  pioneers  was  afterwards  known  as  the  Gregg  farm.  In  1818 
he  disposed  of  the  Gregg  property  and  purchased  eighty  acres  about 
one  mile  east  of  it,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
September  17,  1825.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  and  passed 
away  June  7,  1848.  They  had  four  children,  among  the  number 
being  James,  who  was  born  in  Green  township,  March  2,  1817,  and 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Jones)  Orr, 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  J ames  Little  was  a farmer  by 
occupation  and  made  a success  of  the  business,  being  at  the  time  of 
his  death  owner  of  318  acres  of  good  land.  He  was  a man  of  prom- 
inence in  liis  community,  Whig  and  Republican  in  politics,  and  cap- 
tain of  militia  at  the  time  of  the  Mexican  war.  He  died  March  23, 
1882,  and  the  death  of  his  wife  occurred  August  9,  1900.  There 
were  five  children  born  to  them,  Benjamin,  now  living  in  Iowa; 
Mary,  the  widow  of  Jesse  L.  Withgott,  residing  in  Kingston  ; Kate  S., 
wife  of  Joseph  Hurst,  of  Williamsport,  Ohio;  Fletcher  atid  Thomas, 
the  two  latter  residing  on  the  old  home  place.  Thomas  O.  Little,  the 
youngest  child,  was  born  in  Green  township,  March  29,  1856,  on 
the  faun  of  which  he  subsequently  became  the  owner  and  where  he 
now  resides.  Like  his  father  and  grandfather  before  him  he  adhered 
to  the  soil  as  a means  of  livelihood  and  has  spent  all  of  his  adult  life 
m its  cultivation.  He  has  improved  the  homestead  place  in  various 
ways  by  the  application  of  modern  methods  and  added  considerably 
to  the  value  of  his  holdings  by  up-to-date  and  progressive  manag^- 
ment.  Realizing  at  an  early  period  the  advantage  of  improved 
stock,  Mr.  Little  soon  had  his  farm  supplied  with  the  best  varieties. 
He  made  a specialty  of  the  Poll-Durham  and  Shorthorn  cattle  and 
e o an  ma  liog.  Mr.  Little  has  devoted  much  time  and  care 
to  the  breeding  and  feeding  of  his  fine  cattle  and  swine  and  has  con- 
tributed his  share  towards  enlarging  the  volume  as  well  as  the 
celebrity  of  Ross  county’s  live  stock  industry. 

i n tmw Hnff1  LOClTVOO(J  and  .his  good  wife  Cinderilla  are  one  of  those 
interesting  couples  who  enjoy  special  esteem  not  only  on  account  of 
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their  personal  worth  but  as  links  between  the  present  and  the  far  dis- 
tant past  They  are  thought  to  be  the  oldest  married  people  in 
Ohio,  having  lived  together  as  man  and  wife  for  sixty-two  years  and 
at  their  present  residence  for  fifty-nine  years.  Their  long  lives 
cover  almost  the  entire  period  of  Ohio’s  history  as  a State  and 
embrace  all  of  the  tremendous  development  of  the  United  States 
which  has  occurred  since  Missouri  was  admitted  into  the  Union. 
The  father  of  the  venerable  subject  of  our  sketch  was  William  Lock- 
wood,  born  near  Wheeling,  W.  Va,,  in  1786.  He  married  Sarah 
Hall,  a Maryland  woman,  with  whom  he  came  to  Ohio  about  1814, 
leased  a farm  in  Fairfield  county  and  lived  by  its  cultivation  until 
1840.  In  that  year  he  purchased  a small  tract  of  land  in  Hunting- 
ton  township,  Ross  county,  on  which  he  located  and  lived  until  the 
death  of  his  wife,  and  subsequently  removed  Ho  Massieville,  where 
he  died  in  1861.  His  children  were  named  in  order  of  birth:  Eliza- 
beth, Mary,  Ephraim,  Robert,  James,  William  and  Lucretia,  who 
became  the  wife  of  James  Kelley,  of  Missouri.  Lucretia,  William 
(of  Indiana)  and  Ephraim  are  the  only  ones  living.  Ephraim  Lock- 
wood  wTas  born  near  Rushville,  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  January  24, 
1818.  In  his  boyhood  days  the  “old  log  schoolhouse”  with  its  stick 
chimney,  puncheon  floor  and  slab  seats  was  the  only  avenue  to  book 
learning  and  was  justly  regarded  as  the  advanced  guard  of  civiliza- 
tion. The  custom  was  for  the  farmers’  boys  to  attend  school  during 
the  bad  weather  of  winters  and  assist  with  the  outdoor  work  at  other 
seasons.  Little  more  than  the  rudiments  of  learning  could  be 
obtained  in  this  way  but  it  proved  a sufficient  equipment  for  many 
of  the  strongest  and  best  citizens  of  Ohio,  included  among  the  mim*' 
her  being  Ephraim  Lockwood.  Among  the  neighbors  of  the  Lock- 
woods  in  Fairfield  county  was  a family  named  King,  and  one  of  the 
members  of  this  household  was  a bright-eyed  girl  called  Oinderilla. 
To  her,  March  8,  1840,  Ephraim  Lockwood  was  married  and  she  has 
been  to  him  a loving  and  devoted  companion  during  the  more  than 
sixty-two  years  which  have  since  supervened.  After  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Lockwood  located  in  Ross  county,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
as  a stone  mason  for  some  years  until  he  engaged  in  farming  as  a 
permanent  occupation.  To  this,  the  noblest  and  most  independent 
of  all  pursuits,  Mr.  Lockwood  has  devoted  all  the  energies  of  a long 
and  laborious  life,  fifty-nine  years  of  which  have  been  spent  at  tho 
place  where  he  now  resides  in  Scioto  township.  Kow  in  his  eighty- 
fourth  year  he  is  in  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties,  a fine  sample 
of  the  old-time  pioneer  citizen,  while  his  wife  is  as  bright  and  active 
as  most  women  at  half  her  age.  Mr.  Lockwood  was  first  a Whig  in 
politics  and  afterward  a Republican.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for 
William  Henry  Harrison  after  the  famous  “hard  cider  and  log 
cabin”  campaign  of  1840,  and  it  is  a boast  of  Mr.  Lockwood  that 
from  that  time  on  he  has  never  missed  a fall  election.  He  has  never 
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sought  office,  however,  the  only  official  position  held  by  him  being 
that  of  school  director.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lockwood  have  had  nine 
children:  Sarah  C.,  the  first  born,  died  in  infancy;  Theodore  E. 

resides  in  Delaware,  Ohio;  John  W.  died  in  the  civil  war;  Lyman  G. 
lives  at  Clarksburg,  West  Virginia;  Lavina  M.  is  the  wife  of  John 
Keeton,  Blanchester,  0. ; DeWitt  is  a resident  of  Lattyville,  O. ; 
William  F.  is  living  at  Upper  Sandusky,  O. ; Orin  S.  and  Iona  E. 
are  dead.  The  parents  have  been  devoted  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  church  from  their  early  years,  he  having  joined  when 
fifteen  and  she  when  seventeen  years  old. 


Frank  Long,  tanner,  stock-raiser  and  fruit-grower  in  Huntington 
township,  bears  a name  widely  distributed  from  an  early  period  in 
Ross  county.  The  progenitors  of  the  family  were  among  the  first 
arrivals  from  Pennsylvania  and  there  was  little  in  the  surroundings 
to  attract  a farmer  when  John  Long  and  his  wife  halted  in  the  con- 
fines of  the  then  new  and  inchoate  county.  The  soil,  indeed,  was 
there,  rich  and  fruitful  as  it  has  ever  been,  and  the  task  of  clearing 
away  the  superincumbent  forest  was  such  as  to  deter  the  stoutest 
heart.  But  in  time  all  difficulties  wrere  surmounted  by  this  hardy 
breed  of  men,  among  whom  none  were  more  resolute  than  the  ances- 
tors of  the  Longs.  The  first  of  the  name  to  arrive  left  a son  and 
namesake  who  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas  Streevev,  by  'whom 
he  had  eleven  children.  Of  these,  George  W.,  Samuel  P.,  John, 
Allen  T.,  Delila,  Elizabeth,  Martha  and  Catherine  are  dead;  the 
three  surivivors  are  Ethelinda,  wife  of  William  Robinson,  of  Butler 
county,  Ohio;  Hester  A.,  wife  of  X.  Ward,  and  Henry  F.,  who  is 
now  eighty-three  years  old  and  lives  with  the  last  mentioned  sister, 
lhe  father  was  industrious  and  a good  manager,  met  with  success 
m most  of  his  dealings  and  accumulated  a considerable  bodv  of  land 
m Huntington  township.  Allen  T.  Long,  fourth  of  the  children  in 
order  of  birth,  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage  to  Catherine 
Roush,  a native  of  Adams  county,  Ohio.  Thev  lived  for  a short 
time  in  one  of  the  rude  log  cabins  then  so  common,  but  later  moved 
to  the  old  home  place,  where  they  remained  several  vears,  after 

which  they  made  their  home  with  their  son.  The  father  was  a 

man  of  many  good  qualities  and  was  quite  popular  in  his  community, 
being  called  on  to  fill  various  township  offices.  He  died  August  10, 
1802,  ivhen  sixty-two  years  old,  and  his  widow  now  resides  in  Chib 
Aru  7^-  ^dnfive  ch_lldren:  Angeline,  wife  of  George  W. 

afl  Chnrlf  ^ dec^d  ? Charlotte,  wife 

of  Charles  Miller,  of  Springfield  township;  Clara,  wife  of  Fritz 

Seeling,  of  Huntington  township;  and  FVank.  The  latter  was  born 
in  Huntington  township,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  October  17,  1865  and 

Zriat,r°me  rl  ATuSt  ?0’  1000>  When  married  to 

Fannie  E.  Moore,  born  and  bred  in  Pike  county,  and  daughter  of 
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William  T.  and  Rachel  Moore.  He  located  on  the  farm  where  he 
has  since  resided  and  is  extensively  engaged  in  fruit-growing,  besides 
the  business  of  stock-raising  and  general  agriculture.  Mr.  Long  is 
one  of  the  popular  men  of  his  township  and  that  he  is  trustworthy  in 
a business  way  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  called  on  to 
fill  important  public  offices.  He  has  served  as  trustee  of  the  town- 
ship, is  now  a valued  member  of  the  school  board  and  in  1901  was 
elected  county  infirmary  director.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

John  L.  Long,  of  Huntington  township,  horticulturist  and  general 
farmer  and  stockraiser,  is  descended  from  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Ross  county.  His  great-grandfather  was  a Pennsylvanian  and, 
though  the  exact  date  of  his  arrival  has  not  been  preserved  in  the 
family  records,  it  is  known  that  he  appeared  on  the  scene  in  what  is 
now  called  “an  early  day.”  The  first-comer  brought  with  him  a 
son  named  John,  who  married  Elizabeth  Thomas,  of  Ross  county, 
settled  with  her  on  a small  place  in  Huntington  township  and 
eventually  became  a prosperous  farmer.  Possessed  of  industry  and 
being  a good  manager  he  steadily  accumulated  property,  until  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  owned  over  400  acres  of  land,  now  known  as 
Bishop  Hill.  Of  his  eleven  children  only  three  are  living:  Ethel- 
inda,  wife  of  William  Robinson  of  Butler  county,  O. ; Hester,  wife 
of  X.  Ward,  of  Huntington  township;  and  Henry  F.,  living  with  last 
mentioned,  aged  83  years.  The  list  of  the  dead  includes  George  W., 
Samuel  P.,  John  W.,  Allen  T.,  Catherine,  Delila,  Elizabeth  and 
Martha.  Samuel  P.  Long,  second  of  this  large  family  of  children, 
was  born  in  Huntington  township,  Ross  county,  December  3,  1821, 
and  remained  at  the  parental  home  until  early  manhood.  October 
11,  1849,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Ann  Roush,  a native  of  Adani9 
county,  and  they  began  housekeeping  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  their 
son.  When  this  young  couple  “settled  down,”  as  the  phrase  goes,  it 
was  in  a rather  unpretentious  manner,  their  house  being  one  of  those 
rude  log  structures  of  the  time,  poorly  furnished  and  with  no  out- 
buildings of  consequence.  In  the  course  of  years,  however,  industry 
and  good  management  put  an  entirely  different  face  on  affairs  and 
improved  this  place  with  a fine  new  dwelling,  substantial  barn, 
stables,  fencing  and  all  the  other  adjuncts  of  an  up-to-date  country 
homestead.  Samuel  P.  Long  and  wife  removed  to  Twin  township 
about  1860,  but  after  residing  there  two  years  returned  to  the  old 
home  place  in  Huntington  township.  A year  or  two  later  they  went 
to  Ohillieothe  and  were  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  for  fifteen 
years,  after  which  they  relocated  on  their  Huntington  township  farm 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the  father  dying  at  sixty- 
five  and  the  mother  when  sixty-nine  years  old.  Their  five  children, 
as  named  in  order  of  birth,  were  Moses  R.,  John  L.,  Charles  F., 
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Philip  It.  and  David  S.  John  L.  Long  was  born  in  Huntington 
township,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  August  12,  1853,  on  the  farm  where 
he  at  present  resides.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  they 
died,  after  which  he  lived  with  his  brother  Charles  F.  until  the  lat- 
ter’s death,  and  since  then  has  purchased  the  other  heir’s  interests 
and  now  owns  and  manages  the  farm.  There  are  125  acres  of  land 
in  this  tract,  which  Mr.  Long  cultivates  in  the  usual  way  hut  devotes 
considerable  time  to  growing  the  various  small  fruits  suitable  to  that 
latitude.  Mr.  Long  has  remained  single  throughout  life.  His 
younger  brother,  Charles  F.  Long,  was  married  September  i5,  1887, 
to  Ellen  W.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Clarissa  M.  Caldwell,  of  Scioto 
township.  He  died  April  2,  1898,  since  which  time,  as  previously 
stated,  John  L.  Long  has  superintended  affairs  and  successfully 
earned  on  the  fanning  operations. 


John  W.  Lough,  a substantial  farmer  and  esteemed  citizen  of  the 
Lyndon  (Ohio)  locality,  is  a native  of  Pendleton  county,  W.  Va.  He 
was  reared  and  educated  there,  being  a boy  about  seventeen  years  of 
age  when  the  civil  war  was  begun  bv  the  memorable  events  in 
Charleston  harbor.  In  1862,  Mr.  Lough  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
wenty-fifth  regiment  Virginia  infantry,  with  which  command  he 
participated  in  some  of  the  most  stirring  campaigns  and  bloodiest 
battles  of  the  civil  war.  Notable  among  these  were  the  engagements 
at  McDowell,  Second  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Gettvsburg  and  Freder- 

0n  t]ie  mornin£  of  May  5,  1864,  during  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  he  was  captured  and  afterward  was  held  as  prisoner 
at  Point  Lookout  and  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  not  being  exchanged  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  Counting  the  time  spent  in  prison,  Mr.  Long’s 
military  career  extended  over  a period  of  three  years.  Almost  imme- 
diateiy  after  his  release  from  prison,  Mr.  Lough  came  to  Ohio  and 
settled  in  Ross  county.  In  1870,  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  Washington  Mains,  born  near  South  Salem.  The’Mains  fam- 
1 Jf}8  °n?  °f  ?1(iest  ln  Koss  county,  being  founded  in  1812  by 

phitfr0IR  “llVr”nty’  VfU  Mr’  and  Mrs-  L™gh  six 

Luh  nf  r Belfl  ue  ndcst  S°"’  holds  a P0®141011  in  the  Commercial 
bank  of  Greenfield ; George  is  a farmer  in  Fayette  conntv ; Ada  is 

the  wife  of  Dr.  Arthur  Parrett,  of  Anderson,  Ind. ; Washington, 

Wn  Satnof  ?ar?aret  are, at  h?,e-  Mr'  ^h’s  hfe  occupation  has 
£r  d?<^e  i/amUng  and  .stoch-raising,  in  which  he  has  achieved  a 
fair  degree  of  success.  His  affections  are  centered  entirely  upon  his 

ofnnVf-  S- V,  ^ <"ion  wXdil 

chuXnt  PiLal?  a„T  C ' ds  memhership  in  the  Presbyterian 
of  elder  ? ^ d * ^ SlX  years  has  ^Pied  the  position 
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John  C.  Lowry,  now  one  of  Huntington  township’s  quiet  and  unos- 
tentatious farmers,  hears  a name  which  stands  high  up  on  Ross 
county’s  roll  of  honor  during  the  tremendous  days  of  1801-65.  A 
glance  over  the  roster  of  privates  in  Company  F,  Sixty-third  regi- 
ment Ohio  volunteer  infantry  will  disclose  the  name  of  Lowry  five 
times  repeated.  They  stand  for  five  brothel’s,  sons  of  Washington 
Lowry,  who  enlisted  in  1861  when  the  eldest  was  under  thirty  and 
the  youngest  only  fourteen  years  old.  Few  families  had  so  many 
representatives  at  the  front  in  those  stirring  times,  and  none  can 
boast  a prouder  record  as  the  result  of  their  children’s  achievements 
in  behalf  of  their  country’s  cause.  John  C.  Lowry,  one  of  these  gal- 
lant brothers,  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  September  5,  1836,  and 
the  local  histories  show  that  his  grandfather  was  a member  of  the 
very  vanguard  at  the  first  appearance  of  the  pioneers.  He  grew  up 
in  his  native  city  and  was  given  a good  business  education,  but  his 
life  was  uneventful  until  the  great  civil  war  furnished  him,  as  it 
did  so  many  others,  the  opportunity  to  show  what  metal  he  was  made 
of.  The  Old  Sixty-third  Ohio,  which  Mr.  Lowry  joined  October  23, 
1861,  was  one  of  the  “crack”  organizations  of  the  western  army.  It 
was  formed  by  the  consolidation  of  two  battalions  of  recruits,  the 
Twenty-second  and  Sixty-third,  the  former  being  recruited  at  Chil- 
licothe and  consisting  of  Companies  F,  G,  H,  I and  K.  The  organ- 
ization was  completed  January  23,  1862,  a few  weeks  afterward 
moved  to  Paducah,  Kentucky,  and  from  there  joined  the  army  of 
the  Mississippi  at  Commerce,  Missouri,  under  Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope. 
From  that  on  it  was  a part  of  the  Ohio  brigade,  with  which  it  was 
engaged  in  all  its  subsequent  marches  and  engagements.  Among 
the  prominent  battles  in  which  it  participated  were  those  at  Iuka, 
Corinth,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Marietta,  Resaca,  siege  of  Atlanta, 
besides  skirmishes  and  minor  engagements  innumerable.  The  Sixty- 
third,  as  a special  honor,  was  authorized  by  general  orders  to  inscribe 
upon  its  banners  the  names  of  the  following  battles : Kew  Madrid, 

Island  Ko.  10,  Iuka,  Corinth  (October  4),  Atlanta  and  Savannah. 
At  the  battle  of  Corinth,  above  mentioned,  Mr.  Lowry  was  one  of 
the  only  two  of  the  whole  company  who  escaped  being  killed  or 
wounded.  In  1863  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant 
and  this  was  followed  later  by  a commission  as  first  lieutenant.  At 
the  grand  review  in  Washington,  after  all  was  over  and  the  mighty 
armies  of  the  Union  from  the  Fast  and  West  were  passing  for  the 
last  time  before  their  generals,  Lieutenant  Lowry  had  the  honor  of 
commanding  a platoon  of  men.  July  8,  1865,  he  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  from  the  service  and  hastened  to  his  Ohio  farm 
never  again  to  leave  it  for  any  length  of  time.  Like  the  famous 
Roman  dictator,  Cincinnatus,  he  knew  how  to  lay  down  the  sword 
and  resume  the  plow,  and  since  the  war  he  has  peacefully  cultivated 
his  ninety-five  acres  of  land,  enjoying  the  general  respect  of  his 
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neighbors.  December  2,  1860,  Mr.  Lowry  was  married  to  Mary 
\anscoy  and  they  have  bad  the  following  named  children:  John, 

James,  Washington  D. ; Laura,  wife  of  John  Hoffner,  ami  Lizzie  S., 
wile  of  Thomas  Smith.  Mr.  Lowry  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  has  served  as  clerk  of  the  township  and  belongs 
to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


William  Basil  Lucas,  a well  known  farmer  of  Concord  township, 
traces  his  lineage  to  a very  early  period  in  the  historv  of  Ross  county, 
being  descended  from  the  first  white  child  born  in'  Chillicothe  In 
die  spring  of  1S00  a family  by  the  name  of  Sturgeon  came  from 
-Pennsylvania  to  Ross  county  and  located  on  Kinnickinnick  creek. 
Among  their  children  was  one  named  John,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania .November  1,  and  brought  in  infancy  to  the  Western 

ome  of  his  parents.  When  John  Sturgeon  grew  to  manhood  he 
married  Margaret  McCoy,  whose  name  is  historic  as  the  first  white 
child  born  m the  city  of  Chillicothe.  Her  father  was  among  the  first 

w,«  t!  T “ tbc\infant  '-illa^  and  many  think  that  his 

was  the  first  structure  of  the  kind  that  appeared  there.  After  his 
marriage  John  Sturgeon  settled  down  to  farm  life  and  ever  after- 
Tfisr  b r'8  -!f,S  ^glllar  ^tisiness  until  the  time  of  his  death  in 
drenn  , Ma,I?a«t  (McCoy)  Sturgeon,  he  had  eight  chil- 

dren, one  of  whom  was  named  Phoebe  Ann.  When  the  latter  grew 
o maturity  she  married  Noah  Lucas,  a native  of  Ohio  of  Pennsyl- 
vania parentage,  with  whom  she  settled  on  a farm  in  ILHdand 
county  and  became  the  mother  of  three  children.  John  S.  Lucas 

there  in  lSST^l’eav*8  1-°aretl  Highland  county,  married  and  died 
there  in  1887 , Ieav  ing  two  children.  Margaret  Ann,  the  onl v dau°h- 

tei,  died  in  her  thirteenth  year.  William  B.  Lucas,  youngest  of  The 
family  and  only  survivor,  was  born  in  Highland  county,  Ohio,  May 

t Se  ^th  TohrT  si10"1  °n0  }'T  ‘I1/  "'as  to  Ross  county 

"7lS  ^ bia  ^<aa°flpa rents'  an  ™where 

£7b„rho"?ht  i 

s ^ ~ 

fought  July  9,  1864  between  the  fo  ^M.,  which  was 

and  a pan  of  Earlv’s  annv  rll  Tl™  ^ ?eneral.  W Wallace 
that  of  fanning  Mr  Lucas  hn  ^1S  rf^ar  business  has  been 

public  positions"1 and Calted  °n  ™ 
m which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  T^nd*tl0ri.  for  the  manner 
which  he  was  elected  in  1899  In  187o  f appraiser>  an  to 

AC5*U,  he  Wfls  married  to  Adia, 
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daughter  of  Dr.  Robert  Galbraith,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  came 
to  Ross  county  in  boyhood.  The  wife  died  March  3,  1873,  leaving 
two  children,  only  one  of  whom,  Mattie,  is  living,  and  she  is  the 
wife  of  Absalom  Darby  of  Concord  township.  March  5,  1874,  Mr. 
Lucas  married  Theresa,  daughter  of  John  P.  Junk,  who  died  in  1883, 
her  death  resulting  from  childbirth.  She  left  no  children.  By  a 
third  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  D.,  daughter  of  William  I).  Mallow, 
Mr.  Lucas  had  two  children : Anna  Louise  and  Phoebe  Alice.  The 
family  is  Presbyterian  in  religious  affiliations  and  Mr.  Lucas  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Isaac  Lytel,  a veteran  of  the  civil  war  with  a long  and  honorable 
record,  and  a well  known  farmer  of  Ross  county,  has  a lineage 
traceable  to  a very  early  period  of  Ohio  history.  There  were  but 
few  white  people  in  Ross  county  when  John  and  Elizabeth  Lytel 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Scioto.  They  came  from  old  Virginia, 
where  they  had  been  fanners  in  a small  way,  purchased  some  land 
in  Huntington  township  and  devoted  the  rest  of  their  lives  to  clear- 
ing and  cultivating  the  same.  When  the  wife  died  she  was  ninety 
years  old  and  her  husband  had  reached  the  eightieth  year  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  This  worthy  pioneer  pair  reared  a family  of 
seven  children,  all  long  since  dead,  whose  names  were  Malon,  George, 
Peter,  Samuel,  Jacob,  Barbara  and  Elizabeth.  Malon  Lytel,  the 
head  of  this  list,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1708,  about  the  time  that 
Ross  county  was  officially  organized.  In  youth  he  learned  the 
cooper’s  trade,  which  was  a useful  and  valuable  accomplishment  in 
pioneer  days,  and  this,  together  with  farming,  constituted  his  means 
of  support  throughout  all  of  his  active  life.  About  the  time  he 
reached  legal  age,  he  was  married  to  Nancy  Knight,  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee, then  resident  in  Ross  county.  lie  lived  in  Huntington 
township  until  1854  and,  after  two  years  spent  in  Twin  township, 
removed  to  Pike  county,  Ohio,  where  lie  died  in  1858.  About  one 
year  later  his  widow  settled  in  Paxton  township,  Ross  county,  where 
she  resided  until  the  time  of  her  death  in  1871.  Malon  and  Nancy 
Lytel  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  James,  deceased,  Isaac 

and  Noah;  Sarah,  wife  of  Eli  Sickles,  of  Pike  county,  and  Nancy  J., 
deceased.  Isaac  Lytel  was  born  in  Huntington  township,  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  October  18,  1841.  He  remained  at  home  until  the 
death" of  his  father,  after  which  he  sought  employment  on  neighbor- 
ing farms  and  worked  for  several  years  by  the  month.  In  1802  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  Fifty-fourth  regiment  Ohio  volunteer  infan- 
try, under  Captain  Ilowser,  with  which  he  subsequently  saw  much 
arduous  sendee.  Their  first  experience  was  at  Fort  Donelson, 
whence  they  were  sent  to  Pittsburg  Landing  in  time  to  take  part  in 
that  desperatie  and  bloody  battle.  Afterward  Mr.  Lytel  partici- 
pated with  his  regiment  in  the  following  named  engagements  and 
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campaigns:  \azoo  Flats,  Arkansas  Post,  Jackson,  Black  River, 
siege  of  \ icksburg,  Mission  Ridge,  Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Peachtree  Creek,  siege  of  Atlanta  and  Fort  McCallister.  An  attack 
of  measles  held  him  in  the  hospital  about  four  weeks,  and  receiving 
his  discharge  at  Savannah  in  18G5,  he  returned  home  and  resumed 
farm  work.  In  18G7  Mr.  Lytel  was  married  to  Eliza  Robinson,  a 
native  of  Ross  county,  and  shortly  thereafter  settled  on  a farm  in 
Twin  township.  There  and  in  Paxton  township  the  next  thirteen 
years  were  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits,  after  which  Mr.  Lytel  pur- 
chased the  farm  of  190  acres  in  Huntington  township,  which  has 
since  been.  Ins  place  of  residence.  He  carries  on  general  farming, 
raises  considerable  stock,  and  has  been  successful  in  his  operations. 

■W  memb®r  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  connected 
with  Bournevdle  post,  Ao.  530,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lytel  have  had  seven  children,  of  whom  Sarah  E.,  Minnie 

and  CoraC1  816  ^ livin8  ^ 'T°'ln  W,»  Alicc>  Lucinda 

Phclix  Burns  Mace,  a highly  esteemed  citizen,  now  deceased, 

Bnnbm"yU  ^ti"  to''’nshlP’  Eoss  county,  on  what  is  known  as  the 
Dunlap  farm,  December  13,  1832.  His  father,  Col.  John  Mace, 

XpsTlhe  I rr  ^ 17°5’  aDd  "'aS  3 80,1  °f  Jac0b  Mace-  Tbf’ 

f^lt,  ’ J i 'n  ^at;e,.ei"lFatcd  to  America  with  the  Huguenots 

ki  w the  l“drSe  ed  m Nr0rth1  Carolina-  The  family  were  all 

VirSnk  whelr  eXCTt  Ja,Cf  ’ wh0  csraPed  a»d  "as  taken  to 
\ iremia,  where  he  was  adopted  by  a family  named  Cunningham 

He  came  to  Ohio  with  a party  of  people  and  entered  a lar-e  tract  of 
government  land.  Before  leaving  Virginia  he  had  marS  Bettie 

frifr  t^0wTldsmof°Or  ber  bl,.sband  on  tbe  somewhat  venturesome 
imes  ^ Su  9 ,10’  Vt*  C0"pIe  bad  thrce  children,  whose 

ZZZXL'&tCgSS  it, ‘5?  ■ "S 

of  the  last  pensioners  of  the  war  of  1819  ” S,  P’  'vho  beCT°  °"i 
Samuel  Dunlap,  one  of  the  membei  of  the  fi 7\V ^bter  of 
which  convened  in  Chillicothe  The  r>  1 * J .Sh!te  le^lslature 
housekeeping  on  the  SI  J e°  °"el  and  bis  W«fe  "’ent  to 
these,  Sarah  married  Wilson  Au^^EliJaiA"*  C‘hil1dron'.  ^ 0f 
Win.™  McCaSertv,  and  JohnS.  ..1 
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two  terms.  Colonel  Mace’s  wife  died  in  1826  and  in  1828  he 
married  Margaret  Corbett.  Shortly  afterward,  or  in  1835,  he  bought 
the  Tiffin  property  and  the  house  still  stands  as  one  of  the  oldest 
landmarks  in  the  country.  By  this  second  union  there  were  five 
children,  of  whom  David  C.  and  Sandusky  have  passed  away.  The 
living  children  are  Phelix  Burns;  Rebecca,  who  married  Hiram 
Richard;  and  Scioto,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Jones,  of  Illinois. 
Colonel  Mace  raised  stock  on  an  extensive  scale,  sold  cattle  in  large 
herds  and  shipped  his  grain  by  fiatboat  via  Xew  Orleans.  About 
this  period  he  often  received  premiums  for  the  best  exhibit  at  stock 
shows  which  were  then  held  at  stated  times  in  the  county.  He  died 
in  1858,  his  second  wife  surviving  him  until  1892.  Their  son, 
Phelix  Burns,  was  educated  by  a governess  and  private  tutors. 
While  quite  a young  man  he  studied  painting  under  the  celebrated 
Beard,  of  Cincinnati,  and  developed  talent  of  a high  order  in  that 
line.  In  July,  1856,  he  married  Miss  Betta  Alice,  who  was  a 
descendant  of  colonial  stock.  Her  great-great-grandfather  was  given 
a tract  of  land  embracing  a township  in  Massachusetts,  and  her 
great-grandfather  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Her 
father  came  from  Xew  York  and  was  a superintendent  of  con- 
struction of  the  Ohio  & Erie  canal.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mace  had  seven 
children,  who  turned  out  to  be  a family  of  school  teachers,  all  but 
one  following  that  noble  profession.  Their  names  are  John,  Mar- 
garet, Minnie,  Fannie,  Effie,  Harry  and  Sarah.  The  latter  died 
while  teaching  in  an  Alabama  college.  John  is  at  home  and  the 
others  are  all  teachers.  Mr.  Mace  served  two  terms  as  county 
sheriff,  being  elected  the  first  time  as  a regular  Democrat  on  the 
ticket  of  that  party.  Owing  to  his  prohibition  sentiments,  he  was 
defeated  for  a renomination  but  was  put  on  an  independent  ticket 
and  elected  by  900  plurality.  This  was  claimed  to  be  the  first 
Republican  victory  in  Ross  county.  With  the  exception  of  a very 
short  time,  Mr.  Mace  lived  on  the  home  place.  He  was  a member  of 
the  first  Presbyterian  church  and  an  exemplary  citizen  in  the  best 
sense  of  that  term.  His  death  occurred  December  26,  1891,  in  the 
fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  much  lamented  bv  a large  circle  of 
acquaintances. 

Fred  0.  Mader,  of  the  Palace  Grande  studio,  Chillicothe,  was 
born  in  that  city,  August  29,  1867.  His  parents  were  William  H. 
and  Anna  (Ileinline)  Mader,  natives  of  the  state  of  Baden  in 
Germany.  They  were  children  at  the  period  of  their  emigration  to 
Chillicothe,  in  which  city  they  were  subsequently  married.  The 
father  was  a contractor,  his  work  being  principally  in  the  building 
of  roads,  from  which  he  retired  on  account  of  poor  liealth  and  died 
in  1895;  his  wrife  surviving  until  1897.  They  left  a family  of 
seven  children,  whose  names  and  present  status  appear  below : 
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Barbara,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  Gregory  Hagemian ; William  <T. 
is  a salesman  in  Cincinnati;  Charles  F.  is  a professional  musician 
who  travels;  John  is  mayor  of  Marion,  Ohio;  Jacob  F.  is  a restau- 
rant-keeper at  Bucyms,  Ohio;  Miss  Lulu  D.  is  employed  in  the 
business  of  her  brother,  Fred  C.  Mader,  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  sixth  horn  of  the  family.  lie  was  manned  November 
30,  1808,  to  Jessie  May  Armstrong,  who  was  liorn  in  Chillieothe 
and  is  a daughter  of  Arthur  Armstrong,  a merchant  of  that  city. 
Mr  Mader  learned  the  photographic  art  in  Chillieothe  and  engaged 
m the  business  on  his  own  account  in  1 800.  He  has  the  finest  gallery 
in  the  city  and  is  fully  equipped  for  all  kinds  of  business  in  his  line. 
He  employs  three  assistants  and  enjoys  a large  patronage  from  Cliil- 
licothe  and  contiguous  territory.  His  establishment  is  up-to-date 
in  every  respect,  Mr.  Mader  being  content  with  none  but  the  latest 
and  most  approved  modern  appliances  and  improvements  in  photog- 
raphy. Mr.  Mader  represents  the  fourth  ward  in  the  city  council 
and  is  president  of  that  body.  He  is  a member  of  the  lodge  of  Mod- 

rl!l00rmlt’  al"  I '0  ^'nt!acht  ainS>"g  «o«ety,  and  lielongs  to  the 
. r-  Ll,theran  ehureh,  while  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dic Episcopal,  and  both  are  usually  attendants  at  the  last  mentioned. 

Nelson  C.  Maddux  veteran  of  the  civil  war  and  long  prominent 
in  the  agricultural  affairs  of  Deerfield  township,  is  a descendan 

fcl^  ^ rt,er  °f  Da’idd  and  E^abeth 

Madilux  left  their  native  state  ot  Maryland  during  the  earlier  por- 

L TrC  the  first  to  locate  in 

th!  ■'  l Clarksburg.  Both  lived  to  an  advanced  age  and  in 

B e fullness  of  years  became  tenants  of  the  little  eemeter/uear  the 

Tlevhai  rLX'of?0  Tn"S  °f„SO  n'an-V  i>ioneers  of  the  past. 

Beniamin  Collin-  7 1 ch.' 'j1  re\\r » ” “w  dead,  their  names  being: 
tienjamin,  Collins  Zachanah,  William,  Mitchell  John  Smith 
bamne],  Sarah  ( wife  of  Willing,  v . I . _ r ’ oinitn, 

»r 

grew  to  manhood  in  Ross  county  and  married  Eleanor  Norris  The 

-ere  ’six  children' bTL  uTioi  *5“  ^ There 

John  and  Angeline  (deeld  ll.  n (deceased),  William, 

Benjamin  Ba?es,  of  New  HolLd °'oL  ’ C,  **  °f 

born  near  Clarksburg,  Ohio,  December  18  1888  ,C‘  Mad,lllx  was 

old  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  father  hv-Vu  ,'JheM  ,two  -years 
his  mother  became  an  inmate  of  iho  1 ' l'?1'’ , After  this  event, 

who  assisted  in  rearino-  the  child  rer  at  ^ ^rot,ler  Zachariah, 

* - - ™ 
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regiment  Ohio  infantry.  ,Tliis  command  was  first  sent  to  Kentucky 
and  from  there  to  the  Kanawha  valley  in  West  Virginia  where  the 
“boys”  got  their  first  taste  of  fighting  in  a few  small  skirmishes. 
The  next  move  was  to  Tennessee  and  up  the  Cumberland  river  to 
Carthage,  where  Mr.  Maddux  became  sick  and  had  to  be  taken  to 
the  hospital  at  Gallatin.  He  was  detained  there  three  months,  when 
he  obtained  a furlough  of  thirty  days  which  was  spent  at  home  in 
recuperating  his  strength.  He  joined  his  regiment  at  Chickamauga, 
from  which  point  it  went  with  the  army  to  Atlanta,  participating  in 
all  the  fighting  incidental  to  that  campaign.  Mr.  Maddux  was  one 
of  the  great  force  which  made  the  famous  “march  to  the  sea,”  accom- 
panying Sherman  in  his  advance  through  Georgia  to  Savannah, 
thence  into  South  Carolina  and  finally  to  Raleigh,  N.  C.  From  that 
point  his  route  was  overland  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  thence  to  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  where  he  was  discharged,  and  lastly  up  the  river  to  his 
home.  For  four  years  after  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Maddux 
was  engaged  in  farming.  December  3,  18G8,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Rhoda  Blake,  a native  of  Ross  county  of  English  descent,  since  which 
time,  with  the  exception  of  ten  years  spent  in  Pickaway  county,  he 
has  made  his  home  in  Deerfield  township.  Mr.  Maddux  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock  raising,  has  been  successful  in  his  opera- 
tions and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  his  neighbors.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Maddux  have  had  ten  children,  of  whom  Mary  E.  and  Eula,  the 
eldest  and  youngest,  are  dead.  The  others  in  order  of  birth  are: 
Melissa,  Frances,  John  H.,  Elmer  D.,  George  W.,  Carson  S., 
Jesse  E.  and  Samuel  R. 

Samuel  F.  Maddux  wras  born  in  Roxabell,  Ross  county,  April  27, 
1837.  His  father,  John  Maddux,  was  born  near  Frankfort  in  1813 
and  was  a son  of  David  Maddux,  a native  of  Delaware.  The  latter, 
a direct  descendant  of  one  of  three  brothers  who  emigrated  to  this 
country  about  the  year  1600,  married  a Miss  Lingo  and  came  with 
his  bride  direct  to  Deerfield  township,  Ross  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  followed  that  occupation  until  his  death.  He  had  a 
family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  now”  dead.  His  son  John 
remained  at  home  until  his  marriage  in  1836  to  Susan  Fisher. 
They  went  to  housekeeping  on  a rented  farm  near  Roxabell,  where 
they  remained  twTo  years  and  then  removed  to  what  was  then  known, 
as  the  Fisher  farm,  which  John  Maddux  subsequently  bought.  He 
died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-nine,  leaving  an  estate  heavily  encum- 
bered, which  his  wife  and  only  son,  Samuel  F.,  succeeded  in  freeing 
from  debt  by  much  hard  work  and  good  management.  Mrs.  Mad- 
dux, who  was  a woman  of  great  force  of  character  and  strong  intel- 
lect, passed  away  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  She  had  two 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  the  other  w?as  Samuel  F., 
11-37 
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the  subject  of  this  sketch.  School  advantages  were  poor  in  his 
youth  and  he  received  but  a meager  education.  He  was  only  fifteen 
years  old  when  his  father  died,  leaving  the  place  encumbered  with 
debt,  and  only  the  widow  and  her  boy  to  face  the  discouraging  situ- 
ation. They  grappled  with  it  bravely,  however,  and  he  performed  a 
man  s part,  in  assisting  his  mother.  Together  they  conducted  the 
farm  until  he  was  thirty-seven  years  old,  when,  on  April  16,  1874, 
he  was  married  to  Annie  Porter.  Mr.  Maddux  took  his  bride  to  the 
old  home  place  which,  under  his  industrious  management,  has  been 
greatly  improved  and  is  now  one  of  the  cosiest  and  neatest  places  in 
t e township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maddux  have  six  children : May, 

Grace,  John,  Samuel,  Bonnie  and  Wright;  all  at  home  except  John, 
who  lives  in  Springfield,  Ohio.  Mr.  Maddux  is  a member  of  the 
asome  lodge  at  Frankfort  and  belongs  to  the  chapter  and  com- 
mandery  at  Chillicothe.  His  mother’s  ancestry  is  deserving  of  more 
than  passing  notice.  She  was  a daughter  of  Jacob  Fisher,  who  first 
visited  Boss  county  in  1799  and  later  brought  his  wife  from  Vir- 
ginia, built  a log  cabin  and  settled  in  Ross  county  in  1800  He 
owned  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Concord  township,  served  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  m every  way  was  a fine  sample  of  the  earliest 
and  sturdiest  of  the  pioneers.  He  married  Barbara  Kyle  and  by  her 
had  nme  children  who  became  the  founders  of  some  of  the  stanchest 

S if  T-n®  Sciot,°1val%-  Mrs.  Susan  Maddux  was  the  sixth 
of  these  children  and  bom  in  1810.  She  had  few  equals  and  no 

mint  71 8 A*  l"1  -e’  .mo*  ?er  and  business  woman,  combining  strong 
ental  and  physical  traits  so  characteristic  of  the  oldtime  matrons. 

wb^Ur"lMaln,S,’/,Lynd0n’  01lio’  is  a wortl'.y  representative  of 
The  f^mflv^br  /^  !6  'r°un?or  generation  of  Ross  county  farmers. 
The  family  has  long  been  settled  in  Buckskin  township,  the  original 

From  Tim  bgam0ng  earliCSt  arrivals  in  that  Part  of  Ross  county. 

From  the  beginning  the  men  of  the  family  owned  land  and  spent 

their  lives  in  agricultural  pursuits.  John  W.  Mains,  the  father  of 
Russell  was  a veteran  of  the  civil  war,  having  semed  three  years  as 
a member  of  Company  I,  Eighty-first  Ohio  infantry  T/fore  he 
entered  the  army  and  after  his  retirement  therefrom  until  his  death 
10  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  stockfeedine  in 
which  he  adneved  success  and  prosneritv  TT»  , ^g  1 

E.lHairXiTther  RoE  11°^  ^ ^"EaEd^Ey 

whom  SS  tld  £ 
facturing  company  at  GreeTfieM 
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Irvin,  and  Russell  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  latter  was 
born,  bred  and  educated  in  Buckskin  township.  After  the  usual 
time  spent  in  the  district  schools  he  finished  his  studies  at  the  popu- 
lar academy  in  South  Salem.  In  1892  Mr.  Mains  was  married  to 
Lula  J.,  daughter  of  Crouthers  Templeton,  a native  of  Fayette 
county,  who  later  removed  to  Greenfield,  Ohio,  where  he  now  resides. 
There  is  no  better  farmer  of  his  age  in  Ross  county  than  Russell 
Mains,  who  has  brought  to  bear  on  his  business  intelligent  manage- 
ment and  untiring  industry.  His  specialty  has  been  the  raising  and 
breeding  of  stock,  in  which  pursuit  he  has  achieved  a most  creditable 
success.  Every  year  Mr.  Mains  sends  to  market  at  least  five  or 
six  carloads  of  fat  stock  and  he  is  well  known  to  all  the  dealers  in 
that  line  who  buy  or  sell  in  Ross  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mains  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Greenfield. 

Jesse  B.  Mallow,  an  enterprising  young  farmer  of  Concord  town- 
ship, is  a scion  of  one  of  the  most  numerous  and  longest  settled  of 
Ross  county  families.  His  local  ancestry  includes  a great  and 
great-great  grandfather,  both  of  whom  came  with  their  families  from 
Virginia  in  180G,.and  from  that  time  on  their  descendants  have  been 
closely  identified  with  the  agricultural  development  of  the  county. 
As  a detailed  story  of  the  early  arrivals  and  their  subsequent  for- 
tunes is  given  in  connection  with  another  sketch  in  this  volume,  it 
will  only  be  necessary  here  to  present  a brief  condensation.  The 
patriarchal  progenitor  was  Adam  Mallow,  born  in  Virginia  in  1750 
and  died  in  Ross  county  in  1840.  His  eldest  son,  also  named  Adam, 
reared  a large  family,  included  in  which  was  Simeon.-  The  latter 
was  born  in  1810  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  daughter,  Armilda 
Johnson,  besides  whom  he  had  three  other  children,  named  respec- 
tively Adam  G.,  John  and  Lewis.  Simeon  Mallow  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  farming  operations  and  had  accumulated  about  1,800 
acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Adam  G.  Mallow,  his  eldest 
child,  was  born  in  Concord  township,  Ross  county,  April  6,  1837. 
In  early  manhood  he  married  Eliza  Bush  and  engaged  in  farming 
on  part  of  the  estate  of  his  wife’s  family  which  he  afterward  pur- 
chased. The  first  wife  lived  but  a few  years  and  Mr.  Mallow  mar- 
ried Jennie  Galbraith,  by  whom  he  had  four  children:  Eliza  (wife 

of  Solomon  Darby),  Jessie,  Mattie  (deceased)  and  Edgar,  a physi- 
cian in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Adam  G.  Mallow  was  a man  of  means  and 
influence  in  his  township.  He  held  the  office  of  trustee  for  twenty 
consecutive  years  and  was  once  a candidate  for  county  commissioner. 
He  was  a member  of  the  company  of  Captain  McGinnis  and  rose  to 
the  rank  of  lieutenant.  He  was  a successful  breeder  of  Shorthorn 
cattle  and  took  many  first  prizes  at  the  largest  stock  shows  in  the 
country.  His  death  occurred  August  12,  1889,  and  that  of  his  wife 
June  13,  1887.  Their  second  child,  Jesse  B.  Mallow,  was  born  in 
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Concord  township,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  August  12,  1870.  He  grad- 
uated at  the  Frankfort  high  school  and  spent  two  years  at  the  Ohio 
State  university  in  Columbus,  taking  the  agricultural  course.  In 
1890,  he  was  married  to  Xannie  James,  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Ross  county,  with  whom  he  settled  near  Austin  and 
engaged  in  farming.  He  deals  extensively  in  stock  and  is  one  of  the 
representative  young  men  of  his  township.  Mr.  Mallow  is  a mem- 
ber of  Frankfort  lodge,  Xo.  309,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
of  the  Chillicothe  Commandery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mallow  have  two 
children,  Eula  J.  and  Adam  G.,  and  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  at.  Frankfort. 


John  E.  Mallow,  residing  near  Xew  Holland,  is  a representative 
farmer  of  the  younger  generation  in  Concord  township,  Ross  county. 
His  father,  John  Mallow,  was  a native  of  the  same  community,  and 
spent  his  life  in  the  occupation  of  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  gained  general  commendation 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office.  His 
first  wife  was  Betsey  Porter,  member  of  a family  long  resident  in 
Ross  county.  By  this  union  there  were  eight  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living:  Anson,  of  Chillicothe;  Bell,  wife  of  Mack  Clifton,  of 

Fayette  county,  O. ; Phoebe  Josephine,  wife  of  a Mr.  Smith,  of  Law- 
rence, Kan. ; and  William  L.,  of  Xew  Holland,  Ohio.  Mr.  Mallow 
contracted  his  second  marriage  with  Maggie  McKenzie,  by  whom  he 
has  an  only  son,  John  E.  Mallow.  The  latter  was  born  in  Concord 
township,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  September  11,  1873.  Besides  the 
usual  attendance  at  the  district  schools,  Mr.  Mallow  spent  three  years 
m the  high  school  at  Xew  Holland,  and  is  an  unusually  well  informed 
young  man.  As  soon  as  he  reached  manhood,  he  engaged  in  the 
business  which  he  purposed  to  follow  throughout  life,  that  of  fann- 
ing and  stock-raising,  in  which  he  has  met  with  a fair  measure  of 
success.  October  3,  1893,  he  was  married  to  Ida  Bryant,  daughter 
of  Gideon  Bryant,  who  has  long  been  a resident  of  Deerfield  town- 
ship.  Ihe  fruits  of  this  marriage  are  two  children,  John  Ray  and 
Phoebe  Josephine. 

pice  Mallow  deceased,  lately  one  of  the  well  known 
farmeis  of  Concord  township,  came  of  pioneer  ancestry  dating  from 
a very  early  period  of  Ross  county’s  historv.  The  first  of  thisimZ 
known  in  the  county  were  two  Adam  Mallows,  father  and  son  who 

The^eldter  Ad""  ^iV68  mid  ™ade  a settlement  as  far  back  as  1806. 
The  elder  Adam  Mallow  was  horn  in  Pendleton  county,  W Va  of 

German  parentage  about  the  year  1750.  During  tlm  French 'and 
Indian  war,  when  he  was  six  years  old,  the  Indians  made  an  incur 
smn  into  Pendleton  county,  killed  sixteen  hovs  of  the  nXhtorWd 
and  retreated  with  Adam  Mallow  and  his  mother  as  prisoners  Xy 
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were  kept  bj  the  savages  until  their  subsequent  wanderings  brought 
them  to  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans,  when  the  mother  was  disposed 
of  to  the  French  but  the  boy  retained.  Afterward  the  mother  man- 
aged to  effect  her  escape  and  make  her  way  back  to  the  home  in  Vir- 
ginia, but  little  Adam  was  kept  by  the  Indians  for  six  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  an  exchange  of  prisoners  was  effected  at 
Philadelphia,  and  among  those  surrendered  by  the  Indians  was  Adam 
Mallow.  When  released  he  had  forgotten  not  only  his  language 
but  his  name,  having  been  completely  Indianized  by  his  long  resi- 
dence among  the  inhabitants  of  the  wilderness.  It  so  happened  that 
when  the  boy  was  turned  over  to  the  whites,  one  of  his  father's  neigh-* 
bors  was  present  and  recognized  the  lad  by  certain  scars  upon  his 
hand  and  head.  The  neighbor  mentioned  had  gone  to  Philadelphia 
in  search  of  his  own  son  who  was  also  a prisoner,  and  the  father  of 
young  Mallow,  knowing  of  his  neighbor's  inteuded  visit,  described 
the  scars  by  which  his  son  could  be  recognized  and  asked  his  neigh- 
bor to  find  his  boy  if  possible.  As  a result  the  boy  was  found  and 
this  being  reported  to  the  parents,  the  father  came  and  reclaimed  his 
offspring  who  was  taken  back  to  his  home  in  Pendleton  county.  He 
grew  to  manhood  and  fought  with  the  Virginia  troops  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  he  became  a farmer 
in  his  native  country  and  eventually  married  Sarah  Bush,  member  of 
an  old  Virginia  family,  by  whom  he  had  four  children  that  reached 
maturity.  The  eldest  was  named  after  the  father  and  known  in  the 
family  as  Adam  Mallow,  Jr.  He  was  born  in  Pendleton  county, 
W.  Va.,  in  1778,  grew  to  manhood  there  and  manned  Phoebe  Dice. 
In  1806,  the  elder  and  junior  Adam  Mallow,  accompanied  by  their 
families,  made  the  then  tedious  and  somewhat  perilous  journey 
across  the  mountains  and  rivers  to  Ross  county.  Of  the  three 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  younger  Adam,  Eve  married  William  Dice 
and  remained  in  Virginia.  Another  sister,  whose  name  is  not 
recorded,  married  a Mr.  Kerr  after  arriving  in  Ross  county.  Henry, 
the  other  brother,  came  with  the  family  to  Ross  county,  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  married  Sarah  Popejoy  and  reared  six 
children  to  maturity.  Eve,  the  eldest,  married  Jacob  Bush;  Nancy 
became  the  wife  of  William  Bush;  and  Sarah  married  Archibald 
Pancake.  The  three  sons  were  William,  Adam  and  Owen,  the  two 
last  mentioned  being  the  only  surviving  members  of  the  family. 
Both  arc  residents  of  Ross  county,  Adam  in  Concord  township  and 
Owen  at  Bourneville.  The  elder  Adam  Mallow  lived  until  1840, 
his  wife  dying  a few  years  later  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven  years. 
Adam  Mallow,  Jr.,  bought  land  in  Ross  county  and  was  eligagcd  in 
cultivating  the  same  at  the  time  of  the  war  of  1812,  in  which  he 
served  with  credit  as  a soldier  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  major.  After 
being  discharged,  he  resumed  his  old  occupation  on  the  farm  and 
continued  in  this  peaceful  vocation  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
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August  11,  1834,  just  a week  subsequent  to  that  of  his  wife.  They 
had  a family  of  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  whose  names  are  given 
below  in  order  of  birth:  John,  deceased;  Rebecca,  married  Solo- 

mon Bush,  and  died  subsequently;  Catherine  became  the  wife  of 
Charles  Briggs,  but  she  and  also  Simeon  and  Jesse  are  now  dead; 
Sarah,  who*  married  David  Coyner,  now  lives  in  Concord  township ; 
Delilah  married  John  Shobe  (deceased)  and  Gilead  died  in  infancy. 
William  Dice  Mallow,  youngest  of  the  children,  was  born  in  Con- 
cord township,  Boss  county,  Ohio,  December  24,  1828.  Being 
reared  on  a farm  and  taught  from  boyhood  the  details  of  that  kind 
of  work,  he  adopted  the  same  pursuit  on  arrival  at  maturity  and 
continued  in  that  business  all  his  life.  In  1863,  Mr.  Mallow  was 
elected  to  the  ministry  of  the  Dunkard  church  and  devoted  himself 
to  the  work  until  1896,  when  he  was  compelled  by  sickness  to  retire 
from  regular  duties  in  that  line  though  he  continued  to  fill  appoint- 
ments occasionally.  August  16,  1852,  Mr.  Mallow  was  married  to 
barah  J.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Mallory)  Rodgers,  of 
Fayette  county,  Ohio.  She  died  February  6,  1875,  after  becoming 
the  mother  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  Cordelia  is 
the  wife  of  Jonathan  Inons,  of  Fayette  county ; Mary  married  Will- 
iam B.  Lucas,  of  Concord  township;  Wilmina  is  at  home;  and  Bart- 
ley R.  resides  m Frankfort,  Ohio.  On  December  31,  1901,  Mr. 
Mallow  received  a slight  stroke  of  paralysis,  but  no  serious  results 
followed  and  he  did  not  even  take  to  his  lied.  His  health  continued 
to  fail,  however,  and  in  the  early  part  of  March  he  took  to  his  bed. 

few  days  latej,  on  March  12,  he  received  a second  paralytic  stroke 
which  resulted  fatally  his  death  occurring  on  March  18,  1902.  He 
was  buried  m the  Mallow  cemetery  in  Concord  township. 

Robert  W.  Manly  bom  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  June  19  1873 

f896  L H 1 r SCh001  °f  the  Universit?  of  Michigan  in 
1896.  He  entered  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  ChilHcothe 

John'  c" Entrelci n pi  In  1900  ,le  entered  into  partnership  with 
John  C.  Entrekin,  which  partnership  still  continues.  1 

W 1.  (Hallitt) 

William  was  the  son  of  Jamos  Tt  nr q n /£r  t V"’  wni°- 

e t8«  ,r  "ini™ 

h,  « ”.Vp  5L T.  7l„Tr  nr  “’'ll"' 

Forty-second  Ohio  t , T" T7  °f 
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been  a farmer  and  owns  350  acres  of  land.  He  has  been  trustee  of 
his  township  and  member  of  the  board  of  education.  His  wife  died 
December  13,  1900,  leaving  four  children.  William  Marsh’s  only 
brother  served  in  the  Twenty-second  Ohio  volunteers  and  died  soon 
after  the  war.  Dr.  H.  H.  Marsh  grew  up  on  his  father’s  farm  and 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Ross  county.  He  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  J.  T.  Wills,  of  Mooresville,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Ohio  Medical  university  on  March  17,  1896.  He  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  home  and  has  already  built  up 
a good  patronage.  Dr.  Marsh  is  a member  of  the  Ross  County  Med- 
ical association  and  of  the  alumni  association  of  his  college,  and  the 
order  of  Red  Men,  of  Cliillicothe. 

Edgar  J.  Martin,  M.  D.,  a popular  young  physician  of  Greenfield, 
Ohio,  comes  of  a family  which  for  four  generations  has  had  repre- 
sentatives in  the  medical  profession.  His  father,  grandfather  and 
great-grandfather  were  all  doctors  of  eminence.  The  first  men- 
tioned, the  late  Dr.  A.  J.  Martin,  was  for  years  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  Wilmington,  Ohio.  He  was  educated  at  Norwalk  and 
was  graduated  as  M.  D.  at  the  Cleveland  Medical  college  in  1859. 
He  located  without  delay  in  Wilmington,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
one  year  while  he  was  with  the  Seventy-ninth  Ohio  regiment  during 
the  civil  war,  he  was  in  continuous  practice  until  his  death  in  1898. 
His  son,  E.  J.  Martin,  inherited  the  family  predilection  for  medi- 
cine and  lost  no  time  in  preparing  himself  for  +h*  profession.  He 
was  bora  in  Clinton  county  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Wilmington.  With  this  literary  equipment  he  entered  the  Medical 
college  of  Ohio  and  by  diligent  attendance  and  close  study  received 
his  diploma  as  M.  D.  in  1889.  Immediately  after  graduation,  Dr. 
Martin  located  in  Cincinnati,  where  he  practiced  five  years,  during 
most  of  that  time  being  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
Southwestern  railroad  company.  In  1S94,  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  Greenfield  where  he  has  since  remained  with  a widening  patronage 
and  increasing  prospects  of  success. 

William  H.  Martin,  M.  D.,  of  Chillicothe,  was  born  in  Pickaway 
county,  Ohio,  on  a farm  near  Yellowbud,  August  25,  1871.  His 
parents  were  Ilenry  and  Isadore  (Harper)  Martin.  Henry  Martin 
is  a native  of  New  Jersey,  who  came  to  Athens  county,  Ohio,  in 
early  youth,  and  married  there  in  1809.  His  occupation  throughout 
life  has  been  farming  and  dairying.  lie  has  been  successful  in  life, 
as  the  result  of  his  own  energy  and  perseverance,  and  now  resides  on 
his  farm  just  outside  the  corporation  of  Athens.  His  wife  was  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  R.  C.  Harper,  a pioneer  preacher  of  the  Methodist 
church  whose  record  is  not  surpassed  by  that  of  any  itinerant  min- 
ister. The  following  facts,  gleaned  from  the  Northwestern  Chris- 
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tian  Advocate  of  1897,  will  give  some  conception  of  the  vastness  of 
the  work  done  bj  this  truly  remarkable  man.  He  was  born  Septem- 
ber 16,  1824,  on  Wolf’s  Plains,  near  Athens,  Ohio  ; joined  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  on  probation  in  1831,  was  received  into  full 
membership  September  2,  1839,  licensed  to  exhort  September  16, 
1852;  ordained  an  elder  September  11,  1854;  engaged  in  active 
ministerial  work  the  same  year,  and  continued  until  his  fatal  sickness 
m 1900.  At  the  suggestion  of  his  mother,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harper  in 
1837  adopted  the  practice  of  reading  four  chapters  of  the  bible  every 
day.  He  did  this  for  six  years,  thus  encompassing  8,760  chapters 
m that  time.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  increased  his  task  to 
seven  chapters  daily  and  so  continued  adding  on  from  year  to  year 
until  he  had  reached  sixteen  chapters  for  each  day  of  the  year.  A 
simple  calculation  will  show  that  at  the  rate  mentioned,  Mr.  Harper 
during  his  lifetime  read  171,550  chapters,  which  is  equivalent  to 
going  through  the  bible  144  times.  This,  of  itself,  was  a gigantic 
task,  and  when  added  to  Ins  other  work,  the  life’s  labors  of  this  indus- 
trious  man  seem  colossal.  He  received  on  probation  in  the  church 
/ baptized  2,838  and  preached  2,217  funeral  sermons. 

of  11  ST  6 ’ }tpreached  8’839  times>  ™<ddng  a grand  total 

sermons,  and  he  traveled  an  average  of  43  miles  per  week 
i 42  years,  which  foots  up  a grand  total  of  93,932  miles  It  is 
safe  to  say  this  record  can  not  be.  excelled  in  the  whole  experience  of 

Sl  hisnreSo^nlStlT  “Jr01™  °r  any  °ther  State‘  Notwithstanding 
farm  L ?arper  f°'md  ti,ne  to  attend  to  all  his 

record  of  Mr  A U?\he  kept  up  throughout  all  his  life.  The 
ZT  * fi  IIarpr.s  bns?  hfe>  sketched  above,  does  not  include 

Iddil  1 tr  bef01'e  !“is  deatb-  a"d  if  ‘he  result  of  those  were 
added  to  the  ones  previously  estimated,  it  is  safe  to  say  the  fi™ 

be  C°nslderabh'  Thousands  of  peopl  in  g 


c7t^ 

teacher  Dr  Martin  i , 7 .at  ,10me?  Eleanor  M.  being  a 

county  andfoi a ^shor  ttTme  wa  "i  ^ scllools  Athens 

He  higan  the  sh’dv  0f SiHH  % T 
in  Columbus,  from'  which  he  was  gradated  inlSoT  ^ 
he  practiced  at  Pomeroy  in  Mei£=  “ . , J<-  For  two  years 

Chillicothe  in  1899.  Already  hc  w £.  iihT'  fr°m  there  to 
practice  and  is  rapidlv  forging  to  the  f g°°d  general 

M.  T.  Hope,  . 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


585 


Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Meigs  County  Medical  society  and  the 
fraternity  known  as  the  Knights  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order.  He 
is  examiner  for  several  insurance  companies  and  fraternal  associa- 
tions, and  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Disciples  church. 
In  politics  he  is  Democratic.  He  is  a member  of  the  Chillicothe 
city  council  and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  claims  and  accounts, 
and  chairman  of  the  board  of  health  committee. 

Paul  Marzluff,  who  died  at  Chillicothe  in  the  summer  of  1901, 
generally  lamented  as  one  of  the  most  esteemed  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity, had  an  adventurous  career  finally  crowned  with  financial 
success.  He  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  June  29,  1826,  and  nine 
years  later  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents,  Xavier 
and  Theressa  M.  Marzluff.  They  located  in  Chillicothe  in  1836, 
where  the  father  was  employed  as  a contractor  until  his  death  by 
accidental  drowning  in  the  canal.  The  mother  lived  to  advanced 
age,  spending  the  close  of  her  life  with  her  son  Paul.  The  latter 
had  a hard  struggle  in  youth  on  account  of  poverty,  being  compelled 
to  do  much  hard  labor  of  different  kinds  for  very  slender  compensa- 
tion. Long  afterward,  when  surrounded  by  affluence,  he  used  to  tell 
how  he  husked  corn  all  day  and  received  in  payment  one  bushel, 
which  was  worth  twelve  cents  in  the  market.  Beginning  in  1844  he 
devoted  three  years  to  learning  the  molder’s  trade,  at  which  he 
worked  considerably  in  subsequent  years,  but  he  was  destined  to  bet- 
ter fortune  than  depending  for  a living  on  day  wages.  In  the  spring 
of  1846,  he  located  at  Cincinnati,  where  he  procured  work  as  a 
molder,  and  there  he  also  found  a wife  in  the  person  of  Mary  Anna 
Beinlein,  to  whom  he  was  married  October  24,  184S.  This  lady  was 
a native  of  Bavaria  and  came  from  there  in  1832  with  her  parents, 
who  settled  in  Cincinnati,  where  the  father  pursued  the  business  of 
contracting  and  building.  A year  or  two  after  marriage,  Mr.  Marz- 
luff’s  health  began  to  fail  and  in  hopes  of  benefiting  the  same  as  well 
as  his  somewhat  depleted  exchequer,  he  determined  to  join  the  hosts 
then  settling  in  from  all  directions  for  the  golden  shores  of  Califor- 
nia. Paul  Marzluff  attached  himself  to  an  expedition  which  started 
April  15,  1852,  for  the  distant  goal  by  the  overland  route,  at  that 
time  not  only  long  and  tedious  but  dangerous.  It  took  his  party 
six  months  to  complete  this  journey  over  the  dreary  alkaline  plains, 
beset  by  savages  and  wild  beasts  and  the  still  worse  enemies,  hunger 
and  thirst.  They  reached  California  in  the  middle  of  one  of  its 
coldest  winters,  when  the  snow  was  waist  deep  on  the  mountain  sides, 
and  were  at  times  reduced  to  the  verge  of  starvation.  Mr.  Marzluff 
liked  to  talk  of  those  times,  and  used  to  recall  the  altitudinous  prices 
of  provisions  due  to  scarcity  on  one  hand  and  the  desperate  pressure 
for  eatables  by  the  hungry  hordes  then  surging  toward  the  gold 
fields.  Tobacco  was  held  at  $12  a pound  and  the  same  amount  was 
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demanded  for  salt;  black  beans  brought  $1  a pound,  flour  85  cents, 
and  every  other  necessary  was  in  proportion,  as  the  demand  was 
far  in  excess  of  the  supply.  Paul  Marzluff,  with  the  foresight 
characteristic  of  his  people  and  the  prudence  which  never  seems  to 
desert  them,  had  brought  with  him  a good  supply  of  money,  the 
results  of  his  close  saving,  and  this  proved  a “friend  in  need.”  With 
is  small  capital,  he  took  advantage  of  the  many  opportunities  for 
investment  or  speculation  and  in  a year  or  two  had  added  $7,000 
in  good  California  gold  to  liis  previous  possessions.  With  this  he 
set  sail  in  1855,  and  after  the  usual  tiresome  trip  around  Cape  Horn 
December  of  the  same  year  at  his  home  in  Cincinnati, 
in  1856  he  returned  to  Chillitothe  and  purchasing  propertv  jointly 
with  John  Kaiser,  opened  a restaurant  and  cafe.  This  business  he 
discontinued  in  1863,  when  he  purchased  200  acres  of  land  over- 
ooking  the  city,  which  he  converted  into  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
places  m the  county  and  there  made  his  permanent  home.  In  1865, 

iir  ed  th?  Srz  "Hrh  he  was  conducting  at  the  time  of  his 
strhuesf 1 2,8’  19?L  He  "'as  universally  regarded  as  a man  of 
under  fl  and  uprightness  of  character,  tested  and  proved 

who  6 d i try|nS  circumstances  of  a long  and  eventful  life.  One 
who  had  known  him  ong  and  well  thus  spoke  of  him  the  dav  after 
h,s  largely  attended  funeral:  “There  was  never  a more  honoraWe 

man  m Chillicothe  than  old  Paul  Marzluff;  warm  in  his  friendships 
an  charitable  in  Ins  deeds,  his  loss  will  be  one  of  deep  rem-et  to  those 

Tail0  A 0ThomasaV  t”  ““  child™>  cLffttT  SS 

The  survivors  are  Francis  D Md^nhn^R*1*  trfir  a'™7' 

uttey,  o bt  Louis.  Mr.  Marzluff  was  a member  of  the  Roman 

an  except  b„  J,  ' "‘"'S'  S,nce  his  ^ath  his  widow,  who  is 

estate  WOman’  has  had  the  management  of  the  large 

country  in  1836  and  married  in  Chilli'enih^1111 tw"  ,from  t,le  old 
the  milling  trade  in  that  citv  for  t The  fat,ler  "'orked  at 

ment  until  his  death  in  December  1870  h;=\  * lle  lived  in  retire- 

about  1891.  The  children  of  thiL  (!  S "dl>  surviving  him  until 
ber.  Of  these  John  £u  ,!  a wm^7  C°Uple  Were  eight  ia  num- 

Ferdinand  and  Loui’s,  of  ^ChUlicTtL'8^^  h^eadf  ^ 0thers 
Tex. ; Marv  wife  of  Charles  n.l  l r Stephen,  living  at  Dallas, 

. » harles  Dunlap,  of ■ Anderson  vi  lie,  and  Richard 
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B.  Marzluff.  The  latter  was  brought  up  partly  in  Chillicothe  and 
partly  on  the  farm,  during  which  time  he  went  through  the  usual 
school  routine.  Upon  reaching  maturity  he  engaged  in  fanning, 
which  occupation  he  followed  until  1802.  In  that  year  he  located 
at  Kingston  and  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  tile,  a business 
which  under  his  good  management  has  proved  remunerative  and 
entirely  satisfactory.  He  still  retains  his  interest  in  farming,  though 
somewhat  subordinated  to  his  manufacturing  enterprise.  Like  his 
father,  Mr.  Marzluff  is  Democratic  in  his  political  views  though 
conservative  in  their  expression.  He  has  neither  time  nor  inclina- 
tion to  seek  office,  but  held  the  position  of  city  councilman  for  six 
years,  and  could  always  be  depended  upon  to  favor  progressive  meas- 
ures of  all  kinds  and  the  city’s  best  interests.  In  1879,  he  •was 
married  to  Emma  Cruther,  a native  of  Ross  county,  who  became  the 
mother  of  six  children  and  died  July  3,  1894.  Two  of  the  children, 
Ferdinand  and  Lizzie,  are  dead ; the  others  in  order  of  birth,  are 
Claud,  Grace,  Lawrence  and  Emma.  On  October  17,  1895,  Mr. 
Marzluff  was  married  to  Mrs.  Jennie  Rose,  widow  of  Ferdinand 
Rose,  late  of  Kingston.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Ilosselton, 
a former  resident  of  Hocking  county,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren, Burton  Ferdinand  Rose  and  Blanche  Miller  Rose.  The  fam- 
ily attend  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Nathaniel  Massie,  the  leading  pioneer  of  the  Virginians  in  the 
settlement  of  Ohio,  was  born  in  Goochland  county,  Va.,  December 
28,  1763.  His  father  was  a highly  respected  planter  of  that  state, 
whose  ancestors  came  originally  from  England.  Young  Massie 
received  a good  education,  entered  the  Revolutionary  army  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  went  to  Kentucky, 
carrying  with  him  valuable  letters  of  introduction  fo  many  of  its 
leading  citizens.  During  the  next  few  years  he  followed  his  pro- 
fession of  surveyor  and  land  locator,  and  seems  to  have  built  up  a 
fine  reputation  for  skill  in  his  calling  as  well  as  for  courage  and 
honesty.  In  1788  he  made  his  first  journey  into  the  Virginia  Mili- 
tary District  of  Ohio,  which  was  the  land  lying  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio  and  between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  rivers,  and 
which  had  been  reserved  by  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  paying  her 
soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  When  she  ceded  her  territory 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  the  United  States,  Virginia  gave  to 
each  of  her  soldiers  a warrant  for  as  much  of  this  land  as  his  services 
entitled  him  to  receive.  The  holders  of  these  warrants  would  then 
employ  a surveyor  to  select  a tract  of  land  and  survey  it  for  them. 
The  surveys  were  then  entered  at  the  land  office  in  Richmond,  and 
thereupon  a patent  or  deed  for  the  land  included  in  such  survey  was 
issued  by  the  United  States  to  the  owner  of  the  warrants.  Nathaniel 
Massie  was  a surveyor  duly  authorized  to  make  such  entries  and 
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Burveys,  and  it  was  for  this  purpose  that  he  first  entered  Ohio,  which 
at  that  time  was  an  unbroken  wilderness  inhabited  only  by  hostile 
Indians.  During  the  winter  of  1790  he  organized  a colony  of  thirty 
famihes  and  made  a settlement  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Ohio  river 
at  the  place  where  Manchester  now  stands,  which  was  the  first  settle- 
ment within  the  Virginia  Military  District  and  the  fourth  within 
the  bounds  of  Ohio.  He  continued  making  surveys  until  1794,  pen- 
etrating far  up  the  rich  and  beautiful  Scioto  valley.  These  explora- 
tions  and  surveys  were  made  “in  the  midst  of  the  most  appalling 

ieaTlTnrd  h"ng  ° "f,1795’  nnd  be  ™d  his  party  suffered 

vdlfmo"’18  ?'•  «aTmt  °-  ‘l’6  depth  0f  the  sno"'  ^d  scarcity  of 
of  fhat  venr  \f  eUt,rpl"V  dpPCndpd  for  food.  In  the  spring 

(1  ' • t - lassie  put  into  operation  a long  cherished  plan. 

ar5°d*V  °f  men>  he  went  «P  **  S«oto  valley  for  the  pur- 
pose of  founding  a town  near  the  mouth  of  Paint  creek  They  had 

S:y“letr  thCt-  "’mi  thC  Lldians’  ***  victortus  in  bith 
Z2^lI?iie,Pi!"tT,“d  returned  to  Manchester  for 

organized  by  Mr  M ^i  °f  Jdarc,1>  f^96*  another  party  was 

„amzecl  by  Mi  Massie,  and  on  the  first  day  of  April  he  encamned 

“bkh  cfi"kot^.  Sa 

£ “irr  fa; 

Jffs 

the  Territorial  governor  Gen . Art?“°St  nfir  ,°f 

preferred  charges  to  President  Tefferse™  \ • ! ,’  aSamst  whom  he 

removal  of  St."  Clair  from  the  i-.ffi  > which  ultimately  led  to  the 

of  the  convention  which  framed  the  fiMaSSle  was  elected  a member 
was  largely  instrumental  t , fil'St  eonstltlltion  of  Ohio,  and 

He  was  also  clec  « T ”cna  of  ' d « f0"?  Dpni0pratip  tendency, 
blies.  In  1804  and  in ISOS Mr  v.f  80001,(1  ffCnpral  assem- 

dential  electors  selected  in  Ohio  votf8*6  #VaS  t ^ °f  tlle  tllree  presi' 
respectively.  In  1807  he  wns  ’ nf-  /or  dedcrs°n  and  Madison 
defeated  by  Retun,  Jonathan  Me?  for  governor,  but  was 

on  the  ground  “that  Meigs*  had  nof  W 0 P.c.t,on  iIass!e  contested 
four  years  next  precedin'*-  the  ele  ” a resident  of  this  State  for 
tion;”  and  the  Jeimtal  as^mbt  n°"’  “♦  ^ the  — stitu- 

Meigs  was  not  eligible.  Massie  did  imt^l  ™nv™ti0"  decided  that 

^rS^Tor  manv"years  that  wTs  n^oTthl 

Ohio  militia ; and  the  last 
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of  500  men  for  the  relief  of  General  Harrison  and  his  army  at  Fort 
Meigs  in  the  spring  of  1813.  General  Massie  accumulated  a large 
landed  estate  and  engaged  in  many  manufacturing  enterprises  for 
the  good  of  the  community.  During  the  later  years  of  his  life  he 
resided  on  his  farm  at  the  falls  of  Paint  creek,  near  Bainbridge,  in 
Ross  county.  .In  1800  he  married  Susan  Meade,  a daughter  of  Col. 
David  Meade,  of  Kentucky,  whose  magnificent  estate, — “Cliau- 
miere,”  near  Lexington — was  famous  through  the  Southwest  for  its 
social  splendor  and  hospitality.  General  Massie  died  November  3, 
1813,  leaving,  besides  his  widow,  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  In 
June_,  1870,  the  remains  of  General  Massie  and  his  wife  were 
removed  from  the  old  family  burial-ground  to  the  cemetery  at  Chil- 
licothe,  where  they  now  rest  under  a handsome  granite  monument 
erected  by  his  descendants,  and  which  overlooks  for  miles  the  beauti- 
ful valley  into  which  he  first  brought  civilization. 

• Henry  Massie,  the  youngest  child  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Massie,  was 
bom  July  11,  1811,  and  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  his  father 
died.  He  was  mainly  reared  by  his  maternal  grandfather,  Col. 
David  Meade,  of  Kentucky.  He  graduated  at  Transylvania  univer- 
sity, at  Lexington,  Ky.,  in  1828,  returned  to  Chillicothe,  studied  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  early  death  of  his  father,  and 
bad  management  of  those  having  charge  of  his  large  landed  estate, 
had  led  to  almost  hopeless  confusion  in  his  affairs,  to  the  disentangle- 
ment of  which  young  Massie  studiously  devoted  himself  for  many 
years,  recovering  much  property  for  himself  and  brothers  and  sisters, 
at  the  same  time  acquiring  a knowledge  of  the  land  laws  in  force  in 
the  Virginia  Military  District,  which  made  him  the  best  real-estate 
lawyer  in  all  this  region.  He  also  enjoyed  an  excellent  general 
practice,  being  for  many  years  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  bar  in  south- 
ern Ohio.  During  the  last  years  of  his  life  he  gave  most  of  his  time 
to  the  management  of  the  Chillicothe  bank,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  March  10,  1862,  at 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  whither  he  had  gone  in  search  of  health.  He  mar- 
ried Susan  Burton  Thompson,  daughter  of  John  B.  Thompson,  of 
Harrodsburg,  Ky.,  and  by  this  marriage  there  was  one  child,  David 
Meade  Massie. 

David  Meade  Massie  was  born  at  Chillicothe,  February  26,  1859, 
was  graduated  at  Princeton,  N.  J.,  in  1880,  and  at  the  Cincinnati 
Law  school  in  1882,  and  in  the  same  year  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Ohio.  During  the  next  two  years  he  traveled  extensively,  both  in 
this  country  and  abroad.  In  1883,  according  to  the  example  set 
him  by  his  father  and  grandfather,  he  went  to  Kentucky  for  a wife, 
marrying  on  November  6th  of  that  year,  Juliet  S.,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  Maj.  Thomas  A.  Matthews,  of  Covington.  Mrs. 
Massie’s  eldest  brother,  Claude  Matthews,  was  governor  of  Indiana 
in  1892-1896.  In  1884  he  located  permanently  at  Chillicothe  and 
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began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1887  he  was  nominated  as 
the  Republican  candidate  for  state  senator  from  Ross  and  Highland 
counties,  and  elected  over  the  Hon.  Lawrence  T.  Neal,  after  a most 
vigorous  and  exciting  campaign ; and  in  1889  he  was  re-elected,  prac- 
tically without  opposition.  While  in  the  senate  Mr.  Massie  was  the 
author  of  several  important  laws,  among  which  may  be  noted  the  law 
regulating  the  contest  of  the  election  of  presidential  electors,  and 
the  law  prescribing  the  fees  charged  in  this  state  for  articles  of 
incorporation.  The  latter  measure,  commonly  called  the  “Massie 
law,  has  added  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  revenues  of 
the  state.  While  in  the  senate  Mr.  Massie  also  acted  as  chairman 
o±  the  joint  committee  on  taxation,  which  introduced  many  new 
ideas  on  that  subject,  notably  the  taxation  of  collateral  inheritances, 
and  the  Massachusetts  system  of  taxing  certain  corporations,  both 
M oAc/fi  h?Ve  smce  come  laws.  Most  of  the  tax  reform  ideas  now 
, , ^ ein.^  ur&e(?  Jn  Ohio  by  the  Republicans  as  party  measures 
a<*v°eated  by  Mr.  Massie  in  his  report  on  the  subject  of 
taxation  to  the  Sixtv-eighth  general  assembly  in  1889.  In  1888  Mr. 
Massie  was  appointed  by  Governor  Foraker  a trustee  of  the  Ohio 
Gov^rnnr^rt^’l111  'Vas  ^-appointed  to  the  same  position  by 

Nalh  Mr  A? * 6yJ  “1901  Was  ^-appointed  by  Governor 
Nash  Mr.  Massie  has  served  as  a member  of  the  Republican  state 

veSnVatTTttC0’  TV"  ^ a deleSate  t0  national  con- 
vention at  St.  Louis  which  nominated  McKinley  for  president  He 

iSTny  i’TS  bT  a direc,or  of  the  First  National  bank  of 
Chillicothe,  and  also  a director  in  several  other  business  corporations 
and  is  largely  interested  in  agriculture  and  real  estate. 

Frank  Grant  Mattox,  the  popular  justice  of  the  peace  for  Scioto 

expSc’eTs  kwverT  7 <Thi’1!c°t1h<:’  llaS  had  a varied  business 
position"  Ilis  father  \K  i \ ,nCnmb<>nt  «f  various  official 

EX:.  "■«"  f o-»«. 

^ing  through  the  city  schools  was  aradua  ed'at  Wiii  K a"d  n 
He  assisted  his  father  for  a while  fn  l’  l.  ! W colleSe- 

considerably  in  the  elementary  text  books  of  th/l  ^ 3 read 
entered  the  Cincinnati  Law  college  2,  ^ P™fession  and 

the  class  of  1872.  Immediately  there  rt  'Vas  ^adnated  with 
field,  practiced  law  a short  time' and  accepted  7 ref.1''.'ned.  to  S,n'il,ar' 
““  depart..™,  ,b.  «„tt  u*<5»“^n  •>»£"£ 
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was  appointed  superintendent  of  weights  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary, 
held  that  place  two  years  and  then  accepted  employment  in  the 
county  auditor’s  office  at  Cincinnati,  which,  however,  was  soon  aban- 
doned for  the  position  of  auditor  of  the  carriers’  department  in  the 
Cincinnati  postoffice.  After  occupying  this  office  for  two  years,  Mr. 
Mattox  was  appointed  resident  clerk  of  the  United  States  court  at 
Columbus,  being  the  first  to  fill  the  position  in  that  city.  The 
duties  of  this  office,  which  occupied  his  time  over  three  years,  proved 
exacting,  and  the  overwork  resulted  in  a stroke  of  paralysis  which 
rendered  him  helpless  for  more  than  a year  and  necessitated  his 
resignation.  As  soon  as  his  strength  was  sufficiently  restored,  he 
came  to  Chillicothe  and  was  employed  for  ten  years  as  a writer  on 
the  Daily  News.  He  also  worked  for  short  periods  of  time  on  the 
Gazette,  the  Daily  Appeal  and  the  Advertiser,  and  for  years  has 
been  a correspondent  for  many  of  the  leading  papers  throughout  the 
country.  In  the  spring  of  1899,  Mr.  Mattox  received  the  nomina- 
tion on  the  Republican  ticket  as  candidate  for  justice  of  the  peace 
and  was  elected  by  a majority  of  369,  carrying  every  ward  in  the 
city  but  one  and  losing  that  by  only  five  votes.  In  1880  he  was 
married  to  Magdalena  M.  Schuh,  of  Columbus,  by  whom  he  has 
three  children,  Earl,  Frank,  Jr.,  and  Edna.  The  parents  and  chil- 
dren are  communicants  of  the  Walnut  street  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

Frank  B.  Maullar,  of  Gillespieville,  is  a native  of  Perry  county, 
Ohio,  bom  February  24,  1874.  His  parents  were  George  W.  and 
Sarah  (Waterhouse)  Maullar,  and  his  paternal  grandparents  were 
George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Maullar,  both  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  settled  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio.  He  died  in  1844  and  his  wife 
in  1898.  The  originator  of  this  family  in  this  country  was  Morris 
Maullar,  who  came  from  Germany  to  Pennsylvania  in  an  early  day 
and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  that  state.  The  paternal  grand- 
mother of  Frank  B.  Maullar  was  a daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth. 
(Collins)  Davis,  the  former  of  Scotland  and  the  latter  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  Pennsylvania  and  subsequently  settled  in  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  where  both  died  in  the  early  forties.  George  W.,  the 
father  of  Frank  B.  Maullar,  was  l>om  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio, 
on  July  4,  1844.  He  resided  in  Morgan  county  about  eight  years, 
came  to  Ross  county  in  1876  and  removed  to  Gillespieville  in  1895. 
At  that  point  he  has  since  carried  on  a successful  real  estate  busi- 
ness. He  was  married  on  February  5,  1871,  to  Miss  Sarah  Virginia 
Waterhouse,  of  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  and  the  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  five  children.  Those  living  are  Frank  B.,  James  A.,  and 
Bertha  A.,  while  the  dead  are  Mary  0.,  and  John  J.  The  father 
enlisted  on  December  29,  1861,  in  Company  E,  Seventy-eighth  Ohio 
regiment  and  served  until  September  12,  1862,  taking  part  in  the 
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battles  of  Fort  Donelson,  Pittsburg  Landing  and  Corinth.  His  son, 
.c  rank  B.  Maullar,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Gillespie- 
ville  and  the  Ohio  university  at.  Athens.  During  the  last  six  years 
he  has  devoted  his  time  to  teaching  in  Liberty  township  and  for 
three  years  he  has  been  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Londonderry, 
Ohm.  He  is  one  of  the  most  successful  teachers  in  Ross  county  and 
is  friends  predict  that  he  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  leading 
educators  of  the  State.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics  and 
has  served  three  years  on  the  Republican  countv  committee.  Mr. 
MauHar  served  one  term  as  clerk  of  his  township!  He  is  a member 
of  Garfield  lodge,  ffo,  710,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Richmond  Dale. 

, f°h,n  Maxwell,  M D.,  of  Clnllicothe,  is  a native  of  Green 
« ivr  RosV:omity,.Ohio,  bo.rn  ,Ju]y  27>  1872.  His  father  Rob- 
t 1 ’ ax've , a V irginia,  came  to  Ross  count v when 

towil;TnarS  V’!  fpent  the  bala,,ee  of  his  life  famiing  in  Green 
Afareh  Pl’sw  Ya  “ Wa!  r?asonabl.V  successful.  He  died  in 
maidi’,  n'!  ’ t6  agt  °f  slxty-eiSllt  Kars.  His  wife,  whose 

farm  TUM  A"na  Murray,  survives  as  a resident  on  the  home 
is  the  t8d  t >lb\  °f  threo  childrcn>  of  whom  Dr.  Maxwell 

the  heirs  Th  .^UStln’  the  eldest  son>  operates  the  home  farm  for 

sleeve*  son  "f is  Mary,  married  William  Gilder- 
sleewe,  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Gildersleeve,  of  Ross  county,  and  they  live 

S^’lWolJw  M • GnderS,eeVe  " ***** 

inX  nuhlie  seS  f 1MaX'Vel1  ,1-eceived  hia  elementary  education 

n t0rh  p’  and  V1  1890  ente"ed  Heidel- 

Za™  7y  V™1’  °*>  where  he  completed  his  classical  course 

™ 5Sf  y B' p H.  s is 

a four  years’  course  inToon*  °T  AeW,A  0lb  clty>  where  he  completed 
a iuui  years  comse  in  1900.  Immediate  y after  leaving  this  school 

£ Mp^n  block81*  Ef“  “ ^ 

a heSn'uTr11  inthe  l"  hi*  ^ as 

r in Zrt 

tm  Am““"  ..fin 

lam  county,  Ya.,  in  1795'  served  in?6  ’ AVas.lx>rn  in  Klng  Will- 
Ross  county  in  18,30,  where  he  lived  YT  i!-  °j  1812  8 11,1  came  to 
married  Frances  Hughes,  who  was  and 
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died  in  1867.  The  mother  of  W.  A.  Maxwell  was  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Oleacre)  Dray,  the  former  a Pennsylvanian 
of  a large  family,  who  settled  in  Trumbull  county,  O.,  and  died  in 
1860,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-nine  years.  His  wife  died  in 
1845.  Henry  W.  Maxwell  was  a brick  mason  by  trade,  has  followed 
farming  as  a general  thing,  but  was  in  the  mercantile  business  for 
about  twelve  years.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  trustee  and  assessor 
and  is  a member  of  Garfield  lodge,  No.  710,  I*  O.  O.  F.  He  and 
wife  have  a family  of  five  children  as  follows:  Alice  C.,  Wesley  T., 

William  A.,  Edgar  E.  and  Annie  L.  William  A.  Maxwell  went  into 
business  with  his  father.  After  less  than  two  years,  the  latter  di&- 
posed  of  his  interests  to  W.  J.  Haynes  and  the  new  firm  of  Maxwell 
& Haynes  ran  the  business  for  a year  and  a half.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time,  Mr.  Haynes  sold  out  to  his  partner,  and  since  1891 
W.  A.  Maxwell  has  carried  on  a successful  mercantile  business  at 
Richmond  Dale,  having  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  place.  Though 
taking  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  influential  in  his  party,  Mr. 
Maxwell  has  never  desired  office  and  has  refused  nominations.  For 
seventeen  years  past  lie  has  been  a member  of  Garfield  lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows,  No.  710.  In  1887  he  was  married  to  Lucy  Orr,  daughter 
of  Wesley  Orr,  a wealthy  farmer  of  Ross  county,  Ohio.  They  have 
two  sons  living  whose  names  are  Eugene  Orr  and  Harry  Fay.  Two 
other  sons,  Howard  W.  and  Walter  Orr,  were  lost  by  death. 

J.  Myron  May,  president  of  the  Scioto  Valley  bank,  at  Kingston, 
and  long  prominent  in  the  business  and  financial  circles  of  Green 
township,  comes  of  a family  which  was  identified  at  an  early  period 
with  the  history  of  that  portion  of  Ross  county.  Great-grandfather 
James  May  came  to  the  United  States  from  the  north  of  Ireland  and 
settled  in  Virginia  in  1787.  His  son,  Henry  May,  Sr.,  left  Virginia 
early  in  the  nineteenth  century  and  settled  in  Chillicothe,  O.,  where 
he  resided  a number  of  years  and  then  removed  to  a farm  about  three  t 
miles  north  of  the  city,  now  owned  by  John  McRoberts.  Shortly 
afterward,  in  1821,  he  located  in  Pickaway  county  immediately 
north  of  Kingston,  where  for  many  years  he  was  prominent  as  a 
fanner  and  tanner,  being  quite  influential  also  both  in  affairs  of 
church  and  state.  He  married  Susanna  McCutcheon,  a native  of 
Kentucky,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  one  of 
each  sex  dying  in  youth.  The  surviving  sons  were  Ilenry,  John  M. 
and  James,  all  of  whom  married,  settled  in  and  around  Kingston  and 
reared  large  families.  Harriet,  the  eldest  daughter,  married  Dr. 
George  A.  Wilson,  one  of  the  prominent  physicians  of  Kingston  at 
that  time,  now  residing  near  Decatur,  111.,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  a large  family.  Mary  A.,  the  other  daughter,  married 
John  D.  Mundell,  of  Commercial  Point  in  Pickaway  county,  but 
II— 38 
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had  no  children.  Henry  May,  Sr.,  died  December  9,  1851,  and  his 
wife,  February  2,  1850.  J ames  May,  the  youngest  of  their  surviv- 
ing sons,  was  born  November  17,  1821,  while  his  parents  were  liv- 
ing on  the  farm  north  of  Chillieothe.  His  life  after  reaching 
maturity  was  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  mercantile  affairs.  So 
early  as  his  seventeenth  year  he  was  installed  as  clerk  in  the  store  of 
May^&  Benton,  the  May  of  the  firm  being  his  father,  and  after  one 
year  s sendee  as  a subordinate  became  a part  proprietor  by  purchas- 
ln&  *s.^a^iers  interest.  From  that  time  on  for  thirty-seven  years 
until  his  retirement  in  1876  he  retained  his  connection  with  this 
establishment  under  various  partnerships,  one  of  which  was  com- 
posed of  himself  and  his  brother,  John  M.,  and  continued  for  many 
years,  nhile  he  gave  close  attention  to  his  business  affairs,  James 
a>  a ways  found  time  to  devote  to  public  affairs  and  was  alert  to 
every  movement  calculated  to  benefit  the  community  in  which  he 
spen  is  ong  and  useful  life.  He  was  an  ardent  friend  of  religion 
and  education,  working  zealously  for  the  first  as  elder  in  the  Presby. 
tenan  church  and  for  the  other  as  trustee  for  many  years  of  the 
vX  k T aTIemy-  ln  1882  he  helped  to  organize  the  Scioto 
itv  wffW,k>  Jas^osen  lts  &rst  President  and  served  in  that  capac- 

alwnvsV  r X T*  d,uty  Md  scn,Pulo'ls  integrity  that  had 
always  distinguished  his  discharge  of  a trust.  At  his  own  request 

such  aneinstitafy  °f  ^ Ca,'eS  incident  to  the  presidency  of 

death  whTch  "’  remained  38  °ne  of  the  directors  until  his 

fire  Sh^omSn  W ^'1^^ 

Iven  chM  r^ne  Jso  tr7ed  and  Of  their 

mlturitv  Tke?  tW°  dan*hte™  died  before  reaching 

■»»  £."„d  S'CS 

in  number  and  consisted  of  T ® ? tter  s children  were  nine 

the  former  dying  in  infant-  H S°“S  X two  daughters,  three  of 
Chauncev  T.,  J.  Mvron  C 1 arenoe  X 1 W • lr ° Rowing  six  survivors: 
This  happy  kmily^cle  one  ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ R 

was  sadly  broken  by  the  death  of  tl'm'lsuld  ® Section  for  each  other, 
September  9,  1878  For  his  spp  !?  mother  which  occurred 

- T-  “dci'»»E.w 
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business  in.  1876  under  the  firm  name  of  May  Brothers,  and  this 
partnership  continued  until  1890,  when  Clarence's  failing  health 
caused  him  to  sell  his  interest  to  his  brother  and  seek  relief  in  Cali- 
fornia. lie  died  in  Loss  Angeles,  April  2,  1891,  leaving  a wife, 
formerly  Roberta  S.  Shannon;  one  son,  Robert  S.,  and  two  daugh- 
ters, Mary  T.  and  Ada  S.  Chauncey  T.  succeeded  his  father  as 
director  of  the  Scioto  Valley  bank  and  served  as  such  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  February  7,  1897,  leaving  a wife,  formerly  Nannie 
Cordrey,  a daughter  named  Lida  T.,  and  a son,  Ralph  B.  Willis, 
fourth  son  of  James  and  Eliza  May,  who  was  associated  with  the 
Scioto  Gazette  for  many  years  as  local  writer,  died  June  3,  1893. 
Mary  Belle,  one  of  the  daughters,  died  June  7,  1882,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  and  her  sister  Carrie  L.,  who  married  a Mr.  Car- 
penter, died  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  September  28,  1895.  J.  Myron 
May,  second  of  the  sons,  was  born  in  Kingston,  Ross  county,  Novem- 
ber 5,  1848.  He  has  spent  the  most  of  his  life  in  his  native  town, 
where  he  received  a fair  education  in  the  old  Mount  Pleasant  acad- 
emy and  later  spent  a year  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  university  at  Dela- 
ware. He  recalls  with  interest  that  here  in  1868  he  first  met  Sena- 
tor Joseph  B.  Foraker,  and  at  that  early  date  recognized  in  him  a 
born  leader  of  men  destined  for  great  eminence.  After  leaving 
Delaware,  Mr.  May  spent  the  four  years,  1870-74,  in  Kansas,  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  that  time  being  in  the  employment  of  the 
Sante  Fe  railway  company.  Returning  to  Kingston  in  1875  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  the  fall  of  1879,  when  he  and  Mr.  N.  P. 
Rodgers  embarked  in  the  hardware,  drug  and  grocery  business,  the 
partnership  continuing  until  1891.  In  January,  1892,  Mr.  May 
succeeded  his  brother  Chauncey  T’.  in  the  old  business  of  their  father 
and  continued  the  same  until  December,  1897.  He  remarks  that 
had  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1898  the  “comer  store,"  as  it  is 
known,  would  have  been  in  the  May  family  unbroken  for  sixty  years. 
In  1897  Mr.  May  was  elected  a director  of  the  Scioto  Valley  bank, 
and  in  January,  1898,  was  elected  president,  a position  which  he 
has  since  held.  In  1900  he  was  the  decennial  land  appraiser  of 
Green  township  and  in  the  same  year  was  made  the  county's  nominee 
before  the  district  convention  for  membership  of  the  state  board  of 
equalization,  but  was  defeated  for  the  nomination.  Mr.  May,  like 
his  paternal  ancestors,  has  always  been  a zealous  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party  and  takes  an  eager  interest  in  all 
the  current  political  questions.  He  ranks  high  as  a business  man, 
his  qualifications  in  that  line,  added  to  his  reputation  as  a man  of 
strict  integrity,  causing  him  to  be  much  sought  after  in  the  settle- 
ment of  estates.  October  26,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Lovetta,  daughter  of  Abraham  Holman,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Green  township.  They  have  three  children:  Carroll  H.,  bora 

September  15,  1883,  is  now  a junior  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  univer- 
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sity;  James  Floyd,  bom  in  March,  1885,  is  a senior  iu  the  Kingston 
high  school,  and  Florence  E.,  horn  in  March,  1890,  is  attending  the 
preparatory  department  of  the  local  schools. 


Robert  JI.  McCrackin  was  horn  at  Boumeville,  Ohio,  November 
14,  1807.  His  parents  were  W.  W.  and  Sarah  (Hanawalt) 
McCiackin,  the  former  a son  of  Robert  P.  McCrackin,  who  was  bom 
1!}  ' lrlpn*a  *n  1815.  Robert  P.  came  with  his  parents  to  Bourne- 

If  if-n  eU  a,boy  and  lived  at  home  until  llis  marriage  with  Hulda 
McMillen ; then  went  to  housekeeping  on  a farm  now  owned  bv  John 
Scnlagel,  lived  there  and  at  other  places  in  Twin  township  for  sev- 
eral years  and  finally  removing  to  Illinois.  Robert  P.  McCrackin 
was  married  twice,  his  first  wife  dying  before  he  departed  for  the 
west.  By  her  he  had  eight  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy 
unnamed,  the  others  being  William  (now  dead),  Robert,  of  Illinois: 
■i?.  and  dames,  of  Iowa;  Minnesota,  of  Missouri;  and  Anna,  of 
Ohio.  The  second  wife  was  Sarah  Roe,  by  whom  there  were  five 
children,  of  whom  Edith,  Theodocia,  Nathaniel  and  Edward  live  in 

EL'  “ “di2Tn  n!.Indiana-  When  W-  W-  McCrackin  was  nine- 
• . °lf’  ]le  enllfed  ln  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 

nZ?er°  Vt?  ''  at,‘h,e  bafle  of  Monocacy,  in  1864,  was  taken 
L nv  t H fS  confined  for  about  eight  months,  when  lie  obtained 
ment  tT  “d1rehJrned  His  treatment  during  his  confine, 

Tt  back  to  o£  hPnS°"  Tlel  bey0nd  description  and  when  he 
got  back  to  Ohio  he  was  little  better  than  a wreck.  After  his  inar- 

nesf  aTBouiriC^h-’i16  ^7^  in  tbe  ?°neral  mercantile  busi- 
life  Tu  lavo  i ’ " leb,"as  113  occupation  during  most  of  his 
JL  2 ’Jr *»  SprinrfeU,  .here  he  eondtteted  , 

Elizabeth  rindle'v,  otKi,b^Tm  ' to 

business  as  dealers  in  p-roin  j , Tlle-y  carr-y  on  a 

McCrackin’.,  mother  diS £ BoumeviH merchant iise.  In  1891,  Mr. 
at  Storms  Station  in  1897  Mr  . J it  and  ]le  engaged  in  business 
ents  of  two  children,  whose  nanms  are  SaSlty.  ^ ^ 

1856.  * WhilS^was  ’stiV^T  °f  Jacks?”  c0,nitJ>  Ohio,  bom  in 
Scioto  county,  where  he  crew  T."  ® 'T,°lln,S’  \L8  Parents  removed  to 
in  the  common  schools  * In  187r  'l  °°  aU<  received  his  education 
Boss  county,  and  worked  as  a ££  tnd  Z 
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1879  he  began  farming  for  himself  in  the  same  locality  and  has  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  ever  since.  He  has  never  sought  office,  but 
for  some  time  has  been  a member  of  the  township  board  of  educa- 
tion. Ilis  fraternal  connection  is  confined  to  membership  in  the 
order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  August,  1878,  he  was  married  to  Malinda 
Vanscoy,  of  Ross  county,  by  whom  he  has  four  children:  Charles, 

Maud,  Jackson  and  Roxie.  Mrs.  McDaniel  was  the  daughter  of 
Jackson  and  Malinda  Vanscoy,  who  were  natives  of  Jackson  county. 
They  settled  in  Ross  county  in  1854  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  in  Franklin  township ; were  farmers  and  highly  respected 
in  the  community.  Mrs.  Vanscoy  died  in  1882  and  her  husband  in 
1897.  Five  children  survive  them,  among  the  number  being  Mrs. 
McDaniel.  The  families  of  the  Vanscoys  and  McDaniels  are  of  that 
class  who  go  through  the  world  without  much  noise  or  attracting 
public  notice,  but  who  constitute  the  very  backbone  of  the  communi- 
ties where  they  reside  and  make  up  the  most  substantial  part  of  its 
citizenship. 

Joshua  M.  McKenzie  was  born  in  Twin  township,  Ross  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  now  resides,  December  11,  1848.  His  father,  Eli 
McKenzie,  was  born  in  Maryland  and  was  the  son  of  Joshua  McKen- 
zie, who  emigrated  from  Scotland.  Eli  McKenzie  married  Mary 
Kemper,  of  Ross  county,  and  after  marriage  they  settled  in 'Twin 
township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  her  death 
occurring  in  1850  and  his  in  1874.  Their  three  children  were 
Mary  J.,  Joshua  M.  and  Ada.  There  was  nothing  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary in  the  career  of  Joshua  M.  McKenzie  from  youth  to  manhood. 
He  worked  on  the  farm  in  season,  attended  the  school  in  winter  days 
and  otherwise  enacted  the  role  usually  assigned  to  the  country  boy. 
On  December  16,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Mary  J.  Coover,  of  Ross 
county,  who  died  on  January  1,  1876,  after  giving  birth  to  two  chil- 
dren, named  Bertha  and  Edith,  both  of  wdiom  died  in  childhood. 
August  29,  1882,  Mr.  McKenzie  took  a second  wife  in  the  person  of 
Mattie  J.  Newman,  daughter  of  the  late  Howard  Newman,  who 
removed  from  Virginia  to  Paxton  township,  Ross  county.  Bv  this 
marriage  there  were  five  children,  whose  names  are  Jessie,  Edna, 
Florence,  Wilbur  and  James  Glenn.  During  much  the  larger  por- 
tion of  his  life  Mr.  McKenzie  has  been  engaged  in  farming  in  Twin 
township.  He  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  but  is  not  lacking  in 
interest  when  important  political  campaigns  are  pending  and  usu- 
ally votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  the  latter  being  a very  active  church 
worker. 

John  McNally,  late  an  esteemed  citizen  of  Ross  county,  Ohio,  was 
bom  in  Templemoil,  Londonderry,  Ireland,  on  June  20,  1798. 
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Owing  to  the  fact  that  his  father  was  a fine  scholar  and  school 
teacher,  young  McNally  had  fine  educational  advantages  at  home, 
which  his  natural  tastes  and  brightness  of  mind  enabled  him  to 
improve  to  the  utmost  Like  most  Irish  families,  however,  that  of 
the  McNally’s  was  both  large  and  poor,  a fact  which  necessitated 
endless  drudgery  and  toil  to  make  both  ends  meet  When  John 
McNally  came  of  age  he  turned  his  eyes,  as  had  thousands  of  his 
fellow  compatriots  before  him,  to  the  land  of  the  free  across  the  great 
water.  With  him  to  resolve  was  to  do  and  the  year  1820  found  him 
on  board  an  emigrant  ship  bound  for  North  America.  He  first 
landed  m Canada  and  made  his  way  to  Quebec,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  he  bore  a letter  of  introduction  to  a prominent  citizen  (Gen. 

1 espie)  of  that  place.  He  obtained  precarious  employment  there 
tor  a while,  but  soon  became  dissatisfied  and  determined  to  push  his 
way  south  into  the  states.  It  so  happened  that  three  of  his  school- 
mates by  the  name  of  Edwards  had  preceded  him  from  the  old  coun- 
try and  settled  in  Chilhcothe,  Ohio.  To  them  John  McNally  deter- 
mined  to  come.  There  is  an  element  of  the  pathetic  in  the  spectacle 
of  this  Irish  boy,  poor  and  friendless,  starting  to  walk  all  the  weary 
bmltnCe  fr?'r\QUObe<?  t0  Ross  county.  With  genuine  Irish  pluck. 
imiiTev’  W!iU-h  TS  aWlt  a l.hls  caPital> lle  set  forth  on  this  toilsome 
‘‘b  ok^’antrm ,7 v1  u6. ,anriVed  8t  ^hillicothe  weary,  foot-sore  and 

aid  breakf?  7 half'dolla;  used  up  in  payment  for  lodging 
and  breakfast  at  the  place  of  his  destination,  and  without  a penny 

Both  wel  forth  hlS  ?,M  fL?lmates  for  advice  and  assistance 
Mwfortkcofflingand,  thanks  to  his  previously  acquired  edu- 

n,aster  0VeT  a ^ol 'and  after- 

subsequentlv^nvneh18  Wi^bri^ht^oteiaii^^^  tbe.farrn  be 

who  are  will ino-  , 1 ^lt?  SO  )ei  anc*  mdustrious  young  men 

tZSS  B \ °28  t"  :Sd,;"  k»i”~  *> 

.yok  of  this  ,L,  WUA  Sd  “w  o’"1  ,,,d 

afterward  located,  and  here  he  ^ * lt0n  & Sons  were 

Subsequently  he  was  in  the  wholesale^  Pro9Pe.1'0«s  trade  for  years. 
Chillicothe  for  twelve  years  In  1 sii™1  gVOCeT?  business  at 

Ireland  a poor  boy  he  Wl™.,!  ®1<?Ven  -vears  «*«  he  left 

near  Frankfort  which  afterward  W 6 acres  of  valuable  land 
.Years.  In  1850,  hireS^f"iiT,ne  the  h?me  of  bis  declining 

on,  , J,5 iZZ 
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agement  and  development  of  his  farm  into  the  valuable  estate  it 
subsequently  became.  For  a while,  Mr.  McNally  had  other  and 
outside  business  such  as  stock-dealing  and  pork-packing  in  New  York 
city.  Eventually,  however,  he  gave  up  all  this  and  spent  his  time 
on  the  farm  with  his  friends  and  his  books,  enjoying  life  quietly  and 
helping  to  confer  pleasure  on  others.  During  the  latter  years  of  the 
seventies  his  health  failed  rapidly  and  on  December  27,  1879,  he 
passed  away  after  a two-weeks  illness.  He  willed  his  property  to 
the  children  of  his  sister,  the  principal  heir  being  his  nephew,  James 
A.  Dexter,  of  whom  a sketch  appears  in  this  work.  Mr.  McNally 
was  a very  devout  Roman  Catholic,  and  devoutly  attached  to  the 
faith  of  his  fathers.  He  contributed  with  munificent  liberality  to 
the  church,  at  one  time  donating  $6,000  to  build  a fine  brick  edifice 
in  Frankfort  for  the  occupancy  of  the  congregation.  He  also  paid 
the  necessary  expense  of  educating  a nephew  for  the  priesthood  and 
contributed  liberally  towards  the  education  of  a niece,  who  spent 
twenty  years  of  her  life  as  a Sister  of  Charity.  The  esteem  in  which 
Mr.  McNally  was  held  needed  no  stronger  proof  than  that  afforded 
by  the  attendance  at  his  funeral,  which  was  one  of  the  largest  ever 
seen  at  Frankfort. 

Ambrose  McNeill,  long  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests 
of  Concord  township,  is  descended  from  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
as  well  as  most  extensive  and  prosperous  farmers  in  that  portion  of 
Ross  county.  His  grandparents  were  John  and  Gertrude  (Rose- 
boom)  McNeill,  West  Virginians  wbo  came  to  Ohio  in  1809  and 
purchased  about  4,000  acres  of  wild  land  in  Concord  township. 
Included  in  this  tract  was  the'  site  of  the  present  village  of  Frank" 
fort,  the  land  for  which  was  subsequently  deeded  by  Mr.  McNeill 
in  sufficient  quantity  for  the  purposes  of  - incorporation.  Besides  his 
large  real  estate  interests,  John  McNeill  was  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Frankfort  and  also  an  extensive  dealer  in  stock.  As  life’s 
shadows  lengthened,  the  old  pioneer  realized  the  necessity  of  rest 
and  while  all  his  faculties  were  still  sound  made  a division  of  his 
property  and  retired  from  active  business.  His  wife  departed  this 
life  in  1855,  and  ten  years  later  John  McNeill  surrendered  to  the 
great  conqueror  after  a long  and  useful  career.  All  of  his  seven 
children  who  grew  to  maturity  have  long  since  died,  but  tbeir  names 
are  preserved  in  the  family  records  as  follows:  John,  Rachel  (wife 

of  Osmus  Rowe),  Strother,  Mary  (married  William  Harvey  and 
after  bis  death  Dr.  Joseph  Sanford),  Andrew  R.,  Rhesy  and  Ger-* 
trude  (wife  of  Tillman  Porter).  John  McNeill,  eldest  son  and 
namesake  of  his  father,  was  born  near  Moorefield,  Hardy  county, 
W.  Va.,  in  1807,  two  years  before  his  parents  stalled  on  tbeir  journey 
to  the  West.  In  early  manhood  he  married  Rebecca  Wiley,  a Ross 
county  girl,  with  whom  he  went  to  housekeeping  on  one  of  his  father’s 
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places  and  farmed  the  same  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1873,  his  wife  surviving  him  five  years.  Of  their  five 
children,  Corbin,  William  W.  and  Henrietta  G.  are  dead,  the  living 
ones  being  Eliza  J.,  who  married  Dr.  Mayne,  and  Ambrose.  The 
latter  was  born  in  Concord  township,  Ross  county,  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  resides,  January  4,  1835.  He  remained  at  home  until  his 
twenty-third  year  and  was  married  May  27,  1858,  to  Elizabeth  Clay- 
pool,  of  Frankfort,  Ohio.  Within  a year  or  two  afterward,  he 
located  on  the  place  of  128  acres  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
and  engaged  in  general  fanning  and  stock-raising.  During  the  civil 
war  he  was  a member  of  the  Home  Guards  and  joined  in  the  move- 
ments to  check  those  bold  raiders,  Kirby  Smith  and  John  Morgan. 
Aside  from  his  own  business,  Mr.  McNeill  has  often  been  called  on 
to  fill  township  offices,  such  as  trustee,  supervisor  and  member  of  the 
school  board.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNeill  have  five  children,  whose 
names  are  thus  given  in  order  of  birth:  Frank,  at  home;  Ruth, 
wife  of  Charles  Cox,  of  Chillicothe ; Mary,  at  home ; Kate,  wife  of 
Ernest  Johnson,  of  Columbus;  Maria,  wife  of  William  Edmiston, 
who  is  connected  with  the  business  college  at  Columbus. 

Edward  Meggenhofen,  M.  D.,  of  Chill icotlie,  was  born  at  Ander- 
son Station,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  May  18,  1857.  His  parents  were 
Louis  and  Katherine  (Paulus)  Meggenhofen,  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many and  of  pure  German  stock.  The  mother  of  Dr.  Meggenhofen 
came  with  her  parents  to  Chillicothe  in  her  infancy.  His  father 
was  a young  man  when  he  came  to  Ohio.  They  were  married  in 
Chillicothe.  Louis  Meggenhofen  was  a man  of  broad  culture  and 
public  spirit.  lie  was  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Ross  county, 
having  had  the  benefit  of  a liberal  education  in  his  native  land ; was 
one  of  the  first  park  commissioners  in  Chillicothe  and  was  always 
interested  in  beautifying  and  improving  the  city.  He  was  a botanist 
of  some  note,  and  hence  was  specially  fitted  to  serve  as  a member  of 
the  board  having  charge  of  parks.  He  died  in  1885  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two,  but  his  wife  survives  and  resides  with  her  son  in  Columbus. 
Charles  W.,  the  second  son,  is  a prominent  business  man  of  Colum- 
bus, a druggist  by  profession  and  unmarried.  Dr.  Meggenhofen, 
the  eldest  son,  received  the  ordinary  education  in  Chillicothe  schools 
and  was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  from  1876  to  1891.  He  then 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine  and  was  graduated  from  the  Kentucky 
School  of  Medicine  in  1S93.  After  leaving  college,  he  formed  a 
partnership  in  the  drug  business  with  the  widow  of  his  former 
employer,  the  business  being  conducted  under  the  name  of  Dr  Me*- 
genhofen  Three  years  later  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  this  ven- 
ire and  has  since  devoted  himself  entirely  to  his  medical  practice. 
He  enjoys  a good  patronage  in  Chillicothe  and  vicinity  and  stands 
high  m his  profession.  Being  a registered  pharmacist,’  he  dispenses 
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his  own  medicines,  of  which  he  keeps  an  ample  supply  on  hand. 
September  8,  1881,  Dr.  Maggenhofen  was  married  to  Louise  Kirk, 
a native  of  Chillicothe  and  daughter  of  Bud  Kirk,  who  died  in  the 
army  during  the  civil  war.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  three 
children,  of  whom  Laura  is  now  Mrs.  William  Greenbaum,  of  Chil- 
licothe; Anna  and  Katherine  are  students  in  school. 

The  Mendenhall  family,  as  is  well  known  to  all  students  of  United 
States  history,  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  in  the  Union.  Probably  not  one  of  the  forty-five  states 
but  lias  representatives  of  this  family,  whose  members  have  risen 
to  prominence  in  the  professions,  business,  politics  and  all  other 
avenues  to  fame  or  fortune.  They  go  back,  too,  to  the  very  fountain 
source  of  American  "blue  blood,”  as  the  first  of  the  Mendenhalls 
came  over  in  the  Mayflower  in  1620.  These  were  three  brothers 
named  Isaac,  Thomas  and  Joseph ; two  of  whom  settled  in  South 
Carolina  while  all  record  of  the  other  was  lost  subsequent  to  his 
arrival.  A descendant  of  one  of  these  brothers,  Joseph  by  name, 
served  with  distinction  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolution  ary  war  and  it 
is  said  he  lived  so  close  to  the  battlefield  of  Brandywine  that  a cannon 
ball  fired  in  that  engagement  took  off  a corner  of  his  house.  This 
veteran  left  a son  narry?d  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  in  1760,  married  Peggie  Jeems  and  migrated  to  Washington 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1852,  aged  ninety-two  years.  Six 
children,  all  long  since  dead,  are  accredited  to  Thomas  and  Peggie 
Mendenhall,  appearing  thus  on  the  family  register:  Joseph, 

Thomas,  John,  Pattie,  Jane  and  Margaret.  John  Mendenhall, 

third  of  these  children  married  Experience  Craft  in  Pennsylvania, 
which  was  the  native  state  of  both  of  them,  and  subsequently  settled 
in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio.  In  1846  he  came  to  Ross  county  and 
located  in  Huntington  township,  where  he  became  prosperous  and 
influential  as  a farmer  and  stock-dealer.  The  memorials  in  Denver 
cemetery,  where  their  remains  have  long  reposed,  inform  the  inquirer 
that  John  Mendenhall  reached  the  age  of  ninety-four  years  before 
his  death  and  that  his  "beloved  wife,  Experience,”  died  in  her 
seventy-third  year.  Their  family  consisted  of  the  following  named 
children:  William,  Thomas  J.,  Craft,  Israel  L.,  Joseph,  John  and 

Delilah.  All  these  are  dead  except  Craft,  who  lives  in  Illinois, 
Israel  L.,  of  Denver,  Ohio,  and  Joseph,  who  is  a resident  of  Iowa. 
Thomas  J.  Mendenhall,  second  of  the  foregoing  list  in  order  of  birth, 
was  a farmer  and  merchant  bv  occupation  and  made  a success  in 
both  lines.  His  real  estate  holdings  amounted  to  over  700  acres  of 
land,  and  for  many  years  he  conducted  a general  store  at  Denver 
which  was  a source  of  profit.  He  was  often  called  on  by  his  fellow 
citizens  to  fill  the  various  offices,  such  as  justice  of  the  peace,  post- 
master, trustee  and  others.  In  addition  to  his  other  cares,  he  was 
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engaged  in  the  timber  business  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  January  24,  1889.  He  married  Julia  Haynes,  bom  in 
Eoss  county  in  1835,  and  by  her  had  the  following  named  children: 
Hmante-CeaS?d;-  Ha,nnah  L->  wife  of  W.  D.  Weltner,  of  Summit 
wlloW^'ni  d°S1Tj  dece.ased ! Hugh  B-»  of  Denver;  Robert  W.,  of 

wife  of' O W10p  7wC  °fiA‘  C'  Yoakem’  of  Vigo,  Ohio;  Eva, 
LilHanf  Vf‘  Gfr  °f  Waverly  now  deceased ; John  T.,  of  Denver; 

Since  the  d fV,f  f'/'  7'7  Jr>  of  Waverly;  Lenore,  at  home. 
John  T W^e°f  helJ  fa-her’  hiS  S0DS  H"Sh  R>  Robert  W.  and 
mo  heJ'uZ  i 7?  C0D'  UCtln«  and  maoaging  the  business  for  their 
mothei,  who  is  administratrix  of  the  estate.  These  gentlemen  also 

Sfirm  “f°Mht  7?,  7 Wh!ch  - ^ducted  J" 

tne  nrm  name  of  Mendenhall  Brothers  & Guth. 

Charles  Metzger  ivas  bom  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  June  15  1846. 

emigrated*  to  thS^unhy  ^^islg3  b°™  Germ.anJ  in  1812  and 
which  took  three  77m  : 183,9’  coraing  over  m a sailing  ship 

shottkmadee  Cw^toT  ti^anffr  ^7 

Ohio,  eventually  arriving  at  Cl.  ilico  he  in  JsS  vT 

safjtsai  :,=r  “ 

living,  the  former  in  Iowa  and The’l  tt”8-  7\  Ge0rge  (twins)  are 

Maiy  married  Jack  Bookmiller  ChiHieoth  “^7  C°Un7  °hio; 
township,  Ross  eonntv  • Taonh  A -Hlcothe  ’ Charles  is  in  Union 

father  continued  to  Ss’ide  i° Chifr  7^  in,  Ghillic°the-  The 
occurred  in  1898  the  mother  h • lcotBe  until  his  death,  which 
the  civil  war  opened  in  1861  S?  PTd  ^ in  1874-  When 
fully  on  an  Ohio  farm  Bel  ’ 7*  Metzger  was  working  peace- 
old,  he  was  impatient  to  £7  soldier  ^^.^/han  fifteen  years 
enlisted  in  Company  F Hrnidred  ^ 2”d.m  tke  following  year 
command  was  sen? from  Camp  De„n“  SlXth  infantl7  The 
Maysville,  Ky.,  witi,  a v:ewPtr>  , , .on  on  gunboats  up  the  Ohio  to 

Morgan.  After  this  maneuver  ‘!®dlng  off  the  notorious  General 

Frankfort  and  from  there  to  Bowling  GreCOm^1Sh7  thej  went  to 

in  the  battle  at  Hartsville,  Tenn  Mr  Mm  Kj'’  ater  ParticiPating 
to  the  hospital.  Afterward  he  was^  wbh  V ^ "’SS  ““f  from  there 
points  m Tennessee,  part  of  the  time  7 command  at  various 
discharged  at  Nash^lle  JuL  oV  7c?llardJ,ng  railroads-  ^ was 
to  Chillicothe.  He  learned  the  ’trld  ‘Mediately  returned 

followed  for  some  time  bt  event ulllv  7 bricknlason-  which  he 
work.  On  September  30,  1867  ho  m I • <?1ca”1.e  .en£a£cd  in  farm 
winch  he  rented  land  and  settled Z7n!d  7ZZ,e  Ebenour,  after 
Industry  and  close  application  bLighT"™  for  himself' 

orought  a reasonable  measure  of  sue- 
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cess,  until  Mr.  Metzger  finds  himself  possessed  of  240  acres  of  good 
farm  land.  His  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children.  Of 
these,  Barbara  married  Carrie  Short,  of  Pickaway  county;  Anna, 
the  second  born,  is  dead ; Edward  lives  in  Union  township  and  Will- 
iam is  at  home;  Lizzie  became  the  wife  of  Edward  Rector,  of  Pick- 
away county,  and  Ira,  the  youngest,  is  still  at  home.  The  wife  of 
Mr.  Metzger  died  March  20,  1887.  He  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
post,  No.  338,  at  Yellowbud. 

Theron  O.  Middleton,  prominent  in  church  work  at  Fruitdale  and 
vicinity,  comes  of  a family  which  furnished  three  out  of  five  children 
as  soldiers  of  the  Union  during  the  civil  war.  His  father,  James 
Middleton,  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  who  came  to  Boss  county 
about  1832  and  settled  in  Paint  township,  where  he  rose  to  promi- 
nence in  political  and  business  circles  and  died  in  1874.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Pemberton,  of  Connecticut,  by  whom  he  had  seven 
children,  of  whom  the  following  are  brief  biographical  sketches : Rev. 
John  H.  Middleton,  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
served  in  Company  I,  Eighty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  meeting 
with  an  accident  while  on  a march  in  Tennessee  which  crippled  him 
for  life  and  eventually  caused  his  death  May  14,  1900.  Ardon  P. 
Middleton,  of  Greenfield,  Ohio,  was  also  a member  of  Company  I, 
Eighty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  spent  three  years  in  the  service 
and  contracted  disease  from  which  he  never  recovered.  Rev.  Homer 
C.  Middleton,  also  a Methodist  minister,  has  for  six  years  had  charge 
of  a church  at  Leesburg,  Ohio.  Celestia  F.,  the  only  daughter, 
became  the  wife  of  Lawson  Smalley,  of  Fruitdale.  Two  sons, 
Edmund  O.  and  Jonathan,  are  dead,  the  former  dying  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  and  Jonathan  when  but  two  years  old.  Theron  O.  Mid- 
dleton was  born  in  Paint  township,  Ross  county,  in  1839.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  locality  and  had 
just  reached  full  manhood  at  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war.  His 
father  and  children  were  intensely  patriotic  and,  like  his  two 
brothers  mentioned,  Theron  determined  to  tender  his  services  in 
behalf  of  the  Union  cause.  He  therefore  became  a member  of  Com- 
pany I,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-fifth  regiment  of  Ohio  infantry, 
which  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Camp  Chase  and  later  sta- 
tioned at  Owensboro,  Kv.  Mr.  Middleton  received  his  discharge 
from  the  army  at  Lexington.  Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  married  to  Sarah  E.  Zink,  a school  teacher  of  Ross  county,  who 
lived  only  five  years  thereafter  and  died  without  leaving  any  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Middleton  is  a member  of  the  post  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  at  Greenfield,  Ohio.  He  has  been  connected  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  over  forty-eight  years,  and  has  long 
been  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  and  efficient  in  church  work.  His 
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main  occupation  is  that  of  farming  but  he  is  influential  in  all  move- 
ments  to  advance  any  good  cause  and  improve  the  public  morals. 

Henry  Miller,  an  extensive  land-owner  and  stock-raiser,  and 
egarded  as  one  of  the  model  fanners  of  Scioto  township,  is  a worthy 
representative  of  Ross  county’s  German  born  citizens.  From 
extieme  poverty,  without  influential  friends  and  with  no  other 
resources  than  his  sturdy  industry,  endless  patience  and  sound  judg- 
ment  he  has  risen  to  the  influence  which  accompanies  the  accumu- 

His  falfr0 Fr^  ant1Ma.titendant  “privileSe  of  ^^8  independent.” 
His  father,  Frederick  Miller,  was  a fanner  in  Gemany,  married 

old.  About  fifteen  years  previous  to  this  event,  the  parents  of  his 
wife  had  emigrated  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Pike  counfy  Within  a 

children,  all  of  whom  that  ivr.ro  r • 5 ^ marnage  she  had  seven 

the  United  States  their  1Vln".  at  tbe  time  came  with  her  to 

Frederick  SE1"5"  J””  2*"  »f  >«ing  ■»  ibltac: 
George,  died  in  infanev  Pn?h  ’•  Subject  of  this  sketch; 

Margaret,  residents  of' > Portst outh’  W*.  S°Phia  and 
Henry  Miller  was  born  in  r 9 Ohio , Magdelena  (deceased). 

8,  1845,  and  was  **  W October 

mother.  What  little  education  1 ™ ^ to  America  by  his 

in  Germanv  as  he  was  compelled  receiVed  111  .v°Vth  was  obtained 
Wore  h.  had  reaSTK^  IS  ZT*  ?'  * » 0hi» 

labor  by  the  month  until  his  marriage  in  P i H®  contmued  farm 
Hammon,  which  occurred  January  *17  ifeq6  T,nt\  to  Ehzabeth 
twenty-three  years  old  Shortlv  U 1869,  when  he  was  about 

at  High  Banks  in liberty  townshl  v*  "***>  ^ Miller  located 
four  years  and  then  took'eharo-e  o/tlm  T There  he  sPent 

township  which  he  managed  for  the  ten  Y°k  fann  in  Scioto 
expiration  of  that  time,  he  purchaseVtT  s"^cedmg  /ears.  At  the 
ship  where  he  has  since  resided  This  -f  6 ??rfs  *n  Scioto  town- 
improved  by  Mr.  Miller  since  it  ^ame^imn  ?*'*  has  been  greatly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  best  of  its  Y ??to  hl9  Possession,  is  now 
this  homestead,  Mr.  mt ’ ^ the  ^ addition  to 

township  and  for  a number. of  ^ in  Deerfield 

stock-raising.  His  methods  are  tlloW  pxtensively  engaged  in 
ating  on  strictly  business  principle,  aSt 
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latest  improvements  and  discoveries  affecting  the  agricultural  indus- 
try. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  had  eleven  children:  George  W., 

of  Deerfield  township ; Magdelena,  wife  of  George  Fry,  of  Pickaway 
county;  Henry  C.,  of  Frankfort,  Ohio;  Benjamin  F.,  of  Scioto 
township;  Mary  E.,  John  F.,  Carl  E.  and  Alvah  L.,  at  home;  Philip, 
Leroy  and  Laura  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Miller  and  her  children 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

John  Miller,  member  of  the  school  board  of  Chillicothe,  and  long 
identified  with  the  city’s  interests  in  various  capacities,  is  an  Amer- 
ican citizen  of  German  origin.  His  father,  Antone  Miller,  was 
born  in  Germany  in  1831,  grew  to  manhood  there,  and  when  about 
twenty-one  years  old  set  out  for  America  to  seek  his  fortune.  Join- 
ing the  stream  of  emigrants  then  westward  bound  in  large  numbers, 
he  stopped  in  Ohio  and  selected  the  beautiful  county  of  Ross  as  his 
abiding  place.  Being  well  pleased  with  his  new  home,  he  persuaded 
his  father  and  other  relatives  to  come  over  and  participate  in  the 
opportunities  then  offered  the  settler  in  the  boundless  west.  After 
locating  permanently,  Antone  Miller,  with  the  thrift  and  industry 
characteristic  of  his  race,  turned  his  hand  to  different  kinds  of 
employment  as  chance  or  good  fortune  brought  it  his  way.  After 
several  years’  experience  in  a distillery,  he  farmed  a short  time  in 
1865  and  then  worked  for  three  years  as  a fireman  and  engineer.  In 
1868  he  became  a cigar-inaker,  but  later  abandoned  that  to  enter  the 
saloon  business,  winch  he  followed  until  his  death,  November  3, 
1878.  About  1855  he  Was  married  to  Katherine  Griesheimer,  also 
a native  of  Germany,  whence  she  had  come  with  her  parents  some 
years  previous.  Antone  Miller  and  wife  had  twelve  children,  of 
wrhom  the  nine  following  are  living:  Emma,  wife  of  Jacob  Wetzel, 

of  Chillicothe;  John,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Louis, jcigar  manufac- 
turer at  Chillicothe;  Jacob,  saloonist  in  Chillico*^'  izzie,  wife  of 
George  Scheeler,  of  Chillicothe;  William,  blacksm.  Chillicothe; 
George,  an  engineer  in  Chillicothe;  Katharina,  wife  Oliver  Von- 
clausburg,  of  Chillicothe;  and  Charles  A.,  of  the  san.  \ty.  John 
Miller,  second  of  the  children,  w*as  bom  in  Chillicothe  tober  23, 
1858.  In  1874  he  secured  employment  as  a cigar-maker  and  worked 
for  three  years  with  various  firms  until  his  father  entered  that  busi- 
ness when  he  became  one  of  his  employees.  In  1886,  he  embarked 
in  the  cigar  industry  on  his  own  account  and  continued  it  until  May, 
1891,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests  and  spent  the  next  ten  years 
in  gardening  and  trucking,  in  the  winter  seasons  working  at  his  trade 
of  cigar  making.  In  1901,  he  resumed  cigar  manufacturing  and  has 
since  adhered  to  that  business.  In  the  spring  of  1901,  Mr.  Miller 
was  elected  a member  of  the  school  board  to  represent  the  Sixth  ward 
and  he  has  paid  considerable  attention  to  the  educational  affairs  of 
the  city.  In  1880  he  w^as  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jacob 
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ZT]’Z3:fdeo  01fTChi!licothe>  ^ -bom  he  has  had  three 

killer  is  m GrgeV^r‘JaCOb  Md  R°y  Antone  (deceased).  Mr. 
Miller  is  a member  of  the  German  Salem  church  in  Chillicothe. 

panv'at  ChilWhn  1”anag®r  of  ,th*  Western  Union  telegraph  com- 
8 185^  U « n ’ f 8 na  iTe,°f  Plckawa.y  c<>«nty,  Ohio,  bom  May 
’ . r tT8  Pai,ents  were  John  and  Mary  (Demuth)  Miller  both 

hr.  h"  sscKn" 

‘”d  7 f 

fr"fvT,'£  t£ 

For  eight  vearshe  served  h tT  « 0pera[or  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
licothe!  from  which lie 1" \£?  T °f  tbe  train  dispatcher  at  Chil- 

the  Western  Union  office*  the  nosTt^  T 188°  [°  the  managership  of 
a good  Republican  and  has  mW  jT  he  now  holds-  Mr.  Miller  is 
He  served  two  terms  as  a mpn/  1(^110rs  at  the  hands  of  liis  party. 
September  12  1901  bo  wi«  0 ^le  Chillicothe  city  council, 

candidate  for ’the  office  of  ' auTitoTTf  r ’7  Republicans  as  their 
and  vigorous  campai^,  hV was  electee^ after  a hot 

In  October,  1902,  he  will  enter  ; „t  n n ~e  ■^ov'cmber  following, 
years.  October  22,  1879  he  wn«  ° **  j^ce  por  a term  of  three 

Chillicothe.  Her  parent^  were  Tor";611  *,  ^da  ^Iderer,  of 
The  latter  came  from  German v to  (Vir  *Td  ®°Pbia  Scholderer. 
aud  the  father,  now  dead  was  a nativ  ^ “ early  childhood, 

last  years  of  his  life,  he  was  a member  of°the  fi  ’ flere’  in  the 

derer,  dealers  in  stoves  and  tint,  * 7?  finn  °f  Ire]and  & Schol- 
members  of  the  first  Presbyterian  church  ^V?d  Mrs-  Miller  are 
board  of  trustees  and  clerk  of  the  jT-  h’  f, beinS  a member  of  the 
work.  Mr.  Miller  is  promTnmtlv  » ” ?"d1both  zeaJo”s  « religious 
ternity,  having  attained  the  comLnT  ^ ^ tbe  Masonic  fra‘ 

fifteen  years  has  been  recorder  of  CWlli^tl*168”68’  and  f°r  the  last 
«er  oi  Chillicothe  commandery,  jST0.  8. 

Ludlow  D.  Miller  n woii  1 

Ross  county,  comes  of  a fami^  ToWfoTt  °f  Ruckskin  township, 
success  in  business.  His  father  St/ n ^ °.f  character  and 
county  Va.,  came  to  Ohio  about  is  on  1 1 i61"’  a native  of  Culpeper 
burg,  Highland  county.  After  a £1“?  ^ in  New  P^ 
Greenfield,  where  he  embarked  in  the  £**?  he  amoved  to 

t le  mercantile  business  and  fol- 
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lowed  that  occupation  until  a few  years  before  his  death  in  1860. 
He  left  a family  of  seven  children,  five  boys  and  two  girls.  Robert 
H.  Miller,  the  oldest  of  the  sons,  established  the  first  bank  in  Green- 
field, Ohio,  and  was  conspicuous  in  the  city’s  business  affairs  until 
his  death  in  1900.  His  brother,  J ames  A.  Miller,  went  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  where  he  rose  to  prominence  in  the  business  world  as  an  expert 
accountant  and  died  in  1888.  Edward  Hamilton  Miller,  third  son 
of  this  bright  family,  also  exhibited  financial  talent  at  an  early  age, 
being  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Highland  County  bank,  of 
Greenfield,  in  1867,  and  its  president  for  many  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Seventy-third  Ohio  regiment  during  the  civil  war  and 
was  wounded  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Maxwell  Miller, 
youngest  of  the  brothers,  was  also  a soldier  and  served  in  the 
Eighteenth  Ohio  during  the  civil  Avar.  He  became  a farmer  in  Illi- 
nois and  died  in  1900.  Ellen,  the  eldest  of  the  two  sisters,  married 
Seth  Langdon,  who  died  in  the  early  sixties.  Alice  became  the  wife 
of  H.  S.  Fullerton,  who  joined  the  First  regiment  of  Ohio  artillery 
and  while  in  service  contracted  a disease  that  caused  his  death.  Lud- 
low D.  Miller,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Greenfield  and 
wTas  attending  the  South  Salem  academy  when  the  civil  war  opened 
in  the  spring  of  1861.  He  enlisted  in  the  First  regiment  Ohio  heavy 
artillery  which  was  first  sent  to  Kentucky  and  afterward  located  at 
J ohnson’s  Island  as  guard  for  the  prisoners  at  that  place.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler has  a distinct  recollection  of  the  time  spent  there,  as  it  included 
the  famous  cold  Hew  Year’s  day  of  1864,  which  became  historic 
throughout  the  Union  on  account  of  the  wide  prevalence  of  an  exceed- 
ingly severe  temperature.  To  his  exposure  on  that  memorable  day 
Mr.  Miller  attributes  the  severe  attack  of  rheumatism  from  which 
he  never  entirely  recovered.  Within  a few  wreeks  after  his  return 
from  the  war,  he  was  married  to  Mary  M.,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Hitchcock,  a native  of  Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  who  came  to  Ohio 
about  1840  and  engaged  in  fanning  on  the  land  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Miller.  The  family  of  Mrs.  Miller  can  trace  their  ancestry  back  to 
the  early  half  of  the  seventeenth  century,  when  Luke  Hitchcock  came 
from  Warwick  county,  Eng.,  and  founded  the  American  branch. 
His  descendants  include  many  names  prominent  in  the  history  of  the 
colonies  and  the  states,  both  in  war  and  peace.  Among  these  may 
be  mentioned  Charles  Dudley  Warner,  the  noted  writer;  Grover 
Cleveland,  ex-president  of  the  Union,  and  Ethan  Allen  Hitchcock, 
secretary  of  the  interior  in  the  present  administration.  Luke  Hitch- 
cock, great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Miller,  held  a commission  as  captain 
in  the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  On  her 
mother’s  side,  also,  Mrs.  Miller  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  her 
ancestry.  Her  grandfather,  John  Proud,  came  from  his  native  state 
of  New  Jersey  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  bought 
government  land,  the  family  tradition  being  that  he  paid  for  most  of 
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it  in  deerskins.  However  this  may  be,  his  daughter  Matilda  mar- 
ried  bamuel  Hitchcock  and  became  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Ludlow  D 
Miller,  who  inherited  the  homestead  of  her  parents  and  made  it  the 
subsequent  residence  of  herself  and  husband.  After  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Ludlow  D.  Miller  located  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  about  ten  years.  Afterward 
he  was  in  business  for  a while  at  Cincinnati,  but  finally  abandoned 
cock  lmCantt  6 16®  u and.3ettled  down  permanently  on  the  old  Hitch- 
Mr  Mm  "t  T he  embarked  in  farminS  and  stock-raising, 
skm  ^ ,baS  Sefed  as  a niember  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Buck- 
shn  township  As  a veteran  of  the  civil  war,  he  fraternizes  with 

Jelilns  o'-  e+S-at  th?  ?Mnd  Ar^  Po^  in  South  Salem,  and  the 
of  the  same“DS  * are  with  the  Presbyterian  church 

^ iarnL.  Miller,  who  ranks  as  Ross  county’s  leading  stockman 

ofns^rwhe^hc'™3  b°rn •?  1116  °ld  astral  homestead,  which  he 
owns  and  where  he  now  resides,  on  the  25th  of  Januarv  1 817  xt:„ 

ortTil^ImThtmahtami  nd  ^ (Herbert)  Miller,  the  former  W 

county, ZCTpriK  ^ mi’  1S0:;’  8n(|  thc  latter  “ Pickaway 

iam  L Miller  1“  n’  ,10*  Tlle  Paternal  grandparents  of  Will- 
Te  boA  nad^s  of  IS8  k (Pi^  Miller,  who 

that  state  June  22,  1769  an/of  theTn  of  .the.former  occurring  in 
about  the  year  1800  and  after  d latter  Apnl  13,  1772.  It  was 
from  Kentucky  to  Ross  countv  Fo™  \nar‘‘ag°  tbat  they  emigrated 
was  then  known  as  Chillicothe  StatL bort  time  they  located  at  what 
father  purchased  secdon twent y-t£  n ^ 

ately  removed  his  family  to  thil  fn  l ^reen  township  and  immedi- 

force  of  character  S'  at  t f rT-6'  He  was  a ma»  of  great 
occurred  October  22  1806  lie  'me  °f<  'I*  accidental  death,  which 
* tannery  nearTia^S  ^ “ T™** 
prises  of  a valuable  nature  tn  ti,„  • * e l various  other  enter- 

reside  on  the  homestead  and  thJ  ^i  ,Hl1s  widow  continued  to 
those  trying  times,  she  succeed  in  v"”  incident  to 

dren.  After  a long  and  useful  life  S he[  famdv  of  eight  chil‘ 
1851.  The  youngest  child  in  this  f -i  Paased  away  September  19, 
father  of  the*  subject  of  this  sketch  ^TT " °f  C'gbt  j’as  Abraham,  the 
conformity  to  the  usaees  of  that  W8S  reared  and  schooled  in 

h.m.  of  hi,  birtl,.  oTri™,  . 7 uLT‘  b"  « «» 

Herbert,  and  to  this  union  xi-aZ  v 1834’  16 ,was  married  to  Lydia 
November  19,  1834;  Ilezekiah  ,ten  children.  George  W., 

the  subject  of  this  sketch  Januarv T^V885  ; William  L’> 
1838;  Anna  C.,  March  28  1840  T Mary  E.,  August  4, 

and  Amos  B.,  May  7,  1850,  all*  of  whn,!  ’ JoBeph»  APril  1848> 

’ 0t  whom  ^ew  to  maturity  except 
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Isaac.  The  father  continued  to  reside  on  the  old  homestead  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  January  13,  1856.  The  wife  and  mother 
survived  him  until  July  1,  1872,  when  she  also  passed  away.  Will- 
iam L.  Miller  spent  his  youth  on  the  farm,  attending  the  district 
school  in  the  winter,  and  thus  secured  a fair  education.  He  soon 
developed  an  aptitude  for  handling  stock  and  to  this  branch  of  rural 
life  he  has  devoted  the  most  of  his  attention.  Today  he  is  reckoned 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  as  well  as  extensive  stock  dealers  in 
southern  Ohio.  The  writer  of  this  sketch  found  him  busily  engaged 
in  classifying  a herd  of  500  hogs,  and  was  told  that  he  is  also  an  exten- 
sive dealer  in  cattle.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  thousands  of  acres  of 
real  estate  in  this  and  other  states,  and  is  apparently  in  the  prime  of 
his  activities,  for  the  years  have  dealt  lightly  with  him,  and  he  bids 
fair  to  remain  an  active  factor  in  the  industrial  life  of  Ross  county 
for  many  years  to  come.  On  April  28,  1860,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Rosanna  Betz,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (Baker)  Betz, 
the  former  born  in  Union  county,  Pa.,  December  2,  1810,  and  the 
latter  in  the  same  county  September  15,  1816.  Mrs.  Miller  was 
born  in  Union  county,  Pa.,  November  10,  1834,  and  emigrated  to 
Ross  county  with  her  parents  and  later  accompanied  them  to  Wood- 
ford county,  111.,  where  she  was  residing  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
To  this  union  were  bom  two  children:  William  B.  Elsworth,  who 

died  in  infancy,  and  Ida  May,  born  February  4,  1864,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  John  J.  Oliver  October  28,  1880.  Mr.  Oliver  is  a native  of 
Ross  county,  Ohio,  bom  August  20,  I860.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver 
have  four  children : Louis  M.,  born  J anuarv  4,  1882 ; Clem.  J., 

bom  January  4,  1884;  Ola  M.,  born  July  23,  1886,  and  Rosanna  J., 
bom  June  6,  1889.  Mrs.  Miller,  the  wife  and  mother,  died  Febru- 
ary 27,  1899.  She  was  a lady  of  exceptional  virtues  and  a lifelong 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  church.  This  sketch  would  not 
be  complete  without  due  reference  to  Mr.  Miller’s  private  and  public 
life.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  ably  assisted  his  mother  in 
the  management  of  the  large  estate.  Later  he  began  to  deal  exten- 
sively in  live  stock  and  his  excellent  judgment  and  skill  in  this  line 
of  work  not  only  brought  him  wealth  but  also  attracted  attention  all 
over  the  state  and  as  a result  in  1893  Governor  McKinley  appointed 
and  commissioned  him  as  one  of  the  three  members  of  the  Board  of 
Live  Stock  Commissioners  of  Ohio,  for  a term  of  three  years,  and 
his  superior  services  in  that  official  position  have  been  acknowledged 
by  each  succeeding  governor  down  to  and  including  Governor  Nash, 
all  of  whom  have  reappointed  him  as  his  terms  of  office  have  expired 
and  at  this  writing  he  is  a member  of  that  honorable  board.  During 
the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago  in  1893,  he  was 
appointed  to  represent  Ohio  as  a member  of  the  Advisory  Council  of 
World’s  Congress  Auxiliary  on  farm  culture.  Politically  he  is  a 
11-39 
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Republican.  In  Freemasonry  he  has  taken  all  the  degrees  from 
entered  apprentice  up  to  and  including  the  32d  degree,  including  the 
Knight  Templar  and  Scottish  Rite  degrees.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  order  of  Elks.  His  home  and  surroundings  are  of  a substan- 
tial character,  well  adapted  and  equipped  as  an  up-to-date  stock  farm. 
As  a citizen,  Mr.  Miller  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  friends 
and  neighbors. 


Ephraim  H.  Minear  was  born  in  Yellowbud,  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
November  25,  1840.  His  parents  were  William  and  Margaret 
> 0 s'  ^fmear>  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Union  township 
in  1815.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  spent  his  whole  life  on 
the  same  place.  Besides  Ephraim  Minear.  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
there  were  two  other  children,  Elizabeth  and  Pelitha,  both  of  whom 
ie  in  in  ancy.  The  father  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-five, 
h!s  widow  surviving  until  1868.  Their  son  Ephraim  lived  in  Yel- 
ov\  uc  oi  ve  years  and  then  went  to  work  in  the  country  at  a salary 

STf  fv  n °l  dfteen  dollars  « year.  August  11,  1862,  he 
enlisted  at  lellowbud  in  Company  K,  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  infantry, 

hilit  After  serving  one  year,\  he  was  discharged  for  disa- 

wnter’s1 ilt Tf-  \°  hlS  l°-me  in  0hio-  He  then  'earned  the  car- 
thereaftpr  * n '\f1C  ,Wfo  113  means  °f  livelihood  for  many  years 
hfe  ^ riw?D  ,Mrh  18’  1?68’  hc  was  ™™ed  to  Ellen  Gamble, 
survivor  W C ‘rfr?r  7 dled  in  infancy  and  Fletcher,  the  only 

and  Mr’  Minear  Ch,1!7*e-  Jl‘e  *"*  wife  died  March  18,  1881, 
i ; Minear  married  Ida  Madden  September  26  1885  Their 

Pkce  he  wafannninteT^V0  And?rso™1,<b  Ross  county,  of  which 
two  ye^  and  in  1 si/0  er  10  1889'  He  held  Place  for 
In  1886  he  was  elei  f 7®?  7[’P0,nted  V President  McKinley, 
positionever  since  S 6t  t £“  .townshiP  a"d  has  retained  that 

has  been  a member  o/ 7®  V Stanch  RePoblican  and  he 
oeen  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  since  1857. 

Chillico, be  form,,  chi,(  j„,ic.  „f  th. 

county,  Ohio,  JanuaiT  l9  1 /T  ]UnSt’  was  ^ in 

origin  and  accompanied  Willifm  Penn  7777°^  W<7  °f  E"glish 
Quakers.  A branch  of  tlm  -Pn  -i  e?n  to  t ns  c°untrv  as  devout 
whence  Ellis  Minshall  the  ®3*ksequently  settled  in  Virginia, 

1*00.  te  ?]■“>  f"1  ,h* 

state.  After  the  death  of  hi  Z . 1812  as  a soldier  from  this 
sketch  spent  about  te  tears “ 'T  the  of  ^is 

he  attended  Mt.  Pleasant  A earl  ^ ln  a woolen  factory,  after  which 
MM.  A,  tbe  h,“7  “ ™,il 

““ “P”V  k*  M.  b;7X™gt,pUHu?,ta 
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legal  training  was  obtained  in  the  law  office  of  S.  L.  Wallace,  of 
Chillicothe,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the  supreme  court  in 
1861.  Almost  immediately  thereafter  Ft.  Sumter  was  fired  upon, 
and  President  Lincoln  called  for  volunteers.  Young  Minshall  was 
one  of  the  first  to  respond  and  on  April  20,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  C,  Twenty-second  regiment  Ohio  volunteers,  for 
the  three  months’  service,  and  by  the  time  he  was  mustered  out  on 
August  29  following  he  had  been  promoted  to  sergeant-major  of  the 
regiment  He  immediately  returned  home  and  began  raising  Com- 
pany H,  Thirty-third  regiment,  and  on  October  14,  1861,  re-entered 
the  service  of  his  country,  this  time  as  captain  of  infantry,  and  con- 
tinued to  serve  in  this  capacity  for  the  full  period  of  his  enlistment 
until  mustered  out  in  October,  1864.  His  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  Fourteenth  army  corps,  and  he  was  with  his  command  in  the 
hotly  contested  battles  of  Perryville,  Stone  River,  Hoover’s  Gap, 
Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Ringgold,  Resaca,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  and  Peachtree  Creek,  and  in  many  minor  engagements 
of  the  Atlanta  campaign  as  well  as  Jonesboro  and  the  siege  of 
Atlanta.  For  some  time  prior  to  the  capture  of  Atlanta  he  had  held 
command  of  his  regiment.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  serv- 
ice he  returned  to  Chillicothe  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1864  he  Avas  elected  to  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney 
of  Ross  county  but  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  declined  a renom- 
ination in  order  that,  he  might  devote  all  his  time  and  energy  to  civil 
practice  in  which  he  became  very  successful.  In  1876  he  was  elected 
judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  the  Ross,  Highland  and  Fay- 
ette subdivision  of  the  Fifth  judicial  circuit  to  fill  a vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  Judge  Thomas  Gray,  and  Avas  re-elected  for  the  full 
term  in  1878  and  again  in  1883.  In  1885  he  Avas  elected  to  the 
supreme  bench  and  in  1890  Avas  again  nominated  by  his  party  and 
elected ; and  in  1895,  the  term  having  been  changed  to  six  years,  he 
was  re-elected  for  the  term  ending  in  1902,  serving  the  last  year  of 
this  term  as  chief  justice.  His  opinions  Avere  of  a high  order  and 
are  to  be  found  in  Volumes  44  to  65,  inclusive,  of  the  Ohio  State 
Reports.  Judge  Minshall  has  now  retired  from  the  more  active 
duties  of  life  and  is  taking  the  rest  lie  has  so  honorably  earned.  FeAv 
of  Ohio’s  noble  sons  haA^e  done  more  to  leave  their  impress  upon  the 
state  and  the  present  generation  than  he.  A man  of  retiring  dispo- 
sition, unassuming  habits  and  strict  integrity,  he  has  justly  earned 
the  esteem  of  his  felloAv  men  in  every  effort  of  his  long  and  useful 
life.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1873,  he  Avas  united  in  marriage  with 
Julia  EAving  Pearson,  of  Chillicothe,  Avhere  he  has  resided  since 
1861. 

Jacob  B.  MoomaAv,  a veteran  of  the  civil  Avar  and  substantial 
farmer,  Avas  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  near  Fruitdale,  in  1827. 
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His  father,  Henry  Moomaw,  a native  of  Virginia,  born  in  1791, 
carne  to  Ross  county  about  the  year  1813 ; settled  in  Paint  township 
"where  he  cultivated  a farm  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1871 ; and  reared  a family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
seven  were  sons  and  only  two  of  these  are  still  living.  Those  called 
away  were  George  W.,  John  H.,  Allen,  Henry  and  Nelson  B.  The 
second  of  these  gave  three  sons  to  the  Union  army  to  uphold  the 
cause  of  the  government  during  the  civil  war.  Silas  Moomaw,  the 
fourth  son  in  order  of  birth,  is  at  present  occupying  the  old  home- 
stead place.  Jacob  B.  Moomaw  grew  to  manhood  in  Paint  township 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that  locality.  From- his 
earliest  boyhood  he  was  accustomed  to  work  on  the  farm  and  that  has 
teen  his  occupation  throughout  life.  About  1852  he  was  married  to 
Va, 't;  C"’  daughter  of  John  Morton,  of  Buckskin  township.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moomaw  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  all 
are  living  except  William  Henry,  the  second  born.  John  A. 

faXer  of  P6-  !keSt  S?n’  married  Sarah  Reighle  and  is  a leading 
i®™®  i Rfint  township.  Anna  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Ellen- 

cS  r FaJ  C?Unty"  Franklin  M.  married  Ida,  daughter  of 

TseTwXS’  Member  °fT  old  familv  of  Twin  township.  In 
882  Jacob  B Moomaw  enlisted  in  Company  H.  Eighty-nintli  regi- 

ST*  2“  f"— Tli,  ,„L',nd  S 

IV  , T . Denm™  <md  sent  from  there  directly  to 

Kentucky.  Later  it  was  ordered  into  West  Virginia  and  took  Dart 

ro\rPMf\f  thl>t  ,the  m<>l,ntainous  regions  south  of 

tne  Ohio.  Mr.  Moomaw’s  healtli  broke  doivn  as  the  result  of  con- 

Sv  frem'wWch  b 1863  ‘r  WaS  discharSed  »<*ount  of  disa- 

™ which  he  never  afterward  entirely  recovered  After 
Sf l6d  d°Wn  and  spent  all 

is  a memt of  die Zte • “Vi  cultivati°m  Mr.  Moomaw 
Irwin  post  of  the  framl  a euan  church  at  South  Salem  and  J.  C. 
m Post  01  the  ^land  Army  of  the  Republic. 

He  is  a son  of  Jacob  B 1!?'*  lnterefts  of  Ross  county, 
much  esteemed  citizen.  His  mother  a ,V6teran  the  clyil  war  and 
C.  Morton,  was  the  daughl f’^hose  maiden  name  was  Vashti 

noted  Morton  -family  of  that  state  that  Too/  .Carolina’  of  the 

patriot  side  of  the  Revolutionary  war  Tb X fpr°.™me,?t  part  on  the 

from  Ireland  as  a result  of  religions  nPJ  /al"1?  originally  came 
olution  migrated  to  the  Northwest  Terr.T^'T'8’  a”d  after  t,le  Rev' 
curse  of  human  slavery.  John  A \rn„l  7 t0  -Ret,  awa-y  from  the 

"JUTS  **.■£  .el“ s 
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on©  of  the  grand  army  engaged  in  its  advancement.  In  1873  he 
took  charge  of  a school  which  he  taught  with  success  and  since  then 
has  been  in  constant  touch  with  teachers  and  their  work.  He  is 
known  all  over  the  county  as  a successful  and  enthusiastic  educator, 
having  had  charge  of  schools  in  many  different  townships.  Nor  have 
his  efforts  in  this  useful  calling  been  confined  to  his  native  county. 
The  neighboring  county  of  Fayette  has  had  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Moomaw’s  skill  and  experience,  with  the  result  of  extending  and 
confirming  his  reputation  as  a teacher.  As  the  township  trustees  in 
Ohio  are  intimately  connected  with  the  schools,  it  was  natural  that 
when  a vacancy  occurred  in  this  office  in  Paint  township,  Mr. 
Moomaw’s  name  should  be  suggested  for  the  place.  He  was  accord- 
ingly appointed  and  in  1899  was  regularly  elected  to  the  position  by 
the  popular  vote.  Since  then,  as  trustee  of  his  native  township,  he 
has  been  able  to  demonstrate  his  administrative  ability  and  famil- 
iarity with  the  needs  of  the  school  system.  Still  other  and  higher 
recognition  in  the  same  line  came  to  Mr.  Moomaw  when  he  was 
elected  by  the  Chillicothe  presbytery  to  membership  of  the  board  of 
education  of  the  Salem  academy.  He  has  also  found  time  to  pay 
some  attention  to  politics  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  sensible 
advisers  in  all  that  concerns  the  local  organization  of  his  party.  In 
1881,  Mr.  Moomaw  was  married  to  Sarah  Reighle,  of  Bainbridge, 
whose  mother  was  a member  of  the  well  known  Dewey  family  of 
Pennsylvania  origin.  Their  eldest  son,  who  gives  promise  of  great 
future  usefulness,  is  one  of  the  brightest  students  at  the  Salem  acad- 
emy, of  which  institution  he  will  soon  become  a graduate.  Mr. 
Moomaw  is  a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  Modem  Woodmen 
of  America.  The  entire  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  Mr.  Moomaw  has  long  been  an  elder. 

George  Bernard  Moore,  of  Chillicothe,  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive  business  men  of  that  thriving  city.  He  is  a native  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  born  December  3,  1854.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of 
Irish  descent.  His  grandfather  Moore,  a native  of  the  County 
Donegal,  Ireland,  emigrated  with  ten  brothel's  and  one  sister  to 
America  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  and  located  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  met  and  married  a young  lady  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  Virginia.  In  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  March,  1835,  there  was  bora  to  this  union  a son,  George  B. 
Moore,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  .He  was  reared  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  after  maturity  was  married  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  died  at  Cincinnati  in  1895.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Warren, 
was  born  in  Melbourne,  Derbyshire,  England,  in  1837.  Six  of  their 
children  are  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Emma  Webb,  of  Cincinnati;  Mrs. 
Annie  Price  of  Cincinnati,  and  four  brothers,  George  B.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  Charles,  Edward  and  John.  George  B.  spent  his  boy- 
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hood  days  in  Cincinnati,  attended  the  city  schools,  and  when  quite 
young  entered  the  firm  of  J.  R.  Mills  & Co.,  and  perfected  his  knowl- 
e ge  of  the  printer  s trade,  serving  three  years  as  foreman  in  that 
establishment.  This  firm  going  out  of  business  compelled  Mr.  Moore 
to  seek  employment  elsewhere,  and  as  a result  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  well  known  firm  of  A.  H.  Pugh  & Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  who 
remained  with  them  until  1882,  when  impaired  health  required  him 
to  seek  a change  and  he  located  permanently  in  Chillicothe.  Here 
he  has  met  with  marked  success  in  his  printing  and  stationary  estab- 
lishment and  today  stands  second  to  none  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people,  not  only  as  to  the  excellent  character  of  his  line  of  work  but 
a so  as  an  estimable  citizen.  In  1881  he  was  married  to  Mary  Lau- 
rentine  Poland,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Elizabeth  (Rigney)  Poland, 
old  a„d  respected  residents  of  Chillicothe.  Her  father  was  born  near 

lite  n u ’ ,and  .dled  some  .Tears  ago  after  a long  and  useful 
Ohio  M hono!ed  Cltl^n-  Her  mother  was  a native  of  Zanesville, 
Ma^  wL  and  Mrs-  ^°°re  have  four  children:  Elizabeth  Poland, 
SVt  ’ *^ar  a»d  Marguerite  Mary.  Socially  the 

Mr  Moore  f Ugh’  r“  f , are  members  of  the  Catholic  church. 
America  and  ^theJ«dor  °f  Elks'  Modern  Woodman  of 

achieved' sucee  - 1C"  v,-  i perseverance  and  industry  he  has 

"d  * — »k“ ta 

for^tefveam  with  tLP^uar  railroad  employe  at  Chillicothe, 

„ t Baltimore  & Ohio,  is  a native  of  Ross  countv 

Tayki  M„rl  ei0re  l™’  H'S  ^“dfathcr,  known  as  Col. 
infancy  and  subse'oiientl  ' *°  Eoss  co,inty  by  his  parents  in 

lie  affairs  TWhfJl  beC‘T  <ll,ite  n°ted  in  connection  with  pub, 

ness  for  politics  and  parriripated  2S  in  Ilml'caP’™1  ^ 

in  diir^aiCwaVsaXn  ^ gained  consTdeSS 

never  accept  office.  He  married  TT  )^.e0'l'<l  a candidate  but  would 
Boss  county  family  bv  whom  he  1 Eaus’  member  of  an  old 

daughter.  Amomr  the  forme  . af  a ^ami.v  °f  five  sons  and  one 
bred  and  educated  in  Ross  countvS«° T Damef  ,JosePh  who  was  born, 
her  citizens.  Like  his  father  h;  ”d  Spent  ns  whole  life  as  one  of 
ing,  but  in  addition  to  this  he  did1!1”  °ccuPat,on  was  that  of  farm- 
builder.  Joseph  Moore  mar  ri  A!  “mT1  as  a contractor  and 
parents  of  four  children  of  whon"  Wheeler  and  they  became  the 
Chillieotlie,  Alfert  i V“lro*d  “ 

Elersie  Rresbach,  of  Halkvillo  n ’ v Anna  is  the  wife  of 

these  children,  w^  B‘  Moore,  the  eldest  of 

4,  1871.  He  attended  the  nebrhh  i S]lP’,Eoss  county,  December 
the  farn  work  until  his  twentieth  vem'°0d  Scllo?ls,and  assisted  with 

• was  reached,  when  he  decided 
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to  devote  his  life  to  the  railroad  service.  He  obtained  employment 
in  an  humble  capacity  with  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  company,  with 
which  he  has  since  continued,  working  his  way  up  until  he  reached 
the  position  of  freight  conductor.  He  is  regarded  as  a safe  and 
faithful  employe,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  those  above  and  the 
good  will  of  those  below  him  in  the  service.  That  he  has  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow  workmen  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was  elected  secre- 
tary of  lodge  No.  243,  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Trainmen.  Novem- 
ber 29,  1893,  he  was  married  to  Ella  McKenna,  a young  lady  of 
Cincinnati,  and  their  children  are  Carl,  Lucile  and  Cecil. 

Henry  V.  Morris,  land-owner  and  dealer  in  stock  on  an  extensive 
scale,  with  residence  at  Adelplii,  has  led  an  active  and  strenuous  life 
from  the  period  of  his  boyhood.  His  efforts  have  been  crowned  with 
success  and  few  men  of  his  age  can  point  to  more  accomplished  in 
the  same  length  of  time.  He  is  a grandson  of  Henry  O.  and  Charity 
(Shelby)  Morris,  who  settled  in  Pickaway  county  in  the  early  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  Henry  O.  Morris  was  a fanner  and 
stoekraiser  and  accumulated  a body  of  land  amounting  to  some  eight 
hundred  acres.  He  Avas  highly  esteemed  as  a citizen,  held  various 
township  offices  and  exercised  an  influence  which  always  attends 
upon  probity  of  character.  Both  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  church,  and  each  lived  to  an  unusually  advanced 
age,  he  dying  in  IS 69,  when  eighty-six  years  old,  and  liis  wife  in 
1875  while  completing  her  ninety-second  year.  They  had  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters,  none  of  whom  are  now  living  with  the 
exception  of  Reason  Morris.  The  latter  was  born  in  Pickaway 
county,  October  S,  1827,  and  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father 
as  a farmer  and  stoekraiser.  In  his  youth,  before  the  advancing 
railroads  destroyed  that  business  in  Ohio,  he  drove  cattle  over  tho 
mountains  to  the  eastern  markets  and  later  joined  the  herders  in 
the  West.  His  life  of  activity  and  adventure  brought  him  some 
accumulations.  He  married  Harriet,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
(Metzger)  Pontious,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  became  pioneers 
of  Pickaway  and  reared  a family  of  eight  children  of  whom  three 
are  living.  By  a coincidence  often  remarked  upon,  Reason  Morris 
had  the  same  number  of  children  as  his  father  and  also  divided  simi- 
larly as  to  sex.  His  seven  sons  and  three  daughters  are  all  living 
and  have  become  useful  men  and  women  in  their  different  spheres  of 
life.  Henry  Y.  was  born  in  the  county  and  township  of  Pickaway 
January  9,  1863.  He  was  eager  to  meet  the  duties  and  risks  of  life 
and  began  business  for  himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  From  that 
time  on  he  has  given  his  attention  to  farming  in  all  its  branches, 
with  especial  care  to  raising,  breeding,  buying  and  selling  of  stock. 
He  has  been  a handler  of  horses  nearly  all  his  life,  not  only  by  pur- 
chase and  sale  but  by  utilizing  them  in  livery  and  transportation. 
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Mr.  Morris  was  not  neglectful  of  realty  as  he  went  along,  but  has 
invested  in  land  from  time  to  time  until  his  holdings  amount  to  471 
acres,  lying  partly  in  Ross  and  partly  in  Pickaway  counties.  He 
came  to  Adelphi  in  1896,  where  he  owns  a fine  residence  and  livery 
barn,  being  one  of  the  well-to-do  men  of  the  place,  and  feeling  a 
jus  i a e pride  in  the  fact  that  he  made  his  own  property.  His 
real  estate  in  Ross  county  consists  of  271  acres  of  land  in  different 

tn™nWymg^  Co  era.ln  t0"'IlshiP  on  the  Adelphi  and  Hallsville 
rnpike,  and  lie  also  lias  200  acres  in  Pickaway  county.  Mr.  Mor- 

findl'reW*  T a“?  grandffhe''’  is  Democratic  in  politics.  He 
675  S °nf  T.i1”811168?  by  membershiP  of  Adelphi  lodge,  No. 

£ fwt  1 Ff'r3'  Jamia^  22>  1885>  be  was  married  to 
Eva,  dau  hter  of  Abraham  and  Maiy  (Bartey)  Long,  of  Westerville, 

first  and  ^ * -horn  Iva  and  Nolan  L„  the 

Mlim  ki”»'  h„ 

‘sf  °i  "■* 

aSS  to  J*“  <'Y,l‘;*m”n)  “»««',  kolk  native,  of  K^couTtf 
™“vSTvi“i;f>>Sf'*'  (Knotvls)  Hotter,  both 

and  snent  the  ’rl  ,tne  to  Ross  c°nnty  about  the  year  1800 
wT.“  * ,S„:?v  Motto  deiit  i„  fine 

Of  those  animals.  HedS  in  Ro  “ f68*  station  as  a judge 

followed  him  about  two  years  h erC°lnf  f.^,1830  and  his  wife 

Ross  county  in  1822  became  a * , Austin  Motter  was  born  in 

donderry,  and  died  at  theTif  ln  Chillicothe  and  Lon- 

daughter  of  Jolm  W Ld  W,1  re^PT?raCei  *"  18.79:  His  ™ a 
of  New  Jersey  and  the  latter  of  Gi^  T * Wllhamson>  the  former 
came  to  Ross  bounty  in  1814  ,5  G7enbr,er  county,  W.  Va„  who 
Williamson  was  a notable  d ,thelr  da>'s. here-  John  W. 

at  Londonderry,  and  was”  verv*  uentla*  built  the  first  hotel 
shrewd  and  tactful  and  icrm  ' “ccessful  in  that  business ; was 

under  J ackson  and  other  presidents  holrP*1^  Was  Postmaster 
years.  He  was  intimate  with  A cn^  rf  “ ab^“y- 

Allen  and  other  prominent  meii  of  i t r.Tlmrman>  Governor 

but  he  survived  until  Ae  vcai  mi  T\-  ^ wifo  died  in  1S74> 
of  deputy  sheriff  for  four'  vears  bis  r'r  ? M°tter  beld  the  office 
the  prisoners.  He  died  in'iS79  v V ,h.lef  d"^v  being  to  look  after 
a family  of  six  children  of  whom  f “S  w!*e  survives-  They  had 
reared  in  Londonderr^  and  edn,  * ^ ™ livin£-  Dr.  Motter  was 
He  began  the  studv  of  Tnedietne  wid,’ hlihc°the  bigh  school. 
1.873,  was  graduated  from  the  Ohio^TtS)'-  I?omas  Darabee  and,  in 
since  which  time  he  has  been in  JZ  ^ C°lleSe  in  Cincinnati, 
1883  he  was  married  to  Ida  M u 6 bractice  at  Londonderry.  In 
8 M ■’  dmShter  of  Joseph  and  Abigail 
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(Ring)  Faust,  the  former  of  Germany  and  the  latter  a descendant  of 
Ross  county  pioneers.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Faust  settled  at  Lancas- 
ter, Ohio,  and  died  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  one  hundred  and  one 
years.  Dr.  Motter  and  wife  have  two  children,  Edwin  Cameron  and 
Jettie  M.  The  Doctor  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  educational 
matters  and  has  been  a member  of  the  school  board  for  sixteen  years, 
serving  as  president  most  of  the  time.  He  now  owns  the  old  home- 
stead of  Dr.  J ames  Gillespie,  who  was  an  uncle  of  J ames  G.  Blaine. 
Dr.  Gillespie  kept  the  first  postoffice  at  the  place  and  it  wTas  named 
in  his  honor. 

Thomas  I.  Murphy,  of  the  wholesale  liquor  firm  of  Frank  Murphy 
& Co.,  was  bom  in  Chillicothe  August  15,  1856.  His  parents  were 
Patrick  and  Mary  (King)  Murphy,  both  natives  of  Ireland.  The 
father  came  to  America  in  1846  and  settled  in  Chillicothe,  the 
mother  not  arriving  until  four  years  later.  They  were  married  in 
their  native  country,  whrjre  Frank,  Mary  and  Lizzie  were  born  before 
the  emigration.  The  other  three  children,  Kate,  Thomas  and  John, 
were  bom  after  the  arrival  in  Chillicothe  Patrick  Murphy  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  with  his  half-brother,  Martin  O’Neil,  on 
Water  street.  All  their  stock,  however,  was  consumed  in  the  disas- 
trous fire  of  1852,  and  after  this,  Patrick  was  employed  in  various 
ways  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  working  most  of  the  time  as  a common 
laborer.  He  died  May  17,  1874,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  his 
wife  surviving  him  until  April  7,  1881,  when  she  expired  in  her 
seventy-first  year.  Of  their  six  children,  four  are  still  living.  John 
died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  Frank,  in  early  youth, 
engaged  as  a clerk  with  the  firm  of  James  Boulgcr  & Co.,  wholesale 
grocers  and  liquor  dealers;  remained  with  this  house  for  twelve 
years;  then  purchased  the  grocery  and  liquor  business  owned  by 
Hugh  McCurry  and  conducted  it  until  his  death,  on  September  6, 
1901,  the  day  of  the  assassination  of  President  McKinley.  In  1882, 
Thomas  I.  Murphy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  became  a partner  in 
the  business,  and  since  Frank’s  death  he  has  continued  the  same.  In 
the  spring  of  1890,  the  firm  purchased  the  building  now  occupied 
by  their  large  stock.  Frank  married  Miss  Piatt,  of  West  Liberty, 
who  only  survived  about  a year  after  marriage.  Thomas  I.  Murphy 
was  educated  in  the  Chillicothe  public  schools.  When  fifteen  years 
old  he  engaged  as  a clerk  with  his  brother  Frank  and  has  always 
followed  this  line  of  work.  Both  he  and  his  brother  Frank  were 
successful  business  men,  possessing  universal  confidence  and  the 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  them.  Mr.  Murphy  married  Miss  Annie 
Hydell,  daughter  of  Anton  and  Annie  Hydeil,  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many. Her  father,  who  was  a moulder  by  trade,  died  in  Chilli- 
cothe, but  the  mother  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Murphy  only  lived  a 
couple  of  years  after  her  marriage  when  she  died,  leaving  one  child 
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DhvCi<;  » 7 fnly  ahout  a after  its  mother's  death.  Mr.  Mur- 
held  various  offiei  [eco^.izec*  influence  in  the  Democratic  party,  has 
the  city  board  of  eleo^1  1°nST?I1(?  serveA  eight  years  as  a member  of 
churck  Of  the  distil  f ^ mfmber  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
household  • Marv  ia  tl  * °\i  r’  Afurpby,  Kate  resides  in  his  own 

of  aSL"  K IS“n  E,f  ’ * r“1  “““  d»w 
Cincinnati.  *e  °*  Thomas  Surran,  a machinist  of 

opSr?  >»« «»d 

that  section  of  Ross  countv  Hi  ! !'f  ^ a/rlcultural  affairs  of 
seventy-seven  years  from  the  ti  'll  ,extf“ded  .over  a period  of 
lamented  death  in  1896  He  T®  °*  ,lrtb  in  1819  until  his 

cal  contests  and  served  ^ ^ “T*1  ?terest  in  the  local  politi- 
terms.  Entertaining  strnn  °."nsblP  board  of  trustees  several 
ent  member  of  the  First  PresWte^°US  .conv*ctlons  he  was  a consist- 
failed  to  inculcate  in  hi*  1 -m611*111  f1111*01  at  Creen field  and  never 
married  a daughter  of  the  PrecePts  of  morality.  He 

of  a numerous  mid  influenti<Tfam1h'eionihe  ^ ' Br  be/ng,  8 menlber 
ment  of  Buckskin  township  Tl.e  g Prominent  in  the  develop- 
ongin  and  were  numbered  amor,!  1 pl'°ffmt01's  were  of  Virginia 
Creek  valley.  Mr.  and  Mm  U ^ e.arilest  arrivals  in  the  Paint 
children.  Of  became  the  parents  of  five 

Anna  is  the  wife  of  George  Cone  ^f  at  Austin,  Ross  county; 
home  and  Frank  E is  in  the  o-  9 ’ °^  Missouri;  Charles  is  at 
T.  Arthur  Murray,  third  of  theg Tu ' men.t  Se,'vice  :lt  Omaha,  Heb. 

."hi.  &*«-.  f,™  z,o£r d™ of  birti.. ..P 

future  work  in  that  line  He  itte  l ,i  ,aunn"  tbat  fitted  him  for 
skin  township  and  after  reaehbl  ®1!  if  CMnmon  schools  of  Buck- 
tural  pursuits.  Though  not  neekctin  tl®  ^ engaged  in  agricul- 
paid  special  attention  to  live  stncf  f / i f g?neral  features,  he  has 
cattle  known  as  Shorthorns  He  b 8 *V  tbe  famons  breed  of 

of  success  as  a breeder  and  foedeJ f i*  • ed  a flattering  measure 
nected  with  the  local  live  stock  in  8 1 1S  "f  hnown  to  those  con- 
for  riolitics  and  has  “had  a hand” Sube  ^ bas  a taste 

gam,  being  recognized  bv  his  ml  . townsbiP  contests  of  late 
Heistdso  prominent  in  fraternal  circT^'T-®3  as  a safe  counselor, 
eral  of  the  most  popular  orders  He  b®lng  ®onnected  with  sev- 
Templar  and  McClain  lodge  KnSl  r 1gra,b.er  °f  the  Knights 
enting  his  religious  conviction  of  b'  ° /^,las  at  Greenfield, 
municant  in  the  Presbyterian  SrcK  g°°d  fatber>  he  is  a.  com- 

. Joseph  B.  Kelson,  one  of  tl,„ 

ington  tovvnship  and  for  many  vearfffininin®nt  farmers  Hunt- 

lie  business  as  incumbent  of  various  office!  '7  Tn°Cted  witb  ita  P’lb- 

anous  offices,  ,s  descended  from  a man 
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who  came  into  Ohio  with  the  pioneer  vanguard.  It  is  not  definitely 
ascertained  where  Ross  Nelson  originated,  but  it  is  known  that  he 
came  west  at  a very  early  day,  and  became  domiciled  in  Jackson 
eounty,  Ohio.  His  main  business  was  farming,  but  he  also  con- 
ducted a salt  mill  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlers  when  that  article  of 
prime  necessity  was  hard  to  get  and  very  costly.  Ross  Nelson  ended 
his  days  in  Jackson  county,  but  his  widow  survived  for  some  years 
and  eventually  died  while  visiting  her  son  in  Ross  county.  Their 
family,  which  has  long  since'  passed  away,  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing named  children:  John,  Oliver,  Samuel,  David  and  Sarah. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  sketch  only  the  fortunes  of  David,  the 
fourth  son,  will  be  followed.  He  was  bom  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio, 
in  1804,  and  about  the  time  he  reached  twenty -one  years  of  age 
settled  in  Colerain  township,  Ross  county.  He  there  met  and 
married  Hannah  Bunn,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  with  whom  he 
spent  three  more  years  in  Colerain  and  then  removed  to  Huntington 
township  for  permanent  residence  on  a farm  of  104  acres  which  he 
had  recently  purchased.  He  conducted  his  operations  with  success, 
dealt  extensively  in  stock  and  became  widely  known  both  in  Ross 
and  adjoining  counties.  He  added  to  his  real  estate  holdings  by  sev- 
eral subsequent  purchases,  but  in  1875  abandoned  farming  to  engage 
in  the  hotel  business  at  Chillicothe,  which  he  followed  twelve  years 
and  retired,  his  death  occurring  no  great  while  afterward.  His  first 
wife  had  died  during  his  residence  in  the  country  and  he  contracted 
a second  marriage  with  Mary  Ann  Whitcombe,  a native  of  Ross 
county,  who  is  now  a resident  of  Chillicothe.  By  the  first  marriage 
there  were  two  children,  William  G.,  of  Clark  county,  and  Joseph  B. 
The  latter’s  birth  occurred  December  28,  1834,  in  Ross  county,  dur- 
ing his  father’s  residence  in  Colerain  township.  He  grew  up  in 
Huntington  township  and  about  the  time  he  reached  manhood  was 
married  to  Sarah  E.  Thompson,  a native  of  Ireland.  This  lady  died 
about  two  years  after  marriage  and  several  years  subsequently  Mr. 
Nelson  married  Jane  E.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Trego, 
old  residents  of  Scioto  township.  He  then  located  in  the  farm  on 
which  he  has  since  lived  continuously  and  cultivated  with  such  suc- 
eess  as  to  give  him  rank  among  the  leading  agriculturists  in  the 
county.  May  2,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-ninth  regiment,  Ohio  National  Guard,  which  was  organized 
at  Camp  Dennison,  ordered  to  Baltimore,  May  11,  and  on  its  arrival 
assigned  to  duty  at  different  points.  The  principal  service  of  the 
regiment  during  its  absence  was  the  part  it  took  in  the  battle  of 
July  9th  at  Monocacy  Junction,  where  it  acquitted  itself  most  cred- 
itably. After  considerable  marching  in  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
the  regiment  was  returned  to  Ohio  and  mustered  out  in  August. 
Immediately  thereafter  Mr.  Nelson  came  directly  home  and  resumed 
operations  on  his  farm.  For  five  years  Mr.  Nelson  was  assessor  of 
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his  township  member  of  the  school  board  for  a long  period  town- 
W n,S'tef  f°r  t "'ee  ycars>  clerk  tw°  years  and  road^  supervisor  for 

alhslLvl  i°i'r  P S,  affairs’  and  Mr-  kelson  discharged 
woA  to  every I'™  ^ bUSineSS  SeD9e  that  eonunended  his 

child  named  Florence ‘who  (fied'^EWr  Ne.ls°n  ?ad  one 

three  children : Anna  wtfcofH  5,  there  are 

Mary  A.,  wife  of  Wdliam  AcoS'  I ft"  f Catlettsburg,  Ky. ; 
beth  wife  of  4 it'  I)  A r oi  Hllntlng*ton  township:  Eliza- 
ei n>  A'lte  ot  A-  Hmckleman,  of  Scioto  townSiir*  v 1 • 

a member  of  the  Baptist  church.  ‘ lp*  Mrs*  Aelson  13 


bor\GHighll7;StrS^  S30,1863aleH-WaS  ^2  T"  ^ 

Nelson,  who  founded  the  Ur,  m • l>863‘  Hls  grandfather,  John 

Virginia  in  the  earlv  n 7 7 7 “ R°SS  ROl,nty>  came  there  from 
Nelson,  father  of  the  subient  7 “|net«enth  century.  Marshall  T. 
in  1824,  graduated  at  the3  \r  °f  *hlS/^,eteh’  was  b°rn  at  Hillsboro 
early  life  and  was  admitted  to 7 k 7 °'*  ,codeg°>  studied  law  in 

fession  to  engage  in  the  hardwarob^ne^f  Wtertef  **  ^ ^ 
eantile  pursuits  he  retired  from  tboM  • A,  ten  years  ln  mer- 
as  an  occupation  until  his  death  in  lSsT”  W 7 farmi'nS 

cated  mainly  at  Hillsboro  rik.v,  jx  ” • G"V  Aelson  was  edu- 
je.,a  in  K.L,  “ffS  ’«»  *“'<"*  '*~1  .[*«  t»0 
for  a while  in  Highland  conntv  A ■ ^ey’lrn,ng  1°  Ohio  he  farmed 
He  was  elected  clerk  of  Buckskin  tow  v,-8  ?ettIed  at  South  Salem, 
postmaster  of  South  Salem  in  1897  both  ?f  “l  -T*  “d  aPPoi,,ted 
since  retained.  Mr.  kelson  is  n,„l’  i / ivh,ch  Positions  he  has 
Modem  Woodmen  of  America  and^tf1  t>  7 ^njgbts  °f  Pythias, 
1887,  he  was  married  to  a daughter  f%  church.  In 

South  Salem,  who  is  a member  mncer’  a merchant  of 

county.  His  father,  John  Pricer  ° f e °Jdest  families  in  Ross 
county  and  settled  on  what  afterward  }?6  Pennsylvania  to  Ross 
in  Paint  township.  Tliere  levi  Prie  6681116  ^nown  as  Pricer  Ridge, 
After  receiving  his  education  in  tk  WaS  born  ln  the  year  1829. 
South  Salem  academy,  he  followed  v ROmtnon  schools  and  at  the 
management  of  a flour  mill  ten  k ,10',s  Pursuits,  including  the 
In  1856,  h.  clerking  i„  , 

hn  eoi.imu.cl  r|,,,  b„inf  , ? Send,  Salem  and 

ested  in  agriculture.  Mr  PricerV  present  tlme,  being  also  inter- 
more  than  thirty  years  beinTfimt  pos.tn,aster  at  South  Salem  for 
In  1849  he  was  married  to  Mclvi^M °V 7 by  President  Pierce, 
ginia,  who  died  in  1802.  Air  PnV  iT'  ^oberfson,  a native  of  Vir- 

2?  *-  *•  Mm,  hold,  a pil  i”“i„  ' -r  Rob- 

The  second  on,  [,r  w E.  Pricer  . omm  ' t0,d  office  « Cincinnati. 
0,  • graduate  oi  fc*.  KedioS  Jjjfc 
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noted  medical  college  of  Philadelphia.  Emily  V.,  the  only  daugh- 
ter, is  the  wife  of  W.  Guy  Nelson,  as  previously  stated.  Mr.  Pricer 
is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  South  Salem,  of  ^hich 
he  has  been  an  elder  for  twenty-five  years. 

William  C.  Newell,  postmaster  and  mayor  of  Bainbridge,  is  a 
native  of  Highland  county,  born  in  1841.  His  father,  Samuel 
Newell,  was  a native  of  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  and  for  many  years 
was  proprietor  of  the  old  Foraker  mills  in  Highland  county.  He 
died  in  Bainbridge  in  1895.  William  C.  Newell,  the  only  sen,  was 
educated  in  Highland  county  and  had  not  reached  his  majority 
when  the  civil  war  broke  out.  He  enlisted  in  the  Sixtieth  Ohio 
infantry,  with  which  he  served  several  months,  and  then  obtained  a 
transfer  to  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  battery,  of  which  he  was  ser- 
geant, continuing  with  that  organization  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
His  whole  service  with  the  two  commands  footed  up  a period  of 
twenty-seven  months.  Returning  from  the  army,  Mr.  Newell 
engaged  in  the  milling  business  with  his  father  and  so  continued  for 
a number  of  years.  In  1876,  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Highland 
county,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1880.  In  the  spring  of 
1889  he  disposed  of  his  milling  interests,  removed  to  Bainbridge, 
Ross  county,  and  there  resumed  the  same  occupation.  After  a con- 
tinuance in  the  milling  business  for  three  or  four  years,  Mr.  Newell 
was  in  1897  appointed  postmaster  at  Bainbridge,  which  office  he  has 
since  continuously  held.  He  has  also  been  honored  by  election  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  mayor  of  Bainbridge  and  is  serving  his 
fourth  term  as  mayor  and  second  term  as  justice  of  the  peace.  In 
1882,  Mr.  Newell  was  married  to  Margaret  R.  Foraker,  sister  of 
Ohio’s  eloquent  son  and  distinguished  United  States  senator,  Hon. 
Joseph  B.  Foraker.  They  have  two  sons,  whom  they  have  named 
Frank  Foraker  and  Joseph  Benson  Newell,  respectively.  The 
religious  affiliations  of  the  family  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Mr.  Newell  is  a Knight  Templar  and  for  some  years  served 
as  commander  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Bainbridge. 

News-Advertiser: — The  first  number  of  the  Chillicothe  Adver- 
tiser was  issued  on  June  11,  1831,  a copy  of  which  is  now  on  file  in 
the  office.  It  is  a four  page  paper  with  six  columns  to  the  page,  and 
was  owned  and  edited  by  John  Hough.  In  1840  Dr.  C.  W.  Pine 
was  taken  into  partnership.  From  that  time  the  paper  had  various 
editors.  Samuel  W.  Halsey  succeeded  Hough  & Pine ; Eshelman  & 
Ballmyer  came  next,  the  latter  firm  conducted  the  paper  during  the 
war  between  the  states,  after  which  Mr.  Eshelman  moved  to  Wooster, 
Ohio,  where  he  purchased  the  Wayne  County  Democrat,  and  the 
Advertiser  passed  into  the  hands  of  Hon.  James  Emmitt,  then  a 
candidate  for  congress.  Under  Mr.  Emmitt’s  ownership  it  was 
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^am  ■Pl.ke.ancyater  Hon-  J°hn  Putnam,  who  came 
~1CT°  UP°n  retlnng  *om  the  state  legislature,  where  he  rep- 
E and 7s  i?°Unty-  ¥r‘  Putnam  soon  after  purchased  the 
Il  Su  °Wnership  the  A(lvert'ser  enjoyed  more  pros- 

Sfe  To  Sf  ir  1 Sl'eater  1,nfluence  than  lmder  any  previous 
egune.  In  18  <3  Mr.  Putnain  leased  the  Advertiser  to  become  the 

Wm‘  A”en‘  lD  his  Se  ?aP-  - 

Arch  Mai  LpPveret/nd  later  by  Sam  Ivilvert  and  Hon. 

Brownlee  yuimMr'  IntT,am  fina%  disposed  of  the  paper  to  W.  R. 
rtrounlee,  who  was  succeeded  in  1877  hv  John  Wiseman  Mr 

IZTZmu  ^ Tlr  With  average  success  until  I882',  when 
as  purchased  by  Frank  Harper  and  Geo.  F.  Hunter  both  voumr 

Sr  had  ST?,01*10'  SW  the  ownership 

per  & Hunter  too?  g°nG  f-rom  ,lad  to  "’orse>  and  when  Messrs.  Har- 
Xrso!2  1 1 P°S^sslorlthere  were  less  than  400  paying  sub- 
to  prosper  and  t \ 1 1 TOm  *^**1  da'’’  l10'v<’ver,  the  Advertiser  began 

the  Mt  Vernon  P.  1 fr.  Ilaiper  retired  to  take  charge  of 

his  father  M t f /“?  '***  ^ him  0n  the  dea*  of 
Advertiser'  longer  «i T2aV otL^ed > .1>een.  connected  with  the 

tion.  This  made  nJi.-i  cemDer,  1896,  added  a dailv  edi- 

competition  for  three  years  papers  ln.  t hillicothe,  and  after  a fierce 
behalf  of  the  New-Ee«d«ter  Co  pr°p0sitlon  *°  consolidate,  made  on 
the  Advertiser  daily  2d?  ?'>’  was  accepted,  and  in  October,  1899, 

County  WnoVSZ1,  K3  froWS  *f  •"» 

1900,  Mr.  Waddle’s  inters/ Z V * Y*  Waddle  secretary.  In 
w.  H.  Hunter,  former?  of  2 pm?'ased  b>' Hunter’s  brother, 

man  of  considerable  ability  as  an  ed!!? 25°' ^ Gazette’  « gentle- 
dation  proved  to  be  a wise  1"  „ed*tor  and  historian.  The  consoli- 
but  also  for  the  city.  The  advert?  °n  ’ ^°r  “'Crests  involved, 
double  the  number  of  p2ple 5?,!^'  ^re  enabled  to  reach 
number  of  subscribers  enabled  tlm  * me  C0St>  w x^e  increased 
facility  for  getting  out  a first  to  add  every  modem 

any  other  paper  published  in  Ohio  ’ ”pT|?‘dal®  daily>  far  ahead  of 
It  now  enjoy!  a drculatTon  aud  d^rt?168  the  Size  °f  CMHcothe. 
attained  by  a Chillicothe  newspaper  'Tn?g  J,atronage  DCTer  before 
is  as  follows : Manager,  Geor«re  {?  tt,  , fo^?e  as  no'v  organized 

city  editor,  A.  R.  \Volfe  so2?  ? l ; eAd,tor>  W-  H.  Hunter; 
Miles  Townsend ; proof  reader  Phil  H,f  ?’  A"na  Socin  : ^Porter, 
bookkeeper,  Margaret  Scheehan ?lll  7 ’ ^rt,st’  Dard  Hunter; 
John  M.  Dawley;  foreman  Chas  S V Y®’  Gforge  Ulmaier  and 

• &.  \ ogel ; machine  operators,  Mar- 
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garet  Rupel  and  Herbert  Gardner;  machinist  and  pressman,  Wm. 
Teigart;  devil,  Lewis  Henn. 

James  T).  Nichols  was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  July  8,  1830. 
His  father,  Janies  Nichols,  was  a native  of  Maryland,  who  came  to 
Ohio  in  1800  and  settled  in  Ross  county.  He  was  a miller  by  trade 
and  worked  at  that  occupation  for  about  thirty  years.  Before  he  left 
Maryland  he  married  Martha  Beard,  by  whom  he  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  whom  only  two  survive,  James  D.,  who  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  John  T.,  who  is  living  in  Texas.  The  names  of  the 
others  are  as  follows:  Addison,  Lucretia,  William,  Elizabeth, 

Margery,  Effie  J.,  Charlotte,  William  R,,  Miranda  and  Victoria. 
Besides  the  milling  business,  which  was  his  specialty,  the  father  also 
carried  on  farming  in  a general  way,  being  regarded  as  an  indus- 
trious and  upright  citizen.  His  death  occurred  in  1863,  his  wife 
only  surviving  him  about  one  year  and  dying  in  1864.  James  D., 
who  was  the  eighth  of  the  twelve  children,  attended  the  schools  of 
his  district  and  obtained  the  kind  of  education  common  to  the  youth 
of  those  days.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  twenty-three, 
after  which  he  taught  school  for  five  years.  November  19,  1859,  he 
was  married  to  Susan  Augusta,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Mel- 
vin and  Philena,  both  of  whom  are  living  at  home.  After  marriage 
Mr.  Nichols  settled  down  to  farming,  which  he  has  since  followed, 
having  lived  on  the  same  place  for  sixty-eight  years.  In  politics  Mr. 
Nichols  is  Democratic  and  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Joseph  Nichols  was  bom  in  Scioto  township,  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
July  17,  1831.  His  father,  Joseph  Nichols,  a native  of  Washing- 
ton county,  Md.,  born  May  10,  1797,  wTas  married  May  30,  1822,  to 
Elizabeth  Ann  Mossburgh,  who  was  bom  in  Maryland  on  February 
8,  1800.  In  the  year  1827  they  came  to  Ohio  and  settled  near  Chil- 
licothe,  where  Mr.  Nichols  worked  at  his  trade  as  a cooper  for  some 
time.  Eventually,  however,  he  abandoned  that  line  of  work  and 
having  purchased  land,  devoted  himself  to  farming  until  his  death 
on  April  1,  1858.  Before  leaving  Maryland,  three  children  had 
been  bora,  of  whom  Henry  and  James  are  dead  and  Mahala  is  liv- 
ing in  Illinois.  During  the  residence  in  Ohio,  the  family  was 
increased  by  the  birth  of  four  more  children,  of  whom  Charlotte  was 
bora  in  Scioto  and  Elizabeth  and  Matilda  in  Union  township.  Jos- 
eph Nichols,  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  received  the  ordinary  com- 
mon school  education  of  that  day,  and  remained  at  home  and  assisted 
his  father  until  his  marriage  to  Alice  Mary  Bateman,  which  occurred 
on  November  10,  1853.  He  first  started  out  on  a rented  farm,  but 
as  prosperity  visited  him  he  from  time  to  time  bought  land  until  he 
owned  the  169  acres  which  constitute  his  present  homestead.  Mr. 
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Nichols  has  greatly  improved  the  surroundings,  since  his  first  occu- 
psncy  in  18o8,  and  has  a very  pretty  home  overlooking  the  adjacent 
valley.  He  carries  on  general  fanning  and  raises  stock,  and  pays 
considerable  attention  to  fruit,  among  his  possessions  being  a fine 
peach  orchard  of  1,200  trees.  By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Nichols  had 
four  children:  Legrand  B.  and  William  F.,  of  Van  Wert  county; 
Alice  E.,  who  married  Levi  Rose  of  Union  county ; and  Myrtie  B., 

Sthese  P L a Tas  J-  Good  of  Clerm(>nt  c»™ty.  The  mother 

of  these  children  died  in  1803,  and  on  November  13,  1870,  Mr. 

onehchndreTarr^dTThlS  ST”d  "ife  beinS  Xailc.T  O.  Huhn.  Only 
his  father’s  nT^  0''ar<:h  was  bom  to  this  union,  and  he  lives  on 

n atrimon  l^  r-  ^ died  in  1887  and  father’s  third 

Mr  Niehol  ”“lvS  W,tb  Mai7  C-  Flesher,  on  December  29,  1889. 
to  toSi?n  tmsf01  I0®  1S.Dcmocratic  and  he  has  held  the  offices  of 
relifrious  nffll  t ’ t0WD8l,1P  assessor,  and  justice  of  the  peace.  His 

- -■ 

Chailes  H.  Noble,  a representative  farmer  of  Deerfield  town  shin 

^cM°wteS"‘i0“7ho  h,re  *">"  «P  in  K ,tS 

methods.  He  is  Carned  Ton.  agricultural  operations  by  modem 
18,  1822,  in  Ross  counts^  J^S,Ula  Nob!e>  who  was  bom  November 
ing  for  the  pursuit  whir’h  d T®  recelyed  bis  education  and  train- 

Joshua  Noble  embarked  i£  faming  TaTeTl  ^ life,1(>^  business. 

cess  in  that  line  besides  „„l,;  -•  8 at  81  ) .-y  a?e  and  obtained  suc- 

influence  in  his  communitv  TV.1*5  *1  J?osltlon  °f  prominence  and 
frequent  summons  to  hold  v • ° Public  regard  was  shown  by  his 
erally  at  the  front  wto  °US  t<WnshiP  offices  and  he  was  gen- 
improvements  of  any  kind  1^1844  ^ f°°t'  to  introdnce 

Wright,  with  whom  he  lived  most  fjlf6  marrifd  to  La™a 
1888,  he  surviving  her  thme  ve^f  a^ectlonately  until  her  death  in 
became  the  parents  of  ei-h/ST*  PaSSmg  T*7  in  1891-  They 
John,  Peter  (deceased!  1 f l ? SeVen  °f  whom  “re  living: 
township,  Nannie,  Dora’  and  Chari  r?’  Lafayette,  of.  Deerfield 
bom  in  Deerfield  township  Rr>ss  Carles  H.  Noble  was 

cated  in  the  district  schools  Sd  trT”^ f M/rch  29’  1865  ; was  edu- 
to  maturity.  In  due  time  lie  hJTf  ^ t0/f ™ work  from  boyhood 
all  of  his  working  life  to  aoricnltn/f™1  °f  0Wn  and  has  devoted 
he  was  married  to  Allie  daughter  of  January  15.  1891, 

dent  of  Deerfield  township  ^The  up  in  &pld  ®Peakman,  an  old  resi- 
four  children:  Roy,  Dora,  rS^XrJhdi"',*lirthoi 

’i,h — 
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county’s  citizenship.  The  ancestral  tree  first  took  root  in  the  “Emer- 
ald Isle,”  the  land  whose  brilliant  and  devoted  children  have  made 
it  famous  both  in  story  and  in  song.  During  the  latter  half  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  five  brothers  were  born  and  bred  near  Belfast, 
whose  names  were  James  Thomas,  Alexander,  William  and  John. 
William  became  involved  in  the  rebellion  of  the  Irish  against  Eng- 
lish tyranny,  which  took  place  in  the  closing  years  of  the  century, 
and  was  the  first  of  the  patriots  executed  in  1797.  He  was  falsely 
charged,  with  treason,  found  guilty  by  a drunken  jury  and  sentenced 
to  die  by  a hypocritical  judge.  Ilis  accuser  afterwards  acknowl- 
edged that  he  swore  falsely,  and  On*  was  offered  a reprieve  if  he 
would  confess  his  guilt.  This  he  scornfully  declined  to  do  and  was 
accordingly  executed.  This  excited  such  indignation  that  “Remem- 
ber On*!”  was  the  rallying  cry  of  the  united  Irishmen  in  the  strug- 
gle  that  followed.  “The  Wake  of  William  Orr,”  by  one  of  the 
standard  authors,  is  a beautiful  poem  which  this  cniel  execution 
inspired.  Thomas  On*,  another  of  the  brothers,  by  taking  a 
position  less  radical  managed  to  save  his  property  from  confisca- 
tion. He  owned  an  extensive  bleaching  green  and  linen  factories 
near  Belfast.  Prefen'ing  to  live  in  America  and  enjoy  freedom  he 
came  here,  and  it  is  supposed  that  his  property  in  Ireland  reverted  to 
the  church,  and  to  this  day  it  is  believed  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
same.  James  Orr  left  his  native  land  about  1770  and  made  his 
w*av  across  the  ocean  out  of  reach  of  the  oppressors  of  Ireland.  He 
located  in  South  Carolina,  went  into  business  and  accumulated  some 
property,  but  his  health  became  poor  and  hoping  to  improve  it  he 
removed  to  the  mountainous  regions  west  of  Virginia.  He  settled 
near  Moorefield,  in  Hardy  county,  at  a place  still  called  Orris  moun- 
tain and  there  remained  until  1797.  In  that  year  he  decided  to 
emigrate  farther  west,  and  came  with  his  family  to  Ross  county, 
where  they  settled  first  near  the  High  Banks  prairie  and  afterward 
on  Dry  Run  about  six  miles  above.  James  Orr  was  a man  of  good 
education,  as  well  as  an  accomplished  surveyor,  and  these  qualifica- 
tions made  him  very  useful  in  the  newly  settled  and  poorly  organ- 
ized communities.  For  a number  of  years  he  kept  a private  school 
and  the  ancestors  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  families  in  Ross 
county  were  taught  by  this  Irish  immigrant.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  wife  of  James  Orr  was  Sarah  Evemon,  and  her  sister  Deborah 
was  also  a member  of  the  family.  All  three  of  these  pioneers  died 
in  1802  and  their  remains  were  deposited  in  one  of  the  rude  ceme- 
teries of  that  early  day,  since  known  as  the  Schooly  graveyard. 
James  Orr  and  wife  left  four  children,  Zebulon,  William,  James 
and  Thomas,  but  this  chronicle  is  principally  concerned  with  the 
last  mentioned.  Thomas  Orr  was  born  in  Yinrinia  and  was  with 
his  father  in  the  emigration  to  Ohio.  He  and  his  brother  Zebulon 
11-40 
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did  the  first  plowing  in  Liberty  township,  which  entitles  them  to 
rank  as  the  first  agriculturists  of  that  community  afterward  so  fa- 
mous as  a fanning  region.  Thomas  acted  as  a chain-carrier  when  the 
road  from  Chillicothe  to  Gallipolis  was  being  surveyed  by  the  famous 
Nathaniel  Massie.  The  chain  used  on  the  occasion  was  presented 
by  Colonel  Massie  to  the  faithful  Thomas  Orr,  and  this  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  his  grandson,  Weden  K.  Orr,  who  cherishes  it  as  a 
precious  heirloom.  Thomas  Orr  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and 
noted  for  his  strict  integrity  in  all  business  transactions,  preferring 
the  solace  of  a good  conscience  to  any  pleasures  to  be  derived  from 
money  made  by  questionable  methods.  A Democrat  in  early  life, 
e was  converted  by  a speech  of  William  Henry  Harrison  and  ever 
afterward  voted  the  Whig  and  Republican  tickets.  His  first  wife 
was  Rebecca  Alexander,  who  died  two  years  after  marriage,  and  the 
second  was  Mary  Jones,  a native  of  New  Jersey  of  Welsh  descent 
Jiy  this  last  marriage  Thomas  Orr  had  eleven  children:  Rebecca, 

Elizabeth  and  Thomas  (deceased),  Sarah,  William,  Jeremiah,  Pres- 
ley,  Zebulon,  Simeon  (deceased),  Wesley  and  Mary  A.  Jeremiah 
Urr  was  born  in  Springfield  township,  Ross  countv,  November  22, 
! Z1®  ll,ad  P°,or  educational  opportunities  in  youth,  but  was 

fond  of  study  and  by  much  reading  became  in  after  life  a well 
m ormcd  man.  He  became  one  of  the  representative  fanners  of 
Koss  county  and  at  one  time  owned  200  acres  of  good  land  which  was 
scboriM  A f "1°? " portions.  He  was  appointed  treasurer  of  the 
offiee1w?d  fU"d  fZ  .Gl'eo“  township,  and  though  not  a seeker  after 
S-  JV  to  be  Zhed  on  in  every  movement  that  promised 
Mil  for  wl,Td  f make  f°r  Pro?ress-  He  enlisted  under  the 
Horn  the  If  WaS  k"0'v!  aVhe  “!UUMlred  d«Ts’  men,”  and  draws 
In  1854  g,  emment  a liberal  pension  in  recognition  of  his  services. 

daughter  of  wa,malT;e,t0  daughter  of  John  and  grand- 

Three  children  Zt  j r ’ ! !6  ^atter  a pioneer  of  Ross  county. 
Sylmr  th“  union‘  The  eldest,  Harriet,  who 

of  Lebanon,  married  Profess^  A L*  fUf0031  Iformal  Un*Y®rsif 

theNat’>nd  l°f  Z Z^  t 

of  Cleveland  S £ T T,Z’  beCame  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Spence 
andHarJ  w § f°Ur  chlldrcn:  Weden  Mary  B„  Dorcas  M. 

Or^was  ^m^in^Tw^t80"  £•  Jeremiah  and  Maria  (Kelley) 
Like  the  other  chihhjn  he  R°SS,  <Tnty’  April  16>  18d2‘ 

paratory  course  at  Kineston  fJn'  °n  ,\"°°d  education,  taking  a pre- 
department  of  the  National  attendance  in  the  scientific 

£ r 
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of  stock.  He  lias  charge  of  245  acres  of  well  improved  land  and 
makes  a specialty  of  Shorthorn  cattle,  Poland-China  and  Duroc  Jer- 
sey swine,  in  the  breeding  of  which  he  has  achieved  flattering  suc- 
cess and  an  enviable  reputation.  Mr.  Orr  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  president  of  the  Green  township  board  of  educa- 
tion and  quite  prominent  in  Masonry,  holding  membership  in  Pick- 
away lodge,  No.  23 ; Circleville  chapter,  No.  20,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Scioto 
commandery,  No.  35,  Knights  Templar.  In  1889  he  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Lutz  and  they  have  five  children : Stanley  Lutz,  Mary 

Elorence,  Helen  Harriet,  Irene  and  Loren  Kelley.  Mrs.  W.  K. 
Orr  is  the  daughter  of  Col.  Isaac  Lutz,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
farmers  and  largest  landowners  in  Ross  county.  He  was  bom  in 
Salt  Creek  township,  Pickaway  county,  May  10,  1$23,  son  of  Hon. 
Samuel  Lutz,  who  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  in  1802.  The 
latter  bought  and  cleared  a fine  tract  of  land  in  Pickaway  county 
where  he  spent  all  of  a life,  as  remarkable  for  its  length  of  years  as 
for  its  activities  and  usefulness.  He  possessed  great  influence  in  his 
county  an^  held  many  positions  of  trust,  such  as  surveyor,  land 
appraiser  and  justice  of  the  peace,  besides  membership  in  the  legisla- 
ture for  several  terms.  He  wras  a man  of  strict  habits  and  much 
integrity  of  character,  being  for  many  years  a consistent  member 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Fetherolf,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  wdiom  he  had  a large  family  of  chib 
dren,  and  it  is  remarked  as  a noteworthy  fact  that  nine  of  these  had 
grown  up  and  had  grandchildren  and  some  of  them  great-grandchil- 
dren before  the  death  of  their  father.  The  latter  enjoyed  remark- 
able vigor,  both  of  mind  and  body,  during  a long  period,  and  died  in 
. 1890  at  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years  and  six 
months.  Isaac  Lutz,  whose  ow'n  career  was  also  destined  to  be  long 
and  conspicuous,  was  the  fourth  born  of  his  father’s  family.  As 
soon  as  he  reached  his  majority  he  began  driving  cattle  to  the  East- 
ern markets,  making  eight  trips  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  In 
1846,  he  located  on  the  farm  in  Union  township,  Ross  county,  which 
from  that  time  until  this  has  been  the  place  of  his  residence.  In 
January  of  the  same  year  he  was  married  to  Mar}'  M.  Spangler, 
who  died  in  February,  1847.  September  13,  1855,  he  took  for  his 
second  wife  Susan  J.  Barton,  of  Union  township,  by  whom  he  had 
six  children:  Ada  J.,  wife  of  Ira  L.  May,  a farmer  of  Pickaway 

county;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Philip  M.  Dunlap,  of  Union  township; 
Freeman  B.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years;  Fred  L., 
married  to  Miss  Maudane  Dick  of  Mt.  Sterling,  Ohio,  and  living 
on  the  old  homestead;  Elizabeth  L.,  now  Mi's.  Orr,  and  Susan  Flor- 
ence, the  wife  of  Clark  Beale,  of  Mt.  Sterling,  Ohio.  Colonel  Lutz 
has  been  quite  active  in  politics  during  his  life,  being  first  a Whig 
and  afterward  a Republican,  often  acting  as  delegate  in  the  county, 
district  and  state  conventions  of  his  party.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
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lie  joined  a company  of  cavalry  of  which  he  was  soon  elected  second 
lieutenant,  later  made  captain  and  finally  lieutenant  colonel.  This 
title  was  conferred  on  him  in  1845  and  he  was  engaged  several  years 
m training  a militia  company,  his  military  attainments  subse- 
quently  procuring  him  appointment  as  enrolling  officer  during  the 
civil  war.  Colonel  Lutz’s  landed  possessions  embrace  holdings  in 
three  states,  including  160  acres  in  Iowa,  720  in  Kansas  and  all 
together  about  1,302  acres  in  the  counties  of  Ross  and  Pickaway, 
Ohio.  He  cultivates  200  acres  of  wheat  and  the  same  number  in 
corn,  the  remainder  of  the  arable  land  being  rented  to  tenants.  The 
Colonel  and  his  wife  have  traveled  extensively,  visiting  and  spending 
more  or  less  time  in  twenty-eight  states  between  the  coast  of  New 
lork  and  California.  No  citizen  of  Ross  county  has  been  more 
intimately  connected  with  her  agricultural  development  than  Colonel 
Cutz  and  none  stands  higher  in  the  public  regard  as  a man  of  integ- 


John  Ortman,  of  Harrison  township,  was  bom  on  the  farm  he  now 
wns  in  that  township  in  Ross  county,  March  27,  1822.  His 
John  and  Catharine  (Baker)  Ortman,  the  former  of 
Ort  n m‘\an  th/natter  °f  Mai7land-  John  was  a son  of  Jacob 
of  its  settl”  r 1 t?ennany  who  ca,ne  to  Ohio  in  the  early  days 
In  the  fT  8nd  t!r  SpTr  the  bala“<*  of  his  days.  John  Ort- 
Bed  ™ the  f , 7’  C8T  fTOm  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  in  1810,  and  set, 
died  rnl v 17  1870  oss  c°nnty  now  owned  by  his  son  and  where  he 
ceded  h n to’tJe  7 7 *7  T 7 ninety:«8bt'  His  wife  long  pre- 
eiehtv-eidit  venr^  purring  in  1867,  wdien  she  was 

Sm  ont  tC  a T,heJ  had  a family  of  nine  children,  of 

yolZest  IT™  n°'V,V,ngu’  and  of  these  Joh"  Ortman  is  the 
education  in  the  m ,tbe  °'d  home  place  and  received  his 

district  schools.  Mr.  Ortman  has  always 

in  the  general  wav.  In  1864  Mr  *(ht  °f  ’“r  7,‘ich  h®  cl,1tiva<*s 

of  the  One  Hundred  Fort^in  h oZZ  ^ D’ 

National  Guards  in  tl.„  i , , , reP«ient,  mustered  in  as 

months ; three  he  spent  Ta ZtZ  seven 

the  battle  at  Monocanv8^  * ^lson<\T  *n Danville,  Va.  He  was  in 
Early’s  armv  and  the  Federal*  i0*1’  °ll^t  *n  ^uhT>  1864,  between 
lace.  Eor  some  time  £ ni  foW?  CTmaJlded  b.v  Gen.  Lew  Wal- 
Armv  of  the  Republic  Thn  * iT*1  ^ kecn  a meni^cr  the  Grand 
position  of  trustee  of  his  townsSp"0  lu^TTw  \*  ^ ^ 

T" ~ %%  3=2 

wife  of  S.  W.  Clyde  of  Fr  nk V ^ ^ h°me’  Online,  the 

Hallsville,  Ohio;  Jacob  W at  Ol^r0^^  Ka,n*  ’ Mar£aret  A->  at 
dead  are  J.  W.  and  Lyman  “d  Charles  E-  Those 

^ an'  Mrs-  Ortman,  the  mother,  died  May 
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5,  1899.  Mr.  Ortman  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Ross  county 
and  in  all  the  duties  of  life,  both  in  war  and  peace,  has  proved  him- 
self a good  citizen. 

Kewton  J.  Overly,  the  well  known  gardener  and  truant  officer  of 
Chillicothe,  is  descended  from  a pioneer  who  settled  in  what  is  now 
Springfield  township  before  Ross  county  was  organized.  This  was 
his  great-grandfather,  Frederick  Overly,  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
March  2,  1765,  of  parents  who  came  from  Wurtemberg,  Germany. 
The  first  of  the  family  to  locate  in  America  was  Martin  Oberlin,  as 
the  name  was  then  spelled,  but  since  changed  to  Overly.  He  was  a 
native  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  migrated  to  America  in  1757,  and 
settled  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  naturalized 
and  declared  to  be  a British  subject  September  24,  1764.  This 
unique  naturalization  paper  is  still  in  the  possession  of  one  of  his 
descendants,  in  Ross  county,  as  are  also  other  documents  of  consid- 
erable curiosity.  We  present  herewith  a copy  of  the  entire  language 
of  this  boon  of  citizenship.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  old  English 
use  of  the  letter  “f”  instead  of  “s”  prevails  in  the  spelling  of  words: 
(Seal.)  Pennsylvania,  S.  S.  Edward  Shippen,  Jr.,  Prothonotary 
of  the  Supream  Court  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  Do  hereby 
certify,  That  at  a Supream  Court  held  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  said 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  the  24th  Day  of  September,  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty-four,  Before 
William  Allen,  W.  Coleman  and  Alex  Stedman,  Esquire  Judges  of 
the  said  Court,  between  the  Hours  of  Nine  and  Twelve  of  the  Clock 
in  the  Forenoon  of  the  same  Day,  Martin  Oberlin  of  Bethel,  in  the 
County  of  Lancaster,  being  a foreigner,  and  having  inhabited  and 
resided  for  the  space  of  Seven  Years  in  His  Majesty’s  Colonies  in 
America,  and  not  having  been  out  of  the  same  of  the  said  Colonies 
for  a longer  Time  than  Two  Months  at  any  one  Time  during  the  said 
Seven  Years.  And  the  said  Martin  Oberlin  having  produced  to  the 
said  Court,  a Certificate,  of  his  having  taken  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  within  Three  Months  before  the  said  Court,  took  and 
subscribed  the  Oaths,  and  did  make  and  repeat  the  Declaration 
(appointed  bv  an  Act,  made  in  the  First  year  of  the  Reign  of  King 
GEORGE  THE  FIRST)  according  to  the  Directions  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  made  in  the  Thirteenth  \ ear  of  His  late  Majesty  King 


GEORGE  the  Second,  intituled,  An  Act  for  naturalizing  such  for-  ' ' 

eign  Protestants,  and  others,  therein  mentioned,  as  are  settled  in  any 
of" His  Majesty’s  Colonies  in  America  ; and  thereupon  was  admitted  S . 

to  be  His  Majesty’s  natural  bom  Subject  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  , 

Britain,  pursuant  to  the  Direction  and  Intent  of  the  said  Act  of  [ 

Parliament.  In  Testimony  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  Hand,  J 

and  affixed  the  Seal  of  the  Supream  Court,  the  24th  Day  of  Septem-  | 

ber,  in  the  year  first  above  mentioned.  Edward  Shippen,  J r.  jj1 
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To  this  pioneer  was  born  five  sons,  Christopel,  Bostian,  Martin, 
Frederick,  and  one  other  whose  name  has  been  lost  to  the  family  rec- 
^a^ler  and  his  four  sons  named  came  to  Ross  county  in 
1^97,  where  Martin  died  and  was  buried  in  Springfield  township. 
After  marrying  in  his  native  state,  Frederick  Overly,  in  early  man- 
o°  , migrated  to  Kentucky,  hut  in  a few  years  crossed  the  river  to 
Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  settled  near  Hopetown.  It  was  in  1797  that 
he  arrived  in  that  locality  in  company  with  his  father  and  two 
brothers,  who  joined  in  building  a bark  shanty  and  cultivating  a crop 
ol  corn.  In  the  fall,  after  securing  their  crop,  tliev  returned  for 
their  fannhes  and  brought  them  out  on  pack-horses  oVer  the  Indian 
trail  through  the  dense  forest.  The  wife  of  Frederick  Overlv,  whose 
name  was  Mary  Ann  limes,  and  whom  he  married  in  1793,"  carried 
on  her  horse  al  the  way  from  Kentucky  her  precious  spinning-wheel 

Kn  ZS  t T r"1  ba,:e-  For  a "hile  a11  lived  in  the  mule  shanty, 
but  eventually  Frederick  Overly  erected  a hewed  log  house  which 

in  lS^sTtf  maDyo'earS  afterward  by  his  descendants.  He  died 
in  lStnat  ‘u6 F,pe ° d aflc*f  elghty-two  years,  and  his  wife  following 
on  fsted  of  tw  SeVenty'fi/ti1  yeT-  ™eir  children,  six  in  number, 
birth  SerefTot,n  7 a"d  1°"*  da,,£hters>  whose  names  in  order  of 
Mr  Thorn  i i n^,’  Rebe®ca>  Mary  and  the  wife  of  a 

tuckv  and',,  0v(;r!y-  of  the  family,  was  horn  in  Ken- 

over  the  nide' I'ndf1116*  7 pare.nts  0,1  their  journey  to  Ross  county 
roads Ifot-ew  t V . at  day  Which  consented  the  only 

Vidf  7 °f  Hopetown,  receiving 

the  “old  field  schoolhouse  ”t0  Hl«b  b"  regular  attendance  at 
was  that  of  farmino-  and  this  he  f n J °1ccl1Patlon  throughout  life 
town  until  his  death’in  Julv  1877^  ^ “ear  H°P^ 

Ann,  widow  of  Jacob  Ritti™er  If ‘<3  ^ 7 chlldr?n  wcre  Mary 

who  married  Jacob  Prv  1 ^ \ ^ Spnngfield  township ; Elizabeth, 

Jack  Cryder,  deceased "d  af7nVard  died;  Evaltoe,  wife  of- 
township;  Ellen,  deceased-  jXi  ’t^T  Gc,0rg0’  of  sPringfie]d 
Wheeler,  of  Liberty  towSip  ’ “ Sarah’  wife  of  William 

town,  Ross  county,  Tpril  ''hddren>  "'as  born  near  Hope- 

pursuit  of  farming-  since  an-lv  . and  '?s  followed  the  ancestral 
Katherine  Downs  and  settled on  \ c In.  1857  be  married 

where  they  are  still  living  in  the  a™  m Springfield  township, 
Their  long  and  happy  married  life  , yj]oyme“t  of  general  esteem, 
four  children,  two  of  whom  are  liV  * Xei1  hi688®*1  by  the  birth  of 
others  dying  in  infancv  The  dn  Tf’  *•  S°t  and  a daughter,  the 

vivmg  son,  was  bom  on  the  fnmilv  h * J‘  veid.v>  the  sur- 

21,  I860,  and  as  soon  as  he  3^“ho  n R°S%CO"nty’  March 
own  account  and  continued  to  live  „ farminS  on  his 

ui  bpnngfield  township  for  over 
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thirty  years.  In  1S93  he  removed  to  Chillicothe  and  undertook 
gardening,  which  for  some  years  constituted  his  regular  and  only 
occupation.  In  the  spring  of  1899  he  was  appointed  truant  officer 
for  the  city  of  Chillicothe,  and  he  has  sinc6  held  that  position,  being 
also  ex-officio  assistant  city  librarian.  February  23,  1882,  he  was 
married  to  Mary  Niles,  of  Gallia  county,  by  whom  he  has  five  chil- 
dren: Laura,  Janet,  Clara,  Mamie,  and  Oliver.  The  family  are 

communicants  of  the  Christian  church  and  Mr.  Overly  is  a member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

James  H.  Pake,  M.  D.,  a prominent  practitioner  of  Bainbridge 
and  vicinity,  is  a native  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio.  His  literary 
education  was  obtained  at  Zanesville  and  Pageville  academy.  In 
1880  he  entered  Starling  college  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  1883  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Dur- 
ing the  following  six  years  lie  practiced  his  profession  in  Cheshire, 
Gallia  county,  and  the  same  length  of  time  at  Middleport,  Ohio.  In 
1896,  he  located  at  Bainbridge,  in  the  county  of  Ross,  and  that  has 
been  his  place  of  business  ever  since.  Dr.  Pake  has  built  up  a good 
patronage,  his  practice  extending  over  portions  of  Ross  and  Pike 
counties.  He  is  ambitious  as  well  as  energetic,  and,  desiring  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  latest  discoveries  in  medical  science,  took  a post>- 
graduate  course  at  the  New  York  Polyclinic  in  1889.  He  has  made 
a special  study  of  tuberculosis  and  naturally  takes  a deep  interest  in 
everything  which  promises  a check  to  that  insidious  disease.  Dr. 
Pake  is  a member  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  society  and  also  of  the 
Medical  association  in  Meigs  county.  His  fraternal  relations  are 
confined  to  membership  in  the  orders  of  Freemasonry  and  Odd  Fel- 
lows. In  1879  he  was  married  to  Mary  Armstrong,  of  Downing- 
ton,  Meigs  county,  O. 

Benjamin  F.  Parker  is  a native  of  Ross  county,  born  at  Hope- 
town,  August  12,  1839.  His  parents  were  Job  R.  and  Eleanor 
(Longan)  Parker,  both  Pennsylvanians,  the  former  bom  March  22, 
1793,  and  the  latter  on  December  29,  1800.  The  father  learned  the 
cabinet-maker’s  trade,  at  which  he  wrorked  until  his  removal  to  Ross 
county.  His  marriage  took  place  March  14,  1822,  and  he  came  to 
Ohio  in  the  same  year,  accompanied  by  a colony  of  Pennsylvanians, 
numbering  some  ten  or  twelve  families.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he 
rented  a farm,  and  with  the  exception  of  a few  years  spent  at  Chilli- 
cothe as  proprietor  of  a huckster  wagon,  he  devoted  his  whole  life  to 
the  business  of  farming.  He  served  as  constable  and  member  of  the 
school  board  in  Springfield  township.  His  death  took  place  on  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1852,  while  he  was  living  on  the  Judge  James  McClintick 
farm,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  August  8,  1886.  They  had  a 
family  of  twelve  children.  Of  these,  Joseph,  Nancy,  Samuel, 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


632 


THE  COUNTY  OF  ROSS. 


James,  Job  E.,  Charles  D.,  William  and  Isaac  X.  are  dead,  the  last 
mentioned  being  killed  at  the  battle  of  Monocacy.  There  were  two 
sets  of  twins;  John  L.  and  Joseph  being  the  first,  and  the  others 
Benjamin  F.  and  Isaac  W.  Thomas  S.  resides  in  Chillieothe,  and 
Mary  Jane  is  the  widow  of  William  H.  Abernathy,  of  the  same  city. 

enjamin  . Parker,  who  was  one  of  the  last  pair  of  twins,  remained 
at  home  helping  on  the  farm  until  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war. 

W fl19’  iii1’  he,eu1S^d  111  the  C0111Pany  of  Capt.  George  W.  Fisk, 
but  the  call  being  full  this  command  was  not  accepted  but  continued 

A ^io-h/ U ,V  ’ 1S61,  Mr.  Parker  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  Eighteenth  Ohio  regiment,  under  Capt.  H.  R.  Miller.  During 

Pital3t,<>n  1 Bo'vlil,S  Green,  Ky„  Mr.  Parker  was  in  the  hos 
ment  hl\ hs\  and  wh,]®  011  wav  after  that  to  join  his  regi- 
< o i cal*  at  Pulaski,  Tenn.  This  occurred  May  1, 

Februan  4 isrt  W P™™*  *>r  nine  months,  being  exchanged 
took  part  in  the  T 11  l°  lejolned  Hs  company  at  once  and  with  it 
Mssiona  JVidl  T 1 akoma  ™nPa»£>b  the  battles  of  Chickamauga, 
TOemeL  W ?1  * Mo,lntaiu>  Nashville,  Decatur  and  other 

thereto  Wta‘r  tle  eoum,and  "’as  sent  to  Chattanooga,  from 
1865  The  , i;’t  ’ T,Stered  out  at  that  place  October  9, 

itable  Inch  dZV^.  °f  rt?e1IW  fan,ily  is  unusually  cred^ 
served  as  Uuto^'lf?0^?1"’  elfht  of.  tllp  of  Job  R.  Parker 

as  previously  stated  ^ w °*vd  war.  Isaac  X.'  was  killed, 

jamin  F.  refused  several ' V dled  *rom  tbf  effects  of  wounds.  Ben- 
the  ranks  Immediit  1 ° xi*  °i  Pcomotion,  preferring  to  serve  in 

Chillieothe,  where  he  lived  unt[l  March  1*7  Tsc^  ™t:  hTf*  h° 

where  he  now  resides.  P’  Tty1'!,0  ,/°i  }lved  until  he  bought  the  plaee 
twelve  children  Of  these  t'”  xn  W1^e  became  the  parents  of 
Earl  are  death  O William  F.  and  Arthur 


county;  Mary  F.  resides  in  Ptoli;  .i‘  ^7””  i“uuwr*  OI  * a.vette 
and  JobR.  in  Lancaster  - vJr  • llcothe,  Thomas  J.  in  Bainbridge, 
Bourneville ; David  X ^ t V *.e  "ife  Arthur  D.  Shafer, °of 

Joseph  T.  are  at  home.'  mZST"  ’ ,H’  and  BoJd  and 

life,  has  been  a general  firmer  * i slnce  he  has  settled  down  in 
constable  of  his  Cnship Z L V 0ck-raiser'  He  has  served  as 
of  the  school  board.  IRs  polities'™  t?™18  and  llas  been  a member 

h..  I..  .n,„l„ot  th.  L,UoirErlCl“,.”S.Si”'  1858 

mt" “l”-  ?«*-  w, 


rl  are  dead.  Olive  I iJ  th  v VVllliani  F-  and  Arthur 

mty;  Mary  F res  des  „ Chillf  ri*  ^ HibWer>  °f  Fa-Vette 
1 .UD  r . ca  ln  Chillieothe,  Thomas  J.  in 


rooi.  tlis  parents  were  David  T , ulno>  October  15, 

the  former  of  whom  was  born  A^gus"  ofi * W™™)  barker, 
After  his  marriage  he  settled  on  o -F  ~ ’n**1*’  ln  Jackson  county, 
this  place  and  wentZ Iowa”"  .AxZ”  °!j  ^ acres  but  Inter  sold 

' Afterward  he  returned  to  Jackson 
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county  and  in  1865  purchased  land  in  Union  township,  Ross  county. 
He  prospered  and  from  time  to  time  his  real  estate  holdings  increased, 
the  original  purchase  of  80  acres  being  enlarged  to  102  and  finally 
to  146  acres  of  good  land.  The  estate  has  been  much  improved  in 
the  way  of  fencing,  outbuildings  and  other  equipments  of  up-to-date 
farms.  Mr.  Parker’s  wife  died  November  24,  1888,  but  he  himself 
lives  with  his  son  John.  There  were  six  children  in  all,  of  whom  the 
first  bona,  Lucetta  J.,  is  dead,  and  two  died  in  infancy.  William 
lives  in  Chillicothe  and  John  is  on  the  home  place,  Elvira  married 
John  Bochard,  of  Clarksburg.  John  W.  Parker  was  about  five 
years  old  when  he  went  west  with  his  father.  _ They  lived  there  for 
three  years  before  deciding  to  return  to  Ohio,  and  through  all  the 
subsequent  wanderings  and  changes,  John  W.  has  always  remained 
with  his  father  and  he  has  had  charge  of  the  home  place  for  many 
years.  September  10,  1890,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  John- 
son, by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Hazel  M.  and  Cecil  B.,  both 
attending  school.  Mr.  Parker  and  wife,  as  well  as  his  father,  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

A.  Frank  Parrett,  of  South  Salem,  was  bona,  bred  and  educated 
in  Buckskin  township,  Ross  county.  lie  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Strawder  J.  Parrett,  whose  father,  George  Parrett,  came  from  the 
Shenandoah  valley  of  Virginia  in  1814  and  settled  on  the  second 
tract  of  land  surveyed  in  Buckskin  township.  Frederick  Parrett, 
father  of  George  aiad  grandfather  of  Strawder  Parrett,  seiwed  in  the 
Continental  army  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at 
Yorktown.  The  founder  of  the  Virginia  fanaily  of  Parretts  came 
from  Switzerland  to  Anaei’ica  as  early  as  1730;  settled  in  the  colony 
of  Virgiiaia  and  raised  a family  of  seven  sons,  every  one  of  whom 
seiwed  as  a soldier  in  the  war  for  American  independence.  Along 
with  this  eiaiigrant  froiai  Switzerland  in  1730  caiaae  a man  named 
Wilkins,  whose  son  Henry  went  from  Virginia  to  Ohio  in  1802,  just 
prior  to  the  admission  of  the  state  into  the  Union.  This  Henry 
Wilkins  had  a daughter  named  Milly,  who  anarried  George  Pai*- 
rett,  and  became  the  another  of  Strawder  J.  Parrett.  They  had 
seven  other  children  .whose  biographies  are  thus  briefly  condensed : 
Rachel  married  Anderson  Wilson,  of  Buckskin  township,  went 
with  him  to  Indiana  and  settled  on  a faama  near  Logansport, 
wliei'e  she  died  iaa  1843 ; Maria  hecaiaie  the  wife  of  Daniel  Xline 
and  they  are  living  in  Buckskin  township ; Henry  A.  lived  in  Buck- 
skin township  until  1851  when  he  removed  to  Illinois  and  died  there 
in  September,  1895 ; Eliza  Ann  married  Isaac  James  and  died  March 
18,  1883 ; Margaret  May,  now  the  widow  of  Thomas  Murry,  is  living 
in  Buckskin  township;  Alfred  A.  died  in  1854,  aiad  F.  F.  Perrett 
is  a prosperous  fanner  now  living  in  Buckskin  township.  Strawder 
J.  Parrett  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  South  Salem 
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™Semyi  Af'er  1tfi,ng  scb°o1  he  embarked  in  agricultural  pur- 
and  stwk  raTe  bim8elf  as  one  of  the  successful  farmers 

bui^rtCh°Hc?r%C"mty;  , He  haS  ,0ng  been  P-m'nent  in  the 

f j * +i  P°“tical  affairs  of  Ins  community  and  strongly  inter- 
SS V’staid  To  f T fare-  He  belonged  4e  sturdy  Snd 
fim  vote  for  Johfr  T ^ !"  tbe  tr?iag  days  and  cast  his 
became  a chart* ’ anb:slavel7  candidate  for  president; 
harihvav  Wn  n\n,r  /Ue  nS1Y  -VOUUg  Republican  party,  and 
of  the  state  militia  Trtt™ % * ^nciples.  As  a member 
of  John  Morgan  dimno- W oftV  ^ took  Part  111  the  Pursuit 
Parrett  has  several  S il  i i °?IceP8  dann£  raid  into  Ohio.  Mr. 
his  township  The  family  ^ ^ r<jsP°”slble  position  of  trustee  of 

and  he  has  Ln  ftruCteSf  Z S 7 >erS  ° 1 tbe  Presbyterian  church 
In  I860,  Strawder  Parrett  ' 8 6m  .acadenl.>’  lor  over  thirty  years. 
William  LattC  a natheTf  P T™'1  to  Sarah  A->  daughter  of 
in  Ohio  about 'the  year  1800°^?  Irisk  descent  who  settled 

ing  children-  Villi,  A ¥r:  and  Mrs-  Parrett  have  three  liv- 
Latta,  living on  dm  home’fZn  A’  Rogers=  William 

received  hia  c,lucCim  at  . e’  T ^ ^ A'  Frank  Pa^tt 
embarked  in  farmiim  and  stait  S-a!°m  a5fdemy,  after  which  he 
tion  as  one  of  the  mo'st  successful  of  *df  ^ 800,1  obtai!led  recogni- 
skin  township  agriculturists  TT  °*  tbe-V0lmPer  feneration  of  Buck- 
and  understands  everv  feature  T 1118  °S  8 sP<x'>alty  of  stock  feeding 
cessful.  In  1898,  he  was  electr  IT*817  to  make  that  business  suc- 
was  re-elected  to  tlie  same  position ^ T'lonf  ,Bl,ckskin  township  and 
term.  Ifo  has  made  a good  officer  T i*901’  belnR  now  in  his  second 
interests  of  the  people  in  i «7i  Y conservatively  safeguards  the 
ter  of  William  A.  Kerr,  IS  was  «larried  to  Dora  A.,  daugh- 
township  families.  Mr  Parrett  °nf  r tbf  °^dest  of  the  Buckskin 

ssrea “<■ »•  <•  <^Lz7£iis; 

in  182*5' j ™ tomrtlp,  *»'»  connty,  Ohio, 

Parrett,  who  founded  the  familCC,  ^”d  grMlds°1'  of  Frederick 
hnoiim  ancestor  came  from  hevond  the  s **”*  ?Unt^  The  earliest 
settled  m \ lrginia.  He  ]eft"  o . ? eas’  as  far  back  as  1730,  and' 

large  family  and  had  In  theT'  PwWk  ^o  raised  a 

ne  of  his  sons,  bearing  the  same  name  Rrvobm°narJ  war.  It  was 
of  Ross  county.  The  latter  cameTv  ’ ',°  the  early  settler 

Virginia  and  settled  in  Buckskin  tow  7-^°  Sbcnandoah  vallev  of 
ing  with  him  four  sons,  Joseph  F nsklP  m October,  1814.  bring- 
Henry,  all  of  whom  located  in  Yhp0'^’  A,,jr"stl,s  Frederick  and 
“ 88  ™8ed  faciei  His  oldeT6  "T^bood,  became 
“ °,he™ w °lio  ,h*  - 
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where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  and  where  many  of  his 
descendants  now  live.  Joseph  F.  Parrett,  the  second  of  the  sons, 
lived  for  many  years  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son,  W.  J.  Par- 
rett, and  there  his  death  occurred  in  1869.  He  left  a family  of 
eight  sons:  John  H.  (deceased),  H.  C.,  Absalom,  Aaron,  George  F., 

M.  J.,  W.  J.,  and  Augustus  F.  W.  J.  Parrett,  the  seventh  of  these 
sons,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Buckskin  township.  In  1862, 
when  twenty  years  old,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Eighty-first  Ohio 
regiment,  and  served  until  he  was  wounded  in  front  of  Atlanta  in 
1864.  This  necessitated  his  retirement  from  the  service  and  pro- 
vented  any  further  participation  in  the  war.  In  1867,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Alethea  Galloway,  of  Xenia,  Ohio,  daughter  of  James  C. 
Galloway.  They  have  two  children,  Carrie  D.,  and  C.  Sherman 
Parrett,  both  educated  at  the  Salem  academy  and  Wooster  university. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  the  father 
belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  post  at  Lyndon.  II.  C.  Parrett,  the  sec- 
ond son  of  Joseph  F.,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Buckskin  town- 
ship and  then  embarked  in  farming  as  his  life  work.  He  started 
without  advantages,  but  by  steady  industry  has  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing himself  as  one  of  the  successful  men  of  his  community.  In 
1850  he  took  a wife  in  the  person  of  Emily  Welsheiiner,  of  Picka- 
way county,  who  proved  to  be  a most  valuable  helpmeet  in  all  his 
future  struggles.  She  was  a loving  and  devoted  wife  up  to  the  time 
of  her  death,  Xovember  5,  1885.  They  have  five  living  children: 
Ostie,  wife  of  John  F.  Putnam,  hardware  merchant  of  Greenfield; 
Mary  and  Jennie,  at  home:  W.  E.,  druggist  at  Santiago,  Cal.; 
Charley,  merchant  at  Greenfield.  Mr.  Parrett  is  a man  of  patriotic 
and  liberal  views,  Presbyterian  in  religion  and  Republican  in  poli- 
tics. In  addition  to  his  farming  interests,  he  was  for  thirteen  years 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Greenfield  and  made  it  a successful 
and  profitable  venture. 

Peter  J.  Parrett  was  born  and  reared  in  Buckskin  township,  Ross 
county,  and  has  spent  his  life  on  the  old  homestead  where  he  now 
resides.  His  father,  Henry  Parrett,  was  one  of  the  four  sons  of 
Frederick  Parrett  who  settled  in  Buckskin  township  in  1814  and 
became  prominent  workers  in  the  development  of  that  section. 
Frederick  Parrett  was  the  father  of  a family  of  nine  children,  four 
sons  and  five  daughters,  and  Henry  Parrett  was  the  youngest  son. 
The  Parrett  family  is  numerous  and  from  an  early  day  has  been  a 
factor  in  the  progress  and  growth  of  Ross  county.  Xearly  all  of  the 
male  members  became  farmers  and  they  have  made  excellent  citizens 
in  every  sense  of  the  word.  Peter  J.  Parrett  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  at  the  Salem  academy.  As  soon  as  he  reached 
manhood  he  embarked  in  the  useful  and  independent  occupation  of 
cultivating  the  soil  and  has  achieved  a success  in  his  line.  Mr.  Par- 
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2L'“|f ' “”l  » «■  extensive  ml.  ,„d 

about  one  mile TtuUof  Limbi,  V*  0l<l  "f  Ilia  family 

Hi.  f«l.„,  Henry  tJS^SZSSZ’h  &£*•*  f"' 

s s.:s  “Vr  fT 

one  of  the  success*,  ^r,7;  ‘V  18.14'  IIen^  Parrett  became 
of  the  leadinSen!  He  " * s'*'™861-8  °f  the  “d  one 

taught  vocal  music  bv  the  ni  l ! fa"e  S1“ger  iUld  in  tlle  early  da  vs 
i.  the  c.„g^,iLT,;,tieXP,t"pX 

gether  an  influential  and  „ntahl  1 Pres>1)> tenan  church,  and  alto- 
spent  his  whole  life  in R t' ^char“ter  of  his  community.  He 
much  lamented.  His  son  wklpj°^nS^,lp  alld  dled  in  APril»  1883, 
public  schools  and  at  the  SaIa  " W*f  ^ arrett>  was  educated  in  the 
returned  ,o  th.  old  bot.tXX™3''  1-"™S  •*»!  ke 

specialty  of  raisiug  Hume  Joreev  i,,, ' iarnnng,  making  a 

business,  Mr.  Parrott  has  acbinv^  l ^ ' In  t lls  branch  of  live  stock 
a skillful  breeder.  Mr  Parrott  7 a reputation  and  is  regarded 
and  all  township  affairs  but  take"  ?n  interest  in  local  politics 
1883,  he  was  married “ Hen  ietta"  Oh,  ? f office-seeker.  In 
Christian  Riudt,  a native  of  Genua  (.  h,arIott<?>  daughter  of  Charles 
at  Massieville,  and  now  a merchant  of  rl  M?^eral  -reare  in  business 
Pan-ett  have  two  sons,  one  of  whom  if  Cdl!11*coTthe-  M>'.  and  Mrs. 
Salem  academy,  and  the  other  Chari  ' pT-  Parrett>  is  attending 
family  are  Presbyterians  and  Mr  P Ld'Vln’  is  at  home.  The 
of  that  denomination  in  Salem.  1 ^ 1S  a deaeon  in  the  church 


in  1860amHis  fothe^Co"8  John  Pa^’t^"  to™ship,  Ross  county, 
his  day  and  active  in  all  matters  atfeT’  "?*  a consi<ierable  man  in 
time  he  was  colonel  of  the  State mJft • "V community.  At  one 

positions.  Educated  at  tlie  Salem  ae  f ***  S°  fiI!ed  various  civil 
p?Eom°  ~ W’  ln,t  chanS ^r±"J’  he,St'ldiod  law  and  w 


admitted  to  the  \nr  Sale?1  academ.Y 

X :ri  ~ -.tn '■'»'» z 

p , leaching  school  for  a. while  ini,,  ad'entm'ous  disposition,  and, 

at  theT  m the  distant  gold  fields  of  Cal -fhe  C.r°"'ds  who  wre  seeking 
a tl  e f miiiRol.  thp  r850fs;,d\hof  ffal*fon..a.  He  spent  two  veare 
of  wandering  and  returned  to  T vn  y!  coast>  b,lt  finally  wearied 
fai8i^  and  ^mred\?  r ; -^V^to 

iam  c J1S  death  in  1893*  He  married ^lsJmVloyment  until  the 
ociiran,  an  early  settler  of  Rn^  S°ph*a>  daughter  of  Will- 

K county,  and  she  survives. 
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Their  son,  \\  llliam  A.  Parrett,  the  third  of  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, after  receiving  his  education  at  Salem  academy,  taught  in  the 
<‘'st'lef'  scllools  for  a short  time  and  then  embarked  in  farming.  In 
1889,  he  took  charge  of  the  Lyndon  flour  and  feed  mills,  with  a saw 
mill  attached,  but  still  retained  his  interest  in  fanning.  He  was 
elected  treasurer  of  Buckskin  township  in  1897,  and  has  been  twice 
re-elected  to  the  same  office.  In  1893  he  was  married  to  Etta  D 
daughter  of  Milton  Seal,  formerly  of  Highland  county,  but  now  liv- 
ing in  Iowa.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  Mr.  Parrett  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

W;TP-  ?TT  Was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  November 
19,  18o9.  His  father  was  Robert  Perry,  a farmer  then  living  near 
t ie  eity  of  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Perry's  earliest  years  were  spent  on  his 
father  s farm.  He  was  the  youngest  of  a family  of  eleven  children, 
seven  of  whom,  including  himself,  are  now  living.  Mr.  Perry 
senior,  was  of  English  descent,  his  father  having  come  to  this  country 
from  England,  following  the  footsteps  of  others  of  the  name,  the  most 
notable  bearer  of  it  being  his  cousin,  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard 
r en7>  the  victor  over  the  English  in  the  celebrated  naval  battle  of 
Lake  Erie.  An  interesting  chain  of  circumstance  develops  from 
this  victory  of ’Commodore  Perry,  in  that  the  successes  of  General 
Harrison,  due,  partly,  to  him,  were  what  made  Harrison  available 
for  the  presidential  nomination,  and  that  he  was  first  named  for  that 
honor  by  the  Scioto  Gazette,  the  paper  with  which  G.  W.  C.  Perry 
is  now  connected.  Another  member  of  the  Perry  family  who 
achieved  renown  was  Matthew  G.  Perry,  brother  of  O.  H.  Perry. 
He  served  in  the  United  States  navy  in  the  war  of  1812  and  in  that 
with  Mexico,  and  commanded  the  expedition  to  Japan  in  1852-54, 
during  which  he  concluded  the  treaty  opening  Japan  to  American 
commerce.  He  became  commodore*  in  1841.  William  Stevens 
Perry,  of  Rhode  Island,  of  the  same  family,  was  bishop  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  and  a well  known  writer  on  historical 
subjects,  mostly  concerned  with  church  matters,  such  as  “Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States”  (1863-4),  “Historical  Collections  of  the  American  Colonial 
Church”  (1871-8),  “History  of  the  American  Episcopal  Church,” 
etc.  G.  W.  C.  Perry's  mother  was  Sarah  Stewart,  a descendant  of 
that  sturdy  Scotch-Irish  stock  which  has  had  such  an  influence  in 
this  country.  The  combination  of  such  stocks  as  these,  Anglo-Saxon 
and  Scotch-Irish,  insures  energy,  perseverance  and  determination. 

G.  W.  C.  Perry,  early  in  life,  gave  evidence  that  he  had  inherited 
the  characteristics  of  his  forefathers.  His  original  education  was 
obtained  in  a district  school  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  At 
this  time,  at  an  age  when  most  boys  are  but  beginning  the  path  of 
education,  without  thought  of  striking  out  for  themselves,  George 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


638 


the  county  OF  ROSS. 


SlI"1*'1",*  independence  be  tafcinfr  ike  enmin.- 

w ««“&£, r04, of  r °r?“‘  “*ch^ 

ho  attended  the  hiVh  «rV,  1 • 7°  !nten'als  of  his  work  as  teacher 
the  same  pla^  S lfpl;\iat'kS“:’,aDd  a Prfvate  a^emy  in 
old  school  For  Xelve  el  T*  G'lm°re’  an  instl“  ^ 
Jackson  county  g ZTfol  ^ ^ ^ in 

last  five  years'  at  the  “Higby  school  '^in  “t.hl  ’“i^083  countJ> 
county.  In  189^  ho  n * 1 ?r’  m the  southern  part  of  the 

coming  to  Chillicothe  Mav^  efac,nn£  to  enter  tJie  newspaper  field, 
advertising  manlr  of  Z Str  ^ to  become  solicitor  a"d 
He  continldXl^ow  ° ,with  Ge'^  H.  Tyler, 

and  the  ChilUcothe  Leader  in  1S  )3  t^e  .J!0"lbluatlon  of  the  Gazette 
was  appointed  chief  denutv and ?’  , , Jan,uar-V  1S95>  when  he 
sheriff  of  Ross  county.  During  aUauT*  7 H"gh  W‘  Warner’ 
acquaintance  with  men  matter?  ,„V  i!  i ‘1 was  increasing  his 
on  November  10,  189o'  the  Seint  n po  ltlca'  affairs,  so  that  when, 

with  him  as  a membefofAe  board  of  dll' “T* 
for  the  position  of  business  mono  . ^l™ctor8>  he  was  the  very  man 
he  has  controlled  the  business  ..frl,  °r  t!le  paPer-  Since  that  date 
aged  the  paper  both  wisely  and  In  t le  coraPany,  and  has  man- 
associated  in  the  business  can  fnl  ’ h°W  -Wel1  0nly  those  who  are 
charge  of  affair?  the  finances  of  the  appre®,ate‘  When  he  assumed 
might  be  desired:  it  needed  build’  pa?er  were  by  no  means  what 
cially  in  the  business  part  He K1 aU  departm<^,  but  espe- 
every  sort;  increased  the  circulation  nf  fi"I> ’ made  lmProvements  of 
value  as  an  advertising  medium  • and  t 7°  paper  and  its  consequent 
m an  enviable  position,  thanls’vel  T S°iot°  Gazette  s^da 
and  business  acumen.  Besides  n,7  y to  ^r-  Perry’s  energy 
he  has  found  time  to  serve  as  ch  ef  sm ‘T  th°  affairs  of  the  <»««£ 
nue  district  of  Ohio,  ^ f°r  the  Eleventb  «"* 

with  appointment  by  Governor  Nasi  “ MaV°02’  was  honored 
managers  of  the  Oliio  Reformat  as,  a meraber  of  the  board  of 
member  of  the  ordersl  ^^/^r9^1'3-  He  is  a val™d 
Jyuary  19,  1880,  he  married RaSiel  P f'T  ^ Red  On 

imebKUi  M>w  s »»£• 

<«»£  *.—w  »t ...  .f  a. 

numerous  descendants  are  ^X  ^ and  0hio  and  whose 

Ohio  VUm07  He  waa  born  nl-  V T ° n ^ different  stetea 

Pel  BWtmber21’  W04,  wn  oTpetiS ^T’  Adams  «>«»“* 

aevenyemfoW  XSs"  ^ 

- <*  ™»S,  Ar  **m 

b “ ^vland  and  later  in  Penn- 
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sylvan ia,  where  they  died.  When  he  was  eighteen  years  old  he 
enlisted  as  a soldier  to  fight  for  American  independence,  bore  an 
honorable  part  in  the  seven  years’  war,  and  participated  in  some  of 
the  most  notable  battles.  After  the  war  was  over  he  returned  home 
and  in  1787  married  Sarah  Crabbe.  In  1793,  accompanied  by 
Peter  Wickersham,  who  had  married  his  sister  Mary,  he  started  for 
Kentucky,  the  two  men  putting  their  household  goods  and  families 
on  board  a flatboat  and  starting  down  the  mighty  Ohio  in  search  of 
a home  in  the  wilderness.  They  took  along,  of  course,  a comple- 
ment of  rifles  for  hunting  and  defense,  and  other  articles  essential 
to  the  hazardous  life  of  pioneers.  Landed  on  the  Kentucky  side 
below  Maysville,  and  not  a great  distance  from  Blue  Lick  Springs, 
they  remained  in  that  locality  for  about  seven  years,  but  for  various 
reasons  became  dissatisfied  and  concluded  to  seek  another  abiding 
place.  The  men  of  the  party  crossed  the  Ohio  some  time  in  the 
spring  of  1800,  and  traveled  until  they  reached  what  is  now  Adams 
county,  halting  near  the  present  site  of  Locust  Grove.  The  object 
was  to  prepare  homes  before  bringing  over  their  families  who  had 
been  left  behind  in  Kentucky.  They  built  two  cabins,  one  on  the 
site  of  what  is  now  the  hamlet  of  Palestine,  and  the  other  about  one 
mile  north  of  what  is  now  the  Hughes  farm.  Late  in  the  fall  of 
1800  they  returned  to  Kentucky  and  brought  their  families  out  to 
the  new  home.  In  1811,  Peter  Platter  traded  his  farm  in  Adams 
county  for  one  of  equal  acreage  in  Haller’s  Bottom,  Twin  township, 
Boss  county.  To  that  place  he  removed  his  family,  and  there  in  the 
house  now  owned  by  David  Shotts  he  lived  until  his  death  twenty- 
one  years  later,  January  2,  1832.  His  wife  Sarah  followed  him  to 
the  grave  February  23  of  the  same  year,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one 
years.  Their  son  Peter,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  ninth  of 
thirteen  children.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Clark,  and  the  children 
of  this  union  were  Corinna,  Elizabeth,  Cornelius,  Alma,  Emily, 
Thomas  and  Mary.  His  first  wife  dying,  he  was  married  a second 
time,  to  Sarah  A.  Xesbit,  by  whom  he  had  four  children : Willie 

(died  in  infancy),  Louisa,  Kate  and  Peter.  Peter  Platter  lived  for 
some  years  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father,  but  later  removed  to 
his  farm  about  a mile  and  a half  from  Anderson,  Boss  county,  where 
he  spent  about  thirty-seven  years  of  his  life.  He  survived  until 
May  23,  1891,  when  he  closed  his  earthly  career  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eighty-seven.  His  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave  on  August  30, 
1897,  and  they  are  buried  in  the  family  cemetery  at  Chillicothe. 
Peter  Platter  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Boss  county.  For  many  years  of  his  life  he  was  an  elder 
in  the  Third  Presbyterian  church  of  Chillicothe,  and  in  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life  he  was  a model  citizen.  Of  his  children,  Corinna  died 
in  the  seventies ; Elizabeth  married  J ames  McCommon  and  lives  in 
Santa  Fe,  X.  M. ; Cornelius  married  Miss  Irwin,  of  Oxford,  Ohio, 
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f^slatur©1 andfq  °f  ^ IOWa,  where  lle  has  served  as  member  of  the 
, (!/s  at  l>resent  postmaster;  Alma  is  the  wife  of  W E 

"***“  - 0id“”  ^ 

poo]  «.,«  , iie,i  V,  Ioua ; Thomas  married  Eliza  Clay- 

Omalia-  Dr  TV [ ir v 'a  ^P ] l f 1 1 lpotbe’  but  afterward  removed  to 

medical  ^ 

« IteSthtS"""  Site  -d  XateTK! 

tailv  ifc  S“,"w  'etv .separated.  Tl.e  Pl.tM 

try  of  its  members  wlm  , ''  for,th,e  sobriet.v>  thrift  and  indus- 

and  women,  law-abiding-  and  .tbemselves  to  lx-  useful  men 

of  society  wherever  their  lotfe  wst?  CltlZen3’  and  valuable  members 

tional  circles  at  C h i Hi  c o !)!',? 'V 11 1 p 1,1  railroad,  religions  and  educa- 

te city’s  feu  !r  , } laS  ,W-:  identified  for  twenty  years  with 

as  his  father  dasTnncc  ted tifSf  l^- ‘“'“l  fw  railroad 
ton  S.  Plumly  was  a Native  of  i >USn?ess  for  forty  years.  Bur- 
lived  for  several  generations  but tV,’t“re  hlS  ancpstors  had 
search  of  opportunity  for  ' Ca"!°  ^ 01,10  m early  manhood  in 
had  charge  of  a nursery  at  MarTtf  'Ve  i loo<1-  For  some  years  he 
road  business  and  for  forty  (Jnsir  atPr  d,1fted  into  the  rail- 
of  the  old  Marietta  & Cincinnati'1  ;Tea™  "as  ln  tl,e  employment 
western,  as  agent  and  operator  ’ TTi"  ' lb>ltimorp  & Ohio  South- 
horn  at  Big  Rlln,  A then  s 'count  v or  sAon’  .,GeorSe  W-  Phm]7>  ™s 
m his  native  place  until  1877 ’ Gluo>  APnl  20,  1860,  and  remained 
praph  operator  and  agent  at  Vinlll  o.  SP.c,,red  a Position  as  tele- 
Ohio.  Subsequently 'he  did  extra  wori!^10”’-  Washb^ton  county, 
vanous  places,  including  two  ve»r-  ? xr*®  Trator  aild  agent  in 
for  the  Marietta  & Cincinnati  am I D tM'Tlman’S  aa  joint  agent 
lus  home  at  Ohillicothe  since  18^  & So"theastern,  making 

tram  dispatcher  at  Chillicothe^ffJiT  h 1.884'  ]lp  "'as  appointed 
* connected  with  the  city’s  social  and  tlme  °n  has  hcenclosely 

"as  appointed  chief  train  dispatched  ‘T,"n'al  life’  In  1894  he 
six  years.  January  1,  i;)00  ],  ' “ beld  that  responsible  place 

^-master  for  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  t0  the  Potion  of 

PI mnlv  'e  satjsfacti°n  to  all  concerned  ?iZ  ^ ,18S  SinCe  wc"Pied 
lumly  was  elected  to  represent  t),  Jn  tbe  sPnng  of  1895  Mr 

member  ot  the  school  board,  and after  s • Ward  °f  ChHlicothe  u 
, the  same  position  in  1900  frr»  ,,  SPP' ln"  one  term  was  elected 
Joyhood  he  has  been  ^ f^ward.  From  eariy  ■ 

he  was  superintendent  of  Sabbath  schoTj  p"  £om  1876  to  1882 

senooi  at  Big  Run  and  Stewapt,8 
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in  Athens  county.  Since  coming  to  Chillicothe  Mr.  Plumly  has  been 
a member  of  the  official  board  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  conspicuous  in  all  movements  for  moral  improvement. 
He  is  also  enthusiastic  in  Freemasonry,  holding  degrees  in  the  lodge, 
chapter  and  commandery.  September  28,  1880,  he  was  married  to 
Mary  A.  Graham,  of  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  by  whom  he  has  five 
children:  Clarence  J.,  Clara  B.,  Leila  A.,  Flora  L.  and  Dorothy  L. 

William  A.  Plyley,  a popular  young  farmer  and  former  school- 
teacher of  Concord  township,  comes  of  a family  which  stands  well 
and  deserves  well  of  Ross  county.  His  father  and  three  uncles  were 
Union  soldiers  during  the  civil  war,  one  of  them  dying  of  starvation 
after  a period  of  more  than  a year  of  indescribable  horrors  in  the 
Andersonville  prison  pen.  The  founders  of  the  Plvley  family  in 
this  region  were  Henry  and  Christian  Plylev,  who  came  to  Ohio 
from  Pennsylvania  in  1815.  They  had  eight  children:  John, 

Samuel,  George,  David,  Emanuel,  Martha,  Margaret  and  Elizabeth. 
Of  these,  David  and  Elizabeth  died  in  childhood;  John  married  and 
settled  in  Ross  county,  where  two  of  his  children  now  reside  (Mary, 
wife  of  Clement  James,  and  Mrs.  Harriet  White,  a widow,  both  of 
Deerfield  township)  ; Samuel  settled  in  Missouri,  married  and  had 
children;  George  became  a resident  of  Fayette  county;  Martha  mar- 
ried and  lived  in  the  same  county;  Margaret  manned  and  lived  in 
Ross  county.  Emanuel,  the  youngest  of  these  children  of  the  pio- 
neers, was  six  years  old  when  they  came  to  Ohio,  and  he  wras  reared 
on  the  farm  where  the  parents  settled,  and  which  is  now  owned  by 
William  A.  Plylev.  In  his  manhood  years  Emanuel  Plyley  was 
engaged  in  farming  with  success  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1883.  He  was  first  married  to  Mary  Ross,  by  whom  he 
had  six  children:  Johnson,  William  A.,  David,  Samuel,  Mary  and 

Margaret.  His  second  wife  was  Mary  Friedley,  by  whom  he  had 
no  children.  The  sons  of  Emanuel  all  grew  up  to  be  stanch  and 
true  men,  who  fulfilled  their  duties  well  both  to  family  and  country. 
William  A.  Plyley  served  over  three  years  as  a soldier  in  the  civil 
war;  afterward  married  and  has  two  daughters  living  at  Greenfield, 
Ohio.  He  died  of  paralysis.  David  Plyley,  who  was  a school- 
teacher and  farmer,  served  in  Sherman’s  army,  was  captured  at  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  sent  to  Andersonville;  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  escape  but  was  too  weak  from  starvation  to  avail  himself 
of  it,  and  traded  his  gold  watch  for  bread  which  he  gave  to  comrades 
who  escaped  and  made  their  way  to  the  Union  lines.  Samuel  Plyley 
was  born  in  1840,  married  but  had  no  children,  served  over  three 
years  in  the  Union  army  and  died  in  1896.  Margaret  Plyley  mar- 
ried Edward  A.  Peasley  and  is  now  a widow,  living  at  Waterloo, 
Fayette  county,  her  only  living  child  being  William  Peasley.  Mary 
II— 41 
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Plyley  never  married  and  died  in  1869.  Johnson,  eldest  son  of 
-b-manuel  Plyley,  was  born  in  1830  in  Concord  township  and  there 
spent  the  whole  of  his  life,  the  adult  portion  of  which  was  devoted 
to  tanning.  His  military  record,  though  brief,  was  creditable,  con- 
sis  ing  o participation  in  the  repulse  of  John  Morgan  and  service 
with  the  hundred  days’  men”  in  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  cam- 
paign of  1864.  In  March,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.,  daugh- 
ter  of  Aaron  Brittenham,  an  old  resident  of  Boss  county.  She 
survived  her  marriage  only  five  years,  and  died  February  5.  1874, 
after  which  he  married  Mildred  Grass,  who  lived  o^ly'  eleven 
months  after  marriage,  dying  December  24,  1876.  She  left  one 
rithat  ln  mfa-ncy.  Johnson  Plyley  died  May  6,  1897.  Of 
the  three  children  of  Ins  first  marriage,  a daughter  and  son  died  in 
i^cZ’  th,e  ?nl-y  s,l,.mv°r  being  William  A.  Plyley,  who  was  bom 
Concord  township,  Ross  county,  November  24,  1871.  After 
gomg  through  the  district  schools,  with  a view  to  qualifying  himself 

T nW  Wr’  h,?  *°°k  a °0Urse  at  the  formal  university  in  Lebanon. 
ofatr,’iC  tauSbt  a term  or  two,  but  his  main  business  has  been  that 

coinm™dablend  anclatral  calling  be  addressed  himself  with 

Zte  S ? ,In  l897’  lle  was  manded  to  Martha  B, 
daughter  of  Fie  ding  Leach,  of  Jackson  county.  They  have  had 

1*02 ^ bSrel^:lar  ’T  18°8’  nnd  Victor  1.,  Wn  Mamh, 
but  the  latter  lived  only  one  month. 

become  acquainted  untf  1 Tfter  'th  ™ natl.VeS  °f  Ge™any  and  did  not 
they  met  and  married  ' Ju*  e^1^ratl0n  to  Cincinnati,  where 

merchant  ailor  nnT  h,  ^ Pohlma*>  "’as  a skillful 

rr; in  *y 

olis.  When  the  junior  nartnJr^?  ’t  and  around  the  °hio  metrop- 
to  be  possessed  of  considernhl  ’ dam,aiT  5,  1899,  lie  was  found 
and  industrious  life  FrankVobT^’  * j6  aPc"mu,ation  of  a busy 
name  was  Mary  L^m  ™ 1°' t""  a"d  his  wife>  'vbose  maiden 
whom  only  six  are  living Frn  l-  U’T  Panuits  of  twelve  children,  of 
and  Arthur.  The  mother  res'  1 D ’ • 0S^P',  Edward,  Charles.  Mary 
suburb  M1"  d,lwr  *l  ^ ™ ' * 

July  24,  1800,  was  thoroiJblw  • j ™an  was  bom  in  Cincinnati: 
his  experienced  father  and  worked  aTa^n"  ‘ ^ tailo.rin«  business  by 
for  nine  years.  In  1885  w , . .l^rneyman  in  his  native  city 
cutter  three  years  in  Ohillicothe  and  i}*  °hlIllcotlle  and  worked  as  a 
W.s„,  Ohio.  Thun  SteSISSS 
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Chillicothe.  He  enjoys  a fine  trade  among  the  most  desirable  class 

rraettd  b{ the  ^ ^ JSwSSS: 

bestowed  upon  the  filling  of  alUrders.00^^,  1887  m£  RAlman 
was  married  to  Frances  Margaret,  daughte/of  jX’and EkSX 
Kaiser,  who  located  in  Chillicothe  in  1852.  Mr.  Kaiser  was  for 
t-  JY  ai?f  a P°Plllar  confectioner,  a business  be  carried  on  until 

s death,  March  9,  1898,  his  wife  surviving  until  November  5,  1901 
5 m !m?^C5ldr,en  ^e  Christina,  Catherine,  Edward:  Anna  wile 
of  Michael  He  fnch  of  Washington  Court  House,  Ohio:  Mrs  Teckla 
Brandle,  of  Chillicothe,  who  has  one  child,  Edwin;  MiT.  CardSe 

rw  0±flChllllj°^\e  ’ MrS-  Frances  M-  Pohlman;  John,  a grocer  in 
Chillicothe,  and  Elnora.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Pohlman  have 

sTVeteitc’  STT  T‘  and  the  family  are  members  of 

of  Sf  • 5,5?  '°  Pohlman  is  a “ember  of  the  order 

ot  Elks,  in  Chillicothe  lodge,  JSTo.  52. 

OlT^  5°°!  7l-b0;n  Pec?mber  3,  1816,  in  Fayette  county, 
Ohio.  The  first  of  his  family  in  Ohio  was  his  grandfather,  a Vir- 

WW  mt°  the, new  emmtry  to  prospect  for  a home,  and 

of  U 8 5C  *d  r ’ ,retU1?le<1,and  brought  out  his  son  William  (father 
one  chiTdbjeTl°f  118  sketeh\ who  was  a young  married  man  with 
frmri  tl  * , ^ T*  °'?T  tbe  trails  and  Pioneer  mountain  roads 

,'r  lome  ln  ^irgima,  with  the  young  wife  and  child  mounted 
on  an  old  horse,  which  was  the  only  means  of  transportation  that 
their  means  permitted  them  to  buy  for  the  journey.  Reaching 

5v\T’nty’  tw-nlder  William  Po°l  bought,  in  1825,  the  farm  on 
wh  ch  his  son  William  now  resides.  After  living  on  this  place  sev- 
eial  years  he  removed  to  Fayette  county,  which  was  his  home  for  a 
considerable  period.  The  old  gentleman’s  recollection  carried  him 
back  to  the  day  when  Ohio  was  still  a howling  wilderness,  and  the 
white  and  red  men  were  fighting  for  supremacy  all  through  the  trans- 
llegheny  country.  During  the  Indian  troubles  of  1800,  he  was 
taken  in  the  general  call  for  men  to  meet  and  check  the  savages  of 
the  wild  tribe  along  the  Ohio.  He  died  in  1863  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  years  William  Pool,  son  of  the  foregoing,  has  always  resided 
on  the  place  his  father  first  bought  in  Ross  countv,  which  he  pur- 
chased of  the  other  heirs  after  the  death  of  the  father.  He  engaged 
in  general  fanning  and  the  raising  of  stock.  He  is  proud  of  having 
been  a lifelong  Democrat,  and  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  is  a well  pre- 
served and  companionable  man.  He  had  a sister,  ‘named  Mima,  who 
lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-two  years.  Mr.  Pool  was  married  in  1840 
to  Nancy  Houser,  who  died  in  1869,  and  they  had  ten  children.  Of 
these,  Sidney  and  Kate  have  passed  away,  besides  two  others  who 
died  in  infancy ; Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Allen  Fletcher,  Luthera  mar- 
ried Joseph  Wonderly,  William  and  Charles  are  at  home,  Everett 
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hves  at  Londonderry,  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Abraham  Blazer,  of 
Union  township.  ’ 

T^i  f0:!"1;  deceased,  was  torn  in  Twin  township,  Ross 
TWr’  it”  r 5’  lhSt'  HlS  parents  vvere  Joshua  and  Rachel  (Henry) 
the  11  IT''  b°rn  °"  Decembcr  21,  1802,  near  Chillicothe,  and 
nL  f . Jcb",81T’  1S09>  i"  the  old  state  of  Virginia.  The  pio- 

Joshua  y tn  It"  c,0unty  was  Peter  Porter,  father  of 

a Virlil  l Came  xT  Mainland.  He  married  Isabella  McDill, 
fcr  Sc0,tch  dcscent-  and  they  settled  in  Twin  town- 
OctVr  09  th7  spent  thf  rest  of  their  days,  his  death  occurring 

Sr  st  '”f ; «» «™  «f  i.ni.  which  i,  im!  zt  r«2 

which  ” J„*T  W80  FT*  *“'  »nti!  hi»  **">. 

1887.  Their  fnmiKr  9 Vs  W1^e  8Urvivlng  until  August  5, 

dren  • IsaMlf  if  "'f.^^posed  of  the  following  named  six  chib 

subjecf  o tC  Ike  t ?^°T’  °f  BainW;  John  H„ 

Willia„fR;l  ^/S  ’f  ?ry  J-’ -ife  of  WiHiam^R.  Wilcox^ 

experiences  of  John  H Porter?  1*°™back;  and  Rosa  E‘  The 
come  to  farmer  bovs  in  tl  a e,ai!y  tifo  were  such  as  usually 

farm  during  the  busy  season  !lelr  ;y°"tb'  He  worked  on  the 

effort  was  made  by  ieadi.ur  ^ T b!n  tbe  !on?  evenings  came,  an 
ance  at  the  neighborhood  C-lin'T'/1'  ,tbe  farndy  Preside  and  attend- 
future  use.  WheT  he  Llt  i *°  lay  Up  book  learning  for 

• ;e  tlW,Wnre!±ed  ma!,lro  ^nhood  and  realized  the 


necessity  of  settling-  down  iwu  . *1 ir<;  111  a 1x11  °°d  and  realized  the 

in  Mary  Core,  whom  he  marrie?6”  t’  ^0nnd  a valuable  assistant 
is  descended  from Tf am  lv T <*J****ry  25,  1860.  This  lady 
1807,  findings  permanent  W 1°  ?°-t  °t!  ln  Boss  county  as  earlv  as 
was  born  in  the^pkee  wllotl  l.  " “ Tw“  township.  Mrs.  Porter 
spent  all  the  years  of  her  life  **  u?'  rf!ldes  an.d  where  she  has 
engaged  in  earnest  work  as  a man’iage,  Mr.  Porter 

as  an  industrious  man  and  exemrd  ^ ^^-raiser,  being  regarded 
We.  He  voted  with  the  ftnS  7 in  a11  the*  duties  of 

after  office.  He  was  “IS  ® party>  was  never  a seeker 
lifelong  member  of  the  Presbyter™*1^  1re  i^0T,s  convictions  and  a 
position  of  trustee  for  over  thirty  vf”  ,cbu^b’  in  which  he  held  the 
being  always  very  liberal  toward  t‘iloarb'  Re  "as  a “cheerful  giver,” 
good  causes.  Mr.  Porter  departed  ?f  the  cln,rch  an<l  other 

lamented  by  all  who  knew  him.  * lfe  'Tanuar.v  7,  1901,  much 

Joseph  P.  Posey  n-f  TT 

teacher,  farmer  and  public  offieiS™  thTpS’  ^ as  a 

part  of  Ross  county.  His 
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grandparents  were  Peter  and  Sarah  Posey,  Pennsylvanians  of  Eng- 
lish and  German  descent,  and  farmers  by  occupation,  who  had  six 
children,  now  all  deceased — Mary,  Sarah,  Catherine,  Louisa,  Mark 
and  Samuel  It.  Samuel  It.  Posey  was  born  in  Chester  county,  Pa., 
February  22,  1821;  came  to  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  in  1849;  mar- 
ried Mary  M.  Baum,  of  that  county,  and  lived  there  three  years, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Boss  county  and  settled  in  Twin  town- 
ship. Two  years  later  he  went  to  Huntington  township,  where  he 
spent  the  next  eighteen  years,  then  returned  to  T\vin  township  for 
a three  years’  stay  after  which  Huntington  was  chosen  as  his  per- 
manent place  of  abode.  He  was  a good  business  man  and  very  suc- 
cessful farmer,  making  a specialty  of  stock  and  dealing  extensively 
therein,  accumulated  over  a thousand  acres  of  land,  was  township 
trustee  for  several  terms,  and  member  of  the  school  board  for  many 
years.  He  was  about  seventy-two  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The 
widow  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mi's.  K.  Hamm  at  Washington 
Court  House,  Ohio.  Samuel  B.  Posey  and  wife  were  the  parents 
of  twelve  children:  Peter  C.,  Joseph  B.,  Samuel  W.,  Mark  L., 

Sarah  E.  (deceased),  Martha  F.,  Mary  A.,  Louisa  A.,  of  Illinois; 
Katie  I.,  of  Fayette  county,  Ohio;  Ida  E.,  of  Chillicothe;  Isabel 
M.,  Huntington  township;  and  Maggie  A.,  of  Kingston,  Ohio. 
Joseph  B.  Posey,  second  of  the  children  in  regular  order,  was  born 
in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  May  14,  1851.  With  a view  to  qualify- 
ing himself  for  educational  work,  he  attended  the  Xormal  school  at 
Frankfort.,  Ohio,  and  the  Wesleyan  university  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
Iowa.  Beginning  in  1879  he  taught  school  in  Huntington  town- 
ship during  the  winters  and  assisted  on  the  farm  in  summer  until 
1888.  He  was  married  in  1876  to  Susie  J.  Streevey,  a native  of 
Huntington  township,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  George  S.,  liv- 
ing in  Indiana,  and  Anna  J.,  wife  of  Harry  McCandlish,  of  Indi- 
ana. The  mother  died  May  15,  1880,  and  September  30,  1880,  Mr. 
Posey  was  married  to  Emily  D.  Finley,  of  Boss  county,  bv  whom 
he  had  five  children:  Mamie  C.,  Ollie  L.,  Clara  B.,  Freddie  S.  and 
Joseph  X.  The  second  wife  died  January  24,  1897,  after  a week’s 
illness  with  pneumonia,  and  Mr.  Posey  was  married,  for  the  third 
time,  to  Mrs.  Barbara  Spurrier,  a native  of  Pike  county.  He  has 
held  various  township  offices,  including  assessor,  justice  of  the  peace 
for  four  consecutive  terms,  and  member  of  the  board  of  education 
for  several  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Mount  Olivet  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  Tecumseh  lodge,  Xo.  80,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  fellows. 

Adam  Quick,  lately  deceased,  was  a good  sample  of  the  sturdy 
race  which  comes  from  Germany  and  so  strengthens  the  population 
of  the  United  States  by  their  habits  of  thrift,  industry  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  law.  He  was  born  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  April  o,  1827, 
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iD  Carly.  m“hood  and  shortly  after  his 
. , iri  -R°ss  county,  Ohio.  He  brought  along  with  him 

natural  antiTT1/ 7 iDgneSS  caPa<%  work?  aided  by  a 
he  fo7nd  T-  7'S,lrieSS-  *Ie  tumed  hi®  hand  to  the  first  thing 

at  l!  t°’  "■hT  \llappened  to  1)6  fa™  ™rk  and  this  he  kepi 

TaiXer  l.^  a 7,  at  Chillicothe  as  laborer  in  a 

aeedto  s^7  A®  ‘®  ?Sult  °f  his  industl7  and  economy  he  man- 
ure wordtTh^^^  t0  rent  a.place  of  his  own,  and  this  ven- 
the  necessary  rJ'  tUtmin£  P0lnt,in  his  career.  He  got  together 

popular  with  tbTT‘°7  andl?.PCned  a tavern>  "'hi ch  soon  became 
T,P  , f traveling  public  and  made  money  for  Mr  Quick 

W aZeir°;7d  5^  r th0Se  rare  who  know  howt 

wide  as  a mit  1 f'f “ lTaW’  in  time  became  known  far  and 
i.”  Anroi  l Place  to  get  “accommodation  for  man  and 

real  estate  and  wh7u  iT  T’^  "P°n  ,lirn>  Mr;  Quick  invested  in 
acres  of  as  g-ood  Inr.  1 ° +i1CC  WaS  foiln(*  to  be  in  possession  of  126 
denc7  whLr;lif!l?e,Cr,n!l'  aff<>rd<*h  He' built  a fine  resi- 

soon  had  another\i^  thStde8itr°yeu  ’f  fire  in  1875’  bllt  he 
which  is  now  occupied  bv  his  '7.  where  he  first  liegan  business  and 
the  substantial  and  reliihl  Widow.  He  was  regarded  as  one  of 

the  duties  of  life  L welf  7 to"  1°f  • IS  Tlopted  cit-v>  and  f"lfilled  a11 
both  ns  business  In  and  v°bteln  *e  resPect  of  the  commimity 
Rebstock  an'lXy  ^cime  theT  carried  Elizabeth 

the  only  one  now  livino-  ;q  \ 1 three  children,  of  whom 

m-,2,  &,  0hi»'  I* 

vama  who  was  taken  to  Fnn-i  a ^ ^oaP’  a native  of  Pennsyl- 

there  twelve  yeai  She  Cm„ftiWhen  ^ ^ °ld  and  Iived 

has  since  made  her  home  there  h!?8]  C°“nty  m earl.v  girlhood  and 
she  has  one  child,  Marv  F v,i  ?•  “er  ™arnage  with  Mr.  Quick 
Quick  was  a member  of  the  °hia  Mr’ 

is  liviniVLii^aV'TiuSti"  Hl,n‘il|^on  township  farmer, 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  ofutn^  °“?  °f,hls  ancestors  during  the 
the  second  white  man  who  settled  in  that*  h7  If  a &randson  of 
included  in  Huntington  townshin  R.7  Part  °!  Ross  eount.v  now 
Richie  was  the  first  arrival,  l>„t  clL  Si  fWral  consent>  William 
^an,  who  built,  his  cabin  in  the  hills  / tV™  <iame  R™jamin  Ral- 
He  had  come  with  his  wife  fornierlv  A^  H,,nt>ugton  before  1800. 
mgliam  county,  Va.,  making  thTimL^^^  He,,ry’  from 
Ralstan  bought  from  Henry  ^^7^7  °n  hoi?ehaek.  Benjamin 
a\  tWs  has  remainedln  tho  ^ °f  land’  "hich  from 

generations5 ^pp'l'es  Cmany 

^ — p^.  „Ben ,,  „ he  .Ss 
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in  the  Bible  narrative,  was  a “mighty  hunter  in  the  land.”  Noth- 
ing pleased  him  so  well  as  a rough-and-tumble  chase  after  bear,  deer 
or  other  big  game,  and  if  the  traditions  are  correct,  it  was  his  love 
for  this  sport  which  eventually  led  to  his  death.  While  out  hunting 
one  very  cold  night,  he  lost  his  way  in  the  woods  and  perished  with 
cold  before  morning.  Next  day  his  body  was  found  by  the  searchers 
in  Streevey  ?s  hollow,  not  far  from  where  one  of  his  grandsons  sub- 
sequently lived.  Benjamin  and  Margaret  Ralstan  had  a family  of 
three  sons  and  several  daughters,  most  of  whom  were  born  in  Ross 
county.  Robert,  the  youngest  of  the  boys,  was  bom  in  1795  and 
spent  his  whole  life  within  a few  rods  of  the  place  where  his  father 
first  settled.  During  the  ninety-six  years  of  his  existence  he  was 
never  more  than  forty  miles  from  home  and  is  not  known  to  have 
ever  rode  on  the  cars.  He  married  Maria  Taylor,  daughter  of 
Zachariah  and  Mary  Taylor,  early  settlers  in  Buckskin  township, 
and  took  possession  of  a hewed  log  house,  which  ever  afterward  con- 
stituted their  abode.  Here  in  the  progress  of  years  there  grew  up 
about  them  the  unusually  large  number  of  fifteen  children,  whose 
names  are  thus  recorded  in  the  family  register:  Allen,  now  a resi- 

dent of  Pike  county,  O. ; Rebecca,  wife  of  Noah  Freshour,  of  Vin- 
cennes, Ind. ; Hiram,  of  Fayette  county ; Emily,  wife  of  Alexander 
Freshour,  of  Huntington  township;  Benjamin,  deceased;  Thomas  J., 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Margaret,  wife  of  Joseph  Cross,  of  Chilli- 
cothe;  Jane  E.,  wife  of  Samuel  Edgerton,  of  South  Salem;  James, 
of  Huntington  township;  Robert,  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio;  Malinda, 
Elizabeth,  Rosa  B.,  Wesley  and  Francis  V.  Robert  Ralstan  died 
in  1891,  about  the  time  he  had  completed  his  ninety-sixth  year,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  when  eighty  years  old.  Thomas  J.  Ralstan, 
sixth  of  this  large  family  of  children,  was  bom  in  Ross  county,  April 
8,  1842,  on  the  farm  in  Huntington  township,  where  he  now  resides* 
In  early  manhood  he  married  Ada  Streevey,  who  also  has  a distin- 
guished pioneer  ancestry  running  as  far  back  in  the  history  of  Hunt- 
ington township  as  that  of  her  husband.  In  fact  the  first  founders 
of  these  respective  families  settled  about  the  same  time  and  were 
intimate  friends.  Many  a hunt  did  Peter  Streevey  and  Benjamin 
Ralston  have  together  in  the  “good  old  days”  when  the  woods  were 
full  of  panthers,  bear,  deer  and  other  lordly  game.  His  son  Peter 
was  also  a great  hunter  and  one  of  his  adventures  is  still  remembered 
in  the  township  traditions  and  often  talked  over  in  the  families  of 
their  descendants.  One  day,  so  runs  the  story,  when  Ben  and  Peter 
were  out  near  Pinnacle  Knob  they  heard  the  dogs  barking  up  a big 
chestnut  tree  which  had  been  broken  off  at  the  ton  some  forty  feet 
from  the  ground.  Peter  Streevey  climbed  this  tree  and  thrust  his 
pole  down,  with  the  result  that  Mr.  Bruin  soon  emerged  and  climbed 
down  on  one  side,  while  his  pursuer  lost  no  time  in  hastening  down 
the  other.  Ralstan,  with  the  aid  of  the  dogs,  killed  the  old  bear 
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a“k  a er1S,treeVey.  reascended  the  stump  and  captured  two  frisky 
cubs  which  he  earned  home  alive.  Paul  Streevey  served  in  the  rev- 

war>  had  boys,  Daniel,  Joseph  and  Peter,  who 
Strep vev  m t lCT>'\llT  1812'  After  his  marriage  to  Miss 

mS  T Settled  on  the  l),ace  of  200  acres,  which 

fnllv  r?  816  ?i  VS  ,ad?er  s estate,  and  this  he  has  cultivated  success- 
ive ^ ecently  he  built  a neat  frame  house  which  is  the  latest  of 
the  many  improvements  he  has  added  to  his  patrimony  since  coming 
^possession.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralstan  have  one  child,  Georgie  by 

vil^TveZ1  JerenrTh  B>  ?fcliff’  ?rcneral  merchants,  of  Gillespie 
EaAeWlS^T; ±Je™?'ah  Ratchff  and  grandsons  of  John  and 
county  i Vsoi  'n’  "““^i  °,f  Xorth  Carolina  who  came  to  Ross 
rZfLZ  ft-  llley  T»«led  in  Liberty  township  and  later 
cliff  in  1846  ™rU-n0Wv  1-nt°n  count-v>  "'here  they  died,  John  Rah 

zsr  :i:;  t-  int 

is«,  hi  ZS'°m“ik  B “°  ‘T  T1"1 4?°  *"“  »f  l*»'i  I» 

(Dixon)  Brown  of  Vint/*  V0^n’  c a^^lter  0*’  George  and  Achsa 
children  of  whom  CoT  Jeremiah  and  his  wife  had  five 

ing Wllllami  ai]d  J«“i«h  B.  are  still  liv- 
August  7,  1848  was  educated8  .arV  ead-  Geor£e  Ratcliff  was  born 
life  as  clerk  for  hi*  uncle  Tim  ^ schools  and  started  in 

1870  ho  , poZSh  J! Shi  . “ ,n»»tad»T.  I« 

ness  and  after  four  years  the  latw  f ^ tlle  mercantile  busi- 
son,  John  W.  The  brother*  „ +•  gave  his.  interests  to  his  other 
Jeremiah  B.  entered  the  nii-fn*1  'l!''0  *-  \C  business  until  1884,  when 
became  known  M8  br°thers  aud  firm 

until  John  W.  withdiew  f,om  the8"/  S°  for  some  time,  or 

ware  department.  At  this  juncture  tl*  ^ took  charge  of  the  hard- 
John  W.  continuing  for  some  time  ‘ 6 FleSent  dnn  was  organized, 
later  engaging  in  farming  until  his  denth  ’^  °f  £®  1!?Ldware  but 
member  of  the  finn,  has  held  tGffi  George  Ratc}iff,  the  elder 

ship  for  twelve  years  or  mo  e S®  of  ,treas^er  of  his  town- 
Eliza  J.  Jones,  daughter  of  .To?,  TZ^  °n  JulJ  2-  1873,  to 
They  have  four  living  children  Toll'  a”d  Elizabeth  (Ross)  Jones. 
Blanche  A.  Jeremiah  Tl  Ratohff”*?-’  GeorSe  IL>  Eiutli  E.,  and 
firm,  was  born  in  Vinton  countv  t,,  in  ;V"”nger  member  of  the 
common  schools,  and  in  1884  « '1° , ’ " as  educated  in  the 

brothers.  He  was  married  in  1891  m pi  “T  business  with  his 
Rebecca  (Jones!  Dixon  of  Ross  Vo,  * i (1 ^f^hter  °f  Mahlon  and 

Harold  and  Ernest.  Jeremiah  Ifctdiff“d  haVe  two  children, 

Ratcliff  1S  a member  of  Garfield 
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lodge,  Xo.  710,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Richmond  Dale,  also  of  the  Gillespie- 
ville  camp,  Xo.  6,555,  of  Modern  Woodmen.  William  Ratcliff, 
another  brother,  was  born  in  Vinton  county,  on  February  16,  1857. 
He  receive#  the  ordinary  common  school  education,  has  followed 
the  business  of  farming  and  is  now  one  of  the  county  commissioners 
of  Vinton  county.  He  is  a member  of  the  Garfield  lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows,  at  Richmond  Dale.  October  6,  1878,  he  was  married  to 
Mellie  A.,  daughter  of  Xelson  and  Marina  (Peecher)  Graves,  of 
Ross  county.  They  have  two  children,  Clifford  and  Louise. 

J.  Ernest  Ratcliff,  recorder  of  Ross  county,  was  born  in  Liberty 
township  of  that  county  on  September  9,  1875.  His  parents  were 
John  W.  and  Ella  S.  (Motter)  Ratcliff,  both  natives  of  Ross  county. 
The  father  was  born  in  1852,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  August 
17,  1899,  was  a well-to-do  farmer.  The  mother  was  bora  March  29, 
1855,  and  passed  away  on  April  13,  1899,  only  a few  months  before 
her  husband.  They  had  a family  of  eight  children,  only  three  of 
whom  are  living.  The  latter  are  Hattie  M.,  Elizabeth  and  J. 
Etnest,  the  others  all  dying  in  childhood.  Hattie  M.,  the  eldest  sis- 
ter, is  the  wife  of  S.  W.  Arganbright,  a farmer  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  the  youngest  of  the  family  resides  with  them.  J.  Ernest  Rht- 
cliff  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Liberty  township  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  high  school  in  1891.  His  father  had  been  a merchant 
at  Londonderry  for  twenty-five  years  and  he  became  a partner  with 
him  after  completing  his  school  course.  This  business  was  disposed 
of  by  sale  in  1892,  and  the  family  removed  to  their  farm.  There 
Mr.  Ratcliff  remained  until  1895,  when  he  accepted  the  position  of 
deputy  county  recorder  under  Lee  DesMartin  and  served  for  six 
years  in  that  capacity.  In  the  fall  of  1900,  Mr.  Ratcliff  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Republican  party  as  candidate  for  the  office  of  county 
recorder.  At  the  ensuing  election  he  was  chosen  by  the  people,  and 
he  took  charge  of  the  office  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  1901. 
He  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  youngest  county  officer  in 
Ohio,  being  elected  when  twenty-five,  and  is  especially  well  quali- 
fied for  the  position  he  holds,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  is  an  unusu- 
ally fine  penman.  This  valuable  gift  was  not  the  result  of  training 
or  extra  cultivation,  but  came  to  him  naturally.  His  records,  dur- 
ing the  six  years  or  more  in  which  he  did  that  work,  are  pronounced 
perfect  by  expert  judges.  In  fact,  his  chirograph  y is  as  perfect  as 
such  work  can  be  made,  equaling,  if  it  does  not  excel,  that  of  the 
professional  penman  in  our  business  colleges.  Xovember  24,  1894, 
Mr.  Ratcliff  was  married  to  Lola  F.,  daughter  of  John  and  Xettie 
( Cotterell)  Yonne.  Mrs.  Ratcliff  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
Gallia  county,  Ohio.  Both  husband  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Ratcliff  is  a member  of  Tecumseh 
lodge,  Xo.  80,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Chillicothe.  Politically  he  is  a 
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staunch  Republican  and  a worker  among  the  young  men  of  his  party. 
. 1S  grandfather,  Jeremiah  Ratcliff,  is  living  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  his  wife  having  died 
recently  also  well  advanced  in  years.  9 


Lorenzo  D.  Ray,  M.  D.,  of  Gillespieville,  was  born  in  Jackson 
county,  August  3,  1848.  His  parents  were  John  G.  and  Louisa 
(JJixon)  Ray,  both  natives  of  Vinton  county,  Ohio.  John  G.  was 
e son  o league  and  Amy  (Graves)  Ray,  the  former  of  North 
aro  ina  an  the  latter  bom  in  Kentucky,  while  her  parents  were  on 
the  way  to  Ohio  in  1805.  Teague  was  a son  of  Thomas  and  Charity 

isns^"6  a 7b  ^orfh  Carolinians  who  came  to  Ross  county  in 
, an  sett  ed  in  Jefferson  township  on  a farm  now  owned  by 
George  Rittenour,  but  soon  went  on  Middle  fork  of  Salt  Creek,  two 
miles  west  of  Ray,  where  they  spent  the  balance  of  their  days,  and 

nent  tW  'L  T*  chiId?n-  T*W°  Amy  (Graves)  Ray 

S™  Ti  °n  br  Sa,"f  farm  and  there  rearcd  a of  eight 

Slnfv  m^  S°T  J°natha“  lives  011  the  home  farm  at  toe  age  of 
at  Weltom,  ynT'3  5 J^,lland  Nancy  live  in  Illinois,  and  Charity 
the  office  of  iiisti°  f °ti  ” ^av  was  8 fanner  by  occupation,  held 
son  clntv  in  18oV  . • ° ab°Ut  thirty  «»d  died  in  Jack- 

year  \11  of  their’  "S  passed  away  in  the  preceding 

CLtdltT,.:™  n‘%’ tmr  »f  ,hT  *7 

fann  and  pducntprl  m J at  r‘  7 °renzo  D.  Ray  was  reared  on  the 

Thereafter,  untiUhl^/S^h  univer®ity  « Lebanon,  O. 

1887  he  was  graduated  from  toe  7 '*7?  In 

and  shortly  thereafter  he  entered  T C?llege  of  ChlcaS0’ 
sion  in  Wapello  countv,  Iowa  In  ^ °f  hls  profeS' 

at  which  place  he  resumed  the  ^7°'  ,le  carne  to  Londonderry,  O., 
13,  1871,  he  was  married  tn  V • lVf r prfctlce  of  medicine.  April 

Euphama  (Milner)  Brooks  who^cam  ’ 77  °f  Ge°rge  W-  and 

about  the  vcar  1849  Rv’tl  * Ca™e  to  ^ac^son  county,  Ohio, 
ten.  ttee  chil. 

son,  O. ; Nettie  V.  is  married  to  N n ¥ T}hon  Gallagher,  of  Jack- 
Victor  L.  is  a telegraph  operator  at  Rv^T*  ^7*  Dayton’  °- 1 and 
children  died  January  off  -i  one  A y<rr’  G-  The  mother  of  these 

was  married  to  Mrs.  Maria  Benson  of  ^ol”1  7 81kl?01’  Dr'  Kay 
is  a member  of  Mineral  lodge  No  250  f ™ll)’,s’A  Ohio.  I)r-  ^7 
Junction,  O. ; of  Clinton  chanter*  i ’ A-  F.  & A.  M.  of  Hamden 
Malta  commanderv,  Knights  Temnl11  £?uncd  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa; 
diet  lodge,  No.  586,  I O O 31>  at  Ottumwa;  .Bene- 

No.  62,  W.  O.  W,  of  Blakesbum  ?!akeahurff’  Iowai  and  Camp, 
office-seeker,  although  in  early  lifP  lm  i n V0*01'  has  never  been  an 
peace  in  Jackson  county  and  in  the  * tbe/lace  of  justice  of  the 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Liberty  township0"^  Pe  was  elected 
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Amos  Raymond,  the  well  known  veterinary  surgeon  of  Kingston, 
has  been  in  touch  with  Ross  county  affairs  for  more  than  half  a cen- 
tury. Though  a native  of  one  of  the  neighboring  counties,  he  was 
brought  to  Rbss  by  his  parents  when  only  nine  years  old  and  most 
of  his  active  life  and  work  has  been  within  her  limits.  In  youth  he 
acquired  knowledge  of  the  useful  and  honorable  trade  of  shoemaking 
and  he  has  made  boots  and  shoes  for  two  generations  of  Ross  county 
boys  and  girls.  When  Mr.  Raymond  was  a boy  he  acquired  a taste 
for  horse-trading,  which  soon  grew  into  a passion,  and  before  he  was 
out  of  his  “teens”  he  was  a match  for  the  best  of  them  in  the  art  of 
judging,  buying  and  selling  the  equine  animal.  This  constant  asso- 
ciation with  horses  necessitated  a study  of  their  habits,  characteristics, 
needs  and  ailments.  Motives  financial  as  well  as  humanitarian 
induced  him  to  notice  when  his  horses  were  sick  and,  if  possible,  to 
devise  remedies  to  cure  them.  In  other  words,  the  groundwork  was 
laid  for  the  study  of  veterinary  surgery,  one  of  the  more  useful  of 
all  the  branches  of  the  great  science  of  healing,  in  which  Mr.  Ray- 
mond by  degrees  became  an  adept,  and  which  he  afterward  took  up 
professionally  and  has  practiced  for  more  than  forty  years.  Nor 
has  his  work  been  confined  to  that  noble  animal  which  has  well  been 
defined  as  man’s  earliest  and  most  faithful  friend  among  all  the 
orders  of  quadrupeds.  He  has  studied  and  successfully  treated 
domestic  animals  of  all  kinds,  in  accordance  with  the  teaching  of 
' modern  civilization  that  man’s  dumb  friends  are  entitled  to  the  best 
care  that  can  be  given  them.  By  studying  and  practicing  so  assidu- 
ously one  branch  of  medical  science,  Mr.  Raymond  naturally 
absorbed  much  knowledge  of  other  departments  and  is  well  versed 
in  the  general  theory  and  practice  of  medicine.  In  fact,  he  has  per- 
formed some  cures  of  diseases  in  his  own  family  which  had  baffled 
the  skill  of  the  professional  physicians.  His  father  was  Daniel  Ray- 
mond, a native  of  Adams  county,  Pa.,  who  learned  the  house  car- 
penter’s trade  in  Philadelphia  and  came  to  Pickawray  county,  Ohio, 
in  1827,  wdien  twenty- two  years  old.  There  he  met  and  married 
Margaret  Overmeyer,  who  had  been  brought  to  the  same  county  by 
her  parents  when  a child.  Both  died  in  Fairfield  county,  the  father, 
March  10,  1875,  in  his  seventy-first  year,  and  the  mother  in  August, 
1880,  wThen  seventy-three  years  old.  They  had  a family  of  eleven 
children,  of  w’hom  nine  are  living  in  different  parts  of  the  South  and 
West  Amos  Raymond  was  bom  in  Pickaway  county,  November  4, 
1829,  and  vdien  sixteen  years  old  began  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
shoemaker’s  trade,  after  his  family  settled  at  Adelphi,  in  Ross 
county.  When  he  had  fully  qualified  himself  he  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Adelphi  for  thirty  years,  and  there  and  elsewhere  has  been  in  that 
business  more  or  less  for  over  fifty-two  years.  In  1876  he  located 
on  a farm  in  Pickaway  county,  and  two  years  later  bought  a place 
in  Salt  Greek  township,  where  he  resided  until  1884.  In  that  year 
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he  purchased  P1  opert j in  Prairie  \ iew,  where  he  made  his  residence 
until  1890  and  then  settled  permanently  at  Kingston.  During  all 
these  removals  and  changes,  in  whatever  place  or  county  he  resided, 
Kaymoild  Practiced  his  profession  or  worked  at  his  trade  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  occasion  permitted  or  demanded.  He  takes  a par- 
donable pride  in  recalling  that  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
^publican  party  and  participated  actively  in  all  of  the  early  politi- 
wl,a,fer  against  slaveiy  extension.  His  first  presidential  vote 
in  i sr9  °tt  en/  ®cott,  the  Whig  candidate  for  president 

seniicnt * ^ ™ted  ^ G®n,eraI  Fremont  in  1856  and  for  every  sub- 

var  ous  mlX- offi an  Candldate  for  the  Presidency.  He  has  held 
IchoofwT  ^ ’1SZ7ng  many  -years  “a  member  of  the  Adelphi 
townsh^  fo,.’  I / 1,1  'f  "aS  e,ected  •ivlst'ce  of  the  peace  in  Green 
S of  Zt  T f *hree  yearS'  He  has  always  been  an  ardent 
jurisdiction  rli  ' ^ etucatl°"  and  "'as  one  of  the  board  under  whose 
Erected  He  1 S<>  “ , VaK,al,le  school-house  at  Adelphi  was 

toriea  ,J  ,ir  TTUy  We"  illf0rmed  ™an,  especially™  his- 

omntormis  read!  T^0*8’  ricerai^  which  he  has  been  an 
mmvoious  reader  and  close  student  all  his  life.  January  1 1852 

followed  that,  event  Ins  lw’n  83|>+ and  the  half  century  which  has 
affectionate  devotion  to  e 1 'f6  W!f  l mutual  self-sacrifice  and 

a™,  r'ir  ?f  »■»  ■*»- 

ity  all  but  one,  that  beino-  the  th'  , auShters,  they  reared  to  matur- 
Henry,  Ettie  Howald  ln  th>rd,1>orn'  The  full  list  is : William, 
Hattie  Lucilla,  Minnie  Linenl  "V^’  Charles  Carey,  Addie  May, 
and  Jessie  Fremont.  William  the  Tw’  Glmton,  Fdwin  Stanton 
six  years.  All  the  liv  ™ Xn  d,fd  at  the  age  of  twenty- 

themselves  in  various  localities'  re^f  areJnan'le<1  811  d in  business  for 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  hut  Dr  iS  a mem.ber  of 

any  religious  organization  ? Raymond  is  not  affiliated  with  * 

Ohio,^fteIr  a ^urcessM^^'J  a,  ret.5re?  life  in  Hallsville, 

excellent  citizenship  obtained  1 w +1  ™eXlamc>  a sample  of  that 
channels.  His  paints  Christ ,States  tb™gh  German 
came  from  the  fatherland  in  ISH  n^  r .'T  (Janna>  Rebstock, 
that  city,  Christian  for  some  time' 1 X J0?  ed  at  CMHcothe.  In 
ward  moved  on  Little  Walnut  a ho  nd"°.tcr  a store,  which  he  after- 
His  wife  died  October  15  18tX.X  X"?  ™iles  from  Ghillicothe. 

' ' 8fi8-  They  reared  a ' family  * of  -f  l!>  deatb  occurred  November 

three  of  the  former  still  fivinn-  p R °pV?nSi  a”d  five  daughters, 

dren  was  born  in  Germany,  November' i ei£bth  of  the  chil- 
with  his  parents  when  about  seven  1™™  m 7’ and  crosaed  the  ocean 
cothe  and  learned  the  trade  of  Hc  grew  up  in  Chilli- 

" on-making,  which  he  was  work- 
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ing  at  in  Green  township  when  the  civil  war  opened.  He  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Twenty-sixth  regiment  Ohio  infantry,  with  which  he 
served  through  many  arduous  campaigns.  The  principal  battles  in 
which  he  participated  were  those  of  Stone  River,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Chickamauga  and  Missionary  Ridge,  not  to  mention  numerous 
lighter  engagements  and  skirmishes.  He  was  severely  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  receiving  a bullet  in  the  right  leg, 
which  necessitated  several  months  in  the  hospital  and  subsequent 
discharge  on  account  of  disability.  This  occurred  March  29,  1864, 
after  which  Mr.  Rebstock  made  his  way  back  to  Ohio  and  as  soon  as 
able  resumed  work  at  his  trade  in  Hallsville.  February  12,  1867, 
he  was  married  at  Hallsville  to  Mary  Pontious,  a native  of  Colerain 
township,  and  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Mary  (Seebold)  Pontious, 
both  bom  in  Union  county,  Pa.,  of  German  ancestry.  Conrad  Pon- 
tious settled  in  Ross  county  about  1822  and  became  one  of  the 
wealthiest  farmers  in  Colerain  township,  owning  400  acres  of  land 
and  much  other  valuable  property.  He  reared  a family  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  living,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rebstock  have  one  son,  Landis,  born  April  20, 
1872,  and  a butcher  by  trade.  He  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  John 
Albin,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  and  has  one  child, 
Zelma  Fay,  born  in  1S96.  Mr.  Rebstock  is  a member  of  Bookwalter 
lodge,  No.  155,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  When  he  first  com- 
menced work  at  his  trade  he  received  only  $25  for  the  first  year,  but 
did  better  later  on,  and  continued  the  business  for  thirty-eight  years, 
when  he  ceased  operations  in  that  line.  He  owns  a good  tract  of 
land  near  Hallsville,  which  he  cultivates  in  connection  with  stock- 
raising,  and  lives  a retired  life  in  the  village,  from  which  he  super- 
intends work  on  the  farm. 

Rev.  Joseph  Reinicke,  pastor  of  the  German  Evangelical  Salem 
church  in  Chillicothe,  was  born  in  Elgin,  111.,  J anuary  8,  1863. 
His  father,  Rev.  Fritz  G.  Reinicke,  a minister  in  the  same  denom- 
ination as  himself,  was  bom  in  1834  in  Luckenwalde,  a town  in 
Brandenburg,  Prussia  ; was  educated  in  Berlin,  and  came  to  America 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  establishing  himself  first  in  northern 
Hlinois  and  later  at  Chicago.  He  was  in  active  ministerial  work 
for  a period  of  forty-three  years,  from  1855  until  1898,  when  he 
retired.  His  first  years  in  the  ministry  were  spent  as  an  organizer 
and  his  labors  as  an  itinerant  were  arduous.  He  married  Eva 
Young,  wrho  was  born  December  31,  1836,  near  Strasburg,  Germany, 
of  French  ancestors,  daughter  of  a forester  in  the  employ  of  France 
in  the  province  of  Alsace.  She  was  educated  in  Paris,  and  died 
near  Chicago,  on  November  21,  1866.  They  had  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  three  of  whom  are  living.  Paul  Gustave, 
the  eldest  of  the  children,  died  in  infancy.  Of  the  sisters,  Martha 
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is  now  Mrs.  Zietlow,  wife  of  a building  contractor  at  Wausau,  Wis. ; 
Mrs.  Talitha  Graves  resides  at  the  same  place.  Joseph  Reinicke 
received  his  elementary  education  at  Wausau,  Wis.,  where  he 
attended  school  until  the  age  of  fourteen.  Subsequently  he  entered 
the  preparatory  college  of  the  church  at  Elmhurst,  111.,  where  he 
completed  his  preparations  for  entrance  into  the  theological  semi- 
nary at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1884.  He 
was  ordained  the  same  year  and  his  first  charge  was  as  assistant  pas- 
tor in  St.  Paul’s  Evangelical  church  at  Chicago.  This  was  the 
same  church  of  which  his  father  had  been  assistant  pastor  so  many 
years  before,  and  under  the  same  minister,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hart- 
man, now  deceased.  After  spending  one  year  at  St.  Paul’s,  Mr. 
Reinicke  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  a church  at  Tripoli,  Iowa, 
where  lie  remained  six  years.  While  at  that  place  he  built  a parson- 
age, rebuilt  the  church,  and  altogether  had  a very  successful  pastor- 
ate. Eiom  Iowa,  he  went  to  Bremen,  Ind.,  where  he  preached  for 
wo  y ears,  when  he  was  called  by  the  mission  board  to  do  mission 
wor  at  attle  Creek,  Mich.  At  that  point,  where  he  remained 
three  years,  lie  organized  a congregation  and  built  a church.  In 
1 .1  he 'vasTcalled  to  the  pastorate  of  his  present  charge  in  Chilli- 

W-lh°‘  M°ri  JUine  ^ 1887,  he  was  married  to  Katherine  Forler,  of 
Niles,  Mich  daughter  of  George  K.  Forler.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reinicke 

MW  VeC11vr?-n:  n?rltZ’  a stu<lent  in  the  Chillicotke  high  school; 

Mwgarete  and  Henrietta.  Mr.  Keinicke  has  a 

berfonHtl°d  f Clulllcot  ,e  of  188  families,  or  530  individual  mem- 
j!r““t0  communion.  This  church  was  established  in  1881 
vears  and  ausen,  uho  was  pastor  of  the  same  for  over  ten 

four  andt  L,V SUeeeede^  V Rev.  O.  Schettler,  who  had  charge  for 
latter  hi  n?ndeyC5^’  ";he,nhe  Was  follo"-ed  by  Mr.  Reinicke.  The 
age  the  sniritna /'lffp'1  *a  miprovements  in  the  church  and  parson- 
t;on’  ‘ e o ie  membership  being  in  excellent  condi- 

O.ffuL^^Tef’th0/  EaSt  Springfield,  was  born  in  Ross  county, 
Rendey.6  Thomi’^ 

Ross  county  in  an  earlv  period  of  tho^ti  P™  7’  who  came  to 
spent  his  future  life  ' TTi=  •/  t e ®tfte  3 settlement  and  here 

McNeal,  a native  ilrelandu'ho  w"  the  .daughter  of  Thomas 
Thomas  Remlev  followed  the  ooo  f™6  a j)lc’neer  of  R°ss  county. 
1890,  his  wife  -d  died  in 

ley,  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  well  p'/*  fTj^lr  f°n’  fT ohn  W’  Rem" 
He  followed  the  example  of  hk  fnti  seated  m the  common  schools. 
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township.  They  have  two  children,  whose  names  are  Forest  and 
Elwood. 

Felix  Renick,  a civil  war  veteran  and  farmer,  now  living  a retired 
life  at  Richmond  Dale,  bears  a name  known  in  many  parts  of  the 
United  States,  hut  especially  familiar  in  Ross  and  Pickaway  coun- 
ties, Ohio,  where  the  family  ha3  long  had  numerous  and  influential 
representatives.  The  earliest  known  progenitors  of  this  substantial 
stock  were  driven  from  Germany  to  Scotland  by  religious  persecu- 
tion, subsequent  descendants  finding  their  way  to  Ireland  and  thence 
to  the  United  States.  The  first  emigrants  to  this  country  were  two 
Irish  brothers  who  finally  settled  in  Hardy  county,  W.  Va.,  in  the 
region  watered  by  the  South  branch  of  the  Potomac  river.  Felix 
Renick,  a descendant  of  one  of  those  early  settlers,  having  heard  of 
the  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  Scioto  valle}'  from  soldiers  who  had 
served  in  Lord  Dunmore’s  Indian  war  of  1774,  concluded  to  visit 
and  investigate  this  garden  in  the  wilderness.  About  October  1, 
1798,  accompanied  by  two  companions,  he  set  out  on  horseback  for 
a long  and  dangerous  ride  to  the  reported  Eldorado.  The  little 
party  met  with  many  adventures  and  endured  not  a few  hardships, 
but  eventually  reached  Chillicotlie  and,  after  making  an  exploration 
of  the  surrounding  country,  returned  to  Virginia.  This  trip  deter- 
mined Felix  Renick  to  seek  a home  in  the  new  country,  and  accord- 
ingly he  made  a final  emigration  in  1801  to  Ross  county,  which  was 
ever  afterward  his  place  of  residence.  In  connection  with  several 
of  his  kindred,  a settlement  was  made  at  Highbank  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, where  they  bought  a large  tract  for  $2.50  per  acre  at  the  sale 
of  government’  lands  in  Chillicotlie.  Felix  Renick  rose  to  promi- 
nence and  influence  in  the  county,  his  death  occurring  in  1848  as 
the  result  of  an  accident.  By  his  wife,  Hannah  Lee,  he  was  the 
father  of  George  W.  Renick,  born  in  Hardy  county,  W.  Va.,  August 
15,  1796,  and  brought  to  the  new  home  in  the  west  on  horseback 
behind  his  mother.  The  elder  Renick  and  some  neighbors  had 
employed  a man  named  Wait  to  teach  a private  school  for  the  accom- 
modation of  their  children,  and  in  this  George  W.  obtained  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  education.  This,  however,  he  greatly  increased  in  after 
life  by  reading  and  study,  also  acquiring  a knowledge  of  surveying, 
which  at  that  period  was  a valuable  accomplishment.  In  1825,  he 
w'as  married  to  Eliza  McClcan,  of  Chillicotlie,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children:  William,  Heniy  Edwin  and  John  McClean.  Losing  his 

wife  by  death  in  1835,  Mr.  Renick  was  married  in  February,  1838, 
to  Harriet,  daughter  of  Dennis  McConnell,  a fanner  residing  near 
Hopetown.  The  children  of  this  second  marriage  were  Dennis, 
Felix  and  George  Joseph.  During  his  long  career  as  a citizen  of 
Ross  countv,  George  W.  Renick  became  a man  of  distinction  and 
unusual  popularity.  After  his  first  marriage  he  farmed  for  several 
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years  in  Pickaway  county  and  then,  in  association  with  his  brother 
Henry,  purchased  a farm  of  1,000  acres  four  miles  from  Chillicothe 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Scioto,  which  was  ever  afterward  his  place 
of  residence.  In  1852,  when  the  Western  farmers  were  becoming 
eager  for  thoroughbred  stock  of  all  kinds,  especially  fine  cattle,  Mr. 
Renick  was  appointed  an  agent  of  the  Ross  county  importing  society 
to  proceed  to  England  and  obtain  supplies  from  the  best  herds  in 
that  country  for  subsequent  sale  in  Ohio.  Accompanied  by  Dr. 

atts,  of  Chillicothe,  he  discharged  the  duties  of  this  trust  with  such 
good  judgment  as  to  receive  the  formal  thanks  of  the  society  upon 
his  return,  besides  a present  of  one  of  the  cattle  he  had  imported. 

e sene  two  terms  as  county  commissioner,  often  held  positions  in 
connection  with  the  school  boards,  and  was  at  one  time  tendered  the 
nomination  as  representative  of  the  county,  but  declined  the  honor, 
e was  intensely  patriotic  during  the  civil  war  and  rendered  valu- 

1*  vi  ai<r  tG  -V?  1 1110,1  cause,  personally  enlisting  many  soldiers, 
besides  furnishing  two  of  liis  own  sons  to  the  army.  His  death 

™e.  .'  !'  ' * ’ 18 1 2,  and  few  men  have  left  to  their  posterity  a 

^coml  " esr  "nme  0r  «re  exam1>,e  of  a m°re  useful  life.  Felix, 
bomln  S -°f  ?POrg?.\T1  Harriet  (McConnell)  Renick,  was 
father’s  famT  ^^1™^  U>  1841.-  and  8™  up  on  his 
at  Massipvillo  f ' eal.i“  "as  ongaged  in  the  grocery  business 

lumber  hnsine  °'  8 tnne  an d 'a,er  for  several  years  in  the 

h™t;  ,Z  i:CaT^0,'1,PSt0r'  Ind-  ,1”t  llis  Principal  occupation 
mutt7riL  of  he  1 Wa,8.-V,s*  t'vcnty  years  old  when  the  sullen 

ESitri  "'.’r:11  tbe  «ivil  -ar  were  heard 

lost  no  time  in  been  ; * l>a  not  bnnself  and  the  son  of  a patriot,  he 
was  then  hurriedly  o'""  <]'"<r  grand  ann-v  of  the  republic  which 
Mi,  SdlfeiTT  0 Ltni0n  lrom^ destruction, 

infantrv  aud  server!  hw  * an\  . ■ > Twenty-sixth  regiment  Ohio 
engagement  in*  which  he  "e<t*rS*  AVlt  l.  00111111  a 11  d.  The  principal 

Sidney  .T„h„,,»  "hVtX „ 17"  ” °f  G“"' 

...  p ’ a^so'  111  many  skirmishes  and 


minor  engagements  whinh  ’ . 7 111  lliail.v  skmnishes  and 

war  hetw^ftZ  Stals  LoTf1. C0DSi<lcrpd  sma11  dnring  the  great 
other  wars.  Mr.  Renick’s  half-ll^f^T  \&S  1!?U-V  t)att,cs  in  many 

lieutenant  of  Company  M First  Ohio'61’  ^ ^0<^lean  Ronick,  was 

ice  at  Corinth,  Mi«.,‘in  I n w7S'\ "'hi,e  in 

to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Charles  o i\r  , lx  Remck  was  married 
Athens,  Ohio.  Her  father  and  the  ^ (Robinson)  White,  of 
and  Jane  (Simpson)  Robinson  w ^aien.ts  per  mother,  Joseph 
mentioned  settling  in  Athens  countv  ^ f]atlv?s  England,  the  last 
Mrs.  Renick  have  two  children-  ‘o  pi0neflr  P°riod-  Hr.  and 
Renick  is  a member  of  A T . a ' \ail(i  Hanw  Felix.  Mr. 

"n  l30sb  Eo.  1G1,  Grand  Army  of 
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the  Republic,  at  Chillicothe.  The  family  are  attendants  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Daniel  Riehle  was  horn  in  Twin  township,  Ross  county,  on 
June  7,  1868.  The  Ohio  family  of  this  name  commences  with 
Bartholomew'  Riehle,  who  w’as  horn  in  Germany  July  23,  1794,  emi- 
grated with  his  family  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Chillicothe. 
Being  a poor  man,  he  had  to  work  by  the  day  for  his  living,  but  after 
a few'  years  he  had  succeeded  in  laying  by  enough  to  buy  a small 
farm.  The  location  of  this  property  was  in  Huntington  township, 
and  there  Bartholomew'  Riehle  spent  about  thirty  years  of  his  life. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  thinking  to  better  his  condition,  he  removed 
to  the  state  of  Minnesota,  where  he  found  a grave.  Before  leaving 
Germany  he  had  been  twice  married  and  by  the  two  w’ives  there  was 
a family  of  twenty-two  children.  Several  of  these  died  in  infancy, 
the  names  of  the  others  being  George,  Elbe,  Ellen,  Mary  E.,  Andrew, 
Henry,  Ferdinand,  Enzell,  Francis,  Betsy,  John,  Sophia,  and  Mary. 
Ferdinand,  wdio  became  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
compelled  to  face  the  cold  world  and  work  for  his  ow'n  living  at  the 
tender  age  of  fourteen  years.  Securing  employment  by  the  month 
on  a farm,  he  followed  that  occupation  until  the  period  w’hen  he 
thought  himself  qualified  to  marry.  The  lady  of  his  choice  ivas 
Elizabeth  Freshour,  to  whom  he  was  united  on  February  5,  1860. 
Their  first  venture  in  home  keeping  was  on  what  is  know'll  as  the 
Jack  Freshour  farm,  where  they  resided  for  ten  years,  after  u'hich 
another  place  w’as  rented  as  their  abode  for  ten  more  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  period,  the  head  of  the  house  bought  a farm  of  his 
owm,  on  which  he  resided  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
successful  as  a farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  owuied  about  500  acres 
of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  July,  1897,  his 
wrife  having  preceded  him  to  the  grave  in  February,  1895.  Of  their 
eight  children,  Ocie,  Andrew'  and  Andrew  R.  have  passed  aw'av; 
Sarah  E.  is  the  wife  of  Wesley  Shoemaker ; Mary  M.  is  married  to 
Joseph  Baum  and  lives  in  Missouri;  John  II.  resides  in  Twin  towrn- 
ship ; Daniel  is  the  subject  of  this  article;  and  James  F.  lives  with 
his  sister  on  the  old  home  place.  Daniel  Riehle  pursued  the  life 
usually  allotted  to  farm  boys,  picking  up  his  education  by  irregular 
attendance  at  the  district  school  and  doing  chores  meanw'hile  around 
his  father’s  place.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  wras  twenty-two 
and  when  he  made  up  his  mind  to  inarrv  and  settle  dowm,  selected 
as  his  life  mate  Allie  M.  Rinehart,  to  whom  he  w’as  united  on  Sep- 
tember 10,  1892.  Shortly  afterward  they  took  up  the  battle  of  life 
as  occupants  of  a farm  in  Twfin  township,  where  they  lived  and 
labored  for  four  years.  By  that  time  Mr.  Rielile’s  circumstances 
justified  him  in  purchasing  218  acres  of  land  on  which  he  has  since 
II— 42 
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resided.  He  carries  on  general  fanning  and  stock-raising,  has  built 
a nne  barn  which  is  up-to-date  in  every  respect,  and  his  entire  place 
shows  all  the  indications  of  thrift  and" comfort. 


Q?5°^e -Ridenour,  of  Richmond  Dale,  was  born  March  11, 
L ’ !n  ^oss  county,  on  the  farm  settled  by  his  grandfather  in  the 
preceding  century.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Ann  Clavpool 
Rittenour,  both  Virginians,  the  former  born  in  1787  in  Frederick 
county  and  the  latter  in  1790,  in  Randolph  county.  Jacob  was  a son 

AT-*  — V *n  1^52,  who  married  Margaret  Slusher, 

o lrginia.  Anthony  s father,  named  John,  was  a German  who 
came  o lrginia  in  a very  early  day.  Anthony  Rittenour  came  to 
ss  coun  y,  Ohio,  in  1*99,  and  settled  in  Jefferson  township  near 
I* & ^ 1Gre  1i8  ^ran^son  now  resides.  The  grandfather  owned 
jr  U . acres  of  land  and  was  a man  of  consequence  in  his  day. 

aS  a+*  n.6111  ?l  ^ie  ^edmdist  church  and  the  first  religious 
services  of  that  then  sparsely  settled  section  were  held  at  his  house. 

rniomrStlWe  aTainte<?  "dth  the  Pioneer  preachers  of  the  day,  and 
wrioht  T 10  fr^ac  le<^  at  h*s  house  was  the  famous  Peter  Cart- 
the^Tpffor  G +°na  e1c.011e  acre  ground  (which  is  now  included  in 
CCmeterj)  and  tore  the  greater  part  of  the 
Methodist  con<^  G ere.ctl°n  a stone  church  for  the  use  of  the 
wife  followed  7 .e^a  i01!‘  Anthony  Rittenour  died  in  1835  and  his 

Tons  and°two  d^niT  l!?  ^ ^77  1837*  Th^  had  a family  of  six 
died  in  youth  " the  sons,  except  Jacob  and  those  who 

Jacob  Rittenour  nn’t  j°U*a  ™auhood  found  homes  in  Indiana, 
of  fourteen  vears  0^1°.  " * • 1 ^eth°dist  church  at  the  early  age 

his  membership  wveri^rSi^T184611!  Until  hiS  dea£’ 

died  in  1883,  at  the  am  of  f nearly  el£ht.Y-two  years.  He 

day.  His  wife  who  din^T net£‘five  Years  and  eight  months  to  a 
ham  Clavpool  son  of  Ja me  7^°  i1873’  AJas  a daughter  of  Abra- 

to  America  in  an  early  day  ^AlT  1 3 °f  En"land  who  came 

county  in  1790  anfi  ' *y  Y Abraham  Clavpool  came  to  Ross 

member  of  the  first  eS  ^ T °f  his.  da?s  He  was  a 

ported  the  danse  prohiM«^I,U^rvCOnSntlwl  and  ear“<*fly  sup- 
senate  of  the  first  state  Wif  \ ° Avas  a^so  a member  of  the 

of  the  noted  *is  "dfe  was  Elizabeth  Wilson, 

Scotch-Irish.  Jacob  Ritter,’  , name,  whose  ancestry  was 

children,  all  of  whom  are  denT  ^ W^e  ^ad  a family  of  four 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  huYPt  Ge0I^°  Cla.YPOol  Rittenour, 
schools  of  his  county  and  with  but  .r"  1'^aa  educated  in  the  common 
whole  life  to  fanning.  Tn  „„cn  • '"^t  diversions,  has  devoted  his 

nephew,  and  Austin  and  ‘Nelson3  p”  dcdln  ^ - Rittenour,  his 
gildings  in  Ohillieothe  tldcl  7 he  I™  «P  a block  of 

For  several  years,  George  C RiV0  aftwvard  so'd  to  Dr.  Foulke. 

S F'ttenour  was  interested  in  the  hard- 
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ware  business  in  Chillicothe.  He  has  been  one  of  the  most  extensive 
and  successful  of  the  farmers  of  Jefferson  township,  owning  a large 
amount  of  land  in  different  sections  of  Ross  county,  including  the 
old  homestead  place  of  1,112  acres,  and  200  acres  about  two  miles 
from  Chillicothe,  knowm  as  the  William  Kerns  farm.  In  addition 
to  this  he  has  400  acres  of  land  in  Pike  county,  another  700  near 
Piketon,  and  over  500  at  Sargent  Station.  In  short  he  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  of  the  progressive  farmers  who  have  made  the  Buck- 
eye state  famous  in  the  world  of  agriculture.  He  takes  advantage 
of  the  latest  improvements  and  produces  the  best  results.  Though  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party  from  its  organization,  the  only  office 
he  has  held  was  that  of  township  trustee  during  the  war.  When 
only  twenty-five  years  old,  he  united  with  the  Good  Samaritan  lodge, 
No.  164,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Richmond  Dale,  and  he  is  a charter  member 
of  Garfield  lodge,  No.  710,  of  the  same  fraternal  'order.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  On  Sep- 
tember 1,  1857,  Mr.  Rittenour  was  married  to  Elizabeth  C.  Sargent, 
daughter  of  Thornton  and  Elizabeth  (Mustard)  Sargent,  of  Pike 
county.  Her  father  owned  one  of  the  first  grist  mills  in  southern 
Ohio,  built  by  Eli  Sargent,  her  grandfather.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritten- 
our have  three  sons : Thornton  Sargent  Rittenour  lives  on  a farm  at 
Piketon,  Ohio.  He  is  married  to  Jennie  Norton  Higby,  daughter 
of  John  W.  and  Mathilda  (Norton)  Higby,  of  Franklin  township. 
They  have  one  son,  named  George  Milley.  J ames  Milton  Rittenour 
resides  on  the  farm  with  his  father.  He  was  married  in  Virginia  to 
Sarah  Alberta  Norton,  and  they  have  one  son,  named  George  Norton. 
Henry  Francis  Rittenour  resides  at  Sargent  Station.  He  is  married 
to  Eliza  Alice  Du  Bois,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Jones) 
Du  Bois,  of  Liberty,  Jefferson  township,  and  they  have  one  son, 
named  Everett  Francis.  The  Rittenoiirs  are  among  the  oldest,  most 
substantial  and  most  highly  respected  of  Ohio  families.  Their  an- 
cestors came  to  the  State  when  it  was  a wilderness  and  they  and 
their  successors  have  done  their  full  share  toward  the  development 
of  this  great  commonwealth. 

John  D.  Ritter  was  bom  in  Chillicothe,  O.,  December  24,  1859. 
His  parents,  Henry  and  Sophia  (Stork)  Ritter,  were  both  natives 
of  Baden,  Germany,  the  father  bora  July  4,  1817,  and  the  mother 
May  21,  1822,  and  they  were  married  in  1848,  just  before  embark- 
ing for  America.  The"  father  was  a shoemaker  by  trade  and  oper- 
ated in  Chillicothe  for  many  years  until  his  retirement  on  account  of 
ill  health  and  infirmities.  His  mind  failed,  and  for  fifteen  years  he 
was  taken  care  of  by  his  son,  John  D.,  until  his  death  on  July  15, 
1900.  The  mother  died  on  December  15,  1885.  They  had  a family 
of  five  children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy.  Charles,  who  was  a 
horseshoer  in  Chillicothe,  married,  had  a family,  and  died,  April  6, 
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1902.  Henry  left  his  home  and  friends  long  ago  and  has  not  been 
heard  of  for  many  years,  but  is  supposed  to  be  living.  Mary,  the 
only  daughter,  died  when  she  was  sixteen  years  old.  John  D.  Ritter, 
the  youngest  child,  was  educated  in  the  Chillicothe  public  schools, 
an  earned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  youth.  By  degrees  he  made  a 
specialty  of  horse-shoing,  and  to  that  branch  of*  the  business  he  has 
piactica  y de\oted  his  whole  life,  having  long  since  gained  recogni- 
lon  as  an  expert  in  his  line.  He  has  done  a great  amount  of  work 
and  usually  employs  two  men  as  assistants.  In  December,  1879,  he 
was  manned  to  Christina  Wetzel,  of  Chillicothe,  the  daughter  of 

aco  > \\  etzel,  who  followed  the  occupation  of  a market  gardener  in 
me  vicinity  of  the  city.  They  have  six  children  living:  Ella,  Ralph, 
Katie,  lUltcr.  Florpnec  and  Helen,  all  at  home  and  in  school.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Ritter  is  a Democrat  and  belongs  to  a Democratic  fnmilv. 
ElksS  * Ulember  0t  the  Gennan  Lutheran  church  and  of  the  order  of 

na“^  Ti  R®bi"f»  r>robate  judS°  of  Boss  county,  Ohio,  is  a 
ceinber°3  wf  fr'"  ' Mme  col"lt.D  "here  he  was  born  on  De- 
Robins  £arents  wei?  Cllarles  and  Elizabeth  (Taylor) 

the  late'  Price  '''  e,lnsyl'Tanian  and  the  latter,  a daughter  of 

were  manded  7-7  R°f  prominent  citizens"  They 

merchant  and  late/af &«S^f0h’ “ fatHer  "'aS  bu.siness  as  a 
of  the  oldest  resident  • ft  fo1  many  years,  and  is  now  one 

his  mother  died  in  1870°^^^  T§  th*  °n}7  child’  and 

schools  of  his  native  t-,  .*  recuved  his  education  in  the  public 

from  which  ins  t i tu t ion' he  ^1-)1<(] ^ ^ g y ^ 1 academ{> 

years,  during  the  latter  irirt  of  b -°f  tbe  ^""'cothe  Leader  for  five 
the  Chillicothe  Daily  Gazette  f ibyin^™*  ‘°  Launching 

ing  haw,  he  gave  ui>  tho  nm . * 1D'-  111  118  sPare  time  study- 

of  Judge  W.  E Evans  fm*  tl  SPa^C1*  W°r^  anc^  entere<l  the  law  office 
in  that  profession ! ami t l ^ hh  st"dies 

Probate  court,  was  elected  in  1 ^ / <?lmt*v  ^or  jndge  of  the 

fice  on  February  9 1900  Tnrlo-  m ^ ia^  •vear  aD(l  took  his  of- 
to  Hiss  Inez  M.,  daughter  of  R ^rRob'n8Was  ma^ied  June  2,  1897, 
She  was  educated  in  the  OhilliontT  ^ //ar-v  ttoach,  of  Ross  county, 
his  Wife  arc  ^ The  judge  and 

attendants  at.  the  services,  and  hi- V ' enan  clmreb,  being  regular 

ancestors  who  were  among  the  sturdiW  baek  to  Presbyterian 
faith.  * M1C  stl,rcl,est  adherents  to  that  historic 
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J udson  G.  Robinson,  one  of  the  popular  fanners  of  Concord  town- 
ship, Ross  county,  belongs  to  a family  which  owes  its  origin  in  Amer- 
ica to  a pretty  romance  of  a kind  that  delights  all  who  “love  a lover.” 
During  the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century,  so  the  story  runs, 
a young  Irishman  employed  in  his  native  country  as  coachman  for 
Lord  Somebody,  was  audacious  enough  to  fall  in  love  with  his  mas- 
ter’s daughter,  and,  as  sometimes  happens  in  real  life  as  well  as  in 
novels,  the  fine  young  lady  reciprocated  the  affections  of  her  humble 
admirer.  But  the  parents,  of  course,  objected,  as  they  always  do 
when  wealth  and  title  are  on  one  side  and  poverty  with  humble  birth 
on  the  other.  Were  this  not  the  case,  however,  the  “course  of  true 
love”  would  run  smoothly  instead  of  always  roughly,  as  declared  by 
the  Shakosperean  maxim.  However  this  may  be,  the  young  Irish- 
man and  his  lady  love  took  the  only  step  that  was  left  to  them — they 
defied  parental  authority  and  eloped  to  America,  Usually  the  moral 
which  follows  in  such  cases  is  involved  in  that  old  saw  about  marry- 
ing in  haste  and  repenting  at  leisure.  But  young  Robinson  and  his 
bride,  though  they  married  in  haste  did  not  repent  at  all  but  “lived 
happily  ever  afterward.”  They  located  in  Pennsylvania,  worked 
industriously  and  accumulated  considerable  property.  In  course  of 
. time  the  parents  of  the  bride  relented  and  wrote  for  the  runaway 
couple  to  return  home,  be  forgiven  and  receive  the  parental  blessing. 
But  the  proud  pair  rejected  the  overtures  with  scorn,  obstinately  re- 
fused to  go  back  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  reject  their  share  of  the 
legacy  that  was  subsequently  left  them.  From  this  self-respecting 
parentage  sprang  a numerous  progeny,  including  a son  named  J oseph 
Robinson,  who  was  born  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
married  a Miss  Thornton,  migrated  with  her  to  Ohio,  settled  in  Ross 
county  and  joined  the  industrious  army  that  was  cultivating  the 
virgin  soil  of  that  rich  agricultural  region.  Joseph  Robinson  was 
the  father  of  five  children,  one  of  whom,  named  after  himself,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1803  and  brought  to  Ohio  while  quite  young. 
Joseph  Robinson,  Jr.,  grew  up  in  Ross  county  and  in  early  manhood 
married  Maiy,  daughter  of  William  Kilgore,  who  was  a notable  man 
in  his  day.  A native  of  Virginia,  he  came  to  Ross  county  with  the 
first  rush  of  settlers,  enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  rose  to 
the  rank  of  captain  and  was  killed  in  battle.  Joseph  Robinson  and 
his  wife  had  twelve  children,  of  \fliom  ten  grew  to  maturity.  The 
youngest  of  this  household  was  Judson  G.  Robinson,  born  in  Buck- 
skin township,  Ross  county,  in  1848.  After  he  grew  up  he  entered 
naturally  into  the  ancestral  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  that  has  been 
his  constant  occupation  since  arriving  at  adult  age.  He  was  married 
in  1878  to  Sallie  Shobe,  a native  of  Indiana,  and  they  have  five  chil- 
dren : Bessie,  Minnie,  Harry,  Della  and  Daisy.  Mr.  Robinson  is 

a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity. 
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Rameal  D.  Robinson,  M.  D.,  of  Hallsville,  a recent  recruit  and 
promising  addition  to  the  younger  members  of  the  medical  brother- 
hood Ross  county,  is  an  Ohioan  by  nativity  with  a long  and  honor- 
able lineage  constituting  his  ancestral  tree.  It  was  in  1818,  when 
the  western  wilderness  was  still  an  unknown  land  in  the  East,  that 
Dr.  Fenn  Robinson  left  liis  home  in  Watkins,  Schuyler  county, 
. i .,  to  seek  a location  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
crossed  the  mountains  to  the  Alleghany  river  and  went  dowTn  that 
stream  on  one  of  those  crude  but  useful  mediums  of  communication 
own  as  a flatboat.  After  many  delays  he  made  his  way  to  Meigs 
county,  where  he  settled  and  for  many  years  afterward  pursued  his 
vocation  m Ohio  and  the  neighboring  state  of  Virginia.  Before 
eavmg  t e East,  this  oldtime  physician  had  married  a Miss  Chap- 
man  y whom  he  had  seven  children,  among  the  number  being 
• R^)1lns10n’  wh<>se  birth  occurred  in  Lewis  county,  1ST.  Y., 

m i iSr  latter.^rew  up  to  be  a man  of  influence  in  the  Whig 

an  ePu  Joan  parties  and  took  a prominent  part  in  the  political 
con  es  s o ns  time.  Eventually,  also,  he  accumulated  much  prop- 
erty and  became  a farmer  on  an  extensive  scale  for  those  days.  He 
flfbnat  Carg°eS  wheat>  floiir  and  other  products  of  the 
wealth  o -e?v.  ° southern  mart  at  New  Orleans  and  amassed 

He? suia  ::13  pi™itive  trade- 

RuL7p,,S!rr  ’KVhtt  Ar0!,g^  ler  mother  was  a descendant  of  Gen. 

SvltfonaTf  °theL°f  ‘K6  m.ore  celebrated  Israel  Putnam  of 

i ?i  ame*  The  wife  died  early  in  life  but  her  husband 
survived  until  1892.  His  son  "R  if*  . ner  nusoand 

count v in  A ICO  0 ’ "k*  Dm  Robinson,  was  born  in  Meigs 
afterward  taught  school  Irat?  Abmft  thSmelh^^l  “d 

mandTad  beef  eLrS  Ti  the  three  ™>nths  for  which  his  com- 

West  Virginia  cavalrf  w!  f jynlisted  in  Company  A,  Second 
hostilities  He  took  nart'"  ti  f n'lm,'ni‘d  until  the  close  of 
and  Five  Forks  ffilw  a“J  batdes  of  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek 

caused  his  detention  in  hospital  untiUff6  rtf  mentl°ned  field  which 
""'as  mustered  out  in  jKawft the  s"rrender  of  Lee.  He 
returned  to  his  farm  in  TYfl;  ’ J^le  rank  of  first  lieutenant.,- 

publican  side,  was  elected  sheriff1^ twice  ^ P,°litics  on  the  Re“ 

He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  orrl  served  out  both  terms. 

Republic.  He  married  Emilv  V ri  ^ ^rand  Army  of  the 

(Dudley)  Hoyt,  and  bv  herhnrl’  au^  lt^  ° ^ Jeremiah  and  Emily 
f111?;  J"cl"ded  in  this  number  ™ of  whom  five  are 

bom  in  Meigs  county,  Ohio,  VovembeTl  irro  ,’nSOn’  Tho  was 
became  a graduate  of  the  academy  at  OWi’  a"/  ln„early  ^outh 
literary  course,  he  entered  the  office  ff  T)r  TT  AfterT^ finishing  his 
and  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  TV  R11?e.at  Bottom, 

is  preliminary  preparation 
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having  qualified  him  for  the  higher  work,  he  matriculated  at  the 
Ohio  Medical  college  in  Cincinnati,  and  received  his  medical  degree 
from  that  institution  with  the  graduating  class  of  1893.  Dr.  Robin- 
. son  first  opened  an  office  at  Pomeroy,  Ohio,  but  better  inducements 
were  offered  at  Hallsville,  and  there,  accordingly,  he  settled  in  Sep- 
tember, 1893.  He  received  a friendly  welcome  and  was  soon  num- 
bered among  the  busy  physicians,  gradually  building  up  a substantial 
and  steadily  growing  patronage.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ross 
County  Medical  society,  and  his  fraternal  connections  are  with  the 
Adelphi  lodge,  Ho.  675,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Hallsville  camp, 
Ho.  9,543,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

John  L.  Roerner,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Pirst  Presbyterian  church 
at  Chillicothe,  though  a comparatively  young  man  has  made  an  excel- 
lent record  in  various  fields  of  usefulness.  He  was  born  at  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.,  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  was 
prepared  for  college  at  the  Linsly  institute.  After  this  preparatory 
course  he  matriculated  at  the  University  of  West  Virginia  and  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1889.  Having  determined  on  a ministe- 
rial career,  the  first  steps  toward  qualifying  for  that  noble  calling 
were  taken  by  entrance  into  the  Western  Theological  seminary  at 
Pitsburg,  Pa.  Three  years  of  study  in  this  institution  resulted  in 
a diploma  and  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity,  conferred  with  the 
class  of  1892.  His  first  ministerial  work  was  performed  as  pastor 
of  the  church  at  Fairview,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Pittsburg  pres- 
bytery. After  a year  devoted  to  this  charge  Mr.  Roerner  went  in 
1893  to , Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  devoted  the  following  eight  years  to 
a prominent  pastorate  in  that  city.  In  January,  1901,  he  responded 
to  a call  to  take  charge  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  at  Chilli- 
cothe and  has  since  retained  that  responsible  position.  He  came 
highly  recommended  and  has  fully  sustained  the  reputation  gained 
at  Cleveland,  being  highly  esteemed  by  his  Chillicothe  congregation 
as  well  as  others  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  Mr.  Roerner 
ranks  high  in  Freemasonry,  most  of  his  work  and  promotions  in  con- 
nection with  which  took  place  while  he  was  a resident  at  Cleveland, 
where  he  became  a member  of  the  Ellsworth  lodge,  Ho.  505,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Hillman  chapter  and  Lake  Erie  consistory. 
Since  coming  to  Chillicothe  he  holds  membership  in  Commandery 
Ho.  8,  of  that  city.  June  2,  1892,  Mr.  Roerner  was  united  in  matri- 
mony to  Lillie  Pickenpaugh,  an  accomplished  young  lady  of  Morgan- 
town, W.  Va..  who  shares  with  him  the  high  regard  of  the  people  of 
Chillicothe. 

Kelson  Park  Rodgers,  one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of 
Kingston,  was  bom  in  Green  township,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  May  12, 
1841.  His  ancestors  on  both  sides  for  several  generations  were 
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natives  of  Westchester  county,  Pa.  The  Ross  county  branch  of  the 
ami  \ Avas  founded  by  Matthew  and  Jane  (Park)  Rodgers,  who 
came  to  Ohio  at  a remote  jieriod  of  the  county’s  history  and  located 
m Green  township;  subsequently  removing ‘to  Pickaway  county, 

iGre  t>°*  ^10*r  ^Ves-  Their  children  were  William. 

John  1.,  Matthew,  Elizabeth  and  Anna.  John  P.  Rodgers,  the 
second  son  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  December  16,  1808,  and  on 
iftdr  ^’Jr32’  was  married  to  Sina  Armstrong,  born  September  3, 
-\t  °*  i ^2  Paren*s  of  the  latter  were  Andrew  Armstrong,  bom 
November  i,  1774,  and  his  wife,  Rachael  Johnson,  born  May  17, 

J i'-i0/11  ‘ (Armstrong)  Rodgers  had  a family  of 

seven  children:  Thomas  Cowen,  Matthew  Johnson,  Ann  Elizabeth, 

_ son  .,  OSOI ’ ' Marshall,  Sarah  Jane  and  Catherine  Sterns. 
After  coming  to  Ohio,  John  P.  Rodgers  spent  most  of  his  life  in 
tnir!!n  P"rS,Hn?  llls  calling  as  a carpenter.  He  was  a con- 
' ‘ ”, , IU1  ‘ or  °t  n.10re  d|an  ordinary  mechanical  skill  and  did 

p ™ ?le  rT-'CtT  "?rk  in  and  second  Kingston.  The 

churches  it!!/ i"1/','  1U  t lat.cd-v  "as  built  by  him,  and  several  other 
townshin  wer  "U  PP  °j  lniportance  in  different  parts  of  Green 
S T ereCt-Cd  J,n1der  llia  management.  He  died  March  29, 

£r!  'Vife  aboilt  ni“e  years.  Nelson  p! 

and  "early  youth  T ° P dli-S  stcrpng  couple,  spent  his  boyhood 
year  of  his  a"e  r '"'  H°  llad  J»st  cached  the  twenty-first 
enlistments  in  the  1*  ’ ‘‘‘''ffnoi-  Brough,  of  Ohio,  made  his  call  for 
whieirnmyed  so  t^ ^ hundred  days’  service.  He  joined  this  corps, 
his  full  time  ancl^olJ  .m  subsequent  military  operations,  served  out 
fimtTntoe  in  bust  d h?"°rable  discharge.  Mr.  Rodgers’ 
ami  this  position  hc'TotaTncP  until  £ Frank  Ford>  at  fhg#*n, 

blZf  n«e!£ale 

of  the  entire  ZfZT^Tt  T tf  tadn*  ^ 

1876.  After  retiring-  fP  V-  tll0_Ccntcnnial  at  Philadelphia  in 
with  J.  Myron  May  in  m position,  lie  formed  a partnership 
they  conducted  about  thirtP1*61.8  mer°handise  at  Kingston,  which 

took  place,  since  which  time"  M^Rodt  dkifoll,tion  of  tbe  firm  then 
drug  business.  He  has  mot  w fi  ^0C^ers. llas  been  engaged  in  the 
pursuits,  and  though  lie  sfarterl  ^ ln  bis  variol,s  commercial 
good  judgment  and  willingness  to  work' 1,ll0"t  0tber  caPital  tlian  his 
do  men  of  Kingston.  In  bolitins  l ,be  ls  now  one  of  the  well-to- 
having  been  a lifelong  Republic-iiP  aS,0ne  of  tlle  “old  guard,” 
his  first  vote  for  Abraham  T„  i P-P"d  of  t,le  fact  that  he  cast 
highly  treasured  C ^aS  in  his  Passion  a 

of  honor,  signed  by  the  <n’P«i  P1  PUre  of  a card  of  thanks  or  roll 
a deep  interest  in  the  IbhVnl  PTf  Tb<mSb  always  taking 

uat  he  holds  connection  with 
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is  Pierson  lodge,  Xo.  372,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Kingston.  Mr.  Rodgers 
married  Livonia  Lindsey,  of  Kingston,  daughter  of  T.  I.  X.  and 
Mary  A.  Lindsey,  both  deceased.  Mr.  Rodgers  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  in  Kingston. 

Thomas  C.  Rodgers,  veteran  of  the  civil  war  and  a well-to-do  car- 
penter, has  been  a resident  of  Kingston  for  forty-four  years.  He  is 
a son  of  John  P.  Rodgers,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work;  was 
bom  in  Monroe  county,  Ohio,  May  7,  1833,  was  brought  up  on  the 
farm,  and  at  an  early  period  of  his  life  made  himself  master  of  all 
the  details  of  carpenter  work,  which  has  been  his  lifelong  occupation. 
In  1840  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Ross  county,  which  from 
that  day  until  this  has  been  his  constant  home,  with  the  exception 
of  five  years  spent  in  Indiana,  February  22,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  II,  Thirty-third  regiment  Ohio  infantry,  and  served  with 
it  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  was  in  the  Atlanta  campaign 
and  the  famous  march  to  the  sea,  finally  participating  in  the  battle 
at  Bentonville  which  practically  ended  military  operations  so  far  as 
fighting  was  concerned.  During  the  last  four  months  of  his  service, 
Mr.  Rodgers  was  detailed  as  a carpenter  and  had  charge  of  nine  men. 
In  Xovember,  1S55,  he  was  married  to  Rachel  Barnhart,  a native  of 
Ross  county,  by  whom  he  had  five  children : Clara,  Roberta,  "Will- 

iam II.,  Etfie  (deceased),  and  Mamie.  Their  mother  died  August 
11,  1870,  and  Mr.  Rodgers  was  married  December  21,  1871,  to 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Mama  (Lasser)  Rudell.  She  was  born 
in  Germany  in  1847  and  three  years  later  came  with  her  parents  to 
Ross  county,  where  both  ended  their  days,  the  mother’s  death  occur- 
ring in  1804  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  By  his  second  mar- 
riage Mr.  Rodgers  had  three  children,  of  whom  Laura,  the  first  horn, 
died  in  infancy ; Elsie  is  a graduate  of  the  high  school,  class  of  1894 ; 
and  Samuel  P.,  who  graduated  at  the  Spencerian  business  college  in 
Cleveland,  has  clerical  employment  in  West  Virginia.  Mr.  Rodgers 
is  not  neglectful  of  his  political  duties,  and  has  been  honored  with 
membership  of  the  council  for  eight  years  and  town  clerk  for  the 
same  period.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Maxwell  post,  Xo.  176, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  The  religious  affiliations  of  himself 
and  family  are  with  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Thomas  A.  Rogers,  of  South  Salem,  is  a native  of  the  neighboring 
county  of  Highland.  His  father,  Thomas  D.  Rogers,  born  on  Paint 
creek  in  Highland  county  in  1819,  was  the  son  of  Col.  Thomas 
Rogers,  who  came  west  with  his  father  to  Kentucky  while  quite 
young  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  state  when  it  was 
known  as  “the  dark  and  bloody  ground.”  He  was  associated  with 
Daniel  Boone  and  when  that  famous  hunter  visited  Ohio,  Colonel 
Rogers  and  an  elder  brother  accompanied  him.  The  Rogers  brothers 
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settled  on  the  North  fork  of  Paint  creek,  near  the  present  site  of 
blate  Mills,  where  they  built  and  operated  a mill.  Within  a year, 
Colonel  Rogers  moved  farther  up  the  stream  to  a point  one  mile  from 
Rattlesnake  creek,  where  he  settled  on  a tract  of  land  on  the  west 
banlr  of  1 amt  creek  and  made  his  home  there  from  1803  until  1873, 
when  his  death  occurred  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three.  Col- 
onel Rogers  was  a considerable  man  in  his  day,  a leader  in  the  old 
lg  party  and  prominent  in  connection  with  the  anti-slavery  move- 
?en.,'  , be  married  Polly  McCoy,  member  of  the  well  known 

fi™  l -m  tLat  “ff6  ln,  Ross  count3'-  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
n-f  ^tCr  ^eat^  ^is  wife,  be  married  a Miss 

W ,1  fi  ,,ghland.  c?u,"ty’  a?d  b-v  her  had  8everal  children.  After 
of  MnL1  ir  ^a5?ie<^^rs-  ^arcissa  Kinkaid,  of  Greenfield,  widow 
riai  w»  Th  ' nT1;e  y0ungest  of  the  ehildreD  bJ  the  flirt  mar. 
Thomn  Tl1^88  D'  R?gers’  father  of  tbe  s«b3'ect  of  this  sketch, 
mmutv  ?;JIaS/,rna,'f0f  stl'onS  character  and  influence  in  his  corn- 
life  actively  *S*U  a"mng  and  stock-raising,  and  throughout  his 
a£iifof  li^re  Trn  th°  P°litical>  Visions  and  educational 
charter °memhprCof°tIi  if  Zt-  °n°  °f  the  eari7  Abolitionists  and  a 
ward  a st  inch  -nil  ° ePld)lican  party,  of  which  he  was  ever  after- 
the  Presbyterian  fnYl'011!  • U lxd,gion  he  was  a strong  believer  of 

one  of  the  first  organized in^wff  °f  if  °ld  Rocksl,rinS  church, 
in  the  church  of  Cr  fin6  co^nt*y*  -^e  was  a deacon  and  elder 
reliSous  affairs  a“d  alwaJS  took  much  interest  in 

Jane  K Beatty  membei  of  T”*"1  iu  1S8°-  His  wife  was 
her  mother  heino-  a Ewinn-  a strong  and  numerous  Ohio  family, 

nine  children : Alexander  B d J1a"e  jBeatty)  Rogers  had 

infantry,  and  died  with  fevo  t rZ  ™e,nber  °f  the  Eiglity-first  Ohio 
M,  Seal  and  J,, "ri'S .“•S'*  D™  * ■ 

minister  and  died  in  Caldwell  Kan  • Afl  tf  T88  a PresVtenai1 
T.  resides  near  Hillsboro  ru;  tt  • 18  deceased ; Adolphus 

Pinkerton,  of  Chkn”^5.  P*  is  tbe  wife  of  William  L. 

at  th#e  Cincinnati  college  took^  1 • 1£?rrl  graduated  in  medicine 
a while  in  Greenfield  Ohio  3b''cud  C0l'rse  in  London,  practiced 
Charles  F.  was  graduated  from  tW-"  .now  ,located  at  Honolulu; 
P-Ucing  his  profession  at  Leesbuf 'T11  law  s.cho01  and  is  now 
of  birth  was  Thomas  A Roe-ef  gu-  , seventh  child  in  order 
educated  in  the  public  schoohfof NS]6'  ,°f  this  sketcb-  He  was 
Salem  academy.  After  leaving  Elf  T"ty  and  at  the  South 
short  time,  but  eventually  bern™^  he  taught  school  for  a 


short  time,  but  eventually  became  at  att?r>  taught  school  for  a 
he  has  devoted  the  principal  part  „f  , a^!flturisb  to  which  pursuit 
in  his  operations  and^chSd  a tf  ^ He.  haS  “et  ™ 
i stock  ; conducts  his  business  W J?1  ^ePntation  as  a breeder  of 


cess 

fine  stock ; conducts  his  busines^Vv^ff1  yepntatioi]  as  a breeder  of 
and  is  a close  student  of  everything  -latest  iraProved  methods, 
} ng  pertaining  to  the  science  of  farm' 
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ing,  especially  the  breeding  and  improving  of  live  stock.  Naturally, 
therefore,  he  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  farmers’  institutes  and  is 
often  on  the  program  for  an  instructive  talk  or  paper  on  some  live 
farm  topic.  Mr.  Rogers  is  not  only  interested  in  every  movement 
to  increase  agricultural  education,  but  is  profoundly  concerned  in 
education  of  all  kinds,  the  public  schools  and  academies  having  no 
better  friend  or  warmer  supporter  than  he.  He  has  contributed 
liberally  toward  the  proposed  rebuilding  of  the  old  Salem  academy 
and  is  always  ready  to  help  in  any  movement  for  the  betterment  of 
the  schools  in  township  or  county.  In  December,  1882,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Albina  A.,  daughter  of  Strawder  J.  Parrett,  and  they  have 
had  four  children,  whose  names  are  Anna  Maud,  John  B.,  Thomas 
Harold  and  Robert  A.  The  family  are  members  of  the  South  Salem 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  Mr.  Rogers  is  an  elder. 

Conrad  Ross,  an  honored  resident  of  Kingston,  traces  his  paternal 
lineage  to  old  Virginia,  “Mother  of  States  and  of  Statesmen.”  His 
grandfather  Stephen  was  born  in  the  ancient  dominion  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  when  he  arrived  in  Ross 
county  as  a poor  but  hopeful  emigrant,  there  were  but  few  white 
people  there  to  welcome  him.  He  and  his  wife,  however,  went  to 
work  in  the  courageous  pioneer  way  and  did  their  full  share  in  help- 
ing to  build  a civilized  county  from  the  wilderness.  In  the  course 
of  time,  “weary  and  heavy-laden,”  they  both  found  graves  on  the 
land  they  had  cleared  from  the  forest.  Among  their  children  was 
a son  named  Stephen,  born  in  Harrison  township  in  1811,  who 
engaged  in  farming  after  he  grew  up  and  subsequently  removed  to 
Green  township,  where  he  died  in  February,  1899.  He  married 
Christina,  daughter  of  John  and  Christina  (Kemp)  Snyder,  both 
Pennsylvanians  who  became  early  settlers  of  Ohio,  both  families 
coming  there  at  the  same  time.  Stephen  and  Christina  Ross  had  ten 
children,  of  whom  five  are  still  living.  Three  of  the  sons,  John, 
Jesse  and  Conrad,  were  Union  soldiers  in  the  civil  war  and  the 
former  died  while  in  the  service.  Conrad  Ross  was  born  in  Harri- 
son township,  March  17,  1846.  In  youth  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  which  he  has  followed  occasionally,  but  his  principal  occupa- 
tion throughout  life  has  been  farming.  During  the  civil  war  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  Forty-ninth  regiment  Ohio 
National  Guards,  for  the  hundred  days’  service,  and  remained  with 
this  command  four  months,  and  afterward  received  a pension  for 
disabilities  incurred.  January  9,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Harriet 
Kamp,  of  Pickaway  county,  the  result  of  this  union  being  three  chil- 
dren: Austin  H.  (deceased),  Nellie  O.  and  George  Orland.  Their 

mother  died  August  3,  1881,  and  Mr.  Ross  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Rockev)  Hassenpflug,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania who  married  in  Pickaway  county,  there  spent  their  early 
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married  life,  and  afterward  moved  to  Green  township,  Ross  county, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1800  and  the  father  in  1802.  By  this  sec- 
ond  marriage  Mr.  Ross  had  three  children : Charles  H.,  who  died 

in  1893,  Edgar  E.  and  Russell  A.  In  1893,  Mr.  Ross  took  up  his 
residence  at  Kingston  and  has  since  made  that  city  his  home.  He 
as  paitiei pated  in  politics  to  some  extent,  serving  several  times  as 
ju  ge  of  elections  and  holding  the  position  of  supervisor  in  Green 
ovns iip.  lie  is  a member  of  Kingston  lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


A lex  an  dei  Rudman,  first  deputy  sheriff,  of  Ross  county,  was 
born  in  Huntington  township,  Ross  county,  July  19,  1863.  His 
^?rln  1 u&ust  and  Katherine  (Hummel)  Rudman,  both  natives 
_ Baden  Germany,  who  were  married  in  Ross  county,  about  1855. 
U len  i"er<?  !)0Jn  to  union,  whose  names  and  present 

“ ai  rv  lllfrbriT^V  Stated:  Mai7  is  the  wife  of  John  Thuni, 

fl  4 : T°n:  ’ jj  Ira*  ^ate  Duncan,  the  second  born,  lives  in  Chilli- 

town  diii 01  aS^  resi(^es  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Huntington 
rt  ;,AleMn  ^ '1°  ™ next;  and  Phebc  A.,  the 

f»SkZr  h^°;  The  mother  died  in  1868  and  the 
four  children  1IS  sfcond  " Emestina  Seigesmont,  to  which  union 
cWl  wa  and  T b0rn'  ;V'.lfrUst  Km'man  "’as  a soldier  during  the 
his  son  Vlc\-and'aS  en^aFed  ln  3att’^e  ’n  Tennessee  on  the  dav  that 
Alexamlei  Cdt ' ’"’I1’  He  is  «<>"'  living  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 

cothe  Ilis  ft  " "aS  ed!,Cate<1  in  the  P,lbHc  schools  of  Chilli- 

rin‘e lived  ther?  iir^  t0  ^ ^ in  1869’  a”d  he  baa 
hus  He  served'  fn,  • 6 excePtlon  of  four  years  spent  in  Colum- 
f^  twiears  was  sn?-1^  J'eaVS  38  ^ marshal  of  Chillicothe,  and 

ern  railway  from  iikibuiT  to"  IP  TBa,.tlm0£  & OMo  Southwest' 
patrolman  and  for  two  vear/l  St  Iflus’  .For  one  .>’car  be  was 
police  force.  In  1901  ]'.P\ . 'G  S<  I.'Ved  as  °bief  of  the  Chillicothe 

Devine  and  is  at  present  slrvinff1^™^.61,8*  dePUty  under  Slleriff 
Rudman  was  married  to  Marl  T g . bat  caPaciD-  In  18S7  Mr. 
Ohio,  and  they  have  one*  d”  l ”Pyor>  a native  of  Vinton  county, 

Mr.RudnmnTsarenXr  it?  dBeatre’  bom  0ctober  3> 

of  Pythias.  " °f  tbe  0,'dcra  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights 


Concord  township,  though  a native  a£d  lndustrious  farmers  o 
of  Ross  county  only  about  eio-hto  ° tb°  bas  been  a residen 

parentage,  his  father,  William*  HR  'aT'  ,He.is  of  Pennsylvanii 
Washington  county,  in  that  state  Tl  e,d^e’  bav*n&  been  a native  o: 
brought  to  Ohio  W his  pall  JP*  ]atter’  wben  a small  boy,  wa 
and  settled  in  Carroll  comity  f6”3  both  natives  of  Ireland 

married.  He  selected  as  liis 'wife  \r  6 to  manbood  and  wa; 

"If°  Mlss  Elizabeth  Kerris,  a nativ, 
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of  Carroll  county,  and  a short  time  after  marriage  moved  to  Jack- 
son  county,  where  he  followed  farming  until  his  death,  that 
event  occurring  May  21,  1893,  his  wife  dying  August  28,  1886. 
VViiham  T.  Rutledge  was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  October  26, 
1 . • ile  attended  the  public  schools,  learned  farm  work  between 

sessions,  grew  up  to  manhood  and  spent  twenty-two  years  of  his 
tile  in  that  county.  Then  for  seven  years  he  worked  as  a farm 
hand,  in  Fayette  county.  In  December,  1880,  he  was  married  to 
Ida  !>.,  daughter  of  Isaac  Vincent,  one  of  the  old  residents  of  Ross 
county.  Several  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Rutledge  decided  to 
remove  to  Ross  county  for  permanent  residence  and  carried  out  this 
resolve  in  1S84  by  locating  in  Concord  township,  where  he  has  since 
made  Ins  home.  By  his  marriage  with  Miss  Vincent  there  have 
teen  bom  five  children,  of  whom  those  living  are  Retta  Elizabeth, 
Esta  Ethel  and  Laura  Louise. 

Judge  William  II.  Salford,  a retired  member  of  the  Chillicothe 
bar,  distinguished  as  jurist,  legislator  and  man  of  letters,  is  of  line- 
age both  ancient  and  honorable.  The  family,  which  is  of  English 
origin,  was  settled  at  Ipswich,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1740.  Dr.  Chellis 
Safford  served  as  a surgeon  during  the  French  and  Indian  war  of 
1*56  and  died  about  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  American  revo- 
lution. Ilis  son  J onas,  who  was  also  a physician,  located  in  Ver- 
mont about  1792  and  practiced  medicine  at  Poultney  for  a number 
of  years.  He  was  a man  of  influence  and  distinction,  being  a repre- 
sentative in  the  legislature,  judge  of  the  court,  magistrate  and  select- 
man. In  1811  lie  came  West  and  located  at  Gallipolis,  where  he 
rose  into  prominence  as  a physician  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one  years.  His  son,  Eliel  T.  Saflord,  a native  of  Rutland  county, 
Vt.,  was  also  educated  for  the  medical  profession,  and  after  gradua- 
tion at  the  old  Philadelphia  Medical  college  in  1818,  began  practice 
at  Point  Pleasant,  Va.,  and  afterward  removed  to  Parkersburg,  in 
the  same  state,  where  he  lived  many  years  and  became  eminent  in 
his  profession.  He  married  Ann  Harrison,  whose  father,  Col.  Mat- 
thew Harrison,  was  a prominent  lawyer  of  Prince  William  county, 

\ a.,  and  ati  officer  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  This  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  two  sons,  one  of  whom  was  William  H.  Safford,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  bom  at  Parkersburg,  February  19, 
1821,  and  after  the  usual  educational  routine  of  those  days  made 
his  first  venture  at  the  age  of  sixteen  as  teacher  of  a country  school. 
Later,  he  secured  employment  as  clerk  in  a leading  mercantile  estab- 
lishment of  the  town  and  while  thus  engaged  was  selected  as  princi- 
pal of  the  academy  which  he  had  recently  attended  as  a pupil. 
Finishing  the  school  year  in  this  position,  he  returned  to  his  clerk- 
ship*, but  was  again  appointed  principal  of  the  academy  and  filled 
the  place  acceptably  another  year.  He  early  developed  a taste  for 
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politics,  and  the  campaign  of  1840  offering  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  a display  of  talent  in  that  line,  young  Safford  “took  the  stump” 
and  participated  actively  in  that  famous  contest.  In  the  fall  of  that 
ke£an  the  study  of  law  with  his  uncle,  William  A.  Harrison, 
of  Clarksburg,  was  admitted  to  the  Virginia  bar  in  1842,  and  imme- 
1 1ff  o T entere<^  uPon  practice  of  his  profession.  In  the  fall  of 
ie  came  to  Ohio,  and  on  November  1st  of  that  year  located  at 
Chilhcothe,  where  he  soon  came  to  the  front  both  in  law  and  politics. 
n,  / _~e  was  elated  to  the  state  senate  from  the  counties  of  Ross 
and  Highland,  and  served  a term  of  two  years.  In  1859  he  was 
nominated  as  a candidate  for  lieutenant-governor  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  but  went  down  with  his  party  in  the  defeat  which  overtook 
1 * h°ai * i was  elected  and  commissioned  as  colonel 

l °1^  i rePllient  ^°ss  county  militia,  but  the  subsequent 
pea  y e egislature  of  the  act  authorizing  such  an  organization 
prevented  jts  seeing  any  military  service.  In  18G8  he  was  elected 

OW  it  C0Urt  COmmon  l)leas  the  Fifth  judicial  district  of 
i-  e served  until  1874,  declining  a renomination.  After 

and  r>rtnttmei/i  r?-11  !he  ^enclb  Judge  Safford  resumed  legal  practice 
aTel  ^ thcrein  untn  180  which  year  he 
C 'UY.f0,r;h?  Pl,rP°se  of  ^voting  his  time  to  litera- 
ls ifwT,S]lfc,,,C  haS  had  a P^iality  for  literary  pur- 
department  of  h/T  ta  enfc,’n  dlat  direction,  especially  in  the 
a “Life  of  Blenner/101*  ^ar  as  1850  he  published 

by  the  addition  of  ’ Wllc^  subsequently  was  greatly  enlarged 

the  title  of  “The  ™ ° ' "T  matter  and  reproduced  in  1861  under 

contribution  to  £ bSSST*  ^ ^ ™ke  a 
tory.  Aside  from  his  m .a  10mantlc  episode  in  American  his- 
for  years  bLn  a prolific  anrf  “"T"  prodl.lctioils>  Judge  Safford  ha? 
publications.  His  recent  ve^Tl'  ^ c?ntnbutor  to  various  periodical 
tion  of  several  works  of  aW  j’  laV?  been  employed  in  the  prepara- 
number  is  a racy  and  nici?  ng  and  value.  Among  the 

western  Virginia  dealing  ca  S<^Un  nai!rat*ve  of  partisan  warfare  in 
less  raids  of  John  Hanson  MeKeif  p-®  daring  deeds  and 
Confederate  scouts.  Accurate bioo-r  "v  hla.,ftn  Jess<b  the  famous 
partisan  celebrated  leaders  ind,  aP^les  will  be  presented  of  these 
account  of  the  capture  of  Generals  pg  esPeciaUy  full  and  graphic 
Md.,  bv  Lieut.  Jesse  C.  McVeal  n°ik  8nd  Kelley  at  Cumberland, 

-Tudge  Safford  are  a life  of  Gov.  William ' ai1a°A#  ™ PrePa,ration  b7 
ical  memoir  entitled  “The  Patrrm  i tt*  H611’  Ohio,  and  a histor- 
John  Vanderlvn,  the  ArtistT  h!  ^ P™tege-Aaron  Burr  and 
Louisiana  Purchase,”  in  which  h - 80  en£aged  upon  “The 

plete  history  of  that  transaction  nn/f  ’ t0  give  a ful1  and  com- 
tion  which  has  never  been  publisho/"™'81  a great  deal  of  informa- 
14,  1846,  Judge  Safford  was  marrieW  c°nnected  form.  October 

married  to  Annie  Maria  Pocahontas 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


671 

Creel,  a native  of  Wood  county,  West  Virginia,  and  daughter  of  Dr. 
Bavid  Creel.  From  this  union  sprang  a family  of  three  sons  and 
tour  daughters,  whose  biographies  are  thus  briefly  summarized: 
.Robert  E was  educated  at  the  West  Point  militaiy  academy,  cradu- 
a mg  with  the  class  of  1877,  was  immediately  commissioned  second 
lieutenant,  assigned  to  the  cavalry  and  died  while  in  camp  in  the 
ijuada loupe  mountains  of  Texas  Julv  19,  1879.  Edith  Florence 
mamed  Henry  W.,  son  of  Ainsworth  P.  Spofford,  long  time  librarian 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  resides  in  that  city.  William  Edwin  was 
educated  at  the  Annapolis  naval  academy,  graduating  with  the  class 
•of  1880,  took  a scientific  course  at  Yale  college,  was  commissioned 
as  ensign  in  1885  and  is  now  a first  lieutenant  in  the  navy.  He  was 
appointed  special  commissioner  to  the  republics  of  Peru  and  Bolivia 
and  spent  eighteen  months  in  those  countries,  making  excavations 
for  relics  that  might  throw  light  on  the  civilization  of  the  Incas. 
The  exhibits  resulting  from  this  archaeological  work  were  made  at 
the  World’s  Fair  in  Chicago  and  reflected  much  credit  upon  the 
young  lieutenant’s  energy  and  skill  in  research.  This  same  young 
officer  .served  as  the  first  lieutenant-governor  of  the  island  of  Guam 
after  it  came  under  American  control.  Elizabeth  Cornelia,  fourth 
of  Judge  Safford’s  children,  became  the  wife  of  Joel  Allen  Battle 
of  Tennessee,  later  removed  to  Evanston,  111.,  and  died  there  Octo- 
ber 14,  1901.  Anna  Juliet  is  employed  in  the  department  of  the 
interior  at  Washington;  Homer  is  engaged  in  business  in  Chicago, 
and  Sarah  Louisa  is  at  home. 


Augustus  Santo,  owner  of  the  meat  market  in  Adelphi,  and  one 
of  the  thrifty,  up-to-date  citizens  of  the  place,  is  a native  of  Chilli- 
cothe  of  German  origin.  Alexander  Santo  left  the  place  of  his  nativ- 
ity in  Baden  in  1832,  made  his  way  directly  to  Ohio  and  located  at 
Chillicothe.  There  he  met  Sophia  Ringwalt,  also  a native  of  Baden, 
who  had  preceded  him  to  this  country,  and  in  due  time  he  made  her 
his  wife.  He  was  a butcher  by  trade,  made  some  money  from  this 
business,  and  died  in  1864  on  a farm  in  Springfield  township,  hi9 
wife  surviving  him  until  1879.  Alexander  and  Sophia  Santo  had 
seven  children,  of  whom  three  survive,  including  two  daughters  at 
Pittsburg  and  Augustus  Santo.  The  latter  was  born  in  Chillicothe, 
November  16,  1837,  and  he  was  thoroughly  trained  by  his  watchful 
father  in  the  business  of  a butcher.  This  he  continued  in  Chilli- 
oothe  for  several  years  after  his  father’s  death,  but  in  1867  removed 
to  Adelphi,  which  lively  little -capital  of  Colerain  township  has  since 
been  the  scene  of  his  operations.  The  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Santo  have  been  rewarded  with  success,  and  the  even- 
ing of  life  finds  him  in  possession  of  some  valuable  property,  all 
accumulated  by  himself.  This  consists  of  two  residences,  besides 
the  meat  markets  in  Adelphi  and  Laurelville,  and  other  assets.  Mr. 
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Santo  is  jovial  in  disposition,  has  a popular  personality,  and  is  one 
of  the  well-to-do  as  well  as  much  esteemed  citizens  of  his  adopted 
town.  He  is  Democratic  in  his  politics,  but  cares  for  no  office,  and 
gratifies  his  social  inclinations  by  membership  in  Cornplanter  tribe, 
Xo.  146,  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  While  living  in  Chillicothe 
he  married  Louisa  Rollman,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Frank 
Edward  and  Louise.  Louise  lives  in  May  ton ; Frank  Edward  is  a 
traveling  salesman  for  a Chicago  wholesale  house  and  lives  in  Toledo. 
He  is  married  and  has  an  interesting  family  of  three  children,  Will- 
iam, Mamie  and  Susan.  Mrs.  Louisa  Santo  died  in  IS 65  at  Cliilli- 
cothe,  and  after  Mr.  Santo  settled  in  Adelphi  he  married  Hoy  Ann 
Withrow,  whose  two  children  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Santo  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


George  W.  Santee,  one  of  the  substantial  and  esteemed  farmers  of 
Concord  township,  comes  of  a lineage  both  ancient  and  honorable. 
v\  hen  the  malignant  religious  persecution  of  the  seventeenth  century 
drove  so  many  of  the  bravest  and  best  of  her  citizens  from  France,  a 
number  of  them  found  refuge  in  Holland,  a country  always  ready 
o gi\e  asylum  to  the  oppressed.  Included  among  these  Huguenots 
y as  a ami  y of  Santees  who  afterwards  made  the  long  ocean  journey 
o i menca  and  found  a home  in  the  peace-loving  state  of  William 
4-enn.  This  emigration  occurred  about  1700  and  from  it  arose  all 
the  Santees  who  subsequently  scattered  over  the  various  states  of 
Um-T  -m0p’  xle  0 . ^lcse#  descendants,  named  George  Santee,  was 
t 111  , el'nb^  van,a  during  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
" , ; ‘d  afterbl.s  ™™age  to  Mary  Merriman  migrated  to  Ohio 
Pet  tlnZ!  « iIl  S°  S,ror‘S'l.v  towards  the  West.  These 

but  later  Vo/  18  /!.  ^lln^  )0t^lient  near  Frankfort  in  Ross  county, 
d e L Tr  . r the  BlSbottoms  in  the  vicinity  of  Bainbridge 
tonrilfc  fn  wt  fW  TVe!'al  y°ars-  Afterward  they  went  to  Ben- 
plaee  returned  to^'”  ‘V  .-T*  aBe*  a £ew  .vcars’  residence  in  that 
until'l8°3  „ am nidge  neighborhood  and  remained  there 

niade  to  "the  , Sa  <%  T ^ «b«ndoned  and  a removal 

t Re i , ,Z  I f Pctf™bniSr  in  Highland  countv,  where  these 

»i  mK  4 "fr  "r  - * “■* 

Sophia,  Xanev  and  Rebecca  all  of  th° Gt?rgi’  J°SIab’  C.vnthia> 
lives  in  Highland  coitv  ’ Joj, l «re  dead  except  John,  who 
. children,  was  bom  in  T?n - ! l>  1 ^ie  above  mentioned 

1808.  I„  1834  he  warned  MmtvXer  Bainbrid«e:  September  5, 

of  character  and  nianv  virtues'  will,  ul,’  * T’"1'"  ^ j11Uch  strengtb 
burg  in  Highland  countv  and  lived  l,'  "?''  sottled  near  Peters- 

the  end  of  that  time,  thev  retimed  t '’?'  7 *°r  SGVGnt0G”  ?ears-  At 
Lyndon,  where  thev  remained  until  f'°SS  count'V  aml  settled  near 

their  lives.  Josiah  RanteeL  lifelorJ  fG"  yG?rS  beforc  tI,e  close  o£ 

8 lifelong  occupation  was  that  of  farm- 
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ing  and  stoekraising,  and  the  only  office  held  by  him  was  that  of 
township  trustee,  which  he  occupied  for  several  years.  His  children 
were  eight  in  number:  Mary  E.,  wife  of  S.  T.  McWilliams  of 

Highland  county;  George  W. ; John  and  Joseph  of  Highland  county ; 
dames  G.  of  Clinton  county;  Thomas  O.  and  Louisa  of  Greenfield, 
Ohio;  Thomas  (deceased).  George  W.  Santee,  second  of  the  chil- 
ifiQo’  "rr  b°m  near  Highland  county,  September  15, 

i-i  , ile  remalned  at  borne  until  his  twenty-third  year,  after 
which  he  worked  by  the  month  on  neighboring  farms  for  a while  and 
then  began  to  think  of  matrimony.  In  1861  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage  to  Delilah  Briggs,  a lady  bom  and  bred  in  Eoss  county,  and 
shortly  after  the  ceremony  they  settled  on  a farm  in  Concord  town- 
ship. Four  years  later  they  removed  to  Fayette  county  and  remained 
there  until  1870,  when  they  returned  to  the  old  township  in  Eoss 
county  and  there  spent  the  subsequent  eleven  years.  Then  a 
removal  was  made  to  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Santee,  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stockraising.  He 
and  his  wife  have  had  ten  children,  of  whom  Bussell,  Katie,  Nettie 
and  Charles  are  dead.  The  living  are:  Laura,  wife  of  E.  Ankrom 
oi  Greenfield;  Mattie,  now  Mrs.  Cass  Paul;  Hettie,  wife  of  John 
l’l  townsbip ; Jennie  M.,  wife  of  E.  Hutton,  of  Green- 

land ; Daisy,  married  to  William  Smith  of  Frankfort,  O. ; Miss  Liz- 
zie,  at  home. 


Michael  Schilder,  merchant,  of  Chillicothe,  is  a native  of  that 
place,  bom  December  17,  1853.  His  parents  were  Michael  and 
Elizabeth  (Hermann)  Schilder,  the  former  a native  of  Alsace- 
Loraine,  at  that  time  belonging’  to  France,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  and  located  in 
Chilli cothe  about  1850.  He  was  a groeer,  operating  the  same  busi- 
ness now  conducted  by  his  son  and  namesake;  was  successful  in  a 
business  way,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty-three,  his  wife  surviving 
until  she  was  sixty,  when  she  passed  away.  Of  the  twelve  children 
bom  unto  them,  nine  are  still  living.  The  eldest  is  Michael,  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  The  second  is  Caroline  Eichenlaub,  of  Colum- 
bus; Anne,  unmarried,  lives  in  Chillicothe;  Martin  A.  is  a member 
of  the  wholesale  grocery  firm  of  Schilder  & Lightle,  of  Chillicothe; 
Clara  Figlestaher  is  wife  of  a mechanic  in  Chicago;  Philomena  is 
wife  of  Abram  Baber,  of  Loveland,  0. ; Ella  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  F. 
Bier,  of  Savannah,  Mo.;  John  E.  is  a business  man  of  Chillicothe; 
Katherine  is  the  wife  of  George  A.  Gardman,  a wholesale  grocer  at 
Portsmouth,  O.  The  deceased  children  were  Mary,  Elizabeth  and 
Lillie,  all  of  whom  died  in  childhood  or  early  womanhood.  Michael 
Schilder  was  educated  in  the  Chillicothe  public  schools  and  at  St. 
Mary’s  institute  in  Dayton,  0.  His  first  business  venture  was  as 
11-43 
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clerk  in  the  store  of  his  father.  After  the  latter  died,  the  business 
was  conducted  for  some  years  by  M.  A.  Schilder,  during  which 
period  Michael  was  engaged  in  business  at  Frankfort,  O.,  and  later 
at  Chillicotke.  In  1897  he  purchased  his  brother’s  interests  and 
resumed  the  grocery  business,  in  which  he  had  spent  his  earlier 
years.  Mr.  Schilder  handles  high  class  goods  and  enjoys  the  trade 
of  many  of  the  best  families  in  Chilli cothe.  He  gives  steady 
employment  to  four  clerks  and  a book-keeper,  handling  everything 
to  be  found  in  a first  class  grocery  and  provision  store.  In  short,  he 
is  one  of  the  successful  business  men  of  Chillicothe  and  has  accumu- 
lated a fine  property  as  the  result  of  his  own  efforts,  besides  his  inter- 
est in  the  extensive  parental  estate  as  yet  unsettled.  In  1870  he 
was  married  to  Katherine  A.  Vogel,  daughter  of  Dr.  Christian 
\ogel,  a minister  of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schilder  have  one  daughter  living,  Bertha,  wife  of  Clif- 
ford R.  Duncan,  private  secretary  to  Superintendent  Brinson  of  the 
Baltimore  & Ohio  Southwestern  railway,  residing  at  Chillicotha 
Two  other  children,  Maiy  and  Robert  Lawrence,  died  in  childhood, 
the  former  aged  nine  years  and  the  latter  two  weeks.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  in  Chillicothe. 


August  Schmieder,  a well  known  mechanic  long  resident  in  Chilli- 
cothe, is  a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  bom  on  June  14,  1839.  His 
parents  were  Valentine  and  Walburga  (Figlesthaler)  Schmieder, 
1 na^  ° Baden,  where  they  were  married  and  spent  their 
lives.  I he  father  was  a wagon  maker  and  it  was  with  him  that  his 
son  i ugust  earned  his  trade,  \alentine  Schmieder  died  when  he 
was  seventy -t  ree  years  old  and  his  wife  at  about  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven.  Their  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  four 
r ^ .T01^  ar?  stl  lvlj1.^’  William  is  a wood  worker  in  the  employ 
, t°rer;  PaUw-e?1  ?De  0f  the  sisters,  is  in  Germany,  and 
o i • i 5 mng  Kas.,  both  being  married.  August 

Sen  en noST  r % 7,  18577  and  has  since  then 

— »■>”.  xsta'ters  SX-  Mia 

emnlovmpnt  e nelP*  At  the  present  time  he  gives 

just  completed  *nd  Jffi8®  brick  buiHin^>  one 

In  1862  be  onlicwl  i reP0Slt0ry>  office  and  trimming  shop. 

£“5, Twenty-eighth  Ohfo 
numerous  battles  and  skirmish  pc  ? at  th^frQnt’  taking  part  m 
engagements  at  Vl 

ong  march  to  and  from  Lynchburg  Ya  A”-  Tr  ® 

in  the  service,  for  which  he  W w’  • , mcurred  disabilities 

May  2,  1867,  he  ^as  rnarieS  to^neP?T°ned  & ^ ^emment 
ea  to  Jane  Johanna  Benner,  a native  of 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


675 


Chillicothe,  born  in  the  house  where  she  always  lived  and  where  she 

mnt>her  Clfa/h  m J.,!4  at  the  a"e  of  forty-seven  years.  She  was  the 
mothw  of  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living,  Elizabeth  the 
first  born,  having  died  in  infancy.  Henry  W.,  the  only  son  is 

mss  an?  •“  b0°k"keTr  generaI  °''erse^r  ™ Mb  father’s  busi- 
of  Ol,  n-  7.  unm?mef  cHe  received  his  education  in  the  schools 

AnnMud°?n  antt  "V  Sc!°t-°  bu*iness  colleffe-  daughters  are 

ofTh-U  d a L ’ ™ f°Ter  beuW  the  wife  of  Edward  J-  Hermstein, 
f Chillicothe.  The  other  two  children  are  at  home,  making  a happy 

and  contended  family.  Mr.  Schmieder  is  not  a member  of  any  social 
organization  except  the  Eintracht  Singing  society.  He  has  been 
very  prosperous  since  coming  to  America  and  his  accumulations  are 
almost  entirely  the  result  of  his  own  efforts. 


J.  Moodbndge  Scott,  of  Bainbridge,  was  bom  in  Chillicothe,  the 
son  ot  May  James  K Scott,  who  was  a native  of  Kentucky,  but 
came  to  Ohio  when  a boy,  with  his  father,  Dr.  Joseph  Scott,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  surgeons  and  citizens  of  his  day  in  Chillicothe. 
On  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war,  James  K.  Scott  raised  a company 
ot  which  he  was  made  captain  and  which  became  Company  M of  the 
-hirst  Ohio  cavalry.  This  command  served  throughout  the  war  and 
when  mustered  out  in  September,  1865,  Captain  Scott  held  a com- 
mission as  major,  and  had  made  a worthy  record  as  a patriot  and  sol- 
o Came.bome  nni<dl  broken  down  in  health  and  died  in  1867. 
Major  Scott’s  wife  was  Sarah  Woodbridge,  whose  father,  John  Wood- 
bridge,  was  a prominent  figure  in  the  business  circles  of  Chillicothe. 
fie  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  but  came  to  Ohio  when  a boy  of 
tender  age.  For  many  years  he  was  cashier  of  the  Chillicothe  bank 
and  stood  high  among  the  financiers  and  capitalists  of  that  section. 
J.  Woodbridge  Scott  received  his  education  in  Cincinnati  and  after- 
wards engaged  in  the  book  business  in  that  city.  In  1884  he  came 
to  Paxton  township,  Ross  county,  where  he  now  resides. 


Milton  J . Scott,  treasurer-elect  of  Ross  county,  is  a native  of  the 
same,  bom  in  Huntington  township  on  December  17,  1873,  son  of 
John  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Craden)  Scott,  both  natives  of  Ohio,  the  for- 
mer bom  in  Guernsey  county  in  1823.  John  T.  Scott’s  occupation 
has  been  principally  that  of  a farmer,  and  his  present  residence  is  on 
the  farm  where  his  home  has  been  for  forty  years.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Elizabeth  Craden  and  the  second  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Shiver.  The  first  Mrs.  Scott  was  bom  in  Fayette  county 
in  1835  and  died  in  1882,  leaving  three  children,  of  whom  Milton  j. 
Scott  is  the  eldest  and  only  son.  His  sisters  are  Mrs.  Jessie  Baum, 
of  Boumeville,  Ross  county,  and  Mrs.  Hattie  Ridgeway,  of  Chilli- 
cothe. On  both  sides  of  the  house,  through  the  Scotts  as  well  as  the 
Cradens,  the  family  traces  its  lineage  back  to  Ireland,  the  paternal 
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branch  being  early  established  in  Pennsylvania.  Milton  J.  Scott 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  South  Salem  academy, 
afterward  being  a teacher  for  two  years  in  Ross  county.  He  next 
accepted  employment  as  a clerk  in  Ira  Mosher  & Son’s  mercantile 
house,  where  he  remained  for  eight  years.  Entering  upon  this  work 
at  the  lowest  point,  Mr.  Scott  rose  steadily,  as  the  result  of  faithful 
and  competent  sendee,  until  he  finally  held  the  responsible  position 
of  chief  clerk  and  assistant  buyer.  Without  solicitation  upon  his 
part,  he  was  offered  the  chief  deputyship  in  the  county  treasurer’s 
office,  which  he  accepted  and  held  for  three  years.  In  the  fall  of 
1901  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party  as  candidate  for 
treasurer  of  Ross  county,  and  at  the  ensuing  election  was  triumph- 
antly chosen  with  a majority  larger  than  that  of  any  other  name  on 
the  county  ticket.  He  took  possession  of  the  office  September  1st, 
1902.  September  25,  1892,  he  was  married  to  Mattie  A.  Johnson, 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Elizabeth  Johnson,  old  neighbors  of  his 
fathers  family,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two 
daughters,  Esther  and  Naomi.  Mr.  Scott  is  an  Odd  Eellow  and  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order,  of  which  he  is 
the  charter  secretary  of  Chillicothe  senate,  No.  31.  He  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  After  the  death 
?.  .™tPeF  ^r’  never  lived  at  the  parental  home,  but  spent 

his  childhood  and  youth  in  different  families.  For  three  years  he 
ive  in  Meigs  county,  and  there,  as  elsewhere,  he  worked  his  own 
way  until  by  unaided  efforts  he  reached  a position  of  prominence 
and  success  Self-made  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  he  paid  for 
his  own  academic  education  from  the  proceeds  of  his  daily  labor. 

long  ns  position  subjected  him  to  unusual  temptations  to  vice 
J?  T*  l0n’.  G ^Y  0 se^'restraint  and  good  sense  to  resist  all 
The6  rp Yuemen  7 “V0  ^t6n  ^)etTa^  Jomi£  111611  to  their  min. 

T8  ^ * l\  Y0tt  beca™  * young  man  of  most 
exemplary  character  and  habits,  which  brought  their  due  reward 
m a successful  career  both  in  business  and  politics. 

is  ^Ware  merchant,  of  Chillicothe, 

Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  bom  May  26  1846  His  nar- 
TsilTm^  =^*V<**)  SecresI,  th’e  foler  horn"  in 
1813,  in  Greene  conn™  ''pa  ”'’Tw  th°  latter  bo.™  December  25, 

county,  O.,  and  spent  their  Ls  on  the  same  f’Z'Tl  “ 
at  the  ago  of  sixtv-eight  and  the  f.tu  T f ’ ^ mother  dyin« 
family  of  eight  children  of  whom  £ 8?.ven^two-  They  had  a 
min  C.  is  a real  estate  dealer  in  CirnwTl  these,  Benja- 

old  homestead ; Samnel  F is  the  <ml  • * e’f  G,‘  1 ^ oab  *s  on  ^10 
Margaret  C.  Robbins  resid^  L °f  Sketch;  “d  Mr3‘ 

family  is  of  German  origin.  The  nate™'^  C0Unty‘  Tlle  Secrest 
gn.  ihe  paternal  greatgrandfather  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


677 


George  Spade  Secrest,  a Hessian  soldier  who  fought  for  the  British, 
was  captured  by  General  Washington  and  afterward  remained  in 
America,  settling  in  Guernsey  county,  O.  The  Clarks  are  of  Irish 
and  Dutch  antecedents  long  established  in  America.  Samuel  F. 
Secrest  was  educated  at  the  Lebanon  (Ohio)  National  Normal 
school,  where  he  completed  a classical  and  scientific  course  in  1869. 
For  five  years  he  was  employed  as  principal  of  the  public  schools  of 
Frankfort,  Ross  county,  and  acquitted  himself  most  creditably, 
being  considered  one  of  the  best  educators  ever  in  charge’ at  that 
place.  This  was  the  beginning  of  his  career  in  Ross  county,  which 
has  been  one  of  almost  unvarying  success.  On  retiring  from  his  posi- 
tion in  the  schools,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Frankfort, 
the  one  selected  being  hardware,  groceries  and  grain,  and  he  erected 
a business  block  and  elevator  and  gave  to  the  then  dead  town  a new 
lease  of  life.  He  was  also  largely  instrumental  in  the  establishment 
of  the  first  bank  in  Frankfort.  He  remained  there  until  the  autumn 
of  1882,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests  and  removed  to  Chilli- 
cothe, where  he  resumed  the  hardware  business,  which  he  has  con- 
tinued up  to  the  present  time  with  financial  success.  December  25, 
1872,  he  vras  married  at  Frankfort,  to  Mary  Miller,  a daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Mary  Miller,  an  old  family  of  that  place.  They  have 
four  children,  tvro  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  eldest  is  Stella 
Warren  Secrest,  a graduate  from  the  classical  department  of  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  university,  class  of  1893,  and  at  present  in  charge 
of  mathematics  in  the  Chillicotlie  high  school.  The  second  child  is 
Forest  Clark  Secrest,  a student,  to  the  junor  year,  in  the  Ohio  Wes- 
leyan university,  and  nowT  employed  in  his  father’s  business ; he 
married  Cora.  Roche,  of  Douglas  county,  111.,  and  has  three  children, 
Mary,  Catherine  and  Corinne.  The  third  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Secrest  is  Bernice  Wood,  now  in  the  senior  year  in  Smith  college  at 
Northampton,  Mass.  The  fourth  is  Frederick  Miller,  a sophomore 
in  the  Chillicothe  high  school.  Mr.  Secrest  is  a prominent  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  attained  to  the  Knights  Templar 
degree.  Ilimself,  wife  and  children  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  has  been  a steward  for  many  years, 
besides  holding  various  other  official  positions  in  the  church.  He 
has  served  about  twelve  years  on  the  board  of  education,  tvro  years 
of  wdiich  time  he  v^as  clerk  and  two  years  president  of  the  board. 

Charles  Scip,  recently  deceased,  was  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
Chillicothe.  He  was  a native  of  Harxheim,  Rhenish  Bavaria,  in 
Germany,  where  he  was  born  May  20,  1821.  His  parents  were 
Isaac  and  Katherine  Scip,  both  natives  of  Bavaria,  where  the  father 
died  in  December,  1834.  Isaac  Seip  was  a soldier  during  the  wars 
of  his  day  and  served  for  ten  years  under  the  great  Napoleon.  On 
October  io,  1849,  Charles  Seip  and  a sister  came  with  their  mother 
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to  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  the  latter  died,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven. 
One  of  her  sons,  named  John,  died  in  Germany  and  a daughter,  Mrs. 
Bader,  resides  in  Chillicothe.  Charles  Seip  learned  the  butcher's 
trade  while  in  Germany,  working  at  it  there  for  fifteen  years,  and 
after  coming  to  Chillicothe  he  followed  the  same  business  for  about 
thirty-five  years.  He  was  very  prosperous  as  the  result  of  indus- 
trious habits,  good  health  and  prudential  management.  May  2, 
1852,  he  was  married  to  Charlotte  Erich,  a native  of  Klein  Wangen, 
Saxony,  born  July  25,  1831,  who  came  to  Ross  county  with  her  par- 
ents in  1848.  She  became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
six  are  still  living.  Charles  died  in  infancy ; Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Schlagel,  a jeweler  in  Chillicothe;  John,  George  and  David 
are  merchants  in  the  same  city ; Charlotte  and  Elizabeth  are  at  home. 
The  mother  passed  away  June  15th,  1900.  In  1895  Charles  Seip 
erected  the  finest  residence  in  Chillicothe,  modern  in  all  its  equip- 
ments and  finished  in  the  most  elegant  style.  Aside  from  this  he 
owned  five  farms  in  Ross  coim ty,  aggregating  1,029  acres,  consist- 
ing ol  fertile  and  highly  improved  lands.  His  accumulations  were 
the  results  of  a long  and  industrious  life,  marked  by  frugal  habits 
an  a saving  disposition.  He  was  a genial  and  companionable  gen- 
tleman and  remarkably  well  preserved  for  a man  of  his  years.  He 
reared  his  children  with  affectionate  care  and  bestowed  upon  all  of 
lein  a l r e ucation.  Miss  Elizabeth  has  a taste  for  music  and 
hei  talent  in  that  line  has  been  cultivated  by  the  best  teachers.  Mr.  ' 

Ohmwi  °ne  °/ •th0  °,<.eSt  mcnil>ers  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order  in 
fits  to  ho'rl’  s.”s  ‘lldunK  l'ls  connection  therewith  for  the  social  bene- 
Den^t'  ITh V/°m  thn  I'onored  fraternity.  He  was  a lifelong 
ST  wi  or  offl  ^lS°me  • 6 l0Cal  °ffices’  bnt  never  *>o«ht  politi- 

den  endTn  Tfe  ^Won.  His  venerable  life  came  to  a and- 

the  immediate  of  "T  ' kT  5’ 1902’  at  his  in  Chillicothe, 

the  immediate  cause  of  death  being  heart  failure. 

late°CharlesP’SeinTlinent  “er®hant  ^ Chillicothe,  is  a son  of  the 
CMllicothe  on^OTil'l^p^Q ^etch  appears  above.  He  was  born  in 
of  that  city  His  cntiro  l'f  nlU."as  educated  in  the  public  schools 
spent  n the  wlSesale  mo  % Mchi'«  maturity,  has  been 
was  one  of  the  i„Cortr. ' 'a  b™ss  of  his  native  place.  He 
ter  & Seip  stockhddem  of  the  Oul- 

wholesale  trade  in  boots  and  shoo.  Fnrpose  of  carrying  on  a 

tor  of  the  Citizens  National  ’ ai^  ls  a lso  a stockholder  and  direc- 
Warn.  on,  Recently  h, 

company,  which  has  purchased  about  i t oocf""4'  ;'"d  T'",nl,'T 

miles  south  of  Norfolk  This  f ■ * acr(1s  of  land  seventeen 

Bethel,  famous  as  the  scene ‘of  th.  i“  °>  BiS 

is  the  intention  of  ’’V”  » 

1 dtois  ot  this  enterprise  to  erect  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


679 


large  .sawmill  and  wood  working  plant  and  convert  tlie  valuable 
standing  timber  into  merchantable  products.  Another  object  is  to 
drain  the  land  and  convert  it  into  productive  farms,  which  will  be 
operated  after  modern  and  improved  methods.  Associated  with 
Mr.  Seip  are  the  Schilder  Brothers,  wholesale  produce  dealers  of 
Chillicothe;  Frank  Flee,  a practical  lumber  man  of  Washington 
O.  H. ; J ames  C.  Gragg  of  Boumeville,  a practical  farmer,  lumber- 
man and  merchant  ; also  Milton  and  David  Jones,  sons  of  William 
A.  Jones,  practical  farmers  of  Boumeville.  This  enterprise  is  one 
of  great  possibilities  and  promise  and,  backed  as  it  is  by  abundant 
capital  and  a high  order  of  talent,  it  should  be  a great  success.  Mr. 
Seip  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  has  served  two  years 
on  the  board  of  education  in  Chillicothe. 

Joshua  Seney,  of  Chillicothe,  is  a native  of  Kent  county,  Dela- 
ware, bom  November  14,  1808.  He  came  to  Ross  county  in  1834 
and  has  made  his  home  there  ever  since.  Mr.  Seney  was  a chair- 
maker  by  trade  and  made  the  first  cane-seated  chairs  that  were  manu- 
factured in  Chillicothe  and  Springfield. , He  was  also  a cabinet 
maker  and  put  in  some  time  in  the  mercantile  business.  In  1851, 
he  abandoned  all  other  pursuits  to  devote  his  time  to  farming  and 
from  that  time  until  this  he  had  adhered  to  that  occupation.  He 
has  met  with  success  and  now  owns  about  two-hundred  acres  of  land. 
Mr.  Seney  has  been  a lifelong  Democrat  and  for  twenty  years  held 
the  office  of  township  treasurer.  In  1857  and  1858  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  legislature,  serving  two  years  in  all.  His  only  fra- 
ternal connection  is  a membership  in  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
November  4,  1841,  Mr.  Seney  was  married  to  Martha  Ives,  a native 
of  Chillicothe.  Her  parents  were  Slialor  and  Eliza  W.  (Stevens) 
Ives,  the  former  of  Connecticut  and  the  latter  of  Boston,  Mass. 
They  came  to  Ross  county  in  an  early  day  and  there  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Shalor  Ives  was  a hotel  man  and  at  the 
time  owned  what  is  now  the  Warner  House.  He  and  his  wife  also 
had  the  first  reading  room  ever  established  in  Chillicothe.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joshua  Seney  a family  of  eleven  children  have  been  born. 
This  list  has  been  thinned  considerably  by  death,  the  living  children 
being  as  follows:  Amasa,  Martha,  Elizabeth,  Susan,  Lucy  and  Will- 
iam. The  dead  are  Mary,  Warren,  Edward,  Alice  M.,  and  Matilda. 

Michael  Senff,  of  Chillicothe,  is  a native  of  Ross  county,  born 
January  19,  1813.  His  parents  were  Michael  and  Christiana 
(Trapp)  Senff,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  senior  Michael 
was  a son  of  Casper  Senff,  a life  guard  for  the  king  of  Saxony,  who 
came  from  Germany  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Michael 
Senff,  Sr.,  came  to  Ross  county,  Ohio,  in  1803,  and  two  years  after- 
ward located  in  Chillicothe,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  black* 
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smithing.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  accumulated  230  acres  of  fine  land.  He  was  very  active  in  edu- 
cational matters  and  did  much  to  improve  the  school  system  of  his 
district.  He  enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and  it  was 
while  he  was  absent  on  duty  that  his  son  Michael  was  born.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  and  of  his  fourteen  children 
two  daughters  in  Illinois  and  Michael  Senff  are  the  only  ones  sur- 
viving. Michael,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  also  became  a good  musician,  at  one  time  playing 
for  five  hundred  people  at  a singing  school.  He  grew  up  on  the 
farm  and  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  had  an  ingenious  turn 
of  mind  and  a natural  taste  for  mechanics,  constructing  the  first 
threshing  machine  ever  made  in  Ross  countv.  This  machine  could 
thresh  300  bushels  of  wheat  a day  and  Mr.  Senff  worked  with  it  and 
similar  machines  for  thirty  years  in  the  business  of  threshing  grain 
m season.  He  was  also  engaged  in  farming  and  fruit  raising,  and 
altogether  was  quite  a busy  man.  He  was  clerk  of  his  school  dis- 
rict  oi  about  seventeen  years  and  director  of  the  same  for  twenty- 
one  ,>ears.  He  has  done  much  jury  duty  during  his  lifetime, 
ie  pe  to  ay  out  many  of  the  roads  of  the  county  and  in  every  way 
pro\et  an  active  and  useful  citizen.  He  and  his  wife  were  devoted 
r IoT  • 01 1 Q°1  o Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Senff  was  mar- 

. “ i v ? ^Il!lmcl5  Caldwell,  who  was  born  in  Ross  county  in 

oipht  *!rC  V ^ U \ They  had  ten  children,  of  whom 

IvL  in  these  cllildrcn  is  Byron  Senff,  who  was 

iZnZl iTilC°n  tJi  1?’  1S45‘  He  was  reared  on  the  farm 

^ 1 ^Wsmith  trade,  which  he  has  followed  all  his  life 

twentv  aero  n ' q “ operations,  He  owns  a farm  of 

vegetable  raising  Bvron  'senff  ^ “ Spef alty  °f  truck  a”d 

two  terms  nlerW. . V benff  was  assessor  of  bis  township  for 

ino-  held  one  or  mb  fn  ,7ears  and  treasurer  for  fourteen  years,  hav- 
one  years  old  1 is  re  Vese  odlces  from  the  time  lie  was  twenty- 
of  AVasbinSn  T)  o ’ a "’almarried  *>  Estelle  Louise  Flemy, 
William  Russell,  Carrie  AhT  {h  ] ''S  y!  si*  chi,dr™>  as  follows: 
and  Pauline  Au^ista,  deceased.  1 ^ J’  Estel,e  L'> 

ton  township,  Ross'countv  ^IRsTfT’  ,"’aa  1,orn  and  bred  in  Pax' 
a native  of  West  Viren  nip  i l10.1’’  Aaron  W.  Seymour,  was 
became  a successful  fanner  and°  1Paxton  townsliip  in  1849 ; 

part  in  the  politics  0f  b ockdealer,  and  took  a prominent 

McNeil,  of  R^nt v !w7  ,P,  110  ,narri?d  Catherine  E. 

they  had  three  children  of  wl  ™ Tv*™  °^d  ^drginia  family,  and 
Hopewell  and  died  in  lsV>-  \ 10,11  V married  Hordecai  C. 

Irvin,  of  Kentucky,  aud  di’J  • t 1'°Cai"e  tlle  "'ife  of  Robert  L. 

' °d  111  Jam'a'T,  1001.  Welter  M.  Sey- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


681 


mour,  the  only  living  child,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Ross  county  and  at  Danville,  Ky.,  where  he  spent  three  years. 
After  leaving  school  he  embarked  in  farming  and  stock-dealing, 
which  has  been  his  occupation  ever  since.  In  1880-81  he  spent 
some  time  in  New  Mexico  and  western  Kansas  in  the  sheep  busi- 
ness. In  1883,  he  was  married  to  Agnes  E.,  daughter  of  Seymour 
McMechen,  descendant  of  an  old  Virginia  family.  They  have  had 
three  children  of  whom  only  Allie  H.  and  Katherine  H.  are  living. 
Their  oldest  son,  A.  Welton  Seymour,  a bright  and  lovable  boy, 
died  at  the  untimely  age  of  fourteen,  thus  cutting  off  a career  that 
was  full  of  promise.  Mr.  Seymour  has  always  taken  a good  citi- 
zen's interest  in  politics  but  has  held  no  office.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  of  the  American  Insurance  union. 

Horace  E.  Shepler,  dealer  in  wagons,  implements,  fertilizers  and 
other  farm  supplies  at  Kingston,  has  all  his  life  been  engaged  in 
agriculture  or  business  connected  therewith.  His  father,  John 
Shepler,  also  a lifelong  cultivator  of  Mother  Earth,  was  born  in 
Ross  county,  November  26,  1826.  The  father  of  the  latter  was 
brought  to  Ross  county  from  Pennsylvania,  when  an  infant.  'When 
J ohn  Shepler  reached  manhood  he  became  a farmer  in  Green  town- 
ship, which  occupation  he  adhered  to  continuously,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing a retired  life  in  the  evening  of  his  days.  He  married  Cathe- 
rine Vawter,  born  Aug.  15,  1835,  daughter  of  Milton  and  Lucy 
Vawter,  who  came  from  Essex  county,  Va.,  to  Ross  county  in  1837. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Shepler  are  and  long  have  been  devoted  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  they  have  held  various 
offices.  In  times  long  gone,  before  the  days  of  railroads  and  hotels, 
their  home  was  the  stopping  place  for  ministers  traveling  from  place 
to  place  to  meet  their  appointments,  and  many  were  the  pioneer 
preachers  who  benefited  by  its  cordial  greetings  and  generous  hospi- 
talities. Mr.  Shepler  believes  in  organizaton  among  farmers  for 
mutual  benefit,  and  has  long  been  a member  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry, holding  the  position  of  treasurer  of  his  local  grange.  John 
and  Catherine  Shepler  have  been  married  fifty  years  and  have  been 
the  parents  of  twelve  children : Minnie,  Emma,  J acob,  Charles, 
Ella  (deceased),  Horace  E.,  Flora  (deceased),  Lucy,  John,  William, 
George  and  Guy.  Horace  E.  Shepler  was  bom  in  Green  town- 
ship, Ross  county,  on  what  is  known  as  the  Joseph  Wright  farm, 
April  8,  1862.  After  the  usual  educational  routine,  including  the 
Kingston  high  school  course,  he  engaged  in  farming  and  later  added 
the  agricultural  implement  business.  This  he  prosecuted  both  in 
Kingston  and  Chillicothe  for  some  time,  and  during  the  last  ten 
years,  while  still  retaining  connection  with  the  farm,  he  has  dealt 
in  fertilizers.  In  1809,  he  came  to  Kingston  and  since  then  has 
been  handling  buggies,  wagons,  fertilizers  and  other  agricultural 
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supplies.  In  December,  1900,  he  took  a position  in  connection 
with  the  Scioto  V alley  Traction  company,  an  electric  line,  but  this 
has  not  interfered  with  his  regular  business.  Mr.  Shepler  held  the 
office  of  assessor  five  years  and  is  a charter  member  of  Kingston 
lodge,  Ao.  419,  Knights  of  Pythias.  May  1,  1890,  he  was  married 
to  I annie,  daughter  of  David  and  Julia  (Moore)  Terry  of  Green 
township,  and  has  two  sons,  David  B.  and  Forrest  Lesley.  Mrs. 
Shepler  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


William  E.  Shepler,  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raismg,  and  for  some  years  in  the  meat  business  at  Kingston,  was 
born  in  Green  township,  Ross  county,  January  24,  1871.  Full 
particulars  of  the  parentage  and  family  appear  in  the  sketch  of  his 
latUer,  John  Shepler,  which  is  presented  above.  Mr.  Shepler  grew 
up  on  t e arm,  learned  all  the  details  which  are  only  to  be  obtained 
y practica  experience,  and  is  himself  a thorough  and  successful 
armor.  e has  charge  of  295  acres  of  land,  which  he  manages  and 
cu  iva  es  >y  modern  methods  and  pays  much  attention  to  the 
aising  o stock.  Few  men  of  his  age  are  better  posted  on  all  things 
appertamnig  to  the  live  stock  industry,  which  he  has  made  a profit- 
S hll  dealln^-  ,For  three  years  past  Mr.  Shepler  has 

cess  nf  tw" -f  16  Uleat  business  at  Kingston  and  has  made  a sue- 
her  31  Ur°’  aS  1<?  -iaS  whatever  e^se  he  undertook.  Octo- 

ber 61  1895,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  J.  Evans  born  in  Green 

r 18’,1870'1  ;Sho,is  a daughter  of  W and  Minerva 

Ite  cLn  ’J  P;and(!a"sltpr  ”f  Andrew  Senff,  a pioneer  of 
Koss  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepler  have  three  children. 

Jacob  Shively  was  born  Mav  24  1 tt  • . i • -r, 

county,  about  one  quarter  of  a Lie  f™’  v town®hlP,  R°« 

is  a grandson  of  Geom-e  Shivelvlvvf  W^ere  'C  now  resldes'  He 
an  infant,  hv  his  father  Jnooh'L'i  W^S  br<>ught  to  America  while 
many,  about  the  vear  VeL  ^ fatberland  of  Ger" 
married  Rebecca  Rileys  of  Irish  fS&  •?  nvelJ  grew  to  manhood  and 
Margie  A.  (Goolev),  W j n and  *7  had  six  cbildren: 

ger)  in  1791,  Phoebe  in  17041  Tacob^iva-  178,6,  SaTah  (Ballen' 
ertson)  in  1799.  Jacob  Sliivelv  f l 1 W’  and  Cathenne  (Rob- 
was  born  in  Loudoun  countv  \b  of  tlle  subject  of  this  sketch, 

ing  his  childhood  in  that  state  and  in  i oik*  ”leager  education  dur- 
family.  The  original  intention  I 1815  T°Te  to  Ohio  'viih 
reached  a point  in  the  vicinity  east  Indlana>  but  when  they 

the  father  was  taken  with  a fatal  ill  P?’?sent  town  of  Kingston, 
life.  As  a result  of  this  iint ^ward' 7hich  S00n  tRrminat«l  his 
caring  for  the  helpless  family  was  tW^6”4’  t1le  responsibility  of 
only  eighteen  years  old.  After  fhn,  -f  ^aco^>  who  was  then 

change  all  their  plans  and  abandon  +1  **  • 01* S it  was  decided  to 

abandon  the  intention  of  going  to  Indiana, 
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so  the  route  was  reversed  and  the  travelers,  with  young  Jacob  in  the 
lead,  returned  down  the  Scioto  river  and  finally  settled  in  what  was 
then  known  as  Heller’s  Bottoms  on  Paint  creek.  As  soon  as  he 
could  obtain  a foothold,  he,  with  very  limited  means,  embarked  in 
the  business  of  teamster,  and  for  several  years  was  engaged  in  hauling 
h>  and  from  Zanesville  his  cargoes,  consisting  of  salt  and  whiskey. 
In  1824  he  bought  140  acres  of  land  near  the  Sulphur  Lick  springs, 
which  he  leased  to  William  Robertson  and  still  continued  his  teaming 
business  and  fanning  on  the  creek  bottoms,  until  1833.  He  then 
moved  on  to  his  farm  and  soon  after  added  fifty  acres  more  to  it  and 
from  that  time  on  was  closely  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  During  all  these  years  he  continued  to  accumulate  until 
finally  he  was  owner  of  275  acres  of  land,  all  the  improvements  on 
which  had  been  made  by  himself.  In  politics  Jacob  Shively,  Sr., 
was  first  a Whig,  then  an  Abolitionist,  later  a Free  Soiler,  and  finally 
a charter  member  of  the  young  Republican  party  when  that  organiza- 
tion was  just  commencing  its  historic  career.  During  his  time  he 
occasionally  held  minor  township  offices  and  his  religious  affiliations 
were  with  the  Missionary  Baptist  church.  In  August,  1885,  after 
a long  and  strenuous  life,  he  passed  away  in  his  eighty-ninth  year. 
In  1818  he  married  Ellen  Fernandes,  a sister  to  the  Rev.  Henry 
Fernandes,  a man  of  considerable  notoriety  as  a revivalist  in  his  day 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They  were  of  Irish  descent. 
There  were  seven  children  bom  to  Jacob  and  Ellen  Shively,  two  of 
them  dying  in  infancy,  Henry  at  the  age  of  eighteen  and  George 
when  twenty-four.  Frances  married  William  Henness,  and  Phoebe 
became  the  wife  of  Andrew  Roseboom.  J acob  Shively,  the  youngest 
child,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  May  24,  1833. 
He  remained  at  home  and  worked  on  the  farm,  and  acquired  only  an 
ordinary  common  school  education  by  attending  the  district  schools 
two  or  three  months  during  the  winters  when  he  could  be  spared  from 
work  on  the  farm.  In  August,  1855,  he  was  married  to  Mary  E. 
Wright,  a lady  of  German  descent.  They  rented  a farm  near  Frank- 
fort, where  they  remained  for  six  years,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Union  township.  At  that  time  the  civil  war  was  in  progress  and  on 
August  13,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  D,  Eighty- 
ninth  Ohio  infantry.  In  April,  1863,  he  was  appointed  corporal  and 
the  following  May  10th  received  promotion  to  sergeant  of  his  com- 
pany. In  the  battle  of  Cliickamauga  he  was  wounded  near  the  left 
eye.  In  January,  1864,  he  was  appointed  color  sergeant  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  he  was  discharged  near  Washington,  D.  C.,  June  7,  1865. 
Mr.  Shively  has  an  authorized,  official  statement  showing  places  and 
dates  when  he  was  under  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  amounts  to  a total 
of  188  days.  He  participated  in  the  following  engagements.  Hoover’s 
Gap,  Tenn.,  Chickamauga,  siege  of  Chattanooga,  Brown’s  Ferry,  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  Ringgold,  Rocky  Face,  Buzzard’s  Roost,  Tunnel  Hill, 
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Resaca,  Kingston,  Pine  Mountain,  Ivenesaw  Mountain,  Peaclitree 
Creek,  siege  of  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  advance  on  Savannah,  Fayette- 
ville, X.  C.,  and  many  skirmishes  and  smaller  engagements.  This 
is  a record  to  be  proud  of  and  such  as  few  men  can  show.  After  the 
war  Mr.  Shively  returned  home  and  resumed  farming  on  the  place 
which  he  had  left  at  his  country’s  call.  In  1867  he  purchased  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  and  since  then  has  carried  on  fanning 
and  stock-raising  in  the  usual  way.  He  has  been  prosperous  and 
now  owns  240  acres  of  land  besides  a holding  of  320  acres  of  valuable 
lands  in  Oklahoma.  His  political  affiliations  have  been  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  often  elected  and  served  as  township 
trustee,  and  some  other  offices  in  township  and  school  board,  but 
leluctantly  accepted  such  positions,  preferring  to  avoid  official  respon- 
sibility.  He  and  his  family  were  all  Baptists  and  he  has  well  ful- 
nlled  all  the  duties  of  a good  citizen,  both  in  war  and  peace, 
following  is  the  list  and  present  status  of  Mr.  Shively’s  children: 
^lcL  i !)orn  dipd  in  infancy.  Isaac  M.  married  Elizabeth  Cory, 
o i ankfort,  Ohio,  who  died  about  eight  years  afterward.  They 
had  one  son.  After  that  he  married  Minnie  Coshman,  of  Clinton 
county,  Ohio,  and  they  have  one  son.  The  next,  Martha  E.,  is  at 
i0!1,1?*  ai?  ^le  AVi^e  Charles  Jenkins.  They  have  five 

and  Areside  in  Kingfisher  county,  Okl.  Ellen  J*  is  the  wife 
lo7haii‘  Augustus ; they  have  one  son  living  and  one  dead. 

j.  a A 18  7 V3,  n in  Grant,  now  in  Oklahoma  ; they  have  one  daugh- 
ter. Marie  is  at  home.  ' v 


February^ *9 gT o a.nfive  °*  Hi£lllaTld  c°nnty,  Ohio,  born 

Virginia  about  ISi  n ^ fat  ier»  ^.artl1)  Shoemaker,  was  born  in 
in  Highland  and  came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents,  who  settled 

iSr?  ^d  followed  farming.  After  obtaining  a com- 
Ross  SrtvldCfl0ni  Mai;tin  11,arried  Anna  Pnrgett,  a native  of 
diatelv  cominenpod  7”  °.ne  *ts  °idest  families.  They  inime- 

countv  and  in  tl  C ousc^ePlng  on  the  old  home  place  in  Highland 
these  C0UrSe  °f  Kad  a family  of  nine  children.  Of 

Frederick  of  ntrhli  mfant  are  dead.  The  living  are 

Iowa  ; ~y;  Lydia,  wife  of  Eli  Runyan,  of 

Setterfied;  William’  of^Rten  skctch>  Priscilla,  wife  of  Xobis 
Roby,  and  Alien ! Besid  nd  C0Unty  5 Manda,  wife  of  James 
partner  in  the  mill  W*  CS  >ei.nf  a &oneral  farmer,  Martin  was  a 
the  old  h ; ,:  fcS  Wlth^an-l  Shoemaker.  He  died  on 

1888.  Their  son  S Zl  ,1853’  h[*  " ^ surviving  him  until 

when  the  civil  war  broke  ^ the  district  schools>  aild 

Ohio  cavalry,  later  beino-  tr.  r eul*Sted  ln  Company  D,  Eleventh 
regiment.  lie  served  in'  to  f'onil)any  L of  the  same 

teen  months,  was  also  corporal  T'art.er,nastcr’s  department  for  four- 

six  months,  his  total  service  being 
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for  three  years,  and  was  discharged  on  June  10,  1866.  Mr.  Shoe- 
maker returned  home  to  Highland  county,  where  he  remained  a few 
months,  then  rented  other  property  and  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  twice  married,  first  to  Esther  A.  Smith,  on  April  11,  1868,  after 
which  he  lived  near  Berrysville  in  Highland  county  for  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  bought  the  100  acres  in  Twin  township 
where  he  now  resides  and  has  since  added  75  acres,  besides  making 
extensive  improvements.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  Stella  and  Flossie  died  in  infancy.  The  other 
children  are  thus  enumerated  in  order  of  birth : Etha,  wife  of  Leo 

Eels;  Louisa,  now  Mrs.  Fred  Fels;  Aquilla,  in  Kansas;  Alvin,  in  the 
Philippines;  Harvey,  at  Bourneville;  Frederick,  in  Iowa;  Lena, 
Frank,  Metta,  Clarence  M.  and  Gracie,  at  home.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  1892  and  on  January  6,  1896,  Mr.  Shoemaker 
married  Martha  Kearns,  by  whom  he  had  one  child  that  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Shoemaker  is  a general  farmer  by  occupation  but  also 
operates  a small  mill  on  his  place.  He  has  served  as  constable  and 
is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R,  post,  Ho.  534,  at  Bourneville.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Paint  Valley  lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  the  same  place,  and 
has  been  connected  with  the  Christian  Union  since  1867. 

Wesley  Shoemaker  is  a native  of  Pike  county,  Ohio,  born  Decem- 
ber 1,  1868.  His  parents  were  Israel  and  Elizabeth  (Mick)  Shoe- 
maker. Israel  Shoemaker  was  born  June  3,  1845,  son  of  Robert 
Shoemaker,  a son  of  German  parents,  who  came  to  America  at  a very 
early  date  and  settled  in  Ross  county.  Robert  was  a cooper  by  trade 
and  followed  this  occupation  throughout  the  most  of  his  life.  He 
married  Hannah  Parki,  of  Huntington  township,  Ross  county,  by 
whom  he  had  the  following  children : Abigail,  married  to  J ames 

Toops;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Baker;  two  unnamed,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Israel,  and  Margaret,  the  latter  married  to  Henry  Baker; 
J ane,  the  wife  of  James  Ford,  and  J erneva,  now  Mrs.  Z.  R.  Murphy. 
A few  years  before  he  died  the  father  removed  to  Hipgen,  in  Ross 
county.  Israel  Shoemaker  enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the  Twenty-fourth 
regiment  Ohio  infantry  and  served  three  years  during  the  civil  war. 
After  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  he  returned  to  Ross  county  and 
worked  at  the  cooper’s  trade  for  a number  of  years.  After  his  mar- 
riage to  Elizabeth  Mick,  he  settled  down  in  Pike  county,  where  he 
spent  several  years.  The  exigencies  of  his  trade  necessitated  fre- 
quent removals,  but  finally  he  bought  property  in  Hipgen,  which 
became  the  place  of  his  permanent  abode.  By  his  first  marriage, 
Israel  Shoemaker  had  four  children:  Wesley,  Elsie  (deceased), 

Robert,  and  Martin.  The  mother  died  shortly  after  giving  birth  to 
the  last  child,  and  Mr.  Shoemaker’s  second  marriage  was  to  Hannah 
Murphy.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  the  first  and  second  (named  Josie)  are  dead.  The  living  are 
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James,  Jane,  Mary,  William  Jesse,  John  and  Anna.  The  father  is 
still  living,  but  is  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life.  Wesley 
Shoemaker,  the  eldest  of  the  children,  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
fourteen,  after  which  he  worked  by  the  month  on  the  farm.  On 
March  13,  1898,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  E.  Riehle,  daughter  of 
Ferdinand  Riehle,  descendant  of  an  old  Foss  county  family.  After 
that  event  the  couple  settled  down  in  Twin  township  on  a farm  of 
11  i acres,  which  was  inherited  by  Mrs.  Shoemaker.  They  have  had 
three  children,  of  whom  Phoebe,  the  first  born,  and  Virgil,  the  sec- 
ond, are  dead,  and  Sanford  living.  Mr.  Shoemaker  carries  on  gen- 
eral  farming  and  stock-raising  and  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an 
industrious  man  and  good  citizen. 


David  C.  Shotts,  a civil  war  veteran  and  substantial  farmer  of 
untmgton  township,  .belongs  to  a family  which  has  had  representa- 
tive sin  Ross  county  since  the  first  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
avid  and  Mary  Shotts  were  Germans  who  became  immigrants  to 
lrgmia  in  or  about  the  year  1800,  and  nine  years  later  joined  the 
army  o movers  westward  bound,  finishing  their  journey  on  the  banks 
ot  tiie  fccioto.  Shortly  after  arriving  in  Ross  county,  the  head  of  the 
l£lu?  acres  of  land  in  Huntington  township,  on  which  he 

* v 1 !?  C Ga* 1 anc^  .^ich  has  ever  since  been  in  the  possession 

• ion/8!61?  1a.Tlts*.  ^ayid  Shotts  was  killed  by  a stroke  of  lightning 

Vi  U TJ1S  W1(k*w  l°n£  survived  him  and  lived  to  be  ninety-six 
Marc  had  ten  c?hiIdren : Cathrine,  Elizabeth,  Hannah, 

these  are  de-to’  ®usan,  Jacob,  Daniel  and  Jonas.  All  of 

vears”  lives”™  \ 1<?  ex?ePt*on  Susan  who,  at  the  age  of  ninety 

next  to  A™  'f'  nt|)hrv’.the  -object  of  tDis  sketch.  Daniel, 
county  bv  \vbn  ^1  °f  ^ familJ>  married  Mary  A.  Bishop,  of  Boss 
!iad/,X  ^ildren:  Martha,  who  first  married 

Ohio  • Catherine  V ^ • 1S,  cleatlb  George  Woods,  of  Waverly, 

del;  Imos  Si  -t:  ™dT 'd  firs\“  Sy-,  and,  after  Ms 
wife  of  J.  W.  Gon-ell  of  Clint, ^ Subject  41118  sketch;  Eliza  A., 
States  consul  at  SaultSte  xr  * C°’T7’  0hl0;  GeorSe  w->  United 

Logan,  of  South  Dakota'  ^The  ftS?  4’’  7?fe  of  Austin  M,* 

Tear  and  the  mother  xvV,  * ■ le  fat^er  died  m his  seventy-second 

Wn  in  Ross  counts: 

He\^dfTe1diS 

and  returned  home  Kme  to”7,’  ^ ' %bteen  months  in  Indiana 
xnent  Ohio  v<Ce£ MW  * d*  ComPailJ  A,  Eighteenth  regi- 
Miller.  This  regiment  was  ^ n Coramand  of  Capt.  R.  H. 
Athens  Ohio,  and  completed  in  tlwin*  ^ August’  1861’  at 
reported  to  General  Sherman  at  ■ .1/O  owin^  November.  It 
and  was  assigned  to  Gen.  O.  M Mi'tVm  e? ^-7  ,in  tlle  same  month 

chell  s division  of  the  army  of 
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the  Ohio,  being  with  that  officer  during  his  campaign  south  in  Eebru* 
ary,  1862,  to  Bowling  Green,  Hashville,  and  Huntsville,  Ala.  It 
was  next  engaged  at  Stone  Biver,  and  here  it  did  noble  work,  and  at 
Chickamauga  it  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  After  the  battle  of 
Missionary  Ridge,  a portion  of  the  men  became  veterans  and  the 
remainder  were  mustered  out.  Shortly  after  his  return  from  the 
front,  in  Hovember,  1864,  Mr.  Shotts  spent  a year  in  Indiana,  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Huntington  township  and  resumed 
his  farming  operations.  Mr.  Shotts  is  a member  of  the  Republican 
party  and  was  appointed  enumerator  of  his  district  during  the  taking 
of  the  last  decennial  census.  He  married  Elizabeth  Ann  Brown,  a 
native  of  Madison  county,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children : Lena  M., 
Bertha  L.,  Charles  C.,  Cora  and  Dora  (twins),  Edward  E.  and 
Mary  L.  The  religious  affiliations  of  the  family  are  with  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church. 

i 

George  Sigler,  of  Richmond  Dale,  was  bom  in  Ross  county,  March 
7,  1832.  His  parents  were  John  and  Hester  B.  Sigler,  the  former 
of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Hew  York.  John  was  a son  of  George 
and  Mary  Ann  (Sell)  Sigler,  the  former  of  Germany,  who  married 
m 1798  and  came  to  Ross  county  when  John  was  a mere  child. 
George  Sigler  was  a fanner,  served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  died  in 
Jefferson  township  in  1828,  his  wife  surviving  until  1865.  John 
Sigler  owned  a small  place,  but  followed  the  carpenter  trade  and 
also  made  spinning  wheels,  which  at  that  time  were  an  important 
article  in  the  domestic  household.  Of  his  four  children,  three  are 
still  living.  His  son  George,  who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  partnership  with  his  father,  he 
made  coffins  for  thirty  years,  and  together  they  put  up  a large  grist 
mill  on  Walnut  creek.  In  1853  George  Sigler  bought  the  property 
where  he  now  lives,  about  seventy-five  acres,  but  now  owns  all  told 
some  400  acres  of  land.  In  addition  to  his  other  enterprises,  he 
built  a spoke  factory  and  carried  on  that  business  for  two  years.  He 
also  erected  a corn-cracker  for  his  own  use,  which  has  grown  into 
quite  a considerable  establishment.  At  first  it  was  devoted  to  grind- 
ing corn  meal,  to  which  buckwheat  was  added  later,  and  today  Mr. 
Sigler  has  an  extensive  business  in  this  line.  He  manufactures 
buckwheat  by  a new  process  of  hulling  the  grain  before  it  is  ground, 
and  this  product  is  shipped  and  sold  to  distant  points.  Among  his 
industries  are  also  included  a saw  mill  and  planing  mill.  Mr.  Sigler 
has  served  his  township  as  trustee  for  three  terms.  In  1853  he  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Deshler,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Haney 
(Phillips)  Deshler,  of  Athens  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sigler  have 
had  three  children.  Emily  L.  died  when  eight  years  old,  and 
Effie  D.  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  Ernest  Sigler,  the  only  son, 
was  educated  at  Richmond  Dale  and  is  the  engineer  at  the  mill. 
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Luther  C.  Skinner,  connected  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Deerfield  township  for  over  thirty-five  years,  is  justly  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  substantial  of  Eoss  county’s  farmers.  Like  so  many 
other  Ohioans,  he  comes  of  old  Virginia  stock  and  his  ancestry  have 
been  cultivators  of  the  soil  from  time  out  of  mind.  William  Skinner 
came  with  his  wife  from  the  Old  Dominion  when  Ohio  was  quite 
new  as  a state  and  sought  a settlement  in  the  county  of  Belmont. 
This  location  not  proving  satisfactory  they  removed  shortly  afterward 
to  Muskingum  county,  where  the  head  of  the  house  secured  land  and 
entered  into  the  business  of  cultivating  the  same.  This  Virginia 
couple  had  nine  children,  all  now  dead,  named  as  follows:  Lucy, 
Xancy,  Eliza,  William  (who  was  a soldier  in  1812),  Charles,  John* 
Madison,  Joseph  and  Philip.  The  father  ended  his  daysTn  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  and  the  mother  while  on  a visit  to  Virginia.  Philip, 
the  youngest  of  their  children,  Avas  bom  in  1804  near  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  and  after  the  death  of  his  mother  was  reared  by  his  elder 
brother  Charles.  When  he  reached  the  proper  age,  he  went  to 
Moorefield,  in  Hardy  county,  to  learn  the  tanner’s  trade,  and  spent 
several  years  in  mastering  the  details  of  that  business.  While  living 
at  this  place  he  married  Mary  Ann  Collins,  after  which  he  worked 
at  his  trade  in  Moorefield  for  some  time  and  then  removed  to 
Dresden,  Ohio.  He  resumed  the  tanning  business  in  that  town  and 
continued  it  two  or  three  years,  but  was  eventually  compelled  to  give 
it.  up  on  account  of  failing  health.  Hoping  relief  from  a change  of 
occupation,  he  undertook  farming  and  prosecuted  that  work  a few 
years,  alter  which  he  went  to  Athens,  Ohio,  and  resumed  his  old 
calling  as  a tanner.  Again  he  was  forced  to  quit  by  persistent  ill- 
ness, and  as  soon  as  strong  enough  took  up  farming  for  the  second 
ot»1  “e  and  wife  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  the 
as^  cen  o which  were  spent  in  Eoss  county,  Avhere  in  the  fullness 

w?  10"  • °unT(l  tleir  £raves-  This  pioneer  pair  realized  in  full 
\ 1a  ie  ancient  ebrewrs  regarded  as  the  greatest  blessings — length 
fjZt  and  abundance  of  children.  The  latter  were  twelve  in  num- 
in  Tin  SCa-  T.I  lr0r,S!0ur  var’ous  states  and  places:  Janies  lives 

WiS 'nrS  A ZC-  -8  snb-iecfc  o«r  sketch;  Harrison  and 
Ol  dl  " 5 18  m Florida  5 JosePh  resides  at  Clarksburg, 

?ivch  ul  O o n fnna  T,in  PickawaJ  county;  Haney  lives  £ 

of  the  fqrnjiv  i Molina.  Luther  C.  Skinner,  the  second 
29  18^9  He  rem^°ril  iF  ^res(^en>  *n  Muskingum  countv,  July 

tion  for  several  vLc  l o 1 *°r  nei^hbors,  continued  this  occupa-* 

Honed,  Mr.  Skinne?  iSm"  ?'  T"lJ  1"“  S“' 

county  which  h.,  ,i„c  been  hi,  pine, 
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tion  of  one  year  spent  in  Iowa,  he  has  lived  all  this  time  in  Deerfield 
township,  and  since  1870  has  resided  at  his  present  home.  Mrs. 
Skinner,  who  has  so  long  been  the  faithful  companion  and  helpmate 
of  her  husband,  died  in  1895  after  having  become  the  mother  of  the 
following  named  children:  William,  of  Chillicothe;  Charles 

(deceased);  John,  of  Pickaway  county;  Dudley,  at  home;  Prank, 
of  Concord  township ; Elmer  (deceased),  Hooker  (deceased),  Amy, 
Anna  L.,  Robert,  Haney,  Elizabeth  and  Luther. 

Dias  S.  Smith,  M.  D.,  of  Boumeville,  is  a native  of  Adams  county, 
Ohio,  bora  June  8,  1854.  He  is  a son  of  John  M.  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  Adams  county  September  30,  1822.  About  1847  John  M. 
Smith  married  Margaret  Edgington,  and  soon  thereafter  bought  a 
farm,  on  which  he  lived  for  several  years.  By  thi$  marriage  he  had 
three  children,  of  whom  Asenath  and  Calvin  are  dead  and  Jason  M. 
is  living  in  Clinton  county.  Their  mother  died  about  1850  and  in 
1852  John  M.  Smith  was  remarried,  to  Mrs.  Harriett  G.  Pence,  nee 
Greenlee,  widow  of  Philip  Pence.  By  this  union  there  were  two 
children,  Dias  S.  and  Grafton  P.,  the  latter  living  in  Missouri.  The 
father  continued  to  farm  his  place  until  1885,  when  he  sold  out  and 
went  to  Missouri,  where  he  died  in  May,  1901.  Dr.  Smith  attended 
the  district  school  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  about  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  In  September,  1875,  he  entered  the  office  of 
Dr.  Arthur  Hoble,  of  Winchester,  Adams  county,  and  studied  medi- 
cine for  three  years.  He  also  took  courses  of  lectures  at  Miami 
Medical  college,  in  Cincinnati,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated in  the  spring  of  1879.  Shortly  afterward  he  removed  to 
Bourneville,  where  he  still  resides  and  enjoys  an  extensive  practice. 
The  Doctor  is  a member.of  Paint  Valley  lodge,  Ho.  808,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
at  Bourneville,  and  of  lodge  Ho.  5,754,  Modern  Woodmen,  at  South 
Salem.  On  May  3,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Anna  M.  Ritter,  daugh- 
ter of  John  G.  Ritter,  of  Chillicothe.  They  have  two  children, 
Maud  M.  and  Arthur  H. 

George  J.  Smith,  coroner  of  Ross  county  and  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular of  the  county  officials,  is  of  Pennsylvania  nativity  and  German 
parentage.  His  father,  George  Smith,  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1836 
and  lived  in  Pennsylvania  ten  years,  removing  to  Covington,  Ky., 
in  1846.  In  that  city  and  Cincinnati  lie  was  occupied  for  some 
years  with  his  trade  as  a tanner,  which  he  resumed  at  Chillicothe 
after  his  removal  there  in  1855.  He  removed  in  1863  to  Zaleski, 
Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1879  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 
About  the  year  1840  he  was  married  in  Pennsylvania  to  a young 
lady  of  German  birth  by  the  name  of  Renner,  who  died  of  cholera 
during  the  epidemic  of  that  disease  in  1S4S  at  Cincinnati.  She  had 
II— 44 
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three  children,  one  of  whom,  a daughter,  perished  of  the  same  malady 
that  carried  off  the  mother.  Another  daughter,  named  Mary,  is  the 
wife  of  J acob  Summers,  of  Chillieothe.  George  J.  Smith,  the  only 
son,  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania,  April  7,  1844,  attended  school  two 
years  in  Cincinnati  and  obtained  his  subsequent  education  after  his 
father’s  removal  to  Chillieothe.  August  7,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany F,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  regiment,  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
which  was  one  of  the  last  of  what  were  called  the  German  regiments 
organized  in  that  State.  The  first  engagement  of  this  command  was 
the  unfortunate  affair  at  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  where  after  a spirited 
fight  they  were  compelled  to  surrender.  They  were  detained  as 
prisoners  of  war  about  four  weeks  and  then  exchanged.  The  subse- 
quent work  of  the  regiment  was  principally  devoted  to  guard  duty 
of  different  kinds,  though  they  occasionally  had  a skirmish  with 
guerrillas.  After  his  command  was  mustered  out  of  service,  June 
29,  1865,  Mr.  Smith  located  at  Zaleski,  where  his  father  then  lived, 
and  learned  the  tanner’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  two  years* 
Removing  at  that  time  to  Chillieothe  he  secured  employment  in  a 
tannery  and  continued  at  that  work  for  twenty-one  years,  after  which 
he  spent  some  time  in  market  gardening.  In  the  fall  of  1898,  Mr. 
Smith  was  elected  coroner  of  Ross  county,  being  one  of  the  only  two 
candidates  on  the  Republican  ticket  that  year  who  escaped  defeat.  In 
1900  he  was  elected  for  another  term  and  received  the  second  highest 
\ote  of  any  man  on  his  party’s  ticket.  It  so  happened  that  during 
1*  nJ1^1  8 incumbency  the  coroner’s  office  was  called  on  to  do  an 

unusual  amount  of  work  in  its  line,  more  in  fact  than  had  fallen  to 
any  predecessor,  and  the  general  verdict  is  that  he  has  performed  the 
duties  devolving  upon  him  with  a promptness  and  discretion  that  has 
won  the  commendation  of  all  parties.  January  8,  1866,  he  was 
mainec  to  usan  Hess,  a native  of  German v who  came  with  her 
St  l -n  thlS  c?u”tr?  i"  infancy.  Mr.  and ‘Mrs.  Smith  have  had 
_ f(,  ('  H ^n,  of  whom  five  are  living:  George  J.,  Jr. ; Mary,  wife 

lto?i  p gW^mer’  Carrie’  "'ife  of  Henrv  Hall,  of  Chil- 

cothe , \\  llliam,  of  Washington  Court  House,  and  Susan. 

fieid8  Ohio"  K?’  ■'!'e  t,'le  Pro?trossi\-e  citizens  of  Green- 

bitLS  dlvl  T ,,dentified  "ith  tl'e  professional  life  and 

Though  S7l0f  that  ’llacc  and  of  western  Ross  county, 
and  Aere  s^nl  hiA  i'""!  he  was  Rented  in  Greenfield 

kin  SmTth  nl  if  and  earl-v  ™nl,ood.  His  father,  Will- 

goes  hack  in  rwolloJr''0™!'0  man  ,uore  than  eighty-six  years  old, 
countv  His  birth  trr  1 m°?t  ver-v  beginning  of  Highland 

ten  vears  after  the  eonl't'1'100  Afield,  July  17,  1815,  or  about 

„ I«I.  Smith, 

& teiar-v  education  as  the  common  schools 
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afforded,  attended  tlie  South  Salem  academy,  and  later  matriculated 
e ledical  college  of  Ohio  and  devoted  himself  assiduously  to 
preparation  for  his  chosen  profession.  In  1S74  he  finished  the 
course  at  that  excellent  institution  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
ot  it.  D.  from  that  date  up  to  the  present  time,  with  the  exception 
ut  one  year,  Dr.  Smith  has  been  in  continuous  practice  at  Greenfield, 
.c  roin  that  point  he  is  called  in  the  line  of  his  professional  duties  to 
attend  patients  over  a wide  area  of  territory  in  the  adjoining  counties 
ot  Koss,  layette  and  Highland.  He  is  also  special  examiner  for  the 
Bfioemx  life  insurance  company  of  New  York.  But  it  is  not  simply 
• C^an  ^l£lt  ^r'  ^as  been  an  integral  feature  of  Green- 

field s life.  He  has  been  identified  more  or  less  directly  with  all  the 
enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  development  of  the  community, 
le  is  a stockholder  in  the  Home  Telephone  company,  whose  organ- 
ization was  a distinct  gain  to  the  business  and  social  life  of  the  city. 
Dr.  Smith  has  been  a member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  for 
over  thirty-seven  years,  having  attached  himself  to  that  organization 
in  1864. 


John  W.  Smith,  of  Chillicothe,  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
September  23,  1859.  His  parents  were  Selby  and  Susannah 
(Risinger)  Smith,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  . The  father  of  Selby  Smith 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  married  Sarah  Wantz  of  the  same 
state.  They  settled  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  and  had  a family  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  three  are  still  living.  Selby  Smith  and  wife 
had  five  children,  but  only  two  are  living.  His  son,  John  W.  Smith, 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Fairfield  county  and  is  a carpenter  by 
trade,  though  he  has  engaged  in  farming.  December  2,  1880,  Mr. 
Smith  was  married  to  Mary  Pugh,  of  Monroe  county,  0.,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Fox)  Pugh,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her 
mother  died  in  that  state  in  1859,  and  her  father  entered  the  Union 
army,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Afterward  he 
came  to  Ohio  and  married  Mary  Bryan,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, and  died  in  March,  1872.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Smith  have 
8ix  children,  whose  names  are  Ora,  Dell,  Frank,  Joseph  Fewland, 
Charlie  and  Rush.  While  living  in  Fairfield  county,  Mr.  Smith 
held  the  office  of  supervisor  for  two  years.  He  is  now  serving  his 
second  term  as  trustee  of  his  township,  though  the  normal  Demo- 
cratic majority  is  65,  and  he  is  a Republican.  The  paternal  grand- 
mother of  Mr.  Smith  was  a woman  of  remarkable  longevity  and  vigor. 
She  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  five  years  and  four  months  old  and  at 
the  age  of  ninety-three  years  was  able  to  sustain  the  fatigue  of  a walk 
of  eight  miles. 

Otho  Lyons  Smith,  stock-raiser  and  general  farmer  in  Concord 
township,  is  a worthy  representative  of  the  younger  generation  of 
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Ross  county  agriculturists.  His  grandparents  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many who  crossed  the  ocean  in  1827  in  a sailing  vessel  and  landed 
in  New  York  after  a tedious  voyage  of  six  weeks.  The  immigrants 
made  their  way  to  Ross  county,  bought  a farm  in  the  south  part  of 
Union  township  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days  in  cultivating 
the  land.  Their  son,  Lewis  Smith,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1819 
and  accompanied  his  parents  to  America  when  eight  years  old.  In 
youth  he  spent  several  years  in  his  native  country,  where  he  obtained 
the  principal  part  of  his  education,  and  on  returning  to  Ohio 
remained  at  home  until  his  marriage  to  Jeanette  Lyons,  a native  of 
Tennessee  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  • He  settled  with  his  bride  in 
Pickaway  county,  where  several  years  were  spent,  and  from  there 
returned  to  Ross  county,  where  a farm  was  purchased  in  the  northern 
part  of  Union  township  on  which  the  family  resided  until  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Smith  in  1886.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  Lewis  Smith 
and  wife,  four  are  dead : Lewis,  George,  Louisa,  and  Nettie.  Those 

living  are  John,  Otho  L.,  Edward,  Albert,  and  Emma,  now  the  wife 
of  Cary  Brown.  Otho  Lyons  Smith,  sixth  of  the  children,  was  bora 
in  Union  township,  Ross  county,  June  13,  1863,  attended  the  district 
schools  and  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  his  marriage  to 
Laura  B.,  daughter  of  Hon.  Bvron  Lutz.  After  ten  years  spent  at 
different  places  in  Deerfield  and  Union  townships,  Mr.  Smith  finally 
settled  in  Concord  township  on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies.  It 
consists  of  334  acres  and  is  cultivated  in  modern  style  by  Mr.  Smith, 
who  also  raises  and  handles  stock.  A Democrat  in  politics,  he  is  in 
no  sense  an  office  seeker,  but  he  has  held  the  position  of  assessor  for 
one  term.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  four  children : Cloude  S., 

Warde  Byron,  Harry  Neal,  and  Glenn  Lutz. 


William  IL  Smith,  of  Frankfort,  is  a native  of  Pickaway  county, 
is  tte  son  of  William  Smith,  an  old  resi* 
ent  ot  1 lekaway,  living  near  the  Ross  county  line,  and  a farmer  by 
occupation  William  II.  received  his  education  in  the  Pickaway 
common  schools,  and  when  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen  con- 
cluded to  strike  out  for  himself.  His  first  venture  was  in  the  farm- 
mg  business  which  he  followed  until  1888.  In  that  year  he  went 
pnn^old,  where  he  secured  employment  in  a fish  store  and 
erG  °a  e\&ht/ears-  After  giving  up  this  job,  he  worked 
S *he  fish  Dajton,  Ohio.  In  1897 

and  there  li  °1  ’ lan  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  liquor  business, 

“as  i,!Ll:anWrr“  made  ^ home.  In  1899  Mr.  Smith 
fanner  of  T}n«  ^ ’ ^’’Shter  of  George  Santee,  a prominent 

Benlard  r,  C°Untj-  ^ one  child,  whose  name  is 
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™ Southworth,  city  marshal  of  Chillicothe,  is  a native  of  Omega, 
Pike  county  Ohio,  born  May  29,  1869.  He  is  a son  of  Buckner 
Mid  Mary  (Davis)  Southworth,  both  natives  of  old  Virginia,  where 
their  parents  were  also  bom  and  reared.  The  Southworths  were  of 
Scotch-Irish  antecedents,  their  ancestors  being  established  in  Vir- 
ginia  before  the  Revolutionary  war.  On  the  mother’s  side,  the 
extraction  was  German  and  Irish.  Buckner  Southworth  and  his 
wife  left  their  native  state  after  the  civil  war,  by  which  it  had  been 
desolated,  and  sought  a location  in  Pike  county,  Ohio.  The  father 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  Omega,  where  he  died  in  1878  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four  years.  His  .widow  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one  and  is  a member  of  the  household  of  her  son  Val.  The 
atter  is  the  only  son  of  three  chldren  bom  to  his  parents.  The  sis* 
ters  are  Eliza,  wife  of  William  Kelley,  of  Chillicothe,  and  Minne- 
sota, wife  of  Charles  Somers,  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  Val.  Southworth, 
whose  full  name  is  Vallandingham,  left  Pike  county  the  next  year 
after  his  father’s  death,  and  came  to  Chillicothe  twenty-three  year$ 
ago.  He  remained  here  in  school  for  six  years,  after  which  he  went 
to  Cleveland  and  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  over  three 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Chillicothe  where  he  continued  the  same 
line  of  business  for  five  years.  Eor  two  years  Mr.  Southworth  was 
a fireman  on  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Southwestern  railway,  followed 
a mechanical  trade  for  several  years  and  was  employed  in  manufac- 
turing works  at  Dayton  for  two  years.  In  May,  1895,  he  was 
appointed  night  patrolman  on  the  Chillicothe  police  force,  third  dis- 
trict, in  which  position  he  served  for  four  years.  At  the  spring 
election  of  1900,  he  was  elected  city  marshal  and  is  now  serving  in 
that  capacity.  He  has  always  been  sober  and  industrious  and 
opposed  to  being  idle,  even  though  the  positions  offered  were  not 
always  those  most  desired.  His  election  was  an  especial  cause  of 
congratulation  to  Mr.  Southworth,  inasmuch  as  he  obtained  a major- 
ity of  400  in  a city  which  is  very  closely  divided  politically.  Though 
a stanch  Democrat,  he  carried  the  strongest  Republican  ward  in  the 
by  a majority  of  105  votes.  December  22,  1896,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Catherine  Carroll,  of  Chillicothe,  whose  parents  were  natives 
of  Ireland.  Her  father,  James  Carroll,  who  still  resides  in  Chilli- 
cothe, spent  his  life  largely  in  the  manufacture  of  artificial  gas.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Southworth  have  two  children,  Elizabeth  M.  and  Carroll  F. 
Mr.  Southworth  is  a member  of  Tecumseh  lodge,  Xo.  80, 1.  O.  O.  F., 
the  Knights  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order,  the  Elks,  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen. 

David  A.  Speakman,  a well  known  farmer  of  Deerfield  township, 
comes  of  Maryland  stock  westernized  by  long  residence  in  Ross 
county.  The  first  of  the  name  to  cross  the  mountains  in  search  of 
an  Ohio  home  was  Joshua  Speakman,  and  on  arrival  he  fixed  his 
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abode  in  that  part  of  Ross  which  afterward  became  Vinton  county. 
Here  his  son  Ebenezer  was  born  April  18,  1820,  and,  just  twenty- 
one  years  after,  he  left  the  paternal  domicile  to  seek  a residence  in 
Ross  county.  He  located  in  Harrison  township,  where  he  cultivated 
land  and  eventually  rose  to  prominence  and  prosperity.  Being  a 
man  of  excellent  business  judgment  and  prudent  in  financial  affairs, 
the  people  often  called  on  him  to  hold  the  important  position  of  town- 
ship trustee.  August  18,  1839,  Ebenezer  Speakman  married  Mar- 
garet Strawser,  of  Vinton  county,  who  died  in  December,  1900, 
leaving  ten  children:  Jacob,  of  New  Holland;  David,  subject  ol 

this  sketch;  Joshua,  of  Fayette  county;  George  W.,  of  Hocking 
county;  Samuel,  of  Madison  county;  William,  of  Indiana;  Rhoda 
Ann,  wife  of  Oliver  Childers,  of  Hocking  county;  Mary,  wife  of 
Jackson  Morrison,  of  Hocking  county;  Ebenezer,  of  Ross  county, 
and  Frank,  of  Fayette  county.  David  A.  Speakman  was  bom  in 
Harrison  township,  Ross  county,  August  20,  1842.  He  had  finished 
school  and  was  getting  ready  to  establish  himself  in  farming  when  all 
regular  business  was  interrupted  by  the  shock  of  the  civil  war. 
August  9,  1863,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  B,  Sixty-third 
regiment  Ohio  infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  July,  1865, 
when  the  termination  of  hostilities  led  to  a general  discharge  of 
troops.  Mr.  Speakman  took  part  with  his  regiment  in  the  battle  at 
Decatur,  Ala.,  and  all  the  marching  and  fighting  incident  to  Sher- 
man’s campaigns  in  1864  until  the  surrender  of  Johnston  in  North 
Carolina.  At  Atlanta,  July  22,  1864,  he  received  a wmund  in  the 
neck  from  a musket  shot  which  disabled  him  for  two  weeks,  but  aside 
from  that  lie  escaped  serious  injury.  August  26,  1866,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Eliza  Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas  Kearns,  an  old  resident  of 
the  county,  as  the  result  of  which  union  the  family  records  make 
the  following  register  of  children,  all  of  whom  archiving:  Alice, 

Wiwuv^^arleS  Deerfield  township;  Flora  Etta,  wife 

°*.  ilham  Lawrence,  of  Ross  county;  George  W.,  of  Deerfield  town- 
s ip,  S amuel  and  \V  allace  N.,  of  Ross  county;  Della,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Noble,  of  Ross  county;  Margaret,  wife  of  Omer  Ater,  of 
I ickaway  county;  Frank,  John,  and  Ethel. 


Benjamin  F.  Spicer,  superintendent  at  Kingston  of  the  Natural 
• aS  an, . U€L  £omPan7j  which  supplies  a wide  area  of  Ohio  territory, 
T ®fxPan"syl\ani,a-  His  Parei»ts  were  John  H.  and  Cather- 
i o'1 , . P^CJ’  x>*1  Pennsylvanians,  the  former  bom  in  1846 

who  Mm!  f1  m nr  5^’i  P36  Patenial  grandfather  was  Isaac  Spicer, 
Smed  tLT  MaylandJto  Pennsylvania  in  1840  as  a teamster, 
1887  TTp  m °em!  t>  teade  and  followed  that  until  his  death  in 
in  1881  tE  . R°T  A"n  Hunter,  of  Greene  county,  who  died 

Scotch  ancestrv™apma  grandfather  was  Cephas  Guthrie,  bom  of 
cotch  ancestry  in  Greene  county,  Pa.,  where  he  died  in  1898.  He 
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married  Mary  Scott,  a native  of  the  same  county  and  state,  who  died 
in  1856..  John  H.  Spicer,  who  is  a carpenter  by  trade,  resides  at 
present  in  Jefferson,  Pa.  He  is  a veteran  of  the  civil  war  with  an 
unusually  honorable  record  to  his  credit.  At  the  boyish  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  regiment  of  infantry,  with  which  he  served  until 
the  close  of  hostilities.  He  was  with  Grant  during  the  severe  cam- 
paign in  the  spring  of  1864  and  participated  in  the  sanguinary  bat- 
tles which  made  that  period  historic.  He  went  through  the  terrible 
fighting  in  the  Wilderness  without  serious  hurt,  but  at  the  still 
bloodier  battle  of  Spottsylvania  Court  House  was  severely  wounded, 
receiving  four  bullets.  Benjamin  F.  Spicer  was  born  in  Greene 
county,  Pa.,  September  13,  1871.  His  first  youthful  ambition  was 
to  become  a teacher  and  with  a view  to  qualifying  himself  for  this 
calling  he  attended  a course  at  the  Normal  school  in  Spraggs.  After 
leaving  this  institution  he  taught  school  two  terms  in  his  native  state 
and  then  abandoned  that  vocation  to  enter  the  commercial  field. 
Securing  employment  with  the  Philadelphia  Gas  company  he 
retained  that  position  until  1898,  when  he  resigned  and  came  to 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio.  Since  then  he  has  been  in  the  service  of  the 
Logan  Natural  Gas  and  Fuel  company,  of  Lancaster,  with  Kingston 
as  a center  of  operations.  From  that  point  he  superintends  the  dis- 
tribution of  gas  over  a territorial  area  including  the  towns  of  Halls- 
ville,  Adelphi  and  Laurelville,  as  well  as  Kingston  itself.  April  24, 
1897,  Mr.  Spicer  was  married  to  Clara  Harding,  of  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  William  H. 

Amasa  Delano  Sproat,  for  over  fifty  years  in  the  drug  business  at 
Chillicothe  and  one  of  the  most  esteemed  citizens  of  the  county,  was 
of  Scotch  descent  and  New  England  parentage.  The  progenitor  of 
the  family  in  America  was  Bobert  Sproat,  who  emigrated  from  near 
Ayr,  Scotland,  about  the  year  1835,  and  settled  at  Scituate,  Mass. 
In  the  course  of  years  his  descendants  were  scattered  over  the  states 
of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  and  some  of  them  joined  the  tide  of 
western  migration  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
Amasa  D.  Sproat  was  bom  at  Stockbridge,  Vt,  J anuary  28,  1802 ; 
lived  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old  and  then 
walked  out  to  Ohio  to  clerk  in  the  drugstore  of  his  uncles,.  Amasa 
and  Ira  Delano.  The  latter  had  moved  from  Vermont  to  Chillicothe 
a number  of  years  before,  and  become  enterprising  citizens  of  the 
Ohio  town,  where  they  carried  on  several  other  kinds  of  business 
besides  their  drugstore.  Amasa  clerked  for  them  until  1829.,  when 
lie  embarked  in  the  ding  business  for  himself  and  continued  it  until 
January  1,  1881,  when  his  sons  James  and  B.  F.  Sproat  took  charge. 
In  1829  he  married  Emily  Wade,  of  Lynchburg,  Va.,  and  they  had 
eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  reached  adult  age  and  four  are  still 
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living,  the  youngest  and  only  surviving  son  being  B.  F.  Sproat,  who 
is  carrying  on  the  same  business  as  his  father.  In  religion,  Amasa 
D.  Sproat  was  a New  Churchman.  While  a young  man  he  studied 
with  great  delight  the  writings  of  Swedenborg,  with  the  result  that 
he  became  an  earnest,  ardent  believer  in  the  doctrines  given  to  the 
world  by  that  great  teacher.  From  them  Mr.  Sproat  derived  great 
comfort  and  help  during  his  long  period  of  helplessness  and  suffer- 
ing, which  was  borne  with  great  patience  and  ended  November  28, 
1885.  Amasa  D.  Sproat  was  a man  of  fine  mind  and  a natural 
student,  interested  in  all  branches  of  science,  especially  philology. 
His  opportunities  for  education  in  his  youth  were  very  limited,  but 
in  his  early  manhood,  he  made  up  the  lack  by  diligently  using  every 
opportunity  for  study,  day  and  night.  Thus  he  became  a good  lin- 
guist and  mathematician  and  the  possessor  of  a well  stored  mind. 
A more  honest  and  conscientious  man  never  lived.  He  took  no  very 
active  part  in  politics  or  municipal  affairs,  the  offices  of  city  clerk, 
treasurer  and  member  of  the  board  of  education  being  about  the  only 
public  positions  he  ever  filled,  but  as  an  example  of  unswerving 
integrity  in  business  and  all  the  relations  of  life  he  was  a useful  man 
and  citizen. 


John  Stanley,  one  of  the  most  noted  men  of  the  city  of  Chillicothe, 
was  bom  in  Athens  county,  Ohio,  October  1,  1848.  His  parents 
were  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Norris)  Stanley,  the  former  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  the  latter  of  V ermont.  John  Stanley  spent  his  early  youth 
on  is  father’s  farm,  assisting  in  its  management,  and  in  season 
a !ng  c schools  until  the  age  of  fifteen  when,  in  March, 

1863,  he  responded  to  his  country’s  call  to  arms  and  enlisted  in  Com- 
pan5  . \ lncty-second  regiment  Ohio  volunteers.  He  soon  there- 
atter  jomed  his  regiment  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Ga.,  and  partici- 
pa  e m famous  battle.  The  impressions  of  that  engagement 
WvTr?"0^*  Tiin*(*  W ^ *orever  linger  in  his  memory,  especially  the 

.7  ? a 6 dead  after  their  bodies  v’ere  in  an  advanced 

wiiPTf^  h Recomposition.  We  find  him  next  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta, 
theuee  bo  asin  ^le  thickest  of  that  historical  fight,  and 

Wlth  S17man  t0  the  8*a  and  up  through  the  Caro 
wdieii  he  nartiV  1 8n*render  0;£  Johnston’s  army,  on  to  Washington, 
ll la1  M !n  he  G™nd  Review,  one  of  the  greatest  mili- 
Washington  to  regiment  was  transferred  from 

ice  and  soon  aft^rh^  7^eTe  ^ was  mustered  out  of  the  serv- 

It  is  worthy  of  mentio^S  discharge  at  Columbus, 

tary  service,  never  missed  a ml  111  btanle^>  dimng  his  entire  mili- 

for  service  during  his  enlistment  A °F  ***  mcaPacitated  a minute 

standing  six  feefin  his  stockier  t m<m  °f  extraordinar7  Physique, 

physical  manhood  so  dear  Jthf  ,°ble  ^ 

° Tne  Koinans  in  their  day  of  exceptional 
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athletes.  After  his  return  from  the  war  he  was  engaged  in  various 
pursuits,  and  in  the  meantime  selected  a life  companion  in  the  person 
of  Miss  Lena  Reed,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Moses  and  Raney: 
(Sommerville)  Reed,  old  and  respected  residents,  of  Ross  county. 
In  1891  he  joined  the  police  force  of  Chillicothe,  and  began  a remark- 
able career  of  one  of  the  most  astute  detectives  Ohio  has  ever  pro- 
duced. In  1892  he  was  elected  city  marshal  of  Chillicothe  and  his 
excellent  sendees  so  attracted  the  attention  of  the  officials  of  the 
Baltimore  & Ohio  Southwestern  railway  that  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  as  city  marshal  they  selected  him  as  their  chief  detective. 
In  this  capacity  his  career  as  a “sleuth”  is  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful as  well  as  the  most  remarkable  in  the  annals  of  detective  juris- 
prudence. It  was  through  his  indefatigable  perseverance  that  the 
notorious  “Corcoran  gang”  of  thieves  at  Washington,  Ind.,  were 
broken  up  and  the  ringleaders  sent  to  the  penitentiary.  His  sue- 
cess  with  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Southwestern  was  so  appreciated  by 
the  officials  that  they  not  only  voluntarily  trebled  his  salary,  but 
issued  him  a testimonial  over  the  signatures  of  all  officers  of  the  road 
from  president  down,  attesting  his  consummate  skill  and  ceaseless 
energy  in  their  behalf.  While  with  this  company  he  made  forty-six 
arrests,  and  succeeded  in  sending  thirty-three  out  of  the  forty-six 
to  the  penitentiary.  He  also  recovered  thousands  of  dollars  in  stolen 
property  and  but  for  a temporary  attack  on  his  usual  rugged  health 
would  today  hold  the  honored  position  of  chief  of  detectives  for  that 
famous  system  of  railways.  On  his  retirement  from  the  railway 
service  he  returned  to  Chillicothe  to  recuperate  his  health,  but  his 
excellent  services  were  soon  demanded  by  his  home  city  and  in  1891 
he  was  appointed  chief  of  police  and  in  1892,  after  the  office  of  city 
detective  was  established,  he  received  the  appointment  to  that 
responsible  position,  in  which  capacity  he  is  still  adding  laurels  to 
his  already  established  fame  as  a detective.  He  has  devoted  the 
best  efforts  of  his  life  to  combatting  lawlessness  in  all  its  forms  and 
has  proven  a terror  to  the  criminal  class.  He  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  shrewdest  detectives  in  the  state  and  the  fact  of  his  residence  in 
Chillicothe  has  caused  the  criminal  fraternity  to  give  this  city  a wide 
berth  in  their  nefarious  work.  The  writer’s  interview  with  John 
Stanley  mil  long  be  remembered.  He  is  one  of  the  very  few  men 
one  meets  in  life  that  seem  to  impress  you  that  he  has  the  power  of 
reading  your  soul  and  penetrating  your  innermost  thought  at.  a 
glance  of  his  eagle-like  eye.  He  is  powerful  in  stature  and  still  in 
the  prime  of  his  activities  and  bids  far  to  continue  a long  number 
of  years  yet  in  this  peculiar  and  remarkable  profession,  which  of 
all  others  requires  men  to  be  especially  gifted  to  fill.  Of  the  many 
eminent  men  in  the  various  walks  of  life  to  reflect  credit  upon  his 
native  state,  none  have  achieved  greater  success  in  his  chosen  pro- 
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fession  than  detective  John  Stanley  and  none  stands  higher  in  every 
essential  of  honorable  citizenship  than  he  does. 


Shepherd  Stauffer,  of  Chillicothe,  was  bom  in  Ross  county,  July 
4,  1864.  His  parents  were  Benjamin  and  Hester  Ann  (Keller) 
Stauffer,  both  natives  of  Ross  county.  Benjamin  was  a son  of 
David  Stauffer,  a native  of  Pennsylvania  who  settled  in  Ross  county 
and  died  there.  His  second  wife  was  Teney  Myres,  and  by  her  he 
had  a family  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  Benjamin  Stauffer, 
one  of  the  sons,  was  bom  and  reared  in  Ross  county  and  always  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming.  He  and  his  wife  now  live  in 
Springfield  township.  They  had  a family  of  six  children,  of  whom 
five  are  still  living.  Shepherd  Stauffer  grew  up  on  the  farm  and 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  His  chief  business  in  early 
manhood  was  that  of  fanning  and  gardening,  but  he  spent  three 
years  in  the  tanking  works.  At  the  present  time  lie  is  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  brooms.  Mr.  Stauffer  has  been  twice  married. 
On  February  4,  1890,  he  was  married  to  Ottie  M.  Veil,  of  Ross 
county,  who  died  August  1,  1894,  and  on  May  14,  1897,  he  married 
Althea  Barnhart,  of  Colerain  township.  By  the  first  marriage  there 
were  three  children,  Lela,  Clark  and  one  that  died  in  infancy 
unnamed.  The  second  marriage  resulted  in  three  children,  Josie, 
Marshall  and  Jacob.  Mr.  Stauffer  held  the  office  of  constable  for 
six  years  and  in  1900  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace. 


James  Gladstone  Steel,  one  of  Ross  county’s  most  prominent 
aimers  an  a citizen  of  high  standing,  comes  of  noted  Scotch  ancesr 
try  and  is  a member  of  an  influential  and  widely  distributed  family. 
His  middle  name  immediately  recalls  that  of  the  celebrated  English 
PaSSm  a7ay  a feW  yearS  aS°  afte>*  occupying  the 
thrmi Thi  1'T1?  f?*  more  than  half  a century.  Mr.  Steel, 
will  annem* m0 +lGr  r ,is  a relative  of  this  illustrious  man,  as 

JS  s 7 TkS  111  ]lS  £eneal°gy  are  unfolded.  In  1690 
ll  mo  i01?^  Kilb0he  Mains  ^ Scotland,  and  June 

John  was  boru  n/tK  & '•  1^ar  .to  ^sahel  Simpson.  A son  named 
Milligan,  XovemberW??^  Rnd  married  Elizabetl1 

subsequently  known  as  Jam J q i came  a son^ 

Lmii  Si."  f i T; 

mentioned  was  a daughter  nf  niV  The  lady  last 

county  of  Lanark  nnrf  Gladstone,  who  lived  in  the 

iWt  Gladstone Cs"  boT  at°T  ^ ^ °f  H°n‘  Willia“ 
1807,  at  Bifrsar,  in  LanarksW  S ln  1809‘  Jul-Y  20> 

and  Jane  (Gladstone)  Steel  a *T  W8S  Wrn  t0  James 

he  in  the  course  of  vears  became  ri,  f ™ ?ey  C lristened  J ames>  and 

t — i«  '■•’1  kno7‘ 

oieei,  Jr.,  was  only  nine 
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years  old  when  brought  to  this  country  in  1S16,  by  a cousin,  on  board 
a sailing  vessel  which  took  fifty  days  to  come  from  Glasgow  to  New 
York.  Next  year  his  parents,  with  the  rest  of  the  children,  also 
came  over,  and  after  spending  a year  or  two  near  Winchester,  Va., 
migrated  to  Chillicothe,  0.,  in  the  late  fall  of  1816.  October  3, 
1837,  James  Steel,  Jr.,  was  married  to  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Som- 
merville,  who  came  from  Ettriek,  Scotland,  in  1808,  and  settled 
near  Bourneville,  Ross  county;  in  1815  married  Elizabeth  Smith, 
and  raised  a large  family.  He  was  appreciated  by  his  neighbors 
for  his  learning  and  sound  judgment,  which  induced  others  to  come 
to  him  for  advice  in  legal  affairs  and  other  complications.  He  died 
in  1879,  aged  nearly  ninety-two  years.  His  brother,  James  Som- 
merville,  a man  of  cultivated  tastes  and  fine  education,  was  in  the 
tent  with  General  Harrison  at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe  and  was 
killed  early  in  the  engagement.  In  1842  James  Steel,  Jrv  purchased 
the  farm  on  Horth  fork  of  Paint  Creek,  where  he  lived  for  fifty-six 
years,  dying  December  21,  1898,  when  over  ninety-one  years  of  age. 
James  Steel  was  a noble  character  and  one  well  worthy  of  imitation 
by  every  young  man  anxious  for  a successful  and  happy  life.  He 
was  devoutly  religious,  not  only  as  the  result  of  the  training  received 
from  his  excellent  parents,  but  from  natural  inclination  and  through- 
out life  was  a zealous  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
inculcated  in  his  children  the  lessons  of  honesty,  integrity  and  indus- 
try; taught  them  to  abhor  injustice  and  oppression  in  all  their  forms 
and  to  strive  for  that  form  of  government  which  would  give  the  larg- 
est measure  of  liberty  and  protection  to  all.  He  was  especially 
insistent  in  setting  before  his  children,  and  all  others  who  came  near 
him,  the  unspeakable  injustice  of  the  slavery  system  and  the  evils 
arising  from  indulgence  in  intoxicating  liquors.  In  fact  he  was  a 
pioneer  in  the  temperance  cause  and  when  men  thought  they  could 
not  cut  wheat  without  strong  drink,  he  was  willing  to  pay  higher 
wages  to  have  his  work  performed  without  whiskey.  All  the  Steel 
family,  both  of  the  younger  and  older  generation,  are  total  abstainers 
and  by  their  temperate  habits  and  upright  lives  have  set  valuable 
examples  before  their  associates  of  all  that  “makes  for  righteous- 
ness.” Of  the  thirteen  children  of  James  and  Jane  (Sommerville). 
Steel,  ten  grew  to  maturity  and  nine  are  still  living.  James  Glad- 
stone Steel,  the  second  son,  was  born  in  Paxton  township,  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  January  29,  1840.  His  education  was  received  in 
the  common  schools  and  the  high  school  at  Chillicothe.  His  first 
work'  for  himself  was  in  the  role  of  preceptor,  and  by  teaching  in 
winter  and  fanning  through  the  summer  he  soon  laid  a good  founda- 
tion for  future  business  success.  Having  been  trained  from  earliest 
childhood  to  habits  of  frugality  and  industry  by  his  pious.  Scotch 
parents,  he  ever  strove  to  utilize  each  passing  minute  . of  time  for 
some  useful  purpose.  In  this  way  he  progressed  in  business  beyond 
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his  highest  anticipations  and  in  four  years  formed  a partnership 
with  his  brother,  John  S.  Steel,  for  the  purchase  of  a good  farm. 
Being  a period  of  prosperity,  they  made  money  rapidly,  and  in  four 
years  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  able  to  dissolve  partnership  and 
purchase  on  his  own  account  an  excellent  farm  from  David  Moore. 
He  now  owns  about  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  and  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  prosperous  farmers  in 
Boss  county.  Though  he  has  always  voted  the  Bepublican  ticket, 
Mr.  Steel  has  never  sought  office  and  has  stood  aloof  from  all  the 
intrigues  of  practical  politics.  He  is  a zealous  member  of  the  Pres-* 
bvterian  church  and  earnest  in  his  efforts  to  build  up  the  cause  of 
Christ,  lending  assistance  to  every  movement  that  makes  for  tem- 
perance, morality  and  good  government.  February  15,  1872,  near 
Bourneville,  Boss  county,  Mr.  Steele  was  married  to  Margaret  Alice 
Igou,  a lady  of  most  excellent  family  connections,  concerning  whom 
a word  or  two  will  prove  of  interest.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  there  lived  in  Kentucky  a young  man  named 
Lewis  Igou  and  among  his  acquaintances  was  another  youth  known 
as  Duncan  McArthur.  One  day  the  latter  came  to  Igou  and  asked 
for  the  loan  of  his  slate.  “Certainly,”  said  Igou,  “I  will  loan  you 
my  slate,  but  I am  curious  to  know  what  you  are  going  to  do  with  it.” 
t ™\e*d  to  surveying,”  replied  Mr.  McArthur,  “and  if  I don’t 
will  be  a rail-splitter  all  my  life.”  A few  years  later  this  young 
man  was  in  Ohio  with  Katlianiel  Massie  surveying  land  through  the 
cioto  valley,  eventually  became  very  prominent  in  war  and  politics, 
accumulated  great  wealth  and  was  elected  governor  of  Ohio  in  1830. 
iNot  many  years  after  the  conversation  growing  out  of  the  loan  of 
me  slate,  Lewis  Igou  bought  some  land  of  Duncan  McArthur  in 
Twin  township,  Boss  county.  April  3,  1794,  he  married  Elizabeth 
f°U-  jearsT>1«ter  amoved  with  his  family  to  his  Boss 
I possessions.  Before  this  arrival  he  had  visited  his  farm, 
m.  ]a  ves;  ™ade  two  troughs  and  filled  one  with  venison 
One  trono'h^Tr  °F  ^!n  er  suPP^es  after  the  new  home  was  occupied. 

V t0!  Ter  the  0tber  and>  after  salting  the  meat, 

rrlwSn'r  t rpo“ 

five  Tkiancua-r*  r Uto  J-UQians.  Such  was  one  of  the  pnmi- 

in  the  -wilderness  In  *1  SoVl  d®clllt  Problems  Presented  by  life 

five  little  children  to  be  caSd  foT  andT/  ^ Hfying  ^ 
Nancv  Marsh  All  ^ l • l0r’.  and  a ^ew  7ears  later  he  marned 

farm,  and  -were  highly  esteemed^  ’ ^ °”e  owmnS  a S°°d 

one  of  the  children  by  thfsrc™ndmfl  Jnen  “d  f'UzenS'  William> 

and  -was  married  to  Julia  Ann  McKen^^n^t  b°rn  July  1’  1810’ 
had  seven  children,  four  of  whom  1 1?^’  °Ct<*Tr  23’  1834‘  ^ 
is  Mrs.  Margaret  Alice  (Tcon'i  <5t  bvit?£>  an<^  among  the  number 
g Alice  (igou)  Steel.  John  McKenzie,  father  of 
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Mrs.  Steel’s  mother,  was  bom  October  17,  1786,  and  was  for  a long 
time  a resident  of  Twin  township,  where  he  wras  noted  for  his  truly 
Christian  character.  He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  exercised  a strong  influence  for  the  promotion  of  moral- 
ity and  Christianity  in  his  neighborhood.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Hare,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  advanced' 
age  and  became  highly  respected  members  of  the  church.  He  was 
eighty  years  old  and  his  wife  eighty-seven  at  the  time  of  their  respec- 
tive deaths.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J ames  G.  Steel  have  had  a family  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  Julia  Igou  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months, 
those  living  being  named  as  follows:  Arthur  Lewis,  William 

James,  Jennie  Bell,  Gladstone  Marsh,  Edward  Newton,  Nellie 
Floss,  Ethel  Marie,  Samuel  Albert,  and  Margaret  Alice. 

John  Summerville  Steel,  well  known  farmer  of  Scioto  township 
and  formerly  enjoying  high  rank  among  the  state’s  breeders  of 
Shorthorn,  cattle,  is  a member  of  one  of  the  most  noted  and  highly 
esteemed  families  of  Ross  county.  As  a full  sketch  of  the  genealogy 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  it  will  only  be  necessary  here  to 
briefly  summarize  the  main  features.  James  Steel,  of  Scotland, 
married  Jane  Gladstone,  a near  relative  of  the  celebrated  English 
statesman  of  that  name.  They  reared  a family  of  seven  sons,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  be  more  than  eighty  years  old  and  the  youngest, 
George,  is  still  a resident  of  Pickaway  county.  The  parents  emi- 
grated to  America  with  their  children  and  after  spending  two  years 
in  the  vicinity  of  Winchester,  Va.,  reached  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  in  the 
late  fall  of  1819.  With  the  exception  of  William,  who  was  a mer- 
chant, Father  Steel  and  all  his  boys  were  tillers  of  the  soil  and 
depended  exclusively  on  the  fruits  of  agriculture  for  a livelihood. 
But  there  were  other  notable  things  about  these  sturdy  children  of 
the  north.  They  loved  liberty  so  intensely  that  when  they  found  on 
arrival  here'  that  slavery  was  authorized  by  law7  they  became  .Aboli- 
tionists and  w^ere  among  the  pioneers  in  the  anti-slavery  agitation 
which  so  long  convulsed  the  country.  James  Steel,  the  second  o 
the  sons  in  age,  was  born  at  Biggar,  in  Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  Jn  } 
20,  1807,  and  was  brought  to  America  by  a cousin  one  year  in 
advance  of  his  parents.  In  1837  he  married  Jane  Summerville, 
whose  father  had  come  from  Scotland  in  1808  and  settled  m Ross 
county  near  Bourneville.  After  his  marriage,  James  Steel  lived 
several  years  in  Paxton  township  and  then  purchased  an  in  cio  o 
township  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  a long  and  blameless  hie. 
His  wife  died  in  1873  and  his  own  career  in  the  world  terminated 
December  21,  1898,  after  he  had  passed  his  ninety-first  year,  ibis 
esteemed  couple  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  c 1 ren,  nine  o 
whom  are  still  living,  and  among  them  is  John  Summerville  Steel, 
who  was  born  in  Paxton  township,  Ross  county,  in  1838.  Attei  his 
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father’s  removal  to  the  vicinity  of  Chillicothe  he  had  the  benefit  of 
the  schools  in  that  city  and  in  early  manhood  embarked  in  farming, 
which  has  been  his  lifelong  pursuit  For  many  years  he  made  a 
specialty  of  breeding  Shorthorn  cattle  and  achieved  notable  success 
as  a handler  of  that  famous  strain  of  the  “bovine  aristocracy.”  He 
carried  off  many  a prize  on  his  beautiful  stock  at  the  various  state 
and  county  exhibitions  and  ranked  in  the  very  top  notch  of  Ohio 
breeders  of  Shorthorns.  In  May,  1864,  Mr.  Steel  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany  I,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  regiment  Ohio  National 
Guard,  with  which  he  served  for  the  “hundred  days,”  during  which 
time  they  participated  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Monocacv  on  July  9, 
1864,  w?here  the  regiment  greatly  distinguished  itself.  While  a resi- 
dent of  Twin  tow’nship,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  and  served  one  term.  Mr.  Steel  married  Mary  M.,  daugh- 
ter of  James  R.  Anderson,  a leading  farmer  and  stock-breeder  of 
Union  township.  The  children  of  this  union,  seven  in  number,  are 
Jeanette,  William  A.,  Frank  Gladstone,  Mary  J.,  Helen  Louise, 
James  Walter  and  Elizabeth  Morris.  Mr.  Steel,  like  all  of  his 
brothers  and  uncles,  is  a total  abstainer,  abhorring  “John  Barley- 
corn  second  only  to  slavery,  and  is  an  uncompromising  enemy  of 
a orms  of  injustice  and  immorality.  Like  his  ancestors  for  gen- 
erations he  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  finds  the 
best  exnression  of  his  moral  and  political  views  in  the  platform  of 
the  1 rohibition  party,  of  which  he  is  a sincere  adherent. 


Samuel  S.  Steel,  one  of  the  practical  and  progressive  farmers  of 

nppt  °\  °T+iP’  1S  * mem^)er  °f  a family  long  and  influentially  con- 
nected  with  the  agricultural  development  of  Ross  county.  N o bet- 

conu !!i  *r  ®*aunc?!?r  C1j\zenship  ever  came  to  America  than,  that 
James  StpJl  l ^ sa!  ln£  S^P  which  in  1817  brought  to  these  shores 
of  lusty  sons  1 Th1  ° (Gladstone)  Steel  and  their  contingent 

reoresentntiv  -p  Yere  /rom  Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  and  choice 
to  the  new  ren  °1 1*  G ler*y^est  Scotia”  could  contribute 

of  the  striete^V'ti  a^°?s  seas*  They  were  Scotch  Presbyterians 
sion  inured  to  T iaiae^  to  a ^QVe  o£  liberty  and  hatred  of  oppres- 
above  all  tauoht  ° . 14VC11^1‘-V%  economy  and  self-reliance,  but 
All  countries  in  ne  A T'  ^ L°r ^ ancl  keep  his  commandments.” 
the  Scotch  on  a ? emigrants  have  ever  been  eager  to  welcome 
and  other  oualitieJ1  V / ieir  J^rift,  their  sobriety,  their  morality 

,rtei,“er  * t "-r01 

year  or  two  snent  in  tLo  steels,  wlio  came  here  after  a 

« -/'T ”*•  °"  ** 

ents  and  their  sons  Tobn  Y M the  family  consisted  of  the  par- 
ander  and  Geon’e.’  iw  Wi  Thomas,  David,  Alex- 

eighty-one  years,  the  death  of'tl  1Ved  to  t,le  average  age  of 
* ’ tleatl*  of  tlle  shortest-lived  occurring  when  he 
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was  seventy-two  years  old.  James  Steel,  the  second  of  these  sturdy 
sons,  was  born  at  Biggar,  in  Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  July  20,  1807 ; 
was  nine  years  old  when  he  reached  America,  twelve  when  he  got  to 
Boss  county  and  thirty  when  he  married  Jane  Sommerville,  then 
living  near  Bourneville.  She  was  the  daughter  of  another  Scotch 
immigrant  who  had  come  to  Ohio  in  1808,  settled  in  Buckskin  town- 
ship and  lived  there  seventy-one  years,  being  nearly  ninety-two 
when  he  died.  His  daughter,  who  married  James  Steel,  is  highly 
v spoken  of  by  those  who  remember  her  as  a loving  wife  and  mother 
and  a woman  of  strong  and  original  character.  A full  tribute  to 
the  character  of  James  Steel  has  been  rendered  in  the  sketch  of  his 
son,  James  G.  Steel,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  particulars. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  his  children  have  been  among  the  most 
moral,  upright  and  enterprising  of  Boss  county’s  citizens,  contribut- 
ing their  full  share  towards  the  enrichment  and  development  of 
their  respective  communities.  They  all  inherited  their  father’s 
hatred  of  slavery,  intemperance,  and  immorality  of  all  kinds,  hence 
they,  could  always  be  found  working  and  voting  on  the  side  which 
they  thought  led  to  righteousness.  Of  the  thirteen  children  of 
James  and  Jane  Steel,  William  died  in  the  Union  army  at  Cumber- 
land Gap,  and  nine  of  the  ten  who  reached  maturity  are  still  living. 
Among  the  number  is  Samuel  S.  Steel,  who  was  bora  in  Boss  county 
August  27,  1859,  on  the  farm  in  Scioto  township  where  he  now 
resides.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  the  high  school 
at  Chillicothe  and,  like  the  entire  family,  is  a man  well  informed  on 
current  events  and  all  matters  appertaining  to  his  business.  For 
some  years  after  reaching  maturity  he  remained  at  home  assisting 
in  the  farm  work,  and  on  June  21,  1893,  was  married  to  Mayrne 
Camp,  a native  of  Illinois,  with  whom  he  located  on  the  place  which 
he  has  since  cultivated.  His  operations  are  conducted  on  an  extern 
sive  scale  and  he  is  in  every  way  an  up-to-date  farmer.  Mr.  Steel 
is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  interested  in  all  religious 
and  temperance  work  and  as  a school  director  also  looks  after  the 
interests  of  education.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steel  have  three  children : 
Dorothy,  Bussell  and  Harold. 

\ 

William  L.  Stinson,  of  Boss  county,  is  widely  known  throughout 
Ohio  as  an  extensive  shipper  and  exporter  of  high-grade  cattle.  In 
fact,  he  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  in  this  branch  of  the  live  stock 
industry.  He  may  be  said  to  have  inherited  both  his  business  and 
his  taste  for  it,  as  his  father  before  him  achieved  success  and  prom- 
inence as  a breeder  and  feeder  of  stock.  In  his  early  youth,  there- 
fore, William  L.  Stinson  was  familiarized  with  this  occupation  and 
received  valuable  training  in  all  that  related  thereto.  He  greatly 
improved  upon  and  enlarged  the  business  until  he  eventually  became 
recognized  as  the  most  extensive  shipper  and  exporter  of  stock  in 
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the  State  of  Ohio.  He  has  made  a specialty  of  the  export  trade, 
which  under  his  energetic  management  has  increased  to  large  propor- 
tions. He  deals  in  the  best  quality  of  cattle,  such  as  command  high 
prices  in  the  European  markets.  Mr.  Stinson’s  operations  cover  a 
large  number  of  counties  in  Ohio  and  the  neighboring  state  of  West 
Virginia.  His  exports  of  cattle  amount  to  about  10,000  head  a year 
and  he  also  sends  abroad  a large  number  of  sheep.  He  has  accom- 
panied his  foreign  shipments  in  person  and  there  is  no  feature  of 
this  important  industry  with  which  Mr.  Stinson  is  not  familiar. 
This  eminent  citizen  is  a son  of  Allen  Stinson,  wdio  for  many  years 
was  conspicuously  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Ross 
county.  The  latter  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  but  was  brought 
to  Ohio  bv  his  parents  when  only  two  years  of  age.  He  was  engaged 
in  fanning  and  stock-raising  until  the  time  of  his  death  which 
occurred  in  1897.  He  married  Barbara  Ann  Leib,  whose  father 
was  Daniel  Leib.  William  L.  Stinson  was  bom  in  Paint  township 
and  educated  at  the  old  Salem  academy.  Soon  after  leaving  school 
he  entered  upon  the  career  which  was  destined  to  bring  him  fame 
and  fortune.  Mr.  Stinson’s,  interests  are  extensive  and  varied  and 
he  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  of  Ross  county’s  citizens.  He  is 
a director  in  the  Citizens  National  bank  of  Chillicothe  and  in  close 
touch  with  the  county’s  financial  affairs.  At  the  election  of  1900 
he  was  one  of  the  Ohio  presidential  electors  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
an  honor ’which  fully  attests  his  high  standing  with  his  political 
party.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterians  and  he 
is  a member  of  the  church  of  that  denomination  at  South  Salem. 


V illiam  H.  Stoker,  of  Chillicothe,  was  born  in  Pickaway  county, 
Ohio,  May  19,  1861.  His  parents  were  George  and  Minerva  (Cox) 
btoker,  both  natives  of  Ohio,  the  former  of  Fairfield  and  the  latter 
of  Ross  county.  The  father  was  a farmer  in  early  life  but  his  later 
. ^ars  were  spent  in  the  livery  business  at  Circleville.  He  died  in 
+’ii  j. si;xt,y‘eight  years,  at  New  Holland,  O.,  where  his  widow 
ac0  > their  first  born,  died  at  the  age  of  seven.  Of  the 
Opov  ° w 1,Gn’  X and  Emma  are  at  home  with  their  mother; 
on  Jv\limaiudail(}  livin£  on  a farm  near  Ashville,  Pickaway 
liverv  mnIllllT+Hif  Sub-iect  of  this  sketch;  Samuel  A.  is  a 
Holland1  th ,s.^kdealer  in  New  Holland;  Charles  lives  in  New 
in  f arminff  and  ^Tl  *+1  10ime  fa™  ’ Thurman  is  at  home,  engaged 
lived  in  his’nanL  1 th?  hrothm  are  married.  William  H.  Stoker 
when  he  came  tn  CpKir  enfa£ec^  *n  farming  until  September,  1894, 
stable  on  East  Seen  i*  \COtbe  opened  a livery,  feed  and  sales 
3 1901  when  he  ? whicli  lie  conducted  until  December 

and  soon  after  purchased 
is  now  engaged.  In  18%  ~\r,-  <jfoud  street»  ln  '"’Inch  business  he 
" 1890  Mr-  Stok"  was  married  in  New  Holland 
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to  Allie  M.,  daughter  of  Thomas  J . Cook,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
.Pickaway  county.  She  was  educated  in  the  New  Holland  public 
schools  and  at  the  Delaware  (Ohio)  Normal  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stoker  have  had  four  children,  whose  names  are  Cecil  Tom,  Hazei 
Cook,  Leslie  Poe,  and  Babie  Willie,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Stoker  has  no  direct  church  connections,  hut  his  wife  is  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  denomination.  The  founder  of  the  Stoker  fam- 
ily  in  this  country  came  from  Germany  about  the  time  of  or  before 
the  revolution  and  established  himself  in  Pennsylvania.  The  fam- 
ily is  of  German  descent  on  the  side  of  the  mother  also,  the  Coxes 
being  of  German  origin  and  established  in  Ross  county  at  an  early 
period  of  the  Stated  settlement. 

Elias  Stookey  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  in  Con- 
cord township,  Ross  county,  January  10,  1840.  His  father,  Isaac 
Stookey,  was  born  on  the  same  farm  about  the  year  1818.  The 
father  of  the  last  mentioned  was  Abraham  Stookey,  born  about  1774, 
who  came  from  Botetourt  county,  Va.,  to  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Ross 
county  in  1800.  One  year  after  his  arrival  he  removed  to  Concord 
township,  where  he  purchased  458  acres  of  land,  every  foot  of  which 
is  now  owned  by  his  grandsons,  Elias  and  Peter  Stookey.  Before 
coming  West,  Abraham  Stookey  had  married  Eva  Bush  in  Virginia. 
He  made  farming  his  exclusive  business,  interrupted  only  by  a short 
service  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1856,  and  that  of  his  wife  in  1860.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  six  daughters  and  two  sons.  One  of  these  sons 
died  in  infancy  and  the  other  was  Isaac,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  One  of  the  daughters  married  Elijah  Rowe  and  another 
became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Anderson.  Both  are  now  dead,  but  their 
children  remain  in  Ross  county.  Isaac  Stookey  received  in  the 
common  schools  the  education  usual  to  boys  in  the  country,  and  as 
soon  as  he  reached  manhood  adopted  fanning  as  his  occupation.  He 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  several  years,  was  county  commis- 
sioner two  terms,  and  in  1865  was  elected  to  represent  Ross  county 
in  the  Ohio  legislature.  He  died  on  March  1,  1866,  two  months 
after  taking  his  seat.  His  wife  was  Susannah,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Mary  Snyder,  old  settlers  of  Ross  county.  She  survived  her 
husband  over  thirty  years,  her  death  not  occurring  until  October, 
1896.  Their  children  were  four  sons,  who  are  still  living,  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  dead.  Of  the  sons,  Elias,  Peter  and 
Abraham  live  in  Concord  township  and  Levi  is  a resident  of  Colum- 
bus. Elias  Stookey  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  after 
reaching  manhood  became  a farmer  by  occupation  and  has  continued 
in  this  business  all  his  life.  He  has  been  married  twice.  His  first 
wife  was  Sarah  Jane,  daughter  of  William  Thompson,  an  old  resi- 
dent of  Ross  countv.  She  only  lived  two  years  after  marriage,  dying 
II— 45 
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in  1867,  and  leaving  two  daughters.  Of  these,  Eva  married  James 
Hughey  and  now  resides  in  Greenfield,  Highland  county.  The  other 
daughter,  Jennie,  married  John  Sheely  and  died  on  January  7, 
1897,  leaving  one  daughter,  Ethel.  In  1873,  Mr.  Stookey  took  a 
second  wife  in  the  person  of  Lizzie,  daughter  of  Daniel  Hyre,  an  old 
settler  of  Ross  county.  They  have  two  children,  Nora  and  Ozillah, 
the  former  of  whom  is  married  to  Marcus  Jenkins,  of  Concord 
township.  Mr.  Stookey  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  the  Masonic  order.  His  father,  Isaac  Stookey,  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Frankfort  lodge  and  master  of  the  same 
almost  continuously  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 


Thomas  Summers  was  bom  in  Twin  township,  Ross  county,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1839.  His  parents  were  David  and  Margaret  (Howard) 
Summers,  the  former  of  whom  was  horn  in  West  Virginia  in  1793, 
where  he  married  and  lived  for  some  time  on  a rented  farm.  Decid- 
ing to  come  west,  they  removed  to  Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  located  in 
Twin  township.  Their  sojourn  there  was  brief,  however,  the  next 
move  being  to  the  then  sparsely  settled  state  of  Indiana.  There  the 
father  died,  and  the  mother  returned  with  her  family  to  Ross 
county,  settled  on  a rented  farm  and  set  to  work  to  raise  a large  fam- 
ily without  any  aid  outside  of  the  household.  The  fact  that  she 
accomplished  this  fact  is  evidence  sufficient  of  the  strong  character 
and  managerial  ability  of  Mrs.  Summers.  This  devoted  mother 
and  splendid  sample  of  the  pioneer  woman,  who  died  in  1879,  was 
left  a widow  with  a family  of  eleven  children.  Of  these,  Abraham, 
John,  Henry,  Michael,  David,  Richard,  Elizabeth  and  Allen  are 
numbered  with  the  dead.  The  others  are  Samuel,  Reuben  and 
Thomas.  Thomas  Summers,  who  was  next  to  the  youngest  of  the 
children,  remained  at  home  helping  on  the  farm  until  he  was  nine- 
teen, meantime  obtaining  some  education  at  the  district  school.  On 
February  10,  1858,  he  was  married  to  Henrietta  Duey,  and  for  the 
two  subsequent  years  they  lived  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio.  About 
tmt  time  the  civil  war  was  raging  and  Mr.  Summers  joined  the 
Union  procession  by  enlisting  in  Company  K,  Ninetieth  Ohio  infan- 
cy, wit  which  he  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Circleville  in 
August,  1862  The  command  was  first  sent  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  from 
which  P^ce  they  retreated  to  Louisiville.  During  his  subsequent 
experience,  Mr.  Summers  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Kene- 
A*].anta.’  Jonesboro,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  In 
miqhpq^V  Ti  CSG  ,1s  j0I?c  Held9?  there  were  innumerable  small  skir- 
S " ted  ln,rroe  0r  less  loss  of  Hfe  and  made  the  sol- 

hurt  his  ,0ne  • ^r*  ^limniers  escaped  capture  or  dangerous 

17“  Senofus  t>eing  a slight  wound  on  the  wrist.  The 

= eddrcrr  0Ut  at,CamP  Parker>  place  he 

proceeded  to  Camp  Dennison  where  he  spent  a couple  of  weeks.  He 
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then  returned  to  his  home  and  for  the  next  two  years  worked  by  the 
month  on  a farm.  Later  he  purchased  150  acres  of  land  in  Twin 
township,  to  which  place  he  removed  and  has  made  his  home  on  the 
part  still  owned  by  himself.  Mr.  Summers  is  a member  of  the 
United  Brethren  church  and  of  Prater  post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Boume- 
viHe.  .He  has  two  children,  Mack  H.,  of  South  Salem,  and  Reuben, 
of  Twin  township. 

Wilber  Denman  Taylor,  of  No.  196  Hirn  street,  one  of  Chilli- 
cothe  s industrious  and  esteemed  mechanics,  seven  years  connected 
with  the  lumber  firm  of  Reed  & Marshall,  is  of  New  Jersey  birth  and 
parentage.  J ames  Taylor,  who  was  a born  and  bred  Jerseyan  and  a 
cooper  by  trade,  migrated  to  Ohio  in  1855  and  located  in  Roscoe, 
Coshocton  county,  remained  there  about  ten  years  and  removed  to 
Chillicothe,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  had 
three  children,  of  whom  Edward  H.  Taylor,  the  only  son,  came 
with  his  father  to  Ohio  in  1855,  remained  in  Roscoe,  Coshocton 
county,  ten  years  and  later  also  removed  to  Chillicothe,  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life  being  spent  at  Circleville.  Though  a cooper  and 
carpenter  by  trade,  after  coming  to  Ohio  he  obtained  a position  with 
the  Ohio  & Erie  canal  company,  and  held  the  same  until  his  death. 
He  was  the  father  of  five  children,  of  whom  three  are  living:  Wil- 

ber D.,  Emily  H.,  wife  of  Theodore.  F.  Denman  of  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  Elmer  Taylor,  of  the  same  city.  Wilber  Denman  Taylor  was 
born  in  Springfield,  N.  J.,  February  14,  1847,  and  came  with  his 
parents  to  Ohio  in  1855.  When  the  family  settled  in  Chillicothe, 
Wilber  was  about  eighteen  years  old.  He  was  assistant  superintend- 
ent of  the  Ohio  & Erie  canal  for  a short  time  at  the  State  Dam,  and 
clerked  in  Joseph  Stewart’s  dry  goods  store  on  Paint  street  for  one 
year,  then  following  the  ancestral  example  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  Starting  in  the  planing-mill  of  William  II.  Reed  he  remained 
with  him  until  his  death,  having  been  foreman  and  architect  and 
estimator  for  a good  many  years,  making  drawings  for  a great  many 
fine  houses  that  were  built  in  Chillicothe,  and  since  then  has  con- 
tinued in  the  lumber  business  with  the  old  proprietor’s  sons,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Reed  & Marshall.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a member  of 
Chillicothe  lodge,  No.  24,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of 
which  he  has  been  financial  secretary  for  eighteen  years.  He  has 
also  been  scribe  of  Valley  encampment,  No.  21,  for  twenty-four 
years,  and  is  a charter  member  of  Sereno  lodge,  No.  28,  Knights 
of  Pythias.  In  1870,  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  to  Emily,  daughter 
of  Michael  Henninger,  an  old  resident  of  Chillicothe.  Of  the  five 
children  resulting  from  this  union,  only  three  are  living:  James 

Eugene,  of  Chillicothe,  Edith  Augusta  and  Irene  Jane. 
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The  Templin  Family: — The  Ross  county  founder  of  this  numer- 
ous and  influential  connection  was  James  Templin,  who  arrived  in 
1796,  about  the  same  time  that  Nathaniel  Massie  and  associates  first 
came  upon  the  scene  of  their  historic  achievements.  J ames  Templin 
located  near  High  Banks,  below  Chillicothe,  and  after  harvesting  his 
crop  of  corn,  returned  to  Kentucky  for  his  wife  and  children.  This 
trip  consumed  several  weeks,  but  lie  got  back  the  same  fall  and  reoc- 
cupied his  old  quarters,  where  he  remained  until  1801,  and  then 
bought  a farm  on  the  North  fork  of  Paint  Creek  in  Concord  town- 
ship. James  Templin  married  Margaret  Salraond,  like  himself  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  named  children, 
all  long  since  dead:  Robert,  Salmond,  Terry,  Isaac,  John,  James, 

and  another  boy  who  went  South  and  was  never  again  heard  of. 
There  were  two  daughters,  Polly  and  Easter,  the  former  of  whom 
married  Captain  Herrod.  This  man’s  life  terminated  tragically 
and  the  family  records  contain  a somber  story  in  connection  with,  the 
event.  He  resided  near  Austin  and  incurred  the  enmity  of  a man 
named  John  Hoddy  by  defeating  him  for  the  captaincy  of  a com- 
pany organized  for  the  war  of  1812.  Some  years  later  he  was  can- 
didate for  justice  of  the  peace  against  the  same  man  but  just  before 
election  day  he  was  found  murdered  in  the  woods  near  his  home. 


The  other  side  claimed  that  this  outrage  was  perpetrated  by  Indians, 
but  the  friends  of  Captain  Herrod  always  insisted  that  John  Hoddy 
did  the  deed.  After  the  tragic  death  of  her  husband,  Polly  (Temp- 
lin) Herrod  returned  home  and  lived  thereafter  with  her  parents. 
The  latter,  after  remaining  two  years  on  Paint  creek,  removed  to  a 
place  on  Hough’s  run,  in  Deerfield  township,  where  they  both  died. 
Salmond  Templin,  second  of  the  children  in  order  of  birth,  married 
and  lived  in  Highland  county  until  his  death.  Terry  married,  also 
removed  to  Highland  county  and  reared  a large  family.  Isaac 
settled  in  Fayette  county,  was  married  twice  and  reared  a family  of 
twenty-three  children.  John  married  Martha  McCoy  and  died  in 
I rankfort  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  outliving  his  wife  several  years. 
Ihey  had  ten  children:  James,  Margaret,  Mary  Ann,  John,  Alex- 

ander, William,  Silance  J.,  Robert,  Martha  and  Eleanor.  Martha 
is  m Arkansas,  James  and  Eleanor,  wife  of  Weslev  McGinnis,  at 

ran'  ort,  and  the  others  are  dead.  J ames,  eldest  son  of  John  and 
Martha  (McCoy)  Templin,  first  married  Elizabeth  Afflick,  by 
V1U  T C Ul-ron  • MarJ  G'.  wife  of  Benjamin  Timmons 
M rfl^  V John  Willis  of  the  same  place; 

TW  iii  Wlf<r°i  ?oh,nrF-  Brown  of  Chillicothe;  John  C.  deceased. 
Tnnrlkfl  At  ' 811,1  a .vear  later  James  Templin 

ine1  intere'sh!  1 G1]  Y'wc-  In  1857  he  disposed  of  his  farm- 

coLtv  ^r,;1  C“gagfd  111  mercantile  business  at  Greenland,  Boss 

rjfistr’6  TaiMd  thirt?  *“»  removed  to  Frankfort, 
winch  is  Ins  present  residence.  He  has  a very  creditable  militaiy 
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record  as  a member  of  Company  A,  Seventy-tliird  regiment  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry  commanded  by  Captain  Hurst.  He  went  in  as 
sergeant,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  of  the  ambulance 
corps  and  later  made  quartermaster  sergeant.  He  served  two  years, 
two  months  and  fifteen  days,  during  which  time  he  was  never  off 
duty  a single  day.  The  principal  battle  in  which  he  took  part  was 
Second  Bull  Bun  but  he  was  in  many  other  engagements  of  more  or 
less  importance.  He  has  held  various  township  offices,  including 
that  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  fifteen  years,  both  in  Concord  and 
Deerfield  townships,  was  assessor  of  the  latter  for  twenty  consecutive 
years  and  mayor  of  Frankfort  two  terms.  The  sixth  son  of  James 
and  Margaret  (Salmond)  Templin,  founders  of  the  family  in  Bos§ 
county,  who  was  named  after  his  father,  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
October  10,  1791,  and  was  about  five  years  old  when  the  peregrina- 
tion took  place  to  Boss  county.  James  Templin,  Jr.,  married  Mar- 
garet Stewart,  by  whom  he  had  five  children:  John  S.,  Margaret 

(wife  of  John  McCoy),  Matilda  (wife  of  W.  Leffingwell  of  Chi- 
cago), Esther  and  Mary;  all  dead  but  Matilda.  The  mother  died 
and  James  Templin’s  second  wife  was  Abigail  Strain,  a native  of 
South  Carolina.  Her  father  was  John  Q.  Strain,  who  owned  many 
slaves,  but  changed  his  opinion  as  to  the  righteousness  of  the  institu- 
tion, brought  them  all  with  him  to  Ohio,  and  there  set  them  free. 
His  daughter  Mary  became  the  mother  of  five  children  by  James 
Templin,  of  whom  James  A.,  Salmond  W.  and  William  W.  are  dead, 
the  two  last  mentioned  having  served  as  members  of  Captain  Hurst’s 
company  in  the  Seventy-third  regiment  Ohio  infantry.  Ewing  W. 
was  the  fourth  child,  and  Laura  F.,  the  only  daughter,  married  Will- 
iam Willis.  The  father’s  life  covered  a stirring  period  in  the  coun- 
try’s history  and  he  participated  actively  in  some  of  the  most  tragic 
scenes.  He  served  six  months  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
could  describe  graphically  many  adventures  and  perilous  experiences 
■with  the  Indians  during  the  heroic  days  of  pioneers.  His  death  took 
place  in  1875,  when  he  lacked  but  one  month  of  being  eighty-five  years 
old.  Ewing  W.  Templin  was  born  in  Deerfield  township,  Boss 
county,  Ohio,  October  29,  1841,  and  had  the  usual  experience  of  a 
farmer’s  boy  as  to  work  and  securing  an  education.  December  29, 
1870,  he  was  married  to  Missouri  Blacker,  a native  of  Pickaway 
county,  and  they  settled  at  Clarksburg,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  for  fifteen  years.  After  retiring,  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Virginia,  embarked  in  stock-raising,  spent  five 
years  in  that  state  and  returned  to  Boss  county,  where  he  resumed 
the  mercantile  business.  Aside  from  this,  Mr.  Templin  manages 
several  farms  and  raises  stock  extensively,  making  a specialty  of  the 
Aberdeen  Angus  cattle.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  the  Kew  Holland  (Ohio)  lodge  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Templin  have  five  living  children : Harry  C.,  Boss  S., 
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Ray,  Stella,  wife  of  Eugene  Brown,  and  Earl.  Fenn,  the  youngest 
child,  and  Roy,  a twin  brother  of  Ray,  are  dead,  the  latter  killed  by 
an  accidental  discharge  of  a gun. 


David  Terry,  who  resides  on  a farm  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Kingston,  has  spent  practically  his  whole  life  within  five  miles  of 
the  place  where  his  present  home  is  located.  His  parents,  Thomp- 
son and  Nancy  (Talbert)  Terry,  were  Virginians  and  married  in 
their  native  state  before  coming  to  Ross  county.  They  settled  in 
Green  township,  where  the  father  fanned  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  IS 68,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  his  wife  dying  in 
1SS1  when  sixty-nine  years  old.  Of  their  family  of  six  sons  and 
one  daughter,  three  are  now  living:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry  Mus- 

selman,  of  Illinois;  James  of  Fairfield  county,  O. ; and  David.  The 
latter  was  born  in  Green  township,  July  18,  1839,  and  trained  to 
farm  work,  which  he  followed  after  he  grew  up  and  has  never 
known  any' other  occupation.  He  met  with  a fair  measure  of  suc- 
cess and  now  owns  a farm  of  165  acres  one  mile  from  Kingston, 
which  he  cultivates  in  a general  way  and  raises  various  kinds  of 
stock.  He  affiliates  politically  with  the  Republican  party  and  has 
been  trustee  of  the  township  for  several  years.  In  1862  Mr.  Terry 
was  married  to  Julia  A.,  daughter  of  Enos  and  Rachel  (Miller) 
Moore,  of  Hocking  county,  and  they  have  seven  children : Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Edward  Exstine,  of  Kingston;  Lolla  M.,  at  home;  Fannie, 
wife  of  Horace  E.  Shepler,  of  Kingston ; Jessie,  wife  of  Dr.  Yaple, 
a dentist  of  Chillieothe;  Minnie  and  John  at  home;  Bessie,  a school 
teacher.  The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


Andrew  J.  Timmons,  retired  merchant  and  farmer  of  Concord 
tmvnship,  has  been  long  and  creditably  connected  with  the  business 
affairs  of  Ross  county.  He  is  of  Delaware  origin,  his  father, 
Andrew  A.  Timmons,  having  come  from  that  state  with  his  parents 
at  a very  early  period  of  Ohio’s  history  and  settled  in  Deerfield 
township,  Ross  county.  They  secured  land  and  went  through  the 
usual  pioneer  hardships  connected  with  clearing  land  and  establish- 
ing a home  in  the  wilderness.  Andrew  was  a bright  scholar  and  had 
some  ap  i u e oi  music,  so  at  an  early  age  he  ventured  forth  as  a 
+f*C  e-  m f00  j "am?d  'oea'  ^ame  for  his  capacity  as  instructor  in 
secoud^n  0 °°iS1Tnff  ":hools-  In  early  manhood  he  married  his 
after  wl,iT 7’  ?e"°^Pe  Tlmm°ns,  likewise  a native  of  Delaware, 

3^5  t"  * wfion 

the  result  n-F  eo™  1 , He  Aveilt  to  work  on  a farm  and  as 

erty  p t m 1J!  *^ar.s  hard  labor  had  accumulated  some  prop- 
rV  ’ . c conclusion  being  arrived  at  to  go  farther  west  all  their 
belongings  were  converted  into  cash  WUU  V . £ 

father  of  the  household  started  ‘ . thlS.m  the 

d off  on  a tour  of  inspection  and  has 
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never  been  heard  of  from  that  day  to  this..  All  speculations  as  to 
what  became  of  him  were  mere  guess  work,  as  no  definite  clue  could 
be  ascertained,  but  the  friends  and  relatives  finally  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  he  was  one  of  the  many  who  lost  their  lives  in  the 
explosion  of  the  Steamer  Moselle,  near  Cincinnati.  It  was  known 
to  be  his  intention  to  take  that  boat  on  his  journey  to  the  westward 
to  select  a new  location,  and  it  was  a very  natural  supposition  that 
he  was  among  the  unidentified  dead  in  this  river  disaster.  As  the 
result  of  this  sad  tragedy,  the  young  wife  was  left  penniless  with  five 
small  children,  whose  names  in  order  of  birth  were  Catherine,  Rob- 
ert, William,  Andrew  J.  and  Celina  D.  She  immediately  returned 
to  Ross  county  where,  with  the  resolution  characteristic  of  the  pioneer 
mothers,  she  set  about  the  task  of  providing  for  and  rearing  her  fam- 
ily. She  died  in  1849,  and  of  her  five  children  the  only  one  now 
living  is  Andrew  J.  The  latter  was  bora  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio, 
June  20,  1828,  remained  at  home  until  his  mothers  death,  then 
obtained  work  by  the  month  on  a farm  and  for  several  years  con- 
tinued thus  employed.  Sickness,  however,  compelled  him  to  give 
up  the  hard  and  exacting  labor  of  farm  life  and  his  next  venture  was 
as  employee  of  Hugh  Campbell,  a merchant  doing  business  at  Good- 
hope  in  Fayette  county.  Mr.  Timmons  continued  in  this  position 
for  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  married  Margaret  Young, 
a native  of  Ross  county,  with  whom  he  settled  on  a farm  in  Concord 
township.  About  this  time  he  engaged  in  the  nursery  business  and 
was  thus  employed  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  Eighty-ninth  regiment,  Ohio  infantry, 
received  a commission  as  first  lieutenant  and  went  with  his  command 
to  Kentucky  to  assist  the  forces  engaged  in  heading  off  Kirby  Smith, 
who  was  supposed  to  have  designs  upon  Cincinnati.  From  this  field 
of  operations  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Point  Pleasant  and  thence 
up  the  Great  Kanawha  to  the  falls  of  that  river.  At  this  point  they 
went  into  winter  quarters  and  remained  there  until  the  spring  of 
1863,  when  they  were  ordered  to  Kashville,  Tenn.,  to  join  the  army 
of  General  Rosecrans.  With  that  force  they  proceeded  south,  but 
soon  afterward  Mr.  Timmons  was  so  prostrated  with  illness  as  to 
compel  his  removal  to  a hospital  and  for  many  months  thereafter 
he  was  confined  at  Carthage  and  a place  near  Kashville.  As  soon 
as  he  was  strong  enough  to  go,  Mr.  Timmons  was  sent  home  on  sick 
leave  but  for  a year  and  a half  thereafter  was  unable  to  do  any  serious 
work.  Eventually  he  joined  the  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  regiment 
in  the  hundred  days’  service  and  was  thus  employed  for  some  time 
until  a return  of  his  sickness  compelled  another  stay  of  two  months 
in  the  hospital,  when  he  was  sent  home  as  soon  as  able  to  travel.  As 
soon  as  his  strength  was  recuperated,  Mr.  Timmons  was  engaged  for 
a year  in  merchandising  at  Frankfort,  after  which  he  removed  to  the 
place  where  he  now  resides  and  for  about  twelve  years  conducted  a 
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general  store  in  connection  with  fanning.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Timmons 
have  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Ellsworth  J ., 
the  only  survivor,  is  employed  in  journalism  at  Cincinnati.  Mr. 
Timmons  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  Frankfort. 


Curtis  H.  Tittler  is  a native  of  Chillicothe,  born  March  18,  1842. 
His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Eliza  Tittler,  the  former  a native  of 
Pennsylvania.  His  mother  died  when  he  wTas  quite  young,  and  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  he  went  to  live  with  E.  JL  Hudnell,  at  whose 
house  he  made  his  home  until  the  age  of  manhood.  In  1863  Mr. 
Tittler  enlisted  in  Company  B of  the  First  Ohio  artillery,  as  a pri- 
vate and  after  a short  sendee  was  detailed  as  a teamster,  which  posi- 
tion he  filled  during  the  remainder  of  his  stay  in  the  army.  He 
received  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  service  in  July,  1865. 
After  the  war  he  returned  home  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  has 
been  his  occupation  throughout  life.  In  1867  he  was  married  to 
Rachel,  daughter  of  E.  R.  Hudnell.  The  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  three  children,  of  whom  Eddie  H.  is  a railroad  employee; 
Sarah  Ida  is  the  wife  of  William  N.  Winchell,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship ; and  Willett  Oren  is  a resident  of  Chillicothe. 


Edward  Riley -Hudnell,  father  of  Mrs.  Tittler,  is  a native  of  Kana- 
wha county,  W.  Ya.,  born  August  2,  1822.  He  remained  in  his 
native  state  until  about  the  year  1835  when  he  came  west  with  his 
parents.  The  latter  located  in  Jackson  county,  but  their  son  Edward, 
while,  still  a boy,  took  up  his  abode  in  the  county  of  Pike.  There  he 
remained  until  1847,  in  which  year  he  removed  to  Ross  county  and 
settled  in  Franklin  township,  where  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home. 

is  principal  occupation  ha9  been  fanning  and  he  has  met  with  a 
lair  measure  of  success  in  that  pursuit  Mr.  Hudnell  has  never  been 
an  office  seeker  but  at  various  times  has  held  different  offices  in  the 
township  In  1847  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Crockett,  of  Ross 
county,  who  died  November  9,  1891,  leaving  the  following  children: 
Yr^^n  a vo_^amed ; John  R.,  of  Greenfield  ; Rebecca  Jane,  now 
Prnn  unhnr  of  Franklin  township;  Martha  Jane,  wife  of 

Smtv  ’ Pieka"'a?  and  Bonaparte,  of  Boss 


' j.’1..01*’  oarr'age-builder  and  constructor  of  railroad  snp- 
His  ’ ndrf  ° le  substantial  and  popular  citizens  of  Chillicothe. 
part  of  ttip^ni0^3  Pn"  'sb  People  who  emigrated  in  the  early 
C relvcd  m ir  ! r!m'V  8nd  f°',nd  a l°cal'on  first  in  Ross  but 
f ™ whom  ^ A son  bom  to  .them  March 

became  ’a  fanner  i^HiXatd^o0^  T'  wh°  subsecluen*17 

life.  He  married  ir  C0lmty>  where  he  spent  most  of  his 

tie  married  Maria  Collins,  a native  of  Ohio/by  whom  he  had 
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twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living.  One  of  these  is  George 
W.  Tudor,  who  was  born  March  19,  1867,  while  his  parents  were  in 
Ross  county,  and  subsequently  went  with  them  to  Highland  county, 
where  he  remained  until  eighteen  years  old.  In  1885  he  went  to 
Columbus,  where  he  spent  five  years  working  as  a carriage-builder 
and  completely  mastered  the  details  of  that  important  trade.  In 
1890  Mr.  Tudor  came  to  Chillicothe  where  he  resumed  work  in  his 
line  and  soon  established  himself  as  a thorough  and  competent 
mechanic.  He  continued  in  the  carriage-building  business  until  two 
years  ago,  when  he  accepted  employment  in  the  shops  of  the  Balti- 
more & Ohio  Southwestern  railroad  company  and  has  since  retained 
that  position.  Mr.  Tudoris  social  manners  and  friendly  address 
soon  made  him  popular  and  caused  him  to  be  sought  after  in  political 
circles  as  an  available  candidate  from  the  First  ward  for  the  city 
council  of  Chillicothe,  and  was  easily  elected  on  April  1 for  a term 
of  two  years.  September  14,  1893,  Mr.  Tudor  was  married  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Margaret  Keim,  natives  of  Germany  resident 
in  Ross  county,  and  they  have  three  children,  Lottis,  Albert  and 
Ernest.  Mr.  Tudor  is  a member  of  Chillicothe  lodge,  Ho.  24,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  M.  & L.  Benevolent  society  and 
the  Carpenters,  union. 

William  M.  Turpen,  liveryman,  of  Chillicothe,  was  born  at  Ham- 
den, Vinton  county,  Ohio,  April  28,  1872.  When  six  years  old  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Richmond  Dale,  where  he  remained  for 
six  years,  and  about  the  year  1886  came  to  Ross  county.  Six  years 
were  spent  on  a farm  in  Liberty  township,  then  removal  was  made 
to  another  place  in  West  Springfield  township,  and  after  a temporary 
sojourn  there  a final  move  was  made  to  Chillicothe  in  1896.  Shortly 
after  arriving  in  the  city,  Mr.  Turpen  opened  in  the  livery  business 
at  the  Warner  House  alley  and  in  1900  removed  to  45—47  West  Sec- 
ond street,  where  he  has  since  remained.  He  has  a very  complete 
stock  and  does  a good  business  in  his  line,  combining  the  buying, 
fitting  and  selling  of  horses  with  the  general  livery.  Mr.  Turpen 
is  a son  of  Wiley  and  Mary  Ann  (Pleasant)  Turpen,  both  natives  of 
Kentuckv,  where  the  former  was  born  Xovember  20,  1829,  and  the 
latter  in  July,  1839.  The  mother  died  at  Richmond  Dale  when  her 
son  William  was  ten  years  old;  the  father  is  now  a member  of  that 
son’s  family.  Wiley  Turpen  was  enlisted  in  the  State  Guards  of 
Kentucky  from  1861  to  1865,  his  service  being  home  protection  of 
the  loyal  people  against  incursions  of  the  Confederate  soldiers  and 
sympathizers.  He  took  part  in  the  pursuit  of  Morgan  in  1^63, 
which  created  so  much  excitement  in  the  Korth  at  the  time.  The 
children  of  Wilev  and  Mary  Ann  Turpen  were  as  follows: 
George  F.,  proprietor  of  the  Baltimore  Hotel  in  Chillicothe; 
Lizzie  W.,  wife  of  Sherman  Miller,  a farmer  in  Lee  county,  111. ; 
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William  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; Nannie  Kate,  wife  of  P.  John- 
son, of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  shops  at  Chillicothe.  William  M.  Tur- 
pen  received  the  ordinary  common  school  education,  but  from  early 
youth  was  accustomed  to  depend  on  himself  and  work  for  a living. 
He  turned  his  hand  to  any  honorable  employment  that  offered,  not 
waiting  for  better  but  accepting  such  as  he  could  get,  and  by  doing 
well  whatever  was  given  him  to  do.  Thus  he  made  a success  of  life 
and  in  time  became  independent.  January  27,  1897,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Alice  Jennette  Miller,  a native  of  West  Springfield  township, 
Ross  county.  Her  parents  are  Charles  F.  and  Amy  (Palmer) 
Miller,  both  living  on  a farm  and  well-to-do.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turpen 
have  only  one  child,  Charles  Wiley,  born  January  13,  1898.  Mr. 
Turpen  is  a member  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Knights  and  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  Mrs.  Turpen  is  a member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church,  while  her  husband,  though  a believer,  is  not  connected 
with  any  religious  organization. 


David  Umsted,  well  known  as  a successful  breeder  of  Shorthorn 
cattle,  and  fine  hogs,  comes  of  a family  long  prominent  in  the  agri- 
cultural affairs  of  Ross  county.  His  grandfather  and  namesake  was 
an  old  Pennsylvania  pioneer  who  settled  in  Ross  county  when  it  was 
still  part  of  the  western  wilds.  Before  leaving  the  home  state  he  had 
married  Catharine  Norris,  who  shared  with  him  the  hardships  of  the 
wilderness  and  became  the  mother  of  his  two  children,  a daughter 
and  son.  The  latter  was  named  Bazel,  bora  and  bred  in  Green  town- 
ship, and  in  early  manhood  married  Julia  A.  Haynes.  The  parents 
of  the  latter  were  George  and  Rosalia  (Groves)  Haynes,  both  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  maternal  grandparents  were  Peter  and  Ros- 
ana  Groves  who  came  from  Holland  to  America  about  the  year  1700. 
Bazel  Umsted  became  very  prosperous  as  a fanner  and  stock-raiser, 
opeiate  on  a large  scale,  and  in  time  accumulated  about  one  thou- 
sand acres  of  land.  He  lived  until  1852,  when  he  was  gathered  to 
us  at  hers  at  a ripe  old  age,  his  wife  surviving  until  1891.  Bazel 

a xaa-  Lmsted  reared  a familJ  of  six  children,  of  whom  William 
and  Addison  are  dead,  the  others  being  John,  George,  David  and 

tt  R11  !“  was  born  in  Green  township,  March  30, 
from  ti  f .*aS  011  dlc  farm  of  his  father  and  received 

future  Itnf  thorough  training  which  was  to  equip  him  for 

oiilti  f-  'l  .ness  111  | e aa’11e  'lne  °f  business.  In  after  year,  when 
^ 'S  .°7.lancl’Jle  developed  a taste  for  fine  stock  of  all 
the  Strain  nf'l  T>1RtR1Rnee  f°r  the  noble  breed  of  Shorthorn  cattle  and 
Inch  su  ces!  If  Jerseys.  These  he  has  raised  with 

stock  of  which  1°  h ra,J  RRd  amon"  *be  well  known  breeders  of  fancy 
We  W^r  he"3  •°me  m 6XCellent  ^ Aside  thi3 
and  is  up-to  date’  in  °a^?  10.s  on  general  fanning  in  all  its  branches 
up  to-date  ln  methods  and  equipments.  December  13,  1871, 
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he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  David  Goodman, 
who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  They  have  four  children, 
all  of  whom  have  been  given  excellent  educations  by  their  affection- 
ate father  with  especial  view  to  qualifying  each  one  for  his  or  her 
chosen  calling.  Carrie  E.,  after  going  through  the  high  school, 
attended  the  Hational  normal  at  Lebanon,  where  she  received  a 
thorough  training  in  the  teachers’  department  and  was  graduated 
with  honor.  Edward  B.,  whose  chosen  occupation  was  that  of  farm- 
ing, went  through  the  entire  common  school  course  and  finished  at 
the  excellent  high  school  in  Kingston.  David  C.,  after  finishing  in 
the  high  school,  attended  the  Spencerian  business  college  at  Cleve- 
land, where  he  was  graduated  in  1896,  and  holds  a responsible  posi- 
tion as  bookkeeper  and  city  salesman  in  a mercantile  house  at 
Louisville,  Kv.  John  A.,  after  completing  his  studies  at  the 
Kingston  high  school,  took  a course  at  Wilmington  college,  a popular 
institution  of  learning  in  Clinton  county.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

John  Marshall  Vanmeter,  president  of  the  Savings  bank  at  Chilli- 
cothe,  has  been  long  and  conspicuously  identified  with  the  financial 
and  business  interests  of  Boss  county.  His  father,  John  I.  Van- 
meter, who  became  a man  of  great  distinction,  was  born  in  Hardy 
county,  Va.,  in  1798.  He  was  educated  at  Princeton  university, 
Hew  Jersey,  and  later  received  a thorough  legal  training  in  the  law 
school  of  Judge  Gould  at  Litchfield,  Conn.  Without  delay  he 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Moorefield,  county 
seat  of  Hardy,  and  soon  rose  to  prominence  both  in  law  and  politics. 
He  had  been  in  business  but  a short  time  before  he  was  elected  to 
represent  Hardy  county  in  the  Virginia  legislature.  Soon  there- 
after he  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  west  and  in  1826  came 
to  Ohio,  where  he  located  on  a farm  in  Pike  county.  It  was  not 
long,  how'ever,  until  he  was  again  drawn  into  politics,  for  which  he 
had  both  taste  and  talent  and  found  hismelf  a member  of  the  lower 
house  of  the  Ohio  legislature.  During  the  exciting  campaign  of 
1840,  ever  memorable  in  the  history  of  the  old  Whig  party  of  which 
Mr.  Vanmeter  was  an  ardent  and  conspicuous  adherent,  he  became 
a candidate  for  the  Ohio  state  senate  and  was  triumphantly  elected. 
Two  years  later  he  received  the  nomination  of  his  party  for  Congress 
and  after  one  of  the  strenuous  struggles  characteristic  of  that  political 
period  he  was  sent  to  Washington  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Whig 
forces.  His  course  was  approved  and  endorsed  by  renomination  in 
1844,  but  the  Democrats  having  control  of  the  Ohio  legislature  had 
so  "gerrymandered”  the  state  as  to  relegate  Mr.  Vanmeter  to  a dis- 
trict with  a hostile  majority.  However,  he  accepted  his  party  s 
trust  and  made  a strong  race  against  no  less  a personage  than  t e 
famous  Allen  G.  Thurman,  but  the  Democratic  preponderance  was 
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too  great  and  he  was  defeated.  It  was  during  Mr.  V anmeter’s  term 
in  Congress  that  the  question  came  up  of  making  an  appropriation 
to  test  the  practicability  of  the  electric  telegraph.  Much  to  his  credit 
he  supported  the  small  appropriation  asked  for  by  the  struggling 
inventor  while  others,  including  some  of  the  greatest  men  in  Con- 
gress, were  sneering  at  poor  Morse  and  ridiculing  his  “effort  to  talk 
to  the  moon  over  a wire,”  as  it  was  facetiously  pronounced.  After 
his  location  in  Pike  county,  Mr.  Vanmeter  followed  farming  until 
1855,  when  he  removed  to  Chillicothe  and  resided  in  retirement  until 
his  death  in  1875.  In  1826  . he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Williams)  Harness,  who  were  among  the  earliest  settlers 
of  Ross  county,  having  come  there  prior  to  1800  from  Hardy  county, 
Va.  Mrs.  Vanmeter  died  in  1854,  leaving  seven  children:  Eliza- 

beth H.,  Joseph  H.,  Isaac,  John  M.,  Eliza  and  Sally  (twins)  and 
Mary.  They  are  all  dead  excepting  Mary  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  both  of  whom  live  in  Chillicothe.  John  M.  Vanmeter  was 
born  in  Pike  county,  Ohio,  in  September,  1836 ; had  the  benefits  of 
an  unusually  thorough  and  liberal  education,  derived  from  attendance 
at  the  noble  University  of  Virginia  and  the  well  known  Monongahela 
college  at  Jefferson,  Pa.,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in  the 
class  of  1854.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  law  school  at  Harvard, 
took  the  full  legal  course  in  that  famous  institution  and  received  his 
cegree  of  bachelor  of  law  in  1857.  In  that  same  year  he  engaged 
m practice  at  Chillicothe  and  devoted  himself  almost  exclusively 
to  is  profession  until  1881,  when  he  retired  to  attend  to  his  accumu- 
atmg  interests  in  farming  and  finance.  In  1876  Mr.  Vanmeter  was 
appointee  common  pleas  judge  to  fill  a vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
0 . , Ur  ^ Grey,  and  served  a short  term.  He  is  connected 

with  both  the  Central  Xational  and  Savings  banks  of  Chillicothe, 
ayng  leen  one  of  the  directors  of  the  former  and  president  of  the 
3Lr.  °^anization  of  each.  In  January,  1861,  he  was 

sf,™  d ArE  lZ?TIr'Vln’  dm,?hter  of  Dr.  Peleg  and  Eliza  (Waters) 
Tnhn  T " rS  anmeter  died  in  1865,  leaving  three  children: 
v ",  ,! * practicing  attorney  in  Chillicothe,  Eliza  Irwin  and 
“ tlle,  !f er  ^ing  in  early  manhood.  In  1872  Mr.  Van- 
meterl 7w  T'J  ^"gI,ter  of  Streit  and  Sally  (Van- 

d Un^’  f ,Hanl'V  connty>  W.  Va.  The  second  union 
nesfal  sl  I O "T*  d,ildren : William  Streit,  Mary  Har- 

Sallv  C.  is  now  . 111111 111"'1  n'n-  The  eldest  died  in  childhood  and 

le  'V1^e  John  Maderia  Brown,  of  Ross  county. 

world  as  a^inerchint^’  a.lld  favorably  known  in  the  commercial 
Chillicothe  l ot  "frl  PreSKlent  0f  Citizens  National  hank  of 
During  his  quarter  ce 1 1 1 /i e 1 * re f a 1 1 ve.  i s i n pss  men  of  Ross  county, 
entiallv  identified  with  it  'V  leSK  ence  ln  t,le  city  he  has  been  influ* 
' Cd  Wlth  lts  Progress  and  development,  doing  his  full 
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share  in  aid  of  all  movements  promising  an  advancement  of  the  pub- 
lic welfare.  Mr.  Yaughters  was  born  in  Scioto  county,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 11,  1851.  He  had  aspirations  at  an  early  period  for  a 
thorough  education,  especially  such  as  would  aid  a commercial 
career,  and  his  plans  in  this  direction  were  satisfactorily  carried  out. 
After  such  preliminary  training  as  was  afforded  by  the  public  school 
system  of  his  native  place,  he  spent  three  years  at  that  thorough  and 
excellent  institution  knoivn  as  the  National  Normal  at  Lebanon,  O. 
In  addition  to  the  regular  curriculum,  Mr.  Yaughters  took  the  com- 
mercial course  in  the  same  college  and  was  graduated  in  that  depart- 
ment with  the  class  of  1874.  He  recalls  a very  dramatic  and 
nationally  important  event  which  occurred  during  his  attendance  at 
the  Lebanon  school.  Clement  L.  Yallandigham,  the  famous  anti-* 
war  leader  of  Ohio,  was  engaged  as  counsel  in  a criminal  case  then 
being  tried  there,  and  while  endeavoring  to  show  how  a wound 
received  by  one  of  the  parties  might  have  been  self-inflicted,  his  pistol 
was  discharged  and  mortally  wounded  himself.  Mr.  Yaughters  was 
admitted  into  the  room  and  became  one  of  the  sympathetic  spectators 
of  the  sufferings  which  preceded  the  death  of  this  eminent  lawyer 
and  statesman.  His  education  completed,  Mr.  Yaughters,  while 
looking  around  for  a business  location,  was  attracted  to  Chillicothe, 
where  in  1877  he  obtained  employment  as  bookkeeper  for  a whole- 
sale grocer  named  English.  He  retained  this  position  for  a year 
and  when  his  employer  went  to  Columbus  accompanied  him  to  that 
city,  remaining  for  some  time  in  charge  of  the  books.  In  1879  Mr. 
Yaughters  returned  to  Chillicothe  and  formed  a partnership  with 
Michael  Kramer  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Yaughters,  Kramer  & Co.,  which  has  been  continued  with 
success  up  to  the  present  time,  and  in  course  of  time  Allen  W.  Hamill 
was  added  to  the  firm.  In  April,  1901,  the  Citizens  National  bank 
. of  Chillicothe  was  incorporated,  and  Mr.  Yaughters  was  elected  pres- 
ident. In  addition  to  his  other  business  interests,  Mr.  Yaughters 
is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Chillicothe  Electric  Light  and  Power 
company,  and  altogether  is  quite  a busy  citizen.  He  has  been  three 
times  married,  and  has  two  sons,  Harry,  a farmer  in  Scioto  county, 
and  Donald. 

Yalentine  Wagner,  during  his  fourteen  years  of  residence  in 
Kingston,  has  not  only  become  a popular  and  successful  merchant 
but  has  fullv  demonstrated  his  ability  in  various  lines  of  business. 
His  parents^  John  and  Catherine  (Duerstine)  Wagner,  were  born 
in  Baden,  Germanv,  married  there,  and  in  1854  came  to  New  York 
city.  The  father  had  spent  four  years  m the  United  States  m his 
younger  days  and  thus  had  some  acquaintance  with  the  customs  of 
the  country.  After  arriving  in  New  York  he  tried  his  fortune  there 
for  a while  in  the  grocery  business  but  soon  abandoned  this  to  work 
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at  the  cooper’s  trade  in  Cleveland.  In  1859  he  came  to  Chillicothe, 
where  he  resumed  the  cooperage  business  for  a year  or  two  and  then 
went  to  farming  in  Springfield  township.  He  met  with  a fair 
measure  of  success,  being  elected  to  the  offices  of  school  director, 
trustee  and  supervisor  of  his  township,  and  holding  membership  in 
the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Chillicothe.  His  life  was  tragically  ended 
November  6,  1881,  by  drowning  in  the  Scioto  river.  Of  his  nine 
children,  John,  Barbary,  Katie,  Henry  and  Jacob  are  dead.  The 
living  are:  Valentine,  Annie,  wife  of  John  Knab,  of  Springfield 
township ; Lizzie,  wife  of  George  Smith,  of  Chillicothe ; and  Albert, 
a resident  of  Kingston.  Valentine  Wagner,  second  of  the  children, 
was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  November  23,  1857.  He  was  brought 
to  Chillicothe  in  infancy  and  received  his  education  there,  including 
a course  in  the  City  high  school.  He  engaged  in  farming  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  until  18S7,  when  he  changed  his  base  of  opera- 
tions to  Kingston  and  there,  with  a capital  of  $375,  launched  into 
the  grocery  business.  Pluck  and  energy,  aided  by  excellent  judg- 
ment in  buying,  won  the  day  and  Mr.  Wagner  has  become  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  the  place.  Ilis  original  capital  of  a few  hundred 
dollars  has  grown  until  his  possessions  now  include  two  store  build- 
ings,  two  residences  and  a farm  of  eighty-two  acres,  on  which  he 
raises  stock  and  all  the  customary  cereal  crops.  He  held  the  office 
of  assessor  in  1901  and  for  several  years  was  treasurer  of  the  build- 
ing and  loan  association.  He  is  a member  of  the  Improved  Order 
of  Bed  Men  at  Circleville,  in  the  neighboring  county  of  Pickaway. 
September  20,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Alice  G.,  daughter  of  Peter 
Mettler,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Springfield  township.  The  living 
children  are:  Oscar,  law  student  at  the  State  university,  at  Colum- 

bus , Edith,  Bessie,  Earl  and  Glenn.  Bertha,  Clyde  and  Grace  are 
dead.  The  family  attend  the  Lutheran  church. 


" e1*;  ''  a pier,  a busy  and  well-to-do  young  man  of  Kingston,  is 

a son  o * ohn  Wagner,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  above.  He  was 
orn  m Chillicothe,  May  18,  1875,  and  reared  on  the  farm,  where 
he  was  trained  to  industrious  habits  from  early  youth.  He  attended 
schools  in  Springfield  and  Union  townships  as  well  as  at  Chillicothe, 
and  being  ambitious  to  do  something  for  himself  started  out  at  the 
£ carne  to  Kingston  and  worked  for  his  brother. 
+ c ’1  .a^ner’  about  three  years,  after  which  he  determined 
inl^  !'n  CSmeC  0n  ™nt.  In  1896  he  opened  a retail 

He  votes  the  tU11  ‘‘Cl  hi!8nslnee  e”.-i°.ved  a good  trade  in  that  line, 
he  tikes  an  interest0’™  'V  *s  n°t  a seeker  of  office,  althongl 

No  51  Tmm-nvnti  c\  a ' £ p affner  is  a member  of  Congo  tnbe 

of  tile’ Royal  Arch^aT  ^ilWh”1’  als°  telongs  to  the  Kni?llt! 

7 “ico the,  and  to  the  Gorman  Lutherai 
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church.^  June  15,  1897,  he  was  married  to  Bertha  Roby,  of  Fair- 
field  county,  by  whom  be  has  one  child,  Myrtle  Marie,  born  October 
11,  1898. 

# William  Arthur  Wallace,  who  since  bis  twentieth  year  has  enjoyed 
high  reputation  as  a political  speaker  and  later  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  business  interests  of  Ckillicothe,  is  a popular  representa- 
tive of  the  younger  generation  of  citizens.  He  comes  of  most 
excellent  blood  both  on  the  side  of  father  and  mother.  As  far  back 
as  1808,  Cadwallader  Wallace,  of  Virginia,  was  found  among  the 
pioneers  settled  at  Chillicothe,  and  for  many  years  thereafter  he  was 
connected  with  the  United  States  government  land  office.  By  his 
wife  Ruth  he  became  the  father  of  Augustus  Wallace,  who  in  due 
course  married  Ann  Elizabeth  McGinnis,  member  of  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  families  in  Ohio.  Her  parents  were  James  S.  and 
Margaret  (Tiffin)  McGinnis,  the  former  coming  from  Massachusetts 
in  1825,  and  the  latter  a daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  Tiffin  and  niece  of 
Hon.  Edward  Tiffin,  first  governor  of  Ohio.  This  lady  is  still  living 
at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-four  years  and  is  a resident  of  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.  Augustus  and  Ann  E.  were  the  parents  of  William 
Arthur  Wallace,  who  was  born  in  Chillicothe  September  24,  1867, 
and  when  four  years  old  was  deprived  of  a father’s  care  by  death. 
He  was  sent  at  an  early  age  to  the  excellent  public  schools  in  his 
native  city,  and  after  going  through  the  usual  period  of  attendance 
was  graduated  in  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1886.  For  a 
year  or  more  thereafter  he  was  a student  of  law  in  the  office  of  Law- 
rence T.  Heal,  chiefly,  however,  for  the  educational  benefits,  as  he 
never  applied  for  admission  to  the  bar.  In  the  fall  of  1887  Mr. 
Wallace  made  his  first  appearance  “on  the.  stump”  as  a political 
speaker  and  made  an  instantaneous  success,  having  been  in  demand 
since  then  at  every  recurring  campaign  as  one  of  the  foremost 
workers  and  orators  of  the  Republican  party.  During  the  Harrison 
campaign  in  1888,  his  work  as  a canvasser  was  so  especially  brilliant 
and  noteworthy  as  to  earn  for  him  the  sobriquet  “Young  Eagle  of 
Ross.”  In  1S91  he  accepted  the  position  of  cashier  in  the  freight 
office  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Southwestern  railroad  company,  with 
a view  to  training  and  disciplining  himself  for  a business  career,  and 
he  remained  there  five  years.  In  May,  1895,  he  rented  offices  in  the 
Foulke  block  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a business  in  general 
loans,  insurance  and  real  estate,  and  he  is  thus  engaged  at  the  present 
time.  January  5,  1899,  he  was  married  to  Anna  Marie,  daughter 
of  William  A.  and  Jane  Jones,  of  Twin  township,  members  of  one 
of  the  old  and  wealthy  pioneer  families  of  southern  Ohio.  . During 
the  years  1899  and  1900  Mr.  Wallace  was  city  clerk  of  Chillicothe. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  following  named  organizations  and 
orders : the  First  Presbyterian  church ; Chillicothe  lodge,  Ho.  52, 
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Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Paint  Valley  Lodge,  No. 
SOS,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Bourneville;  Scioto  lodge,  No.  6,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  serving  for  five  years  as  its  secretary;  Chillicotlie 
chapter,  No.  4,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Chillicothe  council,  No.  4, 
Royal  and  Select  Master  Masons;  Chillicothe  commandery,  No.  8, 
Knights  Templar.  Mr.  Wallace,  aside  from  his  naturally  brilliant 
mind,  is  a man  of  wide  general  information  due  to  much  reading  of 
standard  authors  in  all  departments  of  literature.  He  is  always 
ready  and  willing  to  aid,  as  much  as  lies  within  his  power,  all  enter- 
prises directed  toward  public  improvement  and  progress. 


Jacob  Warner,  proprietor  of  the  Warner  House,  of  Chillicothe, 
is  a native  of  Germany,  born  in  1S30.  He  was  only  one  year  old 
when  brought  to  America  by  his  parents.  In  youth  he  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  and  worked  at  it  for  some  years.  He  also  cut 
cord  wood  and  did  all  kinds  of  hard  labor,  with  the  persistence  and 
patient  industry  so  characteristic  of  the  German  people.  After 
spending  one  year  in  Newark,  Ohio,  young  Warner  found  his  way  to 
Chillicothe,  the  city  that  was  destined  to  be  the  scene  of  his  busy  life 
and  his  residence  for  seventy  years.  Finally  he  secured  a place  as 
bell-boy  in  a hotel  that  proved  to  be  the  beginning  of  a successful 
career.  This  was  fifty  years  ago,  the  Maderia  House  being  his  first 
employer,  and  since  then  he  has  had  all  the  ups  and  downs  incidental 
to  the  business.  From  the  first  humble  position  he  rose  by  slow  but 
steady  degrees  until  he  reached  the  proprietorship  of  one  of  the  finest 
ote  s in  southern  Ohio.  For  twenty  vears  he  conducted  a hotel 
called  the  Warner  House,  now  the  Hotel  Carson.  Sixteen  years  ago 
he  took  possession  of  the  present  Warner  House,  which  is  one  of  the 
mos  popu  ai  hostelries  to  be  found  in  any  city  of  the  size  of  Chilli- 
co  le  oi  e\  en  much  larger.  It  is  curious  to  contrast  the  past  with 
ie  present,!  ie  then  with  the  now  in  Mr.  Warner’s  experience  as  a 
nnlrJVTr  • ll<?n  dvst  essa.y°d  the  role  of  hotel-keeper  he  had  but 
* ‘ *nYn  a Sima  l r°°m  Called  a “restaurant.”  He  now  has  forty- 
law  «?llnn  Us-pay  roll-  and  c«ters  only  to  first  class  trade.  Ho 
in  every  detail*6  *T  .spared  to  r<\1K’or. tlle  Warner  House  up-to-date 
United  States  1 i 't1®',  'e  sa’(l  "'ith  truth  that  few  men  in  the 

Jacob  Warner  t+a<  a °."^er  experience  at  the  hotel  business  than 

MTwIr;,n:J:r^r.rfV:a-1  if  in  aP  intricacies.  In  1856 
ten  years  aeo  at  the  lza^cth  Barr.  Their  only  son,  John,  died 

is  supeintendent  of  the* W^nw'Sf™'  • da,,ShJ**  Marg“ret 

who  died  in  1891  11161  ^ouse  smce  the  loss  of  her  mother. 


father^i^m^  W^gerie  t'J]s(^a^nennai'y’  born  1Iarch  1843‘  Hia 
ried  Marguerite  Herbert  in  boiT  ln  1815  and  mar‘ 

40.  Of  their  four  children,  Mar- 
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guerite  is  dead,  Adam  and  Jacob  reside  in  the  old  country  and  Peter 
is  the  only  one  living  in  America.  He  came  here  in  1869,  eight 
years  after  his  father  died,  and  located  in  Chillicothe,  where  he 
worked  for  several  years  in  the  shops  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  rail* 
road.  Afterward  he  did  farm  work  by  the  month  and  later  bought 
the  place  where  he  now  resides.  January  2,  1870,  he  was  married 
to  Lottie  Griesheimerer,  a native  of  the  same  place  in  Germany 
where  he  himself  was  bom.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
eight  children,  all  of  wfiom  are  still  at  home  and  whose  names  are 
Marguerite,  Peter,  Charles,  Lotta,  Tillie,  Minnie,  Clara  and  Bessie. 
Mr.  Wegerle  was  educated  in  his  own  country,  where  they  have  the 
best  schools  in  the  wrorld,  and  also  learned  the  business  of  farming 
before  he  came  to  the  United  States.  Four  years  ago  he  moved  to 
his  present  place,  which  is  a farm  consisting  of  sixty  acres,  and  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  His  only  fraternal 
connection  is  with  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  Ko.  83,  at  Chillicothe. 
Politically  his  predilections  are  Democratic  and  his  religious  connec- 
tions are  with  the  German  Presbyterian  church. 

John  H.  West,  residing  near  Kingston,  has  spent  his  life  in  farm- 
ing in  Ohio  and  Illinois,  but  principally  in  Boss  county.  His  ances- 
tors for  several  generations  back  were  natives  of  Maryland,  mostly 
of  Frederick  county  in  that  state.  The  grandfather  was  Charles 
West,  who  spent  his  life  as  a fanner  in  the  locality  mentioned  and 
became  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  son  John  married  Annie 
Sane,  a neighbor  of  the  family,  whose  father  was  a blacksmith,  and 
died  in  1851  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Bidge  mountains.  John  and 
Annie  (Sane)  West  became  the  parents  of  John  H.  West,  who  was 
bom  in  Kew  Market,  Md.,  December  20,  1826.  He  grew  up  in 
Jefferson  county,  Ya.,  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith  trade,  and  in 
1850  came  to  Boss  county,  settling  at  Chillicothe.  lie  worked  at 
his  trade  in  that  city  for  ten  years  and  with  his  accumulations  bought 
a farm  in  Green  township,  within  two  miles  of  Kingston,  which  by 
subsequent  additions  was  increased  to  151  acres.  In  1883  Mr.  West 
purchased  a farm  of  321  acres  in  Clark  county,  111.,  and  lived  there 
for  seventeen  years,  but  eventually  came  back  to  Boss  county  for 
permanent  residence.  He  has  devoted  much  attention  to  raising 
thoroughbred  stock  and  deals  in  Poland-China  hogs  and  Shorthorn 
cattle.  All  of  his  property,  whether  real  or  personal,  has  been  accu' 
mulated  by  himself,  as  he  started  life  a poor  boy  and  had  nothing  to 
depend  on  but  his  own  head  and  hands.  A long  life  of  industry  and 
careful  management  have  given  him  a competence  and  made  him  one 
of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Green  township.  He  has  always  taken 
the  interest  of  a good  citizen  in  public  affairs,  voting  first  with  the 
Whigs  and  afterward  with  the  Kepublicans.  While  in  Virginia, 
11—46 
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more  than  fifty  years  ago,  he  was  initiated  into  the  order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  on  arriving  in  Ohio  he  united  with  Tecumseh  lodge, 
Ko.  80,  at  Chillieothe,  of  which  he  is  now  the  oldest  member.  In 
1852  Mr.  West  was  married  to  Mary  Carmean,  a native  of  Ross 
county,  who  died  after  giving  birth  to  one  child,  the  latter  also  dying 
in  infancy.  Afterward  he  married  Martha  Carmean,  a sister  of  his 
first  wife,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children : Irene,  wife  of  Charles 

May ; Mary  Shantou,  now  on  home  farm ; Zora,  living  in  Kansas ; 
Pearl,  resident  of  Chillieothe;  Ollie,  wife  of  Jacob  Duestin;  John, 
deceased;  Martha  E.,  at  home;  Jesse,  deceased. 


Milon  D.  Whaley,  civil  war  veteran  with  an  excellent  record  and 
one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  Concord  township,  has  long  been 
connected  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Ross  county  as  a dealer 
in  live  stock.  He  comes  of  Xew  York  parentage,  his  father,  Lyman 
Whaley,  having  come  from  the  Empire  state  to  Ohio  in  the  early 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  located  in  Athens  county.  Lyman 
Whaley  was  a cooper  and  though  he  lived  on  a farm  most  of  the  time, 
lie  depended  rather  upon  his  trade  than  agriculture  as  a means  of 
procuring  a livelihood.  In  1830  he  married  Elizabeth  Stiffle,  a 
native  of  Virginia,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children : Ruth,  of  Chi- 

cago, 111. ; Adeline,  of  Guysville,  O. ; Timothy,  Emily,  Milon  D., 
Mary,  Sarah  and  Kancy,  all  residents  of  Ross  county.  After  sev- 
eral removals  to  different  parts  of  Athens  county  the  family  located 
in  18G3  at  Roxabell,  Ross  county,  where  the  old  gentleman  died  in 
1869  and  his  wife  in  1894.  Milon  D.  Whaley  was  born  in  Athens 
county,  O.,  February  14,  1841.  He  was  a little  over  twenty  years 
old  when  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter  in  Charleston  harbor  signalized 
the  opening  of  the  great  civil  war.  His  decision  was  prompt  to 
become  a soldier  of  the  L nion  and  in  furtherance  of  this  desire  he 
joined  the  Eleventh  Ohio  battery,  an  independent  organization, 
which  was  originally  intended  to  act  as  part  of  General  Fremont’s 
body  guard.  Accordingly  they  were  sent  first  to  St.  Louis,  but  owing 
to  the  political  complications  that  led  to  Fremont’s  removal,  it 
became  necessary  to  assign  the  battery  to  other  dutv.  Subsequently 
it  saw  much  hard  and  dangerous  service  during  which.  Mr.  Whaley 
made  a brilliant  and  highly  honorable  record,  such  as  any  soldier 
mig  it  be  proud  of.  During  the  three  years  and  three  months  that 
he  was  with  this  command,  he  did  not  lose  a single  day  nor  was  he 
off  duty  at  any  time.  But  this  is  not  all.  Entering  as  a private  he 
receive  stea  y promotions  until  he  was  finally  commissioned  as  first 
leutenant  of  his  company.  The  specific  record  of  the  successive 
honors  reached  by  Mr.  Whaley  is  as  follows:  January  20,  1862, 

6 0 c°rpora  , May  21,  1862,  made  sergeant;  December  3, 

186l,  commissioned  second  lieutenant;  and  on  July  12,  1864,  he 
received  his  commission  as  first  lieutenant.  April  4,  1864,  Lieutem 
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ant  Wlialey  was  detached  as  brigade  inspector  of  artillery,  and  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  November  3,  1864,  at  Columbus,  0. 
He  took  part  with  his  command  in  the  following  named  engagements, 
sieges  and  battles : siege  of  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  and  that  of  Corinth, 
Miss. ; battle  of  Iuka,  second  battle  of  Corinth,  battles  of  Raymond, 
J ackson  and  Champion’s  Hill,  in  Mississippi,  winding  up  with  the 
long  siege  of  Vicksburg.  Prom  Vicksburg,  the  command  went  into 
Arkansas  and  participated  in  an  engagement  at  Little  Rock.  They 
remained  in  Little  Rock  the  following  winter  and  in  the  spring  were 
sent  to  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  where  they  had  a small  engagement  After 
his  retirement  from  the  army  Mr.  Whaley  came  to  Roxabell,  Ross 
county,  to  which  place  his  parents  had  removed  during  his  absence. 
He  farmed  a few  years,  worked  in  a saw  mill  for  a while  and  then 
engaged  in  buying  and  selling  live  stock,  which  business  he  has  con- 
tinued until  the  present  time.  Mr.  Whaley  was  trustee  of  Concord 
township  several  terms  and  held  the  office  of  assessor  for  seventeen 
consecutive  years.  He  is  a member  of  Chillicothe  lodge,  No.  80, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Frankfort  post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
November  24,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Jennie  M.,  daughter  of 
Charles  Parker,  one  of  the  respected  old  settlers  of  that  part  of  the 
county.  The  two  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whaley  are  Frederick  T., 
who  lives  at  Cleveland,  O.,  and  Strawder  J.,  at  the  Roxabell  home. 
The  religious  affiliations  of  the  family  are  with  the  Baptist  church. 

Andrew  H.  Wilkins,  prominent  in  educational  and  agricultural 
circles  of  Deerfield  township,  belongs  to  a family  long  connected  with 
the  development  of  that  part  of  Ross  county.  The  stock  is  of  Dela- 
ware origin,  John  and  Nancy  Wilkins  having  come  from  that  state 
in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  settled  in  Con- 
cord township  in  1816.  They  engaged  in  farming  and  lived 
to  advanced  age,  the  father  dying  July  30,  1869,  when  ninety 
years  old.  This  couple  had  four  sons,  Thomas,  Peter,  Lemuel  and 
Samuel,  and  two  daughters  who  married  and  moved  to  the  west. 
Thomas,  who  resides  in  Hlinois,  is  the  only  one  of  the  sons  now  liv- 
ing. Samuel,  the  oldest  of  the  sons,  was  born  in  Delaware  in  1808, 
married  Nancy  A.  McCafferty,  November  7,  1830,  and  located  on 
what  is  known  as  the  Squire  Hides  land.  After  several  years’  resi- 
dence at  this  place,  he  purchased  a farm  in  Twin  township  on  which 
he  lived  for  twenty  years,  when  this  was  disposed  of  and  a homestead 
secured  in  Deerfield  township,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  The  father  died  February  12,  1888,  in  his  eighty-first  year, 
and  his  wife  March  29,  1888.  They  had  nine  children,  of  whom 
Nancy,  John  M.,  Joseph,  Sarah,  Spencer  and  Francis  are  dead;  the 
living  are  David,  Andrew  H.  and  Druzilla,  wife  of  Isaac  N.  Dyer. 
Andrew  H.  Wilkius  was  bom  December  14,  1841,  in  Twin  township, 
Ross  county.  After  the  opening  of  the  civil  war  he  enlisted  in  C.om- 
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pany  E,  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth.  Ohio  infantry,  which,  after 
some  necessary  drilling,  was  sent  to  take  part  in  the  campaign  m 
Mississippi  for  possession  of  the  great  river.  The  first  hard  battle 
of  the  command  was  at  Chickasaw  Bluffs,  after  which  it  was  at 
Arkansas  Post  and  from  there  moved  to  the  rear  of  Vicksburg,  on 
the  way  taking  part  in  the  engagements  at  Thompson’s  Hill,  Cham- 
pion’s Hill,  Black  river,  and  subsequently  the  operations  during  the 
siege.  While  at  Vicksburg,  Mr.  Wilkins  became  sick  and  was  taken 
to  the  hospital  in  He w Orleans  where  he  was  detained  two  months. 
As  soon  as  discharged  he  rejoined  his  regiment  in  Texas  and  later 
saw  much  service  and  fighting  at  various  points,  including  Red 
River,  Ark.,  Mobile,  and  other  places,  finally  being  mustered  out  at 
Houston,  Tex.,  July  29,  1865.  Returning  home  as  soon  as  possible, 
Mr.  Wilkins  immediately  went  to  work  on  the  farm  and  so  continued 
until  his  marriage,  May  30,  1867,  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Julia  Ulm,  old  settlers  of  Ross  county.  They  lived  ten  years 
in  Pickaway  county,  and  then  returned  to  Ross  which  has  since  been 
the  family  home.  Mrs.  Wilkins  died  March  25,  1902,  and  was 
buried  in  Brown’s  chapel,  three  miles  south  of  Clarksburg.  Besides 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  which  is  his  main  pursuit,  Mr. 
Wilkins  for  years  has  handled  a threshing  machine  and  done  a large 
amount  of  business  in  that  line.  His  services  are  also  in  demand 
for  public  purposes,  he  having  been  township  trustee  for  ten  years 
and  a member  of  the  school  board  for  eighteen  years.  He  belongs 
to  the  Hew  Holland  post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkins  have  had 
nine  children:  Edward  J.,  of  Dayton;  Andrew  E.  (deceased); 

Samuel  S.,  of  Indiana;  Julia  A.,  wife  of  Amos  Bowman,  living  near 
Chillicothe;  Jesse  M.,  Etna  C.,  Laura  O.,  wife  of  Strawder  Fletcher, 
of  Deerfield  township ; Xettie  B.  and  Amelia  L.,  at  home. 


. William  H.  Willson,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  promis* 
mg  of  the  young  professional  men  who  make  Greenfield,  Ohio,  their 
center  of  operations.  He  is  a native  of  Highland  county,  was  edu- 
cated in  her  public  schools  and  has  spent  most  of  the  years  of  his  life 
m her  confines.  At  an  early  age  he  conceived  a great  admiration 
for  the  noble  science  of  healing  and  determined  to  make  a study  of 
the  same  with  a view  to  its  professional  practice.  With  this  end  in 
view,  he  became  a student  at  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  in  1894 
and  continued  m diligent  attendance  at  all  the  lectures  during  the 
three  subsequent  winter  terms.  In  the  spring  of  1897  he  was  made 

the  r<fptl0Tn  of  *0  degree  of  M.  D„  conferred  upon  him 
by  his  alma  mater.  Immediately  after  his  graduation,  Dr.  Willson 

nrSof  hkn  7 ^ °f  Greenfield  and  entered  u^on  the  active 
h 8 Profe^on  among  old  friends  and  neighbors.  He  was 
so  engaged  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  war  in  the  sum- 
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mer  of  1898.  Actuated  by  a patriotic  desire  to  do  wliat  he  could  in 
the  cause  of  his  country,  Dr.  Willson  joined  the  Fourth  regiment 
hospital  corps  and  served  with  it  during  the  Porto  Rico  campaign. 
Returning  from  the  war,  he  resumed  his  practice  at  Greenfield,  which 
extends  over  portions  of  Highland,  Ross  and  Payette  counties.  In 
addition  to  his  regular  professional  duties,  Dr.  Willson  holds  the 
position  of  medical  examiner  for  several  leading  insurance  compa- 
nies. He  is  a member  of  the  Highland  County  Medical  society,  a 
Master  Mason  and  communicant  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church. 
On  February  26,  1902,  Dr.  Willson  was  married  to  Bessie  E. 
Hendry,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Minnie  T.  Hendry.  Her  father, 
a native  of  Scotland,  has  been  a resident  of  Cincinnati  for  a number 
of  years. 

Frank  L.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  a prominent  and  successful  physician  of 
Greenfield,  Ohio,  was  bom  and  bred  in  Highland  county.  His 
grandfather,  Adam  B.  Wilson,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  was 
among  the  earlier  settlers  of  Highland  county,  where  he  became  a 
successful  and  influential  farmer.  His  son,  the  late  Dr.  James 
Leighton  Wilson,  was  one  of  the  eminent  surgeons  of  that  section  of 
Ohio.  After  obtaining  a literary  education  in  the  Ohio  university 
at  Athens,  he  entered  the  Ohio  Medical  college,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  about  1846  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  After  a year  spent 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  he  formed  a partnership  with  Dr. 
Milton  Dunlap  for  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Greenfield,  and  this 
association  was  carried  on  profitably  for  a number  of  years.  Dr. 
Wilson  was  enthusiastically  devoted  to  his  profession  and  surrendered 
his  whole  life  to  its  study  and  practice.  His  laudable  ambition  and 
unwearied  efforts  met  wTith  deserved  success,  as  he  achieved  rank  as 
a physician  and  surgeon  of  unusual  ability.  He  refused  to  lay  down 
his  work  at  the  approach  of  ill  health,  but  continued  to  practice  until 
a short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1899.  He  enjoyed 
the  greatest  consolation  of  a father  in  being  able  to  leave  behind  a 
successor  well  worthy  to  wear  his  mantle  and  fully  able  to  continue 
his  professional  work.  This  solace  was  afforded  in  the  person  of  his 
youngest  son,  Dr.  Frank  L.  Wilson.  This  gentleman  had  been  well 
educated  at  the  old  academy  of  South  Salem,  and  in  the  Miami  uni- 
versity. Subsequently  he  entered  the  Ohio  Medical  college,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1875  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  In  the  year 
following  he  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Greenfield,  where  he  has  attained  a very  prominent  posi- 
tion among  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  southern  Ohio.  He  is 
employed  in  his  professional  capacity  both  by  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
Southwestern  and  the  Ohio  Southern  railway  companies,  in  addition 
to  his  extensive  practice  in  Greenfield  and  surrounding  country. 
Dr.  Wilson  is  a member  of  the  Highland  County  Medical  society 
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and  the  fraternities  of  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Elks.  He  was 
married  in  1876  to  Anna,  daughter  of  Judge  John  Eckman,  a very 
prominent  citizen  of  Greenfield,  who  was  mayor  of  the  city  and  at 
one  time  associate  judge.  Dr.  Wilson  and  wife  have  two  sons,  of 
whom  Charles  D.  is  a student  at  the  Miami  university  and  Oscar  is 
at  home. 


John  E.  Wilson,  the  energetic  and  popular  agent  of  the  United 
States  express  company  at  Chillicothe,  is  a representative  young 
business  man  of  that  city.  His  parents  were  John  K.  and  Melissa  A. 
(Aten)  Wilson,  the  former  a native  of  Maryland  and  the  latter  a 
Pennsylvanian,  who  met  and  married  in  Jackson,  O.  The  father 
had  embarked  in  the  iron  and  coal  trade  with  a bright  promise  of 
success  which  was  blighted  by  his  untimely  death  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-eight.  Just  one  month  after  this  untoward  event,  or  Novem- 
ber 1,  1874,  at  Jackson,  O.,  his  only  son,  John  E.  Wilson,  was 
ushered  into  the  world.  The  mother  was  called  on  for  a double 
mourning,  as  four  weeks  previous  to  her  husband’s  demise  she  had 
lost  her  only  daughter  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  three  months. 
She  still  resides  at  Jackson  and  has  not  been  disappointed  in  the  fond 
hopes  centered  upon  her  remaining  child.  John  E.  Wilson  attended 
school  a while  in  his  native  county  and  city,  but  found  it  necessary 
to  begin  work  at  an  early  age  and  made  his  first  venture  as  a messen- 
ger boy.  Securing  employment  later  in  the  train  service  on  the 
Ohio  Southern  railroad  he  spent  three  years  in  that  business.  Mean- 
while having  been  learning  telegraphy  he  secured  a position  as  oper- 
ator and  station  agent  at  Bond  Hill,  a suburb  of  Cincinnati,  taking 
charge  October  5,  1898,  and  remaining  there  until  August  22,  1900. 
On  the  date  last  given  he  was  appointed  agent  of  the  United  States 
express  company  at  Chillicothe  and  entered  immediately  upon  the 
discharge  of  his  duties.  Mr.  Wilson  was  given  exclusive  charge  of 
the  company  s business,  with  four  assistants,  and  under  his  manage- 
ment there  has  been  a great  increase.  The  business  for  the  closing 
month  of  1901  was  the  largest  ever  transacted  by  the  company  in  all 
its  history  at  Chillicothe.  This,  of  course,  makes  a very  compli- 
mentary  showing  for  the  young  agent’s  capacity  and  energy,  and  one 

TinVcolPieaSing  tG  and  his  many  friends.  September 

11,  1897,  he  was  married  in  Cincinnati  to  Louise  Kapp,  an  accom- 
plished and  well  educated  lady  of  Jackson.  Mrs.  Wilson  was  grad- 
uated  at  the  high  school  of  her  native  city  with  the  class  of  1894  gnd 
\n i*  v 1 101Tvr°  * lS|  ^enefit  of  a college  course  at  New  Phila- 

IVn  TrT  Wilson  W S^n,  Louis  La  Mar,  bom 
78’  1898’,a1t  ’*a.ckson-  Mr.  Wilson  is  a member  of  the  Chris- 

Roman  Shot  faith.  ^ par6Dts  before  her>  is  °f  the 
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John  M.  Wiltshire,  M.  D.,  a medical  practitioner  at  Gillespieville, 
is  a son  of  William  and  Lydia  (Stinson)  Wiltshire,  natives  respec- 
tively of  Rockingham  county,  Va.,  and  Ohio.  William  Wiltshire 
emigrated  to  Ross  county  with  his  father,  also  named  William,  about 
the  year  1825,  and  located  some  five  and  a half  miles  south  of  Chilli- 
cothe, in  Scioto  township.  He  was  married  in  IS 33,  and  continued 
to  remain  on  the  old  homestead  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Janu- 
ary 18,  1888,  at  the  age  of  about  eighty-one  years.  His  widow  sur- 
vives him,  at  an  advanced  age.  John  M.  Wiltshire,  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Ross  county,  October  8,  1834.  He  remained  at  home  attend- 
ing the  common  schools  of  Chillicothe,  until  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  under  the  tutorship  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Miesse.  Afterward 
he  completed  his  course  of  preliminary  instruction  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Theodore  Zanders.  Both  his  preceptors  were  leading  physicians 
of  Chillicothe.  He  was  graduated  at  Starling  Medical  college,  in 
Columbus,  in  the  class  of  1865.  During  the  civil  war  of  the  sixties, 
Dr.  Wiltshire  served  nearly  a year  in  the  army,  being  detailed  and 
assigned  to  hospital  duty.  While  in  the  service  he  was  disabled  by 
a stroke  of  paralysis,  and  on  account  of  this  disability  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge  from  the  United  States  service.  Since  the 
fall  of  1862,  he  has  followed  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Gillespie- 
ville. He  was  married  near  Portsmouth,  0.,  in  April,  1856,  to 
Mary  Sutherland,  who  was  born  at  Coshocton,  0.,  June  2,  1836,  and 
died"  November  6,  1897.  There  were  born  of  this  unitm  four  chil- 
dren : William  H.,  who  is  a farmer  and  attends  to  and  superintends 

the  lands  of  the  whole  family;  James  S.,  who  was  graduated  in 
1897  at  Starling  Medical  college,  Columbus,  taking  first  honors  in 
a class  of  three  hundred  students,  and  has  followed  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Gillespieville,  in  the  office  with  his  father,  ever  since  he 
completed  his  course  at  college;  John  E.,  a merchant  and  following 
that  occupation  at  Gillespieville;  Mary  E.,  residing  with  her  father. 


Joshua  R.  Wisehart,  of  Chillicothe,  was  bora  in  Frankfort,  RosS 
county,  June  28,  1839,  son  of  John  M.  and  Mary  (Rogers)  Wisehart. 
John  M.  Wisehart  was  bora  in  Culpeper,  Va.,  in  1810,  came  to  Ross 
county  in  1818  and  ended  his  days  at  Frankfort.  He  was  a tailor 
by  trade  and  operated  a shop  in  Frankfort  for  many  years,  but  by 
reason  of  ill  health  retired  long  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
April,  1898,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  died  m May, 
1892,  when  she  was" in  her  seventy-ninth  year.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  eight  children,  of  whom  John,  Mary  and  Thomas  Hamar 
died  in  infancy  or  early  childhood.  William  A.  was  a soldier  in 
Companv  K,  Sixty-third  Ohio  regiment,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Kesaca,  Ga.  James  M.  was  a soldier  in  the  same  organization, 
for  three  years,  during  which  he  experienced  many  dangers  and 
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hardships.  He  also  served  for  three  months  with  the  Twenty-second 
Ohio  infantry.  Since  the  war  he  has  conducted  a shoe  business  at 
Frankfort,  where  he  now  lives  with  his  wife  and  three  children. 
Joshua  R.  is  the  second  in  age  of  the  living  children;  Clara,  widow 
of  Thomas  H.  Griffin,  who  was  a merchant  at  Gillespieville,  resides 
at  Chillicothe  with  her  three  children;  Russell  B.,  formerly  a rail- 
way employee,  resides  at  Frankfort.  Joshua  R.  Wisehart  spent  his 
early  life  in  his  native  town,  where  he  attended  school  and  clerked 
in  the  postoffice  under  his  father,  who  was  postmaster  there  for  four 
years  before  the  war.  On  the  22d  of  July,  1S61,  following  the  news 
of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Eighteenth 
Ohio  infantry,  with  which  organization  he  served  over  three  years. 
The  regiment  was  under  the  command  of  the  famous  and  much 
beloved  £‘Pap”  Thomas,  being  part  of  the  Second  brigade,  Second 
division,  Fourteenth  army  corps.  He  took  part  with  liis  command 
in  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Davis’  Crossroads  and  Chickamauga. 
When  the  army  fell  back  from  the  last  named  battlefield  to  Chatta- 
nooga,  Mr.  Wisehart’s  regiment  was  equipped  as  sappers  and  miners 
and  furnished  with  all  necessary  engineering  tools  for  that  kind  of 
work.  Their  duty  called  them  to  the  front  to  open  roads,  build 
bridges,  remove  obstructions,  repair  breaks  and  to  do  whatever  else 
was  necessary  to  facilitate  the  progress  of  the  army.  This  service, 
always  arduous,  was  often  dangerous,  as  the  sappers  and  mind’s  had 
ivr  aS  We^  aS  work>  and  participated  in  many  severe  skirmishes. 
Mi.  W isehart  escaped  wounds,  but  incurred  serious  disability  which 
has  remained  with  him  all  his  subsequent  life.  November  19,  1864,  he 
was  discharged  from  the  service  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and  returned 
o iib  parental  home  at  Frankfort.  Ilis  stay  there,  however,  was 
short  and  lie  proceeded  south  to  become  citizen  clerk  in  the  quarter- 
masters  cepartment  at  Mobile,  Ala.  He  retained  this  employment 
untU  the  surrender  of  the  garrison  equipage.  After  the  war,  Mr. 
isc  ia  engaged  in  the  oil  business  in  West  Virginia,  where  he 

nrVSrI7  t0  the  last  mentioned  year  he 

( V1  ,u  lc°the,  where  for  the  thirteen  succeeding  years  he 
of  eCf  aS  j loto*  c*lerk.  In  3 884,  he  was  elected  recorder 

of  Ross  county  and  served  a term  of  three  years  in  that  office.  In 

two ' vp‘ir«5^  ^Wi  "V1  S le.riff1  °*  the  county  and  held  that  place  for 
apnointrd  mn  ^ ^ retircc!i  the  sheriff’s  office  in  1892  he  was 
office,  which  n(fSit,0U?r  c^ei’h  in  the  Chillicothe  post- 

ent  postmaster*  n ° ^ •Smce  llel(P  Rervillg  under  three  differ- 
on  November  10  I860  1>arf,?s*  Mr-  Wisehart  was  made  a Mason 
degree.  Politicallv  m att*mwl  to  the  Knight  Templar 


on  November  10  „ i , •.vvlseuart  was  ma(te  a *lason 

degree.  Politico llv  1 ’.aiK^  las  attained  to  the  Knight  Templar 
long  been  a recoo-ni  ^ 1^lcomProinising  Republican  and  has 

December  31,  ISTl^to  Mar^M  ^ politicS-  He  was  Tnarrief 
educated  in  Sprin«-fie]d  ^ TP  ^orni^tar,  a lady  born,  bred  and 
P l^eld.  They  have  a family  of  seven  children,  of 
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whom  Mabel  is  the  eldest  and  the  only  one  married.  She  is  the 
wife  of  Rev.  George  Gray,  a Presbyterian  minister  at  Snohomish, 
Wash.  The  other  children,  still  under  the  parental  roof,  are,  John 
M.,  Mary  Agnes,  Emma  B.,  Bertha  M.,  Mead  M.  and  Erma.  The 
family  are  adherents  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


Otto  Wissler,  of  Chillicothe,  was  bora  at  that  city,  in  the  home 
he  now  owns  at  Ho.  30  Western  avenue,  on  March  6,  1859.  His 
parents  were  Reinhard  and  Catherine  (Higley)  Wissler,  both 
natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  early  youth 
and  were  married  in  Chillicothe.  They  have  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  whose  names  are  Elise,  Flora,  Anna,  Otto,  Emma, 
George,  Albert,  Charles,  Reinhard  and  Katherine.  Anna,  Otto, 
Albert  and  Charles  are  married,  the  others  are  still  under  the 
parental  roof,  though  all  the  sons  are  engaged  in  business.  Albert 
is  a baker,  Charles  a hardware  merchant,  and  Reinhard  is  a.  phar- 
macist, operating  an  extensive  drug  establishment,  all  in  Chillicothe. 
The  father  of  this  noteworthy  family  was  a blacksmith  and  carriage 
builder,  operating  a shop  of  this  kind  from  the  time  he  came  here 
in  1852  until  the  year  1857.  He  then  invested  in  the  breweiy 
business,  purchasing  a small  plant  and  operating  the  same  on  a sma 
scale  until  the  profits  justified  an  enlargement.  The  establishment, 
under  judicious  management,  grew  by  safe  degrees  until  Mr.  Wiss- 
ler had  a finely  equipped  plant,  which  he  operated  successfully  until 
his  death  in  1885.  Six  months  before  that  sad  event  his  sons,  Otto 
and  George,  had  purchased  the  entire  business,  and  they  still  own 
and  operate  the  same.  The  brewery  is  complete  in  all  its  appoint 
ments  and  lias  a capacity  of  5,000  barrels  per  annum.  The  prod- 
uct is  sold  entirely  in  the  local  market,  and  the  brand  is  quite  pop- 
ular with  all  those  who  delight  in  the  foamy  fluid.  An  average  of 
eight  men  find  regular  employment  in  this  industry,  w ici  supp  ies 
only  the  wholesale  trade.  Otto  Wissler,  senior  partner,  \\  as  o u 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  Chillicothe  and  has  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  brewing  ever  since  the  time  of  bis  amva  a e & 

age.  In  1887,  he  was  married  to  Louise  Schilling,  who  was  bora, 
bred  and  educated  in  Cincinnati,  where  her  paients  ie  ® e 

was  young.  Her  mother  was  a sister  of  the  we  mown  r*  , r,  ’ 
dealer  in  surgical  instruments  on  Sixth  street,  mcinna  i,  ^ 
the  death  of  her  parents  she  became  a member  of  his  famil  < 
was  reared  therein.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  Wirier  have  a family  of 
five  sons,  whose  name  are  Max,  Robert,  Arno  , win 
Mr.  Wissler  is  a member  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  a gentleman 
of  general  popularity,  both  in  business  and  social  circles. 

Charles  W.  Wood  was  bora  in  Twin  tovmsM 
tember  23,  1S5S.  His  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  (Sla&  ) 
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Wood,  the  latter  being  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Slagle, 
who  were  early  settlers  of  Highland  county.  John  Wood’s  father 
was  William  Wood,  who  settled  in  Pike  county  with  his  parents  at 
a very  early  date,  became  a fanner,  and  married  a Miss  Wilson,  by 
whom  he  had  several  children.  After  living  for  several  years  in 
Pike  county,  they  removed  to  Ross  county,  near  Greenfield,  where 
both  died  on  the  same  day.  Their  son  John,  who  was  bom  on  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1825,  attended  the  district  school  and  later  studied  for 
the  ministry  at  Wittenberg  college  in  Springfield.  During  his 
school  days  he  had  acquired  a knowledge  of  civil  engineering,  which 
he  followed  for  some  time  after  coming  to  Ross  county.  In  the 
spring  of  1850,  he  left  for  California  with  a party  of  gold  seekers, 
which  trip  consumed  about  two  years  of  time.  During  his  absence 
he  kept  a journal  of  each  day’s  happenings  which  was  later  pub- 
lished in  pamphlet  form  and  is  now  considered  quite  valuable. 
Shortly  after  returning  from  California,  he  married  Miss  Slagle 
and  went  to  live  on  the  farm  in  Ross  county  which  was  subsequently 
given  to  them  by  his  wife’s  relatives.  Besides  general  farming,  he 
dealt  extensively  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  stock.  John  Wood 
died  September  1,  1896,  and  his  wife  in  1892.  Of  their  children, 
Alice  and  Mary  are  dead ; and  Anna  is  married  to  Albert  L.  Slav- 
ens,  of  Greenfield.  Charles  W.  Wood,  the  eldest  of  the  children, 
attended  school  imtil  he  was  fifteen,  at  which  age  he  went  to  work 
and  engaged  in  different  pursuits  at  different  places  for  the  next 
five  years.  When  twenty  years  old  he  went  to  sea  as  a shipper  of 
live  stock,  sailing  between  coast  towns  in  all  foreign  ports.  This 
occupation  he  followed  for  twenty  years,  when  he  returned  to  Ross 
county  and  took  charge  of  the  old  home  place.  After  a year’s  time, 
owever,  he  went  back  to  the  stock-shipping  business,  which  he  fol- 
owe  until  about  six  months  ago,  when  he  again  resumed  posses- 
sion^ the  farm  for  permanent  occupation.  October  20,  1901,  he 
was  married  to  Bertha  C.  Allen,  of  Chillicothe,  a daughter  of  Frank 
en,  a escendant  of  one  of  the  early  families  of  that  ancient 
Ohio  capital.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  own  564  acres  of  the  best  land 
^ l ?SS  c?l^nty  and  occupy  a home  that  is  as  pretty  and  cosy  as  heart 
Cl  n L ,J>  WllHam  Wood’  hunger  and  only  brother  of 
SrSir'l  b°Tn  T"  in  t0"™hiP>  Ross  county,  in  1860.  He 
«SaS?n^eV  f PUW  C f<’hools  and  "Pon  reaching  manhood  he 
folbwed  bl'reSS  °f  s dPP*nK  Hve  stock,  which  he  has  always 

quarters  have'w 1 • S<*  rn"a^fd'  R°r  the  past  three  years  his  head- 
shipping of  stock 'to1  V * ?W  ? °rki  ^lty'  Idis  business  comprises  the 
married.  ng  and  and  the  continent.  He  has  never  been 


October  28,^8^2.WaThe0rfi^f  ^ra,nklin  township,  Eoss  county,  O 
r&t  of  the  name  to  settle  in  Ross  count 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


731  ' 


was  his  grandfather,  John  B.  Wood,  a man  of  English  descent,  bom 
-in.  Kentucky  during  the  troublous  times  of  1797.  His  father 
dying  when  he  was  still  an  infant,  his  mother  brought  him  to  Ohio 
in  1800  and  located  in  Ross  county.  There  he  grew  up  and  in 
1831  was  married  to  Mary  Austill,  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  They 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy, 
the  others  being  Wilson,  Sarnpel,  Mary,  Rebecca  and  Minerva. 
John  B.  Wood  died  in  March,  1S75,  and  the  mother  in  January  of 
the  same  year.  Samuel  Wood,,  the  second  of  the  above  mentioned 
children,  was  born  in  Eranklin  township  in  1837.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Thirty-third  Ohio 
infantry,  as  a private,  and  served  in  this  capacity  until  the  siege 
of  Atlanta  in  the  summer  of  1864,  when,  during  one  of  the  engage- 
ment before  the  city,  he  was  so  badly  wounded  in  the  left  arm  as  to 
necessitate  its  amputation.  Previous  to  this  he  had  taken  part  in 
all  the  battles  and  hard  marches  in  which  his  regiment  participated. 
Receiving  an  honorable  discharge  on  account  of  his  injuries,  he 
came  home  unfitted  for  manual  labor.  He  filled  the  position  of 
justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty-seven  years  and  was  pension  agent 
for  about  the  same  length  of  time.  His  death  occurred  March  17, 
1898.  Morgan  Wood,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  upon  reaching  manhood  worked  at  various 
occupations,  mainly  railroading.  On  August  12,  1886,  he  estab- 
lished a general  merchandise  store,  and  its  management  has  consti- 
tuted his  occupation  since  that  time.  Mr.  Wood’s  perseverance  and 
good  judgment  have  conducted  him  to  prosperity.  When  he  made 
his  investment,  the  first  invoice  of  stock  amounted  to  $142,  which 
was  his  entire  capital.  This  has  been  so  greatly  increased  and  the 
business  has  so  flourished  that  he  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  community.  He  has  always  taken  a lively 
interest  in  public  affairs  occasionally  filling  offices  of  trust,  among 
them  that  of  township  clerk,  a position  he  held  for  twelve  years. 
Mr.  Wood  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a member  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Ancient  Essenic  Order,  being  a charter  member  of  the  local  lodge 
in  Chillicotlie.  February  21,  1S86,  he  was  married  to  Jennie  Shay, 
of  Jackson  county,  and  they  have  six  children,  Etta,  Roy,  Minnie, 
Ada,  Edna  and  Alma. 

Worthen  Bros,  is  the  firm  name  under  which  two  popular  and 
enterprising  young  merchants  are  conducting  a general  mercantile 
business  at  Kingston.  They  are  sons  of  James  Worthen,  a mer- 
chant and  farmer,  but  best  known  as  one  of  the  most  extensive  fruit- 
growers in  Ross  county.  A native  of  Meigs  county,  where  he  grew 
up  and  was  educated,  he  removed  to  Pike  county  in  1868  and  came 
to  Ross  county  in  1882,  settling  in  Huntington  township  where  he 
soon  came  to  the  front  as  a skillful  horticulturist.  Of  the  one  hun- 
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dred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  owned  by  him,  seventy  acres  are 
planted  in  fruit  trees,  principally  apple  and  peach,  and  this  is  one 
of  the  finest  orchards  in  the  county.  Though  , Democratic  in  his 
views,  James  Worthen  has  been  too  busy  a man  to  seek  office,  but 
held  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  eight  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  connected  with  the  lodge  at 
Waverly.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Bazel  and  Mary  A. 
(Tuttle)  Carter,  natives  of  Meigs  county  who  went  to  Missouri  and 
died  there  in  1892.  Charles  W.,  eldest  son  of  James  and  Eliza* 
beth  Worthen,  was  born  in  Meigs  county,  O.,  December  17,  1867, 
attended  Hurdland  college  in  Missouri  and  afterward  qualified  him- 
self for  a business  career  by  a course  at  the  Commercial  college  in 
Lexington,  Ky.,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  He  learned 
telegraphy  and  was  engaged  as  an  operator  for  six  years,  after  which 
he  associated  himself  with  his  brother  in  the  mercantile  business. 
He  is  clerk  of  the  board  of  health  and  member  of  several  fraternal 
orders,  including  Chillicothe  lodge,  No.  28,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  Kingston  lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Eellows.  May  30, 
1890,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Katie  Overly,  of  Green  township. 
George  B.  Worthen  was  born  in  Meigs  county  April  24,  1871,  and 
like  his  brother  Charles  was  educated  at  the  Hurdland  (Mo.)  col- 
lege and  the  Lexington  (Kv.)'  business  college.  In  1893,  he  estab- 
lished a store  at  Denver  in  Boss  county,  and  conducted  it  alone 
until  189 1,  when  his  brother  Charles  W.  joined  him  in  forming  the 
firm  of  Worthen  Bros.  In  1899  they  decided  to  remove  to  King- 
ston, in  Green  township,  where  they  soon  established  a good  busi- 
ness, carrying  a fine  line  of  general  merchandise  and  enjoying  a lib- 
eral trade  with  the  surrounding  territory.  George  B.,  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm,  served  as  postmaster  for  several  years  during 
his  residence  at  Denver  and  was  also  clerk  of  the  township.  He 
was  married,  April  15,  1902,  to  Miss  Ethel  Titus,  of  Kingston. 

Stephen  Wright  was  born  in  1828  in  Union  township,  Ross 

tUi°’  tbe  son  of  Pcter  Wright,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the 
s ate  of  Delaware  near  Bridgeville,  as  far  back  as  1786.  Shortly 

ei  reac  nng  full  age,  Peter  Wright  married  Nancy  Corbin,  this 
event  takmg  pkco  in  1808,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  war  of  1812, 
homo  to  7Pr  *.  aS  f teamster-  He  then  determined  to  seek  a 
near  Von  °S  ’ remove^  to  Ross  county,  where  he  settled 
he  nuS'Ll1'11"  “d  VT**.  Some  years  afterward 

his  death  wn/tl  r&C  *n  pl^on  township  and  at  the  time  of 

^SaSon^rn7  0f  2S61acres-  Peter  Wright  had  but  lim- 
sense  and  somirl  *■  f11^08.111  his  youth,  but  was  a man  of  good 
ous  familv  n-f  *V V*  111  business  affairs.  He  had  a numer- 

all  the  others  ^oshua  was  bora  in  Delaware,  and 

the  others  xn  Ohxo.  Of  the  latter,  Eliza,  John,  Xancy,  Vena, 
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Dm  sill  a ; and  Peter  are  dead.  Peter  lived  near  New  Holland  when 
he  died;  Vena  was  the  wife  of  Joshua  Noble;  and  Drusilla  was 
married  to  P.  Justice.  Stephen  Wright  lived  with  his  father  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twentj-one.  What  education  he  received, 
and  that  was  limited,  was  obtained  by  brief  and  broken  attendance 
at  a subscription  school.  Shortly  after  reaching  manhood  he  mar- 
ried Nancy  Justice,  that  important  event  in  his  life  taking  place 
on  February  14,  1852.  Immediately  thereafter  he  secured  posses- 
sion of  a farm  near  his  father's  place  and  commenced  business  for 
himself.  He  met  with  the  usual  experiences  of  small  farmers  and 
has  had  his  full  share  of  what  are  called  “ups  and  downs"  of  life. 
On  the  whole,  however,  he  has  succeeded  fairly  well,  owning  at  the 
present  time  108  acres  of  good  farming  land  on  which  he  has  made 
a number  of  improvements.  Mr.  Wright  became  the  father  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  Queen  Victoria,  Katherine,  Charles  and 
William  have  passed  away.  The  others,  in  order  of  birth,  are 
Lafayette;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Charles  White;  Peter,  of  Greenfield; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Thomas  Tortle;  John,  Elmer  and  Douglas. 

Stuart  V.  Wright,  merchant,  of  Lyndon,  was  bom  in  Buckskin 
township,  Ross  county,  in  1850.  He  is  a son  of  Esby  Wright  and 
grandson  of  Joseph  Wright,  who  came  from  Pennsylvania  about 
1810  and  settled  in  Buckskin  township.  There  Esby  Wright  was 
bom  in  1813  and  after  growing  up  became  a farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
He  continued  this  occupation  until  1868,  when  he  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Lyndon  under  the  firm  name  of  Wright  & 
Sonner.  This  continued  for  three  years,  when  the  partnership  was 
changed  to  Wright  & Son,  and  so  remained  until  the  early  eighties, 
when  the  father  retired  from  the  firm.  He  led  a quiet  life  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1890.  Esby  Wright  had  a 
family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Oscar  F.,  Mary  and  Charles  W.  are 
dead.  The  living  are  Stuart  V.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; Rev. 
John  Newton  Wright,  who  has  been  a Presbyterian  missionary  in 
Persia  since  1878 ; Cyrus  W.,  with  the  Burlington  railway  company 
in  South  Omaha;  George  A.,  traveling  salesman  of  Marshall,  Mo.; 
Edward  M.,  business  man  of  same  city;  Emily  J.  and  William  Scott, 
at  the  old  home.  Stuart  V.  Wright  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  the  Salem  academy.  In  1868,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
he  entered  his  father's  store  as  clerk  and  three  years  later  became  a 
full  partner.  After  his  father's  retirement  from  business  about 
1885,  the  firm  became  Wright  Brothers,  the  new  partner  being 
Edward  M.  Wright.  They  conducted  a large  general  merchandise 
store  at  Lyndon  and  a dry  goods  establishment  at  Marshall,  Mo. 
Stuart  V.  Wright  has  served  as  treasurer  of  Buckskin  township  and 
is  an  official  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  South  Salem.  He  is  also 
a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Salem  academy  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  In  1872  he  was  married 
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to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  John  Clark,  a well  known  stockdealer. 
They  have  two  children  whose  names  are  Hugh  Otis  and  Clark  C. 


Hon.  Wallace  D.  Yaple,  mayor  of  Chillicothe,  was  born  in  Eagle 
township,  Vinton  county,  0.,  May  2,  1870.  His  parents  were  Will- 
iam Ross  and  Elizabeth  (McDonald)  Yaple.  The  grandfather  of 
William  Ross  YiSple,  whose  name  was  John,  was  a native  of  Ithaca, 
N.  Y.,  and  one  of  the  four  men  who  founded  that  city.  He  came  to 
Ross  county  about  1815  and  settled  in  Colerain  township.  Since 
then  the  family  have  been  prominently  connected  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  county.  Samuel  Yaple,  a son  of  John,  and  father  of 
William  R.,  located  in  Eagle  township,  Ross  county,  which  was  sub- 
sequently set  off  as  a part  of  Vinton  county  in  1850.  William  Ross 
Yaple,  born  in  Ross  county  in  October,  1833,  was  a school  teacher 
and  farmer,  and  studied  medicine  in  early  life,  but  never  practiced 
the  profession.  His  wife  was  a native  of  Washington  county,  0.,  bom 
November  26,  1842,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Chillicothe.  Will- 
iam R.  and  Elizabeth  Yaple  had  six  children,  of  whom  Wallace  D. 
was  the  eldest.  The  others  are  Albert  S.,  a fanner  on  the  old  home- 
stead ; Mary  Alice,  wife  of  Thadeus  S.  Hanson,  of  Ross  county ; 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  W.  J.  McGee,  of  Colerain  township;  Odessa  and 
Vesta,  at  home  attending  school.  Wallace  D.  Yaple  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  and  began  his  career  as  a school  teacher,  which 
occupation  he  followed  from  1887  until  1892.  He  read  law  with 
lis  uncle,  Judge  Alfred  Yaple,  of  Cincinnati,  and  was  admitted  to 
t e bar  on  December  6,  1894.  In  April  of  the  following  year,  he 
opcne  an  office  in  Chillicothe  and  has  established  a good  practice. 

e ow  ns  the  finest  lawr  library  in  the  city,  is  a systematic  reader  and 
i Qoc8^  student  of  appertaining  to  his  profession.  In  the  fall  of 
le  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  partv  as  candidate  for 
pro  3a  e ju  ge  of  Ross  county,  and  he  made  a vigorous  canvass,  but 
nVvS  n°\a  I^mocratic  Jea.D”  and  he  w:ent  down  with  the  defeat 
is  par  y His  work  during  the  campaigns,  however,  gave  Mr; 
lapte  considerable  prestige  and  since  then  he  has  been  considered  a 
the  nqrt  * 6 l°Ca^  ^eniocracJ>  largely  deserving  of  credit  for 
solicHor  ^ v STeSSeS*  In  spring  of  1897  he  was  elected  city 
who  were  tv,spi  ^ 0 m0St  Strennous  opposition  from  the  Republicans, 
Sr  i",1",?'"’  and  in  1899  he  re-elected.  In  April, 
137  ’iZ  Td  TOa'^  of  Ch™cothe,  obtaining  a plurality  of 
JatCt  of  the  offi  Caml1lda1teS. in  the  field’  He  has  distributed  the 
as  to  rive  entire  so^V^f-  admill1?terefl  lts  affairs  in  such  a manner 
had  F business tlsfa^tlon  to  his  constituents,  while  the  city  has 

sional  and  executive  ahilitv  tnl  v,  ^ ,g  “an  of  suPenor  Profjf 
a life  of  usefulness  a ' ’ d l183.  already  laid  the  foundation  for 
"ess.  As  an  organizer  and  campaign  speaker,  his 
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strength  has  been  fully  tested  in  assisting  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos 
in  the  re-organization  and  solidifying  of  the  local  Democracy. 
While  city  solicitor,  beginning  with  his  first  term  and  continuing 
throughout  his  entire  service,  the  city  did  all  of  the  street  paving, 
sewer-work,  etc.,  which  lias  been  done.  He  also  prepared  the  bill 
which  provided  special  legislation  relative  to  the  erection  of  the 
Chillicothe  high  school  building,  a magnificent  edifice  costing  about 
$45,000.  During  his  term  he  was  called  upon  by  the  city  council  to 
render  legal  services  on  many  occasions,  owing  to  the  large  amount 
of  city  business  then  in  progress.  Hr.  Yaple  has  been  a prominent 
and  enthusiastic  fraternity  member.  He  joined  the  Masonic  order 
in  February,  1892,  became  a Royal  Arch  Mason  in  1897,  and  joined 
the  council  and  temple  in  1900.  He  also  joined  the  order  of  Red 
Men  in  1899,  and  the  Elks  in  1901.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ein- 
tracht  singing  /society  and  quite  popular  in  the  social  circles  of  the 
city. 

William  Zeller,  one  of  the  oldest  residents  and  most  popular  citi- 
zens of  Huntington  township,  has  been  connected  with  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  that  part  of  Ross  county  for  nearly  forty  years. 
Bom  in  Prussia,  February  12,  1828,  he  arrived  in  the  United  States, 
August  28,  1855,  and  shortly  thereafter  located  in  Chillicothe. 
He  made  that  city  his  place  of  residence  about  eight  years  and  while 
there  married  Ursella  Moritz,  who  was  bom  in  Baden,  Germany,  in 
1842.  After  a brief  wedded  life  in  Chillicothe,  Mr.  Zeller  pur- 
chased a fami  of  sixty-five  acres  in  Huntington  township,  to  which 
he  removed  and  since  has  made  his  home.  In  February,  1865,  Mr. 
Zeller  enlisted  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-seventh 
regiment  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  which  was  one  of  the  last  full 
regiments  recruited  in  Ohio  under  authority  of  the  war  department 
for  one  year.  It  was  organized  March  1,  1865,  and  left  Columbus 
on  the  third  of  the  same  month  for  Xashville,  Tenn.  On  its  arrival 
it  was  ordered  to  Dalton,  Ga.,  where  it  remained  about  two  months 
and  then  marched  to  Kingston.  Later  it  returned  to  Dalton  and 
after  one  month  there  was  taken  to  Macon,  where  it  performed 
provost  dutv  until  its  muster-out,  January  23,  1866.  After  hi9 
return  home  Mr.  Zeller  resumed  his  occupation  as  a farmer  at  his 
old  place,  but  on  account  of  diseases  contracted  during  his  absence 
was  permanently  disabled  for  hard  work.  He  has  lived  in  the  town- 
ship nearly  forty  years,  during  which  time  he  has  seen  one  generation 
die  off  and  another  take  its  place,  and  there  is  no  citizen  more  gen- 
eral^ liked  than  he.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zeller  have  had  nine  children, 
of  whom  Mary,  William  and  John  are  dead,  the  living  ones  being 
Charles,  trustee  of  Huntington  township;  Katie,  wife  of  John 
LaBeau,  of  Chillicothe ; Anna,  wife  of  John  Rothe,  of  the.  same 
city  Rosa,  wife  of  Joseph  Leffler  of  Scioto  township;  Christina, 
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wife  of  H.  F.  Rector,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Matilda,  at  home..  The 
family  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  at  Chillicothe. 

Charles  Zeller,  trustee  of  Huntington  township,  and  one  of  its 
most  popular  citizens,  is  a native  of  Ross  county  of  German  parent- 
age. His  father,  William  Zeller,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  above, 
was  bom  in  Germany  in  1828,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1855, 
and  since  that  year  has  been  a worthy  citizen  of  Ross  county.  .Charles 
Zeller,  eldest  son  of  William,  was  bom  in  Scioto  township,  Ross 
county,  July  4,  1861.  In  early  manhood  he  was  married  to  Sophia 
Henkleman,  a native  of  Ross  county,  of  German  descent,  and  imme- 
diately thereafter  located  on  the  farm  in  Huntington  township, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Zeller  owns  in  this  tract  one  hun-t 
dred  and  ten  acres  of  good  land  which  he  has  cultivated  with  success 
and  keeps  well  improved.  At  the  present  time  he  is  township 
trustee  and  it  is  an  evidence  of  his  personal  popularity  that  he  was 
elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  bv  29  majority  in  a township  usu- 
ally about  100  Democratic.  Mr.  Zeller  is  a member  of  Chillicothe 
lodge,  Xo.  80,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Zeller  have  had  four  children,  losing  one  named  William  by  death, 
the  others  being  Lewis,  Ada  and  Edward,  all  at  home.  The  family’s 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Lutheran  church. 
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